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PREFACE. 


Tlie  publication  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  Unioti  and  Confederate 
navies  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  was  began  November  1,  18!U,  by  the 
Navy  Department,  under  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved 
July  31,  1894.  The  plan  of  publication  adopted  by  the  Department 
for  the  compilation  includes  only  the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be 
certitied  to  be  contemporaneous  naval  records  of  the  flrar,  which  is 
divided  into  three  series,  in  the  following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  corresiwndence, 
both  Cniou  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  oj>erations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  (United  States  during 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of  vessels-acting 
singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  diflereut  i)art8  of  the  world. 
These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional  maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  aecording  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports, 

II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond- 
ence relatin"  t^ — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  )>rogress  of  the 
war,  including  the  annual  and  special  rei>ort8  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  incluil- 
ing  privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  .special  reports  of 
the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  oan  be  obtained. 

4.  Betiims  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the  navies 
of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 
This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above  sec- 
tions as  far  as  practicable. 


PREFACE, 

Hr.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Tnion  aii<I  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  tt)  the  matter  of  the  first  luul  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  tiie  Department  to  introduce  throughont  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illnstratious  of  each  class  or  type  of  ves- 
sels referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  tliese  ships  sis  they 
a<;tually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been  reprwluced 
either  from  i)liotographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or  from  ciircfully 
prepare«l  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Min'h  difTicnlty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for  while 
the  ofQcial  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  scjuadron  correspondence  the,  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  nccesaarily  be  incomplete,  and  the  Department,  therefore,  has 
spared  no  i»ains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief 
actors  on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been  obtained, 
and  they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  tlie  work. 
The  reports  of  tlte  Union  ci>mmandera  are  full  and  fairly  coiujilete.  It 
is  to  be  regretted,  iiowever,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  eipiiilly 
complete,  due  to  the  great  ditliculty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  tlie  close  of  the  war.  Frt^quent  careful 
searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 
special  agent  of  the  Department,  have  brought  to  light  many  duplicates 
of  these  pajters,  found  among  the  personal  files  of  i)articii>auts.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  ]mblicatii>n  will  revive  the  interest  of  the  participants 
in  the  events  referred  to  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Dei)artment  the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon  naval  oper- 
ations in  the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

Tlie  third  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  3),  which  has  been 
recently  i»ublished  by  the  Department,  completes  the  reports  of  the 
operations  of  the  cruisers  to  the  close  of  the  war.  The  compilation, 
under  the  plan  of  publication  of  the  work,  now  trejits  of  earlier  events 
in  that  struggle,  more  especially  of  those  which  occurred  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  the  United  States.  The  present  volume 
(Series  I,  vol.  4)  is  divided  into  three  divisions,  and  comprises  the 
reports  of  (1)  early  operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  bl(x;kading  Kqua«lrons,  (li)  operations  upon  the  Atlantic 
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coast  during  the  same  period,  and  (3)  oi>erations  on  the  Potomac  and 
Rappahannock  rivers  up  to  December  7,  1S61.  The  reports  an<l  cor- 
respondence are  placed  (■hronoh)gicall,v  in  eacli  division,  with  ii  distinct 
heading  for  every  i>aper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  whicli  both  sides 
took  part,  the  Confederute  reports  immediately  follow  the  Onion 
reports,  while  the  miscellaneous  Confederate  correspondence  is  placed 
at  the  end  of  each  division.  Keference  to  the  table  of  contents  will 
show  the  context  of  these  Confederate  i>aper8.  It  is  believed  that 
the  chronolofc'ical  arrangement  of  the  records,  in  c^iunection  with  the 
fall  and  copious  index  to  each  volume,  will  afford  ample  means  of 
reference  to  its  contents  without  other  subdivision  or  classification. 
In  reports  of  special  or  single  events,  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific 
relation  to  those  events,  the  chronological  or<ler  has  been  somewhat 
modified,  and  such  documents  have  been  placed  together  in  the 
compilation. 

RicHABD  Rush, 
RoBEBT  H.  Woods, 

Compilerii. 
N4.VY  Depautment, 

Washingtotiy  I).  C,  September  1, 1896. 

Note. — The  followitig  is  an  extract  fn>ui  the  law  governing  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  Joly  ;U,  1894): 

•  •  •  Of  said  tiuinber,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
copies  shall  be  for  the.  use  of  the  House  ot  Kepreseiitatives,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twelve  co[>ies  for  the  u.se  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty  eiglit  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  ollicers  of  tlie 
Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
ssiid  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Fifty  third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  dis- 
tribution herein  provided  for  to  phice  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  .so  far  as  such  libra- 
ries may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty  four  and  each  Kepresentativeand 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  sucii  addresses,  and  the  volumes 
shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  ius  they  are  published,  until  the 
publication  is  completed,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be  dis- 
tributed as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more 
sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Itepreseutatives,  or  Delegates  who 
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have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries, 
organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  luforui 
distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  work 
was  approved  January  30, 1896 : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rcpregentatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  i«  Congrenti  assembled.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be, 
and  he  is  Iiereby,  authorized  and  diii'cte<l  to  send  the  undistributed 
copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the 
Union  and  of  the  Confederatf  navies,  to  snch  libraries,oigaiiizatioiis,and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  Lefoie  the  meeting  of  the  next  Con- 
gress by  the  Itepresentative-s  in  the  MIty  Iburtli  (Jotigress  of  tlie  dis- 
tricts whose  Kepre.sentatives  in  the  Fifty  third  Congress  failed  to 
designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said  Official  Records,  or 
any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
thirty-first,  eighteen  hundretl  and  iiinetyfour,  and  the  Joint  resolution 
approved  March  second,  eighteeu  liiiudred  and  ninety  five,  to  the  extent 
and  iu  the  mauuer  and  form  provided  ju  said  act. 
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1.  Operations  of  the  Cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  eniiaeni. 

Weat  luilU  (Flying)  Sqnadron,  nnd«r  Acting  Bear  Admlnl  WlUtes,  U.  S.  N.,  IStO-lSaS. 

Weat  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  undnr  Acting  Raar-Admiral  Lardner,  C.  &  N.,  18aS-18M. 
Confedeimte  uruiwri  and  privatceta. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico,  January  to  Jane  7,  1861. 

Surrender  of  ttio  PennacoU  Navy  Yard. 

Cooperation  of  tlie  Navy  lu  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickena. 

3.  OperatiooH  on  the  Atlantic  Coa«t,  Jauuary  to  May  13,  1861. 
Cooperation  of  the  Xavy  in  the  att«mp(n  to  relieve  Fort  Siunt«r. 
Abaodooment  and  deatniciiun  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
nome  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  rendergnut,  U.  &  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  uud  Rappnlianuock  riTers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  nndrr  Commander  Ward,  U.S.  N.,  IBSI. 
Potsmae  Flotilla,  umlerCiiptauiCniven,  U.aN.,  1861. 
Potoanaa  Flotilla,  under  Lircit«Dant  Wynuu,  D.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Potomao  Flotilla,  under  CoiuDiotlare  Harwood,  D.  S.  N..  1862-18SS. 
Potomao  Flotilla,  under  ConiniaodBr  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  IBSS-IBU. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Si|iiadrima,  1861-186,5. 

Atlantic  Blockading  bquadron,  under  Flag-Omier  Stringham,  U.  S.  N..May  13  to  Sept. 23, 1861. 

n'oat  India  Squadron,  under  Klagtilflcer  Penilergraat,  D.  &  M.,  1861. 

Naval  Brihnww  of  Virginia  and  Nurth  Carolina,  under  Flag-Oflloer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 
Atlantic  Blockading  .Siiuadrou,  under  Flag  OfBicr  Goldaboraugh,  C  S.  N.,  1861. 
North  Atlantic  Bloukading  Squadrun.  under  RearAdniiral  tloldaborongh,  r.  S.  N.,  1861-1802. 

Naval  Defensea  of  Yirgiuia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag  Ufflcer  Lynch,  0.  S.  N. 

Janiea  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Odlecr  Buchanan.  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Sqaotlrou,  under  FlagOIBcer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Coinuio<lore  Wilkea.  C  S.  N.,  1M2. 
Vorth  Atlantic  Blo<?kading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Let,  V.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 

Jamea  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcem  Forrest  und  Mllrhell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  DefenBt«  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  nudt-r  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defensea  Cupe  Fear  Kiver,  North  Carolina,  uuder  Flag-Ofiicer  Lyurb,  <^  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blu<:ka<ling  Squadron,  under  Rear. Admiral  Porter,  U.S.  N.,  1S64-186S. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-OtDcers  Mitchell  and  Semmea,  C.  S.  K. 

'  Naval  Defensea  Capo  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  FUg-Ufflcer  Pinkney,  C.  8.  N. 
Kocth  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqiiulron,  nnder  Acting  Rcai  Admiral  Radfonl,  V.  S.  N.,  I8e&. 
Booth  AtUnllc  Blockading  Squwiron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Dn  Pont.  V.  S.  N..  1861-1863. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  FlagOIBcer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  nnder  Klag-Offiier  Ingrabam,  C.  S.  N. 
South  Atlantic  BlockaiUng  Squadron,  nnder  Rear  Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.S.N.,  1863-1866. 

*  Naval  Defenaes  of  Charleston  Harbor,  .South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.N. 
Naval  Defenaea  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  FUg-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall.  C.  S.  N. 

*Ths  Confederate  material  tmder  this  bead  is  very  acant.  It  la  therefore  hoped  tliat  tlioss  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  anl^ect  will  commanioate  with  the  Office  of  Kaval 
War  Recorda,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Gnlf  BlookiuUiigSquailroaa,  1861-1865. 

tJiilf  niocliadlng  8qn»<iruu,  under  Flag-Officcr  Mervine,  V.  8.  N.,  IMl. 
Golf  BlookadiSK  Sqaadron,  under  Flag Dfflcur  MoKean.  U.  S.  N..  IBSl-lSIB. 

■  MiiMitsippi  KlTiT  DcfpDiieii,  Dnd«r  FlagOfflcer  IlalUnii,  U.  S.  N. 
EMt  Ruir  Blockuding  Sqnadroa,  under  Flag-Officur  MiKean.  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 
Eut  Gulf  Blockuding  Squadron,  under  Acting  Kcar-Adnilral  Lardncr.  C.  S.  N.,  1843. 
Eut  Tiuir  Blockading  Siiuadron.  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailef,  D.  S.  N.,  l8e2.1BM. 
Eaat  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Gr««no,  U.S.  N.,  1864. 
Eut  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Bi-ar- Admiral  Strihling,  I^  S.  K.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  S<|iuidruu,  under  Flag.Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Cuunjander  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  I9€i. 

Lower  Miaaiaaippi  Itlrer  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Uitcbell,  <'.  S.  N. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Kaudolpb,  C.  S.  N. 
Trans-MiasisAippi  Marine  Department,  under  Mi^jor  Leon  Sinitb.  C.  S,  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron;  under  Commodore  BcU,  IT.  S.  N.   {ud  interim),  1863, 
Weat  Gulf  Blockading  Sqaadron,  under  Kear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  &  N.,  1864. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  K. 

Weat  Golf  Blockading  Squatlron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Golf  Blockading  S<)uadrun,  uniler  Acting  RearAdiniral  Thatcher,  U.  8.  N.,  1866. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag  Officer  Famnd,  C,  S.  M. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Weatem  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Kodgers,  TT.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Naral  Forces  on  Waateni  Wat«r«,  nnder  Flag-uHicor  Fuote,  V.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Fljkg.Offloer  HolUos,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Farces  on  Western  Waters,  nnder  Flag-Oflloer  Davis,  U.  S.  K .,  1861. 

*  Miaaiiaippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

*  Mioaiaaippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
'Mlaaisaippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag  <  itficer  Lvneb,  C.  S.  N. 

Miaaiasippt  Squadron,  nnder  Rear  Adinirn)  Porter,  U.  S.  N..  leffl-lBM. 
Ulsaissippi  Sqoadroo,  nnder  Acting  RoorAdminU  Lee,  U.  S.  K.  1864-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  R«d  River,  Louisiana,  nnder  Lieutenant  J.  H.  (Tarter,  C  B.  K. 


*The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  thst  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  docmuents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  O,  C. 


LIST  OF  TTITITED  STATES  TS8SSL8  OF  WAS  BSSVUfO  IX  THE  BOME  SQUADRON 
ASD  POTOMAC  FLOTILLA  DVRINQ  TBE  FEBIOD  OOYEBED  BY  TBIS  VOLUME. 


Vjjo. 


Bate. 


AUeghsDy , 

AnaoMtlm 

B«Uey 

Baltimore 

Brooklyn 

Care* 

Conrdo  Lion 

Constitation 

Cmuder 

ComberUnd .' 

Sawn  

E.  B.  Hala 

2.  H.  Berbort... 
Edwin  Fomat... 

TUg 

Forward 

Oeneral  Pntnam. 

Harriet  Lane 

Howell  Cobb 

HaDteville 

loeBoata 

bland  Belle 

Jacob  Bell 

Keyatone  State.. 

Uaoedonian 

Maasacbnsette. . . 

Uerrimack 

Mobawk 

Montgomery 

Ucntioello 

Mount  VetBon . . . 
Mount  Vernon  b  . 

Niagara 

Pawnee 

Pengnln 

Perry 

Phlladelpbia 

Pocahontaa 

Powbatan 

Powhatane 

QnakerCity 

B.B.  Forbes 

RB.Cnyler 

Reliance 

Resolate 

Bcaene 


Foortb  . 
Fourth  . 


Fonrtb  . 
Second  . 
Fonrtb  . 
Fourth  . 
Second  . 
Fourth  . 
Second  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth . 


Third. 


Fourth  . 
Third... 


Third.. 
Fourth 
Fourth 
Fourth 
Third.. 
Second  ... 
Second  .. 
First  .... 
Fourth  . . 
Third.... 
Fonrtb  .. 
Fourth  .. 
Fourth  .. 
Firet  .... 
Second  .. 
Fourth  . . 
Fourth  . . 
Fourth  .. 
Third.... 
Fiiat  .... 
Fourth  . . 
Second  . . 
Fourth  . . 
Third.... 
Fourth  . . 
Fourth  .. 
Fourth  . . 


TOMHAOB. 


SIT 


SCO 

2,070 

ISO 

110 

1,578 

US 

1,726 

8M 

220 


938 


123 
«1» 


840 


123 

220 

1,364 

1,841 

1,155 

3,200 

464 

787 

656 

625 

500 

4,682 

1,280 

389 

270 

500 

694 

2,415 

500 

1,428 

329 

1,200 

90 

90 

HI 


Claw. 


Screw  steamer 

....do 

Coast  Surrey  schooner. 

Side- wheel  steamer 

Screw  steamer 

Side- wheel  steamer 

....do 

Sailing  mgate 

Screw  steamer 

Sailing  sloop 

Screw  stesmer 

Screw  sloop 

Chartered  tug 

....do 

Screw  steamer 

Bevenne  cutter 

Side- wheel  steamer 

do 


Screw  steamer 

Philadelphia  ice  boat. 

Side  wheel  steamer 

Side-wheel  tug 

Side-wheel  steamer  . . . 

Sailing  sloop 

Screw  steamer 

Screw  frigate 

Screw  steamer 

do 

do 

do 

Side- wheel 

Screw  steamer 

Screw  sloop 

Screw  steamer 

Sailing  brig 

Side- wheel  steamer.  ■ . . 

Screw  steamer 

Side- wheel  steamer . . . 

do 

do 

Screw  steamer 

do 

do 

Tog 

do 


a  Known  also  as  Release  and  Rerrigerator. 
b  Name  changed  to  Mount  Washington. 
<  Name  changed  to  King  Philip. 
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18 

381 
39 
29 
62 
83 

288 
34 
46 


116 
17 


52 

50 

24 

49 

133 

280 

112 

480 

78 

66 

96 

SO 

40 

387 

94 


GVHB. 


I 
24 
2 

3 
16 

5 
24 

2 

4 


8 
2 

2 

a 

6 

22 

5 

92 

7 

5 

5 

3 

1 

12 


69 

5 

77 

7 

24 

1 

95 

6 

217 

U 

14 

1 

129 

4 

52 

2 

134 

10 

17 

2 

16 

2 

20 
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OPERATIONS  IN  THE  GULF  OF  MEXICO. 


NOVEMBER  15,  1860,  TO  JUNE  7,  1861. 


N  W  B — VOL  4 1 


Jtejwrt  of  Lieutenant  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  comma  nil  ing  U.  S.  «S".  Mohawk, 
transmitting  torrespoHdtnce  regarding  mtanurvH  of  protntion  for  Fort^ 
Taylor  and  Jefferson,  Fla. 

U.  8.  S.  Mohawk, 
Key  West,  November  13,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  oiicloso  to  you  a  coi)y  of  a  letter  I  have 
received  iVom  Ca|>taiii  M.  C  Meigs,  U,  8.  Eiigiueers. 

Believing  that  in  the  present  deplorable  condition  of  afl'airs  in  the 
Southern  States  the  interests  of  the  Oeiieral  (iovernnient  will  be  best 
subserved  liy  taking  such  measures  as  will  prevent  the  possibility  of 
the  seizure  of  these  strongholds  by  any  band  of  lawless  men,  I  consider 
it  my  duty  to  guard  against  that  contingem y.  I  will  therefore  sad 
to-morrow  for  the  Tortiigas,  and  have  advised  Lieutenant  Commaudiug 
Stanly  to  guard  this  place. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lieutenaut  Commanding  Stanly. 

I  need  not  say  to  you,  sir,  that  I  have  adoittcd  this  measure  only  from 
calm  and  mature  deliberation,  ami  with  great  hope  tliat  my  fears  may 
not  be  realized,  but  that  our  wmntry  may  yet  recover  from  the  agitation 
which  seems  disturbing  it  to  its  center. 

I  can  assure  you  that  I  wilt  jiroceed  with  the  utmost  circum8i)e<?tion, 
and  in  such  a  way  as  can  not  give  oHonsc  nor  provoke  caAnl. 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  instructions  for  my  future 
guidance  under  this  unforeseen  and  melancholy  statu  of  atlairsf 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^T.  AoGs,  Craven, 
Lieutenant,  Vommauding, 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 
I  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

dt 


|Eu(lon«f*mnut.J 

The  Department  does  not,  from  any  information  in  its  possession, 
deem  it  necessary  that  you  should  remain  at  the  Tortugas  to  guard 
Fort  Jefferson;  you  will  therefore  proce«<i  to  your  cruising  ground. 


[Encluaurutt.J 

Key  West,  Fla.,  November  15, 1860. 

Sir:  The  news  received  by  the  steamer  Isabel  last  night  indicates 
such  a  state  of  excitement  among  a  i)ortion  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Sliites  that  it  appears  to  me  i)roper  that  some  piiH'autions  should  be 
taken  to  prevent  an  attemjjt  by  some  small  expedition  U>  seize  upon 
Port  Taylor  or  Fort  JeH'erson. 

The  first  contains,  I  understand,  a  considerable  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion and  some  guns.  Fort  Jefl'erson,  at  the  Tortugas,  is  without  guns 
or  ammuiutiou. 
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OPERATIONS   IN   THE   OULF 

I  look  f<tr  no  £'S]j(Hnti(>ri  authori/ed  by  the  constitiitcfl  ivntliorities  of 
any  State,  but  any  hiiiuII  natty  of  iiipii  anxious  to  embroil  tlicdiflon'nt 
sections  of  the  Union  nii},fbt  tiud  a  tempting  bait  in  eitlier  oi  these 
importuTit  fortresses. 

I  a<blresse^l  to  day  a  not«  t<j  Captain  J.  M.  Itrannaii,  of  the  First 
Artillery,  who,  with  only  eighteen  men  fit  for  duty,  is  statiiuu'd  at  the. 
Key  West  barracks,  Cidiinj;  his  attention  to  tins  subject,  and  I  be{f  leave 
respectfully  to  suggest  U>  you  the  luitjiriety  of  so  disposing  of  tins  nav;d 
forces  under  your  couiniau<l  a«,  while  exciting  the  least  attention,  to 
make  the  success  of  any  such  t'Npedition  imiM)8sible. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Meigs, 
CapUiin  of  Engineers,  in  charge  of  fort  Jefferson. 

Commander  T.  A.  CitAVBN, 

Commanding  Naval  Forees  at  Key  West. 


U.  S.  8.  Mohawk, 

Kni  West,  Sovemher  16,  ISdO. 

Sir:  By  an  ofticiiil  eoinuiunication  iVoin  Captniu  Meigs,  IT.  S.  Engi- 
neers, my  attention  is  cnlleil  to  the  Hnprotect<'d  condition  of  Fori  Tay- 
lor, whii'h  comniands  tliis  li;nlior. 

1  enclose  you  a  copy  of  tlie  letter  of  Captain  Meigs. 

Whatever  be  the  result  of  llie  issue  now  raisetl  iigaiiist  the  Generid 
Government  by  the  |»eople  of  a  few  Soniheni  States,  the  iiiipoi  taiiceof 
the  posts  at  this  jdace  and  Ihe  Tortngascan  not  lie  oveiestiniaied,coin- 
inanding  as  they  do  llie  comiiiei-ce  nl'  (ln^  (iulf  o(  Mexico.  I  there 
fore  deem  it  my  duly  to  advisi-  you  to  use  the  vessel  under  your  com- 
inaiid  for  tiie  defease  (d'  iMirt  Taylor,  while  the  Mitluiirl;  will  hold  the 
Tort  u  gas. 

It  IS  not  necessary  to  advise  an  oflicer  of  your  discretion  of  the 
extreme  delicacy  of  the  positions  occuitied  heie  by  the  oUicers  of  the 
United  States.  Wc  must  beware  of  giving  any  oH'mise  by  which 
to  peri>lex  the  (|Ucsti<Mis  at  issue,  while  at  the  same  time  we  must 
tirinly  <(iscliarge  our  ttiitics  under  the  laws  of  the  I'nited  States. 

Fervently  trusting  that  t  he  w  ounds  of  oar  country  may  yet  be  healed, 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obeilient  servant, 

T.  AUfiS.  C'lJAVEN, 

Lieutenant,  Cnmitui tiding. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  F.  Stanly, 

Vommandivg  U.  S,  S.  Wyandotte. 


Order  of  F lag-Officer  J'endergrast,  U.  8.  Ifary,  commanding  Uome  Squad- 
ron, to  Commander  Hazard,  U,  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  tH.  S.  Poca- 
hontas. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 
Off  Vera  ('ruz,  Xorcmln-r  ;?.»,  JStlf). 
8ltt:  You  will  please  make  a  requisition  kn-  coal  siiJlicientto  lill  your 
vessel ;  also  keep  the  water  of  the  Pocahontas  tilled  tip,  ready  for  sea  at 
short  notice. 

tVery  respectfully, 
O.  J.  Pendekoua.st. 
Flag-officer, 
Commander  Hazard, 
Commanding  U,  iS,  S.  Pocahontas,  Home  Squadron, 
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Order  of  the  /Secretary  of  the  }iar\j  to  FUig-OjJicer  PenderffraKi,  U.  S, 
Xavy,  commanding  Home  Squadron,  regarding  U,  S.  uluop  (S7.  LouU. 

Navy  Department,  I>ecember  34,  JS60. 
SiU:  As  the  cruise  of  the  sloop  of  war  <S7.  Louis  has  nearly  expired, 
yi)ii  will  on  the  recei])t  hireof  direct  her  to  proceed  to  Peiisacola,  Fla., 
and  there  await  the  hirther  orders  of  the  Department. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I,  TOUCKY. 
FlafrOnUer  C.  .1.  I'KNDEIUJKAST, 

L'ommandiiig  Jlomc  Squadruti,  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico, 


Order  of  the  Secrettiry  of  the  Ifary  to  rommundant  navy  yard,  Peniia<iola. 

Navy  1>ei'autment,  January  3,  1801. 

Sill:  lie  vitiilaiit  to  protect  the  public  i)to])erty.  The  commanding 
olEeer  at  Fort  liarraacas  has  been  instructed  to  consult  with  yon,  and 
you  will  cooperate  with  him. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOUOBY. 

Comiuodore  James  Akmstbong, 

Commanding  Xary   Yard,  Warrington,  Fla. 

[Eudtini«niunt.] 

Bticeipt  aukuowledgud  on  the  0th  of  January,  18K1. 

J.  A[bmstkono], 


Report  of  eommandant  navy  yard,  rensaeoJa,  of  departure  of  U.  8.  S, 

CruHader, 

Oommant)ant's  Ofi'ke,  Tensacola  Navy  Yard, 

Warrington,  Flu.,  January  J,  hSai. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  departure  from  tliis  station  last 
evenin;:;  of  the  I'.  S.  H.  Crusader,  under  the  corumand  of  Lieutenant 
John  N.  Matlitt. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  j'oiir  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Akm.strong, 

Comniandunt. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucky, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


U 


riiort  of  Cohtnel  Commandant   IT.  8.  Marine  Corps,  transmitting  corre- 
spondence regarding  rations  for  Warrington  nary  yard. 

IlEAUyUAUTEES   MARINE   CORPS, 

Washington,  January  o,  ISHO  [ISdl]. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  the  Department  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Quar- 
■rmaster,  enclosing  coi)ies  of  two  notes  Irom  Warrington,  Fla.,  to 
iiiili  I  resi>ectfiilly  recoimncud  unniediate  attention. 
1  am,  sir,  very  resjjectfully,  yours, 

J  NO.  Harris, 
Colonel  Commandant. 
Don.  Isaac  Toitcky, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary. 


« 
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[EitcliMiiro.] 

Heaiiqitauters  Marine  Corps, 
Quartermanter'a  Office,  W<i)ihin;iton,  January  f),  1S61, 
Sir:  I  enclose  lierowitli  a  copy  of  a  note  tliia  day  received  from  Cap- 
tain J.  Watson,  ftiniuiaiidin;^  marines  at  Wanini,'!©!!,  I'la.,  and  also 
copy  of  a  note  addressed  liy  ('.  V.  Knapp,  contractor  for  rations  for 
18Ci,  to  Captain  Watson. 

I  (leeiti  this  matter  of  sudicient  importance  to  call  tlio  immediate 
attention  of  tlie  commandant  of  the  Corps  to  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

W.  B.  Slack, 
Qtutrtermagler  Marine  Corps. 
Colonel  John  Harris, 

Commandnnt  Marine  Corps,  Headquarters. 

(SubeudtMuraa.] 

Marine  Barracks, 

Wiirrinijtmi,  Fla.,  December  HI,  \1SG0.] 

Dear  Slack:  I  send  you  a  iu>te  that  I  received  this  morning  from 
Mr.  Kna])p,  the  ration  contractor.  You  will  oblige  me  with  your 
iidvlce.  Wc  can  not  get  anything  on  credit;  cash  on  delivery.  Tlie 
(Jovernment  credit  is  very  low  on  this  i)oint.  Should  you  direct  me  to 
purchase,  send  the  coin. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  Watson. 
Major  Wm.  B.  Slack, 

Quartermaster  Marine  Corps,  Washington. 


Pensacola,  December  29, 18(10. 
Beau  Sir:  I  will  furnish  rati<Mis  under  my  contract  [forj  liHil  til! 
I  give  you  notice. 

Yours,  most  respectfully,  etc., 

C.  P.  Knapp, 
Per  Ira  Smith. 
Oaptaiu  Watson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Marine  Barracks,  Wasbin(/ton. 

P.  S. — My  object  in  addressing  as  above  is  this,  that  if  Florida  goes 
out  of  the  i'niou  1  will  not  furnish  afterwards. 
Yours,  etc., 

C.  P.  Knapp, 
Per  Ira  Smith. 

[EndoraemiAt.} 

Answer  that  if  the  contractors  refuse  to  supply  he  will  make  appli 
cation  to  the  commamhint  of  the  yard  for  the  navy  rations,  which  will 
bo  issued  to  thi-m  anil  paid  for  from  the  appropriation  for  provisions 
for  the  Marine  Corjis. 


[Talagnm  In  cipbor.] 

Confidential.]  Navy  Departjient,  January  5,  ISOl. 

I'roceed  immediately  with  the  Macedonian  to  Warrington  [Fla.]  and 
report  to  commandant  navy  yard  for  i>rotectiou  of  public  property. 

I.  TorcEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  James  Glynn, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8hip  Macedonian,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
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ITelogruni  in  cipher.] 

Confiflenfial.j  NATi'  Department,  Jtinuary  5,  1801. 

Proceed  iiiiineiliately  toOardcu  Keyaiidciiopenvte  with  foniminitling 
officer  to  i)rotect  ))iil)!ie  ])roi>erty  aiul  prevent  juiyoiie  iioiii  landing 
luiliroperly.  On  arrival  of  troops  detailed  lor  that  post  returu  to  pres- 
ent port. 

I.  TOUCEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Lieuteiiaut  J.  N.  Maffitt, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cruatuler,  Pensacola,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  commandant  navy  yard,  PcHsa- 
cola,  regarding  cooperation. 

Confidential.]  Navy  DEPARTMENT,  January  5,  1S61. 

Siu:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  dire<-t  Licutenaut  Maffitt  to 
l>roceed  iimuediately  with  the  CruKader  to  the  Tttrtii^^as  to  (cooperate 
with  the  couiiiianiliug  otlicer  of  the  works  to  protect  the  public  pro|»- 
ei'ty  and  to  prevent  the  landinfj  of  any  iniju'oper  iiersons.  You  will 
direft  Lieutenant  iMaffitt  to  letnni  to  Peiisaeola  when  the  troops 
detailed  for  Fort  Jefferson  shall  have  arrived  there. 
I  atu,  re8i)ect(ully,  your  obedient  servaut, 


Commodore  .Tasies  Abmstrono, 

Commandant  Navy   Yard,  Warrington.  Fin. 


I.  TOUCBY. 


I  Note. — This  letter  did  not  reach  its  destination,  the  officer  to  whom 
it  was  iutrnstcd  having  failed  to  deliver  it,J 


(Telflgnun.] 


Portsmouth  [N.  IT.],  January  7,  1801. 
Your  telegram  is  received  and  believed  to  be  understood  correctly. 

J.  Glynn, 

Captain, 
Isaac  TorcEY, 

Secretary  Mary. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Pensacola,  regarding  measure*  for  the 
relief  of  the  employex  of  that  yard, 

Oommaudant's  Office,  Pensacola  Navy  Yard, 

Warrington,  Fla,,  January  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  With  extreme  regret  1  ttud  myself  comp<dled  to  represent  to 
the  Department  the  suffering  condition  of  many  of  the  mechanics  and 
lalwiers  emjdoyed  in  this  navy  yard,  in  consequence  of  the  nonpay- 
ment of  the  wages  due  them  since  the  1st  of  November  last,  the  pay- 
master not  having  funds  to  pay  the  rolls.  Numerous  appeals  have  been 
nnide  to  me  for  interi>ositiou  an<l  aid,  which  I  <'an  not  afford. 

I  enclose  here w  ith  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  executive  officer 
of  the  yard  by  a  worthy  ship  carpenter,  showing  the  distress  in  which 


OPERATIONS   IN   THE   C.VLF   OF  MEXICO. 

his  fiiitiily  is  itrvolveil;  iiiid  lliis  is  Itnt  out'  of  iiuitiy  cases  of  snOcr- 
ing,  somoof  wlircli  m(^  <frt'ater  than  liis.  UtMlesift.'s  that  in  the  iUist'iico 
of  money  in-ovisioiis  may  be  issui-d  tVoni  the  naval  store,  and  in  (tnler 
to  relievo  thesntrerinjj  as  far  aspiiU'ticable,  I  very  (earnestly  solicit  tiiat 
authority  may  bo  given  me  to  cause  siiiiplies  to  be  I'niiiished  Cirmi  that 
sonrce  to  those  i)ers<)ns  to  whom  pay  for  hihor  is  due,  tlie  eost  thereof 
Ui  be  charged  to  their  respective  accounts. 

Trusting  that  a  favorable  response  will  be  given  to  this  ai»plieati<tn, 
an<l  that  the  same  will  be  sent  by  telegrajih,  I   have  the  honor  to  be, 
ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•Tas.  Aum.strong, 

Commandant. 
I  Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavi/y  WtiMnfftoii,  7>.  C. 

[Rncloinrn.] 

Waruinuton  |Fla.],  Januari/  S,  is(>}.  - 
SiB:  Having  a  large  family  fo  support,  consisting  of  my  wife  and 
seven  chihlren,  and  having  been  discharged  finm  my  einploynicut  in 
the  yard,  as  you  aie  alieady  aware,  1  am  necessarily  compelled  to  si'ck 
emplii>nient  elsewhere;  > et  before  I  leave  1  am  anxious  to  see  my 
wife,  and  httle  ones  plai'cil  beyond  the  reach  of  immediate  want,  and  as 
it  took  all  I  c(Mdd  earn  heretofore  to  live  IVotn  one  pay  day  to  armther, 
we  are  now  placed  in  a  rather  strait<'ned  situation.  I  w<(uld  there- 
fore respectl'ully  solicit  your  kind  interference  on  my  belialf,  to  enable 
me  to  get  thoauKmnt  due  to  me  by  the  ('.  8.  (rovcrnment  ftn-  labor  per- 
formed iu  the  navy  yard,  or  an  eipiivaletit  in  provisions;  aud  1  will,  as 
in  duty  bound,  ever  pray  for  your  welfare. 

Very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^_  8.  A.  Williams. 

^B  Captain  E.  Farrand, 

^M  Exemtire  Officer,  Pensacola  Naral  Station. 

U       — 

Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  PeTutacoIa,  transmitting  renolution*  ojf 
em'jj>U}yh  of  that  yard  regarding  vitatures  of  relief. 

Commandant's  Office,  Pknsacola  Navy  Yard, 

Warrington,  Fla.,  January  !>,  1861. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  yesterday  to  address  tho  Department  in  rela- 
tion to  the  state  ttf  want  and  sufiering  to  which  the  i-mploycs  of  this 
navy  yard  are  reduced  in  conscipienee  of  their  failure  to  receive  the 
pay  due  them  for  services  rendered  siuee  the  1st  of  November,  18C0, 
and  to  re(iuef-t  your  authority  to  relieve  the  suffering  by  the  issue  of 
provisions  from  the  naval  stm-e.  1  have  now  to  beg  leave  to  sulimit  t-o 
your  t'onsideratioii  the  eiu'loscd  copy  of  a  report  of  the  jn'oceedings  of 
a  meeting  held  in  Warrington  last  evening  by  the  jiersons  interested, 
and  I  earnestly  reiterate  the  a[>ptication  contained  iu  my  letter  of  yes- 
terday for  authority  to  atiord  tlie  relief  solicited. 
i;         I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re.spcetlully,  your  obedient  Bcrvant, 

^^  '    J  AS.   ARMSTR<iN(i, 

^^r  Commandant, 

^V  lion.  Isaac;  Toucey, 

^B         Sixret-ary  of  the  Naty,  Wajihington,  D,  G. 


^ 


I'rorcfilinyH  n/  a  mcilinij  of  Ihr  e 

Hall  on    Ihr  trrninii  n/  Janiutrii  S,  JSiJI,  of  which    .}fr.   If. 
ly.  O.  harlli  levrcUiTij, 

On  motion,  duly  ina(1(5  iiud  seconded,  it  was  niinuirtiously 

Kenolred,  fimt,  Tbat  ii  (•nmmittee  be  iippointed  to  wait  on  ConitixHlore 
James  Armstrontr.coininandiiif;  this  navy  yard  and  station,  and  retpiest 
him,  in  view  of  tlio  {jreat  distress  existiny  amoiij;  the  meciniuics  and 
others  employed  in  the  navy  yard  in  eouse«ineuce  of  the  delay  of  pay- 
ment by  the  U.  S.  (.lovernment,  to  authorize  an  issue  of  provisions 
from  the  navy  store  ti)  those  who  are  in  want,  sneh  issue  to  be  deducted 
fioni  the  amounts  due  tiiem  respectively  on  the  navy  yaril  pay  rolls  for 
the  months  ot  November  and  December,  IH'O. 

lU-xolrvd.  nccoiiil.  That  one  member  of  the  aforesaid  committee  be 
apjMiinted  from  em  h  of  the  trades  working  in  the  yard. 

licxolreih  thifil.  That  thecotnmitteebeconstituted  as  follows:  John  L. 
F'orter,  esc].,  naval  consti  u<tor;  Mr.  James  II.  Dovle,  Major  VV.  Morrill, 
Mr.  J.  G.  Fell,  Mr.  Thomas  Uallew,  Mr.  I'arrish.  "Sh.  W.  j.  Fell,  Mr.  W. 
Nix,  Mr.  A.  <t.  Middhtou,  Mr.  John  tJalla.iter.  Mr.  .1.  Longley;  said 
committee  beiii};  reiinested  to  wait  on  Commodore  Arnistronjj  at  10 
o'clock  tomorrow  morninfr  and  to  report  to  this  meeting  at  7  o'clock 
in  the  evenintt  of  the  same  day. 

licnolvid,  fourth.  That  this  meeting  do  now  juljourn,  Ui  meet  again  in 
this  place  at  7  o'clock  to-morrow  evening. 

\\'iLLiA"\t  .T.  Fell,  Chairman. 
VV.  G.  HAirrn,  Hcvretary. 


(TelBgram.) 

Pensacola,  Janvary  9,  JfiCJ. 
Mechanics  and  laborers  on  default  of  pay  much  distres.sed.    Aj)peal 
for  relief  of  issue  of  jno  visions  from  naval  store.     Will  Dejiartment 
authorize  by  telegraph  such  course t    Is  Lieutenant  Stribling's  resig- 
nation accepted? 
Respectfully, 


Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  Alupy. 


Jas.  Armstrong, 

Commandant, 


^Onh 


'r  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flaf/Offlcer  Pendergrant,  U.S. 
Xavy,  commanding  Uomi'  Squadron. 

Navt  Department,  January  9,  18^1, 
Sir:  Direct  Capt.  IT.  A.  Adams  to  proceed   with  the  IJ.  S.  frigate 
Sabiue  umler  his  command  to  rensacola,  and  there  await  the  further 
orders  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

I.  TOUCET. 
Flag  Officer  G.  J.  PENDKiir.KAST, 

Comniandiiuj  Home  Sqiiiidron,  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 
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ort  of  Lieutenant  Maffitt,  U.  S,  Navy,  commuHtUnff  U.  S.  A*.  Crusader. 

U.  S.  S,  CitiiSAnER, 
Off  Havana,  January  9, 1S61. 
Sill:  I  roport  my  return  to  tlie  north  «!oast  of  Cuba. 
1  am,  respfi'tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  Maffitt, 
JAeutenant,  CommandiHfi. 
Hon.  ISAJLC  TOUOET, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington,  I).  €, 


■t  ofcnmmandant  nary  yard,Pen«acola,  rcf/arding  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte. 

Commandant's  Office,  Pbnsacola  Navy  Yaru, 

Warrhtfflon,  Fia.,  January  9,  18t>l. 
8lU:  The  U.  S.  S.  Wyandatte  bcitifj  deficient  in  her  coiuplemeut  of 
oflicers,  I  have  (tnlered  Lieutenant  John  Irwin  t-o  rqtort  for  temporary 
duty  on  hoard  that  vessel. 
I  iiave  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  ABMSTltONii, 

Vommamiant. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Watshington,  J).  C. 


[Tetognrai.] 

Navv  DEPARTsrENT,  January  10,  iSdl. 
Proceed  to  Bea  immediately,  touching  at  Tortugas. 

I.  TOUOKY, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  James  Glynn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Macedonian,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


tTelegmm.l 

Navy  DepaHTMENT,  January  10,  ISfil. 
Provisions  maybe  issued  to me<'hanics  and  htborers at eost  prii-e,  not 
to  exceed  amount  of  wages  due  tliem.    Lieutenant  .Stribliuji's  resigna- 
tion accepted  by  telegraph.     Where  has  Lieutenant  Mattitt  gone! 
Cm  I.  TOUCEV, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  James  Armstrong, 


L^ep. 


ort  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Penaacola,  regarding  cooperation  with 
commanding  officer  at  Fort  liarrancati. 

Commandant's  Office,  Pensacola  Navy  Yard, 

Wtirringtou,  Fla.,  January  10,  mGl. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tt)  the  Dejtartment  iliat, in  obedience 
order  exmtanied  i 


aterl  with  tlio  romiiiandingr  ofticer  at  Fort  Barrancas  to  tho  extent 
which  tlie  ineaiia  at  uiy  coraniand  alTord. 
I  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas,  Armstrong, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wamhin^fton,  J).  O. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Penmmhi,  to  Commander  Walle,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  »hip  Supply,  rtujardiny  proKtuion*  for  Fort 
Pickena. 

Commandant's  Office,  Pensacola  Navy  Yard, 

Warrington,  January  W,  18(11. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  i)rotM'o<l  with  the  U.  S.  storesbip  Supply 
to  Fort  Pickens,  and  tt)  furnish  the  conimaiidiiig  ofticer  of  that  fort  such 
quantities  of  the  provisions  on  board  the  ship  as  he  may  require  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  men  in  the  fort,  taking  his  receipt  in  duplicate 
lor  the  articles  so  furnished.  Aft<'r  having  performed  this  duty  you 
will  return  with  the  ship  to  the  anchorage  off  this  navy  yard,uud  com- 
plete the  loading  of  ber  cargo  Avith  all  possible  dispatch. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Akmstrono, 

Commandant. 
Commander  Henry  Walks, 

Vummanding  U.  S.  iStoreship  Supply,  Pensacola  Bay. 


rt  of  Commander  Wall<c,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Supply, 
regarding  supply  of  provisions  for  Fort  Picketis. 

U,  8.  Stobeship  Supply, 
Off  Fort  PichciiM,  PenMcola  Bay,  January  10,  18(11. 
Sir:  In  acknowledging  the  reeeiptof  your  iustructious  of  this  date  1 
would  respectfully  inlbirn  you  that  the  eomuianding  oflicer  at  Fort 
IMckens  is  not  ready  to  take  the  provisions  referred  to  at  present,  and 
requests  all  the  a.ssistance  I  can  give  him  at  my  cominand. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe«lient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Flag-Offlcer  James  Armstrong, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola. 


Instructions  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Pensacola,  to  Paymaster  Var- 
ringlon,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  of  relief  for  employes  o/  that 
yard. 

Commandant's  Office,  Pensacola  Navy  Yakd, 

Warrington,  January  10,  1861, 
Sir:  You  will  make  requisitions  on  the  naval  storekeeper  for  such 
articlcjii  of  provisions  on  hand  as  are  suflicient  t<i  8m)ply  the  immediate 
necessities  of  such  of  the  employes  of  the  navy  yard  as  are  sufl'ering 
for  the  want  of  food  in  conseciuence  of  their  failure  to  receive  i)ayuient 
for  their  services  during  more  than  two  months  pai«t.    You  will  it>8ue 
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tbti  provisiouB  thiiH  drawn  to  such  of  the  various  ikm'hoiis  whose  names 
are  on  the  yanl  rolls,  and  to  whom  jiay  for  sorvices  rcmlertMl  is  duo,  hs 
may  desire  them,  to  the  extent  of  one- fourth  of  a  baircl  ol  [>ork  or  beef, 
one-fourth  of  a  barrel  of  (lour,  1  barrel  of  breail,  "_'<i  inHiiuts  (^f  sufjar, 
'20  j>outid8  of  riee,  'M  iMtutids  of  collee,  lit)  jKniuds  of  butler  to  cavh 
to  whom  the  cost  is  due,  (•liar;;inj;  the  same  at  the  invoice  ju'ices  to  the 
re«peetive  persons  supiilied,  ami  deduetiii}^  the  cost  (Vom  the  amount 
of  pay  due  theiis. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Armstboncj, 

Comviandant. 
Paymaster  L.  Waruington, 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard  at  Warrington. 


OrdiT  of  the  eovimandiint  navy  yard,  Pemacolu,  to  Commander  Wdlke, 
U.  S.  Navy,  oonimandiny  U.  i'.  ship  Supply,  reyardiny  supplies  for  FoA 
Pivknis. 

Commandant's  Office,  Pensaoola  Navy  Yard, 

W(irr}]i(itoi>,  ■htnnnry  IJ,  ISfil. 
StU:  You  will  laud  with  all  jxtssible  dispateh  the  jJi'Dvisioim  that 
have  been  rwjuire<l  l>y  the  eomiitandinfr  ollicer  at  Fort  Pickenw  lor  the 
subsistence  of  the  men  in  the  fort;  and  after  havitifjilone  so,  and  taken 
receipts  in  duplicate  Ibr  all  the  articles  delivered,  ytui  will  return  forth- 
with in  the  ship  to  the  anchorage  oti  this  navy  yard. 
1  am,  very  resiK'ctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

tjAS.   AKMSTRONO, 
('ommandant. 
Commander  Henby  Walkk, 
Comdij.  U.  S.  Storcxhip  Hupply,  off  Fort  Pickens,  Pctmacolti  Jlay. 
Letter  from  Lieutenant  Sleinmer,  U.  8,  Army,  commanding  Fort  Pickens, 
to  commnndiitil  miry  yard,  Pciinacola,  regarding  the  neirssity  of  cooper- 
ation/or the  protection  of  that  harbor. 
■  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacoi.a  llA^tnoR,  January  n,  ]Si;i. 

Hiu:  I  understand  that  it  is  your  iiitciitioi)  to  witbilriiw  froiu-this  fort 
tlie]u-otectioiudthc  U.  S.  S.  Wy<iiidottr;\\H\  the  storeshipA*i(;)jj((/,  contrary 
I      to  tin;  a;,aeemeiit  between  you  and  iiiyselt  day  bclbre  yesterday.     I  had 
I      the  hoiKU-  to  state,  as  1  di(l  to  you  in  the  presence  of  several  otliecrs  at 
(Hir  last  interview,  thut  without  the  uid  of  these  vessels  it  will  be  iiHerly 
I      impossible,  in  nay  opinion,  Ibr  me  to  luoteet  this  Imrbor,  uud  I  shall 
therefore,  in  ease  this  assistance  is  with(hawii,  instantly  rclin(|iiish  all 
hopes  of  delendiufj  the  place,  and  report  the  state  of  aliairs  immedi- 
ately by  a  messen^jer  to  Washinjrton. 

1  most  respe<'tfully  reijuest  an  immediate  answer  as  to  whether  the 
assistance  above  referred  to  is  to  be  withdrawn  or  not. 

By  order  of  A.  .1.  Sleinmer,  lirst  lieutenant.  First  Artillery,  U.  8. 
j      Army,  eoiumandinn  Fort  Pieliens: 

I  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

I  J.  IJ.  Oilman, 

F  Second  lAevlenanl,  First  Artillery,  Acting  Adjutant  of  the  Post. 

^_  Con 


Commodon-.  James  Aumstkong, 

U.  a.  Navy. 
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Letter  from  commandant  navy  yard,  Pensacolu,  to  Lieutenant  Slemmer, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Pickens,  erplnining  withdrawal  of  U.  S. 
»Mp  Supply. 

m 

Commandant's  Office,  I*ensacola  Navy  Yabd, 

Warrington,  January  11,  1861. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  coinuiunication  of  this  date  I  have  to  state  tbat 
the  U.  S.  stoieshi])  Supply  was  sent  to  Fort  rickeim  by  my  order  merely 
to  convey  the  provisions  you  reciuircd  uud  then  to  return  to  this  navy 
yanl.  The  Supply  is  nut  a  vessel  of  war,  and  havin;,'  been  sent  to  this 
station  for  the  special  s<'rvice  of  conveying  stores  and  coal  to  Vera  Cruz 
for  the  vessels  of  the  Ilnnie  S<iuadron  stationed  there,  it  is  my  duty  to 
diapat<:h  her  to  that  jiort  at  the  earliest  nionient  practicable,  in  con- 
formity with  the  orders  I  have  received  from  the  Navy  l)ci)artment, 
from  which  orders  1  can  not  deviate  further.  The  steamer  Wyandotte 
may  be  retained  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating  with  you  until  further 
orders. 
^^  I  am,  sir,  very  respectf^iUy,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

^H  Jas.  Armstrong, 

^^"  Commat^ant. 

I  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Slemmer,  U.  S.  Army, 

^^m  Commanding  at  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 

^^Orde 

U. 

I  Pri 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard  Pensacola,  to  Lieutenant  Bcrryman, 
V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  O.  S.  S,  Wyandotte,  to  assist  in  delivery  of 
provisions  from  U.  8.  ship  Supply. 


Commandant's  Office,  Pensacola  Navy  Yard, 

Warrington,  January  11,  18G1. 
Bib:  Yon  will  proceed  immediately  with  the  steamer  Wyandotte  and 
render  to  the  commandintr  oflicer  of  the  storeship  Supply  aid  and  assist- 
ance in  the  delivery  with  all  possible  dispatch  at  Fort  Pickens  of 
provisions  which  he  has  l)een  onkucd  to  land  there,  and  when  the 
•leliveries  shall  have  been  made  and  the  proper  receii>t«  obtained  you 
will  take  the  Supply  in  tow  to  the  anchorage  opposite  the  principal 
wharf  of  this  navy  yard  without  delay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  ARMSTBONa, 

Commandant. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  O.  H.  Berryman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Wyandotte,  Pensacola  Bay. 


h 


[Telognun.] 


PoRTSMOtTTn,  (N.  IT.l  January  11, 1861. 
Yonr  order  of  yesterday  is  understood.    The  ship  is  now  waiting  for 
the  funds  required. 

J.  Glynn. 
Isaac  Toccey, 

[Secretary  of  the  JVa»?y.] 
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(Telegram.] 

Navy  Dkpautment,  January  11,  ISai. 
Your  telegram  uf  11th  received.    Ho   to  seiv  iiuiuediately  without 
waiting  for  Inrida. 

I.  TOUOEY, 

Se<retary  of  the  Navy, 
Cuptaiu  .lAJrES  Glynn, 

Commanding  U.  H.  IShip  M aitdoHian,  I'orUmouth,  K.  H. 


[TelCKniiu.] 

PoETSMOHTH,  January  13,  1861. 
Your  t^logriiiii  of  yesterday  i.s  received.     Macedonian  jjoes  to  sea  to- 
morrow early,  if  the  [lilot  will  take  her. 

J.  Glynn, 

Cajitain. 
Isaac  Touoky, 

[Secretary  of  the  Xary.] 


[Telof^rmm.] 

Navy  Dei'Akt.mknt,  Jomiury  13,  iSdl. 
Frot^eed  to  sea  to-day, 

1.  ToucEY, 
Secretary  Xary. 
Cuptaiit  Jamks  Glynn, 

Commandiny  U.  S.  Skip  Maoedonum,  Portsmouth,  X.  11. 


Order  of  commandant  vary  yard,  Penxacola.  to  Lieutenant  Berryman, 
U,  8.  A'avy,  commandiny  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  reyardiny  cooperation 
with  Fort  Fickens. 

Commandant's  Opfi<;e,  Pensacola  Navy  Yabd, 

Warrinyton,  January  12,  1801. 
Snt:  You  will  oontinuo  to  cooperate  with  thecominauding  ollicer  at 
Fort  Pickeijs,  but  sliouhl  au  attack  be  iiiiule  you  wdi  not  liie  a  gun 
uideis.s  it  may  bo  iictiialiy  necessary  in  delbnse  of  the  vessel  under  your 
command.  In  the  event  of  the  capture  of  the  fort  you  will  proc-eed 
immediately  to  the  Btation  to  which  you  have  been  ordered  by  the  Navy 
Depai'tmeiit.  It  is  reported  that  this  yard  is  siuTouuded  by  armed  men. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas,  Akmstrong, 

Commandant. 
Lieutonant  Coinmaudiug  O.  II.  Beeryman, 

Commandiny  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  Fennacola  hay,  Florida. 


[Telttgram.] 

Pensacola,  January  13, 1861. 
Departure  of  Lieutenant  Maftitt  in  the  Crimadtr  reportetl  ou  the  2c 
[3d I  iustaiit.     Not  informed  of  his  movements  alter  that  date. 
Kespectfully, 

James  Akmstrong, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Wa«hinyton,  J),  C 
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Navy  DEPAiiTStENT,  January  12,  18G1. 
)n  receipt  of  this  return  to  Pensaoola  without  a  moment's  delay. 

I.   TOTICEV, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
LieutiMjant  .T.  N.  Mappitt, 

Vummanding  U.  IS.  <S'.  Crmader,  A'ew  Orleans. 


\Jjetter  from  FUuj-Offirer  Pendenjraiit,  U.  S.  Navy,  commantliny  Ilome 
Squadron,  to  commnHdiiiy  ojfin-m  of  veimelii  under  hi«  covimand,  request- 
iny  information  regarding  gmall  hoatn. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 
Off  Sacrificios,  January  13, 1801. 
Sir:  You  will  please  send  ine  a  list  of  your  boats  when  armed,  :ind 
inform  me  of  the  number  of  olticcrs  iind  men  in  each  composing  the 
crew,  exclusive  of  marines;  also  tlie  name  fif  the  boat  and  tlie  number 
of  men  slie  will  eoutiiiu  for  landing;  also  deseription  of  arma  for  each 
boat,  and  a  list  of  articles  for  each  boat,  in  accordance  with  the  Ord- 
nance Book  of  Instructions;  also  your  boat  signals,  if  you  have  any. 
Very  respectfully, 

ti.    .1.    PENDEROttAST, 

F  lag-Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Stjuadron. 

}aptain  Mercer, 

I'oichatan. 
Captain  Adams, 

Sahine. 
Captain  Marston, 

Ciiviberland. 
Commander  Poor, 

St.  Louin. 
Commander  Hazard, 

Fovahontas. 


Order  of  the  eommnndant  navy  yard,  Penxacola,  to  Commander  Walke, 
U.  S.  Navy,  communiling  U.  S.  xhip  Supply,  in  ca-KC  of  attack  upon  that 
yard. 

Commandant's  Office,  Pensacola  Navy  Yard, 

Warrington,  January  13, 1861. 

Sir:  I  am  infonne<l  that  the  navy  yard  is  surrounded  by  armed  meu. 
Should  an  att^ick  be  ma<le  you  will  proceed  immediately  to  Vera  Cruz 
with  the  stores  and  coal  you  have  now  on  board. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Armstrong, 

Commandant, 
Commander  Henry  Walke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Storexhip  Supply, 

off  Fort  Pickeiui,  Pensacola  Bay,  Flo, 


Beport  of  Captain  Armstrong,  U.  8.  Navy,  late  commanding  navy  yard,  Pensaoola,  Fla. 

[Telugriuu.J 

PENSACOLA,  .Jillllltiril  13,  isiil. 

Commissionera  ii]>})oint6(l  by  tlie  governor  of  Flnndii,  witii  ii  regiment 
of  iU'iiiod  iiuMi  at  the  f^Me,  (Icriiaiuled  llie  siirremlci-  ^^\'  this  navy  yard, 
liiiviiij^  ]>revi<)iisly  takt'ii  itossessiun  ul'  llie  itia^azim-s.  1  snrreiitEnri'd 
llie  j)lafe  and  struck  my  llaj^  at  liairjiast  1  o'l-Jock  p.  tii.  lliis  day.  Tlio 
stort'ship  l^iipjili)  sailed  I'or  Vera  Oniz  [Mexico)  the  tiionieiit  tlie  yard 
ll»g  was  lowered. 

I  Respect  tiiUy, 

JA31KS   AltMSTKONc;, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Ifavy,  laU^  Commandant  Xnvy  Yanl,  Wdrriiujton,  Flu, 
Won.  Isaac  Toucby, 
HecrvUiry  of  the  Navy,  WiuihingtoH, 
uav; 
deni 


Beport  of  Captain  Armstrong,  V.  S.  Navy,  lata  commanding  navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Fla. 

Washington,  ]>.  C,  January  35,  imi. 


Sre:  On  the  I'-'tli  instant  I  tidegraphed  you  from  I'eusacola  that  the 
navy  yard  near  that  jdace  ha<l  been  Miurendcred  t»y  myself  on  tlio 
demand  ol'  aiitliorized  eommissiouers  of  the  State  uf  Flori(ia,  eouute- 
iianced  and  siii))i(»rted  by  a  superior  foree  of  State  troops,  ai<ied  by 
reenibrcements  from  an  adjoining  State.  In  ()r(fer  to  exonerate  myself 
from  oven  the  siis]>ici(»n  of  a  failure  to  exereise  the  utmost  vigilance,  I 
have  the  honor  ti>  call  y<mr  attention  to  tlteapjieuded  eorrespondeuee,* 
which  took  place  between  otliers  aiul  myself,  the  lesult  of  your  (trder 
issued  to  me  on  the  'Sd  instant.  This  order  was  i-eeeivetl  on  the  !tth, 
an<l  simjily  directed  nu-  to  "be  vigilant  (o  protect  (he  public  jiropeity,'" 
Inrther  iuforunng  me  that  the  eoniuuinding  otiicer  id'  I'Virt  Harrancas 
had  been  iustrncled  to  eonsnlt  with  me,  and  that  1  .should  eooperate 
witli  him.  I  ettdeavorcd  to  perform  my  duty  in  these  particulars,  and 
every  ])rocautinu  that  eouM  l>e  taken  in  gnaiding  and  protecting  a 
property  so  defenseless  aial  ill  sujjplied  with  men  and  arms  was  at 
once  ailopted.  Not  for  a  nujuient  was  my  watidifulness  i-elaxe{l,  nor 
«lid  I  hesitate  to  eooi)erate  to  the  extent  of  my  instructions  with  the 
commanding  oflic(?r  at  Fort  lUirrancas. 

I  had  no  specith:  inslruettons  to  guide  me.  I  was  not  advised  of  the 
intended  p(tlicy  of  the  (iovernmcnt  in  dealing  with  these  troubles,  aud 
wholly  deslitnto  u\'  the  necessary  iiieaiis  for  coping  with  so  superi<u'  a 
force,  1  was  let"t  to  the  conclusions  of  my  own  jmlgmeiit.  As  already 
stated,  the  yai-d  was  surrendered  fin  the  1-th  instant.  On  the  morning 
of  that  day  1  was  apprised  by  an  oilicer  of  the  yard  that  a  formidable 
military  force  liad  invested  the  east  gate,  having  ou  their  way  already 
possessed  themselves  of  the  magazine.  Circumstanced  as  I  was,  resist- 
aneo  was  worse  than  a  desjierate  ventnre.  My  first  act  was  to  secure 
the  sigiuil  books  and  <lestroy  them.  This  <MIeeted,  1  was  coufronte*!  by 
^_  the  State's  eouimissioiiers,  who  dcnmmled  the  surrender  of  the  navy 
^H  yard.  My  position  was  a  nu)st  painful  (uie.  With  but  twenty-three 
^"  marines  ou  dnty  ami  a  mechaiueal  forcedisattfected  ami  sympathizing 
[         with  the  revolutionists,  what  slntw  of  resistance  could  I  have  made. 


■  Set)  preec(liii}»  pngoa. 
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opposed  ii8  I  was  by  live  or  six  luiiulred  wcll-iirined  aud  picked  troops? 
The  defenseless  condition  of  tlie  yard  rendered  it  an  easy  prey,  and  the 
utmost  vi{(ilanee  coiiJd  not  have  averted  the  attack.     Besides,  I  had  no 
•  instnietions  to  guide  uio  in  dealing  with  this  serious  movement,  involv- 
;  ing  the  ux'st  fearful  touse(iii6uce8.    And  could  I  dare  assume  so  gn»ve 
a  responsibility  as  striking  a  blow,  useless  in  practical  results,  and  a 
signal  for  inaugurating  all  the  dread  horrors  of  a  civil  war?    My 
impression  was  that  conciliation  aud  a  forbearing  treatment  was  the 
policy,  apitareiitty,  of  the  Governuiont,  and  so  impressed  1   pursued 
^  that  course  which,  in  view  of  my  defenseless  state,  received  the  sanc- 
,  tion  of  my  Judgment.     Kesistarice  would  have  availed  nothing,  but, 
'  increasing  the  alreatly  feverish  irritation  of  feeling,  led  to  acts  of  merci- 
I    less  slaughter  and  destruction,  I'uniidiuating  these  unfortunate  diffi- 
culties; all  this  without  one  desireil  result  or  hoped  for  success  to  my 
Government  being  attained.     Had  1  been  directed  to  defend  my  jKisition 
at  every  hazard  and  under  all  circumstances,  I  and  the  little  band  of 
brave  hearts  under  my  conimaud  would  have  freelj'  sacriliced  our  lives 
in  obedieuce  to  superior  authority.     I  have  never  yet  sought  to  evade 
any  duty,  never  disobeyed  an  order,  or  been  found  wanting  in  loyalty 
to  my  Government  aud  its  tlag.     I  may  have  erred,  my  judgment  may 
have  been  at  fault,  but  my  conscience  acquits  me  of  either  perpetrated 
or  intended  faithlessness  to  my  country.     I  harbored  no  sympathy  with 
the  viewsand  objecfsof  the  revolutionists,  but  .sought  alone  todo  my  tluty 
faithfully  autl  etlicientiy  until  overpowered  by  a  force  1  had  no  means 
reiteliing.     Had  my  loyalty  to  the  Federal  (iovernment  been  at  all 
uestionable,  it  would  have  yielded  to  the  temiiting  and  seductive  over- 
es  ma<le  to  me  after  the  capitulation  to  enter  the  naval  service  of 
e  seceding  States.     I  refused  to  entertain  such  a  proposition,  aud  at 
lice  and  peremptorily  rejected  every  otter.     My  allegiance  and  duty  to 
'e  Fetleral Government  were  explicitly  announced  with  the  esi)ressed 
ictcrmination  to  die  as  I  had  lived,  uuder  the  Stars  aud  Strii>e8  of  ray 
uiitry. 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate,  in  submitting  this  sUUement  and  accom- 

nying  papers,  to  refer  to  my  .service.     For  a  half  century  on  land 

d  sea  I  have  served  my  country.    Twenty  three  years  of  this  time 

ave  been  8i)ent  afloat,  and  whether  ashore  or  atloat  I  have  always 

striven  to  perform  my  duties  a<;ceptably  and  faithfully. 

And  now,  when  my  life  is  fast  drawing  to  a  do.se,  1  have  increased 
motives  for  avoiding  everything  calculate<l  to  imperil  my  hard-earned 
rejuitation,  and  can  but  feel  acutely  any  imiiutation  on  the  [)art  of  my 
fellow-citizens  questioning  my  fidelity  to  a  Government  I  revere  aud 
love,  and  my  devotion  to  a  flag  I  have  ever  been  proud  to  serve  uuder. 
In  conclusion  i>ermit  me  most  respectfully  to  ask  your  consideration 
of  the  accompanying  corresj>ondence. 
^^  I  now  await  your  further  orders. 
^H  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

^B  Jamkb  Armstrong, 

^B  Captain,  U.  H.  Navy. 

^^  Don.  Isaac  Toucey, 
[  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

^^B  [KDclustireH.] 

^^  This  is  to  certify  that  Commodore  James  Armstrong,  of  the  U.  S. 
I  Navy,  surrendered  the  command  and  relinquished  the  possession  of 
'     the  navy  yaril  at  Warrington,  Fla.,  on  the  iL'th  day  of  .January,  1861, 

fc.he  following  ciicumstauces  and  upon  the  following  terms  of 
W  B— VOL  4 2 


18 


OPERATIONS   IN   THE   GUI-F   OF   MEXICO. 


capitulation,  to  wit:  A  coininissioii  uikUt  authority  of  the  governor 
of  Florida,  accoinpanii*«l  by  au  armefl  force  very  niucli  superior  in  num- 
bers and  equipments  to  that  under  his  comnmnd,  the  latter  not  being 
suflficieiit  to  enubh?  him  to  defend  the  place,  demanded  its  immwliate sur- 
render, with  all  the  public  property  therein,  which  demand  was  acceded 
to  with  the  understanding  that  be  (the  comnmndaut)  and  all  the  olli 
eers  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States  attaciie<l  U>  the  station  who 
desire  to  move  therefrom  shall  be  freely  permitted  to  do  so,  and  to 
remove  their  families  and  all  their  private  property  at  any  time,  or  to 
remain  on  parole  of  honor. 

In  witness  whereof  we,  the  commissioners  and  the  commandant 
ab(»vo  referre<l  to,  have  hereunto  set  onr  hands  this  12th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1801. 

V.  M.  Uanuoli'H,  VaptatH.  Nary  Yarit, 

RlOHABU    L.   CAMI'UKLL, 

Co  m  m  ixnUmarM. 
.lAS.   AllMSTKONG, 

CapUiin,  U.  S.  Navy. 


I'KNKAOOLA  Navv   YarU,  Januurfi  It,  isr,l. 

Commodore  James  Armstrong,  of  the  IJ.  8.  Navy,  has  place<l  in  my 
iMjssession  two  packages,  which  were  this  day  handed  to  him  in 
my  presence,  sealed,  by  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Saunders,  of  the  U.  S.  Army. 
Commodore  Armstrong  delivered  tin)  papers  to  me,  as  he  is  regarded 
(asj  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  has  been  placed  on  his  parole  of  honor. 

V.  M.  Kandolph, 
C'aptaiH,  Covimnndim/  Petmacola  Naey  Yard. 
Witness : 

J.  S.  Gonzales, 

Lieutenant,  I'emiavola  G.[t\  Troops, 


Pensacola  Navy  Yabd,  January  10,  1801. 
Commodore  James  Armstrong,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  having  given  his 
parole  of  honor  not  to  bear  arms  against  the  Stiito  of  Florida,  has  per- 
mission to  leave  this  place  with  his  family  and  private  property  with- 
out hindrance  or  molestation. 

V,  M.  Randolph, 
Captain,  Vommandimj  Nai^y  Yard. 


Lettor  from  Capt&in  Amutrong,  IT.  8.  Havy,  late  oonmumduig  navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  oonrt  of  enquiry, 

WAsniNQTON,  D.  C,  January  36,  1861. 
Sir:  Having  made  my  report  to  the  Department  <ni  the  capture  of 
the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  late  under  my  command.  I  now  have  t-o 
retiuest  that  a  court  of  eiMpiiry  may  be  instituted  to  eu([uire  into  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  of  said  capture,  ^vith  the  opinion  of  the 
court. 

I  am,  very  respectfully^  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Armstrong, 

Captain,  U,  S,  Navy. 
lion.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  tho  Navy. 
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ExtTsoU  from  proceedings  of  a  naval  court  of  enquiry  convened  at  Waahington  City  February 
8,  1861,  to  enquire  into  the  surrender  of  the  U.  8.  navy  yard,  etc.,  near  Penaaoola,  Fla.,  by 
Captain  James  Armstrong,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  coiiUiined  in  the  m-.t  of  Congress  "  f<ir  the 
better  govenittieiit  of  the  Navy  of  tlie  ITnited  States,"  ai>prove<l  A])ril 
23, 1800, 1  liereby  iippoiut Captain  George  W.  iStorer  president,  Cajituins 
Elie  A.  F.  Lavailette  and  Levin  M.  Powi?ll  ineiubers,  and  James  M. 
<'arlisle,  esq.,  judge-advocate,  of  a  naval  court  of  enquiry  which  is 
ordered  to  convene  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  Friday,  tlie  8tb 
instant,  or  as  soon  thereal'ter  as  practicable,  fur  the  ]iur|iose  of  enquir- 
ing into  the  circunistanees  cnniiected  witli  the  surreiuier  l)y  Captain 
Jaiues  Armstrong,  of  tlie  Navy,  on  or  about  the  TJib  day  of  .raiiiuiry, 
18G1,  of  hi.s  eoinniand  and  the  public  i»ropcity  under  his  charge  at  the 
navy  yard  near  Pensacola,  Fla.  The  court  will  report  to  this  Depait- 
nient  the  testimony  and  evidence,  tite  material  facts  which  they  deem 
to  be  established,  and  their  opinion  as  to  tlie  propriety  of  the  eojiduct 
of  the  said  Captain  Antistrong  in  the  matter  which  is  the  subject  of 
this  euiiuiry. 

tTiven  under  my  hand  and  the  seat  of  the  Navy  Department  <d'  the 
United  States  this  Ud  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1S61. 

[SEAL.]  '  I.SAAC  TOUCKY, 

iSecrvlary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  (teokge  W.  Stoker,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  February  6,  Itttil. 
Sir:  a  naval  court  of  enquiry,  of  which  you  are  appointed  judge- 
advocate,  has  been  <irdered  !<i  cotivene  in  this  city  on    Friday  next, 
the  8th  instant,  on  which  day,  should  you  accept  this  appointment,  you 
will  report  in  i)erson  to  the  jMesident  of  the  ctmrt. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  TOIICKV, 


William  B.  B.  Cross,  Esq., 

Wa^liinyton,  />.  G, 

[Eadonioiuent.] 

Kepurttid  February  8,  1861. 


[Sevrettiry  of  the  Navy, 


Geo.  W.  Stoker, 

PreiiidaU  of  the  Court. 


"Washington  City,  February  s,  IbOl — ll.-.'iO  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursinuit  to  the  foregoing  orders.  Present,  Captain 
George  W.  Storer,  Captain  Elie  A.  F.  Lavallette,  Captain  Levin  M. 
Powell;  William  B.  B.  Cross,  esq.,  judge  advocate j  Captain  James 
Armstrong  also  present. 

The  judge-advocat«,  having  read  the  orders  convening  the  court, 
asked  Captain  Armstrong  if  he  had  any  objection  t<^>  any  member 
named  therein,  to  which  he  replie<l  be  had  not.  The  couit  was  then, 
in  the  presence  of  Cai)tain  Armstrong,  duly  sworn  by  the  judge-advo- 
cate, and  the  judge-advocate  was  duly  sworn  by  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  court. 

The  privilege  of  introducing  his  counsel,  P.  Phillips,  e.sq„  was  here 
asked  by  Captain  James  Armstrong,  and  the  same  was  grantctl  by  the 
court. 

And  then,  at  12 :  30  o'clock  p.  lu.,  the  court  a4joui'ued  to  meet  at  lU 
o'clock  a. m. tomorrow. 


Washington  City,  Februar 
court  met  imrsuiiut  to  adjouniineiit.  Present,  all  the  members; 
Williaui  B.  H.  Cross,  judfje  lulvucatc;  ('aiitaiii  James  Armstronfi:  also 
present. 

TLe  reeortl  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read  over.  The  .jiidge- 
advocate  then  read  in  evidence  to  the  court  the  following  documentary 
matter,  beiug  an  oHieial  report,*  with  i)a|H'rs  appended  thereto,  nuule 
by  Captain  James  Armstrong  to  the  lion.  1.  Toui-ey,  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  The  report  was  admitted  by  Captain  James  Armstrong,  in  the 
presence  of  the  court,  to  bear  his  signatnre,  and  to  Lave  been  trans- 
mitte<i  by  him,  with  the  copies  of  papers  attached  thereto,  whicli  copies 
he  likewise  admitted  to  be  correct  copies  of  genuine  papers,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy. 

At  this  point  of  the  prweeiliugs  Captiiiu  Armstrong  presented  to 
the  court  the  foHo  wing  objection  in  connection  with  the  letter  last  read: 

I  objuot  t<>  tlio  piiper  piirportinj;  l<>  Im  Binued  by  V.  M.  Ramlol|ih  un  the  Kith  of 
Jnnitury,  1861,  oa  ovidwiiciuj;  the  truth  of  the  fact  therein  Htiitoil,  t<i  wit:  "Conimo- 
<loro  .lameH  Arnistrmig,  (if  the  U.  S.  Niivy.  bitviiif;  given  hia  pardln  of  honor  not  to 
bear  armx  npiiuit  the  State  of  Florida,"  etc.  Tliis  is  not  intMided  aa  a  more  terh- 
iiieiil objection;  t'ueiillegutiou  thutaiiy  sucli  parole  was  uiveti  in  wliolly  uutriia.  This 
puper  wuH  liauded  to  uie  while  ou  board  the  steamer  at  Peusaceda,  bound  for  Mobile, 
iind  its  teriiiti  wore  not  discovered  by  uio  until  some  time  ul't'T  I  liad  left  I'ousuuula. 
This,  it  will  bo  perc«ive(l,  bears  date  four  days  after  the  oapitululiun,  and  by  the 
terms  of  that  capitulation  no  snih  eonditiou  ia  mentioned. 

James  Armsthung. 

The  judge-advocate  stated  that  he  had  not  felt  at  liberty,  in  oflf'ering 
the  report  of  I'aptain  Armstrong  and  the  paper.s  annexed,  to  discrim- 
inate. Sueh  a  course  might  have  been  attended  with  injustice  to  Cap- 
tain Armstrong.  The  jiaper  referred  to  relates  to  a  fact  intimately 
c<mnected  with  and  a  part  of  the  subject-matter  to  be  empiired  into  by 
this  court,  and,  as  aft'ectiug  Captain  Armstrong's  conduct,  is  evidence 
of  what  is  rei'ited  therein,  it  having  been  appended  by  Captain  Arm- 
strong himself  U)  liis  own  report,  and  thereby  made  a  part  thereof,  and 
submitted  without  explanation  as  a  narrative  of  occurrences  that 
transpired  in  connection  with  the  surrender  of  the  navy  yard.  If  there 
be  error  or  mistake  therein.  Captain  Armstrong  can  be  allowed  to  cor- 
rect the  same  by  i)roof,  or  to  explain  it  hereafter  in  his  statement  to  the 
court;  but  the  paper  itself,  being  part  of  the  otficial  report,  should  be 
admitted  with  it  as  evidence  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Captiiin  Armstrong,  with  the  permission  of  the  court,  objected  far- 
ther, as  follows: 

The  olijecttou  that  what  Randolph  sayti  in  his  paper  of  the  IRtb  as  to  my  having 
given  my  jiurolo  of  honor  can  not  be  received  as  evidence  re^sts  upon  principles  of 
law  too  pbiin  and  familiar  to  be  deuieii. 

It  is  not  denied  that  the  fact  is  relevant  to  the  eni|niry  before  the  court,  but  the 
fact  riiuf-t  be  jiroved  according  to  the  iirinuipte«  of  law.  Nor  will  it  «io  to  say  we 
will  admit  the  fact  is  proved  by  Randolph,  and  then,  if  untrue,  Captain  Armstrong 
can  disjirove  it. 

Nor  can  it  b«  properly  said  the  paper  can  be  admitted  for  what  it  ia  worth.  The 
question  whether  or  not  the  paper  is  evidence  must  be  made  when  the  paper  is 
introduced. 

it  is  said  that  Captain  Armstrong,  havinf;  sent  the  paper  to  the  Department  with- 
out explanation,  has  thereby  mnile  it  evidence  a^'aiust  him.  But  this  certainlv  ran 
not  tor  a  moment  bo  entertaine<l  as  a  just  conclusion  of  law.  The  report  of  all  the 
facts  was  made  by  hiui  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary,  and  ho  deemed  it  proper,  while 
fully  vindicattug  and  assertion  tlio  propriety  of  his  action,  in  order  to  possess  the 
Secretary  witli  a  lull  knowledge  of  the  anomalous  condition  of  atlairs  existing  at 
Peosacola  to  send  iu  all  the  papers  and  letters  in  his  possession  which  conhl  shed 

<  For  Armstroug'o  report,  with  eaoloBiii«6,  see  pp.  16-18. 


light  iipnii  the  transai-tion.  Diit  surely  in  iloiD);  lliis  be  did  not  intend  to  vniirb 
for  tlie  tnilb  nT  sinythtug  uxuept  an  to  tUosu  trausat'tious  in  whirh  hi<  was  hiuiHolf 
eoncenied. 

JaMKS  AR-MSTItONCr. 

The  .jndpeadvcH'ate  a.ske<l  leave  to  reply  to  the  last  objection  of  Cap- 
tfliii  Arnistroufr,  ns  the  first  rtnc  urged  by  him  (Captain  Armstrong) 
gave  irrejriilarly  a  stat-emi'iit  of  tiwts  rather  than  legal  objections  to 
the  admissibility  of  the  eviitence.  The  rule  is.  undoubtedly,  as  alluded 
to  by  t'a])t:ain  Armstrong,  that  what  one  person  says  can  not  be  a-dduced 
in  evidence  against  anotlier.  Uut  one  oi'  the  well  recognized  exceptions 
is  when  a  statement  all'ecting  a  jiarty  is  inafle  by  another  i»erson  in  his 
presence  and  hearing  and  is  nut  denied  or  qualified  by  biin.  15y  failing 
to  do  either  he  may  be  taken  to  assent  to  its  truth,  and  the  effect  of 
the  proof  is  only  to  establish  an  admission  coming  IVotii  the  person 
axldressed.  Tlic  present. case  is  a  strong  illustration  of  the  excejition 
contended  for;  and  Captain  Armstrong,  in  receiving  and  transmitting 
this  i)a])er  with  his  report  as  a  jiart  of  the  history  of  the  surrender  of 
hia  command,  without  correction  or  any  alhisiou  to  its  inaccuracy,  must 
be  taken  to  have  endorsed  its  truth,  subject  to  explanation,  as  before 
stated. 

The  court  was  cleared  for  deliberation,  aud  decided  that  the  objection 
be  not  sustained. 

The  court  wa.s  reopened  and  the  decision  announced. 

Lewis  WAKurNRTON,  a  witness  called  by  the  judge-advocate,  was 
then  duly  sworn. 

By  the  Jitbge-Adtooate  : 
Qnestion.  Were  you  on  duty  or  present  at  the  navy  yard  at  Warring- 
ton, ni-ar  I'eiisacola,  on  or  about  the  12tb  of  January  last?    If  yea,  in 
what  cai)acity? 

AiiswiT.  I  wait  tboru  at  that  time  ou  diitj  tut  payiauAter  of  the  yard. 

Question.  Wlio  was  in  command  of  said  uavy  yard  at  the  time  re- 
ferred tot 

AnsTrer.  Commotlore  Junes  Amistrong. 

Question.  State  as  concisely  as  you  can,  and  in  the  order  of  their 
occurrence,  the  circumstances  that  immediately  ]>receded  and  attended 
the  surrentler  of  the  navy  yard  and  public  proiierty  at  that  point  by 
Captain  James  Armstrong. 

Answer.  The  troops  came  down  to  the  yard  abont  12  o'clock  on  the  day  of  the  12th 
of  .laniiary.  'fbe  two  ofttrera  came  into  the  yard  and  told  the  commodore  they 
wisbcil  the  surrender  of  the  yard.  Commander  Karraud  went  to  the  yard  gate  and 
came  in  with  them.  Iteyond  that  I  do  not  know  what  transpired,  except  that  after- 
wards, when  walking  in  Trout  of  the  ollico  of  the  paymasUir,  1  board  Lieutenant 
Renshaw  give  an  order  to  William  Conway,  seaman,  to  haul  the  Hag  down.  Don't 
know  by  v;hoso  direction  Name  was  given.  The  liag  was  on  the  start'  near  tlie  center 
wharf,  Conway  was  an  American  and  alone.  Shortly  afterwards  Commodore  Arm- 
Strong  told  me  ho  bad  siirreudered.  Commander  Farrand  was  then  attached  to  the 
yard  oa  executive  officer. 

Question.  What,  if  any,  was  the  force,  at  the  time  of  the  surrender, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Armstrong! 

Answer.  There  were  'J60  men — oflicera  and  marines — nnder  his  command  in  the 
yard  and  on  shipboard.  In  the  yard  there  were  )<0  ordiuary  mi'U,  40  marines,  and  60 
men,  about,  in  each  of  the  two  vessels — the  .Supply  and  Ifiiandiille.  The  llynndolle  is  a 
stt'umer  with  four  or  six  buttery  guns.  The  Sitpply  is  a  storeahip ;  had  two  guns  nsed 
for  signals.  Liontenant  Berryuiau  communded  the  It'yandutte,  Commander  Walko  the 
Supplj/. 
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QaentiaD.  What  warn  the  ^aneter  of  the  ia 
osTj  yard  {irior  to  ita  ■■iifihi  by  Caplam 
Dua^ien,  diaapline,  and  cqafpnoitaT 


briM^t  1 
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*v 


;U», 
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iFkndm. 


Qa««tioD.  Wbat  van  the  enoditioD  of  Captain  Anutioa^s  rommaml 
at  the  tliite  referred  to.  aa  r^ards  diacipGiM,  salnrdinatioBT  and  general 
eAieiencyt 

Aaswer.  Tbe  diacipliBe  and  — fcwdiaarinn  va*  akoat  the  mow  that  I  hareaaeo  ia 
Mkar  jamia.    Tktte  warn  ao  iliMltmtiii  tkat  I  kaew  oL 

Qneation.  When  was  it  first  known  at  tbe  navy  yard,  or  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  thereof,  that  a  hostile  force  was  aboat  to  march,  or  bad 
inarched,  agaiust  the  yard  to  attack  it  ! 

Aatver.  It  waa  talketl  about  a  week  twflore  tbey  took  tbe  ymri  tkat  a  foc«e  vonJd 
leare  for  Peoaaeola  to  take  the  yard. 

Qnestion.  State  whether  any,  and.  if  any,  what,  prepaiatioDS  were 
Bade  by  Captain  Ann.strong,  or  any  one  nnder  his  aathority,  for  the: 
dfltese  of  tiie  yard  aud  the  pablic  property  thereat. 

Anawcr.  I  do  not  know  of  an;-. 

Qnestion.  Were  any  such  arrangements  of  a  special  character  made, 
to  your  knowledge,  from  tbe  dth  to  tbe  12tb  of  January,  inclusive T 

Aaawer.  Then  waa  not. 

Question.  Describe  briefly  what  facilities,  if  any,  the  navy  yard 
offered  for  defense. 

AnavOT.  Thar*  wan  none.  Tbe  navy  yard  waa  enrloaed  by  a  briek  wall  abont  2 
feet  high,  esrept  no  the  water  front. 

Tlie  examination  of  this  witness  was  here  suspended,  his  testimony 
read  over  to  him,  am!  then,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  court  adjourned,  to 
meet  again  at  10  o'ckKtk  on  Monday,  the  11th  instant. 


WAsnixoTON  City, 
Monday,  February  11,  ISitl — 10  a.  m. 
The  rjnnrt.  met  pnntnant  to  adjoamment.    Present,  all  the  members; 
William  ii,  B.  Cro«M,.iudgead vacate;  Oaptain  James  Armstrong  also 
pre  writ, 

Tlift  r«'«)r«I  of  Saturday's  proceedings  was  read  over  and  the  exam- 
ination of  Lkwih  VVABKlXfiTON,  paymaster,  the  witness  under  examina- 
tion wiif.n  th<^  c/mrt  last  adjourned,  was  resumed. 

Uy  tiu!  J riKJK- Advocate: 
QiHwtion.  What  were  the  usual  approaches  to  tbe  navy  yard,  and  by 
what  route  did  the  Alabama  and  Florida  troops  approacli,  and  could 
tli(^  Ham*!  Ihi  commandHl  hy  the  guns  of  tbe  vessels  from  the  bay  t 

Aiiower.  The  lT'rf#|>«  cdnio  liy  the  route  Viy  the  bay  shore,  crossing  the  bridge,  the 
nmiftl  roail  from  rcrmAonln.  I  nlmiihl  not  think  it  could  be  commamlod  by  tbe  gnnn 
(rf  tbe  rMNMtlit  ttum  the  Imv. 

QneHtioTi,  What  diKposition  was  made  of  the  public  property  and 
WAAiiiutn  in  your  poHKexsion,  and  did  you  receive  any  eoinmimd  in  rela- 
tion thereto;  and  if  any,  from  whom,  and  what  was  itT 

Annwnr.  I  rwoivoil  mi  oriI<ir»  from  anyone  connectpd  with  the  navv  yard.  A  jiart 
of  my  aeoounte  I  lutve,  and  a  part  I  have  uut.    Tbe  property  waa  all  left  thero.    The 
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property  was  taken  pp«sP(4«ion  of  by  (.'iiptuin  Randolph.  There  wun  iio  penion  to 
give  mo  any  reoi'ipt  except  lor  $700  or  $800  jjiven  liy  Mr.  (ionxnlos  by  order  of  Cap- 
tiiin  Unndol)di.     1  do  not  now  know  where  that  is. 

By  the  CouiiT: 
(Question.  Wa.s  there  a  Halntinp  battery  at  tht^  yarii  ?     If  so,  what 
immbcr  of  {juns  composed  it? 

Answer.  There  wa«  nni',  ronsistinf;  of  twonty-fonr  );unR.  They  were  mnall  KniiR, 
0  or  12  jionnderB. 

Question.  You  have  stated,  in  the  answer  to  the  question  to  "describe 
wliat  facilities  were  at  the  yard  for  defense,"  that  you  know  of  none. 
Do  you  not  consider  tlie  U7/<Twrfo^teand  the  Siippli/,  in  front  of  tbe  yard, 
the  sahitiug  battery  and  the  marines,  seamen  and  crows  of  the  vessels, 
comjtosing  240  men,  facilitie.s  which  might  have  been  made  use  of  in 
the  defense  of  the  yard  and  tlie  jjublic  property! 

Answer.  No;  I  do  not.  They  ecuilil  he  nHed,  bnt  were  not  enough,  I  think,  to 
defend  it. 

Question.  Did  you  consider  yourself  a  prisoner  after  the  surrender! 
If  so,  how  did  you  get  a  release ! 

Answer.  I  was  told  by  Captain  Kaudolph  to  consider  myself  u  priHoner  of  war  on 
parole.     Ho  sent  me,  when  I  left,  u  parole,  which  I  now  have. 

Witness  produced  the  paper,  which  was  as  follows: 

Pknsacola  Navy  Yard,  January  14,  1S61. 
Paymaster  i.,.  Warrinpton,  U.  S.  Navy,  having  given  his  parole  of  honor  not  to  bear 
arms  a(;ainst  the  .State  of  Florida,  has  porniiKsion  to  leave  this  naval  station  with  his 
private  property  without  hindrance  or  molestation.  V.  M.  HA>'l)OLrn, 

CaptaiH,  Commanding  Xavy  Yard. 

The  witness  then  abided, "  I  have  no  recollection  of  giving  my  parole." 

By  Captain  Akmstkong: 

Question.  In  speaking  of  the  force  of  the  yard  you  say  there  were 
40  marines,  8(t  ordinary  men,  and  about  60  on  each  of  the  vessels,  the 
•f^iipply  and  }yynii(lotte.  I>o  yon  know  that  a  day  or  two  before  the  12th 
Rome.<Oof  the  ordinary  men  ha^l  beenseut  to  Fort  Pickens  to  strengthen 
that  post! 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  the  foot  of  my  own  knowledge.  1  was  ordered  to  send 
over  small  stores  for  about  30  men  whom  Commander  Farrund  said  had  gone  to  Fort 
Pickens. 

QnastioD.  You  say  it  was  talked  about  a  week  before  the  12th  that 
troops  would  be  sent  from  Alabama  to  take  the  yard.  Did  you  regard 
this  as  authentic  information,  or  as  mere  idle  rumor! 

Answer.  I  did  not  consider  it  authentic  information.  I  conHidered  it  mere  idle 
rumor  until  about  two  ilnys  before  they  did  come. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  that  Commodore  Armstrong 
had  any  information  which  would  authorize  the  belief  on  his  part  that 
the  yanl  would  be  assailed  prior  to  the  day  when  the  troops  came! 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  mme. 

Question.  You  were  asked  if  any  special  arrangement  was  made  by 
Commodore  Armstrong  for  the  deteiise  of  the  yard  and  replied  in  the 
negative.    Could  any  such  have  been  effectively  made  by  him  ! 

(The  judge-advocate  objected  to  this  (juestion  as  inviting  an  opinion 
rather  than  facts.  The  opinion  of  the  witness  objected  to.  The  court 
decided  that  the  witness  must  state  the  facts,  if  any,  or  condition  of 
things,  which  pre<:lnded  arrangements  of  the  character  referretl  to 
being  made  by  Captain  Armstrong  for  the  defense  of  the  yard.\ 
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AnHWcr.  It  wii»  not  within  ti>y  province  to  know  alxnit  tUo  il(<f(»n«o.  I  can  not 
atato  any  factH  tir  ciruunmtanecs  tlmt  wivnld  liavo  preveuti'd  tlii>  ilefenso  of  the  yard. 

(Question.  Do  you  mean  to  lie  iiii<liirstood  by  anythiiifj  you  have  sivid 

that  (."(imniodorp  Aniistrotip;  was  (h^iolict  in  his  duty  iti  guardiiifc  the 
puUli(;  itniiHTty.  or  that  he  hiul  (imitti;d  to  do  iiiiythiug  which  an  officer 
iu  his  position  ought  to  have  doneT 

Answer.  No;  I  ilo  uut. 

Question.  Besides  the  GOO  or  800  men  who  came  to  the  yard,  have 
you  any  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  other  forties  at  Peu^acola, 
and  that  the  citizens  themselves  were  iu  a  st^te  of  revoltt 

AnHwer.  I  have  no  reaaon  to  HiippoHe  the  rttizenH  were  in  revolt.  I  saw  another 
company  at  PcnHOCola  three  or  fotir  days  after  the  vu]>turt-  of  the  yard,  but  do  not 
know  that  it  wna  there  at  the  time  of  the  ouptiiro. 

(Question,  Where  were  the  Siip/jlif  and  Wi/(tnilottr  at  the  time  of  the 
surrender  f 

AnswKr.  I  think  thwy  were  lyinj;  off  Fort  Pickens. 

Question.  Did  not  the  ordinary  men  of  the  yard  ini mediately  after 
the  surrender  a.ssociate  and  sympathize  with  the  capturing  party  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  I  ask  the  same  question  in  reference  to  the  other  employes 
of  the  yard. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  We,  the  officers,  were  not  allowed  to  ^o  out  of  the  gate 
for  two  days. 

By  the  COUET ; 
Question.  Were  the  ships,  when  at  anchor  off  Fort  Pickens,  within 
signal  di8ta,nce  from  the  yardt 

Answer,  They  were. 

The  testimony  of  this  witness  taken  to-day  was  then  read  over  to 
him,  and  then,  at  12:3(1  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  court  adjourned  to  meet  again 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  to-morrow. 


Washington  City,  February  12, 1861—10  a.  m. 

The  ennrt  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present  all  the  members; 
William  B.  K.  Cross,  the  judge-advocate;  Captain  James  Armstrong 
also  present. 

The  record  of  Monday's  proceedings  was  read  over. 

Josiah  Watson  called  as  a  witness  by  the  judge-advocate. 
By  the  Jitdge-Advooate  : 

Question.  Were  ytm  on  duty  or  present  at  the  navy  yard  near  Pen- 
8aex)la  on  the  12th  of  .lauuary  lastf    If  so,  in  what  capacity  f 

Answer.  I  waa  on  duty  there  on  tliti  12th  as  captain  of  marines. 

Question.  Who  was  iu  conunand  of  that  navy  yard  at  that  timet 

Answer.  Commodore  AruiHtroug. 

(Question.  State  as  c.oiici.sely  as  you  can,  but  iu  some  detail,  the  cir- 
cumstances, in  the  order  of  their  occurrence,  tliat  immediately  preceded 
and  attended  the  surreu<ler  of  the  navy  yai'd  :»,ud  the  pubUc  property 
at  that  point  by  Cajjtain  Armstrong. 

Answer.  Abont  breakfaHt  time— 8  or  9  o'clock— the  commodore  sent  for  ma,  and  the 
messenger  who  came  for  mt>  told,  me  that  the  commodore  directed  that  all  themarinea 
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should  bo  under  arms  and  ready  for  iinmcdiaUt  line  and  service.  I  got  the  men  under 
nriuH,  iniislceta  and  hiiyoiiefe  completo,  uud  tlinii  went  up  to  report  to  the  i'oniraodort« 
in  ]>ersuu,  It-iiviuK  the  uien  at  the  burnivkH.  When  I  reached  the  commodore's  ollice 
be  told  me  that  lio  had  heard  a  body  of  men  were  vomiii);  toward  the  yard;  that  ho 
did  not  know  whi-ther  it  wait  true  or  not,  hut  that  he  wished  uie  to  be  ready  all  day 
until  further  iimtructed.  Wo  had  at  that  timo  a  Ber);eant  and  u  ('ori)or;tl  and  three 
privates  stationed  ut  the  north  f;ute,  with  iuBtruvtions  not  to  let  any  »trauut<rg  oouie 
in  unloHS  passed  in  by  an  oftlcer  of  the  yard.  That  guard  had  beru  there  with  these 
orders  ever  siuoe  the  Tuesday  before:  the  12th  was  Saturday.  Tbn  targe  gate  was 
kept  closed  and  the  small  gate,  or  wicket  gate,  only  was  kept  open.  The  north  gate 
and  wicket  gate  were  oue,  and  were  on  the  north  side  of  the  yard,  50  yanls  from  the 
beach.  There  was  another  gate  on  the  west  side.  After  seeing  tlie  commodore  on 
Saturday  I  returned  to  the  barrackn ;  and  it  might  have  beeu  about  1 :  30  o'clock  the 
commodore  sent  fur  me  again.  I  met  him  coming  out  of  Ills  gate.  The  commodore 
told  me  that  he  had  surrendered,  and  a.iktir[  uie  to  go  ititii  Captain  Karraud's  r|iiarter8 
with  him,  where  the  commissioners  were.  Arriving  there  1  was  introduced  to  the 
commissioners — C'oloucl  Louiax,  Ca]it;iiii  Randolph,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  comniissioners 
npon  the  part  of  Florida.  Captain  liaodid])h  used  to  bo  in  the  Navy  of  the  I'nited 
States,  Commodore  Armstrong  then  tiaudcil  over  the  key  of  the  magiizine  to  Colonel 
Lomax,  tho  commanding  oHu-er  of  the  a(  tacking  force.  Colonel  Lomasc  replied  [tlwit] 
he  received  tho  key  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Florida  and  for  the  u.se  of  that  State. 
Shortly  afterwards- ('(donel  Lomax  came  down  and  took  possession  of  the  marine 
barracks  and  all  the  public  pni]icrty.  lie  came  not  with  troops,  but  with  his 
aids.  I  had  my  arms  stacked.  He  told  mo  ho  wanted  to  quarter  300  men  in  tho  bar- 
racks. I  moved  my  men,  38  in  nunilKT,  into  two  rooms,  and  he  occupied  the  rest  of 
tho  barracks,  except  the  house  I  occupied.  We  hud  on  hand  100  muskets  and  3,000 
cartridges  at  the  barracks;  had  furnished  Lieutenant  Slemnicr  a  few  days  before^I 
think  the  Friday  before — with  1,0(K)  cartridges.  By  2  o'cloi'k  we  were  all  prisoners 
in  the  barracks,  and  wo  were  not  allowed  to  go  out  nr  in  without  the  jicrmit  of  the 
captain  of  tho  comjiany  at  tho  gate.  Ilf  hud  sentries  placed  all  around  tlie  barracks. 
Colonel  I.omax  gave  me  a  receipt  for  all  tlic  public  property  delivered  up. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  understiind  from  Captain  Armstrong  prior 
to  the  surretidi'i-  what  wimld  be  his  cour.se  if  iialled  on  to  pive  up  bis 
command  and  tlie  pubHi;  inopertyf     If  yea,  state  what  that  was, 

.\n8wer.  I  never  did.  The  commodore  had  told  me  to  bo  always  ready,  day  and 
night,  for  any  orders  or  any  emergency  that  might  happen.  The  usual  guard  at  the 
north  gale  was  one  sentry.  Tho  additiou  was  made  by  Captain  Armstrong,  as 
before  stated. 

Question.  Wbat  point  on  the  road  from  Pensacola  bad  the  State 
troops  reached  lyefore  their  approwh  was  known  to  you  at  tlie  yard  T 

Answer.   I  was  on  duty  at  the  barracks  and  did  not  see  them  approach.     The  llrst 
knew  of  their  coming  was  as  I  before  stated. 

Question.  Was  it  the  duty  of  the  guard  at  the  gate  tti  rejwrt  the 
a<lvaiue  of  any  hostile  force?  If  yea,  t<i  whom  shotxld  the  report  have 
been  madet 

Answer.  The  orders  to  the  guard  at  the  gate  were  to  give  the  alarm  by  firing  a 
musket  if  at  night,  and  sending  a  messenger,  and  if  during  the  day  by  sending  a 
messenger  to  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  also  to  Coninian(rer  Farrand  and  to  the 
barracks. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  report  of  the  approach  of  the  force 
messengers  t 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Wbat  part  did  each  of  the  otlier  officers  of  the  ox)mmai«I 
ke  in  the  surrender  of  the  yard  t 

■wer.  I  do  not  know.     I  was  at  the  barracks  until  sent  for  by  the  commodore, 
reported  to  me  by   the  corporal,   oDicially,  that  Commander  Farrand  h(u\ 
pMMd  in  the  commissioners  at  tho  gate.     ]  did  not  see  the  Hag  hauled  down. 

Qae.stion.  State  as  ;iccurately  as  you  can  what  forc«  Captain  Arm- 
strong had  under  his  command  at  the  time  of  the  surrentler. 

Answer.  The  marine  guard  consisted  of  myself  as  eatttain  of  marines,  4  sergoonto, 
oorporiUs,  1  fifer,  and  '2S  privates;  total,  38.    Some  of  the  marinea  bod  keen  sick, 
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but  oil  the  12th  thuy  were  ali  out  i»nd  on  duty.  There  were  some  ordinary  men,  but 
how  iiiiiny  I  can't  say ;  we  generally  averajfed  abont  40  to  50.  The  If'i/andolU  and 
the  A'd/i/i/.v  were  ;it.  Fort  I'irkens  on  Uie  12tli.  I  think  the  crew  of  tJio  U'l/andotlr  was 
GO  and  that  of  the  •'^upi>l;i  -{5  men. 

Question.  Wliat  caiinou  wero  at  tho  yard  available  for  defense,  and 
what  guns  were  on  tlu<  vcBselat 

Answer.  There  were  several  old  guns,  fonrof  them  IVcuu  the  Fnlton'i  battery,  whiob 
was  wrecked  tlioro.  There  wiw  a  diluting  battery  on  the  north  beach— uliont  twenty 
gnns  in  all — old  guns  that  had  been  nr»ed  a  lonj;  while.  I  cjin't  Btute  the  (.'uliber; 
they  were  carronade!<;  we  bud  no  (ieldpieces. 

Qufstioii.  What  wii.s  tlio  iliaineter  of  tlie  force  brougbt  against  the 
yard  juior  to  the  surrender  tlicredt'  by  Captain  Armstrong  as  regards 
numbers,  discipline,  and  e<iuipnient8t 

Answer.  There  were  .ibout  G5()  men  in  nil.  They  were  uniformed  eonijiiinies.  All 
well  equipped  with  muKkcts  iiud  revolvers,  except  the  cav.tlry,  who  h.id  the  unnal 
arms.  Three  hundred  went  to  the  b.irnirks  and  were  quurti'red  there;  one  company 
to  the  birge  gn:ird  room  ut  the  north  gute;  one  cumpanj' to  the  a.Hsistunt  surgeon's 
honse,  and  tho  bal.'inco,somo  three  companies,  wont  to  the  H;irr:niciis  barracks.  One 
of  those  three  was  a  horse  company,  fliero  was  one  iirtillery  compiuiy  in  the  com- 
mand, but  it  hiid  no  field  gnus. 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  Coniuiodore  Arnistroiig's  com- 
uiaud  about  t!ie.  time  of  the  surrender,  a.s  respeets  subordination;  and 
was  there  any  di.salltH^tion  iiiuoii^  men  or  oHieers  that  inijiaired  the 
efficiency  of  his  conimaiid  ! 

Answer.  I  will  speiik  of  the  ra.kritie  guard  and  say  that  it  was  well  diariplinod,  and 
every  man  port'eitly  rclinlile  for  any  duty  hi'  might  have  liicn  calbil  un  tixln.  I  know 
of  no  di.-iii flection  previtiling  umong  the  rent  of  the  <  oniniand. 

Question.  Wlien  was  it  first  known  in  the  yard  that  a  force  had 
marched,  or  was  about  to  man-h,  against  the  yardt 

Answer.  1  can't  say.  W  !•  Imd  at  times  rumors,  Imt  I  never  knew  when  they  iirrivod 
until  as  before  stated. 

Question.  Were  any  other  arrangements  than  those  yon  have  alretidy 
referretl  to  niaile  by  Captain  Armstrong  for  the  defense  of  the  yard; 
and  if  any,  what  were  they ! 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  others. 

Question.  By  what  route  did  the  hostile  force  ai>i)roach  the  yard,  and 
couhi  the  vessels  in  the  bay  ap])roach  the  same  at  any  jioint  near 
enough  hi  command  it  with  the  guns? 

Answer.  'Hie  troops  came  by  the  ordinary  road  from  I'ensacola,  crossing  two 
bridges  to  the  north  gate.  Can't  say  howiieur  the  vessels  could  couio  in,  as  the  water 
is  shallow.  The  draft  of  the  vcsscfs  I  do  not  know,  but  thiuk  it  was  about  12  or  15 
feet. 

Question.  l>o  you  know  of  any  acts  of  cooperation  on  the  part  of 
Captain  Armstrong  and  his  cdminand  with  Lieutenant  Shammer,  U.  S. 
Armyt    If  so,  state  their  character. 

Answer.  None  of  my  command  wore  sent  to  Fort  Pickens.  I  understood  that  on 
Wednesday  night  some  thirty  ordinary  men  were  sent  over  in  lauuchea,  1>ut  did  not 
see  them  go.     1  missed  some  of  the  men  fmui  the  .yanl  afterwards. 

By  Captain  Akmstronr: 
Question.  Had  not  the  magazine  been  taken  possession  of  prior  to 
the  meetiu};  when  you  say  the  connnodore  gave  uj)  the  key  t(»  the 
commissioners  ? 

Answer.  1  have  no  personal  knowledge.     I  could  only  answer  by  hcartiay. 
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Question.  Ilavo  you  anyreaaou  to  know  that  CoiMinodoro  Armstroup 
hail  any  reliahlt-  iiiforruatioii  that  the  yard  wonld  be  assaile*!  prior  tn 
the  iK'tnal  investment  of  it  ? 

Antnrer.  No,  nir;  I  liuvc  unt.     I  do  not  think  that  lie  hiui. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  discipline  maintained  in  the 
yard!  Was  there  any  husk  of  care  in  the  i)ie8ervation  or  defense  of 
the  public  jtroperty  while  under  Com niodoro  Armstrong's  command! 

Answer.  Tlier(»  wiih  no  lack  of  uncb  car<"  on  Ciiptiiin  AriiiKtroujr'i*  part.  Evl^rytlling 
went  on  lit  the  yanl  after  bix  iirrlviil  nn  prior  to  it. 

(^aestion.  Could  any  eflfective  resistance  have  been  made  under  the 
circumstances  which  you  have  narrated!  In  other  words,  if  every 
olHcer  and  man  had  been  willing  to  sacrifice  his  life  in  the  defense  of 
the  yard,  could  it  have  been  preserved  from  the  attacking  force! 

(This  question  was  objected  to  by  the  judge  a4lvocate  on  the  giounds 
presented  yesterday  to  a  similar  enquiry  calling  for  the  opinion  of  the 
witness,  and  the  court  sustained  the  objection.) 

By  theCouET: 
Question.  How  long  were  you  detiiiuetl  as  prisoners,  and  (jn  what 
terms  were  you  released,  and  by  what  authority! 

Answer.  On  Sutnnlny  at  half  pa«t  1  o'«l«i'k  p.  in.  wo  were  taken  prisoners.  On 
Sunday  momiu);  (.'aptain  AnuBtronK  sent  for  me,  and  told  nie  that  the  Supply  had 
come  in  nnder  a  (lag  of  truce  from  Fort  Pickens  and  would  take  to  New  York  all  of 
the  marines  and  sui'h  of  the  other  otticers  as  wished  to  go.  Captain  Walke,  of  the 
Supphi,  tflld  me  Monday  he  was  reaily  to  move  tlie  men  aboard,  and  I  sent  the  men 
aboard  the  ship  and  turned  them  over  to  Cujitaiu  Walke.  I  remained  until  Mouday 
and  went  to  Mobile  then  and  returned  by  the  land  route.  On  the  day  I  left  Mr. 
Shipley,  secretary  or  clerk  to  Captain  liaudolpb,  brought  me  thia  paper  from  Cap- 
tain Randolph,  and  signed  by  him : 

"Pbnsacola  Navy  Yard,  January  IC,  1S61. 
"Captain  .lofioh  Watson,  of  tho  U.  8.  Marine  Corp.^,  having  piven  his  parole  of 
honor  not  to  bear  anus  agaiiiHt  tho  State  of  Florida,  ha.s  jtermission  to  leave  thia 
Lpluoe  with  his  family  and  private  property  without  hindrance  or  molestation. 

"V.  M.  Ha.vi>olph, 
"  Captain,  Commandinji  jVnuy  Yard." 

I  never  read  this  paper  and  had  no  ocooaion  to  use  it  on  leaving.     I  never  gave  my 
1  parole.     I  was  told  by  Colonel  Lomax  that  I  was  on  pjirole.     I  said  notliiiig  in  reply. 
IjMr.  Shipley  told  me  this  paper  might  beuf  servire  t'O  me  in  iiossing  thrimgu  Alabama 
and  (ieorgia  home. 

By  the  JtrDGE-ADVOCATE: 
Question.  What  is  the  relative  position  of  the  magazine  to  the  navy- 
yard  enclosure,  and  was  anj'  guiird  placed  tljereat,  or  at  any  other  point 
distant  from  the  yard  prior  to  the  surrender! 

Answer.  Tlie  large  magazine,  the  one  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  is  out  of  Hio 
yard  enclosure  a  half  mile  from  the  north  w;ill.  No  guard,  to  my  knowledge,  was 
ever  placetl  thereat,  or  anywhere  beyond  the  yard  enclosure. 

By  Captain  Armstrong  : 
Question.  Are  you  certain  thatitwasi.'ommodnre  Armstrong  who  sent 
you  the  message  about  embarking  the  marines  on  board  the  Sujiplyf 

Ansirer.  I  am. 

The  te.stimony  of  this  witness  was  then  read  over  to  Liui. 

ELiiRrDGE  Lawton,  a  witness  called  by  the  judge-a<lvocate,  was 
tlien  duly  sworn,  and  examined  as  follows: 

By  the  .TuDOEADVorATE: 
Question.  Were  you  on  duty  at  the  navy  yanl  nejir  Pensacola  on  the 
12th  of  January  last!     If  so,  in  what  capacity! 
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Answer.  I  wus,  oh  Ba|>priiit<-u(lei)t  of  thi<  lunchiiiery  of  the  United  Ststeii  Bfwmer 
r'kllon.     My  liiwitioii  i»  chief  eiij;ineiT  in  Ihi'  Navy. 

Qnestion.  Who  waa  in  ll»e  command  of  the  yanl  at  that  timet 

Aniwer.  Commotlore  Armstroag. 

Question.  State  as  concisely  as  yon  can,  but  in  some  detail,  and  in 
tbe  order  ol'  their  oi'curreiice,  the  circinnstances  that  imincdiatt'ly  i)ro- 
ceded  and  attended  the  surrender  of  tlie  Jiavy  yard  and  public  prop- 
erty at  that  point  hy  Ca]itain  James  Armstrong. 

Annwer.  The  ni^ht  jirevioiiH  to  tlio  t.nking  of  the  ynrtl  I  liearfl  men  were  on  their 
way  from  Montgomery,  Alii.  1  heard  they  were  iixpected  in  tbe  train  at  9  o'clock. 
I  did  not  mention  this  to  Captain  ArmstronK;  I  did  to  Captain  Watson.  Mr.  .lanieH, 
on  duty  an  engineer  in  the  yard,  told  me  next  inomiug  about  i>  or  10  oVIock  that 
thoy  had  nrrived.  About  12  o'clock  I  wa.-i  ntanding  in  conversation  with  Coni- 
mandor  Farr.ind,  and  a  watchman  came  from  the  direction  of  the  gate  next  to  Wool- 
hey,  the  north  gate,  to  Captain  Karrand  and  said,  " 'llioy  are  hero,''  or  "They  want 
you,''  or  words  to  that  etl'cct,  and  lie  l)rok6oll'  immediately  and  said,  "  I  have  to  go." 
Ho  went  in  the  direction  of  the  north  gate.  As  be  started  oil'  I  said,  "Are  the 
troops  heref  "  and  he  said,  'J  Yes."  I  followed  on  close  behind  him  and  arriveil  at  the 
gate  just  after  him.  Tht^re  were  two  gentlemen  wtandiug  inside  the  gate  in  citizen's 
dres-s — Captain  Kanduljdi  uml  Mr.  ("anipbell.  Captain  Knudolph,  ]  understood,  was 
acting  lis  commisBioner  for  the  Stat«  of  Alabama  and  Mr.  Campbell  for  that  of 
Florida.  Couiiiiaudcr  Farrand  nhook  hands  with  them  very  cordially;  seemed  to 
know  tlieiii  well,  and  hjid  some  conversation  with  them — ii  few  words.  I  did  not 
heiir  tlio  words.  I  pii.*.s(d  on  out  of  the  gate,  and  Commander  Farrund  turned  back 
with  thcni  and  went  up  the  yard.  I  went  out  of  the  yard  to  ^eo  the  troops.  About 
n  fonrth  of  ji  mile  otf  from  the  yard  saw  them.  I  returned  to  the  y.ird,  and  as  I 
entered  tbe  gate  Commander  Farrand  was  returning  with  Captain  Kandolph  and 
Mr.  CaniplielL  Tlicy  ]ia*sod  out,  anil  at  that  time  Colonel  I.ouiiii,  with  his  aids,  was 
riding  uj)  txiward  the  giite,  leiiviiig  the  troops  where  they  (i ret  stood.  Captain  Ran- 
dolph and  Mr.  Caiiipboll  bad  then  an  interview  with  t'olonel  Lomax  and  Commander 
Farrand.  The  gates  were  then  opened  and  Colonel  Lomilx  and  his  aids  rude  in.  I 
did  not  hear  the  conversation  that  jias.sed.  They  went  in  the  direction  of  the  com- 
modore's otbcc,  and  went  into  the  building  in  which  the  oftice  is,  and  ha<l  been  in 
thereabout  live  minutes  when  Lieutenant  Kenshuw  called  the  watch|jian  and  said  to 
him,  "Haul  tbe  tlag  ilowii."  Colonel  Lomiix  and  party  then  came  out  again,  went 
out  {of]  the  yard  and  iiiarchi'd  iu  the  troops.  1  did  not  see  the  Hag  hauled  down; 
could  not  see  it  done  fnini  the  position  I  wii.i  then  in.  Saw  afterwards  that  it  was 
down.  The  troops  came  in  at  the  north  g.'ite  and  marched  around  to  the  west  gate, 
and  there  they  halted.  I  passed  out  the  small  gate  and  went  to  seeCaptain  Watson, 
who  was  standing  at  the  barracks  with  some  of  the  marines;  can't  say  they  wore 
under  arms.  I  had  some  conversation  with  him  and  he  said,  "Here  comes  theoflicer 
I  am  to  surrender  to.''  Colonel  Louias  rode  up  and  disiiionnted,  and  he  and  Cap- 
tain Watson  p.assed  in  under  the  arch.  No  conversation  hiul  occurred  between  them. 
1  then  went  into  the  yard  again.  1  saw  Commodore  Armstrong  soon  after  the  Hag 
WBM  ordered  to  lie  hauled  down.  I  asked  him  if  I  could  leave  the  .vard,  and  told  him 
I  wanted  to  go  to  Washingtou.  He  said  he  had  no  control  over  me;  that  his  func- 
tions had  ceased  as  commander  of  the  ynrd,  and  I  could  go  where  I  ])leased.  I  sup- 
posed from  that  I  could  go,  but  when  I  attempted  that  evening  to  go  I  was  pre- 
vented from  passing  by  Colonel  Lomax. 

By  the  CotmT : 
Question.  l>o  you  know  if  any  other  flag  was  hoisted  in  the  place  of 
the  one  taken  down  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  notice  that  one  was  hoist«d  on  that  day.  Ou  Snnday  I  saw  one 
hoisted.  It  was  a  dingy  white  tlag;  looked  like  an  old  signal  ting  with  a  star  put 
ou  it. 

QuestioD.  How  far  could  a  body  of  troops  marching  on  the  yard  be 
Been  tVom  the  gate  or  any  other  j)art  of  the  navy  yard! 

Answer.  By  th<^^olld  the  troops  approached  thoy  could  be  novu  for  a  third  of  a  mile, 
as  tbe  road  is  iu  a  direct  line.  If  they  left  the  road  and  went  into  the  woods  tUey 
could  approucli  much  nearer  before  being  soon. 
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By  the  Judoe-Advooate  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  understand  from  Captain  Armstrong,  prior 
to  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  what  was  to  be  done  in  the  event  of  their 
coining  t    And  if  so,  states  what  that  understanding  was. 

AuHWer.  Nothing;  whiitever  win*  ho  lUiderstiKul  by  me. 

Question.  State  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  arrangements  were 
made  by  Captain  Armstrong,  or  otliers  under  his  authority,  for  the 
defense  of  the  navy  yard  and  tlic  jtublic  ])roperty  thereat,  and  especially 
as  between  the  9th  and  llith  of  January,  inclusive. 

Answer.  I  have  uo  per^uuiil  knowledge.  I  uiily  know  what  Cuptuin  Wutoon  told 
me  be  was  doing  under  orders. 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  Captain  Armstrong's  command 
in  respect  of  subordination,  and  was  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any 
disaflectiou  therein! 

AiiMwer.  I  know  of  no  diHolTection  among  the  offluerR,  except  it  be  in  tbe  caHe  of 
Mr.  GonzalcN,  tho  naval  Ktorekceper,  wlio  waw  a  nefeiwionist,  and  talk(Ml  openly  abont 
HercN.'^ion  and  appeared  anxionx  to  bring  about  »eceH»ion  and  the  capture  ol'  the  prop- 
erty there.  Ho  said  they  would  capture  it,  and  were  right  to  do  do.  Ho  was  not  at 
all  loyal ;  hi>  furnishol  iirovisioui*  out  of  hi«  owu  iioune  to  one  of  the  cotiipanii's  aft*r 
the  Murrendcr.  I  do  not  know  of  any  further  di.saflection  utnoug  the  ofticern.  I  »aid 
at  tbe  time  the  ordtT  was  given  to  liaul  down  the  tliif;,  to  LitMitenaut  Rennhaw,  "I 
had  ho]>ed  I  would  never  live  to  cee  the  day  when  that  would  happen."  Ho  replied, 
"I  am  not  hauling  it  down  to  an  enemy;  I  am  hiiiiliug  it  dovvu  to  our  own  iieople. 
I  replied  1  did  not  know  auy  Hurh  jieople  mynelf.  The  luimtfr  minhinist  of  the  yard, 
Jumex  Doyle,  w.in  by  at  the  time,  and  when  he  heard  the  order  given  said  that  that 
wuo  right,  and  bo  wa^  glad  to  hear  that  onier  given.  He  had  also  denied  to  me  that 
any  troops  had  arrived,  and  when  I  mentioned  that  Mr,  James  had  t<dd  me  they  had 
arrived  ne  said,  "  Well,  I  am  like  the  telegraph  office  or  company,  and  don't  tell 
i)e<Tet«."  It  was  almost  impossible  to  lind  out  whether  troops  had  arrived  at  I'enRii- 
rola  or  not,  I  iu<ke<l  a  great  many  who  ought  to  have  known  and  they  denied  it. 
All  the  ma.ster  workmen  except  the  painter  were  disairocted.  I  can't  speak  ss  to 
him.  The  mechanics,  I  judge  200  in  all — 120  whites,  tbe  balance  bla<ks — under  the 
master  workmen,  1  can't,  speak  of,  except  that  after  the  surrender  they  fraternized 
with  the  iiijituriug  force;  1  mean  as  a  body;  there  were  some  few  exceptions.  I 
know  nothing  of  t  be  men  in  ordluary.     There  wa.s  no  disaffection  among  the  marines. 

Question.  What  was  tbe  strength  of  the  force  brought  against  the 
navy  yard  prior  to  its  surrender? 

Answer.  About  fonr  hundred. 

By  Captain  Arm.steong: 

Question.  Was  the  poi>ulation  of  Woolsey  and  Warrington  all  dis- 
aftected  toward  the  Government  and  countenancing  and  encoirraging 
the  movement  against  the  yard! 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  know  tb.-!!  all  of  thorn  were  not.  I  can  not  say  that  a 
large  portion  even  were  disaffected.  1  only  know  that  after  the  surrender  most  of 
them  appeared  to  be  on  thu  side  of  the  insurgents.  Those  who  were  not  remained 
]>aHtiive.  I  know  that  Mr.  .Saint  made  himself  unpopular  by  trying  to  fonu  a  com- 
pany to  defend  the  yartl,  and  was  driven  olf  after  the  suriender  by  Major  Cha.se, 

(Commodore  Armstrong  here  retiuested  tbe  judge-ivdvocate  to  note 
that  he  desired  to  ask  this  witness  the  same  question  that  was  put  to 
tho  last  witness,  and  objected  to,  relative  to  his  opinioti  of  their  ability 
to  defend  the  yard  at  auy  cost  of  life.) 

Question.  How  did  you  get  away  t    Did  you  give  any  parole! 

Answer.  I  did  not  give  any  parole.  I  had  a  permit  signed  by  Captain  liaudolpb; 
this  18  it: 

''Permit  Engineer  Lawton  and  Engineer  Mosgrave  to  posM  with  their  cflfeetH  out 
of  the  navy  yard. 

"V.  M.  Ba:(i>olfh. 
"14th  Jakuaby,  1861." 
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Thi>  iliiU'  hiTu  Hliuuld  liiiVK  Iwa  on  thi<  13th;  it  wuti  delivt>r<-)l  tn  uir  Kiiutlav,  tUi> 
ISth. 

The  U'^tiiiioiiy  of  this  witness  was  then  read  over  to  hiui,  and  the 
coiut  tht-n,  at  3:15  o'c^kM^k  p.  ni.,  adjounifd  to  meet  again  tomorrow 
morning  at  10  o'chn-k  u.  ni. 


Washington  City,  Fthruary  13,  J861—10  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuttnt  to  iidjournnient.  I'reseiit,  all  the  members; 
William  li.  B.  <,'ros8,  judge-a<lv<K.'ate;  Captain  ArinstronH:  also  pre.sont. 

The  Judge  advocate  having  been  pri-vciitetl  by  indisjiosition  I'nuu 
writing  up  the  record,  the  court,  (u  allow  hicn  an  o|>p(n-tnuity  to  ilo  so, 
then  aiijourued  to  meet  again  touiormw  morning  at.  10  o'clock  a.  ui. 


t 


WA8H1N«T0N  OitV,  Febnuiry  14,  1861— in  a.  m. 

The  conrt  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present,  all  the  uienibers; 
William  B.  H.  (h'oss,  judge-advocate.;  CaptJiin  James  Armstrong  also 
present. 

The  record  of  the  iiroceedings  of  the  12th  and  13th  February  were 
then  read  over. 

Captain  Jo.siAii  Watson^  a  witness  previously  examined,  was  then 
i-ecalled  by  the  judge- advocate  and  interrogated  as  follows: 

By  the  Judue  Advocate  : 
Question.  You  stated  in  your  previous  examination  that  when  Cap- 
tain Aniistrong  handed  the  key  of  the  magazine  t*»  Colonel  Loiiiax  the 
latter  replied  he  ••received  it  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Florida,"'  etc. 
What  had  Captiiin  Armstrong  said  previously?  And  state  generally 
what  passed  at  that  interview  relative  to  the  surrender  of  the  navy 
yard  or  magazine. 

AiiMWi^r.  Hu  liiinilcil  thr  key  iinil  niiTfly  siiid  his  turufd  over  to  him  this  kfjs  of  this 
iimgiiKini'.  Thons  wii.s  nu  othrr  <.ouv<'i'«iitiou  that  I  heard  ivlativi'  to  thi-  Mirii-iidtsr  of 
thr  yiird  or  miig:izine.     Thr  yard  itsflf  hi«d  biru  surrendered  jirovioiis*ly. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  a  request  was  ever  mjule  by  Lieutenant 
Sleumier,  C.  S.  Army,  in  command  of  Fort  Pickens,  of  Caiitain  Ann- 
strong,  that  if  he  had  determined  to  capitulate  he  would  send  him 
(Lieutenant  Slemmer)  the  majiues  to  aid  iu  the  defense  of  Fort  Pickenst 

AuKWiT.   I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  were  present  at  the  interview  between 
Captain  Armstrong  and  the  commissioners  when  the  surrender  took 
place f 

AuHWi-r.  I  do  not  know. 
By  the  CoiTRT: 

Question.  How  long  before  the  surrender  of  the  yard  had  Lieutenant 
Slemmer  left  Fort  Barrancas  to  (H;eu])y  Fort  Pickens t 

Aiinwcr.  1  think  ho  went  over  Tnr!*(l;iy  or  Wi-dncrtdny  night  prior  ;  I  think  Wedm-s- 
diiy.  I  uudtrstood  that  men  :iinl  hiuurhi-K  were  wnt  down  from  the  y:ird  to  aid  him, 
and  that  the  Wyandotte  towrd  them  over. 

Qtiestion.  How  long  befoie  the  sitrrender  of  the  yard  did  the  Sup- 
ply and  WyandolU  go  over  to  Fort  Pickens  t 

Answer.  The  Suppli/  went  over  on  the  Thursday  before;  the  U'j)andolte  f'ridiiy. 


Elbbidue  Lawton,  chiL^f  uii^inecr,  :i  witness  previoiiHly  exiiminecl, 
was  tlien  rex-alled  by  the  Judge  advocate,  and  intxMTOtjiited  a«  follows: 

By  the  Judge  Advocate: 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  your  jwss  or  permit  to  leave  cauie  to 

differ  from  the  others  granted?     If  so,  state  how. 

AuMWer.  I  do  nut  know,  iinlefw  it  wem  tbitt  my  n.-imu  did  not  iip{i(iur  iiixai  (Ik-  lull 
of  the  yard.     I  did  not  mjistor  witli  tho  otticers  of  tin)  yiird. 

This  testiniony  was  then  read  over  to  the  witness, 

William  Musuravt!,  a  witness  called  by  the  judg(vjidvo<'.ate,  was 
then  duly  sworn. 

By  the  Juduk- Advocate: 

(Juestion.  Were  you  present  at  the  U.  S.  navy  yaid  imar  I'ensiuiola, 
ria.,  on  the  12th  of  January  lastf  If  so,  were  you  on  duty,  and  in 
what  capacity  t 

AnHwer.  I  whm  tUoro  nt  th»t  time  on  duty  iih  iitMistiiut  oiiginoor  U>  Mr.  L.iwt-uu. 

Question.  State  brielly  what  material  circumstances  conne<^'ted  with 
the  surrender  of  the  yaril  on  that  day  by  Oaptain  Armstrong  came 
under  your  notice. 

Answer.  Ou  the  niomiut;  of  tho  12th,  between  10  and  11  o'clock,  in  the  compnny 
of  Mr.  Luwtou  1  met  Cummiuidci'  Kiimiuil,  iiml  Komeouo  came  np  itud  mentioned, 
"They  nre  nt  the  Kiite."  I  wiu4  with  Mr.  Ltiwton  nearly  all  the  inornin<;,  nntil  about 
3,  auu  saw  only  wbat  he  saw.  1  have  heard  his  testimony  read  and  can  add  noth- 
ing additional  to  it  from  my  own  knowledge,  except  that  I  had  been  informed 
by  Mr.  Lamlierton,  tho  postmaster  iit  Warrington,  that  the  troops  wonbl  bo  down  at 
tuu  yard  that  evening — Friday,  tlio  Utli.  I  meutioued  it  to  Mr.  Lawt<m;  I  did  not 
mention  it  to  Captain  .\riiistrong;  and  further,  that  when  Colonel  I.omax  and  his 
aids  came  out  of  the  commodore's  ollli  o  they  did  not  go  immediately  out  of  the  yard, 
but  wont  over  to  Commander  Farnind's  house  and  remained  there  a  half  hour  or  so. 
That  was  before  tho  troops  were  brought  in. 

Question.  What  was  the  strength  of  the  force  brought  against  the 
yardt 

Answer.  About  400  men.  There  were  six  or  seven  companies  with  abont  70  men  in 
eJM.'h,  as  nearu-M  I  lould  judge.  They  all  came  iu  Che  lirst  place  against  tho  yard,  and 
were  then  afterwards  distributed  at  the  yaVd,  the  mngazine,  and  Fort  Ilarrnncaa, 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  disaffeirtion  in  the  command  of  Com- 
modore Armstrong  f    If  so,  state  its  character  and  extent. 

Answer.  Most  all  of  the  master  ineidianics  were  »<?ccssioniKts ;  I  judgi'  so  by  their 
talk;  I  have  heard  them  say,  "Wc  will  soon  have  thi<  yard  and  you  will  he  put  out 
of  it."  I  never  heard  anything  from  the  oftlccrs,  but  it  was  geniTally  reported  in  the 
Turd  that  Mr.  tionxales,  C'nmmauder  Furrund,  Lieutenant  Benshaw,  and  the  ohapluin, 
Mr.  Thomas,  were  secessionists. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  of  any  special  arrangements  made  by  Cap- 
tain Armstrong  for  the  defense  of  the  yard,  especially  between  the  9th 
anil  12th  of  January,  inclusive!    If  so,  state  them. 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  aware  of  any,  except  that  a  few  days  before  thr  yard 
WHA  t4ikeu  we,  the  residents  of  the  yard,  were  re<|air<Ml  in  puKSiug  iu  and  out  to  have 
the  countersign,  which  waa  not  so  l>cforc. 

liuestiou.  Have  you  any'knowledge  that  men  were  sent  from  the  yard 
t<t  Fort  Pickens  I  If  yea,  state  when  they  were  sent,  how,  and  their 
number  and  character. 

Answer.  I  wbh  on  board  tho  steamer  fF/iandotte  Wednewdny  or  Thnntday  prior  to 
the  12th,  in  the  afternoon  bctwn-n  4  and  5  o'clock.  There  wa^  rxoit«ment  aboard  in 
conKe<|uenco  of  tho  master  machinist  of  the  navy  yard,  .lames  Ooyle,  drojipiiig  over- 
board au  important  part  of  ttie  machinery,  which   had  been  in  repair  ut  the  ahup. 
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They  Huppoxod  it  lia<l  been  done  piir]H>8uly,  and  it  wiut  not  rcoovt^red,  Aiid  about  an 
huur  iiftir  I  went  aomi'  thirty  or  tliirty-two  men  in  ordinary  came  aboard.  It 
ujipenred  to  bo  ki-pt  secrrt  where  they  were  going.  1  do  not  know  where  they  went. 
I  know  they  left  in  the  IVyandollt.  The  next  uiorning  the  vetwel  wu.s  oil'  Kort  PickeuH, 
Biid  dnring  tliiit  day  the  vosaelH  were  engaged  in  moving  Lieutonuiit  Slemmer  and 
■  JH  eouimand  ft-om  Fort  liurrancus  to  Fort  PickeuH. 


by  Captain  ARMSTRONG : 
Question.  Wlieu  tlie  message  was  piven,  "They  art?  at  tbe  gate,"  did 
Coinniander  Farraud  .seem  to  understand  tlie  ineauing  of  the  words,  and 
laet  on  the  iutbruiatiouf 

f  AuKwer.  The  ini)iroH!<iou  mnde  on  me  waH  that  he  knew  they  were  oomiiig.  He  had 
been  Ktiinding  there  Honio  time  before  the  mesiuige  ciime,  and  when  hi'  received  it  he 
left  abruptly  and  went  away. 

The  testimony  of  this  witia-Ks  was  then  read  over  to  him,  and  John 
L.  PoiiTEU  was  then  called  as  a  witness  by  the  judge-advocatti,  aud 
duly  sworn. 

By  the  Jt:DGE-Ai>VOOATE: 
Question.  What  is  your  position  in  the  Navy,  and  were  you  present 
on  duty  at  the  U.  8.  navy  yard  near  Peusacola,  Fla.,  on  the  12tb  of 
January  t 

Answer.  I  am  naval  conatructor,     I  wait  present  ou  duty  at  the  yard  at  that  time. 

Question.  State  as  briislly  as  you  can  such  iiiaterial  facts  counerted 
with  the  surrender  of  the  yard  as  came  under  your  observation. 

Answer.  On  tbe  niornhit;  nf  the  12th  (Saturday)  a  coaplo  of  workmen,  ship  <iir- 
jienters,  came  to  my  lioti.se  early,  about  sunrise,  and  st4it«'<I  that  ii  force  had  eome  to 
take  the  yard.  I  ranio  out  us  xoon  a.-*  I  bad  bail  my  breakfast  and  bi-ard  in  the  yard 
that  the  forie  was  tlien  on  its  way  to  take  the  yard.  The  men  1  spoke  of  eame  from 
Warrington  and  had  lieard  thi're  of  tin-  arrival  ol"  troops  .ind  that  thry  wer(<  eoming 
down  to  take  the  commadori' jirisoner.  At  1  o'riork  1  wan  ut  the  muster  office,  and 
wbcu  the  roll  wiusculbil  but  few  of  the  workmen  answered.  I  heard  the  troops  liad 
arrived.  I  went  up  the  yard  and  saw  the  olllcers  ride  in;  Coninuioilcr  Fanand  coii- 
dnct<!d  them  in  ;  they  went  to  the  commodore's  office.  1  went  to  see  the  troops,  aud 
when  I  came  back  tbe  tlag  had  been  hauled  down.  Tbe  troops  then  marched  in  and 
went  to  the  marine  barracks  aud  the  barracks  at  llarrauca.'".  I  lieard  no  conversation 
that  passed  between  the  commiBsiouers  and  Captain  .\rmstroug  relative  to  the 
surrender. 

Question,  What  was  the  strength  of  the  force  brought  against  the 
yardf 

Answer.  About  350  men.  X  uotii'cd  them  pailarulnrly — I  mean  in  the  colnmn  that 
baited  in  front  of  the  yard.  I  do  not  know  how  many  went  to  thi>  magazine.  1  do 
not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  any  went  thire.  I  counted  the  rumpanies  and 
averaged  the  men.  There  were  seven  (ompaiiies,  and  averaged  jthoiit  5U  men  each — 
two  £rom  Montgomery,  Ala.,  two  from  Wetumpka.  .\la.,  and  one  from  Lowndes,  Ala., 
and  two  from  Pensacola,  Fla.  All  were  uniformed  companies  except  one  from  Pon- 
saeola;  that  wa.s  a  new  company.  One  of  the  Pensacola  i-ouipanies  was  part 
mounted  and  part  on  foot,  and  had  double-banelod  guns.     The  nwt  of  the  com- 

Sauies  wiTe  well  armed  with  ritled  mnskcts  and  revolvers;  they  bad  no  artillery, 
in  Sunday  a  large  uniformed  company  of  (>()  men  came  fniiii  .Xlalianm,  and  ou  Wed- 
nesday following  350  more  troops  arriveil  by  the  Ornjoii,  mostly  from  Mississippi,  and 
ou  Thursday  the  Kt<'amer  Oregon  brought  over  fmni  Mobile  :100  or  ItXt  more  men  ;  so 
that  by  that  night  they  had  1,000.  The  steamer  passed  in  between  the  forts  and  the 
yard. 

Question.  What  number  of  men  were  there  in  ordinary  at  the  yard 
at  the  time  of  its  siureuder,  or  had  been  there  shortly  before  the 
surrender  ? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  that  there  were  sixty  men  in  ordinary  utthe  yard  before 
the  surrender.  Before  its  siirri'ndcr  thirty  of  them  had  been  sent  to  the  fort.  They 
weri'  sent  about  three  days  bcfori-  the  surrender.  They  were  sent  to  aid  in  the  trans- 
portation of  stores  and  munitious  of  war  ii-om  Fort  iJarraucas  to  Fort  Pickens.    They 


I 


OPERATIONS   IN  THE   GULF   OF  MEXICO. 


33 


h 


H 


biMl  II  birpij  r<i:iliug  lighter  with  thitn  bi'longing  to  thi-  navy  yard  to  mrry  the  HtoiVH, 
unil  thi-  Wi/andoltr.  t.owr<l  tlicm  biuUward  iinU  J'orwiird. 

Question.  What  knowledftf  have  you  of  any  disattectiou  iu  the  com- 
uiiiiid  of  Captain  Armstronfr? 

AiiHwcr.  As  far  u»  the  military  oIUcith  of  th«  yard  were  concerni-d,  I  believt<  thoy 
were  all  loyal ;  but  as  ri-giirils  the  civil  olIiciTS,  tuc  »tori-kecpiT,  thi'  iiiimtfr  workiui-u, 
and  all  the  cliTlcKof  tlu-  yard  WfTi-  Ktrun;;  Kfi'ttwionints.  Tbcy  n»t<d  to  say  boldly  in 
the  yard  that  it  would  bi-  tJiki'n  po-sni'sKioii  of  juwt  as  j*oou  as  Alabama  and  Florida 
went  nut  oC  tbi'  Union.  Tb<-y,  tln'  master  workmen,  the  cli-rks,  and  a  d-w  n(  th« 
workmen,  had  joined  au  ajwoeiatiou  pledKed  to  sustain  the  Soiithi'nj  ConfediTJU'y 
when  formed.     The  mpehaniex  geiierjilly  wero  strong  Union  men. 

Question.  ^Vliat  arraiiffements  were  made  or  directions  given,  to  your 
kn<)wle(l;;e,  by  Captain  Anustroii(j  for  the  defense  of  the  yartl,  espe- 
cially between  the  ilth  a  ml  12th  of  Januaryt 

Answer.  Nothing:  th.it  1  know.  1  bad  an  ordiT  from  the  commodore  to  hiu-ry  op 
the  work  un  the  Il'i/a/iiiu((n  and  get  brr  out  of  the  doek  as  noon  as  possible.  This 
wa.s  given  on  the  Monday  or  Tue(«day  pn'Vions  to  th<'  .Saturday  on  whieh  the  yard 
wiis  tjiken.  The  veswd  was  got  out  on  Tue-s«lay,  took  her  powder  <in  board  \V<'<lin-s- 
day,  and  on  Thiirsdi»y  she  a-ssisted  in  moving  stores  from  Barrancas  to  Fort  I'ickens. 

By  Captain  Armstkonij: 
Question.  What  was  tho  conditiou  of  the  population  of  Woolsey," 
Warriufrtou,  and  FeiK-iacida  in  relereiice  to  the  attack  on  the  yard  I 
Did  they  or  not  sympathize  with  and  eouuteuauce  the  movement  J 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  eounU-nanced  the  movement,  but  they  weri*  nwed  and 
afraid  to  exjircss  their  opiuioti.  The  workmen  frf>m  the  yard  on  the  day  of  tb<-  elec- 
tion, i)riiir  to  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  all  voted  in  a  body  against  the  si'eessinn  cttn- 
didates  in  spit«  of  au  appeal  trum  Colonel  (.'base,  whom  they  hooted;  and  they 
defeated  those  candidates  iii  that  county  by  the  large  vote  had  at  the  yard.  After 
fcceKsion  they  were  iutiiiiidaled  by  the  leading  secessionists,  not  by  the  military. 
They  were  afraid  to  oppose  the  iiiovemeut.  I  do  not  think  the  rommoilore  could 
have  obtjiined  the  aid  of  »  single  workman  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  yard;  not 
that  they  favored  the  movement,  but  that  they  were  afraid  to  move  .'igainst  it. 

Question.  How  long  prior  to  the  surrender  was  the  election  of  which 
you  .^peakt 

AnHWor.  Abont  two  weeks. 

The  testimony  of  this  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him,  and  Lien- 
tenant  John  Irwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  then  called  by  the  jud^ce  a<lvocato 
as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  was  iuterrogate<l  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  l 
Question.  Were  you  at  the  navy  yard  near  Pensiu-ola,  Fla.,  on  the 
12th  of  January  last,  or  in  the  vicinity  thcreolt     If  yea,   in   what 
capacity ! 

Answer.  1  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  yard,  i«t  the  village  of  Warrington,  on  the  12th, 
the  day  of  the  surrender,  on  leave  of  .tbsenoe,  I  whs  that  morning  detacbe<l  iVom 
the  M't/andottt  by  t'ommodore  Armstrong. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  circumstAUcca  attending 
She  surrender  of  the  yard !     If  so,  state  it. 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  what  transpired  in  the  yard,  iw  I  wiu 
nut  there  ut  the  time. 

t^ucKtion.  When  was  it  first  known  at  Warrington  on  the  morning 
of  the  12th  that  trooiis  were  on  their  way  from  I'ensacola  to  attack  the 
yanll 

Aiuwer.  It  wa«  known  in  the  village  early  in  the  morning  of  the  12Ui  that  troops 
were  on  the  way.  The  principal  part  of  the  inhahitiiots  of  the  village  were  to  act 
with  them,  and  deemed  well  informed  on  the  subject. 
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Question.  State  to  wliat  extent,  if  any  to  your  knowletlge,  Commo- 
dore Ann.itroiif;  euoiteratcd  with  Lieutenant  Slemmer  in  arraiiRin;;  for 
the  defense  ot  the  public  projwrty  at  the  yard  and  in  the  vicinity  thereof. 

Answer.  I  Vnow  tlmt  Cominodnre  AmiHtrrmK  mi  the  9th  of  Jnntiury  orderiMl  the 
t'imimundiiig  ofli.erH  nf  the  steuiners  H'yatKlotlr  .•iiid  Suii/ili/  tnjitnhor  <>t\  Kort  Karrnii- 
raa  to  louviiy  the  troops  Cm m  Fort  Harruiirti*  to  Kort  I'icKenH.  On  the  night  of  the 
9th  the  foK  vax  too  great  to  do  aujthin):.  At  d.ivlight  on  the  10th  I  took  i  oiuuiiiiid 
of  the  hoats  of  the  tfyatidolie,  with  a  navy-yard  lighter  in  low,  anil  proceeded  to 
Kort  Bitrranras  wharf;  took  on  liourd  thetieldpieieN,  tVie|tiirrison,  and  all  their  odectn. 
ITiere  were  about  forty-eight  men,  .'iml  with  the  asHiNtame  of  the  Wiiutidotlr  they  were 
towed  airoKM  the  harbor  and  landed  at  Kort  Piikenf.  Two  boat.'<  of  the  navy  yard, 
under  the  cotninaud  of  Sailinf;  Mauler  I'earsun,  were  engaged  that  day  in  transport- 
ing the  powder.  22,()tK)  pounds,  from  Kort  Httrranrns  to  Kort  Ki<kens.  On  the  Uth 
the  boat*  of  the  JVi/andollf  were  en^atjed  transporting  the  eHeft«  of  the  olhcerH 
and  men  from  Kort  MamtmaK  to  Kort  I'irkons.  Lieutenant  Erben,  of  the  Supply, 
was  in  ronimand  of  a  boat  from  that  ve.H.>(el,  and  en;;aged  on  the  11th  in  do«troying 
powder  taken  from  Kort  MrKee.  He  de-stroyed  i;2,(HK)  ]ionndH  by  rolling  the  barrels 
into  the  sea.  There  were  niniorsof  an  attark  thatday,  and  weliad  not  fone enough 
to  move  the  powder  over  the  bav.  Thirty  of  the  men  in  ordinary  were  taken  over 
by  the  Wyandotte  and  lauded  at  Kort  ricliens  the  evening  of  the  10th,  to  aid  in  the 
defense  of  that  plare.  They  tarried  with  them  ;10  niiiakctA,  4,t)(KJ  rartiidgea  and  e-aps. 
A  ijuantity  of  provisions  were  ordered  by  t'oninioilore  Armstrong  to  bo  landed  at 
Fort  I'iikens,  nn<l  on  the  12th  early  in  the  morning  they  were  landed- 

Question,  Where  were  the  vessels,  the  Wyandotic  and  the  Supply,  at 
the  time  of  the  suirender  of  the  yardt 

Answer.  I  saw  the  Wyandollr  under  steam  300  or  400  yards  from  the  wharf  m  the 
navy  yard  a  short  time  after  the  surrenilor  of  the  yard.  She  was  beading  to  Kort 
Pickens.  Shortly  after  that  a  signal  was  made  from  the  Supnlii  to  t«ke  her  in  tow, 
and  both  vessels  went  to  sea  that  aflern<H>n  and  returned  to  the  harbor  of  Pensaeolu 
under  a  llag  of  truce  on  the  1.3th. 

Question.  What  waa  the  strength  of  the  crew.s  of  the  WyaiuJotte  and 
the  Supply,  and  what  number  of  pnns  had  they  aboartl,  and  what  was 
the  caliber  <>f  the  {jimsf 

Answer.  The  Wyandotte  h.-wl  four  3*!- pounder  guns  of  27  owt.  an<l  two  PaliVgron 
howit/ers.  I  do  not  know  exiu'tly  how  many  men;  I  believe  72  or  73,  all  told,  ofli- 
cers  an<l  men.  The  storeship  Supply  bad  two  32-ponnder»  of  27  or  30  ewt.  small 
gnns.     Shonld  not  jndge  from  my  own  observation  that  the  crew  exceeded  3t>  men. 

Question.  How  near  could  these  ve.s.><el.s  approach  the  beach  at  any 
point  to  the  northeast  of  the  yard  by  which  ran  the  usual  roatt  or 
approach  from  PensacolaT 

Answer.  They  could  certainly  approach  within  a  qnarter  of  a  mile.  The  Supplg 
drew  16  feet  and  the  Wijandolle  13  feet. 

fi>uestion.  What  waa  the  distance  of  the  road  from  the  bea<'h,  and 
could  the  puns  of  the  vessels  from  the  bay  command  that  apiiroacht 

Answer  The  guns  from  the  vessels  in  the  bay  would  reach  the  road.  The  distance 
of  the,roftd  varies;  at  the  buyou  it  is  narrow.     The  beach  itself  is  the  road. 

Question.  What  disatfection,  if  any,  was  there  in  the  command  under 
Commodore  Armstrong T 

Answer.  I  know  positively  of  disatfection  among  the  omployto  of  the  yard,  and  of 
rnmored  disafi'ection  among  the  offluers.  Some  expressed  a  desire  not  to  boar  ttxwa 
against  the  Rontb. 

Question.  How  far  waa  this  disaffection  known  to  Captain  Arm- 
strong T 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  time  ha<l  it  jirevailed  in  the  yard? 

Answer.  I  reached  the  village  of  Warrington  on  the  10th  of  December,  where  I 
resided.     I  found  a  good  deal  of  exciteiuout  theio  then.     The  feelings  of  some  of  the 


offl<'«r8 — C;onimainler  Karraiid,  Lioiitenaiit  Hpimliaw,  ami  (lii>  uavul  Htorekeoiicr,  Mr. 
Goiiziilos — woro  ciiliKtcd  in  hi^lialf  of  the  South.  I  kiiow  of  no  rufuMil  to  obey  onliTu 
amouf;  offlcerH  or  einjdoyc-s. 

By  Cai)tain  Aemstronq  : 
Qnestion.  Yon  were  asked  if  the  vessels  in  the  bay  could  not  have 
commanded  the  approaoli  by  the  bay  road.     If  the  ves.sols  had  been 
statioiietl  lor  that  juirpuse,  conld  not  the  attaekinj^  jiarty  just  :is  easily 
have  reached  the  yard  by  another  route? 

Answer.  Tbo  attHckitig  force  loiihl  have  reaobed  the  yftrd  l>y  annther  route,  but  not 
aoeaoily. 

By  the  CoUET: 
(Question.  What  was  the  armament  of  the  steamer  Fulton,  and  wliere 
were  these  arms  dei)osited,  if  in  the  yard? 

Answer.  Four  32-i)ouii<Ur»  of  SH  cwt.  Tliey  wore  ilepositcal  in  llio  artillery  park 
of  the  yard.     They  were  disumunted  at  the  timo  of  tho  Hurrendcr  of  the  yard. 

The  testimony  of  this  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him.  and  then, 
at  3  o'clock  ]).  ui.,  the  court  adjourne<l,  to  meet  again  to-morrow  morning 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  l.>th  instant. 


^ 


Washington  Cat\,  Ftbrnnry  ir,,  lf<i;j—io  a.  m. 

The  court  met  jmrstiaut  to  adjournment.  Present,  aTl  the  members; 
William  H.  B.  Cross,  the  JudjjeadvcK'ate;  Captain  .lames  Armstrong 
also  i)rcseiit. 

The  record  of  the  ])roceedin{js  of  yesterday,  the  14th  instant,  were 
then  read  over,  after  which  Jkrkmiah  11.  (iii.MAN.secxnd  lieutenant, 
First  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army,  was  then  called  as  a  witness  by  tlie  Judge- 
axlvocate,  an<l,  being  duly  sworn,  was  interrogated  as  follows: 
By  the  Ji-dge-Advooate: 

Question.  Were  yon  present  on  duty  in  tho  vicinity  of  the  U.  S.  navy 
yard  near  Pensacohi,  Fla.,  on  the  1-th  of  January  la.stf  If  yt^a,  st;ito 
where  and  in  what  ca])iR'ity. 

Answer.  I  wbm  at  Kort  Pickens  on  tho  12th,  a.-4  i^eoood  liout<<n:int  of  tho  troo)m 
stationed  there,  under  tho  commnud  of  Lieutenant  •Slemmor, 

Qnei«tion.  >\liat,  if  anj-,  official  intereoiu-se  had  yon  with  Captain 
Armstrong  relative  to  the  protection  of  the  pnblic  i)n)i)erty  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  navy  yard  ? 

Answer.  On  the  Tth  of  .lannary  Lieutenant  Sleromer  and  myself,  hearing  that  tho 
ojw  were  loniiiii;  to  take  poxsennion  of  tho  jinblic  property  there,  visit«<l  Coiuino- 
,ore  Arm.itronu  to  »eo  whether  he  eoiild  unite  with  n^  in  any  way  to  delend  tho  puli- 
>  property.     Wo  did  tho  same  thiuj;  on  tho  Stli,  and  he  derided,  in  tho  iiliseuro  uf 
.strui'tionN,  that  nothin;;  rould  bo  done.     On  the  morning  of  the  i)th  Lieiiteiijint 
lemmer  reeeived  orders  from  the  Hoailiiuurters  of  tho  Army  to  defend  either  of  tho 
fortx,  and  wiui  notilied  that  tho  eomniandant  of  tho  yard  had   probably  rot'oived 
instructions  to  cooperate  with  a*.     Lieutenant  Slemmer  and  myself  went  iramedi- 
ttcly  to  see  the  romniodore  and  found  that  ho  hail  received  tlio  same  day  orders, 
hicb  he  showed  ns.     The  paper'  which  appears  in  the  record  bearing  date  .laniuiry 
1S61,  from  I.  Toucey  to  t'ommodoro  .James  Armstrong,  is  a  copy  thereof  as  I  recol- 
ict.     After  some  conversation  tho  cumiiiodore  agreed  with  us  thiit  Kort  I'ickens  vraa 
e  only  place  that  loiild  be  ilefended  by  the  united  force  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
itioued  there.     He  promised  us  to  turiii.-b  us  with  provisions,  with  what  men  ho 
uld  spare:  that  the  11 't/aNdo(f«shoul<l  tow  us  across  to  Fort  I'ickens  from  Ilarraucas 
at  day.  thedlh,  nl  1  o'clock,  und  that  the  fl'nantlolle  an<l  the  Supply  were  to  anchor 
ar  tho  Fort  to  a.ssist  ns  in  protecting  it.     At  I  o'clock  I  went  to  tho  yard,  Lietiton- 
Slemuier  being  at  Fort  I'ickens,  at  which  timo  the  commodore  said  that  tho  only 
istanco  which  he  could  render  would  bo  to  furnish  some  provisionn  and  allow  tlio 
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Qnestion.  What,  if  an>'tiung,  did  Captain  Ariustroag  say  to  y oa  and 
lieateiiant  Sleouner  in  regard  to  supposed  disaffection  in  his  eommand, 
oflSeers  or  ment 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  ever  said  aoythiBK  aboot  hix  men.  Lieatenant  Slein- 
Mtr  WU  him  be  khooKht  the  officers  in  the  yanl  oo  whoaa  he  called  for  adrire  wera 
hadly  •ffected  tovard  Ui«  iiovrmmrut,  aatt  the  comaiodore  tepUed  he  thought  bo 

(J  Mliiiaot  S! '  '<Taa  BiatakeB,  and  that  these  oScerv  —  --    •  "  —  ■  - -mder 

Ihair  aatha  t. '  b«  O— ritiitlnii.  aad  woald  be  tne  We 

to:  i>'i4fW»  that  Kcntleatea  had  tuld  i»  t:  .M  t>v 

imited  eoauda  Sat  the  |aotectiaa  of  the  public  proptrtv  ;  but  the  cuuimodure  ilid  not 
thiak  it  adriaahU,  and  Captain  Karrand  objected  to  it  very  strongly.  The  Anny 
oOcen  aa  vdl  as  tha  eeoBandore  thought  »o.  ad  it  had  not  been  d«>«  etewhere,  and 
DO  anthaoty  bad  heea  girwt  for  raiaiag  troopn 
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Question.  Are  you  aware  what,  in  the  tir.st  instance,  changed  the 
mind  of  Ooiuiuodore  Armstrong  as  to  sending  you  recnl'orcements! 

AuHwer.  1  biiveonly  my  own  opinion  iix  to  that.  Tln>  coniuiodore,  in  the  interview 
with  Lieutenant  Sleuiuier  and  myself,  at  first  did  uat  koiiiii  to  reuu'niher  that  ho  hud 
))r<>iiiis«d  what  I.iciitfiiant  SliMiiiuer  «tatf(l  he  had;  Imt  wlicu  Lieutenant  Sleiiiiuer 
called  his  attention  to  a  jiartiuulnr  circunistuiicu  that  seemed  to  remind  the  commu- 
dore  of  it. 

(Juestion.  Are  you  awan;  tliat  Lieutenant  Slemmer  ever  requested 
that  (-aiitaiii  Armstrong,  in  the  event  of  liis  dcteriuinint;  to  capitulate, 
would  send  !iini  further  aid  from  tiie  yard  t<t  enable  liirn  (Lieutenant 
81eiumer)  to  defend  Fort  Pickens?  li'  yea,  was  it  sent;  and  if  not, 
what,  to  your  knowledge,  prevented  it? 

Answer.  I  have  nu  }iorsonal  knowledge  of  .such  request.  I  only  know  what  Lien- 
tenant  Slemmer  naid. 

By  the  Court  : 
Question.   What  orders  or  information   had    Lieutenant  Slemmer 
re<!eived.  to  your  knowledge,  on  the  7th  or  Stii  to  iii<lu<'e  him  to  vi.sit 
("ominotlore  Arm.>*trong,  and  what  iiil'orniation  had  you  of  dangerous 
designs  against  the  forts  or  navy  yard  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Nothin);  hut  the  common  talk  of  the  people  nhoiit  town  and  the  fuet  of 
Rome  of  the  tVirtx  having  hoeu  taken  near  Mobile. 

By  the  .Iikge  Advocatk: 
Question.  Li  ]miHiisiiig  the  aid  of  the  vessels  to  Lieutenant  Slemmer 
to  cooperate  in  the  defeii.se  of  Fort  Pitken.s,  did  Captain  Armstrong 
ever  qualify  it  by  stating  to  him  (Lieutenant  Slemmer)  how  far  the  offi- 
cers might  go  in  that  cooi)eration  f 

Answer.  I  only  know  that  from  Lieutenant  Iteriyiiian. 

(The  witness  desired  to  add  liere  that  in  the  interview  of  the  0th, 
before  referred  to,  he  understood  the  SKppUf  antl  the  Wyandotte  were 
to  anchor  at  the  fort  to  cooperate  in  protecting  the  land  approach  to 
the  fort.) 

By  Captain  Akmstrong: 
Question.  Did  you  discover  in  any  intercourse  with  Commotlore  .■Arm- 
strong any  want  of  fealty  to  the  <  iovernmeiit  or  any  disposition  to  avoid 
the  full  di.scharge  of  the  duties  intrusteil  to  liimf 

Answer.  No,  Kir;  not  from  my  intercoiirHc  with  him.  I  »aw  no  evidence  of  want 
of  good  faith  toward  the  Government  more  than  appears  in  my  testimony. 

(Question.  I  wish  you  to  distinguish  between  errors  of  judgment  and 
the  want  of  good  faith.  Do  you  mean  l>y  your  ([iialitication  to  your 
last  answer  to  say  that  the  commodore  was  untrue  to  his  allegiance  to 
the  (toverninent  * 

Answer.  At  his  iuterviewK  with  me  he  indicated  in  his  manner  und  conversntioD 
lui  eager  detiire  to  ilo  his  <luty.  As  to  the  actit  I  have  mentioned,  I  leave  them  to 
B|i«ak  for  theuiselv(>8. 

Question.  What  vessels  of  war  are  now  at  or  near  the  harbor  of 
Pensacola,  or  were  there  when  you  left?  Do  they  lie  insideor  outside; 
and  if  outside,  why  do  they  not  go  in? 

.\nKwer.  I  do  not  know  what  vessels  are  there  at  this  moment.  When  I  left  Fort 
PirkfltiM  on  the  Stth  of  Kobruary  the  H'yandotle,  the  Brooklyn,  the  Sahim-,  and  the  .St. 
LoHit  were  there.  They  were  oiitsidoat  the  time  I  left.  1  think  they  were  all  nnder 
Mil,  lying  off  and  on.  They  do  not  go  in  on  account  of  the  existing  arinistico 
between  the  Government  and  the  State  authoritiuH. 

(Question.  ILis  the  Government  reenforced  Fort  Pickens  since  Ofl 
niodore  Armstrong  surrendered  the  yard?    If  not,  have  they  agit 
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not  to  do  so  at  preseut  in  order  to  avoid  coUijiion  with  the  State  forces  f 
That  force  is  now  witbin  the  fortt 

(The  jiKlge  advocate  here  suggested  that  the  witness   might   be 
exempt,  on  grounds  of  public  jwlicy,  fn»ui  responding  to  this  enquiry; 
:m1  the  witness  answering,  "I  would  prefer  not  to  answer  this  ques- 
n,"  Commodore  Armstrong  thereuiwn  agreed  to  waive  it.) 

BytheCoi'ET: 
Question.  At  the  interview  with  Commodore  Annstrong  wherein  j'on 
.siiy  that  it  WiW  agree<l  l>etween  you  that  Fort  Pickens  was  the  only 
]il:icc  yuu  could  defend  with  your  united  means,  is  it  to  \>e  understood 
that  you  all  concurred  in  such  opinion,  and  that  the  usvy  yard  was 
deemed  uue  of  the  indefensible  places  f 


AiuwL-r.  .K»  to  myself  auil  Lieutvaant  Slemmer  Bud  Commodore  Armstrong  I  have 
ily  au-Hwered;  ai>  to  tlie  otiier  ortit-er*  pre»eat,  Captain  Farrand  and  Lieutenant 
aw  did  nut  wi»h  to  defeuil  au,v  ]ilace;  aiiiiX  it  would  bt>  a»elei«. 

The  testimony  of  this  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him,  and  James 
M.  (.'ooPKK  was  then  called  V>y  the  judge- advocate  as  a  witness,  and 
interrogated  as  follows': 

By  the  Judge- Advocatb  : 
Question.  M'ere  you  present  at  the  navy  yard  near  Peusacola,  Fla., 
»n  the  12th  of  Jauuarj'  last?    If  so,  in  what  capacityT 

Answer.  I  was  there  as  gunner  of  the  yard. 

Question.  State  what  number  of  guns  were  then  in  the  yard,  their 
size  and  condition. 

.\nKW(T.  TbiTe  wcn>  twenty-two  IS-poanders,  a  tuilating  battery,  four  32-poander8 
Ix'luuKlDg  to  the  Fulton,  :uid  four  32-poaudiT»  bt-longing  to  tbf  yard,  that  hud  been 
l<Tt  tbcre,  and  two  8-inch  giuiM.  There  wuh  :i1m>  u  howitzer  In  the  itnuory ;  it  had  un 
clcvalln!;  Kcrew,  aud  there  wiis  no  aiumuuition  for  it.  Xoue  of  the  jfiuis  were 
uioiinti'd  but  tbc  Kalutiug  bnttery.  Those  were  Kt:ttiouary,  nioautiHl  on  carriagw* 
without  tnirku,  iind  the  r.irriiigeti  were  rotten.  They  were  not  mov:ible.  I  do  not 
know  of  my  own  kuowlcdj^e  that  there  were  auy  guu  carriages  in  the  yard.  The 
luilutiug  )>att<'ry  pointed  toward  Pe&saeola,  aud  Wiie  not  more  than  1(X)  yards  from 
the  north  gate. 

Question.  What  number  of  men  in  ordinary  were  there  in  the  yard 
on  the  I2th  or  shortly  prior  thereto t 

An»wiir.  There  were  some  thirty-one  or  thirty-two  sent  to  the  fort  before  the  troops 
rami.-  to  the  yard,  leaviug  about  forty  in  the  yard. 

Quc.>slion.  What<iuaiitity  of  ammunition  wtis  on  hand  at  that  time  in 
the  ntagazine  or  elsewhere  T 

Answer.  I  eonld  not  say  with  rert.'iinty.  All  the  nnuutinitiou  was  under  the  rharge 
ofthp'-torekefjHjr.  There  wuh  only  two  barrels  in  the  yard;  just  enough  for  saluting. 
Tim  iiiig.izini'  was  large.  1  have  s.'ou  it  often,  aud  should  think  there  must  have 
been  lllO  iir  oO'  liiirrels  of  powder  in  it.  The  magazine  was  hoiuu  300  yards  from  the 
navy  yard.    There  were  a  unmber  of  large  8  and  10  ineb  shells  iu  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  material  circumstance  ctmnected  with 
the  .Hurreuder  of  the  yard  T     If  so,  state  it. 

Anxwer.  I  do  not,  except  tliat  Commander  Farrand  ordere<l  me  to  go  to  the  maga- 
zine to  show  tbe  oflireri  of  tbe  troops  what  wa.s  there.     1  did  not  go  because  they 
N  Would  not  allow  me  to  jio/w  out. 

F    <jueHtion.  What  disaffection,  if  any,  was  there  among  the  officers  or 
men  under  the  command  of  Captain  Armstrong  at  the  yardt 

^  An»wiT.  Captain  I'arr.iiid  au<l  Lieutenant  Rensliaw  appeared  disalTected.  Captain 
Karraud  ramc  alter  me  often  for  the  ilimeusinn  of  the  i  artridges  of  tbe  guns  at  the 
fort.    1'hLs  was  after  the  yaid  woa  seized;  it  was  ou  the  Monday  following.     He  also 
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eui|iiiro<l  uboiit  the  shells  tliut  bi-li>iii;<Ml  to  the  bowitxer  in  the  iirniory.  The  luen  iu 
uriliuiiry  I  know  but  little  about.  '!'£<>  Htorekevper,  Gunzuliv.,  who  bud  cbiirgu  of  the 
oiuiiiuuitiuu,  was  disufl'ected;  very  mui-h  bo. 

I5y  Captain  Abmstronu  : 
Ciuestiou.  Did  uot  Commodore  Ariustroiig  prior  Ut  the  surrender 
Ciiiition  you  to  be  viy:ilaat  aud  to  give  him  auy  iuformatiou  ol'  wbat  was 
going  on  outside'? 

AuBwer.  He  did,  sir. 

(Question.  Could  the  guns  of  the  saluting  battery  have  been  used  iu 
an  engagement  with  an  enemy? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  tboy  i^ould  not.'  The  carriug«s  wuro  mo  rott«u  thoy  couhl  not  bo 
used.  The  k"""  themselves  were  lit  for  («rvk'e.  Iu  firing  ii  sulutc  oue  duy  the  side 
of  a  carriage  fell  out. 

Question.  Did  any  otticer  but  yourself  ever  serve  with  Captain  Arm- 
strong before  f 

Answer.  Not  to  luy  knnwl>Ml)<;o.  I  It'ufi  tliero  when  the  commodore  cAmo,  aud  he 
apjiearod  to  be  u  atruugt-r  to  uU  thu  rest  thnre. 

The  ttistimoiiy  of  this  witness  wiis  then  rciwl  over  {o  him,  and  then,  at 
3  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  court  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
to-morrow. 


Washington  City,  February  16,  ISOI—IO  a.  m. 

Court  met  pursuant  to  a«ljournment.  Present,  all  the  luembers; 
William  B.  B.  Cross,  judge-advocate;  Captain  James  Ajrmstroug  svlso 
I)resent. 

The  re<:ord  of  yesterday's  proceetliugs  was  reaxi  over,  and  then  Lieu- 
tenant Uenkv  Ebben,  it.  S.  Navy,  Wiis  called  as  a  witness  by  the 
judge-advocate,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  was  interrogated  aa  follows: 

By  the  Judge  Advoc:ate: 
Question.  Were  you  on  duty  in  the  vicinity  of  tlic  navy  yard  near 
Pcusacola,  Fla.,  on  the  l-'th  of  January  lastf    If  so,  iu  what  capaeityf 

AiiAwer.  I  WOK  on  duty,  attached  to  the  storcship  Supply,  off  Fort  PickeuK,  ou  the 
I2tb  of  Jiinuary. 

Question.  Had  yon  any  interviews  with  Captain  Armstrong  relative 
to  the  protection  of  the  public  jiroperty  at  the  navy  yard  !  Ii'  so,  state 
what  i)a8sed  thereat. 

Answer.  I  had  but  oue  interview  with  C'ouimodoro  Armstrong,  aud  that  wa/i  on 
the  evening  of  the  lltli.  I  otiered  to  Commodore  Arm>trong  to  dustroy  the  powder 
in  the  naval  niagiiziuu  in  Warringtxiu,  aud  to  removo  the  ropu  nud  blocks  th;it  could 
bo  UNed  for  uioiiuting  gnus,  iiuil  uiiy  huiuII  arms  that  might  be  iu  thu  yard  I  wanted 
to  take  lo  Fort  PickeuH  aud  jilaio  them  there.  My  reasou  lor  proposing  this  wiw 
that  the  afternoon  previous  to  this  visit  ou  tho  11th  I  bad  destroyed  the  powder, 
between  2U,000  and  30,000  pounds,  and  mounting  tackling  at  the  fort  and  carried 
oway  the  block.'«  from  Fort  SicKee.  The  oummodoru  told  mo  he  was  very  glad  I  had 
called  ou  him,  iiud  I  thought  tho  roumiodoro  about  to  give  me  the  punui.ssiou.  Th<;n 
Captain  Farrnud  nud  Lieiiteuani  Ki-u>b:iw  ciiuie  iu.  I  am  n<it  positive  that  tho 
I'Ommodorc  sent  for  them.  When  Ciiptaiu  Farriuid  ascertained  my  purpose  ho 
seemed  not  at  all  pleaded,  and  he  a^.koil  the  <  onimodore  if  I  had  seen  his  (Commodoro 
Armstrong's)  iustiiictiims.  'fhecomuiodore  then  read  me  instructions  which  ilirei^te<l 
that  he  should  be  vigilant  iu  protecting  tho  public  property,  and  Captain  Farran<l 
said  to  me  in  a  motiaoing  miinner,  "  I>o  you  call  thi.s  protecting  Government 
property  by  destroying  it  f  "  Captain  Fiirrand  was  so  ex(it.ed  in  his  manner  that  tho 
commotiore  h:id  to  r<'i|UeKt  him  uot  to  spnik  so  loud.  He  told  the  commodore  that 
1  w.'ks  rash  ;  that  1  wanted  to  do  what  the  Army  ollliers  had  done;  that  what  tliey  hM) 
douu  was  wrong,  aud  that  if  he  (the  eommudoro;  gave  me  the  pcnuissiou  it  wuuU 
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incite  a  riot  and  cuniw  bloodxhed.  I  tolil  Captain  Farrand  that  if  any  giinN  were 
fired  from  the  fort  tlie  rojic  and  blorks  for  mounting  them  would  lome  from  the 
navy  yaril.  Captain  Karrand  then  got  very  angrj',  and  »aid  ho  wouM  not  nit  in  a 
room  and  he  spoken  to  in  that  manner.  He  alHoi'omphiined  that  the  ntlirers  of  tbo 
Supply  iind  H'l/anilolle  did  not  obey  the  (.'onimodore's  orders-  lo  return  to  the  yard  and 
bring  the  ships  back.  Lieuteniinl  Keiishaw  .•<:iid  nothing  in  this  iulervicw  exeept 
to  the  oomuuidore.  "  Your  iustru<tions  are  to  send  the  *'u/j;Wi;  to  VeraCrnz  and  the 
Wtjandolte  to  the  coast  of  Cuba;  why  don't  they  gof"  1  left,  without  obtaining  the 
permiK-sion  or  order.  My  impression  is  that  Commodore  Ammtroug  would  havegiven 
me  the  order  hut  for  Captain  Farrauil  and  Lieutenant  Kenshaw. 

(,>uestioii.  Can  you  rewill  any  further  remarks  from  Captain  Arm- 
stri)n{j  hiiusti  C,  showing  vvha  t  his  imrpo.se  was  in  reference  to  the  defense 
of  the  public  property  at  that  point! 

Answer.  I  do  not  recoUert  anything- 

(Juestion.  By  wliose  tlirection  did  you  destroy  the  powder  and  other 
proi>erty  at  Fort  McJiee! 

Anayrer.  I  did  it  at  the  request  of  the  Army  officers  at  Fort  Pickens,  as  they  had 

no  time  to  do  it.  . 

Que.stion.  Are  you  eognizaiit  of  any  material  occurrences  attending 
the  surrender  of  the  yard  on  the  12th  i>f  January t     If  so,  state  them. 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  of  them.     I  wjis  then  :i»hore  at  Fort  Firkeos. 

Question.  What,  if  any,  disaflection  was  therein  the  command  of 
Captain  Armstrong,  and  how  far  was  the  same,  if  any  existetl,  known 
to  himT 

Answer.  I  would  frequently  hear  th(>  me>'hani<'S  talking  in  the  yard  in  a  manner 
show  disaflwtion.     Thut  is  all  1  know  positively. 

By  Captain  Aemstrono  : 

Question.  As  to  Captiiiu  Farrand's  statement  that  the  officers  of  the 
Supply  and  Wyawlolle  had  not  obeyed  firders  to  return  to  the  yard, 
ha«l  there  been  suflicient  time  to  comply  with  the  orders! 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  when  the  orders  were  given;  I  tin  not  know  of  any  dis- 
obedience myself. 

Question.  When  did  the  Supply  enter  Penaacola  Bay,  what  did  she 
go  there  for,  and  from  whence  did  she  come,  and  what  wa.s  her 
destination  f 

Answer.  She  arrived  on  the  7th  of  December,  IStiO;  wo  came  from  Vera  Cniz 
[Mexico')  for  .stores,  among  them  coal.  It  was  said  on  the  vos.k«1  she  was  to  return 
to  Vera  Cruz;  1  never  saw  the  orders.  We  never  obUiiued  all  our  dtorcs  prior  to  the 
surrender;  why  I  <'an  not  state;  we  were  delayed  by  bad  weather,  and  tboydid  not 
work  OS  ra|>idly  in  the  yard  as  I  thought  they  might  have  done. 

Question.  How  long  did  it  take  to  get  the  sand  ballast  out  of  the 
vessel  f 

Answer.  I  think  we  were  disrharging  baUont  two  weeks;  we  worked  at  it  twice, 
taking  in  coal  between  these  times. 

The  testimony  of  this  witne.ss  was  then  read  over  to  him,  and 
Samcel  F.  Hkynolds,  sergeant  of  marines,  was  then  called  as  a 
witness  by  tlie  judge-a<lvo<'ate,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  wsis  interrogated 
as  follows: 

I  By  the  Judge-Advocate: 

p   Questitm.  Were  you  at  the  navy  yard  near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  on  the 
I2th  of  January  last!     If  so,  in  what  capacity! 

Answer.  I  was  tliere  as  orderly  sergeant  of  the  post. 

Question.  State  any  material  circumstiinces  attending  the  surrender 
of  the  yard  that  came  under  your  observation. 
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Enswer.  On  the  morning  of  tlie  12tli  I  rereivwl  nn  order  from  I'aptiiin  Watson  to 

KTethcnien  fonned  undrrarnm.     AflprfonuinKthoui  I  reported  f^)  hi  in  and  hodirectpd 

B(!  to  l«t  thnni  rest  thnir  picccit  n^iiinHt  the  tmrrnik-t  and  Htiind  rt^iuly  to  fall  in  at 

the  order;  thin  wan  about  10  o'llorU  it.  ni.     The  next  ordrr  I  rorcived  wits  to  form 

Itho  mon,  and  let  thcni  stiic  k  their  arms;  thin  was  ]iroljably  iiftfr  12  o'i'lock.  It  was 
In  order  that  all  of  the  men  seemed  very  relnitant  to  obey.  They  Were  very  mnch 
iirertpd,  some  of  them  to  tears,  and  said  they  woulil  not  obey  ;  they  would  not  snfier 
Bic  humiliation;  they  would  sooner  boshot.  Some  lime  after  the  arnif  werostiK  ked, 
Brobably  iin  hour  and  ii  half,  there  was  a  coinmiKsioner,  uh  (.'aptitin  Watson  ralle<l 
Biiii,  riime  au<l  east  his  eye  over  the  men,  and  after  he  in8]>oi't<Ml  the  •jiiarters  we 
Irere  directed  to  occupy  two  of  the  rooms.  About  an  hour  alter,  the  biiluiice  of  the 
quarters  were  <iccnpied  by  the  troops  from  Alabama.  This  must  have  been  two  hours 
nnil  a  half  after  the  arms  were  stacked.  Alter  that  we  were  not  allowed  to  leave 
I  the  yard.  From  what  1  saw  I  judged  the  number  of  the  troons  was  about  800.  I 
bled  my  best  to  asiertuin  precisely.  This  estiuiiite  includes  all  that  came  against 
pie  yard.  I  can't  state  exactly  how  many  companies  were  there;  five  cumpanioa 
Wuie  in  the  tlmt  instance  to  the  barracks;  we  had  thirty -seven  enlisted  men  iu  tho 
llaTiDe  Corps,  and  one  oftlcer;  they  were  all  out  that  day, 
I  By  the  Cor BT: 

•  Question.  Was  ball  cartridjje  issued  to  the  men  that  day  or  at  any 
day  before! 

Auswer.  I  received  an  order  throe  days  before  to  detail  a  guard  for  the  north  gate 
and  to  issue  them  ball  cartridges.  That  order  was  loiint^-rraanded  that  same  even- 
ing ns  to  issuing  ball  cartridges.  No  ball  cartridges  were  issued  to  the  rest  of  the 
con)|>any.  I  was  directed  not  to  issue  thom  to  any  of  the  company.  This  order  lame 
from  Captain  Watson.  I  did  issue  the  ball  cartridges  tiO  the  sergeant  detached  to 
take  charge  of  the  guard  at  the  north  gate,  and  I  afterwarils  wted  on  the  order 
to  take  them  hack. 

By  Captain  AuMSTitONr. : 

Qnestion.  Where  were  the  ball  cartridges  kept  that  were  to  be  used 
by  the  marines  f 

Answer.  In  the  marine  store  room  iu  the  barracks.     We  had  from  800  to  1,000  ball 
rlrldges  there  and  more  in  the  small  magazine  within  the  navy  yard. 

TIr-  testimony  of  this  witness  was  thvn  read  over  to  him,  and  Cap- 
tain Watson,  a  witness  previously  esauiined,  was  recalled  by  the 
""idfre-advocate. 

By  the  .lUDGE- Advocate: 
Question.  Wliat  orders  had  yon  given  just  before  the  surrender  of 
\ie  yard  relative  to  the  issue  or  nonissue  of  ball  eartindges,  and  were 
[je  same  received  by  yoti  from  Ciijitain  Armstrong? 

Answer.  Three  or  four  ilays  before  the  snrrender  of  the  yard,  when  the  additional 
aard  was  jiut  at  the  nortli  gate,  they  Avore  supplied  with  three  paikages  of  ball 
fcrtridges.     The  sentry  on  post  had  a  blank  cartridge  to  give  the  alarm.     The  ball 

rtridge-s  were  in  po.sKc.s.sioii  of  the  sergeant  at  the  gate,  who  was  the  sergeant  of 
lie  go.iril.  That  order  wiv.s  not  countermanded.  The  sergeant  was  told  that  evening 
[>t  to  loail  with  them  unless  it  wa.s  nece.ssary.  I  receiveil  no  orders  in  relation  to 
bo  issue  of  ball  cartridges  from  Captain  Armstrong. 

By  the  Court  : 
Question.  Were  ball  cartridges  issued  to  the  marine  guard  on  the 
iy  of  the  .surrender? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  had  them  in  the  guard  room  ready,  but  not  in  the  rartridge 

Dxe.s  of  the  men;  the  marines  paraded  that  day  without  ball  cartridges;  they  had 

lie  I'artridge  boxes  on;   I  now  think  the  ball  cartridges  were  in  the  boxes.     We  had 

Dme  3,000  ball  cartridges  ut  the  barracks.     The  weather  wa«  so  wet  that  the  muskets 

ere  not  kept  loaded. 

Question.  Did  you  order  Sergeant  Reynolds  to  furni.slr  the  guard  at 
the  north  gate  with  bidl  cartridges,  and  did  you  direct  him  to  withdraw 
lemf  J 
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AUDWer.  I  ordnred  8«rgeaut  BeynoliU  to  ftimifih  biUI  ru-tridgw  to  tbtt  gnurd,  Aud 
t  HAW  thnt  (buy  vmm  furiii.sbed  belore  the  giiunl  went  iiji.  I  did  out  direct  him  tu 
with<liuw  them  from  tho  );iiui'd.  I  told  hiiii  not  to  load  the  luiKiket^  with  thvai. 
'I'hcy  leuiuiiivd  lit  thu  giito  with  the  serf^uaut  ol  the  guard  ready  for  ui«e. 

The  teiitiutouy  of  tliis  witue«ti  \ra»  here  read  over  to  biiu,  aud 
llonKUT  OixoN,  iHiatswaiii,  was  tben  called  by  ibe  judge-advocate, 
aud,  beiii{;  duly  sworu,  was  iuterrogated  as  lollows: 

By  the  J iDOK- Advocate: 
QuoHtioii.  Were  you  prcseut  at  tlio  navy  yard  near  Pensacola  ou  tlie 
llitb  uf  .laiiuary  last!     If  so,  state  in  wbat  capacity,  and  add  any 
material  circuujKtaut;*'  connected  witb  tbe  surrender  of  tbe  yard  tbat 
came  under  your  notice. 

AtiHwor.  I  wiiK  lit  th»  yiird  on  the  li!th  of  ,)uuii»ry  loMt  as  boatswain.  About  1 
oVloi'k  1  liciii'd  thn  troops  hiid  arrived.  I  went  ii|i  toward  the  gO'te  and  luiw  the  com- 
niiiMiouurrt  loinu  in.  Cnjituin  I'ltrrand  wut  with  them.  I  then  went  out  uudMtw  tho 
troopK.  1  then  went  down  to  the  Uiij^tulf.  The  tlui;  hud  then  been  Imnlod  down  aud 
the  qnurlnrmuHtcr  had  it  in  hin  hand.  Nothing  further  of  any  portieular  ini[>ortan('C' 
viinie  under  my  iiuliio.  The  quartermuoter,  X  think,  look  the  llag  to  tho  M'atch- 
hoUHe, 

Question.  I>i<l  you  estimate  witb  care  tbe  number  of  troops  tbat 
»!anii'  against  the  yardf     If  so,  wbat  w;is  tbe  number T 

AuHWur.  J  went  out  aud  looked  at  them  and  1  Miid  then  to  myself  there  was  no  500 
trociim  tliinu.  l''Toni  the  room  tltev  occupied  1  thought  there  were ubout  300.  I  epeak 
of  the  troopH  in  front  of  tho  nortli  {(ate. 

The  testimony  of  this  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him,  and  lioB- 
KUT  lltNTKU,  sailiiiaker,  was  then  called  by  tbe  judge-advocate,  aad, 
being  duly  sworn,  was  iuterrogated  as  follows: 

Hy  tllC  JlDciE  AtlVoi'ATE: 
Question,  Were  you  present  iit  tho  United  States  navy  yard  uear 
I'eusacohi.  I'la.,  on   the  llitli  of  .January  last?    If  so,  state  in  wbat 
<'aiiacity,  and  add  any  material  circumstance  attending  tbe  surrender 
of  tlte  yard  that  came  under  your  observation. 

AiiHWiir.  I  H  a'<  iiiiwenl  lus  iiiavtor  sailinaker  of  the  yard.  I  heiird  the  troopi-  were 
at  the  liayoii,  und  when  1  heard  they  were  at  the  gate  I  weut  up  aud  Haw  them 
iimnli  In.  Thmn  were  Ironi  U'75  to  3IK).  They  cauie  in  open  order.  I  then  under- 
ntiMiil  llie  yunl  was  MirieiideitHl.  I  weut  to  Captain  .VruistrouK  aud  o-ikotl  him  if 
tliiK  plai'o  wuK  .surrendered,  and  ho  gave  me  to  uuderstuud  that  he  had  no  further 
eoniiiiaiKl  over  it;  Uiat  ho  wax  a  prisoner  and  1  wa^  the  same.  I  then  weut  to  Cap- 
tain Farriind  and  asked  hint  with  regard  to  the  property,  if  I  wa*  to  deliver  it  up, 
mid  he  said,  •' Yw,  evoiythiui:."  And  ho  then  told  me  if  I  did  not  wi.sh  to  join  the 
NoiiMierii  Coiitederuey  I  inii;ht  eouaider  myself  a  prl^>oner  on  parole,  and  tiild  me  at 
till'  naiiHi  lime  that  ho  had  no  further  eoutrol  over  me.  He  diil  not  try  to  coerce  me, 
or  anything  of  the  kind.  I  then  a.^^ked  him  a.>  to  my  private  iiuariers,  whether  I 
would  hu  diHturbeil  in  thorn  or  not,  and  he  suid  no;  1  wouhl  remain  as  long  113  I 
wlnhed.  Sunday  I  had  another  interview  with  Captain  Farrand  relative  to  the 
jiioprity,  aM  to  tiikinu  a  list  of  the  stock.  He  tiaid  at  lirst  it  was  not  worth  while, 
ami  alter  wards  Bald  I  had  belter  do  so.  I  then  took  two  eopiea  of  same  from  the 
books,  inie  ol'  whieh  I  gave  hiiu;  the  other  I  brought  off  witli  me.  An  order  came 
lloni  Captnin  Ifuiidnlph  next  nioruint:  to  make  some  t>aud  bags  for  breikstwork.  I 
■mil  Captain  liundolpb  had  nothing  to  do  with  me;  1  wa.s  a  prisoner.  He  uhe  aid- 
ile-eiiiiiii  who  brought  the  outer  t  said  the  mou  had  better  doit;  if  they  did  not,  they 
would  he  lakeii  earu  of.  .\U  Itio  uieu— «iubuakcn — wont  to  work,  except  ouu  who 
eaiuv  oil   with  me. 

My  tbolUn'UT; 
IJuestion.  Had  you  iviison  to  know  or  lieUeve  that  any  of  the  lom- 
niand  of  ('ai>tain  Ai nistrong  weiv  lalse  or  disatleitedT 

Answer  Among  the  naval  ollleorB  I  did  not  know  auythmg  of  it  before  the  snr- 
iiinder.  I  thought  ih.it  some  who  alUi»  the  &urivud«r  went  from  one  service  into 
uiiolher  were  disalleoted. 
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Tbe  testimony  of  this  witness  was  tlien  read  over  to  him,  and  Lewis 
HoL^fES,  a  witness  called  by  the  judgeiMlvocate,  being  duly  sworn, 
was  interrogated  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Advocate: 
Question.  Were  yon  present  at  the  navy  yard  near  Peiisa<-ohi,  Fla., 
on  the  12th  of  January  last!    If  so,  in  what  capacity?    And  state  any 
iiiateiial  circnuistances  that  came  under  youi'  observation. 

Answer,  I  was  prcBeiit  at  thonavy  yunl  us  car|)oiiter.  I  t^aw  nothing  in  paHiciilnr 
iiftlju surrender  except  the  truopM  cume  iti  aii<I  tlie  lltii;  baulod  duwit.  I  do  iii>t  Uiiuw 
by  wbo»e  uriler  it  was  liaiik'il  ilowu.  I  looked  at  the  troops,  and  I  Hboulii  think  tboso 
at  the  gates  did  uot  exoefd  ;)(.I0  or  325  uieu. 

The  testimony  of  this  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him,  ami  then, 
at  U:3()  o'clock  p.  ni.,  ihe  court  ailjotuued,  to  meet  again  on  Monday, 
the  18th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


Washington  Citt, 
Mondai/,  February  18,  JSOl — 10  a.  m. 

Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present,  all  the  members; 
William  B.  B.  Cross,  judge-advocate;  Captain  James  Aimstrong  also 
present. 

S.  TiiAYER  Abert  was  then  called  by  the  judge-advocate,  and,  being 
duly  sworn,  was  interrogated  as  follows: 

By  the  Judue- Advocate: 
Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  navy  yard  near  Peasacola,  Fla., 
on  the  12th  of  January  last?    If  so,  in  what  capacity? 

Answer,  1  was  there  as  civil  oiigiueer  of  the  yard. 

Question.  State  any  material  occurrences  relating  to  the  arriv»il  of 
the  trooj)s  that  came  against  the  yard  and  connected  with  the  surrender 
of  the  yard,  that  came  under  your  observation. 

.^swer.  I  was  in  Pcusacola  the  day  before  the  yard  was  taken.  It  was  the  talk 
that  400  troops  were  ex])ected  that  night,  and  that  more  were  cspeutcd  the  next  day. 
I  saw  Major  Chiise,  and  told  him  that  an  attack  on  the  yard  would  be  an  act  of  war, 
aa  the  State  wa.s  at  peace  with  tbe  lliiiled  .Stutcvs,  and  I  thoiiffht  it  would  be  at  vari- 
ance with  the  wishes  of  bis  own  State,  as  it  had  appointed  rouunissioncrs  to  negotiate 
for  the  peaceable  retrocession  of  this  propiTty.  I  retnnied  to  the  navy  yard.  It  wa« 
a  little  after  dark  that  evening.  I  called  iijkiii  Captain  Farrand  as  soon  as  1  returned, 
and  stated  to  him  the  material  points  of  my  eonversatiou  with  Major  Chase,  espe- 
cially the  knowledge  I  had  gained  with  reference  to  the  arrival  of  troops.  I  then 
called  on  Commoilore  Armstrong,  and  stated  tbe  siibslauoe  of  my  conversation  with 
Miijor  Chase  to  him  and  the  rumor  of  the  arrival  of  troo|is.  I  can  not  recollect  any 
material  reply  made  by  Captain  Armstrong.  I  was  at  the  marine  barracks  with 
Captain  Watson  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  and  saw  nothing  of  iniportaiire  con- 
nected with  it,  I  also  learned  that  day  in  town  that  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Flor- 
ida ha<l  seceded,  and  that  Major  Chase  had  been  commissioned  in  the  .State  service. 
This  I  also  told  to  Captain  Armstrong  and  Ca|>taiu  I'urrand.  'I'he  impression  I  took 
up  was  that  tbe  troops  were  coming  next  day  to  the  yiird.  I  can  uot  any  that  1  ouin- 
ninnicaled  that  to  the  olticcrs. 

By  Captain  Ahmstkoxg  : 
<^ue*tion.  What  did  Cai)taiu  Farrand  say  when  you  gave  him  the 
information  t 

Answer.  Hr  said  he  woubl  <'all  and  see  Captain  .Armstrong. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question,  Did  you  know  of  disafl'ectioii  among  the  otticers  or  employi^s 
of  the  yard  prior  to  the  surrender! 


Answer.  With  regard  ti>  the  emi>loy#«  of  the  yard,  I  know  that  a  greut  many  of 
them  are  Sonthemere,  who  cdiiUI  iint  in  any  oveiit  have  bi^en  iailiiced  to  take  arms 
against  the  Soiuh.  With  rii>;iiril  1<>  nfliriTR  1  kimw  nothing;.  l.ii-iit<-naDt  Kell  always 
Haid  tli:it  when  (!eor};ia  BUi-vdud  he  woiilil  rexign.  This  he  rlid,  hat  as  long  tut 
he  reiJiaiiH'd  in  the  M'lviio  he  iictod  in  ginxl  faith.  He  was  not  preMent  at  the  snr- 
reinhtr  of  the  yard ;  ho  had  roi  oived  a  leave  of  aliseme  about  three  weeks  before  to 
rarry  liis  wilu,  who  was  sick,  homo;  he  returned  a  week  after  the  yard  was  surren- 
dfred.  1  board  t'aptain  Karrauil  say  he  hail  property  in  .•Vlabaiua,  and  that  when  she 
sei'CiU-d  hi5  woiibl  riisign.  These  remarks  were  made  publicly,  but  I  know  of  no  act 
of  the.se  gentlemen  which  was  i  imtrarv  to  their  IValtv  to  ttie  l'nit«d  States  up  to 
the  time  that  tbuy  resignerl.  [  would  say  the  s-ime  of  Mr.  (joiixules,  the  naval  iitore- 
keeper.  lie  expressed  ho|>i:>s  of  the  aeltlenieut  of  this  ({iiestion  on  the  basis  of  the 
Crittenden  resolutions. 

Qu«>stioiv.  ]>i(l  llie  officers  or  men  you  s]>eak  of  ever  say  in  your 
presence  tliat  tliey  would  not  (leleinl  the  jiublii;  property  in  their  post, 
as  well  a.s  that  they  would  not  bear  arms  af^aiust  tlie  State! 

Answer.  No;  I  did  not  hear  them  sjiy  they  would  not  defend  the  yard.  My  own 
impression  is  timt  the  mass  of  the  em)>toyeA  of  the  yard  would  not  have  bnrue  aruio; 
some  few  might  have  done  so.  The  ortloers,  I  think,  would  have  done  so.  I  rec<ig- 
ni/.ed  it  as  the  duty  of  a  iiiau  a.s  long  as  he  wa.i  in  the  sorvlcc  to  obey  orders,  and 
tbey  agreed  with  me,  I  think,  in  this  opinion. 

The  testimony  of  this  witness  was  then  read  over  lo  him,  and  Sur- 
geon W.  |S.|  IJi.sho]),  the  only  ()tlier  witness  to  whom  a  summons  was 
sent,  never  havinp  reiiortetl  to  the  court,  the  evidence  was  here  closed 
by  the juilfje  advocate. 

Whereupon  Captain  Armstrong  then  offered  the  following  docu- 
mentary evidence : 

U.  8.  NA^^['  Dkpartmkst,  February  13,  1S61. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed  are  true  oopies  of  the  originals  on  llle  in  the 
Navy  Department. 

Chas.  W.  Wrlsh, 

ChU/  Vltrk. 

Be  it  known  that  Charles  W.  Welsh,  whose  name  is  signed  to  the  above  oertirtcate, 

is  now,  and  was  at  the  time  of  so  signing,  ebief  clerk  in  Mie  Navy  Department,  and 
that  full  failh  and  credit  are  due  to  all  his  otiicial  attestations  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof  1  have  hereunto  sulwcribed  my  name,  aud  caused  the  seal  of 
the  Navy  Dejiartnient  of  the  lTnit«d  .States  to  ho  atlixed,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
this  thirteenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousunil  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-oue,  aud  uf  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-fifth. 

[seal,]  Isaac  TofCEV, 

Secrelari)  of  the  -Vary. 


Navy  Depart.mknt,  Bureau  of  Construction,  etc., 

Xoremhrr  30.  1860. 

.Sot:  The  enclosed  roi|uisition8  have  Ueeu  received  from  the  dag-oflieer  of  the 
Home  Si|uadron.  wliiih  ho  rei|uest.s  may  be  forwarded  by  the  storeship  Supplj/, 
expecteil  to  reach  tlio  y-irii  nuder  your  toiuiu.tud  by  tlie  lOtli  or  l,"itli  Ueceuiher. 

The  arlirles  calleil  fivr  being  very  numerous,  aud  probably  more  than  you  can  sup- 
ply, you  will  |dea.se  seinl  such  of  them  iw  you  may  have,  or  such  portions  of  them  aa 
in  3-our  opinion  will  best  supply  their  jireseut  wants,  and  which  the  storeship  can 
accommodate. 

With  regard  to  the  re<|uisition  for  the  .^'nhine,  as  she  will  sofin  complot*  her  cruise 
you  will  send  the  least  ifuantity  that  can   be  made  to  answer.     If  copies  of  these 
reiiuisitions  have  been  forwarded  to  you,  ]iloaee  return  the  enclosed  to  the  Bureau. 
I  uni,  respectfully,  your  cdjcdieut  servant, 

John  Lenthai-i,, 

Chin/  of  liurcaa. 
Commoilore  .Iami:.s  Armstrong, 

CommamlanI  yai'y  Yard,  fVarrinyton,  Fla. 

1  certify  the  foregoing  to  bo  a  true  copy. 

JOIIN   A.MHI.KU, 

GAm/  CJ«rt 


Commandamt's  Office,  Pknsacola  Navy  Yard, 

ff'arringloH,  Fla.,  December  15,  ISGO, 
8lR!  I  hfive  the  honor  to  aekuowlcdgo  the  receipt,  by  t<>legniph,  tliis  diiy,  of  yoiir 
order  of  the  13th  iiiHtaut,  iu  iicoordiiuco  with  which  1  wilt  dispatch  the  storeHhip 
Supply  to  return  to  Vera  Cruz  ii.s  hoou  its  the  storeH  and  coal  reiiuired  for  the  squad- 
ron (that  can  bt<  furnished  here)  cau  possibly  be  put  oq  board,  I  Ix'g  leave  to  .-^tat*-, 
however,  thut  iu  my  ,judement  the  condition  of  tue  suils  on  board  the  Supplii  U  such 
that  the  Kufety  of  the  Kuip  would  be  endjingered  by  the  uho  of  them,  and  I  have 
therefore  deemed  it  proper  to  order  several  sails  which  have  been  left  hero  by  various 
ve-«.sels  from  time  to  time,  and  which  with  slight  alterations  can  be  ma4o  to  auxwer, 
to  be  (irepared  and  furnished  to  the  Suppli/.  The  work  can  be  accomplished  by  the 
till  e  the  ship  will  be  in  other  respcct-s  reiuly  to  sail. 

Trusting  that  my  eoiirse  will  bo  approved  by  the  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  verj"  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  Jamss  Ahmstrong, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toocbv, 

Secretary  of  lAe  -Vorj/,  Wathingtoti,  D.  C. 


Navy  Df.partment,  BtntEAC  of  C0K8TBU<?no>r,  etc., 

December  Xii,  1860. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th,  the  Wyandotte  will  be  dockeil  if  you  think 
it  neoeasory,  delaying  the  vessel  as  little  as  possible. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commoduje  Jambs  Armstrong, 

Commandanf  Sary  Yard,  Warrington,  Fla, 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy. 


John  Lenthaix, 

C\itf  of  liureaH. 


John  Ambler, 

Chief  Clerk. 


Navt  DepaBTMEST,  .lanuary  17,  ISGl. 
Sir:  The  navy  yard  at  Warrington,  near  T'ensacola,  having  been  surrendered  by 
you  to  nn  armed  force  under  the  authority  of  Kloriila,  you  w  i  1 1  consider  youmelf  as 
detached  from  the  coiumaud  of  that  yaril  from  the  l^th  instant,  the  ilatvof  such  sur- 
render, and  us  waiting  orders.  Of  course  all  the  work  at  the  yard  will  be  c>msidere<l 
aa  ■nBpende4l  from  that  date. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.   TOUCKY, 

Commodore  Jamks  Armstrong,  U.  S.  Xavy, 

Warrington,  Fla, 


OPERATIONS   IN   THE    GULF   OF   MEXICO, 

!■  WASHrxoTON,  D.  C,  JaHuarn  S6,  isai. 

^^  Sm:  naving  moilo  my  report  tn  the  Dfiiiiitment  on  the  laptnro  of  tbii  navy  yiiitl 
iit  IViisarol.i,  l.it<'  uiiilcr  my  ■iiminaiiil,  I  uuw  luivi'  to  r<>i|iiist  that  a  roiirt  of  oiiquiry 
may  be  iiiNtitiiti'il  to  «n(|Uirn  iuto  all  tbu  fai't^  and  t'irciiiii.stani-e!*  of  xaiil  c'a]>ture, 

tiriih  tbc  opinion  of  the  loart.  > 

I  anj,  very  ruspectfully,  hir,  your  obmlient  servant, 
.Iamrs  ARMSTnOXG, 
Captain,  I'.  S.  Xavjf. 
Hon.  Isaac  Tovcf.y, 
Seerehirg  of  <*<<  A'orjr. 


CilAnLESTOWN,  Mass.,  February  4,  IStU. 
Sin:  I  have  Iho  honor  to  oncloso  herewith  the  treaty  of  capitnhilion  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Warrinjjton,  Kla.     You  will  penoive  by  the  terms  tli.it  no  parole  wan  re<|uireu 

iuf  thoHe  leaving  the  plnie  for  their  IiomeH,  bnt  those  only  who  romaine<I  liohind. 
I  oiu,  very  ruspeetfuliy.  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Isaac  Torci'.Y, 

Secretari)  of  the  Jfary,  iraikinytoH,  J).  C, 


JaMKS  AltMSTRONG, 

Captain,  V.  S.  .Vary. 


[Enrlusiira.] 

This  in  to  certify  that  Commodore  James  Armstrong,  of  the  U.  8.  Navy,  surrenderM 
the  eommand  and  relin(|iiished  the  possossiou  of  the  navy  yar<l  at  Warrinjfton,  I'la., 
on  tbu  ll'th  day  of  Jannarv,  iMtSl,  under  tho  followiuK  <  iiiiimNtanieM,  un<l  upon  the 
follow  inj'  termx  uf  i  a|iitiilation,  to  wit:  A  t'onuniHsion  under  authority  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  Florida,  ncrompauierl  by  an  armed  force  very  inuili  superior  in  numbers  and 
eipiiiuuentM  to  that  under  bis  comuian<l,  Iho  latter  not  being  Kutlieieut  to  enable  him 
to  defeuil  the  place,  demanded  its  immediate  surremler  with  all  the  |i|iblic  property 
therein;  whi<'h  demand  was  a<'<'e<led  to  with  tlio  itiiderHtanding  that  be,  the  >'om- 
uiandaut,  and  all  the  oDicers  and  other  citizens  of  the  I'nited  States  attacbod  to  the 
station  who  desire  to  remove  tlierefroiu  kIiuII  be  freely  permitted  to  do  so,  and  to 
remove  their  families  ami  all  their  private  proiicrty  at  any  time,  or  to  remain  on 
parole  of  honor. 

In  wiloesg  whereof  wo,  the  commissioners  and  the  commandant  altox'o  referred  to, 
^haye  herunnto  set  our  hands  this  I2lb  day  of  .lanuary,  DMU. 

V.  M.  RANtKii.rn,  Captain,  Saty  Tard, 
KiciiARi)  L.  Campbell, 

Comminiiiontn, 
Jas.  Armstrong, 

CapIMn,  U.  S.  Xavy. 


Navy  Department,  I'ebr>iary  16,  ISGl. 
Srn:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  1  have  to  inform  yon  that  theresig- 
fnation  of  Commaniler  Karraud  was  tendereil  not  "by  telegraph."  but  by  a  letter 
dat4.<d  .lanuary  13,  which  wan  received,  and  the  reNignatioii  .toccpted  .Faiiiiary  21,  1861. 
The  resignation  of  Lieutenant  Keiishaw  was  tendered  in  like  nianiiec  bvletter.  dated 
January  10,  and  wn-s  received  and  accepted  .lanuary  22,  1861.  The  Iiepartment  has 
not  l>eeu  informed  that  their  testimony  is  necessary  before  the  court  of  euijuiry,  and 

Iit  has  no  power  to  compel  the  att«nilaneo  of  a  private  citizen  as  a  witue«s. 
I  am,  resjioctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
I.   TOUCKY, 
[Stcretary  of  (*«  SatyJ] 
Commodore  James  ArmstROJJh,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Waxhinglon,  D.  C. 
CaptEiin  Armstrong  here  itifornicd  tlip  court  that  lio  had  no  further 
evitU'tict'  tliat  he,  (h'siretl  to  offer,  .and  asked  the  iii<lnlgeiic3  of  the  court 
until  to  morrow  mmiiiiig  at  12  o'ch)ck  to  prepare  his  remarks  explana 
tory  of  the  cviih'in*-,  vvliirli  wan  granted. 
The  court  thi'reiipou,  at  12:.'i()  ti'clock  |i.  ni.,  atljourned,  to  meet  again 
i-morrow,  the  I'Jth  instaut,  at  12  o'clock  m. 
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Washington  City,  February  19^  18C1—13  m. 

Court  met  pursuant  to  luljouniincnt.  I'losent,  all  th<>  members; 
William  15.  B.  Cross,  ju(lge-a<lvo<!ate;  C'aptiiin  James  Armstrrmg  alpo 
present. 

The  reconi  of  yesterday's  ])rocee(linga  was  then  read  over. 

Capfciin  James  Armstrong  then  submitted  to  the  court  his  explana- 
tory statement,  in  writing,  which  was  rea<l  by  his  counsel,  P.  Phillips, 
esq.     It  Is  appended  to  tiiis  record,  maiked  C. 

The  conrt  was  then  closed  for  deliberation,  and  it  proceeded  to  a 
careful  CAinsideration  of  the  testimony  adduced,  and  was  engaged 
thereon  until  1 -:  .SO  o'clock  p.m..  when  it  adjonrneil,  to  meet  to-morrow, 
Tuesday,  February  20,  l.SCl,  at  0  o'clock  a.  m. 


WAsniNOTON  City,  Fehruary  30,  1801 — 9  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pre.«ient,  all  tlie  members; 
William  B.  IJ.  Cross,  judgeadvocate. 

The  court  closed  for  deliberation,  and  having  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  testimojiy  and  evidence,  determined  as  follows: 

The  conrt  having  enquired  fully  into  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  surrender  by  Captain  .lames  Armstrong,  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
12th  of  January,  1.S<}1,  of  his  command  and  the  pub]i<'  projierty  under 
his  charge  at  the  navy  yard  near  Peusacola,  Fla.,  report  herewith  to  the 
Navy  Department  the  foregoing  record  of  the  testimony  and  evidence; 
and  they  further  rejmrt  the  following  as  the  material  facts  they  deem 
to  be  established: 

That  Captain  James  Armstrong  on  the  9th  of  January,  18G1,  being 
in  command  of  the  U.  8.  navy  yard  near  Peusacola,  Fla.,  received  an 
order  from  the  Navy  Dei)arlment  directing  him  tt»  be  vigilant  to  pro- 
tect the  public  property  and  to  <()operate  with  the  commanding  ofHcer 
at  Fort  Barrancas,  Lieutenant  Slemmer,  V .  S.  xVrniy;  that  at  the  date 
of  the  receipt  of  this  order  Captain  Armstrnng  had  under  his  connnand 
the  following  force:  Thirty-eight  marines,  ."SO  men  in  ordinary,  the 
steamer  Wi/andotte,  carrying  four  .''2  jiounders  and  two  Dahlgreu  how- 
itzers, with  72  men  as  crew,  and  the  storeship  Sujipli/,  carrying  two 
32-pounders  and  a  crew  of  3(>  men;  that  there  was  alsf>  in  the  yard  a 
saluting  battery  of  twenty-two  l.S-i>ounders  and  eight  .32-pounders,  two 
8inch  guns,  and  a  howitzer;  that  all  the.se  guns  in  the  yard  were  dis- 
mounted except  the  saluting  battery,  and  tlie  howitzer  was  without 
elevating  screw  or  ammunition;  that  the  saluting  battery  was  station- 
ary near  the  north  gate;  that  its  carriages  were  rotten  and  unlit  for 
use,  but  the  guns  themselves  were  serviceable  and  could  have  been 
ma<le  efficient  had  due  preparation  been  made  for  the  defense  of  the 
yard;  that  on  the  0th  January,  1.S61.  and  prior  thereto.  Captain  Arm- 
strong and  Lieutenants  Slemmer  and  Cilman  had  interviews  in  regard 
to  cooperating;  that  they  agreed  that  Fort  Pickens  was  the  only  point 
on  the  harbor  that  could  be  defended  by  the  unite«l  tbrces  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  then  there;  tliatCajitain  Arm.'^trong  agreed  to  give  Lieutenant 
Slemmer  aid  in  stores,  men,  and  transportation  over  to  Fort  Pickens, 
and  that  the  Wi/andotte  ami  Suppli/  i^howM  anchor  near  Fort  i'ickens  to 
aid  in  its  protection.  And  the  court  further  find  that  on  the  lOth  of 
January,  IXOl,  ( 'aptain  Armstrong  transjiorted  the  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Slemmer,  con.sisting  of  forty  eight  men,  IVom  Fort  Barrancas  to  Fort 
Pickens,  together  with  their  garrison  efifecta  and  some  lieldpieces  aud 
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22,(M»0  pounds  of  powder,  and  on  the  lltb  of  January  sent  from  tbe 
yard  thirty  ordinary  men  t<>  aid  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Pickens,  and 
a  lot  of  stores.  The  court  also  find  that  for  many  days  prior  to  tlie 
l;ith  ii'liablo  rumors  had  prevailed  at  the  yard  and  in  its  vicinity  that 
State  troops  were  comiujr  to  attack  tlie  yard ;  that  no  precautious  of  any 
character  were  taken  liy  <  'a|)tain  Armstrou},'-  looking  to  a  defense  of  the 
yard,  excejit  to  increase  the  yuaKi  at  one  of  the  gates;  tliatoii  the  morn- 
ing of  the  IL'thof  January,  lSi;i,a  force  came  against  the  yard, consisting 
of  seven  companies — live  from  Alatiamaand  two  from  Florida — making 
in  all  about  3")(»  men,  well  armed  but  without  artillery ;  that  the  surrender 
of  the  yard  was  then  demandeil  by  |>ersons  styling  themselves  commis- 
sioueraof  the  State  of  Florida,  and  that  soon  thereafter,  at  1 :  .iO  o'clock 
p.m., Captain  Armstrong,  witUoiit  ofl'ering  any  resistance,  surrendered 
the  yard  and  public  property  thereat  and  alt  his  command  except  the  two 
vessels  the  Wyandotte  ami  Sujiply  and  their  crews  and  the  thirty  men  ia 
ordinary  sent  to  Fort  Pickens;  tliat  at  the  time  of  such  surrender  by 
Captain  Armstrong  the  Siippli/  was  at  Fort  l^ickens,  within  signal  dis- 
tance, and  the  \Vi/(iii<l<ittf  near  the  wharf  in  the  yard,  steam  up,  and 
that,  although  there  were  other  approaches  to  the  yard,  the  road  by 
which  the  Htate  troojis  came,  as  also  the  yard  gate  by  which  they  en- 
tered, could  be  couimanded  by  the  guns  of  these  vessels,  properly  star 
tioned  in  tlie  bay. 

The  court  also,  in  respect  of  the  propriety  of  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Armstrong  in  the  matter  of  this  eu<iuiry,  reiioit  as  tlieir  o[iinion  that 
Coinmotlore  Armstrong  was  culpable  in  not  taking  any  precautionary 
measures  tor  tiie  defense  of  his  post  and  the  public  property  thereat. 
They  also  think  he  had  such  a  force  under  his  command  as  should  have 
iudu(*eda  resistai.ce  on  his  part  against  the  forces  brought  against  him 
on  the  lUth  of  January.  They  are  further  of  opinion,  too,  that  having 
determined  not  to  defeod  the  yard,  there  was  no  reason  why  he  should 
not  have  carried  his  men,  with  such  public  property  as  he  could  remove, 
to  Fort  Pickens,  and  what  he  couhl  not  remove  have  destroyed. 

Geo,  W.  Stokku, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Xary,  President  of  the  Court. 

Wm.  B.  U.Ckoss, 

Judge- Advocate. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  them,  the  court  acyourned 
Huiv  die, 

Geo.  W.  Storeb, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Nacy,  President  of  the  Court, 
Wm.  B.  B.' Cross, 

Judge- Advocate. 


O. 


Captain  Armttrong'i  explanatory  ttatement. 

Mr.  President  and  (rentlemen  of  the  Court: 

I  took  the  command  of  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola  on  the  30th 
October,  1860,  lieiug  the  first  duty  of  the  kind  assigned  me  during  my 
long  service  in  tbe  Navy.  I  was  a  stranger  to  all  the  otlicers  I  found 
there,  and  uiifainiliar  with  the  details  of  the  [larticular  service.  On 
the  12th  January,  18)il,  I  surrendered  the  yard  t-o commissioners  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Florida,  supported  by  a  large  body 
of  Alabama  and  Florida  troops. 
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A  circumstance  so  painful  and  unusual,  whether  considered  in  refer- 
ence to  my  own  honor  or  to  the  interests  of  the  public  service,  demanded, 
iu  my  opinion,  an  authoritative  investigation,  and  on  my  application 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  tliis  court  has  been  organized  to  report 
the  facts,  together  with  their  opinion  thereon. 

This  enquiry  has  been  made.  All  the  oilicers  in  anywise  connected 
with  the  yard,  and  within  reach,  have  been  examined  by  the  Govern- 
uieut.  The  investigation  has  extended  over  a  period  of  nine  days. 
The  minutest  facts  have  been  stated,  and  all  the  conversations  con- 
nected therewith;  and  now,  in  the  presence  of  all  this  evidence,  I  feel 
warranted  in  sajiiig  that  no  act  or  exiiressiou  of  mine,  nay,  more, 
no  inference  from  such  act  or  expression,  is  to  be  found  in  the  volumi- 
nous record  of  this  case  which  is  in  the  least  inconsistent  with  my 
good  faith  and  fidelity  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post. 

Shortly  after  my  arrival  at  the  yard  1  found  that  the  Government 
had  neglected  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  employes,  and  this 
continued  to  be  the  case  up  to  the  time  of  the  surrender.  I  wrote  and 
telegraphed  the  Department  on  the  subject,  but  never  received  an 
answer.  The  excitement  produced  by  tliia  cause  outside  of  the  yard 
found  vent  in  }mblic  meetings  and  strong  resolutions.  This  was  addi- 
tional fuel  cast  upon  the  lire  of  political  discontent  existing  in  the 
locality  of  the  yard.  Believing  it  proper  to  do  what  I  could  to  remedy 
this  evil,  on  the  10th  of  January  I  directed  Paymaster  Warrington  to 
furnish  ''such  articles  of  provisions  on  hand  sufticient  to  supply  the 
immediate  necessities  of  sucli  of  the  employf^'s  of  the  navy  yard  as  were 
suBering  for  the  want  of  food  in  consequence  of  the  failure  to  receive 
pay  for  their  services  diuing  more  than  two  months  past." 

The  disturbance  which  immediately  preceded  and  followed  the  seces- 
sion of  South  Carolina  on  the  i!Oth  December,  1800,  is  well  known. 
The  States  of  Alabama  and  Florida  most  deeply  sympathized  in  the 
movement,  and  this  was  also  well  understood;  yet  during  the  whole 
of  this  perilous  period  I  was  left  without  any  instructions  but  such  as 
are  contained  in  the  very  brief  letter  of  the  3d  of  January,  1801,  received 
by  me  on  the  9th  of  the  same  mouth,  as  follows : 

Be  vigilant  to  ^>rot«ct  the  pnblic  property.  The  cominandiiig  officer  at  Fort  Bar- 
rauioH  haa  beeu  lUBtructed  to  consult  with  you,  and  you  vs'ill  cooperate  with  him. 

Thus  exposed  to  this  double  cause  of  excitement,  my  conference  was 
held  with  Lieutenants  Slemmer  and  Gilman  on  the  morning  of  the  Otb 
January,  when  we  concurred  in  the  conclusion  that  Fort  Pickens  was 
the  only  point  which  could  be  defended  against  any  considerable  force. 

Acting  under  these  instructions,  I  immediately  arranged  to  give 
Lieutenant  Slemmer  sncli  aid  as  was  in  my  power.  In  the  evidence  of 
Lieutenant  Irwin  it  is  stated  that  orders  were  given  to  him  as  executive 
ollicer  of  the  Wyandotte  on  the  same  day,  the  9th,  the  same  being 
.extended  to  the  Supply,  to  anchor  off  the  Barrancas  for  the  pui-pose  of 
txansiwrting  the  men  and  provisions  collecte<l  there  to  Fort  Pickens. 
He  states  further  that,  owing  to  an  accident  to  the  machinery  of  the 
]ri/«Hrfo</e,  and  a  dense  fog  during  the  night  of  that  day,  they  did  not 
reach  the  Barrancas  until  early  the  next  morning,  when  the  duty 
assigned  them  was  then  performed,  with  the  assistance  of  a  lighter 
from  the  yard  and  two  other  boats,  also  Irom  the  yard,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sailing  Master  Pearson,  who  transported  22,000  pounds  of 
I)owder  to  Fort  Pickens;  that  on  the  11th  they  were  engaged  in  trans- 
porting firewood,  etc.,  from  the  Barrancas,  and  also  provisions,  which 
were  lauded  early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  and  that  daring  this 
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service  he  also  carried  over  from  the  yard  30  of  the  ordinary  men,  30 
muskets,  a  quantity  of  caps,  and  4,(>00  nirtridges  to  aid  in  the  defense 
of  the  fort.  The  fonual  orders*  on  this  subject  to  Comniiinder  Walke 
and  Lieutenant  Berryman  are  spread  upon  the  record. 

That  I  was  anxious  to  supply  Lieutenant  Sleninier  with  all  the  aid  in 
my  power  is  shown  by  the  evidence  of  Lieutenant  Oilman,  in  which  it 
is  said  that  in  the  interview  referred  to  1  promised  as  many  good  men 
as  could  be  spared,  and  mentioned  fifty,  when  Commander  Farrand 
said  there  could  not  be  foun<l  more  than  thirty  good,  active  young  men ; 
and  lie  adds,  "During  the  discussion  the  commodore  seemed  anxious 
to  furnish  as  much  assistance  as  possible." 

From  the  9th  to  the  time  of  the  surren<ler  the  Wyandotte  and  Supply 
were  in  the  service  of  Fort  Pickens  and  cooperating  with  the  com- 
mander of  that  post.  The  force  left  in  the  yard  consisted,  as  stated 
by  the  witnesses,  of  thirty-eight  marines  all  told,  and  about  thirty 
ordinai-y  men.  There  were  no  guns  mounted  save  those  of  the  saluting 
battery,  which,  as  shown  by  the  gunner,  could  not  have  been  used  to 
repel  an  attack.  The  yard  itself,  as  is  w  ell  known  to  the  court,  is  not  a 
fortified  position,  but  depends  alone  upon  the  forts  which  command  the 
enti-ance  to  the  bay. 

The  force  to  which  the  yard  surrendered  consisted  of  uniforme<l  com 
panics,  one  of  them  cavalry,  and  all  well  arnieil  with  rilled  muskets 
and  revolvers.  The  number  has  been  variously  estiniated,  the  highest 
estimate  being  that  of  Paymaster  Warrington,  who  states  it  as  from 
700  to  800,  and  the  lowest  places  it  at  3()0.  Some  of  this  discrepancy 
may  be  attributed  to  the  fiM;t  that  while  certain  witnesses  speak  of  the 
whole  force,  including  those  sent  to  the  magazine,  others  confine  them- 
selves to  the  number  who  entered  the  yard  at  the  time  of  the  suiTcn- 
der.  Captain  Watson,  of  the  marines,  who  had  good  opportunity  for 
judging,  says  300  were  quartered  in  the  barracks,  one  company  in  the 
assistant  surgeon's  house,  and  three  or  four  comi>anies,  including  one 
company  of  horse  and  one  of  artillery,  went  to  the  Barrancas,  making 
in  all  650.  Averaging  the  several  statements,  and  allowing  for  the 
company  stated  by  Mr.  Porter  to  have  been  sent  to  the  magazine,  it 
would  give  upward  of  500. 

I  had  proposed  to  Commander  Farrand  toai'm  the  ordinary  men,  but 
he  objected  on  the  ground  that  there  were  no  cartridge  boxes,  and  that 
if  they  were  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition,  from  their  dissolute 
character  they  would  bo  more  dangerous  to  those  inside  of  the  yard 
than  the  persons  without.  The  disatfection  existing  among  the  men  is 
painted  in  strong  colors  by  the  witnesses,  several  of  them  stating  they 
were  satisfied  I  could  not  have  obtained  the  assistance  of  one  of  the 
employes  in  defending  the  yard. 

There  is  only  one  witness  who  says  that  any  information  was  com- 
municated to  lue  in  reference  to  any  im|)ending  danger,  and,  without 
intending  to  raise  any  issue  of  veracity  with  Mr.  Abert,  I  can  only  say 
I  have  no  remembrance  whatever  of  the  conversation  alleged  by  him 
to  have  been  held  with  me  on  the  night  of  the  11th  January,  and  that  1 
do  not  believe  any  such  took  place.  Be  this  as  it  may,  his  communica- 
tion was  confined  to  the  expected  arrival  of  troops  that  night  at  Pensa- 
cola.  He  says  that  what  he  heard  made  an  impression  on  his  mind 
that  the  yard  would  be  attacked  the  next  day,  but  that  this  imjiression 
was  not  communicated  to  me. 

1  can  truly  say  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  record  to  contradict  it; 
that  I  did  not  know,  and  had  no  reason  to  believe,  that  the  yard  would 


be  attacked  prior  to  the  day  on  which  the  atirrender  was  made.  I 
kuew  that  outside  of  the  yard  was  a  hungry  mob  and  much  political 
excitemeut,  bat  of  the  intention  of  marcliing  upon  the  yard  with  a  mil- 
itary force  I  was  wholly  ignorant.  Uumors  were  abundant,  but  so 
contradictory  1  knew  not  what  to  believe.  The  condition  of  things  was 
80  anomalous  experience  shed  no  light  upon  the  judgment.  To  add  to 
my  embarriissments  I  was  surrounded  by  oflicers  who  were  strangers 
to  nie.  To  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant  Blemmer  that  my  officers  were 
batlly  aff'ected  toward  the  Oovemment  I  replied  1  thought  he  was  mis- 
taken. I  hail  seen  nothing  in  their  conduct  to  warrant  an  opposite 
concla.sion.  How  far  the  evidence  now  given  may  show  that  in  this  I 
was  deceived  I  leave  the  court  to  con.8ider.  It  is  too  painful  a  subject 
for  me  to  comment  upon. 

It  was  under  such  circumstances  that  about  1  o'clock  on  Saturday, 
the  12th  January,  I  was  informed  by  a  messenger  that  some  gentlemen 
desired  to  see  nie  at  my  offiie.  There  I  was  introducetl  by  Commander 
Farrand  to  Mr.  Campbell  and  Captain  Randolph,  who  informed  me  that 
they  had  come  with  a  large  force  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Florida 
to  demand  an  immediate  and  unconditional  surrender  of  the  yard,  with 
orders  if  they  were  refused  to  take  the  same  by  force  of  arms,  and  that 
they  had  already  taken  possession  of  the  magazine.  The  statement 
was  that  the  force  at  the  gate  consisted  of  a  full  regiment  of  men,  well 
armed,  and  this  was  corroborated  by  Mr.  Farraud.  I  thus  found  myself 
a  prisoner  before  I  knew  I  should  be  attacked.  The  issue  thus  sud- 
denly presented  to  me  was  a  bloody  and  bootless  resistance  or  a  sur- 
render, and  I  accepted  the  latter  alternative  under  a  written  stipulation 
that  all  who  were  attached  to  the  station  should  be  permitted  to  remove 
with  their  families  and  property  at  any  time. 

In  judging  of  this  transaction  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  was 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  ourcouutry  that  ho.stilitytothe  Govern- 
ment ever  appeared  in  armed  fore*,  organized  under  State  authority 
and  acting  under  the  forms  of  law.  Nor  can  we  ignore  the  fact  that 
from  the  commencement  of  these  difficulties  the  President's  messages 
and  the  whole  tone  of  public  opinion  as  expressed  through  the  various 
channels  of  communication  spoke  but  one  voice — that  civil  war  should 
be  avoided  at  all  cost,  and  that  the  spilling  of  blood  in  such  a  strife 
would  obliterate  forever  all  hope  of  restoring  the  Government  to  its 
integrity. 

Independently,  therefore,  of  the  disparity  of  force,  and  however 
willing  I  may  have  been  under  ordinary  circamstancea  to  sacrifice  my 
own  life  and  that  of  my  small  band  in  vindication  of  the  honor  of  the 
flag,  the  jwlicy  of  the  Government,  as  I  understood  it,  in  treating  this 
peculiar  condition  of  afl'airs  lent  its  strong  influence  in  bringing  me  to 
the  conclusion  I  adopted.  To  condenm  this  act  of  mine  would  be  to 
reprobate  the  whole  course  of  the  Government  from  the  commencement 
of  these  troubles  to  the  present  time.  There  stands  Fort  Pickens 
to  day  in  the  condition  in  which  I  left  it;  the  secessionists  hold  the 
other  forts  and  yard  by  military  powerj  a  fleet  of  Government  vessels 
are  outside  of  the  bay,  but  they  do  not  go  in,  says  Lieutenant  Gilman, 
because  of  an  armistice  between  the  Government  and  the  State 
authorities. 

It  is  true  I  might  have  adopted  the  suggestion  made  by  Lieutenant 
Erben  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  to  desteoy  the  ammunition,  but  in 
doing  this  I  would  have  acted  on  mere  apprehension  of  an  attack  by  a 
resistless  force.    There  were  then  uo  troops  in  the  vicinity.    It  was 
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only  expected  they  would  arrive  tbat  night  at  Pensacola.  What,  if  I 
had  destroyed  my  ammuuitiou  and  the  troops  bad  not  arrived  aud  no 
attack  [been]  made,  would  have  been  my  ctmditiont 

My  iustructions  were  "  to  protect  the  public  property,"  and  if,  under 
the  circumstances  last  supposed,  I  had  de8troyo<l  it  I  should  have 
found  great  difficulty  in  attempting  to  sustain  my  action  by  alleging 
mere  rumors,  which  the  result  showed  were  baseless. 

So  it  may  bo  said  that  1  could  have  removed  the  public  property,  and 
this  certaiuly  could  have  been  doue  if  timely  notice  and  the  necessary 
means  had  been  possessed;  but,  as  before  stated,  I  hml  no  reason  to 
believe  that  any  such  attack  would  be  made  in  time  to  effect  such 
removal,  and  from  the  9th  to  the  period  of  surrender  the  Wyandolte 
and  Supply  were  in  the  8er\ice  of  Fort  Pickens,  and  were  there  when 
the  surrender  was  made.  I  could  not  believe  that  a  surrender  of  the 
yard  would  be  demanded  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Florida,  at  least 
until  that  State  had  thrown  oflf  its  allegiance,  and  this  was  not  done 
until  the  10th  of  Jauuary,  the  news  of  which  only  reached  Pensacola 
on  the  evening  of  the  11th. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  WyafidoUe  came  in  to  ])rocure  her 
smokestack,  when  it  was  aacertaiued  that  she  required  other  necessary 
repairs.  For  this  imri)Ose,  under  orders  from  the  proper  Department, 
she  was  hauled  out  aud  the  repairs  made.  She  was  got  out  of  the  dock 
on  Tuesday,  the  8th  of  January,  took  in  her  powder  on  the  flth,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  close  of  my  command  was  cooperating  with  the 
fort. 

The  Supply-was  sent  in  for  provisions  and  coal,  under  special  instruc- 
tions that  she  was  not  to  be  detained  but  sent  directly  back.  Hence 
in  my  letter  to  Lieutenant  Sleuuner  under  date  of  the  Uth  January  I 
state: 

The  U.  8.  fltoreahip  Supplt/  was  sent  to  Fort  Pickena  by  my  order  merely  to  convey 
the  provisions  you  required  and  then  to  return  to  the  navy  yard.  The  Sitppty  is  not 
a  vessel  of  war,  aud  having  been  sent  to  this  station  for  the  Hi>eciiil  servictt  of  con- 
veyiog  stores  and  cual  t-o  Vera  Cniz  for  the  vessels  of  the  Home  Stiuadrou  stationed 
there,  it  is  my  duty  to  dispatch  her  to  tbat  port  at  the  earliest  iiiouit^nt  practicable, 
in  conformity  with  th»  ordt<ra  I  have  received  from  the  Navy  iJeimrtment,  from 
which  ordorH  I  can  not  deviate  further.  The  steamer  Ji'i/andotU  may  be  rutaiuod  for 
the  purpose  of  cooperatiu);  with  you  until  further  orders. 

Ou  the  12th  January  I  wrote  to  Lieutenant  Berryman: 

You  will  continue  to  cooperate  with  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Pickens,  hnt 
should  au  attack  be  mado  you  will  not  tire  a  gun  unless  itmay  be  actually  necessary 
in  dufyuse  nf  the  vessel  under  your  command.  In  the  event  of  the  capture  of  the 
fort  you  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  station  to  which  you  have  been  ordered 
by  the  Kavy  Department.  It  is  reported  this  navy  yard  is  surrounded  by  armed 
men. 

This  letter  was  written  by  my  secretary,  and  signed  by  me  when  in  a 
disturbed  state  of  mind.  I  find  that  it  may  bear  a  construction  not 
intended  by  me,  and  be  made  inconsistent  with  itself;  for  after  order- 
ing that  the  Wyandotte  should  cooperate  with  the  commander  at  Fort 
Pickens,  Lieutenant  Berryman  is  dirccte<l  not  to  lire  a  gun  unless  in 
the  defense  of  the  vessel  under  his  command.  It  is  clear  that  if  the 
fort  was  attjicked  and  the  Wyandotte  did  not  assist  in  the  defense  she 
would  not  cooperate  as  she  was  directed  to  do.  She  was  by  my  order 
attached  to  the  service  of  the  fort,  and  was  x>art  and  parcel  thereof 
while  she  so  remained.  What  I  intendetl  by  the  remark  "unless 
actually  necessary  in  the  defense  of  the  vessel  under  your  command" 
was  not  to  draw  a  distinction  between  tiring  on  the  fort  and  liring  on 
the  vessel,  for  this  I  regarded  as  one  and  the  same  thing;  but  that  the 
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first  shot  should  not  come  from  the  Wyandotte.  In  other  words,  I 
desired  that  if  civil  war  was  inaugurated  it  should  not  be  said  tliat  it 
was  commenced  by  uiy  oidera. 

This,  however,  I  do  not  regard  as  involved  in  the  enquiry  which  this 
court  has  been  directed  to  consider,  to  wit,  the  surrender  of  my  com- 
mand and  the  public  property  under  my  charge.  It  has  no  bearing,  it 
seems  to  me,  upon  the  question  whether  that  surrender  under  the  cir- 
cumstances was  proper  or  imi)roper. 

But  a  few  observations  more.  I  have  already  stated  that  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  such  conversation  was  hiul  with  me  as  stated  by  Mr, 
Abert.  In  one  other  particular  there  is  a  mistake  in  the  evidence  of 
Captain  Watson  whou  he  speaks  of  my  delivering  the  keys  of  the 
magazine  to  the  coiiimissiouer  of  the  State  of  Florida  at  an  interview 
subsequent  to  the  surrender.  I  do  not  know  that  this  is  material,  but 
the  truth  is  that  the  keys  were  delivered  by  mo  at  the  time  the  surren- 
der took  place,  and  when  this  was  done  Captain  Watson  was  not 
present.    He  is,  therefore,  in  this  clearly  mistaken. 

Among  the  papers  sent  by  me  to  the  Department  accompanie<l  with 
my  report  was  the  pass  or  safe  conduct  sent  to  me  by  Captain  Kandolph, 
in  which  it  is  recited  that  I  had  given  my  parole  not  to  bear  arms 
against  the  State  of  Florida.  This  paper  was  banded  to  me  as  a  pass- 
port when  on  the  steamboat  on  the  eve  of  depaiture  Irom  Peusacola, 
and  was  not  read  by  me  untU  some  time  on  my  journey.  The  statement 
thus  recited  is  not  true  in  point  of  fact.  The  terms  of  capitulation 
speak  for  themselves;  all  persons  who  desired  were  to  be  allowed  to 
remove  with  their  families  or  property  or  to  remain  on  their  parole  of 
honor. 

In  conclusion  I  may  say  that  it  is  more  than  I  have  a  right  to  expect 
that  no  errors  of  judgment  on  my  part  should  be  found  while  passing 
through  the  troubled  scenes  of  this  extraordinary  event;  but  I  feel  safe 
in  the  consciousness  that  I  have  discharged  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  with  an  eye  single  to  what  I  believed  was  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  During  my  long  career  as  an  oflBcer  I  have  never  been  visited 
with  the  slightest  mark  of  disapprobation  on  the  part  of  my  Govern- 
ment. To  ctiurts  I  am  entirely  a  stranger.  By  always  promptly  dis- 
charging my  duty  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  learn  the  means  by 
which  its  neglect  might  be  excused.  I  can,  then,  with  entire  confidence 
leave  my  honor  to  this  tribunal,  comi)Osed  of  oQlcers  who  are  my  {veera, 
expressing  to  them  my  unfeigned  thanks  for  their  patient  attention, 
and  to  the  judge-advocate  for  the  courtesy  and  civudor  which  have 
characterized  his  conduct  in  this  investigation. 

Jas.  Abmsteono, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Navax,  Genebax,  )  Uavy  Department, 

Obdee.  I  April  24,  1861. 

At  a  naval  general  court-martial  convened  in  the  city  of  Washington 
on  the  12th  day  of  March,  18<)1,  Captain  James  Armstrong,  of  the  Navy, 
was  tried  on  the  following  charges  and  specifications,  preferred  agaiuat 
him  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Charge  1:  Neglect  of  duty. 

SpecificatioH  1. — In  thiH,  thut  the  said  Captain  Jumes  Armstrong,  bein^;  on  the  12th 
day  of  .lauiiury,  1861,  iu  cuinuiand  of  tbe  IT.  S.  navy  yard  at  AVarriugtoii,  Statu  of 
Floridii,  ami  a  uavai  force  tbereiit  adeqaato  to  tlie  defense  of  8iii<i  yard,  did  tlieu  and 
tliero,  ou  tlie  demand  of  coiuiuiuaiouen  of  the  State  of  Florida,  supported  by  a  mill- 


iary  force  IVom  tlio  States  of  Alubama  and  Floridii,  snrronder  to  them  witLont  resist- 
<uico  Buid  yard,  the  pnblio  property  thereat,  and  a  portion  nf  the  force  under  hia 
coininuiid. 

SpcciJicittioH  i. — In  this,  that  the  said  Captain  James  Arrngtrong,  being  on  the  7tb 
day  of  January,  or  thereabout,  1861,  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  navy  yard  at  Warring- 
ton, Ktato  of  Fluri<la,  and  the  naval  i'orces  thereat,  and  having  reason  to  appre- 
hend the  approach  of  hostile  force,  did  then  and  there,  and  at  all  tinier  BnbHequeut 
thereto  to  the  13th  day  of  January,  inclusive,  1861,  fail  to  take  the  ordinary  and 
proper  menanreB  for  tlie  defeuse  of  said  yard  and  the  public  property  thereat. 

SptdJUxition  3. — In  thiti,  that  the  siiid  Captain  James  Armstrong,  being  oo  the  9tb 
day  of  January,  1861,  in  command  an  set  forth  in  tlie  last  precediug  Kpucilication,  did 
then  and  there,  and  at  all  times  Buli»e<iueiit  thereto  to  tlie  12th  (lay  of  January, 
1861,  neglect  to  remove  to  Fort  I'ickeus  or  other  place  of  safety  the  men  under  his 
command,  and  muuitionH  of  war  and  other  public  property  in  hia  charge,  or  the  latter 
to  destroy,  although  at  the  time  aforesaid  ho  wad  lu  coustiint  expectation  of  the 
approach  of  a  hoMtilo  force  which  he  hetiered  he  could  not,  with  the  forces  under 
"U3  command,  Huccesnfully  resist. 

Chakge  2:  Disobcdiciu'o  of  orders  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer. 

Specification  1. — In  this,  that  the  said  Captain  James  Armstrong,  [being]  on  the 9th 
day  of  January,  1861,  in  command  of  the  IJ.  H.  navy  yard  at  Warrington,  Pia.,  and  the 
naval  forces  thereat,  and  in  charge  of  the  public  jirojierty  attached  thereto  and  in 
receipt  also  at  that  time  of  an  order  tVom  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy,dat<>d  January  3, 
1861,  of  the  tenor  following:  "  Be  vigilant  to  protect  the  jtublic  pro]>erty.  The  com- 
manding olTii'er  at  Fort  Barrancas  has  been  iustruoted  to  consult  with  you.  You  will 
coojierate  with  him,"  did  then  and  there,  and  at  [lUl]  times  subseciucnt  thereto  to  the 
12th  of  January,  1861,  in  violation  of  waid  order,  neglect  to  send  the  marines  and 
other  men  unilor  his  command  to  Fort  Pickens  to  cooperate  in  tlio  defenno  thereof, 
and  to  remove  to  a  place  of  s.ifety  the  public  property  in  hia  charge,  or  to  take  any 
measures  or  to  practice  any  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  said  navy  yard  and  the 
public  property  attached  thereto,  except  to  double  the  gnard  at  one  of  the  gates  of 
Bald  yard, 

Sprcifcation  t. — In  this,  that  the  said  Captain  James  Armstrong,  being  ill  command 
of  the  IT.  S.  navy  yard  at  Warrington,  J^la.,  and  the  naval  fitrce  thereat,  and  under 
instruetiuua  from  the  Secretary  ot  the  Navy  directing  him  to  be  vigilant  to  protect 
the  public  pr  iperty  and  to  cooperate  with  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Barrancas, 
who  wos  Lieutenant  Memmer,  U.  S.  Army,  did  on  the  Kith  day  of  January,  1861, 
then  and  there,  in  accordance  with  an  understanding  previously  had  with  Lieutenant 
Slemmer,  dispatih  the  steamer  KyandoUe  to  aid  hiui,  Lieutenaut  Sluuimer,  in  the 
defense  of  his  post,  Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  to  which  he,  Lieutenant  Slemmer,  had  removed; 
and  thereafter,  to  wit,  on  the  12lh  day  of  Januarv,  1861,  the  said  Captain  Jamas 
Armstrong,  in  violation  of  such  understanding  and  bis  instrnotiona,  issued,  witliont 
the  knowledge  of  Lieutenant  81emmer,  to  Lieutenant  O.  H.  Berryman,  oommaoding 
said  steamer,  an  order  of  tho  following  tenor; 

"  Vou  will  continue  to  cooperate  with  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Pickens,  bat 
shouhl  an  attack  be  made  yoa  will  not  lire  »  gun  unless  it  be  actually  necessary  in 
the  defense  of  tlio  ve«8el  under  yoiir  command.  In  tlie  event  of  the  ciptnre  of  the 
fort  you  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  station  to  which  yon  have  been  ordered  by 
the  Navy  Department.     It  is  reported  that  the  yard  is  siirToiiiided  by  armed  men." 

Upon  these  charges  and  specifications  the  "  lindiug"  of  the  court  is 
iu  tlie  following  terms : 

The  court,  having  maturely  considered  the  whole  case,  with  the  evidence  and  the 
defense  aforesaid,  hnd  as  follows: 

1.  That  the  first  specification  of  the  first  charge  against  the  said  Captain  James 
Armstrong  is  pr»ve<l,  excep^  as  to  the  words  in  said  specification  "  adeqaate  to  a 
defense  of  eairi  yard." 

2.  That  the  second  speoihcation  of  the  first  charge  against  the  said  Captain  James 
ArmstroDg  is  proved. 

3.  That  the  third  specification  of  the  first  charge  is  proved,  except  that  the  accused 
did  remove  or  send  to  Fort  Pictens  thirty  men  (a  part  of  bis  command),  thirty  mus- 
kets, and  some  ammunition  and  a  barge  load  of  provisions. 

And  the  court  thereupon  further  lind  that  the  said  Captain  James  Armstrong  is 
guilty  of  tho  tirat  charge  of  neglect  of  duty. 

And  the  court  doth  further  find  that  the  first  specification  of  the  second  charge 
against  the  accused  is  proved,  except  that  thirty  men  (a  part  of  his  command)  were 
sent  by  the  said  Captain  James  Armstrong  to  cooperate  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Piokens. 

And  they  further  lind — 

2,  That  the  second  specification  of  the  second  charge  is  proved. 

Ajid  thereupon  the  court  find  the  said  Captain  James  Aroiatrong  tobegnilty  of  the 
Moond  charge  of  disobedience  of  orders  and  coudaot  unbecoming  an  offloer. 
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And  the  sentence  of  the  court 

That  the  anid  Captain  JiimcH  AriuHtrong  be  sufipeDiled  fVom  duty  for  tlie  tfrm  of 
five  years,  with  Ions  of  pay  for  thi>  lirst  half  of  Baid  term,  and  ho  reprimanded  by 
the  honorabie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  general  orderH. 

I  have  approved  the  sentence,  and  Captain  James  Armstrong  will 
accordingly  he  suspended  from  duty  lor  the  term  of  five  years  from  this 
date,  with  loss  of  pay  for  the  first  half  of  the  said  term. 

In  carrying  into  executian  that  part  of  the  sentence  which  directs 
that  Captain  Armstrong  Uc.  reiuiiiianded  in  general  orders  1  have  a 
painful  duty  to  perform.  The  sentence  in  this  case  might  be  consid- 
ered severe  without  tlie  addition  of  a  reprimand;  but  a  court  composed 
of  oCDcers  of  the  highest  rank  and  most  experienced  in  the  service  has 
deemed  otherwise,  and  its  Judgment  can  not  but  be  approved.  The 
misconduct,  indeed,  wiiich  k'd  to  this  trial  does  not  affect  alone  the 
reputation  aiul  disi'ii)liue  of  the  naval  service,  but  the  interests  of  the 
whole  people;  and  the  age  and  length  of  service  of  the  officer  who  has 
been  found  guilty  of  derehction  of  duty  under  such  circumstanc^es, 
instead  of  constituting  any  claim  (to]  lenity,  only  render  it  the  more 
imperative  that  the  discipline  of  the  i?ervi(  e  should  be  vindicated. 

It  was  the  <Iuty  of  Captain  Armstrong,  as  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  naval  force  at  ren8a<o]a — a  duty  which  lie  could  not  but  know  was 
expressly  and  "strictly  enjoined"  on  him  by  law — to  show  in  himself 
"a  good  example  of  i>:itrioti8m,"  as  well  as  to  be  "vigilant  in  inspect- 
ing the  conduct"  of  those  under  his  command.  Wliatever  the  embar- 
rassments of  his  jmsiticm  may  have  been,  an  earnest  patriotism  would 
have  taught  him  to  m;ike  tlie  best  possilile  use  of  all  the  resources  at 
his  disposal,  adequate  uv  itiadeiinate,  and  to  have  imparted  zeal  by  his 
example  to  those  around  liini,  instead  of  suffering  the  promptings  of 
loyalty  to  be  checked  either  by  any  speculations  or  conjectures  of  his 
own  or  any  suggestions  from  others,  as  to  the  possible  views  and 
designs  of  superiors  in  office.  Llad  he  discharged  his  duty  with  stern 
fidelity  he  might  have  disappointed  some,  but,  as  events  have  recently 
shown  in  the  case  of  another  nfiicer  jilaced  in  similar  circumstances,  he 
would  have  been  upheld  by  the  apjilause  of  his"  fellow-countrymen 
and  the  respe<!t  even  of  antagonists.  The  safest  as  well  as  the  most 
honorable  course  for  every  individual  in  the  public  service,  whether 
commander  or  subordinate,  is  to  be  ti  ue  to  the  flag  of  his  country,  no 
matter  what  dangers  or  difficulties  encompass  it. 

This  general  order  will  be  promulgated  as  usual  at  all  the  naval  sta- 
tions and  on  board  of  all  vessels  of  the  Navy  in  commission. 

CilDEOPJ   "VELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Genebal  Naval  \  Navy  Depabtment, 

Order.  )  April  24,  1S61. 

A  naval  general  court-martial,  consisting  of  a  full  complement  of  offi- 
cers ill  the  highest  rank  in  the  service,  was  recently  convened  in  the 
city  of  Washington  for  the  trial  of  Captain  James  Armstrong,  of  the 
Navy,  on  charges  growing  out  of  his  surrender  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Warrington,  Ma. 

Before  the  court  separated  the  members  of  it  addressed  a  communi- 
catiou  to  the  Navy  Department  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Wasbinuto.v,  D.  C.  April  S,  1S61. 
The  president  and  uemliers  and  jadKe-advocate  of  the  court  lately  held  in  the  city 
of  WaahixigtOD,  D.  C,  for  the  trial  of  Commodore  Armstrong  l>eg  Icavo  rospectfuUy  ■ 
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to  snliinlt  to  the  lionorohlo  Scrret«ry  of  the  Navy  the  propriety,  instice,  and  good 
policy  of  lieKtowiri); soiDt<  iipjiropriiito  mark  of  it«  approbation  of  tlie  loyalty,  spirit, 
ami  ^od  conduit  of  William  Conway,  a  <)nart«riuiuiter  of  tbe  Navv  on  duty  ill  tlie 
nary  yard  at  Warrington,  Fla.,  wlieu  the  »iime  was  snrrEtudcred  on  tto  12tb  January, 
1861,  who  with  manly  prido  and  in  a  spiritof  patriotic  devotion  rt>fu8e<l  to  obey  the 
order  to  haul  down  thn  national  lla*;  on  the  occa«iou  of  rniid  surrender. 

The  evidence  of  this  honorable  devotion  to  the  dignity  and  credit  of  the  flag  of 
bis  country  is  found  in  the  record  of  the  testimony  in  Commodore  Armstrongs  com. 

BospeetfuUy  submitted,  by  order  of  the  court. 

A.  B.  Magrctdkr, 

Judge-Adrocale. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  taken  in  Captain  Arm-strong's  case 
that  William  Conway,  an  aged  seaman  doing  duty  as  quartermaster  in 
the  Warrington  [Pensacola]  navy  yard  at  the  time  ol  its  surrender, 
when  ordered  by  Lieutenant  F.  B.  Ken.shaw  to  batil  down  the  national 
flag  promptly  and  indignantly  refused  to  obey  the  order. 

The  love  and  reverence  tluis  impulsively  exhibited  for  his  coantry's 
flag  in  the  hour  of  its  peril  is  not  the  less  worthy  of  being  called  noble 
and  chivalric  because  displayed  by  one  in  an  humble  station.  It  is  the 
more  deserving  of  commemoration,  for  subordinates  in  the  service  are 
not  usually  expected  to  set  examples  of  patriotism  and  fidelity  in  their 
trusts,  but  to  follow  them. 

The  I>epartmeut  deems  it  no  more  than  strict  justie*  to  William  Con- 
way that  this  testimonial  from  the  conrt  in  his  behalf'  should  be  made 
known  throughout  the  service.  It  therefore  directs  that  this  general 
order  be  publicly  read  as  early  as  practicable  after  its  receipt  by  the 
commanders  of  all  naval  stations  and  all  vessels  iu  the  Navy  in  commis- 
sion, in  the  presence  of  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command. 

GujEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Becretary  of  the  ITavy  to  Ilag-Offloer  MoKean,  V.  8.  ICavy,  eommanding  Onlf 
Blockading  Squadron,  for  the  tranimiision  of  gold  medal  to  Qaarteiiiiut«r  William  Cos- 
way,  V.  8.  Savy,  and  oommanicatioiif  rdatiTe  t]hereto. 

Navy  Department,  November  11, 1861. 

8ni:  I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Department  to  William 
Conway, who  is  on  board  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  together 
with  a  gold  medal  presented  to  him  by  his  countrymen  in  California  as 
a  testimonial  of  their  appreciation  of  his  conduct  in  refusing  to  haul 
down  the  flag  of  his  country  at  the  surrender  of  the  navy  yard  at  Pen- 
sacola to  the  rebeio  >.n  the  12th  of  January,  18(51. 

A  copy  o'  the  letter  atluressed  to  William  Conway  by  the  citizens 
who  presenten  the  medal,  and  of  the  letter  of  Major  General  Halleck, 
the  bearer  of  it  to  the  Department,  are  also  transmitted. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  medal  handed  to  William  Conway  on 
the  quarter-deck  of  the  vessel  to  which  he  belongs,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  olMcera  and  crew  thereof,  and  the  corr68i)oudence  read  at  the 
same  time. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Gibbon  Welles. 

FlagOfflcer  William  W.  MoKkan, 

Comvianding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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[EncloBonis.] 

Kavy  Depabtment,  Novetiiber  11, 1861. 
[Sir  :]  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  cause  to  be  delivered  to  you  the  accom' 
paiiying  letter  aud  gold  medal  from  your  countrymen  in  California, 
presented  to  you  as  a  testitnriiiial  of  their  high  appreciation  of  your 
noble  and  patriotic  conduct  in  refusing  to  haul  down  the  flag  of  your 
country  when  others  (your  superiors  in  ])osition)  were  wanting  in  fidelty 
to  it.  I  also  forward  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Major  General  Ualleck, 
who  was  selected  as  the  bearer  of  these  testimonials,  and  by  his  request 
I  have  directed  them  to  be  transmitted  to  you,  which  you  will  please 

^^   accept  with  the  assurance  of  my  regard. 

^H  Very  respectfiilly, 

^"  Gibbon  Welles, 

I  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

^_  '    Wllliam  Conway, 

^B  TJ.  8.  Ouy  Blockading  Squailron. 

^H  Washington,  D.  C,  November  6, 1861. 

SlE:  I  have  receive<i  from  certain  citizens  of  California  the  accom- 
panying letter  and  medal,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  William  Conway,  quar- 
termaster, U.  S.  Navy,  as  a  mark  of  their  appreciation  of  his  noble 
conduct  in  refusing  to  haul  down  the  flag  of  hia  country;  but  as  I  am 
unable  to  see  Mr.  Conway  personally  I  respectfully  request  they  may 
be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Navy  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W,  Halleok, 
Major-Oeneral,  U.  8.  Army. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy 
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San  Francisco,  September  20, 1861. 
Dear  Sir:  The  undersigned,  citizens  of  California  fi'om  New  Eng- 
land, have  read  with  i>ride  and  gratification  the  story  of  your  brave 
and  patriotic  refusal  t<»  haul  down  the  flag  of  our  country.  As  a  mark 
of  our  appreciation  of  your  conduct,  we  request  you  to  accept  the 
accompanying  medal  of  California  gold,  together  with  our  best  wishes 
for  your  prosperity  and  happiness. 

F.  W.  Brooks. 
Henry  L.  Dodge. 
F.  A.  Fabent. 
H.  F.  Gutter. 
W.  T.  Reynolds. 
Henry  F.  Tescieemajscher. 
Geo.  J.  Brooks. 
Geo.  n.  Faulkner. 
[And  140  others.) 
Mr.  William  Oontvat, 

(Quartermaster,  U.  8.  Navy. 
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Confixhrate  correspondence  relative  to  Pensacola  navy  yard. 

Order  of  Colonol  Cbau,  oonunanding  FIoiidA  forcM,  appointing  Captain  Bandolph  oommandant 

Peniaoola  navy  yard. 

Heabquabtbbs,  Pensacola,  January  13, 1861. 
DBAnCAPTAra:  Your  dispatch  received.     You  are  hereby  appointed 
commandaut  of  the  navy  yard,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly. 

Very  reaiiectfuUy, 

Wm.  H.  Chase, 
Commanding  Forces  of  Florida, 

Captain  Victor  [M.]  Randolph, 

State  Navy  Yard,  Warrington, 

If  Farrand  has  resigned,  won't  he  help  put  Fort  Barraucaa  in  order  T 
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Letter  from  Colonel  Chase,  oommanding  Florida  foroea,  to  Captain  Kandolph,  oommandant 
navy  yard,  Penaaoola,  regarding  defenie  of  that  yard. 
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Heajjquaeters,  Pensacola,  January  12, 1861, 

Dear  8ih:  Can  yon  erect  any  batteries  at  the  yard  in  case  of  an 
attack  from  the  steam  frijj;ate  entering  the  harbort 

I  wrote  to  ( lolouel  Lomax  to  prevent  the  pilots  from  going  out  to 
any  vessel  of  war  on  the  steamer  Utar  of  the  West  with  troops.  Advise 
Colonel  Loinax  what  to  do.    1  am  overcome  with  fatigue. 

If  you  can't  hold  the  position  on  Fort  Barrancas,  you  and  Lomax 
must  secure  your  retreat. 

The  F^ilton's  guus  could  be  used  in  battery.  Could  they  not  be 
thrown  up  to  night  I 

I  confl(ie  iu  you  to  do  the  best  you  can.  You  can  be  of  great  service 
to  Louiax. 

The  company  expected  to-night  will  be  ordered  down  immediately. 
Those  rconforcenieutH  from  Mobile  will  arrive  to  morrow  night.     I  have 

i ordered  two  eonipaiiiea  from  Sparta  aud  Greenville. 
How  many  muskets  have  you  iu  the  army? 
In  haste,  yours, 
W.  H.  Chase. 
Captain  Viotob  [M.)  Randolph, 
*  — -— 

General  Orders,  >  Headqxtartbrs  Pensacola  District, 

No.  3.  )  January  13,  1861. 

A  flag  will  be  displayed  at  the  navy  yard,  forts,  barracks,  and  hos- 
pital in  this  harbor  in  jmssession  of  the  State's  troops. 

The  liag.s  hoisted  for  the  first  time  at  the  respective  stations  will  be 
saluted  with  thirteen  guns.  Those  at  Fort  ISarrancas  and  barracks  by 
the  battery  of  the  fort.  Those  at  the  navy  yard  aud  hospital  by  the 
battery  at  tho  navy  yard. 

Until  otherwise  ordained  by  the  people  of  Florida  assembled  in  con- 
ventiuu  the  emblems  of  the  flag  will  be  thirteen  stripes,  alternate  red 
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and  white,  commencing  with  the  red,  a  bine  field,  with  a  largo  white 
star  iu  the  center. 

W.  n.  Chase, 
Aid-de-Camp  to  the  Oovemor,  Colonel  Commanding. 
By  authority: 

Richard  L.  Campbell, 
Aid-de-Camp  to  Colonel  Commanding. 


Pannlt  of  Captain  Bandolpli,  lata  IT.  8.  Kavy,  aommanding  navy  yard,  Feniaoola,  to  Lieutonant 

Jonett,  n.  8.  Navy. 

Pensacola  Navy  Yabd,  January  16,  1S61. 
Ldentenant  James  E,  Jonett,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  having  given  his 
parole  of  honor  not  to  bear  arms  against  the  State  of  Florida,  has  per- 
mission to  leave  this  place  with  his  private  property  without  hindrance 
or  molestation. 

V.  M.  Randolph, 
Captain,  Commanding  Pensacola  Kavy  Yard. 


Ordar  of  Colonel  ChaM,  lata  IT.  8.  Army,  oommanding  foreai  of  Florida,  to  Captain  Randolph, 
lata  V,  8.  Havy,  commanding  navy  yard,  Pensacola. 

Headqitabtbrs,  January  Iff,  ISOl. 
Stk:  Yon  will  place  two  ISpoonders  in  battery  opposite  the  small 
north  postern,  at  about  100  yartla  distant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Chase, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forces  of  Florida. 
Captain  V.  M.  Randolph, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Warrington. 


Lattar  fh>m  Tiotor  M.  Sandolph,  late  eaptain,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  goremor  of  Florida,  Tsqaaating 
oommiwion  and  amignment  to  duty  at  Penaacola  navy  yard. 

Pensacola  Navy  Yard,  January  18, 1861. 

Sir:  On  the  10th  of  January,  1861,  I  resigned  my  commi.ssion  as 
captain  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  and  offered  my  services  to  Colonel  William  U.  Chase,  who  gave 
me  temporary  command  of  this  na\'y  yard  and  station, 

I  request  to  be  commissioned  by  yourself  and  the  legislature  of  the 
State  as  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  Florida,  and  commanding  officer  of 
the  navy  yard  and  stitti<m  of  Pensacola. 

tl  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Victor  M.  Randolph. 
His  Excellency  M.  S.  Perry, 
Oovemor  of  the  Sovereign  State  of  Florida. 
: 


Spadal  ordar  of  Colonel  Chaae,  late  TT.  8.  Army,  commanding  Pensacola  distriet,  ezpresiing 
thanks  to  volonteer  company  from  Apalacliioola,  Fla. 

Special  Orders.]      Headquarters  Pensacola  District, 

January  29,  1861. 
The  company  of  volunteers  from  Apalachicola  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Edwards  having  promptly  repaired  to  Pensacola,  but  without 
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the  orders  of  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  upon  their  own  charge  for 
transportation,  provisions,  etc.,  without  expense  to  the  State,  and  as 
tbey  are  now  desirous  of  returning  home,  seeing  that  there  is  but  little 
prospect  of  a  collision  of  arms,  the  colonel  commanding  the  forces  of 
the  district  has  seen  proper  to  order,  and  he  does  now  order,  that  Cap- 
tain Edwards  have  honorable  leave  to  return  to  Apalachicola. 

In  taking  leave  of  Oaptiiin  Edwards  and  his  company  the  colonel 
commandiug  tenders  to  him  and  them  his  wann  thanks  for  the  zeal, 
spirit,  and  jirouiptuess  in  marching  to  Peusacola,  where  their  services 
might  have  been  of  much  value. 

The  colonel  commanding  will  not  fail  to  report  this  excellent  conduct 
of  Captain  Edwards  and  his  company  to  his  excellency  the  governor  of 
Florida. 

Wm.  H.  Chase, 

Colonel  Commanding. 

Captain  Randolph, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard. 


¥ 
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Letter  from  Ueatenuit  Kenihaw,  l>te  XT.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Kavy,  tTumnittiiig 
matter  for  pablicatian  regarding  (orrender  of  Fenweola  navy  yard. 

Navy  Yard,  Pensaoola,  January  39, 1861. 
8m :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  that  the  enclosed  letter  may  be  filed  in 
the  Navy  Department. 

Captain  Samuel  Barron,  U.  8.  Navy,  has  kindly  offered  to  take  charge 
of  this  commuuicatittn  to  you. 

Bespectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  Renshaw, 
Late  Lieutenanty  U.  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  I.  TouoEY, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington,  J).  0. 

[Eocloante.] 

Pensaoola  Navy  Yard,  January  29, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  seen  iu  your  paper  of  the  23d  instant  a  statement  which 
justice  to  myself,  as  well  as  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  serving  for  thirty-three  years,  requires  me 
promptly  to  request  to  correct. 

The  statement  referred  to  recites  that  the  Navy  Department  had 
received  the  resignation  of  Commander  Farrand,  who  was  attached  to 
the  Ponsacola  navy  yard,  and  who  was  among  those  who  iu  the  name 
of  Florida  demanded  its  surrender,  and  also  that  of  Lieutenant  Ren- 
shaw, who  gave  the  order  to  haul  down  the  Hag  of  the  Union. 

I  submit  the  following  true  record  of  the  proceedings  which  attended 
and  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  this  navy  yard  to  the  authorities  of 
«he  State  of  Florida,  and  I  rely  upon  your  sense  of  right  to  do  me  jus- 
tice by  its  publication  in  your  columns. 

On  the  12th  instant  Flag-Offieer  Armstrong,  then  commandant  of 
the  station,  was  informed  that  a  commission  api)ointed  by  the  governor 
of  Florida,  with  a  regiment  of  armed  men,  were  at  the  navy-yard  gate 
demanding  the  surrender  of  the  place.  Flag  OtUcer  Armstrong  directed 
Commander  Farrand,  the  executive  oflicer  of  the  yard,  to  conduct  the 
commissioners  to  his  office.  The  commissioTiers'  came  accordingly, 
escorted  by  Commander  Farrand.  Colonel  Lomax,  the  commandiug 
officer  of  the  forces  on  the  expedition,  with  his  stafi^  were  then  seut  for 
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and  conducted  to  the  flag-officer's  office  by  Oommander  Farrand  to 
meet  the  commissioners,  when  they  presented  their  credentials  to  Flag- 
Officer  Armstrong,  informing  him  that  they  had  aheady  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  magazine,  situated  about  a  third  of  a  mile  distant  from  the 
yard,  and  denianded  the  immediate  suiTender  of  the  navy  yard  and  the 
public  property  therein. 

The  veteran  commodore  declared  with  deep  emotion  that  although  he 
had  served  under  tlie  flag  of  the  United  States  in  sunshine  and  in  storm 
for  fifty  years,  loving  and  cherishing  it  as  he  did  his  heart's  blood,  he 
would  strike  it  now,  together  with  the  blue  pennant,  the  insignia  of  hia 
present  command,  rather  than  Are  a  gun  or  raise  his  sword  against  his 
countrymen,  especially  in  circumstances  like  the  present,  when  he  was 
without  means  of  defending  his  position  and  when  an  attempt  to  do  so 
would  result  iu  a  useless  loss  of  life  and  destruction  of  property.  He 
accordingly  ordere<l  the  executive  oflicer,  Oommander  Farrand,  to  cause 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  and  the  blue  pennant  to  be  hauled  down. 
The  order  was  passed  iu  accordance  with  usage  iu  the  naval  service  to 
the  senior  lieutenant  (myself),  under  whose  direction  the  time-honored 
flags  were  hauled  down.  The  descent  was  witnessed  by  none  in  whose 
heart  the  regret  and  grief  at  the  fate  of  our  long-beloved  Union  were 
more  deeply  felt  than  in  mine.  I  now  became  a  prisoner  on  parole  and 
remained  so  for  several  days,  when  I  resigned  my  coinniission  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy,  which  I  have  held  as  a  lieutenant  for  twenty  years,  and 
tendered  my  services  to  the  sovereign  State  of  Florida,  with  whose 
destiny,  whether  it  be  bright  or  adverse,  I  am  fully  identified. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  Eenshaw, 
Late  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

The  Editob  New  York  Heeau>. 


Letter  from  ths  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Hon.  C.  IL  Conrad,  K.  C, 
nlatiTe  to  the  captore  of  Fsniaoola  nary  yard. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department,  Montgomery,  May  13, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  Warrington  navy  yard  was  captured  by  the  Florida  forces 
on  the  12th  day  of  January,  1861. 

Possession  thereof  passed  at  once  to  the  State  of  Florida,  and  ander 
the  authority  of  Colonel  Chase,  commanding  the  State  forces,  the 
mechanics,  laborers,  and  other  employes  of  the  yard  were  retained 
and  continued  in  their  several  places,  employments,  and  labors. 

These  men,  who  have  acted  with  fidelity  and  zeal  in  sustaining  the 
interests  of  the  State  and  of  this  Confederacy,  have  not  only  lost  all 
their  pay  that  was  due  from  the  United  States  for  the  previous  month, 
but  they  have  received  nothing,  I  am  informed,  for  their  services  after 
the  surrender  of  the  yard  and  up  to  the  25th  day  of  March,  when  this 
Department  detailed  its  oflieers  to  it. 

I  can  not  doubt  that  justice,  wisdom,  and  policy  dictate  that  these 
men  should  be  paid,  and  I  therefore  submit  the  facts,  and  also  an  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  due,  $12,857.22. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  Mallory. 

Secretary  of  tne  Navy. 
Hon.  Charuis  M.  Conrad, 

Chaimuin  Naval  Committee. 
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(BaolMiue,) 

Ettimate  of  funds  required  lo  pay  the  offloeri,  clerkt,  mechanict,  laborert,  watchmen,  and 
other  employ^  at  the  nary  yard.  fTarrington,  from  the  litk  day  of  Ja»uarg,  IS61,  to 
the  Uth  day  of  March,  1861,  iiio{iM<c«. 

For  tho  pay  of  officer* $2,753.74 

Clerkii,  luocbanics,  laborers,  watchmen,  and  other  employ^ 10, 103. 48 

Total X2, 857.22 


Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  January  14, 1861, 
January  13. — Could  not  aail  yesterday.    Expect  to  sail  to-day. 

J.  Glynn. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

[Stcrttary  of  tlte  Navy.] 


Report  of  Captain  Olynn,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.ahip  Macedonian, 
of  tilt'  departure  of  that  vennel  for  sea  in  obedience  to  DepartmenVt 

Borders, 
U.  8.  Snip  Macedonian,  January  13, 1861. 
Sir:  The  Macedonian  is  at  sea  before  she  ia  all  ready,  but  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  rei>eated  telfgrapbic  orders.  It  is  due  to  the  officers  and 
crew  to  say  that  tbey  Lave  been  exposed  to  a  very  intense  degree  of 
cold  within  a  few  days  and  have  labored  cbeerfidly  under  disadvan- 
tages. Iie[)eatedly  during  this  time  the  mechanics  in  the  yard  have 
not  been  mustered  in  consequence  of  the  cold.  The  therujonieter  was 
9°  below  zero  this  morning.  A  number  of  the  men  are  frost-bitten, 
and  one  more,  chilled  by  the  cold,  waa  recioired  to  be  helped  down  &om 
aloft. 

The  ship  ia  in  confusion  fore  and  aft,  and  were  it  necessary  for  her  to 
go  into  action  in  this  condition  she  might  be  captured  by  a  vessel  of 
half  her  force.  We  have  not  been  able  to  do  much  more  than  quarter 
the  men.  The  necessity  is  jiresumed  to  be  urgent,  and  no  eftort  shall 
be  withheld  to  execute  my  orders  in  the  shortest  time;  but  the  facts  aa 
stated  above  I  feel  should  be  jihiced  upon  the  records  of  the  Navy 
Department  in  event  of  any  untoward  couaequeuces. 

There  has  been  no  time  within  the  last  week  that  the  pilot  would 
have  taken  the  ship  to  sea  before  to  day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Glynn, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Isaac  Touoby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Commander  Wallce,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Sup- 
ply, to  Paymaster  Dunn,  U,  8.  Navy,  of  that  twsnel,  regarding  rations. 

U.  S.  Storeship  Supply, 
Navy  Yard,  Warrington,  January  14, 1861. 
Sutt:  Below  you  wLU  find  a  list  of  the  number  of  marines,  ordinary 
men,  warrant  otiicers  and  their  families,  and  mechanics  &oia  this  navy 
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yard  to  wbom  you  will  issue  the  regular  navy  ration  from  this  date 
iiulil  sufli  tune  as  they  may  be  lauded  from  this  ship  at  New  Yorlc  or 
some  other  Northern  i)ort,  viz : 

Jaroe8  [M.]  Cooper,  gunuer,  U.  S.  Novy,  wife  and  5  rhildren. 
Bobert  Dixon,  buiitswaiii,  U.  S.  Navy,  wife  and  2  children. 

I^adieN  und  children 14 

Meohanii«  employed  in  thenuvy  yard tl 

Warrant  offliers 4 

Men  sent  from  naval  hoKpital,  Warrington 9 

Orilinary  men  from  navy  yard,  Warrington 37 

Marines  firom  the  navy-yard  barracks,  Warrington 34 

Total 99 

Very  resitectfdlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Heney  Walke, 
Commander,  U.  *S'.  Navy. 
E.  W,  Dunn, 

Paymaster,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  Ship  Supply. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  TJ.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Supply, 
transmitting  letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  I'ickcns  to 
Colonel  Chase,  commissioner  for  State  of  Florida,  regarding  hostilities. 

Navy  Yaud,  New  York,  February  4,  1861. 
Sib:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  the  oflicers  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Pickens  to  Colonel  William  II.  Cliasc,  commissinner  fm- the 
State  of  Florida,  after  coDSultatiou  with  the  Government  officers  in  the 
harbor  of  Pensacola. 

I  am,  very  re8i)ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henbv  Walkb, 
Commander,  U,  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  ISAA.0  TOTJOBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enoloanre. ) 

FoHT  Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor,  January  16,  1861. 

SiB:  Under  the  orders  we  now  have  from  the  Wsvr  Dei)artment  we 
have  decided,  after  consultation  with  the  Government  o(Tic«rs  in  the 
harbor,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  hold  our  jmsition  until  such  a  force  is 
brought  agaiust  us  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  defend  it,  or  until  the 
political  condition  of  the  country  is  such  as  to  induce  us  to  surrender 
the  public  property  in  our  keeping  to  such  authorities  as  may  be  dele- 
gated legally  to  receive  it. 

We  deprecate  as  much  as  you  or  any  individual  can  the  present  con- 
dition of  afl'airs  or  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  our  brethren.  In  regard 
to  this  matter,  however,  we  must  consider  you  the  aggressors,  and  if 
bloo<l  should  be  shed  that  you  are  responsible  therefor. 

fiy  order  of  A.  J.  Slemmer,  first  lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  com- 
manding: 

J.  H.  Gilmaw, 
Second  TJeutenant,  First  Artillery,  Acting  Post  Adjutant  of  Post. 

Colonel  WiLLiAja  H.  Chase, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Florida, 
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Report  of  Commatuier  Walke,  U.  S.  JVary,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Supply, 

of  intended  departure  of  that  vesnel  for  Netc  York,  carrying  paroled 

men  from  Pcnuacola  navy  yard, 

U,  8.  Stobeship  StrppLY, 
Off  Warrington  Nary  Yard,  January  16, 1861, 

SiK :  The  TJ.  S.  navy  yard  at  Warriugtou,  Fla.,  haviug  sarrendered  to 
the  authorities  of  the  State  on  the  12th  January,  I  put  to  sea  in  tow 
of  the  steamer  Wyandotte,  and  on  the  day  following,  as  this  ship  had 
not  received  her  cargo,  I  returned  with  the  same  under  a  flag  of  truce 
for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  marines,  seamen,  and  officers  (on 
parole)  who  were  destitute  of  pay  or  provisions  to  the  North,  from 
whence  they  had  been  employed.  Tliey  had  not  received  their  pay  for 
two  or  three  months,  and  were  eutii-elj'  without  means.  I  have  tJikeu 
on  board  all  who  have  a  cliiim  on  the  Government  for  its  protection, 
and  intend  to  sail  this  morning  for  New  York. 

I  leave  the  Wyandot te  hero  under  orders  from  Commandant  Arm- 
strong to  render  all  the  assistiiiice  he  can  to  the  United  States  troops 
that  are  now  occupying  Fort  Pickens,  "until  the  fort  is  surrendered." 
I  shall  transmit  to  you  a  descriptive  list  of  the  passengers,  their  em- 
ployments, etc. 

Trusting  that  my  action  in  this  matter  may  meet  your  approbation, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walkjb, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon,  ISAAO  TOUOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  0. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home  Squad- 
ron, to  commanding  officers  of  U.  8.  ships  Sabine  and  St.  Louis. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 
Off  Sacrificios,  January  18,  1861. 
SiK:  Tou  will  please  prepare  your  ship  for  sea,  as  I  have  orders*  for 
you  to  proceed  to  Peusacola  and  reiMirt  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 
Inform  me  when  you  are  ready  and  I  will  give  you  your  final  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendeegeast, 
Flag-Officer,  Some  Squadron. 
Captain  Adams,  Sabine. 
Captain  Poo£,  St.  Louis. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Maffitt,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Crusader. 

Navy  Department,  January  18, 1861. 
Sre :  On  the  receipt  hereof  you  will  proceed,  with  the  Crusader  ander 
your  command,  immediately  to  the  navy  yaid  at  New  York. 
I  am,  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOUOEY, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.\ 
Lieutenant  John  N.  Mapfitt, 

Commanding  U,  8.  8,  Crusader,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Naey  to  Lieutenant  Berryvtan,  U.  8.  Xavjf, 
commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wyandotte, 

Navy  Depajitmknt,  January  18,  1861. 
Sib  :  On  the  receipt  hereof  you  will  proceed,  with  the  Wyandotte  under 
your  command,  imintuliately  to  the  navy  yard  at  New  York. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  TOXJCKV, 
\8ecretary  of  the  Nury.\ 
Lieutenant  O.  n,  Bebbtman, 

Commandinij  V.  S,  8.  Wyandotte,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commandinij  U.  8.  8.  Mohawk, 

Navy  Department,  January  18, 18G1. 
SiK:  On  the  receipt  hereof  you  will  proceed,  with  the  Mohawk  under 
your  command,  immediately  to  the  navy  yard  at  New  York. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOUCKT, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Lieutenant  T.  A.  M.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohawk,  Key  We»t,  Fla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Craven,  U,  8.  Navy,  commandimj  V.  8.  8,  Mohaick, 
regarding  means  of  communication,  and  requesting  ordnance  stores. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Mohawk, 
Key  WeM,  January  30, 1861. 

SiK :  I  have  the  hotior  to  report  that  the  distracted  stat*  of  affairs 
here  has  constrained  mo  to  remnin  at  this  place  to  aid  in  the  defense  of 
Fort  Taylor  against  a  threatened  attack. 

I  have  received  no  mail  from  the  North  for  one  month,  and  would  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  regular  coiiimmiication  is  cut  off;  and  I 
would  advise  that  all  orders  from  the  Department  be  addressed  to  me 
through  our  consul  at  Havana. 

Ly  a  vessel  sailing  at  short  notice  I  send  this  letter  to  Cuba  to  advise 
yon  that  I  am  in  want  of  guns  and  ammunition,  and  if  yon  apjirove  of 
my  suggestion  will  you  instruct  the  bureau  to  forward  to  nie  by  the  tirst 
vessel  from  New  York  tlio  following-named  stores:  Two  S-pounders  of 
3;J  cwt.,  an  .addition  to  my  battery  which  the  ship  will  easily  carry;  100 
rounds  of  ammunition  for  the  above  guns;  100  rounds  for  1^4•pounder 
Lowitzer;  50  rounds  for  12-pounder  howitzer. 

I  place  these  matters  before  you  under  the  knowledge  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  sent  troops  to  the  Tortugas,  and  the  orders  of  the  com- 
manding oflicer  have  been  exhibited  to  me. 

I  am  ha])py  to  stat*  that  with  one  exception  the  officers  of  my  ship 
are  loyal  and  true  to  the  Federal  Government. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T,  AuGS.  Craven, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Isaac  Tofcby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
N  W  E — VOL  4 5 
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Report  of  Flay-Officer   Pendergrast,   U.  8.  Nur'y,   vonmi  a  tiding   Home 
Squadron,  regarding  movements  of  U.  8.  ships  Stibinr  and  St.  Louis, 

Flagship  Powhatan, 
Off  SacrificioH,  January  HI,  1861, 

Sin :  I  liave  the  honor  to  iicknowledgc  the  reoeipt  of  your  orJers, 
under  date  of  the  24th  of  December  and  9th  of  January,  diieuting  me 
to  send  tlie  Sabine  and  St.  Louis  to  Peiisacohi. 

In  obedience  to  those  orders  the  Sabine  and  St.  Louis  will  sail  from 
this  place  iu  a  day  or  two,  or  as  soou  aa  money  can  be  procured  to  pay 
their  bills. 

I  send  this  letter  by  a  Spanish  vessel  of  war,  by  the  way  of  Havana, 
and  a  dujilicate  by  the  Tennessee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(1.  J.  Penukkgkast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commander  in  Chiif  Home  Squadron, 

ITdU.  IsAAf!  ToroBY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Captain  Barron,  U,  8.  Navy,  to 
proceed  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  Pen«a<ola  as  bearer  of  dispatch<;s. 

Confidential.]  Navy  TyEPAmyiTi'ST,  January  21, 1S61. 

SiK:  IJeri^with  you  will  receive  a  confidential  dispatch  addressed  to 
Captain  ^Villianl  H.  Walker,  conunaiidiiig  the  IT.  S.  steani  sloop  Brook- 
lyn, with  which  you  will  proceed  to  Old  Point  Comfort  and  deliver  to 
that  otlicer. 

You  will  afterwards  proceed  immediately  to  Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  on 
your  arrival  there  will  put  yourself  in  communication  with  the  com- 
mandint;  oilicer  of  Fort  Pickens. 

You  will  also  take  sut;h  steps  aa  you  may  deem  best  to  communicate 
with  any  ve.sscls  of  the  D.  S.  Navy  that  may  be  coming  to  the  navy 
yard  at  Pensiuiola,  and  warn  them  not  to  enter  the  harbor,  but  to 
remain  outside  until  the  Department  may  otherwise  direct. 

The  Navy  agent  at  Washington  will  be  authorized  to  advance  you 
$200  for  traveling  expenses. 

You  will  also  take  charge  of  the  dispatches  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  may  have  to  send  to  the  commanding  otlicer  at  Fortress  Monroe 
and  deliver  them  on  your  arrival  at  Old  Point  Comfort. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOUCET, 
[Secretart/  of  Hie  Navy.] 

Captain  Samttei,  Babron,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washington. 

P.  S. — After  completing  this  duty  you  will  return  to  Washington. 

[Enclonniv.] 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  January  21,  1S61. 

Sir  :  You  will  immediately  proceed,  with  the  IT.  S.  steam  sloop  Brook- 
lyn under  your  command,  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  there  receive  on 
board  that  vessel  such  United  States  troops  as  the  War  Department 
may  designate,  and  convey  them  to  Fort  Pickens,  in  Florida.  Y'ou  will 
also  receive  on  board,  if  practicable,  the  guns  and  gun  carriages  wliich 
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the  commanding  officer  at  Fortress  Monroe  has  been  directed  to  send 
to  Fort  Jefferson  at  Tortugas,  and  land  them  at  that  place  en  route  to 
Fort  Pickens. 

You  will  not  enter  the  harbor  of  Pensacola,  and  will  land  the  troops 
outside,  as  near  Fort  Pickeus  as  may  be  practicable,  and  then  remain 
in  that  vicinity  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating  in  the  defense  of  the  fort 
in  case  of  an  attack  upon  it. 

You  will  remain  oft'  Pensacola  harbor  until  otherwise  instructed  by 
the  Department,  and  act  strictly  on  the  defensive. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOUOEY, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy,] 
Captain  William  S.  Walkeb, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Brooklyn,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  Hie  Navy  to  commandinfi  officers  of  United  States 
vessels  off  Pensacola,  Fla.,  retjarding  defense  of  Fort  Pickens, 

Navy  Department,  January  21, 1861. 
SlE:  After  receiving  this  you  will  not  enter  Pensacola  harbor,  bat 
remain  outside  and  cooperate  in  defending  Fort  Pickens  in  case  of  an 
assault  upon  it,  and  will  at  all  times  act  strictly  on  the  defensive. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1 1.  TOUCEY, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,] 
Captain  James  Glynn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Macedonian,  off  Pensacola,  Fla. 
Captain  Henry  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Sabine,  off  Pensacola,  Fla. 
Commander  Charles  H.  Poor, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Slooj)  of  War  St.  Louis,  Home  Squadron,  Florida. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer   Pendergrast,    U.    S.  Xavy,   commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  means  of  communication  with  the  Department. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 

Off  Sacrijicios,  January  21,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  Department  that  I  apprehend  diflft- 
calties  in  regard  to  the  dispatches  of  the  Department  reaching  me  by 
the  way  of  New  Orleans  and  my  dispatches  resK'hing  the  Department. 
I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  duplicates  be  sent  by 
the  way  of  Havana,  in  care  of  the  American  consul-general,  Mr.  Helm, 
who  will  se«  them  forwarded.  I  would  also  state  to  the  Department 
that  1  may  tind  it  necessary  to  move  the  squadron  to  Havana,  and  will 
there  await  orders,  if  I  do  not  succeed  in  procuring  money  here.  I  will, 
however,  leave  a  small  vessel  at  this  port  for  the  present.  The  Sabine 
I  and  St.  Louis  will  leave  this  port  in  a  few  days  for  Pensacola,  but  will 
I  not  ent«r  that  i>ort  unless  they  can  do  so  with  safety, 
^^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re8i)ectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
^K  G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

^™  Flag- Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squadron. 

t  Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

^^L  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


68 


OPERATIONS  IN  THE   OULP   OF  MEXICO. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergraat,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 
Off  Sacrijicioit,  January  21, 1861, 

SfB:  I  liavo  the  honor  to  inform  the  Dei)artnieiit  that  the  difficulties 
existing  between  the  (JouHtitutional  ]>arty  and  the  Church  party  have 
terniiuated  by  the  success  of  the  Liberals. 

On  the  22d  of  December  Mirauion  was  completely  routed  by  the  Con- 
stitntioualists,  and  on  (Jhri.stma8  djiy  the  Liberal  army  entered  the 
capitaL  President  Juarez  has  returned  to  the  City  of  Mexico  and 
taken  charge  of  the  Government.  It  is  generally  thought  here  that 
the  war  is  over. 

I  would  have  apprised  you  of  this  int«lligence  before,  but  have  had 
no  opiKirtunity  of  communicating  with  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re8i)eetfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendeegrast, 
Flag-Officer  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  Isaac  ToticEy, 

Secretary  of  t}ie  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  P.  8.  Nary,  commanding  Rome 
Squadron^  of  the  efficient  conditioti  of  his  command. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 
Off  Sacrijicios,  January  21, 1861. 
Sir:  Herewith  you  will  find  enclosed  the  reports  of  an  inspection 
held  by  me  on  the  vessels  of  the  Uome Squadron;  also  of  boat  exercise. 
1  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  to  the  Depai'tment  that  I  found  the 
vessels  of  this  squadron  in  a  most  satisfactory  Btat«  of  discipline  and 
efiBciency,  as  you  will  learn  from  the  accompanying  rejwrts. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  inform  the  Dejiartmeut  that  I  a[»i)ointed  Captain 
Mercer,  of  the  Poichatan,  inspector  of  ordnance  for  the  occasion,  and 
Lieutenant  George  Brown  assistant  inspector. 
Very  respectfiUIy,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendkrgbast, 
FlagOfflcer,  Commander  tn  Chief  Jlome  Squadron. 

Hon.  Isaac  Touoey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  transfer  of  hi«  Jiag  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Potchatan  to 
the  U,  8,  ship  Cumberland. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 
Off  Sacrificios,  January  21, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  desire  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  not  as  yet  trans- 
ferred my  flag  to  the  Cumberland,    Owing  to  a  case  of  smallpox  having 
made  its  appearance  on  board  of  that  vessel  shortly  after  her  arrival, 
I  was  compelled  to  quarautiue  her. 
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I  am  glad  to  inform  the  Department  tbatj  the  disease  having  entirely 
disappeared,  I  will  hoist  my  flag  on  board  in  u  few  days. 
I  have  the  honor  te  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pknderurast, 
Flag- Officer,  Commander  in  Chit/  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

iScvretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingt,on,  D.  0. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Pendirgrast,  U.  S.  Ifavy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  U.  S.  vesaeU  Sabine  and  St.  Louis. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 
Off  Sacrijicioa,  January  22, 1861. 
Sir:  In  the  event  of  the  captains  of  the  Sabine  and  St.  Louis  not 
being  able  to  enter  Peusacola,  they  will  be  directed  to  proceed  to 
Hampton  lioads,  Va,,  or  act  at  their  own  discretion. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectl'uJly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendekgeast, 
Flag- Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squadron. 
Hon.  Isaac  Touoey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Craven,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  IT.  S.  8.  Mohawk, 
regarding  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  at  Fort  Jefferson,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohawk, 
Tortugas,  January  23, 1861. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  no  official  letters  came  by 
the  last  mail  to  Key  West,  and  I  must  confess  a  natural  anxiety  for 
instructions  from  the  Department. 

In  consequence  of  a  threatened  attack  on  Fort  Jefferson  by  500  men 
from  New  C)rlean8, 1  came  to  this  place  on  Monday.  So  far  the  expe- 
dition has  not  been  able  to  procure  a  suitable  steamer.  Meanwhile  six 
heavy  guns  liave  been  brought  from  Key  West  and  are  now  being 
landed.  As  soon  as  they  are  mounted  in  the  fort  1  will  return  to  Key 
West.  The  people  of  that  city  are  very  apprehensive  of  an  inviision 
from  the  maiuhiud,  and  1  am  persuaded  that  if  the  Government  will 
send  a  sloop  of  war  for  their  protection  the  town  will  stand  by  the 
Union.  Quite  a  number  of  Bahama  families  have  left  the  place;  others 
are  preparing  to  leave. 

Under  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs,  I  purpose  removing  the  naval 
provisions  and  clothing  into  Fort  Taylor  for  safekeeping,  and  hope  you 
will  ajiprove  of  the  measure.  I  have  taken  on  board  of  my  vessel  all 
that  can  be  stowed. 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  boiler  of  this  ship  is  becoming  so  thin  and 
weak  as  to  be  unsafe  with  a  pressure  excee«ling  10  pounds,  and  1  have 
recently  been  delayed  by  three  weeks  of  repairs;  anil  if  any  serv^ice  is 
expected  of  the  Mohawk  she  ought  immediately  to  be  provided  with 
a  new  boiler,  to  give  all  on  board  that  feeling  of  confidence  in  the  ehii> 
which  is  a  ncct-Hsary  ingredient  to  successful  enterjiri.sc. 

I  wroto  you  on  the  liOth,  requesting  two  additional  32-pounder  guns 
of  3.'i  cwt.;  the  steamer  will  carry  them  with  ease.  I  also  asked  for 
ammunition,  that  I  may  be  i>repai  ed  for  whatever  emergency  may  arise. 
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I  need  not  assure  you,  sir,  that  my  heart  and  life  are  at  the  disposal 
of  my  country  and  its  Uovomment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  AuGs,  Craven, 
Lieutenant,  Vommanding. 
Hon.  Isaac  Touoey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washinyton. 


Report  of  Flng-Offiar  Pendergraat,  U.  8.  Navy,  comnmttding  Home 
Squadron,  transmitting  copies  of  orders  fo  commanding  officers  of  U.  S. 
vessels  Sahinc  and  St.  Louis. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 

Off  Sacrificios,  Jdiiiiary  2S,  1S61. 

Sib  :  Enclosed  you  will  find  my  order  to  Captain  Adams,  of  the  Sabine, 
and  Commander  Poor,  ui'  the  St.  Louis.    They  will  both  sail  to-day  for 
Peusacola. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendeuguast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Sqtiadron. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wnshingtou,  D.  0. 

lEucloMiirB.] 

Flagship  Powhatan, 
Off  Sticrijicios,  January  3S,  ISdl. 

Sir:  I  have  recaiTed  your  letter  re|)i)rtin{r  your  ship  ready  for  sea. 
You  will  proceed  to  Pensacola  in  the  [Sabine]  \St.  Louis],  and  on  your 
arrival  there  report  iu  writing;  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  await  further  orders.  If  you  find  any  difficulty  in  entering 
or  leaving  the  port  of  Peusacola  you  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads, 
Ya.,  and  there  report  for  further  orders  to  the  Department,  or  act  at 
your  own  discretion. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.   J.    PENnEUGBAST, 

Flag-Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squadron. 
Captain  Adams, 

Sabine. 
Commander  Poor, 

St.  Louis. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,    U.   8.  Navy,   commanding  Home 
SqvMdron,  to  Lieutenant  Murray,  U,  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 

Off  Sacrificios,  January  SS,  1861. 
SiE:  You  will  report  immediately  to  Commander  Hazard  as  his 
relief  in  the  command  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Pocahontas. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Sqtiadron. 

Lieutenant  Alex.  Mubray, 

Cumberland. 
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Ord^  of  Flag-Officer  Penderffrast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  to  ijitutenant  Murray,  U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Pocahontat. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 
Off  Sacrijicios,  January  29,  1861. 
8iK:  Please  have  the  Pocahontaa  kept  in  readiness  for  sea  at  short 
notice.    Keep  her  bills  paid  up  aud  water  filled. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendergbast, 
Flag- Officer  Home  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray, 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 


Report  of  Captain  Barron,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  his  arrival  at  Pensacola  and  the 
condition  of  affaim  there. 

Navy  Yard,  WARRmr.TON,  Fla.,  January  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  in  Pensacola  on 
Sunday  night.  At  11  o'clock  Monday  morning  I  had  an  interview  with 
Colonel  Chase,  coninianding  the  forces  in  this  district,  who  has  attorded 
uie  every  necessary  facility  for  communicating  with  the  vessels  that 
may  appear  oft"  the  harbor,  and  alsn  with  Fort  Pickens. 

Neither  of  the  vessels  for  which  I  li;ive  dispatches  has  yet  api^eared. 
I  find  the  Wyandotte,  IJeuteiiant  Commanding  Bcrrynian,  here  c«M)per- 
ating  with  Fort  I'ickcus  iiiidcr  ati  order  from  (.'omniodore  Armstrong. 
I  have  directed  him  to  remain  olf  this  harbor,  as  the  most  ready  and 
certain  means  for  carrying  out  my  orders  from  yon.  I  am  happy  to 
inform  you  that  Uie  olHrers  and  others  at  Fort  Pickens  receive  their 
mail  regularly  from  this  i)ost-offlce,  and  are  allowed  to  obtain  fresh  pro- 
visions, etc.,  from  the  town  and  neigliborliood. 

I  am  reliably  informed  tliar  Governor  I'erry,  of  this  State,  has  issued 
orders  to  prevent  any  reenforcements  being  thrown  into  Fort  Pickens. 
May  I  be  permitted  to  suggest  that  if  orders  to  that  effect  have  been 
given  they  may  be  suspended;  if  they  be  so,  and  ma^le  contingent  upon 
any  absolute  necessity  for  relief  to  the  fort,  the  Brooklyn  (if  reenforce- 
ments be  on  board  her)  can  lay  oft'  and  on  the  liai'bor  until  necessity  for 
landing  shall  occur,  and  thus  stave  oft"  all  pretense  for  collision.  The 
object  of  my  visit  here,  to  warn  ves.sels  not  to  enter  the  harbor  and  to 
avoid  collision,  seems  to  have  given  great  satisfaction  and  comfort  to  all 
parties.  The  troops  in  thisdistrict,  numbering  about  1,50(1,  are,  I  under- 
stand, anxious  to  make  an  assault,  but  have  thus  far  been  successfully 
restraine<l  by  Colonel  Chase.  Should,  however,  reenforcements  be 
landed,  the  imjiatience  of  these  men,  combined  with  the  expressed 
di'termination  of  (Jovernor  Perry,  may  prove  too  strong  for  even  Colonel 
Chiise's  intiueme.  Communications  to  me  either  by  letter  or  telegraph 
will  probably  conie  safely  if  directed  to  navy  yard,  Warrington,  Fla. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  15arr<»n, 
Captain,  U,  8.  Nary. 

Hon.  Isaac  Touoey, 

Secretary  of  tlui  Navy 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Pender  grant,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
Squadrtm,  to  the  U.  S.  consul  at  V^era  Cruz,  transmitting  letter 


Home 

to  the 

TJ.  S.  minister  to  Me-rico. 

Flagship  Po-vthatan, 
Off  Sacrifieios,  January  29,  1861. 
SrR :  Yonr  favor  under  date  of  January  28  has  been  received  and 
contents  noted  with  much  plciisure,  for  which  accept  my  thanks. 

The  boat-s  of  the  Spanish  Rteauiers  have  been  goin^  backward  and 
forward  the  wliole  morning,  I  presume  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of 
the  papal  nuncio  and  the  Spanish  minister. 

1  enclose  to  you  a  letter  to  the  lion.  J.  B.  Weller,  U.  8.  minister  to 
Mexico,  which  I  beg  you  will  forward  at  the  first  convenient  oi)por- 
tunity. 
Please  inform  me  if  you  have  heard  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Weller. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendeegeast, 
Flag  Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squadron. 

Colonel  J.  T.  Pickett, 

U.  )S.  Cotmul,  Vera  Cruz. 

[Eaoloanra.] 

Flagship  Powhatan, 

Off  Sacrijleios,  January  39,  1S61. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  heard  uiioflicially  of  your  arrival  at  the 
City  of  Mexico. 

I  have  been  sent  here  by  the  Department  with  orders  to  protect  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  iu  certain  contingencies,  if  the  min- 
ister in  Mexico  recommends  it,  for  me  to  land  a  force  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  no  orders  to  withdraw  the  vessels  fiom  this  iilace,  but  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  iufonning  you  that  I  will  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  do  so  if  I  can  not  procure  money  to  sujiport  tlie  sijuadron. 

It  is  my  intention  to  take  tbrs  ship  and  the  Cumberland  to  Havana 
and  there  await  further  orders  from  the  Navy  Department.  I  will  leave 
the  I'ocahontaii  off  Vera  Cniz  for  the  present. 

I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience,  with 
any  suggestions  that  you  may  deem  proper  iu  regard  to  the  movements 
of  the  squadron  under  my  command. 

The  pre.sent  unhappy  state  of  affairs  at  home  places  me  in  great 
embarrassment,  but  1  certainly  will  not  remain  here  longer  than  money 
can  be  procured  to  pay  for  supplies  for  the  ships. 

If  at  Havana  I  fail  to  get  my  drafts  on  the  Government  cashed,  I  will 
without  orders  proceed  to  Ilampton  lioads,  Va.,  or  New  York,  and 
place  the  ships  iu  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

By  order  of  the  Department  I  have  this  day  dispatched  the  Sabine 
and  St.  Louis  to  the  IJnited  States. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendeegeast, 
Flag  Officer  Rome  Squadron. 

Hon.  J.  B.  Weller, 

U.  S.  Minister,  City  of  Mexico. 
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Report  of  the  Coloml  Commandant  Marine  Corpit,  Iraiunnittingfor  the  avtion 
of  the  Department  the  parole  of  Captain  Watson,  D.  »b'.  Marine  Corps. 

IlEADyPARTSRS  MARINE   OOEPS, 

'WaHhingion,  January  ^9,  18fjl. 

Sir:  I  enclose  to  tlie  Department  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Cai)fain 

Watson,  reporting;  liis  arrival  in  lirooklyn,  aud  enclosing  a  <oi»y  of  his 

]iaroIe  of  Imnor.     As  I  am  not  aware  of  the  United  States  beiny;  at 

war  with  Florida,  1  rep(»rt  tiie  facts  for  the  action  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jno.  Harris, 
Colonel  Commandant. 
lion.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Encloaare.] 

Marine  Barracks, 
Navy  Tardf  Netc  York,  January  28, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  from  Pensacola,  and 
that  the  marine  guard  lately  attached  to  the  navy  yard  at  Warrington 
left  there  on  the  Hith  instant  in  tlie  U.  S.  ship  Supply,  bound  to  this  j»ort. 
I  shall  await  here  your  further  orders.     I  herewith  enclose  a  co[>y  of 
parole. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Watson, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 
Hon.  John  Harris, 

Commandant  Marine  Corps,  Washington. 

[Subenolu6iir«.] 

Pensacola  Navy  Yard,  January  ic,  iSdi, 
Captain  Josiah  Watson,  of  the  U.  S.  Marino  Corps,  having  given  his 
parole  of  honor  not  to  bear  arms  against  the  State  of  Florida,  has  per- 
mission to  leave  this  place  with  his  family  aud  private  property  without 
hindrance  or  molestation. 

V.  M.  Randolph, 
Captain,  Commanding  Navy  Yard. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Barron,  U.  8.  Navy, 
transmitting  copy  of  instructions  to  oommanding  officers  off  Pensacola, 
Fla. 

Navy  Department,  January  30, 1861. 

SiK :  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic 
dispatch  signed  jointly  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  Should  this  dispatch  have  failed  to  reach  the  oflicers  to 
whom  it  is  atldressed,  you  will  furnish  thorn  with  a  copy  of  it  for  their 
guidance. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TorcBY, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Captain  Samuel  Barron,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Pensacola,  Fla, 
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[EoolDsnn.] 

Washington,  January  29,  1861. 

In  consequence  of  the  assnrancea  received  from  Mr.  Mallory  in  a  tele- 
gram of  yesterday  to  Messrs.  SI idell,  Hunter,  and  Bigler(witliare<}ueHt 
that  it  should  be  laid  before  the  Tresidcut)  that  Fort  Pickens  would 
not  be  assaulted,  and  an  offer  of  such  an  assurance  to  the  same  effect 
from  Colonel  Chase  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  hostile  collision,  upon 
receiving  satisfactory  assurances  from  Mr.  Mallory  and  Colonel  Chase 
that  Fort  Pickens  will  not  be  attacked  you  are  instructed  not  to  land 
the  company  on  board  the  lirooklyti  unless  said  fort  shall  be  attacked 
or  preparations  shall  be  made  for  its  attack.  The  provisions  necessary 
for  the  supply  of  the  fort  you  will  laud.  The  Jjrookli/u  and  the  other 
vessels  of  war  on  the  station  will  remain,  and  you  will  exercise  the 
utmost  vigilance  and  be  prepared  at  a  moment's  notice  to  land  the 
company  at  Fort  Pickens,  and  you  and  they  will  instantly  repel  any 
attack  on  the  fort. 

The  President  yesterday  sent  a  special  message  to  Congress  com- 
mending the  Virginia  resolutions  at'  compromise.  The  commissioners 
of  different  States  are  to  meet  here  on  Monday,  the  4th  February,  and 
it  is  important  that  during  their  session  a  collision  of  arms  should  be 
avoided,  unless  an  attiU'k  should  be  made,  or  there  should  be  prepara- 
tion for  such  an  attack.  In  either  event  the  Brooklyn  and  the  other 
vessels  will  ai't  ])roiuptly. 

Your  right  and  that  of  the  other  officers  in  command  at  Pensacola 
freely  to  cominuiiicate  with  the  Government  by  special  messenger,  and 
its  right  in  the  same  manner  to  commuuicate  with  yourselves  and 
them,  will  remain  intact  as  the  basis  on  which  the  present  instruction 
is  given. 

J.  Holt, 
Secretary  of  War. 

I.   TOUCEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

James  Glynn,  Commanding  the  Macolonian;  Captain  W.  S.  Walker, 
Comniandiiig  the  Brottlihpi,  and  other  Naval  Officers  in 
Command,  and  Lieutenant  Adam  J.  Slemmer,  First  Regi- 
ment Artillery,  IT.  S.  Army,  Commandiug  Fort  Pickens, 
Pensacola,  Fla. 


Bxtraxtfrom  instruviions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Lieutenant  Slemmer, 
U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Pickens,  to  act  on  the  defenmve. 


War  Dei'AETMENT,  January  2!),  1861 
Sir:  •  •  •  You  are  instructed  to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive 
and  avoid  as  far  as  possible  a  collision  with  the  hostile  troops  concen- 
trated at  Pensacola  and  the  adjacent  forts.  Should  you,  however,  be 
attaekwl,  you  will  make  the  best  defense  of  which  your  position  and 
resources  are  capable.  Tlie  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  now  at 
Pensacola,  or  which  may  hereafter  arrive  there,  it  is  expected  will  cor- 
dially cooperate  with  you.  Vou  will  observe  that  it  is  expressly 
understood  as  the  basis  of  the  instructions  forwarded  to  you  that  the 
communication  between  yourself  and  others  in  command  at  Pensacola 
and  the  Government  is  to  be  kept  open  and  unobstructed;  you  will 
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avail  yourself  of  this  provision  and  report  by  special  messenger  to  the 
Department.    •     •     • 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Holt, 
Secrttary  of  War. 
Lieutenant  Adam  J.  Slemmeb, 

First  Regiment  of  Artillery,  U.  N.  Army,  Oomdg.  Fort  Pickeiu. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tfavy  to  lAeutenant  Berryman,  U.  8.  N'avy, 
commanding  V.  S.  8.  Wyandotte,  to  remain  off  Fensacola,  Flu. 

Navy  Department,  January  30,  J8(>1. 
Sir:  Should  any  of  the  orders*  of  the  18th  instant,  addressed  to 
you  in  triplicate  and  sent  to  Key  West,  Havana,  and  Cienfuegos, 
directing  you  to  proceed  to  New  York,  reach  you,  you  will  consider 
them  revoked  and  rcmaiu  oil'  PensacoUi,  Fla.,  until  further  orders. 
I  am,  resi*ectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOUOEY, 
\8eoretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Lieutenant  O,  H.  Beukyman, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wyandotte,  off  Warrington,  Fla. 


: 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy 
commanding  V.  8.  8.  Mohawk,  to  remain  in  Florida  waterg. 

Navy  Department,  January  31, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  communications t  of  the  20th  and  23d 
instant.  Your  course  as  therein  indicated  meets  with  tlie  approval  of 
the  Department,  and  it  is  much  gratified  at  your  zetil  in  adopting 
measures  for  the  protection  of  the  public  property  and  at  your  spirit 
of  loyalty  to  the  Government.  The  additional  guns  and  ordnance 
stores  desired  will  be  sent  from  New  York  to  Key  West  per  steamer. 

On  the  18th  instant  the  Deiiartmeut  sent  duplicate  orders  to  you  at 
Key  West  and  Havana  to  proceed  with  the  Moktiirk  to  New  York. 
You  will  consider  these  as  revoked  and  will  remain  in  the  vicinity  of 
Key  West  and  Tortugas  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating  in  the  protection 
of  public  i)roperty, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TouoEY, 
[  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Lieutenant  T.  A.  M.  CRA\rEN, 

Commanding  V.  8.  8.  Mohawk,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Captain  Olynn,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Maeedoniaji, 
of  arrival  at  Tortugas  Keys,  and  intended  departure  for  Pensacolafor 
protection  of  public  property. 

U.  S.  Ship  Macedonian, 
Tortugas  Keys,  Flu.,  February  1,  1861. 
8m :  I  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  expect  to  sail  to-morrow  morning 
early. 

The  delay  has  been  opportune  for  putting  the  ship  in  a  better  condi- 
tion to  repel  assault,  if  necessary,  than  we  have  been  able  to  do  before. 


•Seep.  65. 


f  See  pp.  65,  ( 
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I  hear  of  many  changes  that  have  taken  phice  at  Pensacola,  prob- 
ably since  the  order  of  the  Department  to  uie  by  telegram  dat^d  5th 
January,  which  have  led  nie  to  reHect  more  uiion  that  order  than  would 
be  necessary  under  ordinary  circumstances.  Hut  there  seems  to  be  one 
course  only  to  pursue — to  go  there  and  protect  the  public  i)roperty, 
and  that  I  will  do  if  possible. 

Great  inconvenience  is  felt  from  the  want  of  public  funds  in  the  ship. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  accommodation  of  Captain  M.  C.  Meigs,  Engi- 
neer Corps,  on  duty  here,  we  might  have  been  obliged  to  pay  the  pilot- 
age in  with  the  provisions  or  stores  of  the  ship. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jambs  Glynn, 

Captmn. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Instructions  ofth^  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Pender grast, 

U,  S,  Navy,  commanding  Home  Squadron,  regarding  movements  of 

United  Staten  rcsscls. 

Navy  Department,  February  2, 18G1. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  hereof  you  will  direct  the  Powhatan  to  proceed 
to  New  York  iiiid  the  PovdhimtaM  to  Hampton  Roads,  imnicdiatoly. 
You  will  proceed  with  your  flagshi]),  the  Cumberland,  to  Hampton 
Boads  also,  and  there  await  the  further  instructions  of  the  Department. 

The  Macedonian,  which  sailed  from  I'ortsmouth,  N.  H.,  on  the  t3th  of 
January  for  I'ensacola,  will  be  ordered  by  the  Department  to  repair  to 
Vera  Cruz. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obe<lieut  servant, 

[I.   TOUOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary.\ 
Flag-Officer  G.  J.  Penderorast, 

Commanding  Home  Squadron,  Vera  Orm,  Mexico. 


Report  of  Captain  Olynn,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  8.  ship  Macedonian. 

V.  S.  Ship  Macedonian, 
TortugaH  Keys,  Fla.,  Fehruary  2,  ISfil. 
Sir  :  The  Brookh/n  has  just  arrived,  and  I  have  received  your  order  of 
21st  January.     1  am  now  underway,  bound  to  the  ofling  of  Pensacola. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Glynn, 

Capt^iin, 
Hon.  Isaac  Touoey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  O. 


Beport  of  Captain  Barron,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  Colonel 
Chase,  commanding  forces  of  Florida,  regarding  cessation  of  hostilities. 

Navy  Yard,  Wabeington,  Fla.,  February  2,  1S61. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  have  the  hoiK)r  to  send  yon  a  copy  of  letters  from 
Colonel  Chase,  commanding  the  forces  in  this  district,  and  the  Hon. 
8.  R.  Mallory.     I  have  delivered  a  copy  to  Lieutenant  Slemmer,  com- 
manding Fort  Pickens,  and  shall  deliver  the  originals  of  these  and  the 
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telegram  from  tbo  honorables  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  to  the  sonior  naval  officer  that  may  arrive  here.  Neither 
of  the  vessels  for  whom  I  have  diHpatches  has  yet  arrived.  1  under- 
stand that  some  of  the  forces  which  have  assembled  here  from  other 
States  will  in  a  short  time  return  to  their  homes,  in  eonserjuenee  of 
the  armistice  established  by  these  papers.  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  my  mission  here  has  been  productive  of  mncli  comfort  and  has 
prevented  a  collision  of  arms.  Colonel  Oha.se  ami  Captain  Randolph 
have  extended  to  me  every  facility  for  executing  my  orders,  and  are 
uniformly  courteous  and  kind.  The  Wi/andolte  is  now  at  the  wharf 
taking  in  coal  and  water,  upon  my  representation  that  I  wish  to  use 
her'  as  a  dispatch  vessel  for  eommnuicating  with  vessels  that  may 
appear  oft'  the  harbor,  and  other  purjioses. 

1  wrote  you  the  day  after  my  arrival  here  a  letter  containing  sugges- 
tions which  have  been  anticipated  by  your  telegram.  I  shall  remain 
here  until  a  senior  oHicer  to  myself  shall  arrive.  1  tliink  the  vessels 
ex])ected  oft'  this  harbor  may  be  looked  for  in  the  course  of  three  or 
four  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  liAERON, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucet, 

Seoretart/  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[EDcluflart^.J 

Headquabters  Pensacola  District,  January  29, 1861, 
Sib:  I  enclose  herewith  a  note,  relating  to  a  dispatch  sent  to  him 
from  Washington,  from  the  Hon.  S.  II.  Mallory. 

This  dispatch*  I  also  enclose,  it  having  been  delivered  to  me  by  Mr. 
Mallory  for  that  purpose.  These  documents  speak  f(»r  themselves,  and 
I  would  request  that  you  would  couimanicate  them  to  the  oilicers,  or 
any  one  of  them,  to  whom  the  telegram  is  addressed,  and  also  my 
assurance  that,  on  cuudition  that  the  companies  on  board  the  V.  S.  .S. 
Jirooklyn  iittende<l  to  reenforce  Fort  Pickens  shall  not  be  landed,  Fort 
Pickens  shall  not  be  att^icked  and  the  preparations  for  an  attack  shall 
be  discontinued. 

Comuninications  by  special  messenger  between  the  army  and  the 
naval  officers  on  the  Pensacola  station  and  the  U.  S.  Government,  to 
and  from,  shall  not  l>e  obstructed  in  any  way. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Chase, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forces  of  Florida. 

Captain  Samuel  Bakron,  D.  S,  Navy, 

Navy  Yard,  Wurringlon. 

{Subsnolorare.] 

Pensacola,  January  39, 1861. 
Being  asstire<l  myself  that  no  attack  will  be  made  on  Fort  Pickens 
unless  an  attenii)t  to  reenforce  its  garrison  shall  lirst  be  made,  I  give 
this  assurance  to  the  officers  named  in  the  dispatch  to  which  Colonel 
Chase  refers,  together  with  the  further  assurance  of  the  discontinuance 
of  Colonel  Chase's  preparations  for  such  attack,  and  of  the  unrestricted 
commuoicatiou  to  which  he  also  refers. 

S.  R.  Mallory. 

•See  p.  74. 
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Order  of  tJie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Sai^ds,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
proceed  to  Pensacola,  Fla.,  as  bearer  of  enclosed  dispatch. 

Navy  Depaetment,  February  J,  1861. 
Sir  :  Herewith  enclosed  is  a  dispaU-h  from  the  Department  to  Cap- 
tain JamesGlynn,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S[hip]  .Vaterfo»i«n,oflf  Pensacola 
Harbor.  You  will  proceed  with  it  to  Pensacola  and  deliver  it  to  Cap- 
tain Glynn,  or  in  his  absence  to  Captain  Samuel  Barron  or  the  senior 
commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  present,  after  which  you  will 
return  to  Washington.  The  Navy  agent  at  Washington  has  been  author- 
ized to  advance  you  $150  on  account  of  traveling  expenses. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TorcEY, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Commander  B.  F.  Sands,  U.  8.  Navj', 

'Washington. 

[Eacloiure.J 

Navy  Depaetment,  February  4, 1861. 
SiE :  On  the  appearance  of  either  the  Sabine  or  St.  Jjouis  off  Pen- 
sacola Harbor,  ytm  will  proceed  with  the  Macedonian  to  Vera  Cruz  and 
remain  there  until  further  instructions. 

Should  you  find  Flug-Otficer  Pendergrast  at  Vera  Cruz,  you  will 
deliver  the  accompanying  dispatch*  to  him;  otherwise  you  will  return 
it  to  the  Deimrtuient. 

The  Macedonian,  under  your  command,  forms  a  part  of  the  Ilome 
Squadron,  and  you  will  reiwrt  accordingly  to  Flag-Oiiicer  Pendergrast, 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TorcKT, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Captaiu  James  Glynn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S[hip\  Macedonian,  off  Pensacola  Harbor. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Supply, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  New  York  from  Pensacola,  and  giving 
account  of  affairs  at  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 

U,  8.  Storeship  Supply, 
Nary  Yard,  New  York,  February  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship,  nineteen 
days  from  Warrington  IPensacola]  navy  yard,  and  I  beg  leave  most 
respectfully  to  explain  tiie  circumstances  of  my  return  to  this  i>ort. 

Two  or  three  days  previous  to  the  surrender  of  the  Warrington  navy 
yard  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  were  zealously  engaged,  day 
and  night,  transporting  military  stores,  provisions,  and  otherwise  assist- 
ing in  the  defenses  at  Port  Pickens. 

About  2  o'clock  on  the  12th  January  the  navy  yard  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  tnxips  of  Florida.  As  soon  as  the  flags  were  struck  I 
signalized  to  the  Wyandotte  (then  underway)  to  l)ring  off  the  marines 
to  strengthen  Fort  Pickens.  But  being  informed  that  they  had  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  that  the  navy  yard  and  all  the  public  property, 
with  the  hospital  and  forta  (except  Pickens),  were  captured  by  the 

*8e«p.  7& 


militia  of  Florida,  I  put  to  sea  in  tow  of  the  Wyandotte  and  anchored 
beyond  the  raufje  of  cannon  shot.  But  I  could  not  desert  our  officers 
and  men,  who  were  so  suddenly  deprived  of  tlu-ir  lionies  witliont  pay 
or  credit,  [and]  short  of  pro%'ision8,  under  such  iKiiiitul  humiliation, 
without  an  effort  on  my  part  to  relieve  them.  As  this  ship  had  none  of 
her  stores,  and  but  21)0  tons  of  c»)al  on  hoard,  barely  suilicieiit  for  bal- 
last, and  being  prevented  from  carrying  out  my  orders  at  Warrington, 
I  resolved  to  return  to  New  York  for  the  double  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  stores,  coal,  etc.,  required  by  the  Gulf  Squadron  an<l  of  offering  a 
passjige  to  the  officers,  emjiloyes,  seamen,  and  marities  of  the  navy  yard, 
who,  being  faithful  to  their  allegiance,  were  considered  prisoners  of 
war  on  parole;  and  also  to  communicate  tlie  condition  of  affairs  at 
Warrington  to  the  Navy  Department  with  all  dis]iatch,  as  the  United 
States  mails  to  that  jdace  had  for  some  time  ])ast  been  intcrrui)ted. 

Fort  Pickens  is  defended  with  about  100  men  who  are  provisioned  for 
six  mouths,  and  will  resist  any  attack  upon  the  fort  by  a  force  of  less 
than  4,000  men.    Tntojis  were  daily  arriving  by  steamer  from  Mobile. 

We  transported  all  the  powder  trom  Fort  liarrancas  to  Fort  Pickena 
and  destroyed  all  that  was  in  the  magazine  at  Fort  McRee. 

With  the  eticlo.sed  list  of  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  I  also  send  a 
list  of  the  passengers  and  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  our  Navy  who 
are  reported  to  have  joined  the  Morida  navy,  who  continue  to  occupy 
their  quarters  with  the  same  rank  they  held  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

1  reported  the  sailing  of  this  vessel  and  the  circumstances  by  letter 
to  you  from  Warrington,  but  the  mails  not  beiug  reliable,  I  respectfully 
repeat  the  same  in  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Walke, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  genior  officer  present  off  Pensaeola, 
of  arrival  there  of  U.  8.  frigate  Sabine. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 
Off  Pensaeola,  February  (1,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  this  ship  oflf 
Pensaeola  this  day. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucet, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Seport  of  Lieutenant  Graven,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U,  8,  8.  Mohaick, 
regarding  movements  of  United  States  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohawk, 
Off  the  Navy  Yard,  Neic  York,  February  7,  1861. 
SiK:  For  the  information  of  the  Department  1  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  U.  S.  8.  Brooklyn  was  at  Key  West  on  the  3l8t  ultimo 
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coaling;  woiilrt  leave  the  next  night  for  the  Tortngas.    The.  Mticedonmn 
was  8[)oken  by  the  ('riimder  at  midnight  of  the  29th,  bound  to  the  Tor- 
tngas.   The  VrmmUr  was  at  Key  West  on  the  3l8t,  to  sail  in  a  few  days 
for  New  York. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  AUGS.  CUAVEN, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.   ISAAO  TOUOEY, 

Heoretary  of  the  Navy,  WaMhington. 


Letter  from  Captain  Vogdea,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  forts  inPensacola 
Uar'bvr,  to  tin-  commanding  ojfficcr  of  t tie  U.  ti,  naval  forces  on  that  sta- 
tion, regarding  defense  of  Fort  Pickens, 

U.  8.  S.  Bhookxyn,  February  8, 1861. 
Sni:  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Lieutenant  Langdon,  of  the 
U.  S.  Army,  who  will  show  to  you,  if  you  desire  it,  the  order  by  which 
I  am  asaignetl  to  tlie  cimiiiiand  of  the  forts  in  this  harbor.  Under  the 
instructions  which  I  hiive  received  from  the  War  Department  I  am  led 
to  believe  that  iustructuma  have  been  given  to  the  naval  commanders 
on  this  station  to  cooperate  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Pickens,  the  only 
one  of  the  forts  now  in  possession  of  the  United  States.  If  I  am  cor- 
rect ill  this  inference,  1  should  like  to  be  informed  as  to  yonr  views,  and 
the  forces  and  disposition  you  may  be  disposed  to  assign  for  the  defense 
of  that  place.  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  Fort  Pickens  is  in  a 
very  poor  state  of  defense  with  its  present  weak  garrison,  and  that  I 
should  desire  to  have  the  ships,  and  especially  the  Brooklyn,  upon 
which  my  company  is  at  jireseut,  as  near  to  Fort  Pickens  as  it  is  possi- 
ble for  her  to  be  stationed.  Of  course  you  must  be  governed  in  this 
case  by  the  instructions  which  you  may  have  received  from  the  Navy 
Department,  I  should  desire  to  have  a  consultation  with  you  at  as 
early  a  j)eriod  as  uiay  he  convenient  to  you.  I  should  also  suggest  that 
it  would  be  desirable  that  we  should  both  visit  Fort  Pickens,  in  order 
that  we  may  agree  uiion  a  system  of  defense  proper  to  carry  out  the 
views  of  the  Government.  If  you  desire  it.  Lieutenant  Laugdou  will 
remain  for  your  reply  to  this  communication. 

I.  VOGDES, 
Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Forts  in  Pensacola  Harbor. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  tqe 

Naval  Foeces  on  this  Station. 


Report  of  Captain  Olynn,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Macedonian, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vcsstl  off  I'cnsacola,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Snip  Macedonian, 
Off  Pensacola  Harbor,  February  !>,  1861. 

Sre :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Macedoninn  ofl'  Pen- 
sacola. 1  have  had  communication  with  the  Wyandotte,  a.xtd  exchanged 
signals  with  the  Habine  to  leeward.  Two  other  snips  in  sight  in  the 
same  directiou  are  supposed  to  be  the  Brooklyn  and  the  Ht.  Louit. 
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I  learn  from  Cuptain  Berrymnn  that  the  Brooklyn  has  not  landed  the 
troopa  she  had  on  board  for  Fort  Pickens,  and  presume  the  rejisons  will 
be  communicated  to  the  Navy  Department  by  the  same  conveyance  that 
will  carry  this  letter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jajcbs  Glynn, 

CapUiin. 
Hon.  Isaac  Tottcey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W(uhi7tytonj  D,  0. 


Report  of  rAcutmant  Incin,  U.  8.  Xary,  late  of  U.  8.  S.  Wyandotte,  trans- 
mitting, in  ej-planation  of  his  absence  from  duty,  copies  of  orders  to 
and  detachment  from  that  vessel. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  February  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  youi-  communi- 
cation of  the  sth  instant,  and  t«  enclose  you  my  orders  to  and  detach- 
ment from  the  U.  S.  8.  Wyandotte.  In  justice  to  myself  I  deem  a 
farther  explanation  necessary.  I  visited  Warrington  for  the  purjiose 
of  moving  my  wile  and  children  to  my  home  in  Pittsburg,  but  was 
detained  by  sickness  in  my  family.  On  the  9th  ultimo  1  rei>orted  tor 
duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  and  was  employed  traiisijorting 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Barrancas  to  Fort  Pickens.  On  the  1 1th  ultimo 
I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Berryman  that  he  had 
ordere  to  fill  uj)  with  coal  and  proceed  to  his  station  (*ii  the  south  coast 
of  Cuba.  Eaily  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  ultimo  I  was  informed  that 
he  was  ordered  not  to  tire  a  gun  unless  his  own  vessel  was  attacked, 
and  in  the  event  of  the  surrender  of  the  navy  yard  he  was  t.o  proceed 
to  his  station.  AtthistimeLieut-enantJ.  K.  Kggleston  was  stiU  attached 
to  the  Wyandotte  and  had  not  sent  in  his  resignation.  1  was  also 
informed  that  another  lieutenant  wtnild  take  pa^ssage  in  her  as  far  as 
Key  West,  and  at  Key  West  Lieutenant  Abner  Itead  was  to  join  her. 
Knowing  all  this,  I  asked  Lieut-enant  Commanding  Berryman  if  he 
couhl  dispense  with  my  services,  for  I  knew  that  my  family  would  be 
in  great  danger  from  the  lawless  mob  of  Warrington.  Licut«'nant  Com- 
mandiug  Berryman  sent  me  with  a  communication  to  Commodore  Arm- 
sti'ong,  in  answer  to  which  I  received  the  enclosed  detachment. 

I  endeavored  to  get  a  conveyance  for  Peusacola  in  order  to  proceed 
to  Pittsburg  by  land,  but  it  was  utterly  impossible.  Shortly  afterwards 
I  heard  that  the  navy  yard  had  been  surrendered  and  saw  the  Wyan- 
dotte towing  the  i^upply  out  of  the  harlwr.  The  next  morning  both 
vessels  returned  under  a  flag  of  truce.  Hearing  that  Commander  Walke 
had  determined  to  take  the  families  of  the  Army  ollicers  and  the  prison- 
ers to  New  York,  and  not  wishing  t<i  bo  taken  prisoner  by  the  forces  of 
Florida,]  took  a  boat  from  the  beach  and  moved  my  family  on  board  the 
V.  S.  f*[hip]  Supply.  When  I  joined  tlie  Wyandotte  1  8upi>osed  that  we 
were  to  defend  the  Government  property,  and  I  worked  cheerfully  night 
and  day  to  prepare  for  it,  but  when  I  found  that  the  navy  yard  was  to  Ite 
surrendered  without  a  blow,  and  that  the  Wyandotte  was  ordered  to  her 
station,  1  deemed  that  I  had  a  right  to  think  of  my  helpless  family. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Ibwtn, 

Lieutenant, 

Hon.  Seohetaky  op  the  Navt, 

WashingUni,  D.  0. 
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[Encloamrea.] 

Commandant's  Office,  Pensaoola  Navy  Tabd, 

WanitKjton,  Fla.,  January  !),  JSfil. 
Sir:  You  will  report  t<i  Lieutenant  Commanding  O.  H.  Berryuiau  for 
temporary  duty  ou  boiird  tlie  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  under  bis  commaud. 
I  am,  rb8i)ectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Armstbong, 

Oommandant. 
Lieutenant  John  Ikwin,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Warrington,  Fla. 


Commandant's  Office,  Pensacola  Navy  Yard, 

Warrington,  Fla.,  January  12, 1H61. 
Sm:  The  commanding:  officer  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Wyandotte  having  re- 
ported to  me  that  he  can  dispense  with  your  services,  my  order  of  the 
9th  instjvnt,  directing  you  to  rejiort  for  temporary  duty  on  boai-d  that 
vessel,  is  hereby  revoked. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Aemsteong, 

Commandant. 
Lieutenant  John  Iewin,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Warrington,  Fla. 

{Endorseiucut.J 

Answer  that  the  order  of  Captain  Armstrong  detaching  liim  from 
the  Wyandottf  of  course  relieves  him  from  censure.  Without  it,  how- 
ever, he  would  not  have  been  justified  in  his  course, 

L  T[OUOEY]. 


Letter  from  Captain  Walker,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Brooilyn, 
to  Captain  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  regarding  reen/oroements  for  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  S,  S.  Brooklyn, 
Off  Pensacola,  Febrvary  1:3. 1861. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  to-day  I  have  resi)ectfnlly  to  inform 
you  that  I  can  furnish  from  this  ship  ninety-three  men  fully  armed  and 
equipped. 

This  is  exclusive  of  the  marines,  who  number  forty-three,  and  also 
of  the  firemen  and  coal  heavers,  whose  services  are  required  in  the 
engineer's  department. 

Very  respectfiilly,  youi  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  Walker, 

Captain, 
Oaptain  n.  A.  Adamb, 

Senior  Officer  Present,  Comdg.  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola,  Fla. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  8,  Mohawk,  transmitting  letters  of  commendation 
from  JirigadierOeneral  Totien  and  Captain  Meigs,  U.  8.  Engineer 
Corps. 

Navy  Department,  February  15, 1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  corammiication  addressed  to  tliis 

Department  ou  the  13th  iustaut  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Jo8«i)h  Q, 
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Totten,  Chief  Eugineer  of  the  Army,  and  also  a  copy  of  tlie  letter  of  Cap- 
tain M.  C.  Meigs  that  accompanied  it,  a<!knowle<lgiiig  valuable  assist- 
ance rendered  by  you  with  the  Mohawk  in  connection  with  the  security  of 
Fort  Taylor  and  Fort  JeBersou.  The  Department  is  pleased  to  be  the 
channel  of  communication  in  this  instance. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[I.  TOUCEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.\ 
Lieutenant  T.  A.  M.  Ceaven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk,  New  York. 

[Encloaar«.] 

Engineee  Depaetmbnt,  Washington,  February  13, 1861. 

SlE:  I  take  pleasure  in  enclosiug  for  the  iiit'oniiation  of  the  Depart- 
ment a  letter  from  Cai>tain  M.  C  Meigs,  Corps  of  Engineers,  stationed 
at  Fort  Jeflerson,  Tortngas,  Fla,,  in  which  he  e.cpresses  the  great  obli- 
gations he  is  under  to  Captain  Ciaveu,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk,  and 
Captain  Maffitt,  of  the  Crtmader,  for  valuable  assistance  rendered  by 
those  officers  with  the  vessels  under  their  command,  by  •watching  over 
the  safety  of  the  fort  while  without  a  garrison. 

Captain  [Edward  B.J  Hunt,  Corps  of  Engineers,  stationed  at  Key 
West,  Fla.,  has  acknowledged  in  several  of  his  letters  and  reports 
similar  important  services  on  the  part  of  these  ofiicers  in  connection 
with  the  security  of  Fort  Taylor. 

To  the  testimony  of  its  officers  this  Department  desires  to  add  an 
expression  of  its  own  sense  of  the  obligations  the  service  is  under  to 
Cajitains  Craven  and  Mattitt  for  their  prompt  and  efficient  assistance 
in  aiding  and  protecting  the  two  works  referred  to,  at  a  time  when  such 
assistance  was  of  the  utmost  importance  in  couscijuenceof  the  want  of 
a  proper  garrison  at  one  of  them  and  of  both  garrison  and  armament 
at  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  G.  Totten, 
Brevet  Brigadier-Qeneral,  and  Chief  Engineer. 

Hon-  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[SubflneloBore. ) 

Poet  Jefferson, 
Harbor  of  the  Tortugas,  Jantutry  25,  1861. 

SiK:  The  Mohawk,  Captain  Craven,  will  sail  for  Key  West  to-day, 
and  will  probably  dispatch  a  mail  by  the  steamer  of  the  28th  from 
Havana  for  New  York. 

I  beg  the  Department  to  acknowledge  to  the  Navy  Department,  and 
especially  to  Captain  Craven  himself,  its  obligations  for  valuable  assist- 
ance rendered  at  this  time. 

He  sailed  to  this  post  from  Key  West,  at  my  request,  to  watch  over 
it  while  it  was  so  destitute  of  arms. 

The  two  tieldpieces  brought  by  the  command  of  Major  Arnold  would 
have  been  incapable  of  seriously  damaging  any  vessels  bringing  an 
expedition  to  seize  the  fortress. 

At  10: 30  a.  m,  to-day  the  last  of  the  8-inch  guns  brought  from  Fort 
Taylor  was  in  position,  and  this  would  not  have  been  so  soon  accom- 
plished without  the  assistance  of  a  gang  of  sailors  kindly  lent  me  by 
Captain  Craven. 
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To  Captain  Maffltt,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  wc  are  also  under  obliga- 
tions for  convoying  the  vesseln  brin^ciug  the  armament  and  ammonitiou 
which  render  this  place  safe  from  attack. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  Mkigs, 
Captain  of  Unyineers. 
Brigadier-General  J.  G.  TOTTEN, 

Chief  Engineer,  iVashington,  J).  C. 


In»truotion«  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  commanding  officers  of 
United  States  vesneh  off  Fensaoola,  Fla. 

Navy  Department,  February  16, 1861. 
Sir:  Ton  will  maintain  such  a  p<58itiou  off  Pensacola  Harbor  as  can 
be  done  consintently  with  the  Siifety  of  the  vessel  under  your  command, 
that  you  may  readily  throw  in  reenforcements  and  cooperate  with  the 
Army  troops  in  resisting  any  attack  on  Fort  Pickens. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOUOBY.. 

Captain  Henry  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  off  Fensacola  Harbor. 
Captain  William  S.  Walker, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn,  off  Fensacola  Harbor. 
Oomnuiiuier  Charles  H.  Poor, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  St.  Louis,  off  Fensacola  Harbor 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  of  arrival  there  of  U.  S,  S. 

Crusader. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  February  16, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 
Lieutenant  Oommauding  Maftitt,  arrived  here  this  morning. 

I  refjuest  authority  to  approve  the  bill  for  piloting  her  from  sea  at  the 
usual  rates  for  national  armed  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  L.  Breese, 

Comtnandant. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,  

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washiiujton. 


Report  of  Commander  Foor,  U.  8.  Navy,  eommanding  U.  S.  ship  St.  Loitta, 
regarding  reenforcementu  for  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  S.  Shii'  St.  Louis, 
Off  Poimcola,  February  19,  1861. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  commnnicsition  received  February  13, 1  have 
to  state  that  I  can  furnish  tliiity  men  and  twenty  marint-s,  and  they  wiU 
be  equipped  and  ready  to  land  at  any  niouient  they  maybe  required. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  Poor, 

Commander. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Senior  Officer  FresenU 
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Beport  of  Captain  Atlavm,  U.  S.  Xury,  senior  offwer  present  off  Petua- 
eolUjFla.,  regardimj  the  vaisth  under  his  commaml. 

U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Penxacola,  February  I'J,  isci. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Captain  Glynn  sailed  on 
the  evening  of  thelllli  iustuiit  in  the  Macedonian  for  Vera  Oruz. 

It  devolves  on  me  as  senior  oflieer  ()resent  to  give  you  an  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  sliips  now  remaining  off  Peusaeola. 

The  tflahine  is  in  good  condition,  hut  begins  to  want  calking.  She 
has  water  for  thirty-five  days  and  tifty  rounds  of  aiuniunitiou  for  the 
great  guns.  I  enclose  a  list  of  the  number  of  days'  provisions  of  each 
kind  now  ou  board. 

The  Brooklyn  has  coal  for  eight  days.  She  has  fifty  days'  provisions. 
I  have  ordered  all  over  that  to  be  transferred  to  this  ship  and  the  St.  Louis. 

The  St.  Louis  is  in  good  condition.  1  enclose  a  list  of  provisions  on 
boanl,  which,  aa  well  as  the  Sabine^H  list,  includes  those  to  be  received 
from  the  Hrooklyn, 

The  Wyandotte  lies  inside  the  harbor  and  carries  a  flag  of  truce,  com- 
municating with  the  8hi|)s  outside  when  necessary.  She  has  hitherto 
been  allowed  to  procure  coal  and  water  from  the  navy  yard. 

No  provisions  or  water  can  be  obtained  nearer  than  Key  West  or 
Havana,  whicli  may  be  estimated  at  eight  or  ten  days'  sail.  No  provi- 
sions could  be  had  at  Vera  C'ruz  when  I  sailed.  Bread  for  twenty  five 
days  and  some  other  articles  were  supplied  us  by  the  Vumberland.  In 
general,  the  ships  can  remain,  either  at  anchor  or  underway,  near 
enough  to  the  harbor  to  communicate  with  the  Wyandotte,  lying  inside, 
by  signal;  but  when  a. southeast  gale  blows  it  is  necessary  to  run  offshore. 
The  last  one,  which  occurred  on  the  10th  instant,  dispersed  the  ships 
and  drove  some  of  them  almost  down  to  .Mobile.  The  ships  will  at  the 
best  times  be  2  miles  from  Fort  I'ickens,  and  if  advantage  should  be 
taken,  as  it  most  probably  would  be,  of  their  temporary  absence  in  a 
southeaster,  or  during  the  prevalence  of  a  strong  north  wind,  to  make 
an  assault  on  Fort  Pickens,  it  might  be  taken  by  a  coup  de  main  before 
it  would  be  possible  to  land  reenforcemeuts  by  boats.  An  expedition 
could  leave  the  navy  yard  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  in  less  than 
two  hours  the  fate  of  the  i)lace  be  decided.  There  should  be  another 
steamer  of  light  draft  hero  to  remain  outside  in  readiness  at  all  times 
to  tow  boats  in.  The  Wyandotte  is  tfK)  necessary  inside  for  purposes  of 
observation  and  communication  to  be  withdriiwn  for  this  purpose. 
ShouM  the  existing  jiacitic  arrangements  come  to  an  end  the  peoi)le  on 
shore  will  have  the  advantage  of  knowing  it  long  before  we  can.  There 
seems  to  be  no  agreement  that  notice  shall  be  given  of  its  termination 
by  either  party. 

In  case  of  necessity  I  propose  to  land  200  men  from  this  ship,  140 
from  the  Brooklyn,  and  ."iO  from  the  St.  Louus.  All  the  marines  of  the 
8lii]m  are  included  in  these  numbers. 

Should  I  not  be  able  to  obtain  fiesh  water  from  shore  1  shall  be 
obliged  to  go  in  quest  of  some  elsewhere  by  the  loth  of  March. 

We  are  now  upon  an  allowance. 

I  send  this  comnuinication  by  Commander  Hazard,  who  goes  home 
sick  from  the  Pocahontas. 

Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  sorvitfit, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  IsAjic  ToucEY, 

Secretary  of  tftc  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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Report  of  Flay- Officer  Pcndergrtuit,    U.   8,   A'iit'j/,   commandiny   Home 
Squadron,  of  execution  of  Deparimenfg  ordem. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Citmbeeland, 
Off  Sacrificioa,  February :»)  [31  \,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  ship 
Macedonian,  Captain  James  Glynn,  arrived  at  this  auchorage  this 
morning  from  Pensacola.     lu  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Depart- 
ment under  date  of  February  2,  handed  me  by  that  officer,  I  have 
directed  Captain  Mercer,  of  the  Powhatan,  to  prepare  his  ship  for  sea 
with  all  ])088ible  dispatch  and  proceed  to  New  York;  also  the  Poca- 
hontas to  Hampton  Hoads,  Va.,  and  will  follow  with  my  flagship  to 
Ilampt^^u  Itoads  as  soon  as  the  ships'  bills  can  be  settled  on  shore. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiilly,  sir,  yonr  obe<lient  servant, 

G.  J.  Penbergkast, 
Flag-  Ojfficer  Home  Squadron. 
Hon,  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  tlte  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Pendergraat,    U.   8.   Navy,   commanding  Ifome 
Squadron,  of  transfer  of  his  flag  to  U,  8.  Ship  Cumberland. 

Flagship  Cumberland, 
Off  Sacrijicioti,  February  21, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  hoisted  my 
flag  on  board  of  this  ship  on  the  tith  day  of  February. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Penuebgrast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Report   of  Flag-Officcr  Pendergrast,   U.   8.  Navy,  commanding   Home 
Squadron,  regarding  funds  for  squadron. 

Flagship  Cumberland, 
Off  Saerijinos,  February  ill,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  t«  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  been 
able  to  procure  snflicient  money  to  meet  the  wants  of  this  squadron 
for  the  present  at  a  discount  of  8^  per  cent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergkast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  0. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Home  Squad- 
ron, transmitting  copies  of  orders  to  commirndlnff  officers  of  U,  S.  steamers 
Powhatan  and  Pocahontas  and  U.  8.  ship  Mavi'ilonian. 

Flagship  Cumbekland, 
At  Sea,  off  Vera  Cruz,  February  25, 1861. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Poichatan 
towed  us  to  sea  today  from  Sacrifitios,  and  we  will  make  the  best  of 
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our  way  t-o  Hampton  Roads,  Va.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders  to 
Captain  Mercer,  ol'  tlie  Poichatan,  Ut  proceed  to  New  York,  and  also 
to  Lieutenant  Couiniaudinfj  Muiray,  of  the  Pocahontas,  to  proceed  to 
Hampton  Roads,  Ya.,  and  to  Captain  Glynn,  of  the  Maoedonian,  on  my 
leaving  Vera  Cruz. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  PknderitRAST, 
Flag-Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squudron. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Bnoloanm.] 

FLAaSHIP  CtTMBEKLAND, 
Off  Sacrifcios,  February  24,  1861. 

Bra :  I  have  received  your  letter  reporting  your  ship  ready  for  sea. 
Yon  will  proceed  in  the  Powhatun  to  New  York,  and  on  yonr  arrival 
there  report  in  writing  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Should  you  find  it  necessary  to  replenish  your  coal  you  may  touch  at 
Havana  for  that  purpose. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendebgrast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squadron. 

Captain  Samttel  Mebcer, 

Comvmndi7ig  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 


} 
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Flagship  Cuhbebland, 

Off  Sacrijicios,  February  22,  1861. 
SiB:  I  have  received  your  letter  reporting  your  ship  ready  for  sea. 
You  will  j)roceed  in  the  Pocahontas  to  Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  and  on 
your  arrival  there  report  iu  writing  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  Should  you  find  it  necessary  to  replenish  your  coal  you 
may  touch  at  Havana  for  that  purpose. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendkegbast, 
Flag-Offlcer,  Commander  in  Chief  Hume  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander  Murbay, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 


Flagship  Citmbbeland, 
Off  Sacrificios,  February  23, 1861. 

SiB:  I  have  sent  yon  copies  of  instructions  from  Navy  Department, 
by  which  you  will  be  governed.    You  will  remain  here  for  the  present 
and  await  orders  from  the  Navy  Department  or  myself. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendergbast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squadran. 
Captain  James  Glynn, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Ship  Macedonian. 
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Order  of  the  Seiretary  of  the  Nary  to  Commander  (iibson,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  nhij)  Sui>ply,  to  proceed  icith  that  rensel  to  Peiisacolaf 
Fla.,  with  provisiowi. 

Navt  Departmekt,  February  35, 1861. 
Sib:  The  moment  the  U,  S.  8tore.slii[>  tSuppIt/,  uinler  your  command, 
shall  bo  rc;Mly  for  sea  you  will  proceed  with  her  with  (he  utmost  di8pat.f.h 
to  the  oiling  iit  Peiisacolaaiid  roj)ort  on  your  arrival  there  to  the  senior 
commaiidiii},'  oflieer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  present.  After  furuishiug  the 
vessels  of  tlie  U.  S.  Navy  oft"  Pensai-ola  with  such  provisions,  etc.,  as 
they  may  require,  you  will  return  with  the  iSiipply  to  New  York.  Should 
your  <'argo  he  insulliciciit  to  meet  the  reiiuiieiiients  of  the  vessels,  you 
will,  before  proeeediiiy  to  New  York,  repair  to  Key  West  for  additional 
stores  and  return  with  them  to  the  vessels  off'  Penaacola. 
I  am,  resiiectluUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOITOEY, 
[Secretary  of  the  ifavy.] 
Commander  Alexander  GrasoN, 

CommandiHtj  U,  IS,  Shiji  Supply,  Neu)  York. 


Unofficial  letler  from  Lieutenant  Berryman,  U,  S,  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  8.  Wyandotte,  to  Captain  Adams,   U.  S.  Navy,  «e»iior  officer 
present  off  I'ensacola,  Fla. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  February  25, 1861. 
My  Deak  Captain  Adams:  I  receive<l  your  note  of  yesterday  and 
at  once  sent  to  Slemmer,  whose  answer*  I  send  by  this  opportunity. 

I  fear  the  peculiar  feelings  of  Farrand  (in  the  .absence  of  Captain 
Randolph)  disturb  my  diplomatic  influence;  not  from  any  especial 
talent  of  his  own,  but  from  downright  prejudice. 

The  indications  are  that  you  can  not  get  water,  and  that  I  can  not 
get  either  water  or  coal.  I  have  some  other  resources  left,  which  I  will 
tell  you  of  at  a  proper  time. 

I  shall  try  again  todaj'  what  may  be  done. 

riazard  got  ott"  and  1  have  not  heard  that  he  was  interfered  with. 
I  hope  you  are  all  comfortable  in  this  norther. 
Most  truly  and  faithfully, 

O.  H.  Beehyman. 
Captain  n.  A.  Adams, 

Sabine. 


Letter frojn  Lieutenant  Berryman,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wyan- 
dotte, to  Captain  Adamti,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensa- 
ooUi,  Flu,,  regarding  supplies. 

[U.  S.  S,]  Wyandotte,  February  37, 1861, 
My  Dear  Captain  Adams:  I  have  been  fpiietly  endeavoring  to  get 
what  you  want.  The  peculiarities  of  these  authorities  (new)  make  it 
important  to  be  particular  and,  indeed,  cautious.  Already  I  have  over- 
come the  indispositions  for  fiirnishing  you  with  water,  and  I  shall 
probably  bring  out  a  tank  tomorrow  if  it  is  smooth.  What  next  I  can 
not  say. 

*  Not  found. 
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Some  difficnlty  has  arisen  with  the  storekeeper  about  the  stores 
crossed  oil'  on  the  invoices  I  gave  your  several  departineuti*.  He  says 
they  were  all  sent  ofl',  and  we,  I  am  sure,  deliveretl  all  but  nine  oars. 

Things  look — it'  not  brighter,  at  least  we  have  some  scintillations  of 
light. 
Excuse  this  scrawl,  and  1  am,  most  faithftilly,  yours, 

O.  U.  Berbyman, 
Lieutetiantf  Commanding,  eto. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

SabiMf  off  Pengacola. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Strong,  U.  S.  N^avy,  appointed  to  command  U.  S.  8. 
Mohawk,  of  rcceijd  of  orders. 

Newbtjeg  [N.  Y],  March  4,  1861. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptor  your  order  of 
the  1st  instant,  directing  me  to  proceed  immediately  to  New  York  and 
report  to  Conimoiloro  Breese  for  the  ci>uniiaiid  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Mohawk. 
I  shall  prot^t-'cd  to  obey  the  order  immediately. 
Very  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy, 
Hon,  I.  TouoEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washitigton. 


Letter  from  Captain  Walker,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Brooklyn, 
to  Captiiin  Adamn,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  ojjictr  present  off  PettsacoUi,  Fla., 
regarding  supplies. 

[U.  8.  S.l  Brooklyn,  March  9, 1861. 
My  Drab  Adams  :  Mr.  Follansbee  is  at  work  on  the  apparatus  for 
distilling  water.     He  thinks  there  is  but  little  hope  of  success.    Cap- 
tain Vogdes  says  we  can  retain  the  provision  necessary  to  replace  what 
has  been  consumed  by  the  soldiers.    1  am  in  hopes  that  Mr.  Knai)p  will 
send  us  water  from  shore. 
I  trust  that  the  storeship  will  be  here  before  long. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  8.  Walker. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Cravim,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  8.  Crusader,  to  proceed  to  Key  West,  Fla,,  for  the 
protection  of  public  property. 

ConfldeutiaL]  Navy  Department,  March  11, 1861. 

Sir  :  A  bearer  of  dispatches  from  the  Government  will  present  him- 
self to  you  for  passage  to  the  U.  S.  8.  Brooklyn,  supiiosed  to  be  oft'  Fort 
Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor.  You  will  proceed  to  that  locality  with  all 
pra4ticable  dispatch,  place  the  bearer  of  dispatches  on  board  the  Brook- 
lyn, and  then  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  Key  West,  where  you  will 
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commnnicate  with  Judge  Marvin,  of  the  U.  S.  court,  and  afford  every 
protection  in  your  iwwer  to  the  United  States  authorities,  and  to  the 
naval  stores,  light  house,  and  other  United  States  property  there. 

The  Di'partniedt  desires  that  you  will  not  absent  yourself  from  Key 
West  or  its  iinmodiate  vicinity  unless  ordered  to  do  so  from  here,  or  in 
your  judgment  it  becomes  necessary  to  do  so  to  protect  the  reef  lights. 
Commander  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy,  the  lighthouse  iuapeetor  on  the 
Florida  coast,  should  be  conferred  with  with  reference  to  the  safety  of 
the  lights  on  the  Florida  Keefs,  and  any  assistance  that  you  may  be 
able  and  deem  necessary  to  afford  him  without  jeopardizing  interests 
at  Key  West  should  be  given  to  him. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commander  T.  A.  M.  Obaven, 
Commanding  U.  S,  8.  Crusader. 


Order  from  Lieutenant- Oeneral  Scott,  U.  8,  Army,  to  Captain  Vodgea, 
U.  S.  Army,  to  reen/orce  Fort  Pickens. 

HBiJ>QUAETEES   OF  THE  ABMY, 

Washington^  March  12, 1861. 
Sib:  At  the  first  favorable  moment  you  will  land  with  your  company, 
reenforce  Fort  Pickens,  and  hold  the  same  till  further  orders. 

Report  frequently,  if  opportunities  present  themselves,  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  fort  and  the  circumstances  around  you. 
I  write  by  command  of  Lientenaut-General  Scott. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfiUly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,   D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  AdjutantOeneral. 
Captain  I.  Voodes, 

First  Artillery,  U.  8.  A.,  on  board  Sloop  of  War  Brooklyn, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  2favy  to  Commander  Foote,  U.  S.  2favy, 
acting  contmandant  navy  yard,  Nexo  York,  regarding  convoy  duty. 

OonfldentiaJ.J  Navy  Depaetmknt,  March  12, 1861. 

SiB:  I  sent  an  order  yesterday  by  Commander  James  H.  Ward,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Commandiug  T.  A.  M.  Craven,  to  proceed  on  cer- 
tain service  therein  named.  It  is  now  necessary  to  send  either  the 
Crusader  or  Mohawk  to  convoy  the  steamer  Empire  City  employed  on 
army  duty. 

Tou  will  please  dispatch  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  order 
either  the  Crusader  or  Mohaick  to  the  quarantine,  and  direct  tlie  com- 
manding officer  to  accomi>auy  the  Fmpire  City  on  her  voyage  and  con- 
tinue with  her  so  long  as  protection  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  the 
Army  or  other  officer  in  charge  for  the  protection  of  the  persons  and 
public  property  embarked. 

In  case  you  tind  it  necessary  to  send  the  Crvxader  to  convoy  the 
Empire  City,  yon  will  direct  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven  to  return 
the  order  to  him,  dated  yesterday  by  this  Department,  to  you,  and  you 
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will  hand  it  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  [Jas.  H.]  Strong,  of  the 
Mohawk,  with  iusti  uctions  to  procee<l  and  execute  those  order8  in  the 
same  manner  as  though  the  order  had  been  originally  addressed  to  him. 
The  War  Department  may  not  send  a  special  messenger,  as  was  indi- 
cated in  the  order  to  the  commander  of  the  Crunader,  but  in  that  event 
a  letter  will  be  sent  to  be  delivered  to  the  oommauder  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Brooklyn. 

Colonel  Tompkins,  U.  S.  Army,  Kew  York,  should  be  conferred  with 
before  dispatching  these  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commander  A.  H.  FooTK, 

Acting  Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 

P.  S. — The  enclosed  memorandum*  from  Lientenant-General  Scott, 
received  since  the  above  was  written,  is  transmitted  to  serve  as  a  guide 
to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  convoying  vessels. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard.,  Netv   York,  regarding  execution  of 
Department's  ordera  for  convoy  duty. 

Navy  TA.ED,  New  York,  March  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  steamers  indicated  in  your  orders  this  morning  will  both  be 
ready  for  sea  this  evening. 

1  was  directed  by  Commodore  Breese  before  he  left  for  court-martial 
duty  in  Washing^tou  not  to  coal  or  further  prepare  these  steamers  for 
service  until  orders  were  received  to  that  effect  from  the  Department, 
else  they  would  have  been  ready  on  receipt  of  your  orders  this  morn- 
ing. As  it  is,  however,  the  fog  of  today  prevents  any  vessel  going  to 
sea,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Empire  City  not  yet  being  ordered  to  sail,  as 
I  am  orally  informed  by  Colonel  Tompkins;  and  by  the  time  she  is  ready 
the  Mohawk,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  will  be  ready  to  aci^ompany  her. 

The  Crusader  will  also  be  ready  in  time  to  perform  the  service  first 
assigned  her,  as  neither  the  "special  me.'^senger"  nor,  in  the  event  of 
bis  not  going  out,  the  letter  "to  be  delivered  to  the  commodore''  has 
yet  been  received. 

I  trust  that  the  Department  will  appreciate  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  letter  is  so  hurriedly  written. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AlTDBEW   H.   FOOTE, 

Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Jnoffieial  letter  from  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
ship  North  Carolina,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Private  or  unofficial.)        EECEirma  Ship  North  Carolina, 

New  York,  March  13, 1%1. 
Dear  Sir  :  By  this  evening  the  Crusader  will  be  ready,  and  await 
only  a  messenger  or  letter  for  the  Brooklyn.    I  have  placed  the  letter 
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intrusted  to  me  in  the  bands  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven  and 
explained  verbally  to  bim  in  such  manner  as  gives  bim  lull  light  for  read- 
ing the  orders  and  induces  bim  to  take  along  a  howitzer  lor  stieiigtben- 
ing  Commander  Pickering's  ligbt-house  schooner  in  case  both  extremities 
of  their  line  of  operation  should  uee<l  defense  at  the  same  time. 
Oil  the  question  of  disaffection  will  write  you  fully  soon. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jas.  n.  Ward, 

Commander. 
Hon.  GiDEOif  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

fP.  S.j — AH  here  agree  upon  Commodore  Stringbam.  The  fear  is  that 
he  will  DO  unwilling,  and  the  hope  that  you  will  not  regard  bis  unwill- 
ingness, but  insist.  In  this  I  have  uo  doubt  Commaadei'  Jenkins  will 
agree. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- Oetufral  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Confederate 
troops  near  PensavoUi,  Fla.,  to  commanding  officer  at  Fort  PickenSy 
regarding  their  mutual  relations. 

Headquabtebs  Tboops  op  Confederate  States, 

Near  Pcmacola,  Fla.,  March  13, 1861. 
SiE:  The  bearer  of  this  communication,  Captain  R.  C.  Wood,  Army 
of  Confederate  States,  waits  upon  you  iu  my  behalf,  with  the  purj)ose 
of  obtaining  iutbrmation  necessary  to  enable  me  to  understand  our 
relative  positions.  He  will  communicate  to  you  my  views,  and  receive 
such  reply  as  you  may  be  jdeased  to  make. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 

Bkaxton  Bragg, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

The  U.  8.  Officbb  Commanding  Foet  Pickens,  Fla. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Slemmer,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Pickens, 
responding  to  communication  from  Brigadier-General  Bragg,  C.  S.Army, 
commanding  Confederate  troops  near  Pensacola,  Fla. 

Fobt  Pickens,  Fla.,  March  13, 1861. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  this  day's  date  reached  this  post  during 
my  absence.  L  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  agreement* 
ent<!red  into  between  Colonel  Chase,  Senator  Mallory,  and  the  War  and 
Navy  l)e|iartments,  with  such  other  commuuicatious  as  may  enable  you 
to  nnderstaiid  our  relative  positions. 

Pli^ase  let  me  know  as  soon  as  convenient  whether  you  will  consider 
thu  agreement  binding  on  your  part  or  not. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A,  J.  Slemmer, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

Ooueral  Hbaxton  Bragg. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-Gciwral  Tirtigg,  G.  S.  Army,  to  Lieut-enant  S!*mi- 
mer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Pickens,  Fla,,  regarding  breach  of 
agreement. 

Headquabters  Tkoops  of  Confederate  States, 

Near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  March  13, 1601, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communicatiou  of  this 
date,  with  its  enclosnres.  In  aunoiincing  to  yoa  my  intention  to  conform 
strictly  to  the  spirit  of  Iho  agreement  entered  into  by  Colonel  Chase  I 
beg  to  suggest  to  you  that  the  erection  of  a  battery  on  Santa  liosa 
Island  bearing  directly  on  our  navy  yard  is.  in  my  view,  directly  in  cou- 
flict  with  the  spirit  of  the  agreement. 

The  erection  of  the  work  on  this  side  bearing  on  the  channel  can  not, 
I  conceive,  be  taken  as  a  menace  against  Fort  Pickens,  and  the  act 
seems  to  me  fully  Justiticd  as  a  means  of  defense,  and  especially  so 
under  the  threats  of  the  new  Administration. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bbagg, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  A.  J.  Slemmer, 

Fort  Pickens. 


Letter  from  Captain  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8,  Brooklyn, 
to  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola,  Fla.j 
regarding  supply  of  water. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Brooklyn,  March  13, 1861. 
My  Dear  Adams:  I  enclose  a  note  received  yesterday  from  Mr. 
Knapp  in  regard  to  water.  lie  does  not  name  the  price,  but  if  you 
think  under  present  circumstances  I  Invd  better  order  a  few  thousand 
giUlons  I  will  do  so.  Captain  Berryman  informs  me  I  can  have  coal  at 
(15  per  ton,  a  high  price  to  pay  unless  in  a  case  of  great  emergency. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  8.  Waxker. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

[V.  8.  Frigate]  Sahine. 

[Enoloanrs.] 

Pensacola,  March  8, 1861. 
Sib  :  At  present  there  is  no  water  tank  in  this  place,  and  not  enough 
casks  to  be  got  to  liold  the  quantity  of  water  required.    I  can  send  as 
much  as  1,000  gallons  at  a  time  in  a  small  boat  (if  allowed),  but  it  will 
be  very  expensive. 
Awaiting  your  advice,  I  remain,  yours,  rospectfiillyj^ 

C.  P.  Knapp, 
Per  Jas.  H.  Nicholson. 
Captain  W.  8,  Walker, 

U.  8.  8.  Brooklyn. 


Report  of  commwndant  ttavy  yard,  Netc  York,  of  the  sailiiig  of  XT.  8.  S. 

Mohawk. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  14, 1861. 
SiB:  Tlie  IT.  8.  S.  Moliawk  and  storeship  Supply  left  the  yoit<i.  ■a.l'VN. 
o'clock  a.  m.  and  proceeded  down  the  bay.    As  tVia  n^Vh^l  \ft  aVtovL^j^fewsv 
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the  eastward  and  snowing  hard,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  vessels  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  sea. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  II.  Foote, 

Pro  Comitiandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Neu)  York,  regarding  movemeiitu  of 
United  Utatea  ve^tels  in  obedience  to  Departments  orders. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  14, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  already  report€d  the  sailing  of  the  Mohmclc  and  the 
Supply,  while  the  Crusader  is  ready  with  her  steam  uj)  to  proceed  in 
execution  of  your  orders,  excepting  that  the  special  messenger  indi- 
cated in  your  orders  of  the  12th  instant  has  not  reported,  nor  has  the 
letter  referred  to  iu  that  order,  in  the  event  of  the  messenger  not  going 
out  in  the  vessel,  been  received.  I  shall  therefore  wait  furtlier  instruc- 
tions from  you  before  sending  the  Criisader  to  sea,  as  Lientenaut  Com- 
manding Craven  informs  me  that  his  orders  are  not  such  as  to  enable 
him  to  perform  the  service  required  without  the  letter  referred  to  being 
received.  Of  this  you  probably  have  been  made  acquainted  by  a  tele- 
gram from  Commander  Ward  this  morning. 

This  morning  I  gave  the  orders,  agreeably  to  your  directions,  to  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Strong,  of  the  Mohawk,  together  with  the  memo- 
randum of  IJenteuant-General  Scott,  to  i)roceed  to  the  quarantine 
ground  where  the  Empire  City  is  at  anchor,  and  there  communicate 
with  the  oflBoer  in  charge  of  Government  property,  and  to  hold  himself, 
with  the  Mohawk,  ready  for  the  convoy,  being  guided  by  General  Scott's 
suggestions  when  carrying  out  in  detail  your  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  D.  C, 


[Endorsement.] 


Captain  Jenkins  states  that  all  is  correct, 
of  the  War  Department. 


The  delay  was  an  error 
G.  W[elles). 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Strong,  U.  S.  Nam/,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk, 
of  departure  of  that  vessel  for  sea  icith  streamer  Empire  City  under 
convoy. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohawk, 
Off  Sandy  Hook,  N.  T.,  March  15,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  intbrni  you  that,  in  obedience  to  the  order 
of  Commander  A.  H.  Foote,  I  left  the  navy  yard,  New  York,  yesterday 
morning  with  this  vessel  and  proceeded  to  the  quarantine  for  the  pur- 
pose of  convoying  the  steamer  Empire  City. 

There  was  no  Army  officer  on  board  the  Empire  City  when  I  reached 
the  quarantine.  He  came  down  in  the  afternoon,  but  too  late  to  go 
to  sea 
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I  am  nnw  nndei-way,  proceeding  to  sea  with  the  Empire  City  in 
company. 

Accompanying  this  letter  I  seud  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier  General  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Adams, 
U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola,  Fla.,  regarding  their 
mutual  relMions. 

Headquabtebs  Teoops  op  Conpedeeate  States, 

Near  Pensacola,  Fla,,  March  15,  ISOI. 

Sie  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  conuun- 
nication*  of  yesterday's  date,  and  with  a  view  of  producing  a  perfect 
understanding  between  us  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  particularly 
to  the  last  paragraph  of  my  letter  to  Lieutenant  Sleuimer,  dated  the 
13th. 

The  works  which  have  been  thrown  up  on  this  side  bearing  upon  the 
channel  were  the  necessary  consequence  oi"  the  threatening  position 
assumed  by  your  Government,  and  can  uo  more  be  regarded  as  menac- 
ing Fort  Pickens  than  the  mounting  of  guns  in  Fort  Pickens  could  be 
considexed  as  menacing  us.  Both  should  be  looked  on  as  precautions 
against  threatened  attack. 

The  whole  question  has  been  referred  to  my  Government,  and  its 
decision  will  be  made  known  to  you.  In  the  meantime  you  may  rest 
assured  that  I  shall  make  no  disposition  for  the  attack  of  Fort  IMckeus. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  reports  you  receive  of  the  probability  of  an 
amicable  settlement  of  present  difficulties  may  prove  well  founded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

Bkaxton  Beagg, 
Brigadier- Oeneral,  Commanding. 

Captain  H.  A.  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  off  Pensaoola. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  of  departure  of  U.  S.  8. 

Crusader. 

Navy  "Xaed,  New  York,  March  16, 1S61. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S- 
Crusader,  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  A.  Craven,  left  this  yard  at  1 
o'clock  p.  m.  this  day  and  proceeded  on  her  destination. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Pro  Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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lUport  of  commandant  navy  yard,  JTeMi  York,  regarding  movementa  of 
U.  8.  ateamera  Cruaader  and  Mohawk. 

D.  8.  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  1(1, 1861. 
Sir:  At  12  o'clock  two  communications  were  received  from  Colonel 
Tompkins,  U.  8.  Army,  under  cover  to  mo — one*  addiessed  to  Captain  I. 
Vogdes,  on  board  the  Brooklyn,  the  other  to  the  commanding  oflic«r  of 
Fort  Pickens;  and  as  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven  stated  that  bis 
orders  would  render  a  direct  communication  to  the  captain  of  the 
Brooklyn  unnecessary,  I  concluded  it  to  be  your  intention  that  the 
Cruaader  should  proceed  immediately  to  sea,  and  accordingly  directed 
her  commander  to  go  to  sea  in  execution  of  his  instructiouB,  which  he 
did,  with  the  Cruaader,  at  1  o'clock. 

The  enclosed  note  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Strong  will  explain 
the  movements  of  the  Mohawk;   she  proceeded  to  sea,  as  her  pilot 
reports,  at  10  o'clock  yesterday  morning. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  II.   POOTE, 

Pro  Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

lEncloaiirn.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mohawk, 
Quarantine,  March  15,  1861, 
Dear  Sir:  We  were  ahead  of  the  Army  this  time.  When  I  got 
down,  there  wa»  no  Army  oflScer  on  board  the  steamer.  He  came  down 
late  in  the  afternoon,  but  it  [was]  then  too  late  and  stormy  to  go  to  sea, 
and  besides,  ho  had  to  commuuicate  with  the  officer  at  New  York,  so  I 
sent  an  officer  up.  We  shall  get  otl°  this  morning.  I  am  nearly 
frozen  up.  ' 

KespectftUly,  etc., 

J.  H.  Strong. 
Captain  FooTE. 


Beport  of  Paymaater  Looker,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  auppliea. 

U.  8.  8.  Brookltn, 
Off  Fort  Pickena,  Fla.,  March  16,  1861. 
Sir:  There  are  now  three  weeks'  (twenty-one  days)  provisions  on 
hand  for  the  crew,  officers,  and  troops  on  board,  with  the  exception  of 
the  articles  of  flour,  butter,  sugar,  tea,  and  beans. 
Eighty-three  rations  stopped  in  a  few  days. 
Eespectfuliy,  etc., 

Thos.  n.  Looker, 

Pitymaater. 
Captain  H.  A.  Ada3is, 

Commanding  U,  8.  S[hip]  Sabine,  and  Senior  Officer  Preaent, 
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ort  of  Gaptain  Adams,  U.  S.  Xavy,  iienior  officer  prvscnt  off  I'ensa- 
cola,  Fla.,  riyarding  urgent  need  of  provivion*  for  (he  renaeh  on  that 
station. 

U.  8.  Frigate  Sabinb, 

Off  I'enmcolii,  March  IS,  1861. 

Sib;  I  lia«]  tlie  honor  on  the  19tli  of  February  of  addressing  a  com- 
muuicatiou  to  the  Navy  Department,  giving  an  account  of  the  condition 
of  the  shijm  at  tliis  phice  and  the  (juantity  of  provisions  and  water  on 
board  them.  This  comuiunication  was  sent  by  Couuuauder  Hazard, 
and  reached  Washington  on  the  24th  ultimo.  Since  then  I  have  heard 
nothing  from  the  Heijartment,  nor,  indeed,  anything  sint*c  I  first  arrivotl 
here,  on  the  (Jth  of  February.  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  we  shall 
soon  be  much  straitened  for  provisions.  The  stock  on  lioard  the  diff'er- 
ent  ships  is  getting  very  low,  as  will  ho  seen  by  the  returns  herewith 
enclosed.  There  are  now  10(>  rations  stopped  on  board  this  ship,  83  on 
board  the  Brooklyn,  and  53  on  lx»ard  the  iS7.  Louis,  leaving  barely 
enough  drawn  for  the  subsistence  of  the  men.  Some  of  the  small 
stores,  as  tea,  sugar,  cofl'ee,  soap,  tobacco,  etc.,  are  entirely  out.  I  have 
managed  to  obtain  some  small  su]>plics  from  shore  at  times,  but  our 
means  for  purchasing  are  exhausted.  There  is  not  a  dollar  of  i)ublic 
money  in  the  squivdron.  I  have  been  using  my  own  private  funds  to 
pay  bills,  and  Ijieutenant  Belknap  and  Paymaster  Pierce,  of  the  8f. 
Louis,  Lieutenant  Gash,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  of  this  ship,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Gwathmey  have  tendered  me  wliat  money  they  have  lor  the 
same  purpose.  I  have  been  obliged  to  buy  water  at  the  rate  of  4  cents 
a  gallon.  The  .soldiers  who  were  sent  out  in  the  Brooklyn  are  still  on 
board  of  her.  They  have  been  living  on  .shijt'a  rations,  their  own  sup- 
plies having  been  landed — or  the  greater  jiart  of  them — at  Fort  Pick- 
ens, agreeably  to  orders.  The  apparatus  for  distilling  water  on  board 
the  Brooklyn  was  so  much  out  of  order  that  her  chief  engineer  thought 
it  could  not  be  repaired,  and  she  was  reduced  to  two  days'  supply  at 
3  quarts  iier  man.  I  contracted  for  1(),(>0(»  gallons  to  be  doUvered  to 
her.  Sub8e<iuently  the  apparatus  has  been  ]iut  iu  working  order.  We 
have  now  water  on  board  all  the  ships  to  last  longer  than  the  provi- 
sions. These  details  are  given  that  you  may  know  exactly  our  situa- 
tion. A  New  York  paper  lately  receiveil  mentions  that  the  Supply 
storeship  would  sail  for  this  place  on  the  Hth  instant.  Allowing  her 
three  weeks  passage,  she  would  arrive  here  about  the  Ist  of  April,  by 
which  time,  it  will  be  seen,  we  shall  be  almost  out  of  provisions;  and 
should  she  meet  with  an  accident  to  detain  her,  or  bo  lost,  we  .shall  have 
about  1,000  people  here  in  danger  of  starvation,  as  nothing  to  eat  can 
be  had  nearer  than  Key  West  or  Havami,  eight  or  ten  days'  sail  at  this 
season.  Under  these  circumstances  1  tliink  it  would  be  unwise  and 
dangerous  to  wait  too  long  lor  the  Supply,  and  may  feel  oblige<l  to  go 
with  this  ship  and  the  Ht.  Xomm  in  qnest  of  provisions,  and  return  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  procured.  If  I  am  comi>elled  to  do  this  I  will 
leave  the  Brooklyn  here  and  put  all  we  can  spare  on  board  of  her. 
But  I  hope  to  be  able  to  obtain  enough  from  shore,  by  some  means  or 
other,  to  avoi<l  it.  If  wo  had  money  I  feel  quite  sure  it  could  be 
done,  but  cash  is  required,  and  nobody  will  buy  a  draft  on  the  Govern- 
ment. AU  transactions  for  provisions,  etc.,  are  attended  with  risk  and 
difflcolty. 
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The  officers  and  men,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  February  19, 
are  kept  in  readiness  to  land  at  the  shortest  notice ;  but  I  have  received 
the  iiKsuraiiee  of  General  Bragg,  who  commands  the  troops  on  shore, 
that  he  will  reapect  the  engagement  made  by  Mr.  Mallory  and  Colonel 
Chase  with  the  U.  S.  Government,  and  will  make  'mio  disposition  for  the 
attack  of  I'ort  Pickens."  This  engagement,  as  you  are  aware,  binds 
us  not  to  reenforce  Fort  Pickens  unless  it  ia  attacked  or  threatened. 
I  could  easily  have  thrown  any  number  of  men  in  it  almost  at  any  time 
within  the  last  four  weeks.  For  reasons  given  ia  my  letter  of  the  19th 
fnltimo],  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  a  small  steamer  should  be  here 
m  addition  to  the  Wyandotte,  to  remain  outside.  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  want  of  officers  in  the  ships. 
The  Sabine  has  not  a  passed  midsliipnmn  or  midshipman  on  board. 
Her  second  lieutenant  died  some  months  ago,  and  no  one  has  been  sent 
in  his  place.  The  first  lieutenant  is  now  ill  with  a  lingeiiiig  diseaj^e, 
which  may  prevent  liiui  from  doing  any  more  duty  during  the  cruise. 
The  Brooklyn  has  but  three  lieutenants  (Mr.  Gwathmey  having  just 
been  detached  by  order  of  the  Dejiartment)  and  one  midshipman.  The 
8t.  Louis  has  no  midshipmen.  If  the  men  are  landed  the  ships  will 
be  almost  without  ofticers.  1  send  this  liy  Lieutenant  Gwathmey,  who 
I  hope  will  go  through  without  detention.  A  telegraphic  dispatch  was 
received  sonn^  time  since  stating  that  a  special  messenger  would  leave 
Washington  oii  the  Cth  instant  with  orders  for  the  squadron.  He  has 
not  appeared,  and  may  have  been  stttpped  ou  the  way.  I  shall  hope 
for  instructions  from  you  as  soon  as  this  is  received,  with  regard  to 
going  for  provisions,  and  if  no  messenger  arrives  from  Washington  iu 
ten  days  after  ]SIr.  Gwathmey  leaves  Peusacola  shall  consider  either 
that  he  has  not  been  allowed  to  come  through  or  that  the  matter  is  left 
to  my  discretion.  I  could  not  rely  on  a  telegrajihio  dispatch,  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  a  circumstance  that  may  be 
the  cause  of  mischief  at  some  future  day.  When  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Fulton 
was  brought  uito  Pensacola,  after  having  run  ashore  ou  Santa  Eosa, 
her  signal  book  was  deposited  in  the  navy  yard,  and  probably  still 
remains  there.     I  can  not  devise  any  means  of  getting  it, 

Mr.  Gwathmey  is  well  informed  on  the  state  of  affairs  here,  ashore 
and  afloat,  and  will  give  any  information  you  may  reqaire. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adahs, 

^  Captain,  Senior  Officer  PretenU 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
m  -"  - 
j^titUr  from  Messrs.  A.  <fc  P.  Rorta  to  Captain  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior 
officer  present  off  Pensacola,  Fla.,  transmitting  copy  of  general  order 
regarding  supplies  for  United  States  vessels. 


k 
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Mobile,  March  20, 1861, 
Sie:  Your  order  of  the  18th  instant  was  handeti  ns  by  Captain 
Jones,  From  the  enclosed  proclamation  you  will  perceive  that  our 
shipping  you  the  stores  and  coal  would  be  running  a  risk.  If  you  wish 
we  will  make  an  estimate  of  what  you  require,  and  by  paying  the 
amount  of  the  bill  wlL  ship  them  at  your  risk.    We  have  written  to 
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Brigadier-General  Brarton  Bragg  for  permission  to  supply  the  ships  oflf 
Peusacola  with  proNisious,  etc. 
Yours,  respectiully. 

A.  &  P.  HOETA. 

Captain  Adams, 

V,  S.  Frigate  Sabine. 

Mr.  Jones  is  accountable  for  all  the  goods  shipped  we  have  sold  him, 
and  he  will  supply  you,  etc. 

A.  &  P.  H[ORTA]. 

[EnolosDro.J 

Genebal  Obx>£bs,  \  Hdqbs.  Troops  Oonpedeeate  States, 

No,  4.  J  Near  Pensattola,  Fla.,  March  18, 1861, 

The  commanding  general  learns  with  surprise  and  regret  that  some 
of  our  citizens  are  engaged  in  the  business  of  tarnishing  supphes  of 
fuel,  water,  and  provisions  to  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
now  occupying  a  threatening  position  off  this  harbor. 

That  no  misunderstanding  may  exist  on  this  subject,  it  is  announced 
to  all  concerned  that  this  traffic  is  strictly  forbidden,  and  all  such  sup- 
plies which  may  be  captured  in  transit  to  said  vessels  or  to  Fort  Pickens 
will  be  confiscated. 

The  more  effectually  to  enforce  this  prohibition,  no  boat  or  vessel 
will  be  allowed  to  visit  Fort  Pickens  or  any  United  States  vessel  with- 
out special  sanction. 

Colonel  John  H.  Forney,  acting  in8p6Ctx)r-general,  will  organize  an 
efficient  harbor  police  for  the  enforcement  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Braxton  Bragg : 

Robert  C.  Wood, 
Aaaistant  Adjutant- General. 


Letter  from  Messrs.  8t,  John,  Poicers  &  Co.  to  Captain  Adams,  U.  8. 
Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola,  Flo.,  regarding  Treasury 
drafi. 

Oppice  op  St.  John,  Powers  &  Co., 

Mobile,  March  20, 1861. 
Dear  Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  esteemed  favor  of  16th  would  state  that 
your  draft  on  the  Treasury  at  Washington  would  not  bo  more  than  17 
per  cent  discount,  and   may  be  better  if  we  ai'e  satisfied  of  prompt 
payment  of  the  same. 

Our  exi)erieuce  latterly  in  handling  drafts  upon  the  lYeasnry  of  the 
old  Government  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  we  would  have  desired 
in  every  instance,  and  we  are  necessarily  more  particular'  than  in  ordi- 
nary times  as  to  the  purchase  of  such  bills.  The  bearer  of  this  informs 
us  you  will  probably  be  in  this  city  in  a  few  days,  and  should  yon  decide 
to  draw  here  we  will  place  you  upon  as  favorable  a  footing  as  possible 
in  your  negotiations.  We  will  pay  in  gold  here  for  whatever  you  draw. 
Your  obedient  servants, 

St.  John,  Powers  &  Co. 

Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

U.  8,  Frigate  Sabine. 
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Letter  from,  the  paying  Ull«r,  Bank  of  Mobile,  to  Captain  Adanu,  U.  8, 
Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola,  Fla.,  regarding  exchange. 

Bank  of  Mobile, 

Mobile,  March  20,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  t<)  iickiiowledge  receipt  of  yoors^  of  the  16th 
instant. 

I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  purchase  or  sale  of  exchange.  That  de- 
partment belongs  to  the  president  and  cashier,  to  whom  I  handed  your 
letter,  and  they  decline  to  make  any  arrangement  whatever  respecting 
the  matter. 

fVery  respectfully,  yours, 
E.  B.  Gale, 
Paying  Telkr,  Bank  of  Mobile. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 
U.  8.  Frigate  Sabitu!. 
Letter  from  Captain  Walker,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Brooklyn, 
to  Captain  Adams,   U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  regarding  stores. 
[U.  S.  8.]  Beooklyn,  March  21, 1861. 
Dear  Adams:  I  will  have  everything  in  readiness  as  yon  direct.    If 
we  retain  four  or  live  days'  provisions  it  will  bo  all  that  is  necessary 
to  take  us  to  Key  West.    We  have  five  days'  coal,  which  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  take  us  there. 

I  think  the  Brooklyn  would  be  quite  powerless  to  operate  here  with- 
out steam.    I  donbt  much  if  we  get  anything  from  Mobile  except  small 
t  Btores  for  the  officers. 

^^L  Very  truly,  yours, 

^m  W.  S.  Walker. 

^H       Captain  Adams, 
^^^^^  U.  8.  8hip  Sabine. 

I  Rej. 

b' 


Report  of  Captmn  Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  regarding  urgent  need  of  supplies  for  the  vessels  of  his  command. 


U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pensucola,  March  23,  1861. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  my  communication  of 
the  18th  instant,  sent  by  Lieutenant  Gwathmey,  an  order  has  been 
issued  on  shore  prohibiting  all  boats  from  visiting  the  ships.  This, 
besides  other  inconveniences,  cuts  oil'  a  daily  supply  of  fresh  bread 
which  I  had  lately  been  receiving  for  the  crew;  nothing  can  be  had.  I 
am  disappointed  in  not  being  able  to  got  the  quantity  of  stores  and 
provisions  which  1  had  ordered  from  Mobile,  and  i  see  by  a  New  York 
paper  that  the  Supply  was  still  there  on  the  15th  instant.  The  St.  Louis 
is  entirely  out  of  bread  and  other  articles,  and  by  the  Ist  or  2d  of  April 
we  shall  have  eaten  uji  everytlting  on  board  this  ship.  Uudei'  these 
circumstances  I  have  felt  compelled  to  order  the  Brooklyn  to  Key  West, 

*  Not  found. 
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or  Havana  if  necessary,  to  procure  supplies.  I  ara  very  sorry  to  part 
with  her,  as  in  case  of  an  attempt  to  take  Fort  Pickens  she  would  by 
her  steam  power  and  formidable  battery  be  able  to  prevent  any  body  of 
men  from  reaching  it  on  the  land  side.  I  do  not  hear  that  any  prepa- 
rations are  being  made  to  assault  the  fort,  but  every  day  the  defenses 
on  the  mainland  are  strengthened.  New  batteries  are  thrown  up,  and 
heavy  guns  mounted  on  them  and  on  Fort  McRee.  Colonel  Chase, 
Colonel  Forney,  and  General  Bragg,  who  have  successively  commaudea 
the  troops  on  shore,  protest  these  are  only  defensive  measures.  The 
Wyandotte  is  still  lying  inside,  and  is  of  the  greatest  use  in  various  and 
important  ways.  If  she  were  not  so  very  necessary,  1  would  have  sent 
her  to  Key  West  instead  of  the  liroohlyn.  We  have  now  been  here  six 
weeks,  and  my  last  communication  Irom  the  Department  is  dated  Feb- 
ruary 16.    It  merely  repeats  a  jirevious  order  of  January  21. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seivant, 

II.  A.  Adams, 
Ooptotn,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  ^avy,  Washiiiffton,  D.  0. 


Rt^rt  of  Lieutenant  Stronfi,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S,  Mohawk, 
of  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  Heto  York  to  Havana,  Cuba. 

V.  8.  8.  Mohawk, 
Off  Havana,  March  24, 1861. 

Sib:  As  it  may  be  possible  that  in  passing  Havana  1  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  forwarding  letters  to  you  by  some  vessel  bound  in,  I 
take  advantage  of  the  same  to  inform  you  of  my  movements  thus  far. 

I  wrote  the  Dejiartment  last  otf  Sandy  Hook,  steamer  Empire  City  in 
company.  The  Empire  City  kept  from  4  to  5  nules  ahead  of  this  vessel, 
we  carrying  all  the  steam  and  sail  that  it  was  safe  for  ua  to  carry. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  the  wind  from  the  northeast  increased 
to  a  fresh  gale,  with  a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  At  about  5  p.  m.  we  lost 
sight  of  the  Empire  City,  and  up  to  this  date  have  not  seen  her. 

From  the  manner  in  which  that  vessel  was  managed  I  am  disposed 
to  think  that  they  left  us  intentionally,  this  vessel  steaming  so  much 
slower  than  they. 

We  have  encountered  a  great  deal  of  bad  weather  thus  far,  and  have 
twice  had  to  stop  the  engines  to  repair  damages,  and  once  to  repair  a 
leak  of  the  boiler — one  day  in  all. 

I  shall  shape  my  course  direct  for  Indianola,  and  carry  oat  my 
instructions. 

I  would  respectfiilly  request  that  letters  may  be  sent  me  to  Havana, 
where  I  will  stop  on  my  return. 

I  was  obliged  to  leave  New  York  withoat  any  funds  for  the  ship  or 
other  purposes. 

Bills  of  exchange  were  sent  me  before  sailing,  but  no  letters  of  credit, 
which  1  respectfully  re<iuest  may  be  forwarded. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  n.  Strong, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

GiDBON  Wblles,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


lOZ 


owou^non  nr  the  bjtlf  of  kexico. 


Order  of  the  Btertimrv  of  tke  JTavy  to  eommamiaut  nair§  yard,  Jew  Fori, 
trantmitUmg  tailing  oriertfvr  V.  8.  »kip  BHeuae. 

Navy  Depaktkkxt,  Jr«r«*  37, 1861. 
HiB:  Herewith  enclosed  are  sailing  ordetB  for  the  stoMBbip  £«(e«M^] 
Iiflat«aaa(  CoaiiiiMidiii|;  J.  M.  Frailey. 
Tbe  Ocfwrtment  d«nrM  yoQ  to  send  the  Beletm  to  ae»  u  Booa  t 

poMnlble. 

I  am,  re(i[ie<rt.fhlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

GiDKOX  Welxjis. 
CorninfMlore  H.  L.  liUEBSV, 

Vomman<Umt  Navy  Yard,  Nev  York. 

Wavy  Dbpabtment,  March  27, 1861. 

Rtn:  You  will  proceed  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  with  the  U.  S. 
HUtu-.Hh\\>  Itrliuuti  imdi^r  yoar  i^mniaiid,  to  tbe  anchorage  off  Fort 
I'ickoiiM,  Fla„  mill  on  your  arrival  report  to  the  senior  commanding 
ofllc«r  of  tlio  U.  8.  Navy  i>re(kint..  After  distributing  under  bis  direc- 
tion your  cargo  of  MtorcM  lo  tbo  several  vessels  present  you  will  return 
with  the  Hrlmiir  to  New  York,  uniesa  he  shall  require  the  forther 
H0rvic4M  of  the  vchhvI. 

I  atn,  reHpcxstfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

GiDBON  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Lieutenant  J.  M.  Fbajlby, 

Oommanding  U,  H,  Hark  Release,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na/ey  to  Captain  Adatns,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior 
officer  present  off  Pennacola,  Fla. 

Navy  Uepabtslent,  March  37,  1861. 
Htu:  You  arn  aiithorizwl  to  detain  either  the  Release  or  the  Supply, 
slionld  you  llMHlin^  (be  services  of  a  vessel  of  that  class. 
I  atii,  ruapectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiDKON  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Ctt])tain  IT.  A.  Adams, 

Vomd^.  U.  S,  Ship  Sabine,  and  Senior  Officer,  etc.,  off  Pensacola. 


B/9twrt  i{^X<Mt<0iMmt  Oranm,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8. 8.  Crusader, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

U.  8.  8.  Obusadee, 

Key  West,  March  39, 1861. 

Sim  ;  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
2flth  instant  and  was  detained  twenty-four  hours  by  a  leak  in  the 
boiler. 

On  tlie  morning  of  the  2Cth  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn  arrived.  I  showed 
t»y  ortler.s  to  Captain  Walker,  who  stattnl  to  me  that  he  was  to  return 
to  his  Nfation  oil'  I'eusaoola  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  would  con- 
vey the  (>onuuuuicatious  from  the  War  Department,  which  I  therefore 
dolivuiXHl  to  hiiu. 
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I  regret  to  inform  you  that  there  has  been  a  material  change  in  this 
town  since  I  left  here  in  January  last.  The  Union  party,  fearing  they 
were  not  to  have  the  protection  of  the  Government,  have  been  discoar- 
aged.  The  cessation  of  the  otlice  of  U.  8.  marshal  has  rendered  the 
U.  S.  district  court  inoperative,  and  the  conse^iuent  disorganization, 
which  has  rapidly  progressed,  can  only  be  checked  by  the  early  appoint- 
ment of  a  marshal,  the  restoration  of  the  court,  and  decided  evidence 
of  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  hold  this  pla<'e  perpetually. 

It  is  believed  that  Mr.  Mcintosh  (the  .judge  of  admiralty  recently 
appointed  by  the  convention)  will  be  here  on  the  tith  [of]  April,  and  he 
will  proceed  to  the  trial  of  salvage  cases.  Should  any  appeal  be  made 
to  me  against  the  exactions  of  this  mock  tribunal,  I  shall  deem  it  my 
duty  to  aftbrd  such  protection  as  may  be  required  in  the  premises. 

I  hope  soon  to  have  from  yon,  sir,  such  further  instructions  as  may 
be  necessary  for  my  guidance.  The  orders  of  the  11th  March  certainly 
did  not  contemplate  the  fact  that  I  should  find  on  my  arrival  here  the 
U.  8.  district  court  had  already  virtually  ceased  to  exist,  and  thus  far 
the  wrecking  influence  of  tins  town  has  accomplished  all  that  was 
desirable  to  them  in  the  act  of  secession. 

Judge  Marvin  has  become  greatly  depressed  Viy  the  spread  of  the 
revolution,  and  although  he  expresses  an  unwillingness  to  remain 
among  these  people,  it  is  my  belief  that  with  a  Arm  marshal  he  will 
remain  here  and  restore  order. 

I  must  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  of  the  offices  of 
this  town  are  now  filled  by  violent  disunionists,  who  spare  no  means  of 
subverting  the  Federal  Government.  The  collector  of  the  port,  his 
inspector,  the  surgeon  of  the  marine  hospital,  the  postmaster,  and  the 
light-house  keeper  (all  dej>eudeucie8  of  the  said  collector)  are  among 
the  most  mischievous  people  here,  and  loud  in  their  denunciations  of 
the  Government. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Auos.  Graven, 

LieiiteTMnt,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Mohawk, 
regarding  condition  of  affairs  in  Matagorda  Bay,  Texan. 

U.  8.  8.  MOHA-WK, 
Off  Matagorda  Bay,  March  30, 1S61. 
8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday 
morning  ( March  29).  I  found  at  anchor  here  the  three  transport  steam- 
ers the  Empire  City,  the  Coatzacoalcos,  and  the  Star  of  the  Went.  The 
Coaizacoalcos  leaves  this  afternoon  witli  troops.  The  Empire  City  will 
leave  in  about  one  week  with  another  detachment,  and  from  what  I  can 
learn  it  will  not  be  earlier  than  the  middle  of  July  before  the  last 
detachment  will  be  ready  to  leave.  I  shall  be  able  to  obtain  more 
definite  information  in  a  day  or  two.  8o  far  as  I  can  learn  all  is  (juiet 
here;  there  seems  to  be  no  disposition  among  the  people  to  make  any 
trouble. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Steong, 
Liimtenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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')ort  of  Captain  Adam^,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  offit'er  present  of  Pensa- 
eola,  Fla.,  of  the  return  of  U.  8.  8.  Brooklyn  from  Key  West. 

U,  8.  FmoATK  Sabine, 

OffPensacola,  April  1,  1861. 
Stb:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  return  of  the  Brooklyn 
yesterday  from  Key  West,  where  she  liad  been  to  obtain  coal  and  pro- 
visions for  the  squadron,  as  I  informed  you  by  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
via  Ilavana.  There  are  a  number  of  men  on  board  this  shij)  whose 
term  of  service  has  expired,  and  they  have  claimed  their  discharge  on 
the  j^round  that  they  are  within  the  Jurisdicrtion  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  refused  it,  an<l  retain  them  under  the  law  of  March  2,  1837. 
^^  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^B  H.  A.  Adams, 

^V  Captain,  Senior  Ojfficer  Present. 

^m   Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
^K  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Washington,  D.  C, 

r 


l^ort  of  Captain  A<]ams,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pcnsa- 
cola,  Fla.,  of  death  of  Lieutenant  Berryman. 


U.  S.  Prigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pmsaeola,  April  2, 1861. 
I  have  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of 
Berryman,  of  the  Wyandotte,  which 


Sili :  It  is  with  sincere  regret 
Lieutenant  Commanding  O.  H 
occurred  this  day  at  3:25  p.  ni. 

He  has  fallen  a  victim  to  his  zeal  and  anxiety  of  mind  in  the  dis 
charge  of  his  duties. 

II  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  Present, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Letter  from  Captain  Tngraham,  C,  S.  Nary,  to  Captain  Adams,  U.  S. 
Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola,  Fla.,  regarding  the  death  of 
Lieutenant  Berryman,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Navy  Yard  [Pensacola],  April  2, 1861. 
Mt  Dear  ^\j>ams  :  I  was  never  in  my  life  more  shocked  than  when 
your  oflScer  informed  me  of  Berryman's  death.  Poor  fellow  I  Only 
Saturday  he  was  laughing  and  talking,  and  he  looked  in  perfect  health. 
Truly  "in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.'*  Everything  shall  lie  pre- 
pared for  his  interment  to-morrow  at  the  time  you  name,  and  if  you 
think  proper  I  will  have  a  guard;  but  the  volunteers  are  not  in  very 
good  trim.  If  you  choose,  bring  a  guard  with  you;  it  would  be  better; 
and  I  hope  as  many  oflicers  as  can  attend  will  come  on  shore.  Let  me 
know  your  wishes  to-morrow,  should  yon  desire  anything  particular 
done,  and  you  will  know  this  will  be  complied  with.  There  wil'  be  no 
expenses. 

Faithfully,  yours, 
I  B.  N.  Inoraham. 

fP.  S.] — I  started  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  immedi- 
ately by  a  special  messenger  on  horseback,  and  directed  him  to  give  it 
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to  Lieutenant  Smead.  I  shall  have  the  grave  dug  in  the  same  yard 
where  Hayne  was  interred.  We  can  supply  you  a  pine  coffin,  ready- 
made.    I  only  wish  we  had  a  better. 

[D.  N.  LI 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Frailey,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 
Eeleaae,  of  ike  readiness  of  that  vessel  for  sen, 

TJ.  S.  Stoee  Bark  Release, 
Xavy  Yard,  Xew  York,  April  d,  1861. 
Sni :  T  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  yesterday  at  noon  reported 
to  the  commandant  at  this  yard  that  this  vessel  was  ready  for  sea,  with 
the  exception  of  a  deficiency  in  the  list  of  officers  (second  lieutenant). 
This  vacancy  still  exists.  The  wind,  being  from  the  eastward,  will  pre- 
vent my  getting  out  [of  |  the  bay,  and  await  the  order  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  proce<»d  to  sea  until  another  officer  reports,  or  otherwise  as  the 
Deptirtment  may  direct. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Mabison  Frailey, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Poor,   U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  8t. 
Louit,  to  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  want  of  tcater. 

[U.  8.  Ship]  St.  Lotns, 

Off  Pensacola,  April  4, 1861. 
i*lT  Deak  Captain:  We  are  ranch  in  want  of  water,  and  would  like 
to  get  it  on  board  before  any  more  provisions  are  received.    Can  we 
send  to  the  Brooklyn  for  a  supply  t    We  are  now  obliged  to  break  ont 
the  tierces  to  get  at  what  we  have  on  board. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

0.  H.  PooE. 
Captain  H.  A.  Arams, 

[  U.  8.  Ship]  Sabine. 


fBcport  of  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  ojjlcer  present  off  Ten- 
*  sacola,  Fla,,  of  arrival  of  U.  8.  ship  Supply, 

U.  S.  Feigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pensacola,  April  8, 1861, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  yesterday  of  the 
[Btoreship  Supply,  in  twenty-two  days  from  New  York.    As  soon  as  the 
[Bhips  are  provisioned  I  will  send  her  back. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Apams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  0. 
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Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  of  the  readiness  of  t\« 
JJ,  S,  S,  Water  Witvh  for  service. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yard. 

Philadelphia,  April  11, 1861. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  4tli  instant,  I  have  the  honor  now 
to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Water  Witch  was  put  in  commission 
yesterday  and  awaits  your  ftirther  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  GfDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Phila- 
delphia, relative  to  the  U.  8.  8.  Water  Witch. 

Nats-  Depaetjtent,  April  ll,  1861. 
Sir:  Be  pleased  to  have  the  Water  Witch  ready  to  proceed  to  sea  on 
Tuesday  next,  the  16th  instant.    Further  instructions  as  to  her  move- 
ments will  be  given  by  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy,\ 
Captain  Samitel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Mohatrl; 
regarding  the  movemetits  of  that  resnel. 

U.  S.  8.  Mohawk, 
Of  Pass  Oamllo,  Tex.,  April  13, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  leave  here  to-day  in 
company  with  the  Empire  City,  The  troops  are  now  embarking  on 
board  of  her. 

I  can  procure  no  water  at  this  place,  and  as  there  is  now  but  seven 
days'  supply  on  board,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  go  to  Key  West  for  water, 
wood,  coal,  and  some  few  articles  of  provision,  aud  also  to  Havana  for 
the  mail. 

The  Star  of  the  West  has  gone  down  to  the  Brazos  for  the  troojis  that 
are  there;  she  will  have  left  here  for  the  United  States  before  1  could 
get  back.  The  next  embarkation  will  not  take  place  (that  is,  the  last 
of  the  troops  to  be  embarked)  before  the  middle  of  May  at  any  rate 
(so  1  am  informed  by  the  commanding  oflBcer). 

As  this  is  a  very  unsafe  and  exposed  anchorage,  I  shall  remain  at 
Havana,  allowing  sufficient  time  to  reach  here  again  before  the  steamer 
arrives  to  take  the  next  detachment,  should  1  not  receive  other  iustmc- 
tions  in  the  meantime. 

Since  I  have  been  anchored  here  in  this  ship  the  Empire  City  has 
lost  one  anchor  and  had  to  put  to  sea  throe  times;  the  Star  of  the  West 
has  lost  one  anchor  aud  chain  and  put  to  sea  once  in  consequence  of 
bad  weather. 
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I  have  managed  to  hold  on  by  keeping  up  steam  for  about  one  day. 
I  shall  send  this  comumuication  by  the  Empire  Citi/,  as  she  wUl 
probably  have  left  Havana  before  I  can  reach  there. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  8TBONO, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waahington,  D.  C. 


Cooperation  of  the  Xavy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Picketut,  April  13  and 

17,  J.'^fU. 

Order  of  Oencnl  Boott,  U,  8,  Army,  to  Colonel  Brown,  V.  S.  Army,  appointed  to  oommuid 
Department  of  Florida,  regarding  reenforoement  of  Fort  Piekeni. 

Headquabtkrs  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  April  1, 1S61. 

StE:  You  have  been  designatoil  to  take  command  of  au  expedition 
to  reenforce  and  bold  Fort  Pickens,  in  the  harbor  of  Pensacoia,  You 
will  proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  that  place,4ind  you  will 
assume  command  of  all  the  laud  forces  of  the  United  States  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Florida.  You  will  proceed  to  New  York,  where 
steam  transportation  for  four  companies  will  be  engaged,  and,  putting 
on  board  such  supplies  as  you  can  ship,  without  delay  proceed  at  once 
to  your  destination.  The  engineer  company  of  sappers  and  miners; 
Brevet  Major  Hunt's  Company  M,  Second  Artillery;  Captain  Johns's 
Company  0,  Third  Infantry;  Oapta^iu  Clitz's  Company  E,  Third  Infan- 
try, will  embark  with  you  in  the  first  steamer.  Other  troops  and  full 
supplies  will  be  sent  alter  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Cai)tain  Meigs  will  accompany  you  as  engineer,  and  will  remain  with 
you  until  you  are  established  in  Fort  Pickens,  when  he  will  return  to 
resume  his  duties  in  this  city.  The  other  members  of  your  staff  will 
be  Assistant  Surgeon  John  Campbell,  medical  staff;  Captain  Rufus 
Ingalls,  assistant  quartermaster;  Captain  Henry  F.  Clarke,  assistant 
commissary  of  subsistence;  Brevet  Captain  George  L.  Hartsufl',  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  and  First  Lienteuaut  George  T.  Balcb,  ordnance 
officer. 

The  object  and  destination  of  this  expedition  will  be  communicated  to 
no  one  to  whom  it  is  not  already  known.  The  naval  olficers  in  the  Gulf 
wOl  be  instructed  to  cooperate  with  you,  and  to  afford  every  facility  in 
their  power  for  the  luicomplishment  of  the  object  of  the  expedition, 
which  is  the  security  of  Fort  Pickens  against  all  attacks,  foreign  and 
domestic.  Should  a  shot  be  fired  at  you,  you  will  defend  yourself  and 
your  expedition  at  whatever  hazard,  and,  if  needful  for  such  defense, 
inflict  upon  the  assailants  all  the  damage  in  your  power  within  the 
range  of  your  guns. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Keyea,  military  secretary,  will  be  authorized  to 
give  all  necessary  orders  and  to  call  upon  the  staff  department  for 
every  requisite  material  and  transportation,  and  other  steamers  will 
follow  that  on  which  you  embark,  to  cany  reenfoicements,  supplies,  and 
jMovisions  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  Pickens  for  six  months.  Captain 
Barry's  battery  will  follow  as  soon  as  a  vessel  can  be  fitted  for  its 
transportation.  Two  or  three  foot  companies  will  embark  at  the  isame 
time  with  the  battery.     All  the  companies  will  be  filled  up  to  the 


i 


OPERATIONS  IN  THE   GULP  OP  MEXICO. 

maximum  standard,  those  to  embark  first  from  the  recruits  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York.  The  other  companies  will  be  filled,  if  practicable, 
■with  iustructe<l  soldiers. 

You  will  miiko  Fort  Jefferson  your  main  depot  and  base  of  opera- 
tions. You  will  be  cai'eftil  not  to  reduce  tflo  niuib  the  means  of  the 
fortresses  iu  the  Florida  Reef,  as  they  are  deemed  of  greatt»r  importance 
thaneveuFort  Pickens.  The  naval  officers  iu  the  Gulf  will  be  instructetl 
to  cooperate  with  you  in  every  way  in  order  to  insure  the  safety  of 
Fort  Pickens,  Fort  Jefferson,  anil  Fort  Taylor.  You  will  fully  commu- 
nicate with  them  for  this  end,  and  will  exhibit  to  them  the  authority 
of  the  President  herewith. 

The  President  directs  that  you  be  assigned  to  duty  from  this  date 
according  to  your  brevet  rank  in  the  Army. 

With  great  confidence  in  your  judgment  zeal,  and  intelligence,  I 
remain,  resx>ectfally, 

WiNFEBLD  Scott. 

Brevet  Colonel  Habtey  Beown,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  0. 

Apeijl  2,  1861. 
Approved: 

Abraham  Linooln. 

pSnclosare.] 

ExEOiTTiTE  Mansion,  Washington,  April  1, 1861. 
All  ofQcers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  to  whom  this  order  may  be  exhib- 
ited will  aid  by  every  means  in  their  jwwer  the  expedition  under  the 
command  of  Colouef  Harvey  Brown,  supplying  him   with  men  and 
material,  and  cooperating  with  him  as  ho  may  desire. 

Abraham  Linooln. 


Order  of  the  Preiident  of  the  TTnited  State*  regarding  oonfidontial  initniotloni  to  lieatenant 

Porter,  U.  8.  Havy. 

ExEouTiTE  Mansion,  April  1, 18C,1. 
Lieutenant  D.  D.  Porter  will  take  command  of  the  steamer  Powhatan, 
or  any  other  United  States  steamer  ready  for  sea  which  he  may  deem 
most  fit  for  the  service  to  which  he  has  been  assigned  by  confidential 
instructions  of  this  date. 

All  officers  are  commanded  to  afford  him  all  such  facilities  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  for  getting  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible.  He  will  select 
the  officers  who  are  to  accompany  him. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
Ilecommended : 

Wm.  H.  Seward. 


Oidar  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Lieatonant  Porter,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  proodad  to 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 

BxECUTiTE  Mansion,  April  i,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  New  York,  and  with  the  least  possible 
delay  assume  command  of  any  naval  steamer  available.    Proceed  to 
Pensacola  II arbor,  and  at  any  cost  or  risk  prevent  any  expedition  from 
the  mainland  reaching  Fort  Pickens  or  Santa  Bosa. 


GULP 


MEXICO. 


Ton  will  exhibit  this  order  to  any  naval  officer  at  Pensacola  if  you 
deem  it  necessary  after  yoa  have  established  yourself  within  the  har- 
bor, aud  will  request  cooperation  by  the  entrance  of  at  least  one  other 
vessel. 

This  order,  its  object,  and  yonr  destination  will  be  communicated  to 
no  person  whatever  until  yon  reach  the  harbor  of  Pensacola. 

Abbajiam  Lincoln. 

Lientenant  D.  D.  Poetbe,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Becommended : 

Wm.  H.  Seward. 


• 


Order  of  the  PrMidsnt  of  the  United  State*  to  Captain  Keroer,  U.  8.  Havy,  detaching  him  from 
the  command  of  U.  8.  8.  Powhatan. 

Washington  City,  April  i,  1S61. 

SlE :  Circumstances  render  it  necessary  to  place  in  command  of  your 
ship,  and  for  a  special  purpose,  an  officer  who  is  duly  informed  aud 
instructed  in  relation  to  the  wishes  of  the  Government,  and  you  will 
therefore  consider  yourself  detached ;  but  in  taking  this  step  the  Gov- 
ernment does  not  intend  in  tbe  least  U)  reflect  upon  your  efliciency  or 
patriotism ;  on  the  contrary,  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  your  ability 
to  perform  any  duty  required  of  you. 

Hoping  soon  to  be  able  to  give  yon  a  better  command  than  tbe  one 
yon  now  enjoy,  and  trusting  that  you  will  have  full  confidence  in  the 
disposition  of  the  Government  toward  you,  I  remain, 

Abbaham  Linooln. 

Captain  Sajhttel  Mbbceb,  U.  S.  Navy. 


[Telej^nuD.] 

WashinotON,  April  1, 1861. 
Fit  ont  Powhatan  to  go  to  sea  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  under 
sealed  orders.   Orders  by  a  confidential  messenger  go  forward  to-morrow. 

AHRAHAivr  Lincoln. 
Commandant  Navy  Yabd, 

Brooklyn,  If.  Y. 


Order  of  the  Preaident  of  the  TTaited  Statei  to  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Kew  York,  regarding 
the  fitting  oat  of  the  V.  8.  8.  Powhatan. 

Executive  ALansion,  April  i,  1861. 
Sib  :  You  will  fit  out  the  Poichatan  without  delay.    Lientenant  Por- 
ter will  relieve  Captain  Mercer  in  command  of  her.    She  is  bound  on 
secret  service,  and  you  will  under  no  circumstances  communicate  to  the 
Navy  Department  the  fact  that  she  is  fitting  out. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

OOMMAITOANT   NAVY   YAED, 

New  York. 


Beport  of  Captain  Adami,  V.  S.  Navy,  tenior  officer  present  off  Pensacola,  transmitting  oom- 
monicatian  from  Captain  Vogdes,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  cooperation  for  the  protection  of 
Fort  Pickens. 

U.  8.  Fbiqate  Sabinb, 

Off  PensacoUt,  April  1, 186i. 
SiE ;  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me 
by  Captain  Vogdes,  U.  S.  Army,  who  is  here  in  command  of  some 
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troops  Bont  out  in  Janaary  last  to  reenforce  the  garrison  of  Fort  Pick- 
ens. I  have  declined  to  land  the  men  as  Captain  Yogdes  requests,  as 
it  would  be  in  direct  violation  of  the  orders*  from  the  Navj'  Depart- 
ment under  which  I  am  acting. 

The  instructions  from  General  Scott  to  Captain  Vogdes  are  of  old 
date  (March  12t)  and  may  have  been  given  without  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  condition  of  afl'airs  here.  They  would  be  no  justification  to  uie. 
Such  a  step  is  too  important  to  be  taken  without  the  clearest  orders 
from  proper  authority.  It  would  most  certainly  be  viewed  as  a  hostile 
a<!t,  antl  would  be  resisted  to  the  utmost.  No  one  acquainted  with  the 
feelings  of  the  military  assembled  under  General  Bragg  can  doubt  that 
it  would  be  considered  not  only  a  declaration  but  an  act  of  war.  It 
would  be  a  serious  thing  to  bring  on  by  any  precipitation  a  collision 
which  may  be  entirely  against  the  wishes  of  the  Administration.  At 
presput  both  sides  are  l^iithfully  observing  the  agreement  entered  into 
by  the  U.  S,  Government  with  Mr.  Mallory  and  Colonel  Chase.  This 
agreement  binds  us  not  to  reouforce  Fort  Pickens  unless  it  shall  be 
attacked  or  threatened.  It  binds  them  not  to  attack  it  unless  we 
should  attempt  to  reenforce  it.  I  saw  General  Bragg  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
who  reassured  me  the  conditions  on  their  part  should  not  be  violated, 
"y^liile  1  can  not  take  on  myself  under  .such  insufticient  authority  as 
General  Scott's  order  the  fearful  responsibility  of  an  act  which  seems 
to  render  civil  war  inevitable,  I  am  ready  at  all  times  to  carry  out 
whatever  orders  I  may  receive  frtim  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  yon  will  please  send  me  instructions  as  soon  a.s 
possible,  that  I  may  be  relieved  fnini  a  painful  embarrassment. 
Very  r68i)ectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain^  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  GtDKON  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  JV^ary,  Washington,  D.  0. 

[Bnoloaora.] 

U.  S.  Feioate  Sabikk, 
OffPeneaoola,  Fla.,  April  1, 1861. 
Sni:  n«\rewith  1  send  yon  a  copy  of  an  order*  received  by  me  last 
night.     You  will  s»h>  by  it  that  I  am  directed  to  land  my  command  at 
the  (MirlinHt  opportunity.    I  have  therefore  to  reque-st  that  you  will 
plftoo  At  tny  disposal  such  boats  luid  other  meaus  as  will  enable  me  to 
carry  Into  cllwt  the  cucJosihI  order. 
Yours,  etc., 

I.  Vogdes, 
CaplatHy  Fimt  Artiliery,  Commatiding. 
OK))Uiin    II.    A.    .\t)AMH, 

Vomm»miiH;i  Sitrtil  Force*  off  PensaroUi, 


»(  lb*  «mMoliiir  tt  Uf  Navy  M  OfeptUa 


rMiHnii*.  i««*rtta|  (MrtraliMi  witk  «k*  Amy  Ibr 


0. 1. 1l*yy, 


>«f  VMt 


llitnlhlKUtliit.l  Katt  \^KrAMTTts.Jir,  April  6, 1861. 

Him  :  YiMii  dlnpaMi  of  .\iu-i1  1  is  rt^x«i>'od.    The  Deuartmeat  regntB 
tittit  yuti  did  not  comply  with  the  rtniutvit  of  Oaptuiu  Vogdm  tocMxy 

*  (Mw  |t|v  itf » ?(.  t8M  Vk  to.  " 
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into  effect  the  orders  of  General  Scott  sent  out  by  the  Orvsader  nnder 
the  orders  of  the  Department. 

You  will  immediately  on  the  first  favorable  opportunity  after  receipt 
of  this  order  aft'ord  every  facility  to  Captain  Vogdes  by  boats  and  other 
means  to  enable  him  to  land  the  troops  under  his  command,  it  being 
the  wish  ami  intention  of  the  Navy  Department  to  cooperate  with  the 
War  Department  in  that  object. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  Henry  A.  Adaus, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Peitaacola. 


Baport  of  Captain  Wordan.  TT.  8.  If  avy,  to  the  Aeting  Sscrstary  of  the  Ravy,  rsgarding  daliTtiy 
of  Dapartmsnt't  dUpBtohss  for  Captain  Adanu,  U.  S.  Navy,  at  Pemaoola. 

Office  op  Geneeix  Supeeintbndbnt,  etc.. 

New  York,  September  20, 1865. 
Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  directing 
me  to  "furnish  the  Department  with  a  copy  of  the  order  under  which 
you  (I)  proceeded  to  Pensacohi  in  April,  1801,  as  a  bearer  of  dispatches," 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  never  received  a  written  order  to  pro- 
ceed on  that  duty.  Late  in  the  evening  of  April  6  I  Wivs  sent  for  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  (Uou.  Gideon  Welles)  and  was  verbally 
ordered  by  him  to  proceed  with  all  possible  speed  to  Pensacola  with 
dispatches  for  Captain  Adams,  commanding  the  naval  forces  off  that 
harbor,  and  in  obedience  to  that  order  I  started  early  next  morning 
(April  7)  by  the  way  of  Aquia  Creek  and  Richmond,  reaching  Pensa- 
cola about  midnight  of  April  10.  On  April  11  by  the  time  I  was  ena- 
bled to  reach  the  Wyandotte,  then  lying  inside  the  harbor  under  Fort 
Pickens,  the  wind  wivs  blowing  so  hard  that  her  commander  declined 
to  take  me  out  to  the  squadron.  The  next  day  (April  12)  I  was  t.T,ken 
out  and  delivered  the  dispatches  about  noon,  or  rather  the  substance 
of  them,  having  destroyed  the  dispatches  near  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Woeden, 

Captain, 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  8.  NsTy,  to  Commander  Foote,  TT.  8.  Havy,  regarding 

oonflioting  orden. 

AsTOB  House  |New  York,  N.  Y.,  April  5f],  8  o'clock. 
Dbab  Captain:  I  am  with  Captain  Meigs  and  we  are  telegraphing 
to  Mr.  Seward.  Meigs  thinks  Mr.  Welles's  telegram  •  is  bogus.  Would 
he,  think  you,  dare  to  countermand  an  order  (written  order)  of  the 
Presidentt  Meigs  and  myself  (knowing  all  the  circumstances)  think 
it  imiwssible.  1  shall  stay  over  tonight  to  keep  telegiaphing.  So 
much  depends  on  having  no  mistakes  made  in  this  matter.  If  you 
hear  anjrthing  will  you  send  me  wordt    I  will  be  at  the  yaid  at  6 
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o'clock  in  tlie  morning.    Will  you  take  care  of  my  boy  to-nightt    And 
oblige  mo  by  sending  the  enclosed  to  Mr.  Heap,  on  board  the  Porcluitan 
Youi-8,  very  truly, 

D.   D.  POBTEE. 

[Commander  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Acting  Commandant  Nary  Yard,  New  Yorlc.\ 


[Talegrun.] 

Give  the  Powhatan  up  to  Captain  Mercer. 
[Lieutenant  D.  D.  Porteb.] 


Afbil  6, 186L 
Sewahd. 


[Telegram.] 

Apbll  6,  1861. 
I  received  my  orders  from  the  President  and  shall  proceed  and  exe- 
cute them. 

D.  D.  Poetee. 
[Hon.  Wif.i.TAM  H.  Sbwabd.] 


er  from  lieutenant  Porter,  V.  8,  ITavy,  to  Conunimder  Foots,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  order 
from  the  President  of  the  Vnited  Btatei. 

At  Sea,  Aitril  6, 1861. 
Deab  Captain  :  The  telegram  you  sent  me  afforded  me  no  comfort: 
on  the  contrary,  burdened  me.  Still  the  Presidcut  says  nothing  and  I 
must  obey  his  orders;  they  are  too  explicit  to  be  misunderstood.  I  got 
them  from  his  own  hand.  lie  has  not  recalled  them.  Meigs  is  off  and 
ahead  of  me.  1  could  not  go  with  him,  and  I  recollect  that  all  Meigs's 
guns  ■were  on  board.  This  is  an  unpleasant  position  to  be  in,  but  I  will 
work  out  of  it.  Am  sustained  by  my  sense  of  duty  and  will  leave  the 
rest  to  that  kind  Provi<lence  which  has  never  deserted  me  in  very  trj'- 
ing  circumstances.  Will  you  please  forward  the  enclosed  dispatch  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  t  Also  please  detain  all  private  letters  that  may 
be  in  the  bag  for  five  days. 

Truly  and  sincerely,  yours, 

D.  D.  POETEK. 

[Commander  A.  H.  Foote,  TJ.  8.  Kavy, 

Acting  Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York.\ 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  Bragg,  C,  S.  Army,  oonunanding  Confederate  troopi  near  PenM- 
cola,  to  Captain  Adami,  U.  8.  ITavy,  senior  officer  preeent  off  Poniaoola,  regarding  reen- 
foroement  of  Fort  Pickens. 

Hbadquaetees  Teoops  Confederate  States, 

Near  Pemacola,  Fla.,  April  8, 1861. 

SiE :  I  learn  that  an  ofBcer  of  the  D.  S.  Engineers  has  been  added  to 

the  garrison  at  Fort  Pickens  since  my  communication  to  you  of  the  13th 
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10.     nt3  preaence  oven  tcinj.oiarily  to  consult  with  the  commander 
is  not  in  kecpitif;  with  the  agreeiiieiit  of  your  Goveniuieut,  and  I  can 
only  regard  liia  i)reseiK'c  as  a  reenfbrcement. 
^_^  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^M  Braxton  Bragg, 

^V  Brigadier-Qineral,  Commanding 

^^    Captain  H.  A.  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy, 
^H  (Senior  Officer  of  Pemacola. 

I 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Slemmer,  U.  8.  Army,  oommanding  Fort  Piokeni,  to  Captain  Adami, 
U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Fensaeola,  regarding  immediate  reenforcement 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  April  in,  isci. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  view  of  information  received 
through  private  hands  I  deem  the  safety  of  the  fort  depends  on  its 
j       immediate  rceuforcenicnt. 

Of  courHo  if  tliis  can  he  done  without  its  being  seen  by  the  opposing 
^—^party  it  would  be  much  better  than  bringing  tbeni  iu  openly. 
^m  I  am 


J,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEUfMER, 
First  Lievt^iant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Squadron  U.  8.  Navy  off  Pensacola  Harbor. 


$ 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  Bragg,  C.  S,  Army,  to  Captain  Adams.  IT.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer 
present  off  Pensaoola,  regarding  apparent  reenforcement  of  Fort  Pickens. 


Headquarters  Troops  Confederate  States, 

Xear  I'mmrola,  Fla.,  April  10,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  reply  to  my  cominunii'ation  of  the  8tli  instant  is  just 
reeeived.  Froui  information  considered  relialite  I  felt  assured  an  officer 
of  U.  S.  Engineers,  Brevet  Major  Z.  B.  Tower,  was  (|uartered  on  one  of 
your  vessels,  but  spent  much  of  his  time  daily  at  F<trt  Pickens  iu  con- 
sulting and  advising  with  the  commaiidiug  oflicer.  1  cotikl  but  regard 
his  aid  under  present  circuni.stances  as  a  reent'orcemcnt,  and  felt  it  due 
to  you  to  call  your  attention  Xm  the  fact.    It  will  giv*;  me  pleasure  to 

Ilearu  I  am  misinformed. 
1  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

f  Braxton  Bragg, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
Captain  U.  A.  Adams, 
Senior  U.  S.  Naval  Officer  off  Pensacola. 
tetl 


I 


itter  tnm  Captain  Adams,  tJ.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacolo,  to  Lienteni 
Slemmer,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Pickens,  Fla ,  promising  prompt  reenforcement 
when  required. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sarins, 

Off  I'enmcola,  April  11,  ISfll. 

Bib:  Yon  have  stated  in  yonr  coramunii-ation  to  me  of  the  lOth 
instant  that  from  information  leceived  through  private  hands  you  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  safety  of  the  fort  depends  on  its  immediate 
reenforcement.  Will  you  be  ])leased  to  lay  this  iitfonnation  in  full 
before  mef  So  many  unfounded  rumors  have  been  iu  circulation 
N  W  B — VOL  4 8 
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to  J 


tliis  same  effect  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  cautious,  and  my  orders  are 
positive  u<it  to  land  leeuforceiuents  unless  the  fort  is  actually  attacked 
or  preparations  are  making  to  attack  it  Should  your  information  be 
Bucli  as  to  justify  it,  1  will  have  recti forcements  landed  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable when  the  state  of  the  sea  will  admit  of  boats  landing  outside 
Pthe  harbor,  and  at  night,  as  you  recommend. 
i  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present, 
Lieutenant  A.  J.  Rlemmkr, 

Gommamiiny  Fori  PicketUj  Fla. 


I 

I 


Letter  from  lientenant  Blemmer,  IT.  B.  Arm;,  ooaunanding  Fort  Pickens,  Fla,,  to  Captain 
Adama,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  FensaooU,  regarding  transfer  of  officer  of 
doubtful  loyalty. 

FoBT  Pickens,  Fla.,  April  li,  1S61. 
Sre:  With  this  note  I  send  Ordnance  Sergeant  [E.  H.]  Broady.  I 
think  he  is  a  dangerous  man  in  the  fort,  as  some  parties  on  the  other 
side  arc  inakiii^i  overtures  to  him  for  the  treacherous  surrender  of  the 
fort,  ofteriiig  coiimti.ssioiis,  nioiuiy,  etc.,  to  any  noncommissioned  officer 
or  soldier  who  will  give  them  the  fort  without  the  shedding  of  blood. 
I  do  not  wish  t<i  jutnish  him,  as  I  do  not  know  t<\  what  extent  he  has 
committed  Iiiiiiself,  Imt  I  do  not  think  it  is  safe  to  have  him  in  the  fort. 
If  you  can  keep  him  on  your  vessel  until  something  is  determined  you 
will  nuicli  oblige  [inej.  He  should  not  be  permitted  to  write  and  send 
letters  or  messages. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

A.  J.  Slemmbr, 
First  Lieutenant,  Firgt  Artillery,  Commanding. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Squadron  U.  8.  Navy  off  Pemacola  Harbor. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Slenuner,  IT.  8.  Army,  oommandisg  Fort  Pickens,  Fla,,  to  CapUiin 
Adams.  V.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Fensaoola,  urging  the  need  of  immediate  reon- 
foroement. 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  April  12, 1861. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  I  liave  to 
state  the  information  I  received  is  through  varied  sources  and  all  to 
the  same  etfect,  viz,  that  the  troop.s  were  preparing  to  embark  for  this 
island,  and  that  boats  and  material  were  ready  at  the  navy  yard  to 
start  at  any  moment;  that  the  intention  was  to  laud  either  last  night 
or  the  night  before.  The  weather  having  been  such  these  nights  that 
they  could  scarcely  cross  unless  very  determined,  they  may  be  expected 
at  the  first  favorable  opportunity.  I  have  deemed  my  information  of 
such  iiiiporfauce  that  for  the  last  two  nights  my  men  have  been  placed 
at  the  guns  in  readiness  to  repel  an  attack.  My  men  and  otticers  are 
much  fatigued,  and  1  de«m  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  fort  should 
be  reenfoned  immediately.  Provisions  should  also  be  landed  wliile 
there  is  yet  time  to  do  so  by  the  Wyandotte. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  .1.  Slemmbb, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

^    Oaptain  H.  A.  Adams, 

H  Commanding  Squadron  U.  8.  Ifavy  off  Pensacola  Harbor. 
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Letter  from  Bhgadier-Oeneral  Bragg,  C.  8.  Army,  commandiiig  Confederate  troops  near  Penaa- 
cola,  10  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Fensaoola,  regarding  delivery  of 
mail  matter. 

IIeadquabtbbs  Troops  op  Conpf-debate  States, 

Near  Petmicola,  Fla.,  April  1^,  ISG^. 
SlK :  As  au  iwt  of  prudence  I  deeui  it  best  to  prevent  any  mail  boat 
frnin  Fort  Pickens  landing  on  this  side.  Coiumodore  Iiigrahnm  will 
send  idl  mail  niattei-  for  your  fleet  and  Fort  Pifkeiis  daily.  Any  com- 
muuication  for  me  you  can  deliver  to  Commodore  Ingraliaui  at  the  navy 
yard,  but  no  member  of  the  boat's  crew  sliuuld  laud. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Braog, 
Brigadier- General,  Commandinff, 
Captain  II.  A.  Adams, 

U.  a.  Senior  Naval  Officer  off  Penmcola, 


Beport  of  Captain  Adams,  TT,  8,  Havy,  senior  officer  present  off  Fensaoola,  of  the  sueoeufcl 
reenforcemenl  of  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  8,  Frigate  Sabine, 

Of  Pcmacoln,  April  U,  1861. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  immediately  on  receipt  of 
your  order*  by  Lieirk'uaut  Worden,  on  the  llitb  instant,  I  prepared  to 
reenforce  Fort  Pifken.s.  It  was  suei'essfnlly  performed  the  same  night 
by  landing  the  troops  under  Captain  Vogdes  and  the  marines  of  the 
.squadron  under  Lieutenant  Cash.  No  ojiposition  was  nmde,  nor  do  I 
believe  the  movement  was  known  on  shore  until  it  was  aeconiidished. 
A  strong  party  of  oHieera  and  seamen  were  sent  to  assist  in  case  of 
resistance,  wlio  afterwards  returned  to  their  ships.  The  marines 
remained  in  the  fort  at  the  request  of  Captain  Vogdes,  a  copy  of  which 
I  enclose. 

The  whole  ex]tedition  was  under  the  charge  of  Commander  C.  H. 
Poor,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  [A.  N.|  Smith,  of  the  Brooklyn,  Lieu- 
tenants [R.  F.  R.j  Lewis  and  [L.  H.l  Newman,  of  the  Sabinr,  and 
Lieutenant  [C  F.)  Belknap,  of  tne  Ht,  Louin,  and  it  is  highly  creditable 
to  these  oflicers  that  this  service  was  performed  without  accident  or 
disorder  under  unfavorable  circumstances.  The  Hrooklyn,  Captain 
Walker,  and  the  Wi/andotte,  Lieutenant  Ctunmanding  Mullany,  were 
very  skillfully  managed.  They  carried  the  landing  party  to  the  desig- 
nated point  with  iiccuracy,  in  sjute  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and 
not  having  the  lighthouse  to  guide  them,  the  light  having  been  extin- 
guished early  in  the  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present, 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washinyton,  D.  C. 

ISDclosure.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sahine, 

Off  Penm<-ola,  April  12,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  all  the  marines  which  you  can  spare 
from  the  squadron,  with  their  oflicers,  may  be  landed  to  reenforce  Fort 
Pickens  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible.     I  make  this  re(jueBt  as  I 

*Beep.  UO. 
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deem  from  the  large  force  which  the  eueniy  at  |>re8eiit  has  at  his  dis- 
posiil  Fort  Pickens  is  in  danger  fnmi  his  attack,  aud  that  the  present 
garrison,  even  when  reenforci'd  by  tlie  troops  now  on  board  the  Brook- 
lyn^ would  not  be  ftmnd  atleqnate  to  its  defense. 
Verj'  resiMJctfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  VOGDES, 

Captain,  First  Artillery, 
Captain  11.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Xuval  Force*  off  Pensacola. 


Latter  tzma  Captain  Vogdei,  U.  8.  Army,  oommanding  Fort  Piokeni,  Fla.,  to  Captain  Adams, 
U.  8.  Havy,  tenior  officer  preeent  off  Fensaoola,  making  leqniiition  for  men  and  itores. 

Fdbt  Pickens,  April  13, 18G1. 
Dear  (.'aptain  :  Here  we  are  all  safe.  The  enemy  did  not  evidently 
(leeui  it  prudent  to  atta<'k  iis.  I  am  going  to  call  on  you  for  a  large 
requisition.  I  Jiave  lirst  to  recjuest  that  you  will  huid  2.'jO  sailors, 
with  the  proper  number  of  officers.  Next  I  have  to  re(juest  that  you 
will  let  me  have  tlie  following  articles:  Pour  barrels  whisky,  three 
j)ieces  of  tlannel,  as  many  axes  and  shovels  as  you  ciin  spare,  and  some 
canvas  (old  will  answer),  as  much  as  you  can  let  me  have.  Will  you 
then  send  one  of  my  men  on  the  !irookli/>i  to  attend  to  getting  out  the 
company  jnoperty?  lie  will  know  their  relative  importance  and  the 
order  in  which  thi-y  slimild  be  sent.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  get 
the  provisions  and  lifty  i^Lells  on  shore  as  quickly  as  possible.  1  have 
sent  a  party  up  the  beach  to  reconnoitor.  I  send  the  quartermaster 
back  with  some  men  that  were  accidentally  left.  Please  let  him  have 
the  signals  and  allow  lilm  to  return  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  the 
moment  that  I  ascertain  that  the  island  is  dear  I  will  signal  to  you,  in 
order  that  y'ou  may  commence  the  operation  of  landing  men  aud  stores. 
I  send  enclosed  du]3licate  requisitions,  which  can  be  filled  out  by  the 
oflicers  responsible  for  the  pro[>erty  according  to  the  amount  or  uiim- 
ber  furnished.  Lieuteuant  Langdou  will  receipt  for  the  stores  sent 
according  to  the  invoices,  or  will  purchase  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

I.  VOGDES, 

Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

Captain  H.  A.  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commttndinff  Fleet  off  Pensacola  Harbor,  Florida. 

P.  8. — Will  you  please  let  the  Wifandoite  come  as  near  to  the  shore  as 
conveuient,  in  order  that  we  may  be  able  to  communicate  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  as  I  have  reason  to  think  that  the  people  at  the  navy  yard 
are  in  iiosscssion  of  the  signal  book.  I  shall  thorefore  signal  No.  758, 
"All  clear,"  aud  No.  282,  "Kou't  laud." 

1.  V. 


: 


Letter  from  Captain  Vogdei,  IT.  8.  Army,  eommanding  Fort  Pickeni,  to  Captain  Adami,  17.  8. 
Ilavy,  senior  officer  present  off  Feniacola,  regarding  the  danger  of  occupation  by  the  enemy 
of  Santa  Soaa  Island. 

FoET  PiOKENS,  April  13,  1861. 
Dear  Captain:  From  what  I  Lave  observetl  to-day  I  deem  it  not 
improbable  that  the  enemy  may  cross  over  and  endeavor  to  establish 
himself  on  Santa  IJosa  Island.     I  would  therefore  suggest  that  it  may 
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be  prudent  for  tlie  Wyantiolte  and  Brooklyn  to  move  up  to  tbe  position 
indicated  in  Major  Tower's  and  my  conversation  with  you.  By  that 
means  you  would  be  able  to  tiilce  him  in  flank  should  he  attempt  to 
advance,  and  probably  deter  hiiu  from  uiakiiin  any  attempts  to  estab- 
lish himself.  1  think  that  movement  even  without  you  firing  on  him 
would  have  a  trreat  moral  etfcct,  and  in  any  event  observations  from 
the  shijj's  ma.stliead  niijjrht  allnrd  us  u.settal  infnrniation  as  to  his  designs. 
I  send  ytm  a  New  York  Herald  of  tlie  SMi  instant,  by  wliich  you  will 
see  that  if  newspaper  reiKirts  can  be  trusted  there  will  be  a  large 
fpiantity  of  material,  etc.,  to  lie  landed  here  soon,  and  consequently 
liow  important  it  may  be  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  any  batteries 
on  the  island  which  might  interfere  witb  their  being  lauded. 
Yours,  truly, 

I.  VOGDES, 

Captain,  First  Artillery. 
Captain  H.  A,  Adaus,  U.  8.  Navy, 


: 


Letter  from  Captain  Vogdes,  IT.  8.  Army,  oommanding  Fort  Pickeiu,  Fla.,  to  Captain  Adans, 
U.  8.  Navy,  lenior  officer  preeent  off  Fensocola,  regarding  violation  of  armistice. 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  April  l-i,  1861. 
Dear  Captain:  General  Bragg  has  just  sent  ine  a  verbal  message 
by  his  adjutant-general,  <Jokiuel  Wood,  requesting  to  know  why  the 
armistice  had  been  violated  by  reenforcing'Fort  Pickens.  In  reply  I 
stated  that  I  never  had  been  a  party  to  auy  armistice,  but  that  in  land- 
ing from  the  Ilrookh/n  and  taking  the  command  of  Fort  Pickens  I 
had  acted  under  orders  from  theOeneral  Government.  Hetlien  stated 
that  he  was  directed  by  General  Uragg  to  demand  from  the  late  com- 
mander, nddressing  liinise.lf  to  Lieutenant  Slemnter,  why  it  had  been 
violated  on  bis  part,  lie  answered  that  he  obeyed  the  orders  of  bis 
Government.  No  further  otlicial  comnmnication  passed  between  us. 
Y'our  obedient  servant, 

I.  VOGDES, 
Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Pickens, 

Captain  II.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola, 


letter  from  Brigadier-General  Bragg.  C.  B.  Army,  commanding  Confederate  troops  near  Penia- 
cola,  to  Captain  Adams,  V.  8.  Davy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola,  regarding  violation 
of  armistice. 

Hkadquautebs  Troops  Confederate  States, 

Near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  April  14,  ISCl, 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  tbe  13th  instant,  announcing  the  reen- 
forcement  of  Fort  Pickens,  was  received  by  me  this  evening.  How  you 
could  suppose  I  was  aware  of  that  fact,  and  that  it  was  done  by  "order 
of  tbe  U.  S.  Government."  I  do  m)t  understand,  when  it  was  accom- 
I»lishe<l  under  cover  of  thedarkncss  of  night  and  in  violation  of  a  .solemn 
compact.  I  only  wish  I  could  construe  the  orders  of  your  Government 
as  a  justification  of  the  :ict. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obeiiient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg, 
Brigadier ■  (Jcneral,  Commanding. 
Captain  U.  A.  Adams, 

Senior  U.  S.  Naval  Officer  off  Pensacola. 


OPERATIONS  IN  THE   OULP  OP  MEXICO. 
B«poTt  of  Lieatenast  Word«n,  V.  8,  Navy,  of  Mi  detention  as  piuoner  of  war. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  ir,,  1861. 
SiB:  I  started  from  Pensacola  on  iny  way  toward  Wasliiiiffton  on  the 
evening  of  tlie  12tli  instant;  was  arrested  near  this  jilace  on  the  13th, 
and  am  now  held  hero  as  a  i)ri8oner  of  war. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Wobden, 

LitiUenanl. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secmt^tnj  of  the  2)'avy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Letter  from  Captain  Vogdes,  IT.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Pickena,  to  Captain  Adami,  U.  8. 
Ha^y,  aenior  officer  preaent  off  Peniacola,  requeeting  additional  foree  of  laborer*. 

Fort  Pickens,  I'^la.,  April  id,  iSfll. 
Sir  :  "Will  you  please  let  me  have  100  seamen,  as  there  are  evidences 
of  fjreat  activity  on  the  oj^posite  shore  which  should  be  met  on  our 
side.  I  do  not  anticipate  an  a>i8ault,  but  1  want  more  laborers  to  put 
the  fort  in  a  proper  state  of  defense.  If  you  have  any  bags  jdease  let 
me  have  theui.  If  you  have  any  means  of  cooking  that  can  be  trans- 
ported, please  send  them  with  the  men.  Hut  for  the  fact  that  J  have 
no  means  of  cooking  for  more  men  and  veiy  poor  aecommodations  for 
them  1  shouhl  ask  for  30U  seamen.  If  the  Athiiitic  has  troops  for  this 
place  and  sand  bags,  it  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  your  seuding 
seamen  and  bread  bags  from  your  Heet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  Vogdes, 
Captain,  First  Artillery. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commandituj  V«t»rtJ  Forces  off  Perutaoola. 

P.  S. — I  hope,  however,  if  there  are  any  trooj)8on  board  the  Atlantic 
for  this  place,  that  you  will  make  every  eflbrt  to  laud  them  tonight. 


Beporc  of  Captain  Adami,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  preaent  off  Pensacola,  of  the  landing  by 
▼eiaeb  of  his  command  of  troops  and  stores  at  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  S.  Frigatk  Sabine, 

Off  Pensacola,  Aprtl  18,  1861. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  here  of  the  steamer 
Atlantic,  on  the  16th  instant,  with  Colonel  B.  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  and 
a  number  of  troops  and  military  stores  on  board.  At  the  request  of 
Colonel  Brown  the  soldiers  were  inmiediately  landed  by  the  boats  of 
the  H(|Ha(lron,  which  are  now  employed  getting  the  stores,  etc.,  on  shore. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  special  attention  to  what  follows,  as  I  think 
it  important.  The  Sabine  and  St.  Louis  are  getting  abort  of  water. 
We  have  no  way  of  getting  any  but  from  the  BrooMyn,  where  it  is 
distilled.  This  resource  may  be  cut  ofif  from  us  at  any  moment  by  the 
breaking  of  the  a'"^aratus  or  its  becoming  necessary  to  employ  the 
Brooklyn  elsewhere.  The  rains  are  so  scanty  that  we  can  get  none  that 
way.  The  Wyandotte  I  expect  every  day  to  break  down.  Her  engine 
is  much  worn,' and  for  the  last  hundred' days  her  fires  have  only  been 
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out  twentyfoiir  liours.  A  steamer  of  light  draft — 5  or  6  feet — that 
could  carry  supplies  or  reeuforfements  up  to  the  very  walls  of  Fort 
Pickeua  would  attbrd  more  iuiportaut  cooperation  to  Colonel  Brown 
that)  half  a  dozen  sailing  frigates.  1  have  asked  for  such  a  steamer  on 
two  former  occasions.  Coal  for  the  steamers  will  soon  be  wanted. 
Owing  to  fresh  winds  and  rough  seas,  and  the  employment  of  our  boats 
by  the  Aruiy,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  all  our  stores  from  the 
Supply.     1  am  having  it  done  as  fast  as  circumstances  will  allow. 

The  scarcity  of  oflBcers  is  a  serious  and  growing  evil.  Since  the  date 
of  my  last  Captain  Walker,  of  the  Hrooklyii,  Lieutenant  Read,  of  the 
WifuH<lotte,  and  Mr.  Parker,  acting  gunner  of  this  ship,  have  all  been 
condemned  by  medical  survey.  I  have  ordered  Commander  Poor  to 
the  Brooklyn,  Commander  Gibson  t<>  the  St.  Louis,  Lieutenant  Mullany 
to  the  Supply,  ami  Lieuteiiaut  Williamson  from  the  Brooklyn  to  the 
Wyandotte.  On  board  this  ship  we  have  but  four  lieutenants,  no  mas- 
ter, no  gunuer,  no  sailnmker,  no  passed  or  other  midshipmeu.  The 
other  ships  are  no  better  olf. 

Very  respectfully,  youi'  obetlient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  <ind  Senior  Officer  I'resent. 

Hon.  GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  V.  B.  Anny,  commanding  Department  of  Florida,  to  Captain  Adams, 
V.  S,  Navy,  unior  oiiicsr  present  off  Pensacola. 

Heabquartebs,  Fort  Pickens,  April  17, 1861. 
CAPTAIN:  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  just  now  to  weaken  my  com- 
mand at  all.    Therefore  I  beg  you  will  permit  me  to  keep  the  detach- 
ment of  marines  a  few  days  longer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Dabvp.y  Brown, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces. 


I.etter  from  Colonel  Brodm,  TI.  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Florida,  to  Captain  Adami, 
n.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola,  regarding  position  of  vessels  of  his 
oonunand. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  17,  1861. 
Captain:  I  have  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  ships 
of  your  command  so  placed  as  to  aweep  the  land  approat^hes  to  this 
fort,  and  as  near  as,  in  your  judgment,  they  can  lie  with  safety.  I  would 
also  re8i>ectfully  suggest  that  guar<l  boats  along  the  beach  on  the 
inside  at  night  would  add  very  much  to  the  security  of  the  fort. 
I  am,  captaiu,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Captain  Adahs, 

Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola. 


Letter  &<om  Captain  Heigs,  V.  8.  Anny,  to  Captain  Adams,  XT.  8.  Navr,  Moior  offioer  prMsnt 
off  FenMoola,  regarding  means  for  affecting  a  landing  at  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  8.  Troopship  Atlantic, 
Off  Santa  Rom,  April  18,  1801— 1  a.  itu 
Sm:  If  the  weather  contiuues  fine,  we  will  endeavor  to  land  the 
horses  and  battery  tomorrow,  iis  soon  as  1  can  examine  the  giound  and 
determine  the  best  jtlace  for  them. 

The  horses  are  stifl'  trorn  long  standinfj,  and  we  think  it  would  save 
the  lives  of  many  of  them  if  they  could  be  transferred  to  the  deck  of  the 
Wt/andotte,  as  she  can  go  so  much  nearer  the  beach  than  this  ship, 
whicli  draws  20  feet  of  water. 

1  will  be  obliged  to  you  for  a  l)oat  at  daylight  to  take  me  ashore  and 
accompauj'  me  along  the  beach  while  recoiiiioitering. 

This  boat  should  he  arnird.    I^Lijor  Vogdcs  thinks  that  an  attempt 
will  be  made  to  land  before  morniug.     I  doubt  rt,  however. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  Meigs, 

Caj}tain. 
Captain  Adams, 

Commtindintj  Hquadrun  off  Pensacola. 

P.  8. — Colonel  Brown  thinks  that  it  is  very  important  to  have  guard 
boats  inside  at  night. 


IiCtter  ttora.  Colonel  Brown,  U.  B.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Florida,  to  Captain  Adami, 
U.  8.  Navy,  lenior  officer  present  off  Fensacola,  requesting  transportatian  for  troops  from 
Koy  West  to  Fensacola. 

Heabquabtees  Depabtsient  op  Florida, 

Fort  Pkkem,  April  19,  ISfil. 
Captain  :  I  (le.siro  to  bring  two  companies  of  infantry  from  Key  West 
to  this  port,  and  respectfully  leanest  that  a  sailing  vesstU  may  be  dis- 
patched t()  that  i>ort  to  carry  my  orders,  and  that  the  steamer  Cru- 
Udder  may  be  ordered  without  delay  to  transfer  the  troops  here,  with 
such  supplies  as  can  be  spared  from  tliat  place;  the  saihng  vessel  to 
receive  such  orders  and  destination  alter  her  arrival  as  you  may  desire 
to  give. 

If  you  can  comply  with  my  request  I  desire  that  the  ship  may  sail 
tomorrow,  or  as  soon  as  I  can  get  my  tlispatehes  ready. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Habvey  Beowjj, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Fensacola, 


Beport  of  Captain  Adams,  V.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Fensacola,  relatiye  to  reonfigiae- 
ments  and  supplies  for  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  S.  FniGATE  Sabine, 

Off  PenHucolu,  April  19,  1861. 
Sir  :  At  the  request  of  Colonel  Brown  I  have  sent  the  St.  Lovis  to 
Key  West  with  orders  to  the  Crmader  to  bring  down  immediately 
soldiers  and  stores. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IT.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  Vresent, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Mavy^  Wathingtonj  D,  0. 


A 
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letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  IT,  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Florida,  to  Captain  Adami, 
U.  S.  Navy,  senior  oHieer  present  off  Fensacola,  regarding  transmission  of  dispatches, 

llEAUyUABTEKS    DliPAKTiHENX    OF    FLORIDA, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  19,  1861. 
Captain:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  inforuiing 
me  tbat  you  would  scikI  tlie  W.  Louis,  at  my  re»|ue8t,  to  Key  We-st. 

I  can  not  get  Miy  (lisi)atclie.s  ready  before  to  morrow  morning,  but  will 
then,  if  you  will  luivi;  the  g<»odne.ss  to  send  fur  them. 

Will  yon  do  nie  the  favor  to  notify  Captain  Meigs,  so  that  he  can  pre- 
pare for  transmission  his  dispatches  for  Washington! 

The  Allantiv  is  not  sutlieiently  nnloaded  to  take  her,  and  the  stores 
on  board  her  are  of  immediate  and  pressing  necessity. 

I  ain,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Haevey  Huown, 
Jirevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Command iiKj  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola. 

P.  S. — Captain  Meigs  is  on  board  the  AUantic. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  IT.  S,  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Florida,  to  Captain  Adams, 
n.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Fensacola,  regarding  assistance  rendered. 

Headquabtebs  Department  op  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  I'J,  1861.- 
Captain:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  day's  date.  I  have 
given  to  Lieutenant  Murdaugli  my  views  and  wishes  respecting  the 
subject  of  my  two  notes  of  the  17th.  I  am  much  obliged  for  the  liberal 
assistance  you  have  aftbrded  me,  and  will  try  to  make  as  few  as  ixjssible 
calls  upon  you  for  iissistanee. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola. 


Seqaest  of  Colonel  Brown,  U.  8.  Army,  oommaading  Department  of  Florida,  to  Captain  Adams, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Fensacola,  for  the  8t.  Louis  to  remain  at  Key  West  during 
the  absence  of  the  Crusader. 

EEADQIIAETER.S   DEPARTMENT   OP  FLORIDA, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  I'J,  18(it. 
Captain:  On  reflection  I  think  that  the  taking  away  at  the  same 
time  the  Crusader  and  two  (roinpaiiies  may  too  much  weaken  that  port. 
May  I  ask  you  to  direct  the  St.  Louin  to  remain  in  the  harbor  for,  if 
necessary,  the  sui)port  of  the  fort  until  the  return  of  the  Crusader. 
1  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 
Jirevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Captain  U.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola, 
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Letter  from  Captain  Meigt,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Brown,  V.  8,  Army,  oommanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  Florida,  reporting  exeoation  of  orden  in  the  matter  of  the  U.  8.  troopehip  AUantio. 

U.  S.  Ship  Atlantic, 

April  19,  1861— 3: 30  p.  m. 

My  Dear  Colonel  :  I  have  received  yuur  letter,  ami  thauk  you  for 
the  very  kind  terms  in  wLicli  you  exitress  your  diflercnce  m  opiniuu 
with  me.  Believiiij;  tliut  it  wus  vvroiig  to  iutfiruiit  the  disembarkatiou 
of  8t«rea  by  any  movt'iiu'iit  of  this  sliiji  while  tlii.s  most  tavonible 
weather  laste<l;  yieldiirj;  in  sill  naval  uiatlers  to  the  experieuced  opin- 
ion of  Captains  Porter  and  (Iniy;  knowing  that  the  I'tnchatan  has  her 
steani  down  and  her  steaiu  chimney  under  repairs,  and  that  .she  can 
not,  therefore,  move  to  protect  us  in  any  new  position;  informed  that 
the  best  landing  yet  discovered  is  that  at  which  we  lay  (Harris  already 
in  this  (luiet  .sea  to  day  stove  the  only  boat  sent  to\var»l  Fort  Pickens, 
and  drenched  in  salt  water  the  nfticera'  baggage),  I  concluded  not  to 
attempt  to  nutve  the  ship  until,  the  work  of  the  day  beiug  over,  we 
could  do  so  without  delay  to  the  unloading  of  stores. 

Received  your  note  as  1  was  about  entering  a  boat  to  examine  the 
beach  with  Captain  Porter  and  determine  what  place  will  do  for  her 
new  berth.  I  am  sure  that  were  you  on  board  and  had  so  seen  the 
destruction  caused  by  the  surf  last  evening  you  would  agree  with  us 
and  would  think  we  had  done  oiu-  best.  Your  orders  are  commands  to 
which  I  shall  always  while  with  y<iu  implicitly  conlbrm  when  they  aie 
given  without  leaving  me  discretiun,  and  1  have  ordered  Captain  Gray 
to  put  up  steam  anil  move  down  the  coast.  We  can  get  about  2  mileJi 
nearer,  no  more,  and  then  we  will  be  within  lire  and  I  think  much 
troubled  by  the  outer  sand  bar  parallel  to  the  coast. 

As  for  the  other  matter — the  entrance  of  Captain  Porter  into  the 
harbor  at  this  time — 1  agree  with  you  in  opinion.  It  was  only  by 
exhibiting  your  letter  to  him  and  endorsing  most  thoroughly  my  agree- 
ment with  it,  and  giving  him  a  copy  of  the  general  orders  just  pub- 
lished to  all  oHicers  to  cooperate  as  you  desired,  that  I  stopped  this 
gallant  otlicer,  bent  on  a  desperate  deed  of  self-sacriflce  and  devotion 
to  his  country.  Ue  will  await  your  orders,  aa  1  shall,  in  all  obedience 
aud  fealty. 

Most  truly,  your  friend  and  aid, 

M.  0.  Meigs. 

Colonel  IlAitVEY  BuowN, 

Commandin{j. 

Please  say  to  Major  Tower  that  his  wishes  are  being  executed,  and 
the  sand  bags  I  doubt  not  will  be  sent  at  the  earliest  oijportuuity ;  that 
Gillmore  was  left  with  Keyes. 


Beport  of  lieatenant  Porter,  IT.  B,  Navy,  oonunanding  V.  8.  8.  Powhatan,  of  the  arrival  of 
that  vessel  off  Pensaoola,  and  giving  reauna  for  not  having  entered  that  harbor. 

U.  B.  S.  Powhatan, 
Off  Petmu'ola  liar,  Ai>ril  21,  1S61. 
Sir:  I  enclose  a  correspondence  which  will  explain  why  I  am  not 
inside  of  the  harbor.  Will  y(ui  i)l(*aso  to  lay  it  before  the  President?  I 
arrived  here  a  few  hours  behiml  the  Atlaihiv,  my  jiassage  having  been 
retarded  by  heavy  gales,  head  winds,  and  defective  boilers.  1  had 
disguised  the  ship  so  that  she  deceived  those  who  had  known  her,  and 
after  Hearing  our  squadron  was  standing  in  (unnoticed)  when  the 
steam  guuboat  Winuidattt;  lying  alougaide  the  AUantk,  commenced 
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makinp;  signals  to  me,  wliicli  I  did  not  answer,  but  Btood  on.  The 
Kteamei-  then  put  herself  in  my  way,  and  Captain  Meigs,  wlio  was  on 
board,  haile<l  mo  and  1  stopped.  !ii  twenty  minutes  more  I  sltould  have 
been  iusi<le  or  mink.  Captain  Meigs  delivered  me  Colonel  Brown's 
letter  dated  April  17,  18(11,  which  will  explain  why  I  was  not  permitted 
to  proceed. 

I  Rljall  be  ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to  enter  whenever  Colonel 
Brown  may  notify  me  that  ho  is  prepared.  It  will  be  somewhat  niure 
dillienlt  than  at  first,  a.s  our  true,  character  is  now  known  and  we  shall 
have  to  run  the  gantlet  of  about  eighty  guns. 

We  are  covering  the  landing  of  the  Atltintiv^s  and  Illinoit^s  effects, 
and  have  been  hard  at  work  with  our  boats  in  getting  out  their  cargoes. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  J).  Porter, 

U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  William  11.  Seward, 

iSeerciary  of  SUite. 

[EDClnsnr««.) 

FoET  I'lCKENS,  April  17,  ISGl. 
My  Deak  CAPTArN:  From  the  wretched  condition  of  the  defense  of 
this  place  and  the  very  elaborate  range  of  battei'ies  put  up  on  the 
opjiosite  side  it  is  desirable  that  we  put  off  the  day  of  collision  as  long 
as  possible.  If  I'orter  runs  the  gantlet  now  a  collision  is  inevitable, 
and  we  shall  suffer  the  most.  I  tou  dtmbt  the  possibility  of  his  escap- 
ing. I  am  told  Fort  McEec  alone  mounts  100  guns.  SVould  it  not, 
then,  be  liest  to  stop  him!  1  think  so. 
Yours,  truly, 

Hakvey  Buown. 
Captain  Meigs. 

[P.  S.] — We  want  time;  it  is  everything. 

[KndorAemeDt.] 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  April  IT,  ISCl. 

Srn:  Under  the  circumstances  detailed  in  the  within  letter,  and  the 
necessity  of  avoiding  collision  while  in  the  act  of  landing  stores,  horses, 
and  artillery,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  request  you  to  postpone  entering  the 
harbor  for  the  present. 

My  connection  with  the  expedition  [and]  my  knowledge  of  the  views 
and  intentions  of  the  I'rcsident  justify  me  in  making  this  request  with 
almost  the  force  of  an  order  from  the  President. 

The  buoys  are,  I  am  glad  to  lind,  still  in  jthice,  and  a  few  nights 
hence  you  will,  I  think,  be  able,  by  sending  lights  to  these  buoys,  to 
enter  undiscovered. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  [servant], 

EM.  0.  Mkigs, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  Chief  Engineer  Middle  Dept.  of  Florida. 
Captain  Pohter, 
Commanding  Powhatan,  off  Pentacola, 
: 


U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Off  Peiisacolti,  April  JS,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  In  looking  carefully  over  the  orders  of  the  President  to 
me  in  relation  to  my  entering  the  harbor  I  find  them  so  im\)eT'dLtvs^ 


tliat  tbey  leave  m>  margin  fur  any  contiiitrenoy  tbat  may  arise.  Tout 
letter  to  Captain  Meigs  of  tiio  17tL,  leijiicstitig  me  not  to  go  in  and 
draw  the  lire  on  you  beforo  ycju  bad  time  to  iirepare,  is  quite  sufficient 
to  satisfy  me  tbat  sucb  a  course  on  my  juirt  would  be  very  indiscreet. 
Hut  to  satisfy  the  autborities  in  Washington  I  would  be  obliged  to  you 
if  you  would  address  ine  a  little  more  fully  ou  the  subject,  and  state  as 
near  as  you  can  youi'  actual  condition  and  the  time  rc(|uired  to  make 
uj)  delicieucies.  If  you  think  tbat  in  two  days'  time  you  will  be  ready 
for  me  to  make  the  attempt,  please  notify  me,  for  aft«r  tbat  tiuie  I  shall 
have  to  run  the  gantlet  by  moon  light,  which  would  no  doubt  be  a 
good  time  for  nu  exhibition,  luit  darkness  wimld  suit  better  for  a  piece 
of  strategy.  I  know  that  I  am  here  to  give  y<ui  aid  aud  comfort  and 
keep  any  of  the  enemy  from  crossing  over  in  boats  on  the  inside;  but 
while  I  will  do  all  I  <an  in  the  way  of  aid,  I  can  not  do  much  io  cutting 
oft'  boats  where  1  now  am. 

Will  j-ou  iilease  make  such  suggestions  as  your  good  sense  mfty 
dictate,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  follow  them  as  near  as  I  can. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVII)    I>.  I'OKTER. 

Colonel  H.  Brown,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 


nEADQUAKTERS  DEPARTMENT  OP  FLORIDA, 

April  19, 1S61. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  ISth  is  received,  and  I  can  not,  perhaps,  bet- 
ter answer  it  than  by  giving  extracts  of  dispatches  I  am  jireparing  for 
Washington : 

Awnre  of  tlie  desire  of  the  Government  that  a  ship  ehoiild  bo  placed  there  (in  tbo 
harbor),  and  kDowin>;  tliat  I  am  uppoRiD;;  thi;  wishes  ofCaptaiti  Meigtt,  nothing;  but 
a  pTofound  eeose  of  ita  necessity  would  bavo  induced  interference  on  my  (>art;  but 
belicvinK  tbiit  if  the  actual  state  (if  this  fort  at  Ibis  tinir  was  known  tliat  no  sncb 
instniclions  wonld  liave  l>ccn  ^iveu,  I  did  nut  hesitate  fiiHy  and  freely  to  express  my 
views  and  wishes  in  tlio  coxe. 

As  I  have  already  reimrtod  to  yon,  I  fonnd  fliiM  fort  in  the  worst  possible  condition 
for  hostilities — the  lotteries  out  of  order,  home  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
giins  diamonnted,  the  necessary  traverses  and  other  protection  for  the  troopa  iinpre- 
pareil,  the  i^arrisun  ileficieut,  tlio  snhsistt'nce  nearly  exhanated,  tlie  aniniumtum 
(except  powder)  not  snftlcient  in  important  articles  fur  una  day's  service,  a  total 
want  of  engineer,  r|nartenii aster,  nml  ordnance  tools  ami  implements,  and  the  fort 
iu  a  complete  state  of  cnnfneion,  all  requirin;;  the  lal>i>r  cif  every  man  at  tbe  fort. 
The  steamer  Atlantic  lying  liere  with  largo  siipidiea  of  indiapensalde  stores,  which 
can  only,  withont  extreme  inconvenience,  involving  great  time  and  labor,  be  landed 
within  range  of  the  gnns  of  Fort  McKee,  and  the  vital  importance  of  getting  these 
stores  ashore,  rendered,  in  uiy  jndgment,  delay  in  encountering  hostilities  of  the 


utmost  importance,  aud  any  net  of  ours  provoking  or.  1  may  say,  aH8nre<Hy  aud  cer- 
tainly causing  it,  to  be  premature  and  unwise.     Tin 
can  see  Imt  little  injury  to  accrue  from  delay. 


Yoti  say,  "If  yon  think  that  in  two  daj's'  time  yon  will  bo  feady  for 
me  to  make  the  attemjtt,  ideaso  notify  me."  I  know  that  in  a  week  I 
can  not  get  ready  to  warrant  a  voluutary  j)rovokiiig  of  hostilities,  and 
how  much  longer  1  can  not  tell;  but  in  two  days  I  can  be  in  but  little 
better  condition  than  I  now  am,  and  1  can  only  repeat  that  if  you  do 
enter  before  I  am  prepared,  in  my  jiulgmcnt  the  movement  will  be 
unwise  aud  deeply  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

llARVEY  Brown, 

Br f vet  Colonel. 
Lieutenant  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Ship  Powhatan. 


a  latter  from  Captain  Adanu,  V.  B.  Navy,  to  Captain  Su  Pont,  V.  8. 
regarding  ajfairs  at  Fort  PiciieDi. 

U.  S.  S[uii'l  Sabine, 
Off  Pcnmcola,  April  30,  Is6t. 

My  Dkab  Du  PoNT:  •  •  •  Ouimail  facilities  are  cut  ofi',thong;li 
General  Bragjj  still  allows  letters  to  be  sent  ou  shore  to  he  mailed,  and 
some  come  ott  to  the  fort  and  abijis.  But  it  ik  noticed  that  all  the  let- 
ters and  telegrams  which  are  allowed  to  reach  us  are  aiUlressed  to  ofli- 
cers  from  the  St)nth,  and  in  general  calling  on  them  to  resign.  We 
believe  now  that  all  others  are  examined  and  detained.  Your  letter 
was  fall  of  sad  presages,  and  I  fear  they  are  more  than  realized.  We 
have  heard  of  the  secession  of  Virginia,  of  the  destruction  at  the  Nor- 
folk yard,  the  riots  at  IJaltimoreand  along  the  railroad,  the  resignation 
of  many  of  the  very  best  oHicers  in  the  Navy,  and  other  bad  news, 
enough  to  make  the  heart  bleed  and  everyone  who  feels  as  I  do  wishes 
himself  in  his  grave.  We  are  fallen  ujjon  fearful  times,  and  I  have  had 
my  share  of  trouble  and  perplexity. 

It  is  now  very  near  three  mouths  since  1  arrived  here,  and  was  met 
by  orders,  four  tinu's  repeated,  not  to  enter  the  harbor,  but  to  remain 
off  Fort  Pickens  ready  to  cooperate  in  its  defense  if  it  was  attacked, 
and  to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive. 

We  had  a  great  deal  of  bad  weather,  some  heavy  gales  from  the 
soutli  and  southeast  which  made  it  ditticulfc  to  keep  olf  the  shore, 
and  anything  like  landing  men  on  a  sudden  alarm  would  have  been 
impossible.  Fortunately  none  was  made,  but  every  night  was  one  of 
iinxiety.  St>metiuies  we  were  underway,  sometimes  at  anchor,  and  you 
know  it  is  not  an  ea.sy  matter  to  keep  a  sailing  frigate  near  enough  to 
Fort  I'ickeus  to  land  reenforcenients  at  a  "  moment's  notice."  You 
may  sui)pose  1  did  not  get  much  sleep.  This  state  of  things  continued 
till  the  Slst  of  March,  when  the  Brooklyn  returned  from  Key  West, 
where  I  had  sent  her  for  provisions,  as  we  were  entirely  out  and  1  could 
hear  of  none  coming.  The  Brookii/n  brought  an  order  from  General 
Scott  to  Captain  ^'ogdes  to  land  his  troops  at  Fort  Pickens.  Vog- 
des  applied  to  me  for  boats.  I  refused,  stating  that  it  would  be  in 
direct  violation  of  the  orders  under  which  I  was  acting  from  the  Navy 
Department,  and  1  could  receive  none  from  General  Scott.  At  this 
time  a  sort  of  armistice  existed  by  which  we  were  bound  not  to  reenforce 
Fort  Pickens  unless  it  was  assaulted  or  threatened,  and  the  other  side 
were  not  to  assault  it  unless  we  undertook  to  reenforce  it.  This  armis- 
tice was  entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of  the  Navy  on  our 
side  and  -Mr.  Mallory  antl  Colonel  Chase  on  theirs,  and  my  orders  were 
based  on  it.  I  wrote,  however,  immediately  to  Mr.  Welles;  told  him 
what  I  had  done,  but  that  though  1  could  receive  no  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Scott  I  w  as  ready  to  carry  out  any  he  might  choose  to  give.  I  sent 
this  communication  by  an  otticer  of  the  Army  to  Washuigton  and 
received  an  immediate  answer  by  Lieutenant  Worden.  That  answer  I 
received  about  -  o'clock  on  the  Ititb  instant.  It  was  an  order  to  land 
the  ti"oops,  and  by  12  o'clock  that  night  it  was  done,  without  collision 
and  without  discovery,  I  think,  till  it  was  accomplished.  A  few  days 
after  this  Colonel  Brown  arrived  in  the  Atlantic  with  450  men.  These 
were  also  lauded  immediately  without  difliculty.  The  AtlaHtic  was 
loaded  with  artillery,  horses,  ammunition,  and  all  sorts  of  military 
stores.  She  was  8f»on  fallowed  by  the  Illinois  with  a  similar  cargo. 
Since  then  the  labor  of  the  squadron  has  been  excessive  in  getting  these 

*Matt«r  of  It  pertional  nature  oinittod. — ComI'Ilers. 
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things  on  shore.  They  have  to  be  landed  through  the  surf  on  tneopen 
beath,  in  the  boats  of  the  ships,  the  boats  getting  knocked  to  pieces 
and  the  men  working  up  to  their  necks  iu  water.  Besides  this,  Cohmel 
Brown  has  all  the  marines  to  help  hiui  iu  the  fort,  and  above  twenty 
men  to  row  guard  inside.  The  AthutHf  is  discharged  and  gone,  but 
the  lllirioin  is  not  quite  empty  yet.  The  men  are  wearing  out,  and  then 
they  are  kept  in  readiness  to  be  landed  "at  a  moment's  warning"  if  a 
signal  is  made  for  them  at  night.  Not  one  of  the  ships  has  half  her 
complement  of  otUcers.  The  Sabine  has  but  four  lieutenants;  uo 
younger  otticers  except  three  master's  mates,  who  are  of  very  little  use 
and  not  respected  by  the  crew.  Of  our  four  lieutenants,  Mr.  MurJiuigh 
is  tirst,  and  he  has  sent  his  resignation  home,  as  have  several  others 
from  Virginia.  I  have  refused  to  let  tliem  go  or  excuse  them  from 
duty  till  I  hear  their  resignations  are  accepted;  this  causes  some  hciirt- 
burnitig.  And  I  have  another  source  of  trouble — the  men  are  getting 
discoutenttd  at  the  length  of  the  cruise  and  the  hard  work.  The  times 
of  many  have  expired,  and  they  have  asked  their  discharges  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  1 
keep  them  all,  but  tlie  ship  ought  to  be  relieved.  At  one  time  we  were 
so  nearly  out  (tf  provisions  tluit  I  whs  obliged  to  send  the  Brookit/n 
after  some,  at  the  risk  of  the  fort  being  attacked  during  her  absence; 
and  neither  this  sliip  nor  the  M.  Louis  have  had  any  water  for  a  long 
while  bat  what  has  been  distilled  for  us  by  the  Brooklyn.  As  for  get- 
ting any  fresh  grub,  that  is  out  of  the  question.  They  hung  a  man  in 
Mobile  who  undertook  to  bring  some  mess  stores  for  the  oflicers,  though 
he  had  the  written  permission  of  the  governor  and  the  military  com- 
mandant to  do  so.  •  •  •  She  (the  Water  Witch)  is  not  here  yet; 
her  mails  were  bronglit  tlown  by  the  Mohawk,  hut  1  look  for  her  in  a 
day  or  two.  •  •  •  Mtmey  is  of  no  use  here;  if  it  wa.s,  we  have 
none.  I  and  several  other  oflicers  used  our  own  money  out  of  our 
purses  to  jniy  bills  of  tin;  ship  as  long  as  anything  could  lie  bought. 

Now.  if  I  chose  to  inflict  any  more  complaints  on  you  I  have  plenty 
behind,  but  1  will  spare  you.  Think,  however,  of  my  personal  feelings 
at  this  dreadful  juncture,  with  all  my  interests  and  affections  in  the 
South,  and  theu  give  me  credit  for  sticking  at  my  post  and  doing  my 
duty. 

•  ■••••• 

Whttu  I  look  at  the  register  and  see  how  many  are  gone,  or  likely  to 
go,  who  have  been  near  and  dear  to  me,  and  whom  I  have  been  proud  to 
call  my  friends  for  the  best  jjart  of  hall'  a  century,  my  heart  shrivels 
up  till  it  feels  no  bigger  than  a  pea. 

•  •••••• 

It  is  impossible  to  aay  what  Bragg  is  contemplating;  7,000  or  8,000 
men  are  said  to  be  collected  about  the  forts  and  navy  yard.  Batteries 
of  litiui-h  guns  line  the  beach  between  the  light-house  and  Fort  Mcllee, 
some  plain  in  sight,  others  masked  by  bushes.  They  are  said  to  have 
several  good  engineer  ollifcrs,  educated  at  West  Point,  with  them. 
The  opinion  that  prevails  is  that  when  everything  is  in  readiness  over 
there  a  demand  will  be  made  for  the  surrender  of  Fort  Pickens,  and  in 
case  of  refusal  they  will  proceed  to  bombard  it,  as  was  done  at  Fort 
Sumter;  but  the  distance  is  l()ng  and  the  walls  thick  enough  to  stand  a 
good  deal  of  haminering,  with  no  houses  inside  to  burn  down.  Colonel 
Brown  says  be  can  lepel  any  attempt  at  assault.  Hitherto  vessels 
have  been  allowed  to  pass  in  and  out  of  Pensacola  without  being  (lues- 
tioned,  but  since  the  late  news  I  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  iiisti- 
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tnting  a  sort  of  bloi-kade  to  prevent  any  munitions  of  war  being  carried 
in.  1  am  altogetbcr  witliotit  instrm'tions  from  tin'  Navy  J)ei)artmeut, 
but  Lave  an  order  from  the  Pre«ideut  to  assist  the  Army.  I  wish  he 
knew  what  the  Army  understands  by  that  word  "assist."  It  seems  to 
Im?,  "Work  for  us  by  day,  watrh  over  us  at  night,  and  be  ready  to  laud 
and  fight  for  us  wlien  we  mnke  tlie  signal."  But  to  do  them  Justice 
they  are  very  clever  (American  clever)  fellows,  and  are  worked  hard 
enough  themselves.  A  great  deal  is  yet  to  l>e  done  in  the  fort.  It  was 
in  a  most  melancholy  condifioii  when  Slemmer  took  possession  of  it. 

The  J'oirhiitan  came  here  a  few  days  ago  on  a  secret  and  desperate 
expedition,  which  perhiips  you  know  sotnetliing  about  by  this  time. 
Fortunately,  I  tliink,  he  did  not  unilertake  it,  and  I  have  therefore 
added  the  Powhatan  to  my  squadron,  and  tind  her  very  useful,  as  she 
is  fully  officered.  We  have  jicre  now  tlie  lialibit;  Brooklyji,  Powhatan, 
Wyandotti;  Mobairk,  Siippli/,  and  a  small  scliooner  borrowed  from  the 
Army  for  a  (fuanla  costo.  1  leani  from  tlie  Department  that  String- 
ham  will  sail  for  this  place  on  the  1st  of  May — to-morrow.  1  hope  he 
is  to  relieve  me. 

•  •••••• 

At  the  request  of  Colonel  Brown,  I  have  sent  the  St.  Loum  U>  Tortu- 
gas  to  ]>rotect  I'^ort  Jeflerson. 

The  Watvr  Witvh  is  to  run  as  a  mail  packet  between  this  place  and 
Havana,  connecting  with  the  steamers  from  New  York.  Remember 
this,  and  from  time  to  time  give  all  the  news  you  can  about  Navy  mat- 
ters and  Navy  friends. 

•  •••••• 

I  want  this  ship  ordered  into  Philadelphia.  I  anticipate  much  trou- 
ble witl)  the  crew  if  she  goes  to  New  York  or  Boston.  Slie  was  in  most 
excellent  order  three  months  ago,  with  a  good,  docile  crew,  but  this 
irregular  s<'attering  work  in  boats  and  the  want  of  oflicers  is  fast  disor- 
ganizing them.  All  our  exercises,  etc.,  are  interrupted  and  disorder 
and  olfenses  are  increasing.  How  seriously  the  want  i>f  midshipmen 
is  felt  now !  There  is  but  one  in  the  squadron.  Do  you  remember  the 
crowd  in  the  old  FranMiii'ii  steerage  in  1817? 

May  lat. — Lieutenant  Renshaw  came  off  from  the  navy  yard  this 
morning  with  a  flag  of  truce,  lie  brought  me  a  letter  from  lugraham, 
who  has  gone  to  Montgomery  to  establish  a  bureau  of  ordnance,  I  sup- 
pose. Tattimll  is  to  command  the  yard.  It  is  believed  they  have  our 
signal  bof>ks  on  shore,  and  Strong  has  given  ine  the  numbers  as  they 
have  been  changed.  But  this  won't  do,  unless  kept  secret  by  the  cap- 
tains, and  1  don't  know  whether  they  are  all  to  be  trusted.  Any  ollicer 
leaving  the  service  can  carry  the  change  of  numbers  in  his  head,  or  in 
his  pocket  on  a  slip  of  j)aper,  an<l  then  the  enemj'  will  soon  have  the 
key.  I  have  not  allowed  the  alterations  to  be  known  in  the  8qiia<lron, 
and  won't  till  those  who  have  or  who  are  about  to  resign  have  gone 
home. 

May  3d. — The  Wat^r  Wit^h  has  arrived.  •  •  •  I  hear  of  more 
vessels  on  the  way  with  army  stores  which  we  shall  have  to  land.  For 
Heaven's  sake  tell  them  at  Washington  to  send  out  some  fresh  hands 
to  the  bellows.  Our  wind  is  nearly  gone.  (Jeneral  Scott  seems  to  have 
forgotten  the  necessitj'  of  snrfboats,  which  he  found  so  great  at  Vera 
Cruz.  But  indeed  it  would  be  hard  to  take  care  of  them,  lying  as  we 
do  in  the  open  sea,  with  Iroquent  hard  winds  and  heavy  swells  from  the 
sontbward. 
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Berryman  died  a  victim  to  anxiety  and  overwork,  and  the  same  causes 
broke  down  Lis  lirst  lieutenant,  Abner  Read. 

Now,  I  Lave  written  a  mighty  long  letter,  but  not  said  half  I  would 
like  to.  If  you  want  to  know  my  sentiments  on  the  ]tresent  crisis,  they 
are  true  to  the  flag  I  have  served  under  so  long.    •    •    • 

Believe  me,  always  your  attached  friend  and  old  shipmate, 

n.  A.  Adams. 


Order  of  ths  Preaidaiit  of  tlio  United  States  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Kayy,  relieTing  Identenant 
J).  S,  Porter,  V.  B.  Navy,  from  (pedal  daty. 

Executive  Majjsion,  May  11, 1861. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  D.  D.  Portfr  was  i)laced  iti  fouiuiand  of  the  steamer 
PoichntuH  and  Captain  8amnel  Mercer  was  detached  therefrom  by  my 
special  order,  and  neither  of  tlieni  is  responsible  for  any  ap])arent  or 
real  irregularity  on  their  part  or  in  connection  with  that  vessel. 

ITerealter  Captain  Porter  is  relieved  from  that  special  service  and 
place<l  under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Department,  from  which  be 
will  receive  instructions  and  to  which  he  will  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
The  Seceetary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Adams.  IT.  S.  Kavy,  late  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola,  trantmittiiig 
Older  from  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S,  Army,  conuuanding  Department  of  Florida,  regarding  lerr- 
iees  of  marines. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pemacola,  May  27,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  an  order  of  Colonel  Brown, 
commanding  the  Deimrtment  of  Florida,  showing  his  appreciation  of 
the  good  conduct  ami  valuable  services  of  the  marines  from  this  ship 
and  the  Brooklyn,  who  have  been  serving  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Cash  in  Fort  Pickens  since  the  1 2th  of  April,  a  few  days  excepted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  A.  Adams, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[EncloeDro.] 


nEADQUARTERS, 

Fort  Picl-ens,  Fla.,  May  St!,  1861. 


Orders,  ) 

No.  46.    ] 

The  services  of  the  marines  being  no  longer  irulispeu.sably  necessary, 
they  are  relieved  from  duty  at  this  post. 

The  cohuiel  commanding  takes  pleasure  in  publishing  his  entire 
approval  of  the  conduct  and  his  appreciation  of  the  services  of  Lieu- 
tenant Cash  and  his  command,  which  have  been  of  great  value  and 
always  cheerfully  rendered,  and  the  conduct  of  (he  troops  uniformly 
correct  and  soldierly. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Brown : 

G.  D.  Bailey, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Second  Artillery,  Post  Adjutant, 
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Letter  from  Captain  Adami,  T7.  8.  Navy,  to  tho  Kav;  Department,  transmitting  correspondence 
in  justification  of  his  conduct  when  cooperating  for  the  defense  cf  Fort  Pickens. 

PuiLADELi'HiA,  October  1,  1862. 
SiK:  I  liave  been  credibly  informed  tliat  certain  letters,  written  by 
persons  unknown  to  me  during  tlie  time  I  wa.-*  in  comuiaud  ol'  tlie 
U.  ^5,  naval  force.s  oft'  Fort  Pickens,  are  lodged  at  tbe  Department, and 
liave  seriou.sly  atVeeted  my  reputalion  and  prospects.  I  am  mortilied 
and  siirpri.sed  attbis,  jiarticnlarly  as  during  the  f'reqnent  conversations 
I  have  bad  with  you  no  notice  was  given  me  of  it.  I  was  aware  that 
such  letters,  written  by  ignorant  and  malieitnis  jiersons,  had  been  i>ub- 
lished  in  the  New  York  Tribune,  and  I  made  several  elTorts  to  get  the 
names  of  the  authors  from  the  editor,  but  withotit  .iiiccess.  I  never 
dreamed  that  these  or  similar  letters  were  tiled  at  Washington  with- 
out my  being  informed  of  it  (*r  called  upon  for  explanation.  I  would 
think  such  irresponsible  charges  nnvvortby  of  being  en((nired  into  if  I 
had  not  found  1  was  suffering  from  their  evil  intbienee. 

The  papers  whiih  1  have  the  honor  tx»  enclose  herewith  will  show  yon 
that  in  all  I  did,  or  forebore  to  <lo,  I  was  acting  in  strict  obedience  to 
orders  under  the  President's  own  hand,  delivered  to  me  by  ("idonel  11. 
Brown,  the  military  commandant  of  tlie  Department  of  Florida,  and 
will  also  show  how  faithfully  and  elliciently  they  were  obeye*!.  It  will 
appear,  too,  by  them  how  earnest  tho  wish  of  Colonel  Brown  was  that 
no  act  of  hostility  should  be  committed  which  might  provoke  retalia- 
tion or  serve  as  an  excuse  to  the  enemy  for  an  attack  on  the  fort,  and 
that  lie  ha<l  informed  General  Bragg  his  instructions  were  only  to  act 
on  the  defensive.  I  was  called  n]>ou  by  him  to  give  all  possible  protec- 
tion and  assistance  to  the  Ibrt,  and  unite  in  this  nonoflfensive  j>olicy 
which  he  considered  so  important  to  be  observed.  The  safety  of  the 
fort  was  considered  of  the  greatest  conse(]uence  in  view  of  >Santa  Kosa 
Island  being  the  intended  ba.se  of  future  operations  on  a  grand  scale 
ipainst  the  (lulf  States.  Minor  considerations  or  trilling  advantages 
mu.st  be  saeriliced  to  its  security  while  in  an  uupre])ared  state.  In  all 
my  proceedings  I  carried  ont  strictly  this  idea  in  obedience  to  the 
wishes  of  Colonel  Br<)wn  and  the  order  of  the  President.  As  that 
order  did  not  come  through  the  Navy  Department,  it  seems  jwssible  it 
might  not  have  been  known  there;  but  I  was  not  the  less  bound  to  obey 
it.  It  will  l>e  seen,  too,  that  I  was  always  ready  and  jirepared  to  attack 
the  forts  or  take  any  other  active  measures  to  annoy  the  enemy  at  a 
moment's  notice.  I  believe  it  will  be  conceded  by  everybody  that  the 
policy  pursued  by  Colonel  Brown  and  the  commanding  position  of 
the  ships  were  the  salvation  of  the  fort.  In  carrying  out  this  plan  I 
was  obliged  to  exerci.se  constant  SR'tivity,  vigilance,  and  forbearance. 
This  forbearance  it  is.  as  1  am  told,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  the 
accusations  entertained  against  me,  coming  from  .sources  unknown  to  me. 
I  respectfully  beg  your  careful  examination  of  the  accomjianyiug 
papers.  They  are  but  a  i)ortion  of  what  I  have  on  the  subject,  but  I 
think  will  be  found  <)uite  suflicient  to  relieve  me  from  the  false  p<i8ition 
in  which  I  now  .stand,  and  procure  nie  some  such  testimony  from  the 
Department  as  is  due  to  one  who  has  faithfully  performed  his  duty 
under  novel  and  trying  circumstances,  and  only  been  rewarded  by  suf- 
fering from  misrepresentation. 
1^!  I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
|H  II.  A.  Adams, 

^^  Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

I         Hod.  Gidkon  Wellks, 
^K           Secretary  of  the  I^ary,  Wnshitujton, 
^^^^  N   W   B — VOL  4 9 


Newport,  AuguM  24,  1862. 

Deak  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  communiciitioii  uf  August  22,  asking 
my  rofollcftioiiR  of  the  state  of  alVairs  at  Fort  rickeiia  on  my  arrival 
there,  the  state  of  tlie  ilefensi's,  the  orders  under  which  Colonel  Brown 
was  actiu},',  and  the  extent  of  authority  witli  wliicli  he  was  invested  by 
the  J'residcnt,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  lort  was  not  in  a  state  of 
defense  until  Colonel  Brown  entered  it  with  his  troops,  though  he  con- 
sidered himself  even  then  entirely  dependent  on  the  ships  for  protec- 
tion. His  orders  from  the  President  antliori/.ed  him  to  c;ill  upon  every 
uaval  otticer  for  assistanee  anil  obedieiiee  to  his  orders  (which  were  to 
act  on  the  defensive),  and  odieers,  men,  and  boats  were  freely  supplied 
whenever  they  were  required.  Colonel  I5rowir  strennously  protested 
against  any  movement  on  the  i>art  of  the  ships  until  he  was  ready  in 
the  fort.  I  know  that  the  great  disapimintnieiit  of  my  life  was  not 
being  ]iermitted  to  enter  tlie  harbor  of  i'ensaeola  when  my  plans  were 
so  well  laid  and  wJien  I  was  certain  of  success. 

In  rehition  to  the  last  (|uestiou  y«ni  ask,  whether  anything  could  have 
been  atteinpte<l  at  that  time  by  the  naval  f(»rce  there  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  justify  a  violation  of  the  President's  order  to  cooperate  faith- 
fully with  Colcniel  Uniwn,  I  reply:  I  tliiiik  the  lirookhpi  and  Poirhatan 
might  have  run  in  there  at  nigjit  an<l  caused  the  rel>e.ls  to  retreat,  but 
Colonel  Brown  encournged  notliingof  th«  kind;  on  the  contrary,  opjwsed 
it.  lie  did  on  one  occasion  ptoiKKse  a  lionihardtnent  and  the  ships  were 
to  take  part  in  it.  1  sounded  outside  tlie  bar  to  find  a  plaice  for  the 
Brookhju  to  lie,  but  fountl  she  could  not  get  within  gunshot  without 
going  ii3sidc,  and  it  would  liave  been  an  unwise  thing  if  it  (the  bom- 
bardment) had  ever  been  undertaken  in  the  manner  proposed.  This 
has  since  been  judved  by  (.'ommodore  l^Ic.Kean's  attack  of  I<"ort  McR«e, 
whif'h  aTHounted  to  nothing  at  alt.  A  few  gunboats  at  that  time  could 
have  entered  I'ensacola  with  ease,  but  tiiere  were  none  on  the  station. 
I  do  not  know  wliaX  Coniniodorn  McKean's  instructions  were,  or  what 
took  i>laco  after  his  arrival,  as  1  left  there  the  sametlay;  hut  I  am  of 
oiiinion  that  during  the  time  I  was  before  Fort  Pickens  Colonel  Brown 
is  responsitile  for  any  inactivity  on  the  part  of  the  naval  forces,  and  that 
you  expressed  yourself  willing  to  make  an  attack  whenever  it  was  pro- 
posed to  you,  Tlie  otlexpressed  opinion  of  Colonel  Brown  that  "we 
must  act  on  the  defensive"  prevented  the  Navy  from  showing  that  zeal 
it  has  since  exhibited  against  stronger  places  than  Pensacola. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

David  D.  Porter. 

[Captain  II.  A.  Adams.) 


U.  S.  Frigate  SAnrNE, 

Off  Pi-nmcnlit,  May  }~,  1861. 
Sir:  If  it  is  possible  to  keep  the  Poirhaian  in  readiness  to  move  at 
the  shortest  notice,  I  wish  you  to  do  so.  I  am  expecting  every  day 
an  attack  will  be  made  on  Fort  Pickens,  in  which  case  her  services  will 
be  necessary  to  tow  this  ship  into  a  position  where  she  can  give  most 
assistance  to  the  fort  and  most  annoyance  to  the  enemy.  When  the 
firing  from  the  mainland  begins  you  will  please  run  down  to  this  ship 
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immediately  for  this  purpose.  You  can  make  any  repairs  to  your 
boilers  ami  tiuea  which  will  not  prevent  you  from  giving  mo  this 
assistance. 

Very  respectfully,  j  our  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captnin,  and  Senior  Officer  Present, 

Lieuteuant  Commauding  D.  1),  Pouteh, 

U,  8.  S.  Powhatan, 


IT.  8.  FnioATE  Sabink, 

(»/  Penaucola,  April  t7,  1861. 
Sib:  The  Potthaian  will  bp  a  permnnont  guard  »liiii  furtho  preseut  and  lioist  the 
enurd  tiag.     Yuu  will  bikvt>  all  vesaola  liuuiid  hi  or  out  of  PeuHacola  boarded  by  n 
ueiitenuiit,  who  will  rejiort  to  iu<>  iiiimediatcly  if  be  lourus  imything  of  iinportuuee, 
otherwise  in  the  evctiin^. 

If  any  tcssbIb  boiinil  in  are  fouud  to  have  rauuitionn  of  war  ou  board,  they  are  not 
to  be  allowed  to  enter  the  harbor.  No  force  i»  to  bo  used  in  Hto]>ping  those  bound 
out.  The  iVijaudolte  will  atlurd  iiBaiatauco  iu  towing  your  boat  and  iutereeptiug 
vusaels  wheu  nucniisary. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  ADA^kis, 
Captain,  Senior  Uffiver  I'retent, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  D.  Poiitkr, 

r.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 

This  order  was  issned  and  enforced  before  any  knowledge  of  the 
President's  proclamation  (wliicli  is  dated  on  the  Ittth  April)  had  reached 
me.  On  the  evening  of  May  Vi  received  from  Havana  by  the  Water 
^yitck  a  copy  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  blockade,  and  announced 
to  General  liragg  ue\t  moruiug  the  blockade  of  the  place. 


Philadelphia,  SejHember  ^,  1S62. 
Deae  Captain  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  Ist  instant  referring  to 
certain  complaints  made  through  correspondents  of  your  course  while 
in  command  off  Fort  Pickens,  to  the  eff'ect  that  the  ships  might  have 
been  more  actively  engaged,  and  that  opportunities  were  neglected  for 
accomplishing  some  brilliant  and  important  exploit.  My  own  Judg- 
ment so  entirely  approves  of  your  management  and  disiK)sition  of  the 
force  under  your  command  during  the  exciting,  i(efuliar,  and  delicate 
circumstances  under  which  yon  were  placed  that  I  look  back  with  mucli 
satisfaction  tt)  the  fact  that  1  was  associated  with  you.  All  the  events 
are  quite  fresh  in  my  recollection.  I  know  that  during  the  first  period 
of  your  command  au  armistice  existed  which  required  that  nothing 
should  be  done  by  the  ships  that  could  be  construed  into  a  reenforce- 
ment  of  Port  Pickens,  during  whicli  time  the  squadron  enjoyed  many 
advantages  In  proeuring  supplies  from  the  port  and  navy  yard,  and, 
indeed,  without  which  we  could  not  ha\e  remained  otf  Pickens,  but 
would  have  been  obliged  to  detail  one  of  the  vessels  constantly  to  pro- 
cure them.  In  the  meantime  every  preparation  was  nunle  to  land  a 
force  (night  or  day)  in  ca.se  the  rebels  should  violate  the  armistice  and 
make  an  attack.  Men,  marines,  boats,  and  ofticers  were  detailed  and 
kept  in  a  constant  state  (of)  readiness  to  embark.  Stations  were 
assigned  them  in  the  fort  and  signals  established  to  regulate  the  land- 
ing and  attack.  Subsequently  au  order  was  received  to  reenforee.  It 
was  immediately  and  successfully  carried  out  by  landing  a  large  force 
of  seamen  and  marines.  In  a  few  days  after  Colonel  ILa.we.'s  Wto^w 
arrived,  in  command  of  a  considerable  force,  accoui\>a.me.CL\>'3  a.  uwYcioct 
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of  transports,  all  the  troops,  artillery  horses,  inuuitious,  and  baggage 
were  landed  by  the  boats  of  the  squadron — a  work  of  great  labor  and 
exposure. 

Colonel  Brown  brought  orders  from  Washington  that  all  officers  of 
the  Navy  should  eoojjeriito  with  him,  and  render  hint  every  aid  in  car- 
rying out  Ilia  plans  and  instruetioiis,  which  were  to  defend  Fort  Pickens 
against  attack,  but  at  the  Kaiue  time  to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive; 
great  stress  was  laid  uiion  this  last  jioint.  An  order  was  given  that 
nothing  should  be  done  that  was  likely  to  bringon  an  attack,  as  the  fort 
was  not  in  a  state  of  suflicient  readiness  to  engage  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries. The  ships,  by  his  re<jue8t,  were  jtlaced  as  close  to  the  beach  of 
Santa  Rosa  as  their  draft  of  water  would  permit,  in  order  to  command 
the  ai>pr(mclies  by  land,  and  wiiiio  so  i>laced  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible for  the  enemy  to  have  landed  as  they  alterwards  did.  I'pon  the 
arrival  of  Captain  McKeau  the  squadron  was  dispersed  on  blockading 
duty. 

1  am  aware  that  you  enforced  the  blockade  of  Pensacola  before  any 
olii<ial  order  was  received  from  Washington  to  do  so,  No  other  {wrts 
were  blockaded,  because  Colonel  Brown  required  the  i)rescnce  of  all  the 
ships  for  the  protection  of  the  fort.  1  recollect  having  had  fre<|uent 
consultations  wilh  yuu  upou  the  best  mode  of  attacking  the  enemy  in 
case  active  hostilities  should  commence;  that  you  had  arranged  that 
the  Wi/antlottc  should  tow  your  ship,  tlie  AVf/<in«',  into  the  harbor,  and 
the  St.  Loiiifito  a  position  to  the  westward  of  Fort  JIcKee,  and  Isounded 
in  that  direction  to  ascertain  it  the  8t.  Lmtu  conld  ap|iroaeh  near 
enough  to  make  her  guns  available.  I  recollect  that  upon  the  approach 
of  the  roirhdldn  under  English  colors,  with  the  purpose,  as  afterwards 
ascertained,  of  entering  the  port,  her  destination  was  changed  by  the 
re(|uest  of  Colonel  Meigs,  who  had  seen  the  enemy's  strength,  the  con- 
dition of  all'airs  in  the  fort,  and  conferred  with  its  commander,  1  do 
not  recollect  of  anything  being  suggested  by  Colonel  Brown  that  was 
not  fully  and  protiiptly  carried  out  by  the  ships  under  your  command, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  my  departure  from  Pickens  (im  blockading  duty) 
I  do  not  think  the  ships  could  with  any  sul vantage  have  engaged  in  any 
operations  against  the  enemy  further  than  was  done. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

C.  H.  Pooh, 

[Captain  U.  A.  Adams.] 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Brown  to  General  Bragg,  showing  that 
up  to  that  date  (May  22,  18<J1)  he  had  been  acting  only  on  the  defen- 
sive, in  which  course  I  ha<l  been  <'Ooperating  with  him,  in  accordance 
with  his  own  wishes  and  the  orders  of  the  President: 

HKAIittCARTERS   DkI'AHTMENT  OF  FLORIDA, 

Fort  rickenii,  May  2:;,  1S61. 
Siti :  Iij  my  letters  to  you  of  tho  17th  ultimo  I  niitiounccil  my  iutontiou  of  iietin};: 
nnty  on  tliu  defi'iiHive  iiuloHfl  iiaauileU.  Kiueo  tliuii  ,viiiir  Ho-i-uUcd  (iaveruuuMit  hiui 
coinuit-ni'td  an  iiiilioly  mid  jmrriciilul  war  on  mir<«>iinii(m  rotititry.  ritui  yuu  jifiHonally 
Lave  l»een  hostilfly  ciivragftl  in  erecting liatteries  ii|;uinrtt  lliis  tort,  niu!  Iiist  iiifjlit  in 
anrlioHiiK  a  floatiUK  batu-ry  within  raiigi!  uf  and  menuciiiji;  uiy  eoniniand.  You  will 
therefore  bejileaHed  to  notice  thut  I  Khali  act  ou  the  ollenHive  M-henever  tho  intercstH 
uud  liouor  of  my  country  frotiuire  itj. 

Habvey  Buown, 


Bii(pMlier-0«neral  Buaxton  Bragg, 

CommMKiing  'J'roo}i§  in  Florida. 


CoIvmI. 
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■   Tliis  brought  iin  auswer  from  General  Bragg  that  the  floating  dock 
nyas  not  a  battery,  nor  intended  for  hostile  purjioses,  and  things  went  ou 
as  before. 


U.  S.  Steam  Frioate  Niagaiu, 

Off  reniacola,  May  £S,  ISGl. 
Sir:  •  •  •  Yon  will  nse  nil  diligence  to  captnre  vosaela  with  nnns  ami  muni- 
tions. It  will  also  be  your  duty  to  capture  nny  privateer  or  vessel  you  may  meet  on 
tlie  high  seas  or  in  our  waters  depredating  on  our  commorco  or  niakiug  hostile  dem- 
onstrations toward  tho  L'nitud  States  or  any  of  itA  citizens.  All  vessels  haviujf  on 
l>oard  arms,  munitions,  articles  coiitrahand,  or  which  are  of  a  suspicious  character, 
or  that  claiui  to  Melon;;  to  or  have  authority  from  any  povernment  or  pretende<l  gov- 
^^erumout  nut  recognized  l>v  the  United  States.     '     '     ' 

^m  w.  w.  McKea.v, 

^^B  Captain,  and  Sntior  Officer  Present. 

^^B  Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

^^H  Conimandiug  Frigate  Sabine. 

^^1  V.    S.    S.  NiAIIARA, 

^F  Off  Mobile,  Mag  S9,  1861. 

Sir  :  •  •  *  I  learn  that  several  vessels  have  been  rapt  ured  by  privateers  and 
scut  into  New  Orleans,  and  one  (that  left  Pensacola  asliurt  time  since),  with  lumber, 
into  Apalochicola.  You  will  therefore  capture  all  vchscIh  you  may  meet  with  hoist- 
ing the  Recession  flag  or  bclougiug  to  a  secession  Htate,  uud  send  them  into  the 
iearcat  port. 
W.  W.  McKkan, 
Captain,  .Senior  Officer  I'reteHi. 
Captain  II.  A.  Adams, 
CommandiHg  Frigate  .Sabine,  off  Pen$aeola. 
The  above  are  the  first  and  only  orders  I  received  releasing  me  from 
ly  previons  ones  to  net  "  strictly  on  tlie  defensive,"  aiul  to  cooperate 
rith  Colonel  ISrowu  in  wliatever  way  he  might  wish  for  the  iirotectiou  of 
i'\)rt  Pickens.  It  will  be  seen  by  other  papers  how  earnest  Colonel 
IJrown  was  in  his  desire  that  nothing  should  be  done  by  the  squadron 
which  might  be  considered  an  act  of  hostility  by  the  enemy,  and  bring 

Ipu  a  collision  before  he  was  fully  prepare*!  for  it. 
I  HxADguARTXHs  Dkpartkbnt  [of]  Florida, 

i  Furt  J'ickent,  ^pril  tt,  18GX. 

f  Cajtaik:  Fearing  that  tho  safety  of  Forts  Jefferson  and  Taylor  may  be  put  in 
jeopardy  by  recent  political  events,  in  virtue  of  autliority  vested  iu  me  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  place  a  vessel  of  war 
of  your  commaud  at  each  of  tlmse  turts,  with  orders  to  their  respective  commanders 
so  to  place  the  vessels  as  to  atford  security  to  the  lorts,  and  otherwise  to  render  any 
assistance  that  may  bo  necessary  iu  any  other  mauner  to  their  rcspo<'tive  conuuauders. 

Hakvev  Mkown, 

Colonel,  Vommanding. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Sural  Force*  off  Pentacola. 

This  letter  shows  how  far  Colonel  Brown  considered  him.Helf  author 
I      ized  by  tho  President's  orders  to  dispose  of  tho  ships,  and  I  did  not 
question  it,  as  it  was  undeniable. 

^^^K  Heasquabtebs  Depabtment  of  Flobisa, 

^^^r  May  1!),  1861. 

^H  Captaji*  :    •     •     •     The  enemy,  besides  Forts  McRee  and  Barran- 
^Has,  have  as  you  know,  batteries  extending  from  the  former  place  ta 
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tlio  navy  yfird,  inclusive,  designed  Ibi'  the  double  purpose  of  preveiit- 
iiiy  your  sliijts  oiiteriiip  the  harbor  and  of  bombarding  this  work.  I 
do  not  8pe  (hat  the  ships  can  be  of  any  essential  assistance  to  us  here 
\u  case  of  bouibardiiient.  I  have  force  enough  to  <lefend  this  fort  on 
every  side  on  which  it  can  bo  now  attacked,  and  the  only  vulnerable 
point  is  the  island,  an  attack  on  the  land  side.  If  the  enemy  can  make 
a  lodgment,  and  establish  batteries  so  as  to  drive  oft"  the  ships,  he  can 
then  make  regular  apjuoiiches  to  the  fort,  and  render  our  situation  very 
precarions.  If  Ids  force  is,  aa  represented,  8,(((M>  or  10, (MM)  men,  I  am 
not  strong  enough  to  prevent  his  making  such  a  lodgment.  Major 
Tower,  chief  engineei',  considers  such  a  movement  to  be  not  only  jxis- 
sible,  but  one  that  will  almost  cert^iinly  occmr.  1  do  not  agree  with 
bim  in  this  view,  feeling  confident  your  forces  can  and  will  prevent  it; 
but  thinking  that  great  deference  is  due  to  his  opinion,  I  give  you  a 
brief  statement  on  what  lie  founds  it.  He  thinks  it  is  the  move  the 
enemy  ought  to  make,  and  that  he  therefore  will  make  it;  that  the 
dry  or  floating  dock  is  to  be  lloated  over  and  grounded  near  the  shore, 
so  as  (in  couuection  with  some  other  vessels)  to  be  used  as  a  battery  for 
covering  the  lamliiig  and  |uotectiug  the  trtH)|)s  iu  making  their  lodg- 
ment; that  the  troops  being  landed  some  3  or  4  miles  off,  and  having 
established  on  the  shore  batteries  to  drive  your  ships  oft',  will  then 
advance  by  regular  api)ri)a<'hes,  jirotected  by  their  numerous  batteries 
to  the  fort,  until  he  can  get  sufficiently  near  to  establish  his  breaching 
batteries.  If  he  can  do  this  we  shall  be  entirely  surrounded,  and  this 
place  wouhl  pn)bably  fall.  Now  if,  as  I  believe  they  can,  the  Navy 
will  keeji  the  island  free  fnmi  the  enemy,  it  will  fulfill  all  the  <lutie8  of  a 
belligerent  nature  that  1  desire  now,  and  its  services  will  be  of  the  first 
importance.  If,  therefore,  you  will  take  the  duty  on  you,  and  free  me 
from  such  an  attack,  1  shall  consider  you  to  have  done  mo  most  valu- 
able service.  I  need  not  say  that  so  far  as  my  ability  goes  you  will 
receive  my  iw.tive  cooperation.     •     •     • 

Harvby  Brown, 

Colonel,  (Jommanding. 
Captain  II.  A.  Adajhs,  etc. 


Confederate  correspondence  relative  to  the  reenforcement  of  Fort  Pickena, 

Pensacola,  yljt>rt7  5, 1861. 
Diapat-ch  of  ,'Jd  received.     We  are  prepared  for  defense.     Should  the 
agi-eement  not  to  reeuforce  be  violated  may  1  attack  ?    Answer  itumedi- 
atcly. 

Bbaxton  Bragg. 
Hon.  L.  V.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegroai.] 

War  DEPAUTMtiNT,  Mont //nm cry,  April  €,  1861. 
The  Government  at  Washington  have  determinetl  to  reenforce  Fortj 
I'ickeus,  and  troops  are  now  leaving  for  that  pui'jMJse. 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 

Brigadier-Creneral  Braxton  Bragg. 
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ITelpifmm  ) 

MONTOOMEUY,  April  13,  1861. 
Lieutenant  Worden,  of  U.  S.  Navy,  has  gone  to  Pensacola  with  dis- 
patclieH.     lutei'cejjtthem, 

L.  P.  Wai.keu, 
\8vcretarji  of  War.\ 
General  Bragg, 

Pensacola. 


[Telugrmn.| 

Barrancas,  April  13,  1861. 
Mr.  "Wordeu  had  communicated  with  lleet  bi-lbre  your  dispatch 
received.  Ahirm  gnus  Imve  just  fired  at  Fort  I'ickeus.  I  fear  the 
news  is  received  and  it  will  be  reentbrced  before  morning.  It  can  not 
be  prevented.  Mr.  Wordeu  got  oft"  in  cars  before  I  knew  of  his  laud- 
ing. Major  Chambers  is  in  the  car.s.  He  will  watch  Mr.  Wordeu's 
nu)venients.  If  you  deem  it  svdvisable,  Mr.  Wordeu  can  be  stopped  in 
Montgomery. 

Beaxton  Bragg, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Hon.  L.  1",  Walker. 


(TeleKram.) 

PeNSACOLA,  April  /.V,  1861. 
Reenforcements  thrown  into  Fort  Pickens  last  night  by  small  boats 
from  the  outside.    The  movement  could  not  even  be  seen  from  our  side, 
but  was  discovered  by  a  small  recouuoitering  boat. 

Braxton  Bragg, 

Britittdier-dciieral. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Hecretary  of  War. 


[Telegratu] 

Montgomery,  April  13, 1861. 
When  you  arrested  Lieutenant  Worden  what  instructions,  if  any,  did 
he  show  you?    Did  he  ptMiimunicate  to  you  that  he  had  verbal  instruc- 
tions; and  if  so,  what  were  tiiey?     Uc  is  here  under  arrest,  and  it  is 
important  for  you  to  reply  fully. 

L.  P.  WAX.KEU. 

General  Bragg, 

Pensacolu. 


[Telegraui.J 

PENSACOLA,  April  11,  1861. 
Captain  Adams,  commanding  the  fleet,  writes  on  13th,  just  received- 
Subsequently  U)  the  date  of  your  bust  letter,  as  you  are  probably  awaroi 
reenforcements  have  been  pla(.«'d  in  Fort  Pickens  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  U.  S.  Government.  Lieutenant  Wordeu  nnist  have  given 
these  orders  in  violation  of  his  word.  Captain  Adams  executed  them 
iu  violation  of  our  agreement. 

Bbaxton  BaA-GQ. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker. 
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[Telegnm.l 

Pensacola,  April  14,  1861. 
Lieutenant  Worden  asaarod  me  he  only  had  a  verbal  me^a^e  of 
pacific  nature.  The  reenforcement  of  Pickens  was  prec<*d»'d  by  signal 
guns  fioin  there.  What  caused  it  I  can  not  ascertain.  Wordeu's  mes 
sage  may  Lave  had  no  connection  with  the  move.  lie  was  in  Pensacola 
when  the  move  was  niiule.  Five  thousand  men  hen-  now  and  2,000  more 
fuming.  Subsistence,  forage,  and  transportation  should  be  hurried. 
You  can  now  spare  the  supplies  from  Sumter,  which  is  ours. 

Braxton  Bragg, 

Brigad  icr-  Genera  I. 
Don.  L.  P.  Waxker, 

Secrctury  of  irar. 


Letter  from  lieutenant  Worden,  XT.  S.  Kavj,  to  the  Becretaiy  of  War  of  the  Confederate 
Blatea,  requesting  the  reaaon  for  hia  arreit. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  15, 1861. 

Sir:  Very  unexpectedly  I  find  myself  a  prisoner  of  war  at  this  place. 
May  I  be  permittetl  to  re(|uc8t  tliat  you  will  do  me  the  kiuduess  to  inform 
me  of  the  grounds  upon  which  1  am  so  detained? 
Very  resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Worden, 

Lieutenant,  U.  H.  Kavy. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walkee, 

Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery. 


Letter  ftam  ths  Ai^atant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  8.  Army,  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Bragg,  C.  8. 
Army,  commanding  forces,  Pensacola  Harbor,  regarding  floating  battery  for  Pensacola 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Moniijumery,  April  l(i,  1801, 

General:  The  Secretary  of  War  urges  upon  you  the  irnpoitance  of 
causing  to  be  built  a  lioating  battery,  unless  you  shonlil  tiave  special 
objections  to  it.  The  one  at  CUarlest^m  performed  admirably  in  entilad- 
iiig  Fort  Huiiitcr,  and  Captain  namilton,  who  superintended  its  con- 
struction, can  be  sent  down  t-o  Pensacola  to  superintend  the  one  to  be 
constructed  there. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Imspvvtor  General. 

Brigadier-General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commandinij  Forces,  Pensacola  JIarbor,  Warrington,  Fla, 


Letter  (Tom  Lientenant  Worden,  XT.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  Statee, 
making  statement  regarding  bii  visit,  under  orders  of  U.  8.  Navy  Department,  to  Pensacola. 

Montgomery,  April  1(1,  IS61. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement,  in  relation 
to  ray  recent  visit  to  Pensacola,  to  your  atfeiition: 

I  left  Washington  City  on  the  morning  uf  April  7  with  a  communica- 
ticni  from  the  Secretary  <)f  the  Navy  to  Captain  Adams,  of  the  U.S. 
ship  Habiiu;  aud  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  that  I  would  have  uo 
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difficulty  in  making  the  comtnuTiicatiou  U>  Captain  Adams  under  the 
existing  agieemeut.  I  anivi'd  at  Peusacola  on  the  morning  of  the  11th 
instant,  announced  myself  to  Mr.  LeBaron  as  an  ollicer  of  the  U.  S. 
Navy,  who  sent  an  oHieer  with  me  to  General  Jiragg.  1  informed  Gen- 
eral Bragg  that  I  had  come  from  Washington,  and  dt'sired  to  commu- 
nicate with  Captain  Adams,  of  tlie  i^althn:  He  wrote  nie  a  pass 
authorizing  nie  to  go  to  the  tSdhiiic,  and  upon  lianding  it  to  me  he  asked 
if  1  had  dispatches  fi»r  ('aptain  Adams.  I  replied  tliat  1  had  not  writ- 
ten ones,  lint  that  I  liad  a  verbal  communication  to  make  to  him  from 
the  Navy  Deparhncnt.  1  then  asked  him  if  I  would  be  permitted  to 
land  on  my  return  toward  Washington.  He  rejilied  that  I  would,  pro- 
vided Captain  Adams  or  myself  ditl  nothing  in  violation  of  the  agree- 
ment existing  between  them.  I  remarked  that  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
agreement  he  mentioned.  1  then  left  General  Bragg  and  went  to  the 
navy  yard,  frour  whence  I  embarked  for  the  Wyandotte  idmut  4  o'clock 
p.  m.  On  reiM'hing  her  I  was  informed  by  her  commander  that  he 
could  not  carry  me  out  to  the  tiahhte  that  night,  in  conseijuence  of  the 
strong  wind  and  rough  sea  on  the  bar. 

During  that  evening  Lieutenant  Slemmer,  of  Fort  Pickens,  came  on 
board  and  I  liad  a  few  inonu'tits'  social  conversation  with  him.  I  had 
no  dis[(atclies  for  hint  whatever,  ami  I  gave  him  no  information  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  comnuinication  which  I  had  to  make  to  Cafitaiu 
Adams.  Of  coiu'se  he  knew,  as  did  every  ofiicer  i>n  board,  that  I  came 
from  tlie  Navy  Department  tt>  communtcatu  witli  Captain  Adams.  On 
the  ne.vt  morning,  the  l-tli  instant,  while  waiting  for  the  sea  to  subside 
on  the  bar  so  that  the  ^yl/an<lottl:  could  go  out,  one  of  the  officers  sug- 
gested that  wc  should  go  on  shore  and  take  a  hiok  at  Fort  Pickens,  to 
which  I  iiasented.  We  accordingly  about  d  o'clock  a.  m.  landed  there 
and  walked  al)out  the  ramparts  for  half  an  hour  and  then  returned  on 
board.  1  hiring  my  visit  to  the  fort  I  did  nut  see  Lieutenant  Slemmer, 
as  he  was  aslccji,  and  I  di<l  nut  desire  to  disturb  hitn,  as  I  had  no  object 
in  seeing  liini  except  to  pay  him  the  proper  visit  of  courtesy  on  going 
within  the  limits  of  his  command. 

At  about  l(l:;J((  or  11  o'clock  a.  ni.  the  Wyandotte  went  out  of  the 
harbor  and  [uitmodn  board  the  <SVit*Hc  somewhere,  near  12  o'clock.  I 
made  my  c<ininuiiucatii)n  to  ('a))tain  Adams  and  stated  to  him  what 
(Jeueral  Bragg  had  said  in  relation  to  tlie  agreement  between  them. 
He  nevertheless  gave  me  a  written  <nder  to  return  to  Washingtiui  as 
''special  messenger,''  which  order  you  have.  Of  course  1  proceeded  to 
obey  the  order,  an<l  was  hiiultMl  by  tlie  Wifawlotte  nt  I'cusacola  about 
5  o'clock  p.  ni.  1  was  told  by  Captain  Adams  that  it  was  not  necessary 
for  me  to  see  General  Bragg  on  ray  return,  aud  therefore  1  did  not  stop 
at  bis  quarters, 

I  make  this  statement,  ready  with  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  to  be 
coDfirmed.  It  is  made  not  with  regard  to  personal  safety  or  of  any 
consequences  that  might  result  to  me  ]tersonally,  but  purelj'iu  defense 
of  my  honor  as  an  ollicer  and  a  gentleman.  Several  officers  in  the 
Confederate  service — annmg  them  I  will  mention  Cajitain  I).  N.  lugra- 
ham  and  Surgeon  W.  F.  Carrington — I  think  I  can  appeal  to  with 
confidence. 

.1  resi)ectfully  submit  this  statement  to  the  cousideratioa  of  the  hon- 
orable  Secretary  of  War. 

UespcctfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  WnnoEN, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Waxkkr, 

Secretury  of  War,  Monlyomery. 
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I*ENSACOLA,  April  17,  1861. 
Another  naval  steamer  arrived  to-day.    Colont'l  Harvey  Brown  and 
sevenil  liiuidnil  men  lundml.    Colonel  B.  informs  me  be  will  bold  him- 
self ou  the  defensive. 

Braxton  Bbago. 
Hon.  L.  1'.  Walkkr. 


IXoleKnuu.J 

Montgomery,  April  19,  1861. 
Have  jnst  received  your  letter  of  the  ISth  instiint.*  You  are  mis- 
taken uljout  the  lleet.  It  lies  olf  Pensaeola.  Am  williuj?  to  do  auy- 
tliiiifj  necessary  to  defend  Savannah  and  its  ai>proachea,  hut  think  you 
will  concur  in  opiin'oii  that  your  sti^tjestiou  is  not  now  necessary.  Peu- 
sacola  and  not  I'ulaski  is  the  i»oiut.     This  is  certain. 

L.  r.  Walker. 
J.  Vi.  BuitWN, 

MiikdijcviUe. 


[Tolograni.J 

Montgomery,  April  19, 1861. 
Send  to  Pensacola  the  workman  who  ithvnued,  and  Captain  Hamilton, 
who  Hdjjerintemled,  the  constiuctiou  of  ycrnr  floating  battery.     Hoih-. 
you  will  do  ko  at  once.     Mortars  very  much  needed  at  I'enaacola,  and 
I  hope  you  will  send  as  many  as  possible,  and  without  delay. 

L.  P.  Walker. 
General  Beauregaku, 

Charleston. 


(Telegmn.] 

Navy  Department,  April  15, 1861. 

Do  not  send  Water  Witch  to  sea  without  further  instructions. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cominandaut  yavy  Yard,  Phiiadelphiu. 


Order  of  the  Srvreiary  of  the  Nary  to  LieutetMnt  Ronclrndorff,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commandiny  U.  S.  H.  Water  Witch,  to  proceed  to  Fort  PickenSy  Fla. 

Navy  Department,  April  16, 1801. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  I'.  S.  8.  Water  Witch  under  youi- 
conuiiaud,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Pickens, 
and  on  your  arrival  there  report  for  duty  to  the  senior  commanding 
officer  jire.sent. 

*Not  found. 
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The  principal  service  of  the  Water  Witch  will  be  as  a  dispatcb  vessel. 
Arrangemeuts  have  been  made  for  securing  as  often  as  possible  mail 
communication  by  way  of  Havana  between  the  seat  of  Government 
and  Key  West.  It  is  highly  iiajKirtant  to  maintain  it  between  Key 
West  and  Fort  Pickens.  Yuu  will  therefore,  under  the  direction  of 
yonr  senior  commanding  officer,  make  arranj;ements  for  frecinent  and 
regular  trips  with  the  Water  Witch  between  those  jioints,  unless  your 
senior  I'ominanding  oflHcer  shoulil  deem  it  important  and  advisable  to 
communicate  with  other  points,  so  reguhiting  your  trips  as  to  correspond 
with  those  of  the  mail  steamers  between  Havana  anrl  New  York. 

The  Department  will  keep  a  supply  of  coal  at  Key  West  in  charge 
of  the  naval  storekeeper.  Vou  will  touch  there  on  your  way  to  Fort 
Pickens,  communicate  with  the  commanding  ofticer  at  Fort  Taylor,  and 
take  charge  of  any  mail  matter  to  be  transmitted. 

On  reporting  to  the  senior  commanding  otlicer  off  Fort  Pickens  you 
will  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  these  instructions.  You  will  coniniuni- 
cate  frequently  with  the  Dej)artnient,  sending  your  communications 
direct  when  not  in  the  presence  of  a  senior. 

Transmit  tx>  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
of  the  Wafer  Witch  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wellks. 

Lieutenant  Wclliam  Honckendorpp, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Water  Witeh,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  of  departure  of  U.  8.  8. 

Water  Witch, 

COJTMANDANT'S   OPFIOE,  tJ.   S.   NAVY   YAE"D, 

Philadelphia,  April  J8,  1801. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Water  Witch  proceeded 
to  sea  at  5  o'clock  p.  ni.  yestt^rday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant . 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  0. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Strong,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. Mohawk, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  narana,  Cuba,  from  Indianola,  Tex. 

U.  S,  S.  Mohawk, 
HaiHina,  Cuba.,  April  I'J,  ISOl. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1  arrived  in  this  i>ort  yes- 
terday morning  direct  from  Indiauola  |Tex.|,  having  only  two  days' 
water  on  boanl. 

I  found  here  the  Urst  lieutenant  of  the  steamer  Crusader,  who  bad 
been  sent  over  for  the  mail,  lie  intbrmed  me  that  no  provisions  could 
be  procured  iit  Key  West.  The  Empire  City,  with  the  troops  on  board, 
being  here,  I  purchased  from  the  U.S.  Army  Subsistence  I  »ei>artment. 
Captain  [A.  Ii.j  Eddy  in  charge,  the  provisions  that  we  reijuircd,  as 


that  was  the  only  means  that  I  had  of  obtainint:  them,  giving  the 
quartermaster  a  draft  on  the  Navy  Department  for  the  amonnt  |at] 
cost  prices. 

Onr  boilers  started  again  to  leak  before  reaching  port.  We  are  now 
repairing,  and  shall  probably  be  able  to  leave  here  to  morrow  for  Key 
West,  where  I  shall  take  in  coal  and  leave  lor  liidiaiiola,  should  I 
receive  no  oi'ders  to  the  contrary  after  touching  liere  again  for  the 
mail. 

I  ara,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^U  J.  n.  Strong, 

^^F  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

J         n<)n.  (liDEON  Welles, 

^^  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I       Letter  from  Captain  Meigs,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Brown,  U.  8.  Army, 

I  comma  11(1  i 111/  Department  of  Florida,  offering  suggestions  a*  to  disposi- 

^^     Hon  of  troops  at  Fort  Pickens. 

^B  U.  8.  Tuoopsinr  Atlantic, 

^■^  Off  Santa  Rosa,  April  3(),  1861. 

Dear  Colonel:  If  my  estimate  is  correct  you  have  now  about  690 
men  inside  Fort  Pickens.  The  Illinois  is  here  with  two  companies, 
Bay  108.  The  St.  Louis  has  gone  to  order  up  twocompanies  ofinf'antry 
from  Key  West,  say  liti.  You  have,  tlieu,  here  858;  coming  up,  ir»4; 
total,  1,01  L'.  The  Sahinc's  (.'vew  in  i'M;  roichat<in,3W;  Urookli/n, 'MW; 
Wi/attilutte,!');  total,  1,125.  Crew  of  the  W.  Louis, '^')Q;  Ci-usatlcr.Wi); 
Minnesota,  i')i»i;  total,  1I.">0.  Total  force  to  be  concentrated  about  Fort 
Pickeus  subject  to  your  onlers,  .'1,087. 

The  Kohliers  will  liave  six  montlis'  supplies  as  soon  as  the  Illinois  is 
dis('liarged.  Now  what  to  do  with  them.  I  agree  with  you  in  regard 
to  the  great  importance  of  avoiding  everything  that  will  bring  on  a 
collision  as  long  as  ])ossible.  The  policy  of  the  (lovernment  I  uiider- 
stiuid  to  be  to  hiild,  oi'cupy,  and  possess  what  we  now  have,  and  not  to 
produce  collision  if  it  can  bo  avoided;  in  no  case  to  (ire  the  first  hos- 
tile gun.  The  attack  n[>on  Fort  Pickens  must  be  made  by  bombard- 
mentor  cannonade.  I  believe  that  it  is  impossible  to  land  aforcoujion 
this  island  iit  face  of  the  batteries  of  the  Poichataii,  Brookli/n,  and 
Wyanihllc,  jiroiwily  placed,  without  exposing  it  to  sudden  and  swilt 
destruction.  If  your  men  and  means  are  all  ecmcentrated  in  Fort 
Pickens,  every  shell  which  enters  the  tort  will  tell  a  tale  of  destruc- 
tion. To  concentrate  all  these  appears  to  me  to  be  like  ])uttitig  the 
depot  of  a  besieging  army  in  the  ricochet  and  breaching  batteries.  I 
think  tliat  the  true  mode  of  treating  [itj  is  that  which  regulates  the 
advance  batteries  of  a  siege. 

The  sand  lidls  of  Santa  Rosa  afford  good,  well  protected  liayouaor 
approaches,  along  which  material,  men,  horses,  and  artillery  can  be 
moved,  projicrly  (itotccted  from  all  direct  and  cnlilading  fire  by  works 
of  very  small  extent,  needed  only  to  close  a  few  gaps  ami  to  cut  through 
a  few  ridges.  An  approach  should  be  constructed  across  the  open 
8pa<'e  at  the  foot  of  the  glacis,  and  J  think  that  a  gallery  through  the 
glacis  into  tlio  ditch  may  be  atlvisable.  I  think  that  a  gateway  might 
be  cut  with  advantage  througii  the  south  entrance.  1  save  the  haul- 
ing of  material  and  the  hoisting  of  gun  carriages  over  the  ramparts. 
This  gate,  too,  not  being  ex]>osed  to  the  direct  fire  of  the  opposing  batter- 
ies, will  not  tempt  an  insubordinate,  undisciplined  volunteer  to  fire  the 
shot  which  will  open  the  wai'. 


J 


0PEEATI0N8  IN  THE   GULP  OP  MEXICO.  141 

Tlie  three  l((-iiich  uioitiirs  brontilit  from  Key  West  and  some  other 
pieces  ofaitilleiy  I  think  might  be  well  placed  iu  battery  outside  the  fort. 
The  ilivisiou  of  these  batteries  will  divide  the  enemy's  fire,  and  thus 
lessen  its  destructive  efll'ect.  The  mortars,  beinj,'  reserved  to  throw  out 
li};ht  and  lire  balls  from  the  fort,  uiay  be  phux'd  behind  (me  of  the  sand 
ridtiesin  iKmition  to  bombard  the  navy  yard  audita  batteries.  Heretlie 
mortar  battery  would  be  protected  by  the  guns  of  Pickens,  The  lifjh  t  bat- 
tery and  a  birge  portion,  say  two-thirds,  of  the  garrison  I  think  should 
be  placed  in  an  intrenched  camp,  iu  the  woods  where  the  horses  landed. 
Here  they  could  be  without  the  range  of  the  batteries  ou  the  mainland. 
They  would  occupy  then  5  miles  of  the  island.  A  plank  road,  witli  nat- 
ural e]»aulenien(  ou  east  side,  would  alford  plenty  of  communication. 
This  communicaHon  would  be  [trotected  by  the  guns  of  the  fleet,  which 
should  be  moved  in  position,  an<l  which  could  destroy  any  enemy 
attempting  to  cut  it  off. 

Vedettes  and  sentinels  upon  the  ridge  could  keep  up  constant 
communit'ation  between  the  fort  and  the  intrenched  camp.  Cajitain 
Harry  %vill  undertake  it,  as  a  boat  expedition  shnW  land  iu  face  of  his 
guns.  The  working  iiarty  and  guard,  detailed  for  twenty-four  hours' 
iluty,  sliould  be  ke])t  in  the  fort  to  [irotei't  t!io  ju-ovisions  and  ainmuni- 
tiou  there  deposited,  to  work  (lie  gnus  and  repel  a  sadden  assault,  should 
the  enemy  be  rash  enough  to  undertake  one.  The  troops  in  camp  and 
in  fort  would  be  healthy,  not  exposed  to  lire  or  too  hard  worked,  and  I 
think  that  all  would  be  more  cheerful,  more  comfortable,  and  more  safe. 
The  jireseiit  crowded  condition  of  the  fort  will,  if  it  continues,  bring 
on  disease  that  in  even  a  not  crowded  ]ilace  will  he  destructive. 

I  have  thrown  these  ideas,  the  fruit  of  much  reticction  ujioii  this 
subject,  together,  colonel,  for  your  consideration,  and  hope  they  will 
prove  worthy  of  your  approval  and  adoption.  Upon  you  rests,  of  course, 
the  resjionsibility  which  accompanies  conunand,  nnd  1  defer  to  your 
greater  experience,  rank,  and  responsibility,  merely  ottering  that 
advice  which  commends  itself  to  my  judgment. 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  triend  and  servant, 

M.  C.  Meigs, 
Captain  of  Eiujineerg. 

Colonel  H.  Brown, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida. 

(P.  S.) — You  know  that  tents  for  1,(MK»  men  should  be  on  the  IIH- 
noin;  that  1(),(MHI  yanls  of  canvas  attbrd  means  to  cover  the  horses 
from  sun  and  insects,  and  that  ample  stores  of  lumber,  ordnance, 
provisions,  etc.,  are  here  or  ou  their  way. 


Lrtler  from  Colonel  Brown.  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  Adavm,  U,  S.  Nary,  iietiior  officer  present  o^'  Fen- 
xacola,  requenting  use  of  a  umall  boat. 

HEASgUABTEBS  DEI'ARTMKNT   OF    FLORIDA, 

Fort  Fickcns,  April  L'O,  istil. 
(Captain:  As  nothing  was  said  to  Lieutenant  Murdaugh  of  the  kind 
»i  boat,  1  would  suggest  that  a  fast-rowing  gig  or  barge  would  be  best, 
as  I  do  not  propose  resistance  to  force,  but  to  intercept  any  spies  hang- 
ing around  and  to  be  able  to  have  reports  speedily  sent  me. 
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If  you  will  |>ennit,  I  will  send  one  of  my  officers  in  the  boat,  unless 
you  can  fuinisli  this  detail  from  youis,  which  I  should  greatly  prefer, 
a8  the  duties  of  mine  Just  now  are  bard. 

I  urn,  captain,  very  re»i>ect fully,  your  obetlient  servant, 

Har\'ey  Bkown, 
Brevet  Colonel^  Commandituj. 
Captain  IJ.  A.  Adams, 

Cirm m a nd i ttff  Na ml  Force*  of  I'ensacola, 

Letter  from  Ctiptain  MeiffH,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Colonel  Broicn,  U.  8.  Army, 
commiindinij  ftefiartmrnt  of  Florida,  HugocMing  meuns  of  deferute  at 
Key  West  and  Tortugas. 

U.  S.  TKoopsHrp  Atlantic, 

Santa  Rom,  April  i'S,  1861. 

Drab  Sir:  If  the  news  sent  to  Major  Hunt  by  Colonel  Bragg  be 
correct  as  reported  to  lue  by  Captain  Porter,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
look  for  means  to  ^uard  your  communications  and  the  most  importunt 
ptists  of  Key  West  and  Tortugas  against  a  naval  enterprise.  If  the 
State  of  Virginia  has  really  rebelled  and  surprised  the  Cosport  [Nor- 
folk] navy  yard,  she  has  some  good  vessels,  and  she  will  very  soon  have 
officers  to  fight  them,  as  Virginians  will  follow  the  fortunes  of  their 
native  State.  I  do  not  think,  then,  that  the  two  companies  ordered  up 
from  Key  West  should  now  be  withdrawn  from  that  place.  I  think 
that  the  Sabine  and  St.  Louis,  unless  here,  should  go,  one  to  Key  West 
and  one  to  Tortugas,  and  be  moored  in  position  Ui  aiil  in  the  occupation 
and  defense  of  th»-se  hai  b()rs.  The  letter  of  the  President  of  1st  April, 
which  you  bear  and  whi<li  Ca|>tain  Adams  has  seen,  gives  you  full  and 
ample  authority  to  rail  up<jn  liim  to  make  this  disposition  of  his  ships. 

The  exiKiciition  antler  your  tonuuand  embraces  the  coast  and  islands 
of  Florida  in  its  scope,  an<l  your  attention  was  i)articularly  called  to 
the  "even  greater  importance"  of  Forts  Taylor  aiul  Jefferson  than  of 
Fort  Pickens.  The  value  of  all  these  posts  is  greatly  increased  if  the 
news  referred  to  be  correct.  I  would  call  upon  Cai)tain  Adams,  in  virtue 
of  the  authority  in  you  vested  by  the  President,  to  "cooperate"  by 
sending  these  ships  to  Key  West  and  Tortugas.  The  Crusader  will  be 
very  useful  here,  the  sailing  ships  there.  Ilere  you  need  steamers;  and 
sailing  ships,  except  as  depots,  are  useless.  From  his  ]>resent  ]>ositiou 
it  would  take  Captain  Adams  half  a  day  in  good  weather  to  bring  his 
gnns  into  play,  and  in  bad  weather  he  could  not  move  at  all. 

The  team  road  should  be  extended  iij*  the  island  to  the  landing.  The 
sailors  are  hard  worked  and  should  be  spared  rowing.  The  plank 
between  the  gate  and  dock  would  make  the  road.  Now  less  than  ever 
would  I  put  this  precious  material  on  the  Atlantic  and  Illitwii),  at  peril 
of  de^struction  by  a  rough,  drunken  volunteer's  shot. 

If  one  of  these  ships  is  struck  by  such  a  shot,  aiwlogies  will  not 
restore  her.    Too  little  work  was  done  yesterday  on  ship  and  shore. 

1  enclose  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  to  me,  which  I 
handed  to  Captain  Porter  endorsed,  as  you  will  see.  By  this  I  sao- 
ceeded  in  stopping  him. 

I  am,  very  truly  and  resix-ctfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Meigs, 
Captain,  Engitu-erg,  Chief  Engineer. 

Colonel  H.  Brow??. 

Commanding  Military  I>tpartment  of  Florida,  Fort  Piekeiu. 

P.  S. — This  ship,  if  proi)erly  supplied  with  boats,  can  sail  by  1  p.  m. 
to-day. 
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Report  of  Captain  Ailamn,  U.  IS.  A'at'y,  nenior  officn'  present  off  Pensacola, 
of  the  arrtral  at  that  place  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  Lieutenant  Porter, 
If.  S.  A'avy,  mnnmanding. 

U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pensacola,  April  22,  1861. 
Sir  :  1  have  tlio  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  Jirrival  of  the  Poichntan 
at  this  place  on  the  1 7th  itistiiut.     Her  men  and  boats  have  since  been 
usefully  employed  with  thoso  of  the  other  ships  in  lauding  military 
stores  for  Fort  Pickens. 

I  repret  to  inform  yon  that  the  scurvy  has  broken  out  on  board  the 
Sahine,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  surgeon  is  likely  to  si>rea<l.  8he 
ought  to  go  immediately  to  some  place  where  fresh  meat  and  vegetables 
for  the  crew  can  be  had.  Since  Fort  Pickens  h;is  been  reeuforeed  and 
no  ditMculty  now  exists  in  getting  supplies  to  it,  aiul  the  Brooklyn,  Pow- 
hitttni,  and  Wyintdotte  are  here,  I  think  her  longer  presence  may  be  ilis- 
pensed  witli,  and  I  beg  your  orders  on  the  subject. 

Lieutenant  Miirdaugh  has  sent  in  his  resignation.  This  will  reduce 
the  number  of  lieutenants  to  three,  a  number  far  too  small  to  keep  the 
ship  and  crew  in  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Prenent, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  0. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  U,  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Flor- 
ida, to  Captain  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola, 
requesting  the  presence  of  vessels  at  Forts  Jefferson  and  Taylor,  Fla. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  22,  1S61. 
Captain:  Fearing  that  the  safety  of  Forts  Jefferson  and  Taylor  may 
be  put  ill  jeopardy  by  recent  political  events,  in  virtue  of  authority 
ve,ste<l  in  me  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stiites  I  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  place  a  vessel  of  war  of  your  command  at  each  of 
those  forts,  with  orders  to  their  respective  commanders  to  so  place 
their  vessels  as  to  afford  security  to  the  forts,  and  otherwise  to  render 
any  assistance  that  may  be  neccssiiry  iu  any  other  manner  to  their 
respective  commanders. 

I  am,  captain,  resi)ectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Harvkv  Buown, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 
Captain  H.  A,  Adams, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  eommandinri  Department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy,  nenior  officer  present  off  Pen- 
sacola, requesting  conference  and  cooperation. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  22,  1861. 
Captain:  The  news  we  have  just  received  that  Virginia  has  seceded 
and  the  Gusport  [Norfolkj  navy  yard  taken,  if  true,  is  highly  imporlau.t. 
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to  US,  and  renders  precautionary  measures  for  the  protection  of  Tortn- 
{jns  and  Key  West  necessary,  and  I  wish  very  much  to  confer  with  yon 
on  the  subject  at  as  early  a  moment  as  possible. 

1  will,  if  you  will  send  me  a  boat,  wait  on  you,  but  as  my  time  is  con- 
stantly employed  and  n»y  presence  almost  indispensable  here,  if  you 
would  come  to  me  1  will  thank  you. 

Work  presses  on  me  so  nuuh,  and  I  have  so  great  a  quantity  of  valu- 
able property  scatteretl  on  the  bench,  that  1  have  to  solicit  KK*  marines 
or  sailors  for  two  or  three  days  Ut  bring  the  stores  from  the  beach  to 
the  fort. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Comma iitHtu/. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

ComiiiaiKliHg  Xaral  Forees. 


Report  of  Captain  Adamn,  U.  S.  Xary,  nenior  officer  present  off  Penaacola, 
regardinij  cooperation  with  the  Army  for  the  defense  of  Key  West  and 
Toriuffas. 

IT.  8.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  I'e7isacoln,  April  23,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  t^  inform  you  that,  agreeably  to  a  request 
from  rolotiel  Hrown,  1  have  ordered  the  Crusader  to  remain  at  Key 
West  and  the  <S7.  Louis  to  proceed  to  the  Tortugas  and  remain  there  to 
coo|»erate  irr  the  defense  of  the  fortiticationa  if  it  should  be  necessary. 
She  will  remain  there  until  further  orders,  or  until  she  is  relieved. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from,  Colonel  Brown,  U.  8,  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pen- 
sacola,  regardinij  landing  of  stores. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  rtckens,  April  ji'S,  1361. 
Captain:  Our  labors  in  ntdoading  the  steamer  will  be  much  facili- 
tated if  the  Wyandotte  will  tow  the  boats  to  and  from  the  ship.  If  she 
would  take  them  all  in  tow  and  corneas  near  the  fort  as  shecan,  and  then 
anchor  and  await  their  return  and  tow  tliera  back,  and  continue  to  do 
this,  we  can  have  the  stores  landed,  with  much  less  labor  than  now, close 
to  the  fort  and  can  get  along  with  mmsh  greater  ease  and  rapidity. 

I  resiiectt'ully  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  give  orders 
to  this  effect  to  the  commander  of  the  Wyandotte. 

I  am,  captain,  respecttully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Earvey  Brown, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding, 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces. 
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Report  of  Colonel  JSroirn,  U.  S.  Army,  commainihig  Departtnenl  of  Flor- 
ida, rcfiarding  steps  taken  for  2>f'ote-ction  of  Key  West  and  Tortugas, 

Headquarteks  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  33, 1801. 
Colonel:  Since  writiuff  niy  dispatches  I  liave  seen  newspaper 
extracts  aiiiionne.inf;  tlie  secessidu  of  N'irjrinia,  tiie  takinjj  Fort  Sumter 
and  Gosport  I  NorColkJ  navy  yard.  Slionld  tliis  news  be  true,  tbc  secu- 
rity of  Key  West  atifi  Tortugas  mijilit  lie  jeopardized.  I  have  there- 
lore  countermanded  my  order  lor  bringing-  two  companies  Iroui  Key 
West  here, and  I  sliall  urge  ("aptain  Adams  to  keep  a  ship  at  Tortugns 
and  one  at  Key  West  in  position  to  protect  the  works  at  these  jdacee. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hauvey  Hrown, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
liioutenant-Colonel  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Secretary  to  the  General  in  Chief,  Washington.  J).  C. 


Order  of  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Nary,  senior  officer  prexenl  off  Pensacola, 
to  Commander  Gibson,  U.  S.  Xary,  vommaiidiHtj  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis, 
to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Tortugas. 

U,  S.  Fric.ate  Sabine, 

Off  Pensacola,  April  23,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  yon  will  proceed  to  the  Tortugas  with  the 
iS7.  Louis,  and  place  the  ship  in  the  most  suitable  position  to  assist  in 
repelling  any  attack  upon  the  fortifications.  You  will  consult  with  the 
otlicer  of  the  Army  ou  this  point,  and  remain  there  until  you  are 
relieved  or  recei\e  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Commander  Alexander  Gibson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis,  off  Key  West. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Jiroirn,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Nary,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensa- 
cola, regarding  suspicious  movetncnts  of  vessels  in  Pensacola  Harbor. 

Headquarters  Departsient  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  33,  ISfil. 
Captain:  A  small  steamer  has  been  plying  about  the  inside  close  to 
the  land  all  the  utternoon,  and  be  lauded  some  of  his  men  about  'i 
miles  from  here,  and  continued  tliert^  ntter  night,  and  this  evening 
another  steamer  is  rejwrted  as  having  gone  there.  I  have  ordered  a 
couii)any  to  the  spot,  and  il'  you  will  send  some  of  your  boats  they  will 
probably  return. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding, 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanditu/  Normal  Forces  off  Pensacola. 
N  w  B— VOL  4 10 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  fitronf),  U,  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohatck, 
of  proposed  departure  from  Key  Went  for  Pennacola. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohawk, 
Key  West,  Fla.,  April  35,  1861. 
Str:    I  bave  the  boiior  to  inform  you  lliat  I  liiivc  this  moment 
received  by  the  steamer  JUiltir  (trders  from  ('aittain  Adams,  of  the 
U.  S.  frigate  8abiiie,  to  proceed  imiiudiately  to  Pi-usacola. 

A8  soon  as  our  rejiairs  are  liiiished  and  we  can  talie  in  coal  1  shall 
proceed  to  obey  the  order. 

The  steamer  Baltic  leaves  here  immediately  for  Havana  and  the 
United  States. 

I  urn,  sir,  reapectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  II.  Strong, 
Lieutena ii ^  Vtinj mmtding. 
Hon.  GiiiEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  2).  C. 


Tjettrr  from  CoIohcI  Broirn,  U.  8.  Army,  comviandiitt/  department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  Adams,  IJ.  8.  Navy,  senior  offirer  present  off 
Petuaeola, 

Heaiktarters, 
Fort  I'ivhrns,  April  35,  ISdL 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  very  imp<)rtaut,  tlion^fli  nnoflieiiul,  news,  about 
■which  I  wonhl  liiie  to  confer  with  you,  if  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to 
come  on  .shore  t^i-morrow  moruiug. 

I  am,  very  resjiectfully,  captain,  youi'  most  obedient  servant, 

Harvev  Huown, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola. 


General  order  from  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Nary,  senior  offerer  present 
off  Pensacola,  regarding  cooperation  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Pickem, 
Fla. 

Order.]  U.  8,  Fkirate  Sabine, 

Off  Pensacola,  April  26,  1S61. 

Colonel  Brown  thinks  it  probable  that  an  attempt  may  be  ma«le  by 
General  Bragtf  to  hunl  fiu'ces  on  Santa  Rosa  Island  with  a  view  of 
making  approaches  by  hmd  aijainst  Fort  Pickens,  in  which  case  he 
ask.s  the  cooperation  of  the  sipnulron  to  jirevent  it,  You  will  therefore 
have  as  many  men  ready  to  laud  as  can  be  B]iared  with  safety  to  your 
ship.  The  signal  of  danger  will  be  two  rockets  thrown  up  from  the 
fort,  which  are  to  be  answered  by  the  ships.  On  seeing  this  signal 
you  will  immediately  ba\e  your  boats  manned  and  armed  for  service. 
A  detachment  of  soldiers  will  leave  the  fort  at  the  .same  time,  and 
march  along  the  beach  on  the  sea  side  toward  the  ships,  displaying  two 
red  lights.  They  will  form  near  the  beach,  opposite  the  shii)s,  to  cover 
the  lauding  of  the  seamen.  Their  positi(ni  being  known  by  the  red 
lights,  the  boats  will  land  as  near  them  as  possible,  aiut  the  men  formed 
to  unite  with  the  soldiers  in  executing  whatever  orders  are  given  by 
the  commaudiug  otlicer. 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  8enior  Officer  Present. 
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Eejnirt  of  Lieutenant  ('raven,  U.  S.  yavy,  commanding  U,  H,  8.  Crusader, 
urging  immediate  shipment  of  coal  and  Bupplies  to  Key  Went, 

U.  8.  S.  Orusadee, 

Havana,  April  36,  1861. 
SiH:  1  liiive  tlie  lionor  to  report  that  1  liavti  comis  to  this  ])Ia<:ti  by 
the  reiiuest  of  Mjijor  \V.  H.  French,  eomniiiiuling  V.  S.  trooi)s  at  Key 
West,  who  has  sent  the  <)iiiirteriiia8ler  to  imrchuse  mules  lor  the  Gov- 
ernnuMit,  wliich  I  will  taiif  to  Ivey  West  in  tht:-  Vrusadir. 

I  fall  your  attftitiua  to  tlio  necessity  for  iiiiiuciliately  sliippiiip;  coal 
to  Key  We.st;  t!ie  supply  there  will  soon  be  exhausted  by  the  squadron. 
It  will  also  be  advisable  (i>  forward  provisions  to  Key  West  without 
delay,  as  the  stores  on  baud  weii^  all  taken  by  the  steamer  Brooklyn. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obetlieut  servant, 

T.  ArtJS.  C'kavkn, 

Lieutenant,  Vomnianding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welle.s, 

Secretary  »/  the  liary,  Waahijigton. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Craven,  U.  S.  ^ary,  cummandiHg  U.  S.  S.  Crusailer, 
regarding  impaired  condition  of  the  boilvr  of  that  vensil. 

U.  8.  S.  Crusadek, 

Key  West,  April  36,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  tiie  honor  to  reiM)rt  that  the  lioiler  of  this  shiji  ha8 
become  so  thin  ami  defective  that  the  ellicieney  of  the  vessel  is  entirely 
iiu|iaire(I. 

I  can  at  no  time  dejwud  on  the  ship  for  active  service,  and  at  this 
critic;il  juucture  1  am  niuc-h  worried  by  the  constant  lealiy  condition  of 
the  boiliT.     1  enclose  the  report  of  the  engineer,  and  would  urgently 
recommend  that  a  boiler  be  at  onee  ortlered  for  this  ship. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  AuGs.  Craven, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Setretary  o/ the  Nary,  Washington,  /).  C. 


Jicpurt  of  lAeut^mant  Roiwkendorff,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S. 
Water  Witch,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Key  West, 

V.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 
Off  Key  West,  Fla.,  April  36,  1861. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  my  arrival  at 
this  place  yesterday  |at|  7  p.  m.,  making  the  passage  from  the  Delaware 
Breakwater  in  six  days  and  ten  hours.     All  well  on  boanl. 

1  And  the.VoA/KrAand  sloop  St.  Louis  at  anchor  here,  the  former  eoal-j 
ing  tfi  leave  at  meridian  for  Kort  Pickens. 

The  steamer  ('rusader  spoke  nie  off  the  harbor.     Sh<',   1    learn, 
bound  to  Havana.    The  Mohawk  will  take  what  mail  I  have  for  Fod 
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Pickens.    I  shall  remain  till  Sutiibiy,  2Stli  instant,  for  the  return  of 
the  Cnimdcr  and  titke  whatevei   mail  matter  she  may  have  for  luy 
destination. 
^m       I  have  the  honor  to  be,  \ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^B  Wm.   KONCKKNIiORFF, 

^^  Lieutenant,  Vommanding. 

V  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

^K  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

^^^^^ier  from  Culonel  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  commnntiitifi  Department  of 
I  Florida,  to  Captain  Adams,  U.  8,  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pen- 

H  sacola,  advising  detention  of  vessels  carrying  contraband  of  irar. 

^^L  HEAJJyUAKTEHS    DEPARTMENT   OF    FlOKIDA, 

^f  Fort  Picicns,  April  L'7,  ISfSl. 

Captain  :  I  received  yesterday  the  lanterns  and  your  order,*  for 
which  I  ant  nincli  obliged. 

We  are  sadly  deJicieut  in  8-iiirh  shells  for  our  seacoast  howitzers  to 
act  against  the  navy  yard.  I  am  told  that  you  have  sunie;  if  so,  and 
you  cau  spare  me  a  part  of  them,  it  will  greatly  relieve  me.  I  am  also 
told  that  the  Brooklyn  has  an  abundance  of  !(  inch  shell  guns.  I  would 
submit  to  your  consideration  tiie  ex]>ediency  of  establishing  with  three 
of  these  guns  a  naval  battery  near  the  fort,  to  be  exclusively  manned 
and  fought  by  the  Navy.  Your  co<»])eration  in  this  manner  would  be  of 
the  most  essential  imiiortance,  and  the  Navy  associated  with  the  Army 
in  the  defense  of  this  fort  would  cau.se  a  generous  emulation  between 
the  twi>  services,  productive  of  the  best  and  most  generous  feeling. 

I  am  told  that  a  vessel  is  now  on  her  way  from  (Jliarlestou  to  this 
place,  loaded  with  an  Armstrong  gnu,  ammunition,  and  pnijectiles.  It 
is  of  vital  imjiortance  to  us  that  such  a  gun  slumld  not  be  used  against 
us,  and  I  can  not  but  think  that  with  the  inlbrmation  we  now  have  of 
the  actual  commencement  of  hostilities  you  "will  be  fully  warranted  in 
detaining  her  or  any  other  vessel  having  articles  contraband  of  war. 
Will  you  permit  me  to  suggest  whether  yimr  not  doing  so  may  not  be 
viewed  unfavorably  at  home. 

I  would  not  utider  existing  circumstancea  propose  capturing  vessels 
containing  articles  contraband  of  war,  but  only  that  entrance  to  the 
harbor  shall  be  prohibited  to  them. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Hauvev  Hrown, 

Colonel,  Vommanding. 

Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Xaval  Forces  off  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  Captain  Adams,  U.  S.  Nai^y,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensa- 
cola, to  Colonel  Hrown,  U,  S.  Army,  commaHdinij  Department  of  Flor- 
ida, regarding  establishment  of  a  shore  battery. 

U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off'  Pensacola,  Aj)ril  28, 1861. 
Sm:  I  fully  concur  with  you  in  the  propriety  of  preventing  munitions 
of  war  from  being  carried  into  I'ensacola,  and  have  given  the  necessary 

*  See  p.  146. 
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orflers  to  tbat  efl'ect.  Tbe  establislmiinf  t)f  a  naval  battery  on  sbore 
seems  to  me  atthis  time  ahnost  iruprjutieable.  Our  men  are  cxbausted 
by  bard  work,  wbieli  ia  still  jicoumnlating,  and  diminislied  by  sickness 
and  detacbments.  Tbe  reniai  iider  are  necessary  for  tbe  care  and  defense 
of  tbe  sbips  and  for  landing  ]>arties  to  cooperate  witb  you.  Offleers  we 
bave  none.  I  am  bonrly  locking  for  tbe  arrival  of  FbigOfllcer  String- 
bam,  to  wborn  I  will  refer  your  proposal  immediately.  ITe  will  have  a 
fresb  crew  and  oflicers  to  8i)are.  In  tbe  me^intime  I  would  supgeitt  tbat 
a  place  for  tbe  battery  be  selected  and  prepai-ed  for  tbe  guns  by  laying 
platforms,  etc.  Tbey  are  very  beavy  and  will  recpiiro  solid  foundations. 
Will  not  the  gnns  of  the  7>Voo/i7_»/rt  do  quite  as  efficient  service  ou  board 
as  tbey  woukl  on  shore  to  i>revent  in  the  manner  we  discusseil  the  other 
day  the  appioaih  to  the  fort  by  Santa  IJosa f  In  case  of  necessity  she 
can  get  much  nearer  the  beacli  than  she  now  is. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Colonel  H.  Brown, 

Commandintj  JJepartment  of  Florida,  Fort  rickenx. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  eomvmndinfj  Department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  Adamn,  I',  S,  2favy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pen- 
sacola,  rei/ardinfi  erection  of  shore  batteries. 

HeadqVautbrs  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  3s,  ISdl. 
CAPTAIN:  I  am  aware  of  the  full  force  of  your  reasons  for  n(tt  wish- 
ing to  man  a  battery  ashore;  1  acc(niesce  in  your  decision.     I  intended, 
as  you  suggest,  to  erect  tbe  batteries  at  any  event,  in  tbe  hope  of  getting 
guns  of  our  own  with  wlitch  to  arm  it. 

T\\&  Broo]di/n''s  guns  will  do  lis  ni>"d  service  in  kee]>ing  tbe  island 
from  being  infested,  but  not  in  lultciiiif'  tbe  navy  yard  if  we  are  attacked. 
I  am,  captaui,  respectfully-,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 

Colonel,  Commandinij, 
(!aptain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Karal  Forces  off  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  lAeutenant  Porter,  U.  8.  Xary,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Pow- 
hatan, to  Colonel  Proien,  U.  S.  Army,  eommanding  Departvient  of 
Florida,  regarding  a  Confederate  spy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan,  April  28, 1861. 
Dear  Sir:  Tlie  enclosed  letter*  will  give  you  a  pretty  good  idea  of 
our  "si)y.''  He  tore  it  up  and  threw  tbe  pieces  into  a  si)it  box.  I  bad 
them  collect^'d  and  ]iuttogetber.  All  his  movements  are  watched.  He 
wrote  another  yesterday,  wliicb  I  shall  get  bold  of  before  hmg.  I'lease 
save  the  enclosed  for  me.  I  shall  pmbably  bo  pulling  about  tbe  chan- 
nel and  harbor  to-night  or  tomorrow  night.    "Will  you  direct  yo«— 

•  See  Anuy  War  lieoorda,  tierius  1,  Vol.  1,  ji,  403. 


ISO 


OPERATIONS   IN  THE    OITLF  OP   MEXICO. 


guard  boat  to  ktH'])  clear  of  met  I  shall  bt'  in  a  black  double-banked 
boat,  and  tlie  eutiniy  have  none  such.  If  tho  t;uard  boat  gets  close  to 
118,  the  wat<-liw(H'd  is  "  Hragg." 

A  little  iiil()tl)Oiit  whooiier  chartered  by  tho  Array  arrived  here  yes- 
terday. She  would  be  a  great  awjuisitioii  to  ii«  for  certain  purposes, 
while  here  doing  nothing.  I  am  to  iu-t  as  guard  Bhij)  hereafter  and  pre- 
vent the  inside  people  from  re<'eiving  munitions  of  war.  The  schooner 
would  be  a  great  assistance  in  enabling  me  to  cut  ott'  f.ist  sailing  ves- 
sels. If  you  have  the  authority,  do  you  not  think  that  it  would  l)e  well 
to  kee[)  her  here?  I  will  mount  a  ritie  gun  on  her.  Captain  Adams 
has  appointed  the  Wifotulottc  to  assist  me,  but  she  draws  15  feet  of 
water,  and  could  not  chase  those  fellows  over  the  shoal  spots,  and  her 
machinery  is  defective.  I  could  tin  more  with  the  schooner,  partlcu- 
liuly  with  a  breeze. 

I  am,  very  tnily  and  respectfully,  yours, 

11.  D.  rOBTEB, 

IJenteuant,  L 'am tn anding. 
Colonel  Hakvky  Beoa^tj, 

('oiinntuiding  Fort  I'ic'keim,  Flu. 


Letter  from    TAeutcnant   Porter,    U.   8.  Iv'ary,    cotn  mantling  U.  S.  8. 
Powhatan,  to  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a  pilot  boat. 

[IT.  S.  S.]  Powhatan,  April  38,  isni. 
Deau  Sm:  I  suggested  to  Colonel  Brown  that  the  little  pilot  boat 
wouhl  be  of  service  to  us  out  here  in  beli)ing  to  ()verhanl  vessels  that 
would  run  into  shoal  Witter  andeaca])e  (be  Uj/c«»(/off(;;  he  sent  nie  word 
that  she  is  at  your  servit'c.  Will  you  permit  nie  to  us«  her  as  [  pro- 
posef  I  can  get  her  alongside  of  a  vessel  while  the  Wyandoitu  is  get- 
ting up  steam. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Davtd  D.  Poetee, 

Lieutetuin t,  Commanding, 
Captain  E.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Officer,  etc. 


Report  of  Commander  Gibson,  U.  S.  Xary,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  8t, 
Lotiui,ofthe  arrival  of  that  rensel  at  Key  West  from  Prnsneola. 

U.  S.  Ship  St,  Louis, 

Off  Kry  West,  Fin.,  April  i>8,  ISGl. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  ship  arrived  liere  on  the  25th 
instant  fiom  Peiisacola  and  tliat  slie  is  now  under  orders  from  Captain 
Adams,  tlie  senior odicer  of  the  Home  Squadron,  to  proceed  to  Tortu- 
gas,  to  remain  there  until  further  orders. 

1  shall  leave  here  (he  very  niouieut  I  can  till  the  ship  with  the  ueeea- 
sary  water  and  provisions  for  the  Tortugas. 

1  would  respectfully  rejirescnt  that  there  are  two  men  on  Imard  this 
shij)  whose  term  of  service  has  exiiired  over  three  moutlis,  one  of  them 
over  five  mouths;  tliese  inen  have  askc^l  t\M  their  discharge,  the  sjdp 
beiug  iu  an  Auierivau  i>ort,  and  ou  the  ground  that  they  did  not  sliip 
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for  war  service.  These  men  are  both  foreigners.  1  would  also  repre- 
sent tliat  tliere  are  live  men  whose  terin  of  service  will  expire  in  May 
and  June,  and  lliat  the  time  of  the  remainder  of  the  old  crew  of  tliesliip 
will  expire  in  July  and  August.  1  am,  sir,  somewhat  at  a  loss  how  to 
act  iu  this  matter;  the  law  only  justifies  ns  in  detiiiuinj^f  men  in  oar 
own  ports  for  tliirly  days  after  the  expiration  of  their  term  ol'  service, 
and  if  I  shouhl  commence,  in  obe(lien<:e  to  that  law,  to  discliarge  the 
men  as  their  term  of  service  expires  1  should  disable  the  ship.  I  have 
conehuled  to  keep  these  men  whose  term  of  service  has  exj)ired  until 
aufticieut  time  elapses  to  enable  me  ti>  hear  from  you  and  to  obtain  your 
directions  on  the  siibject. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alex.  Gibson,  I 

Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretxiry  of  the  Navy,  Wa«Ai«r/tow,  D.  C. 

[P.  S.] — In  iuldition  to  the  foregoing  I  would  moat  respectfully  stat« 
that  as  far  as  the  olTicers  of  this  sliip  are  concerned  they  are,  one  and 
all,  heart  and  soid  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  (lovcrument,  and  are 
residy  to  make  any  sacrilice  wliicli  the  furtherance  of  that  cause  may 
call  for.  Under  other  circumstances  I  shouhl  hardly  have  deemed  it 
necessary  to  state  that  oHicers  are  now  reatlj' and  willing  to  do  their 
duty,  but  in  the  [iresent  state  of  artairs  and  great  uncertainty  that 
exists  as  to  those  who  are  loyal  and  faithful  to  their  allegiance  1  deem 
that  it  is  not  uncalled  for. 

I  nK)st  respectfully  request  that  I  may  herealter  be  considered  and 
registered  as  a  citizen  of  New  York. 
H         1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  olwdient  servant, 
^H^^  Alex.  Gibson, 

^^^^^^  Commander. 

^^^^^^^  [Endomvinont.] 

I  tilt 

I  she 

K 

W  Lei 


It  is  not  advisable  to  discharge  the  men  at  remote  points  when  hos- 
tilities exist  against  the  Hag;  but  as  soon  as  circumsbiiices  permit  they 
should  be  placed  on  board  some  retiiruiug  vessel  alter  the  expiration 
of  service. 

G.  W. 


■ 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  commandintj  Department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  A(lain»,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  ofjiver  present  off  Pen- 
siwola,  regarding  ammunition. 


LlEAJJQUAETEBS   DePAUTJCENT  OF  FLOBIDA, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  30,  18i>l. 

Captain  :  In  my  letter  of  the  I'fith  [27th]  I  requested  to  know  whether 
you  htvd  any  .S-incli  howitzer  shells  that  you  could  spare,  as  we  are  much 
iu  want  of  some.  You  do  not  notice  this  request  in  your  answer,  hav- 
ing probably  overlooked  it.  Will  y(ni  now  be  .so  good  as  to  inform  me; 
and  if  you  can  furnish  any,  how  many!  1  wish  to  know  before  the 
sailing  of  the  lUinoix,  that  I  may  make  the  necessary  requisitions  for 
what  I  can  not  get  here. 

It  is  rei)orttMl  to  me  by  the  officer  iu  charge  on  the  beach  that  the 
coxswains  aird  crews  of  some  of  the  boats  yesterday  were  negligent 
and  insubordinate,  staying  a  long  time  ou  th^  beach,  and  in  two  instances 
eutirely  leaving  the  boats,  regardless  of  the  [wsitivo  orders  of  the  olllcec. 
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I  have  ]ilace(l  a  sentinel  and  a  barrel  t)f  water  on  tlie  heiwrh  with  orders 
prohibitiuj;  the  crews  leavinjj  it,  but.  an  otlici-r  of  the  Navy  detailed  for 
this  duty,  whom  the  Miilors  would  ol)ey,  would  very  niuch  facilitate  oar 
work. 

1  am,  captain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Uabvev  Heown, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Captain  II.  A.  AsAJHS, 

Coniinnntlino  Naval  Forces. 


Letter  from  Oommtmder  Meade,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

mnkintj  gn/ffiestions  for  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Texas  and  requesting 

appointment  to  actire  nerrice. 

New  Youk,  April  30,  18G1. 

SiE:  I  have  the  lioiiorto  press  upon  your  attention  the  tittinp  out  of 
a  steam  propeller  tug,  to  draw,  when  loaded,  between  S)  and  10  feet, 
UTid  to  carry  sntlicient  armament;  the  tug  to  be  very  fast,  with  a  view- 
to  service  between  New  Orleans  and  Texas;  to  have  a  cuniplemeut  of 
ofQcers  and  men  to  serve  as  pi  ize  crews  in  certain  captures,  which  can 
and  will  assuredly  be  made.  The  great  aim  U)  be  to  interrupt  the  enemy's 
communications,  keep  open  our  own,  drive  from  these  waters  every 
hostile  bottom,  threaten  all  (toints,  attack  and  break  up  all  tra<le  in 
rivers,  inlets,  liarbor.s,  and  their  approaches  from  Ivey  West  around  to 
the  \Vw  (irande,  at  the  same  time  [toj  protect  loyal  citizens,  convoy,  tow, 
and  bo  generally  useful. 

There  is  at  present  a  certain  locality  where  there  is  a  large  tratie  car- 
ried ou  with  inijiunity,  viz,  the  Opelousas  road  to  Berwick  Bay,  that 
carries  all  tliesniJiilies  that  Texas  now  re(|uircs,  such  as  war  implements, 
stores,  anil  provisions.  These  could  be  readily  st<>])]jed  by  such  a  tug 
as  I  resiiertfully  sugge.'st,  and  thus  put>  an  en<l  to  and  destroy  so  lucra- 
tive and  diUigerous  a  trade  carried  on  by  the  enemy. 

So  btng  as  these  i>orta  are  open  the  (lovernmeut  can  not  crijiple  the 
resources  of  Texas  materially,  as  rei|Utsite.  I  beg  to  offer  my  services 
for  this  eommaml,  should  it  be  the  ph-asure  of  the  l>e]jartment.  1 
respectfully  refer  the  Department  for  further  jiartieulars  to  Master 
Edward  M.  Keige,  bearer  of  this  communication. 

Ca[ttatn  Keige's  character  as  a  seaman  and  a  gentleman,  extensively 
known,  will  not  suffer  by  comparison  with  any  other  shipmaster,  as 
eminently  ([ualitied  to  command  any  .steamship  or  other  vessel.  I  hope 
the  Department  will  assign  him  to  my  command  as  acting  master,  and 
that  I  nmy  be  allowed  four  master's  mates,  competent  to  take  charge  of 
prizes.  (Ja])tain  Kcige  has  comnmnded  for  over  six  years  on  the  coast 
of  Texas  and  Florida,  is  intimate  with  those  iidand  bahias  and  shoals 
running  out  to  the  westward  of  Ship  Island  from  5  to  7  leagues  from 
the  lanti,  around  the  Sabine  Pass,  where  there  are  channels  between 
which  you  can  get  Ironi  2h  to  5  fatlutma,  and  it  is  between  these  chan- 
nels that  the  Berwick  Bay  and  Texas  steamers  pass.  It  is  here,  where 
no  surveys  have  yet  been  made  by  the  (ioveriinient  of  our  coast  to  the 
westward  of  Shell  Keys  light,  that  t!ie  utility  of  such  a  st«am  tug  [as 
isjjierewith  suggested  will  be  prominently  manifested. 

There  are  now  three  of  the  finest  stearashi|Ks  belonging  to  New 
Orleans  nnining  fnun  Herwick  Hay  to  Texas,  two  of  which  {iron  steam- 
ers) are  loaded  with  freight  and  ])assengers,  from  New  Orleans  and  back 
four  times  a  week.  They  ply  with  impunity  and  without  suspicion 
that  Government  can  molest  them.    1  feel  safe  in  saying  that  with  this 
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steam  tug  I  could  certainly  capture  two  of  these  sliips.  I  would 
respectttilly  beg  to  refer  the  Goveniinent  to  luy  comuiuuicatiou  of  the 
7th  of  February,  ap|)lying  for  active  service. 

Captain  Keige,  bearer  of  this  couiuiuiiication,  will  deinonstrat-e  the 
valuable  service  to  be  rendered  and  itatno  the  proper  and  available  ves- 
sel that  can  be  at  once  chartered  for  thi.s  <lutj',  ahoukl  it  be  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Government  to  honor  my  sngyestiou. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.   W.   ilEADE, 

Commander,  U.  8,  Navy. 
Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola^ 
regarding  detention  of  vessels  swspected  of  carrying  munitions  of  war. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabink, 

Off  Pcnxacola,  May  J,  lf<61. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  i;5th  ultimo,  acciaainting  nio  that  money  for  the  squadron  would 
come  out  by  the  Water  Witch  and  Minnesota. 

The  Mohawk  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Key  West,  in  obedience  to 
an  order  from  me.  She  left  the  Watir  Witch  at  Key  West  waiting  for 
the  next  mail,  and  .sailed  to  day  for  the  coast  of  Texas  to  carry  out  her 
original  orders,  after  which  she  will  return  here.  Having  heard  that 
an  Armstrong  gun  was  to  bo  shi]iped  from  (Jluirleston  fur  I'ensacola,  I 
cause  every  vessel  bouml  into  the  harbor  to  be  brought  to  and  exam- 
ined, with  orders  to  detain  any  that  may  have  inunitions  of  war  on 
board.  Colonel  Brown  has  given  me  the  use  of  the  i)!)ot  boat  Oriental 
for  this  purpose.  I  hope  this  step  wilt  meet  the  aiipmbatioii  of  the 
Department.  I  must  beg  leave  respectfully  t<i  call  your  atfentiou  to 
the  circumstances  of  this  ship's  company.  They  are  getling  very  nnich 
discouteutetl  at  the  length  of  the.  cruise.  The  scurvy  is  increasing 
among  them  and  they  have  had  no  fresh  meat  f<jr  more  than  three 
months.  The  term  of  service  of  aliout  seventy  has  expired,  or  will 
expire  in  the  course  of  the  month,  uu<l  after  tlnit  the  time  of  a  majority 
will  soon  be  out.  All  wish  to  be  discharged.  The  extra  i)ay  they  don't 
care  for.  They  want  to  get  home,  and  if  they  do  so  now  the  country 
can  have  the  services  of  three-fourths  of  them  again  in  a  month.  By 
that  time  they  will  have  recovered  their  health  and  Npiiits,  seen  their 
friends,  spent  their  money,  and  be  ready  to  ship  again.  It  will  be  very 
desirable  to  get  men  as  well  drilled  and  taught  as  theyaieon  board 
ships  just  starting  on  a  cruise.  I  liojie  this  may  receive  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Department.  The  erew  is  a  gfiod  one  and  has 
served  faithfully  through  a  cruise  which  has  been  long  ami  unpleasant. 
Since  they  came  on  board  in  1.S58  they  have  had  liberty  on  shore  but 
ouce  for  twenty  four  hours.  Sailing  ships  are  unsuited  for  the  kind  of 
service  reiiuired  on  this  coast;  steamers  only  will  answer.  I  take  the 
liberty  to  suggest  also  that  the  Urouklyn  should  be  calletl  home  for 
repairs.  Her  engines  and  boilers  are  getting  in  bad  condition  from 
long  use  and  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  tires  constantly  up. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Henior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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hrpitrt  of  LU-utcnant  Balihcin,  U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ST 

Wyandott-e. 

U.  8.  8.  Wyandotte, 
Off  Fort  Pickenn,  PeiiMcola,  May  3,  ISdl.  , 

HiB;  In  r/iiniiliaiict>  with  the  order  dated  Navy  Departuieiit,  April  8, 
\>*A,  ttddnrxHtvl  to  iiiyHtilf,  1  have  aasumed  the  command  of  this  vessel 
itit  ( hii.  diiy . 

^'fty  reH|tert(\iny,  yonr  obodieut  servant, 

Aug.  S.  Baldwin, 

Lievtena7it,  Commanding. 
Hon.  G.  WKL1.B8. 


iOmrrt  of  lAtutmMHt  Honokendorff,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S. 

Water  Wit<!h. 

U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 
Off  Fort  rickai4t,  Fla.,  May  3,  1861. 

Mi»;  I  liuv<*  thi*  honor  to  rejiort  my  arrival  here  sixty-six  hours  from 
K<*y  W4**!.     All  well. 
I  have  I  ho  honor  U^  be,  very  re8i>eetfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WM.    iiDNCKKNDiJRFK, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Ilriii.  <iiiir.i)N  VV'Bi.MiS, 

Hfvritary  of  the  Sary,  Waahington,  D,  0. 


tMlor  frim  I'.  I'hilliiig,  eta.,  to  the  8e<retary  qftJu!  Nary,  makiiig 
rnquiry  regaraing  status  of  the  blockade. 

WasHINOTON,  May  3,  1861. 

Hill:  Uef'orriiin  to  the  <«>nverHrttion  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you 
thit*  nioriiiiiK,  I  liuve  miw  to  inCorni  you  that  under  date  24th  Aju-il 
MeHHrw.  1).  Nolonion  iS;  (\t.,  td"  l'hil:idei|»hi;i,  write  that  their  aj,'ent8  at 
M<djile  have  nhi|i[ied  ou  board  of  tlu«  Hritish  ship  .Jamrx  I'eo,  now 
at  that  pint,  for  IjiveriMiol,  lifiO  bides  of  cotton.  They  inform  me  that 
many  other  parties  are  in  (In-  Bani<>  eoiulition,  and  are  all  anxious  to 
learn  tlu^  views  of  the  Ctoverumeut  as  to  the  ellect  of  the  blockade 
which  it  has  proclaimed. 

1  presume  it  is  too  well  settled,  at  least  in  this  country,  where  the 
most  liberal  views  have  been  maintained,  that  as  to  ueutnils  the  block- 
ade dat/cs  from  the  time  when  it  exists  in  point  of  fact,  to  wit,  when 
there  is  a  iwwer  present  to  enforce  it,  and  that  it  does  not  debar  a  neu- 
tral found  in  port  when  it  was  instituted,  or  prevent  ejcress  with  a  cargo 
bona  tide  i)urchascd  and  laden  bel'«)re  its  coiiiuieucement. 

It  is  as  eleaily  the  interest  of  the  Government  as  that  of  the  shippers 
that  whatever  construction  may  be  given  should  be  at  once  made  pub- 
lic. I  therefore,  in  behalf  of  my  clients,  respectfully  request  to  be 
informed  at  your  earliest  leisure  whether  any  instnictions  on  this  head 
have  been  given  to  the  blockading  s(iuadron,  or  that  1  may  have  such 
other  information  as  woald  authorize  me  to  give  satisfactory  assurance. 
With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Phillips. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
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Report  of  (Japtain  Adamn,  U.  S.  jVacy,  senior  offlrer  prenent  off  Pengacola, 
regarding  disposition  of  vessels  and  officers  o/  hv)  command. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pensa^ola,  May  3,  1.961. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honoi'  to  iiifonn  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  Water 
Witch  yesterday  from  Key  West,  Owing  to  the  nonarrival  of  I  he  New 
York  steamer  at  Etivaua  in  time,  she  bronght  no  hiter  intelligence  from 
the  United  States  than  had  previously  been  received  by  the  Mohawk. 
The  Water  Witch  will  be  immediately  employed  in  carrjing  out  your 
instructions  regarding  the  mail  between  this  place  and  Key  West.  For 
the  sake  of  expedition  I  may  sometimes  judge  it  best  to  send  her  direct 
to  riavana.  The  steamer  Philadelphia  arrived  tliis  morning  with  mili- 
tary stores.  The  boats  of  the  sqnadron  iire  now  engaged  in  landing 
them.  The  Illinois  was  discharged  and  sailed  yesterday.  The  follow- 
ing changes  have  been  matle  in  the  distribution  of  otlicers  to  the  sliiiis: 
liieuteuant  Commanding  Baldwin  and  Lieutenants  Still  well  and  Fitch 
havejitined  the  Wi/andottc;  Lieutenant  Williamson  has  returned  to  the 
Jirooldtfu;  Lieutenant  Murdaugh,  whose  resignation  I  lately  foi-warded, 
I  have  ordered  to  the  iSujipli/;  Lieutenant  Jones,  of  the  iS7.  Louis,  to 
the  Supply;  Lieutenants  Maxwell  and  Hopkins  from  the  Suppli/  to  the 
Sabine.     1  hope  to  get  the  Snpph/  ofl"  in  about  a.  week. 

The  Water  Witch  sails  to-day  for  Tortugas,  carrying  an  Army  oflicer 
who  is  to  bring  down  some  military  stores  in  her.  She  will  go  to 
Havana  and  Key  West  for  the  mail  and  t<i  make  arrangements  for  its 
speedy  conveyance  in  future. 

Very  rcspectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  McKean,  U.  8.  Navy,  com- 
manding U.  8.  S.  Niagara,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Confidential,]  Navy  Department,  May  4, 1861. 

SiB:  A  dispatch*  was  sent  to  yoti  to  Kew  York  on  the  2d  to  proceed 
and  institute)  a  blockiule  at  Charlestim.  This  morning,  however,  a 
communication  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  enclosing  a 
letter,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy,  containing  information  so  iiiijM>rtant 
that  I  deem  it  necessary  to  order  the  Niagara  at  once  to  the  (Jnlf.  It 
is,  moreover,  as  essential  that  an  immediate  and  actual  blockade  of 
New  Orleans  and  Mobile  should  take  place  as  of  Oharlest-on. 

Y'ou  will  therefore  on  the  receipt  of  this  proceed  to  the  Gulf  and 
take  measures  for  instituting  and  caiTying  into  effect  a  rigid  blockade 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  such  otlier  ports,  especiallj'  Mobile,  as  the  force 
under  your  command  will  admit,  and  in  connection  therewith  use  all 
diligence  to  capture  the  vessels  with  arms  and  munitions  on  board. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  President's  ]>roclamation 
ordering  a  blockade.  This  on  your  arriviil  out  you  will  proceed  to 
carry  into  effect,  giving  public  notice  thereof  in  the  be.st  manner  you 
can,  allowing  no  vessels  to  obtain  ingress  into  the  jwrt  or  river  block- 
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aded.  Neutrals  will  bo  allowed  HI'teeti  days  to  leave,  with  or  without 
cargo.  No  nential  vessel  pioreediiig  towanl  the  entrance  of  a  block- 
aded port  should  be  captured  or  detained  if  she  Khali  not  have  previ- 
ously received  IVoui  one  of  the  hlockadiitj;  Bquadrou  a  specific  notification 
of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  This  notilicatiou  shouhl  lie  inserted 
in  writing  on  tha  muster  rol!  <»f  the  neutral  vessel  by  the  cruiser  which 
meets  her,  and  it  shunhl  contain  the  announcement,  together  with  a 
statenient  of  (lie  day  and  the  latitu<le  in  wincli  it  was  made. 

At  i)resont  there  are,  mostly  at  ren^acohi  and  Key  West,  the  steam- 
ers Jiroiilljiii,  J'oirliatan,  Wnintilotte,  Crutadcr,  and  Mohawk,  and  sailing 
vessels  iSahiiit;  St.  Louin,  and  Suppli). 

I  trust  we  may  get  the  blockade  systematized  and  in  vigorous  prose- 
cution forthwith. 

Let  lis  hear  from  yon  freiiuently  and  fully  in  regard  to  all  matters, 
and  ('S]>ecial]y  as  to  tlie  wants  of  the  S([ua<lr«)n. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Xary. 

Captain  TV,  W.  McKean, 

Coiiimanding  U,  S.  S,  Niagara, 

\  EDcl<Mare«.] 

New  YoiiK,  May  5,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Blockading  Squadi'on  should  know  that  from  positive  infor- 
mation, we  leiun  that  a  heavy  slii|)tnent  of  arms  is  now  (rxjicitted  at  the 
jMirts  of  r^IohiJe  and  New  Orleans  from  Helginm,  ordered  in  behalf  of 
the  States  of  Mississippi,  Alahania,  Louisiana,  and  Oeorgia. 

They  are  not  yet  received,  but  are  hourly  expected  and  a^re  anxiously 
wailed  for  by  the  Montgomery  (lovernnient. 

There  are  r>(t,(K»o  stand  in  the  contract  alluded  to.  This  information 
is  p(»sitive  and  uneiiuivocal.     •     •     • 

8.  Dkapee, 
lion.  W.  IL  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


liy  the  Preaiihnt  of  Ihe  l^nilal  Slalet  of  Amerioa. — A  Proclamation. 

\Yherea.s  an  insurrection  against  the  government  of  the  United  States 
has  brok<'n  out  in  the.  States  of  South  t'aroliim,  deorgia,  Alabama, 
Florida,  ilississi[>]it,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  for  the  coilecti<m  (d'  the  revenue  can  not  be  elfeetually  executed 
therein.  <'on  forinahly  to  t hat  jintvision  of  the  Constitution  which  requires 
duties  to  be  uuifoini  (hrongliout  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  a  cotnbination  of  persons  engaged  in  such  insurrection 
Lave  threatened  to  giant  pretended  letters  of  manpie  to  authorize  the 
bearers  thereid'  to  ci»nindt  assaults  on  the  lives,  vessels,  aud  property 
of  goad  citi/.ons  of  tlie  country  lawfully  engaged  in  commerce  on  the 
higti  seas  and  in  waters  of  the  Uniterl  S!ates;  and 

Wliereas  an  Executive  prctchunaliim  has  been  already  isaaed  reqnir- 
ing  the  persons  engaged  in  tlieso  disorderly  proceedings  to  desist 
therefrom,  calling  tuit  a  militia  force  for  the  purpose  of  repressing  the 
same,  antl  cotnening  Congress  in  extraordinary  session  to  deliberate 
aud  determine  thereon  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  I'nited  States, 
with  a  \iew  to  the  same  purposes  before  mentioned,  aud  to  the  protec- 


tion  of  the  pnlilir  peace  and  the  lives  and  property  of  quiet  ati<l  orderly 
citizens  jmrsntiifr  tlieir  lawful  ocinpjitions  until  Conj^ress  shall  hiive 
iussemldfd  itnd  deliljeratcd  on  the  said  tinlawt'iil  proceedings,  or  until 
the  same  Kljall  have  ceased,  have  further  deemed  it  advisable  to  set  on 
foot  a  blockade  of  the  porta  within  the  Estates  aforesaid,  in  pursuance 
of  the  laws  of  the  TTuited  Statea  and  of  the  law  of  nations  in  such  case 
provided.  For  this  purjiose  a  comi)e(ent  force  will  be  prtsted  so  as  to 
])revent  entrance  and  exit  of  vessels  from  t  he  (wrt  s  aforesaid.  If,  there- 
ibre,  with  a  view  to  vi(date  sncli  blockade  a  vessel  shall  approaidi  or 
shall  attcin|it  to  leave  either  of  the  said  ports,  slie  will  be  <luly  warned 
by  the  conmiander  of  one  of  the  Idockailing  vessels,  wiio  will  endorse 
on  her  register  the  fact  and  date  of  such  warniufr,  and  if  the  satno 
vessel  shall  ajijain  attempt  to  enter  or  leave  the  blockaded  port  slio  will 
be  captured  and  sent  to  the  nearest  convenient  port  for  such  proceed- 
iugs  against  hei-  and  her  cargo  as  prixe  as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 

And  I  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  if  any  jterson,  under  the 
pretended  authority  of  the  said  Stales,  or  under  any  other  pretense, 
shall  molest  a  vessel  of  the  Uuifed  States,  or  tbc  persons  or  cargo  on 
board  of  her,  such  (lerson  will  be  held  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  for  the  prevention  and  imnishiuent  of  j)ira<-y. 

In  witness  wliereof  I  have  hereuato  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  L'nitcd  States  to  be  alhxed. 

Done  at  tlie  city  of  Washington  this  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the 
I  ^  I  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  Innidred  and  sixtyone,  and 
'   ■ '  ■'    of  the  Independence  of  the  Unit'Cd  States  tlie  eightylifth. 

AiiKAUAJi  Lincoln. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Sewabd, 

Seiretary  of  Slate. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Frailey,  U.  S.  Xavi/,  eotnmaniHng  U.  S.  harl:  Reha«e 
of  the  cruise  of  that  ve^iscl  front  New  York  to  Fori  J'irkens. 

U.  8.  Stoeebabk  Helbase, 

Of  Fort  I'lrkrns,  Mail  /,  ISaj. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  yoiiriiistriu^tions  of  tlie  27th  March,  18(51,  I 
had  the  honor  (o  inlbrm  you  of  my  sailing  Irom  New  York  on  the  oth 
instivut  [ultimo |,  and  now  beg  leave  to  report  the  arrival  t>\'  (his  ship 
oil'  this  anchorage  to-day  after  a  rather  lengthy  passage  of  twenty-nine 
days. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  Ai>ril,  iit  nine  and  a  half  days  from  Sandy 
Hook,  I  passed  Abaco  light  and  on  through  North  West  Providence 
Channel  with  a  fresh  ejisterly  wind,  with  a  I'ond  hope  of  being  able  to 
pass  through  |the|  Straits  of  Florida  to  thesouthward  and  thereby  make 
a  fpuck  run  to  my  destination,  hi  this  expectation  I  was,  however, 
sadly  disappointed,  as  on  reaching  the  neighborhood  of  the  Moselle 
Shoal  II>ank|,  some  few  miles  south  of  the  Great  Isaac  lighthouse,  the 
wind  shifted  to  the  southward  and  with  a  /ailing  barometer  forced  me 
into  the  Gulf  Stream.  An  eftbrt  was  then  made  to  run  in  on  the  bank 
and  anchor,  but  in  a  very  short  time  afterwards  the  wind  freshened 
and  blew  in  scinails  acconii>anied  by  heavy  rain,  thunder,  and  light- 
ning, and  the  current  drifting  me  rapidly  to  the  northward,  induced 
me  to  bear  uj)  and  stand  in  that  direction.  Early  the  following  morn- 
ing it  was  blowing  heavily  from  the  southward  and  westward, continu- 
ing for  that  and  the  following  day,  accompanied  with  a  heavv  aci^. 
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course  was  then  shaped  for  the  Caicos  Passage,  through  which  I  passed 
ou  the  2'-'d  ultimo,  wi-sterly  winds  generally  i)reviiiliug  until  we  reached 
the  latitude  of  24.4'^  N.  Since  reaching  the  east  end  tjf  Cuba  to  this 
period  the  winds  have  been  exceeding  light. 

I  need  scarcely  sidd  that  my  discuniflture  on  the  15th  gave  me  no 
little  concern,  but  trust  the  Department  will  approve  at  least  the  efforts 
made  to  comply  with  uiy  orders  to  proceed  with  all  practicable  dis- 
patch. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Fbailey, 
IdeuU'thant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  (jUjeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Price;  U.  S,  Navy, 
commnndiiiff  U.  iS.  S.  HuntHvUh;  to  proctrtl  to  blockade  duty  in  the 
Oulf  of  Mexico. 

Navy  DEPARTivrENr,  May  6, 1861. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  communica- 
tion with  the  dispatches  to  Captain  JlclCean,  of  the  Ninf/ara,  who  is  off 
Charleston  Harbor  or  in  that  vicinity.  After  joining  the  Maijara  you 
will  i»roceed  in  company  with  her  to  the  Gulf  to  «;arry  into  effect  the 
instmclioiis  given  to  Captain  JIcKean,  and  to  enforce  a  rigid  blockade 
of  iJew  Orleans  and  Mobile. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 
[Commander  C.  Price,  IT.  S.  Navy,] 

Commandintj  Steamer  JfuntHmlle. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  nary  yard.  New  Yorlc^ 
regarding  U.  8.  8.  Uunt^ville. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Dei'AKTMENT,  May  <;,  1861. 

SiE :  From  a  telegrajihic  dispatch  to  the  War  Depaitmeut  it  is  eup- 
po8e«l  the  Nioi/tint  has  gone  to  Chiirleston. 

Orders  had  been  issued  to  her  to  that  effect,  but  information  received 
on  the  same  day  leil  to  a  supposition  tliat  she  would  leave  with  troops 
for  the  (^^hesapeake  belbre  the  orders  directing  her  to  Charleston  should 
be  received. 

If  she  has  left  for  Charleston  you  will  direct  that  the  nuntsrill-c  be 
got  in  readiness  finthwitli  to  proceed  with  the  accompanying  dispatches 
to  Capt4iin  McKean,  and  report  to  that  ollicer  off  Charleston  Harbor. 
The  liiintsrillt!  will  go  prepared  to  acc()mpaiiy  the  Nint/unt  to  the  Gulf 
and  assist  in  the  blockade  and  such  other  duties  as  Captaiu  McKean, 
or  the  senior  officer  on  that  station,  may  <trder. 

A  telegram  was  sent  you  this  ni<irning  in  relation  to  this  steamer, 
but  no  answer  has  been  leceived  up  to  the  time  this  dispatch  was  closed. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Captain  Samitt^l  L.  Bueese, 

Commundinij  Nary  Yard,  New  York. 
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Notice  of  blockode  imsued  at  Key  Went,  Fla.,  May  6",  ISCl. 

Bsport  of  Lieatenant  Craven,  U  S.  Navy,  oonunanding  II.  8,  8.  Cnuader,  trajumitting  oopy  of 
notice  issued  regarding  blockade  of  Boathem  ports. 

V.  S.  S.  Cbt'sader, 

Kaj  Wrnl,  May  Jl,  IRGl. 
SlE:  I  have  tiie  honor  to  reiwrt  that,  havingr  se<»n  in  the  pai)er.s  a 
notice  that  the  I'resiflent  of  the  riiited  States  had  |>rofhuriie<l  a  block- 
ade, I  on  the  6tli  iiistaut  i.^^sued  a  iiotiee,  of  which  1  eut  lose  youacopy. 
This  place  beiug:  .seeiirely  in  the  posses.sioii  of  the  United  .States  forces, 
1  have  U(]t  deemed  it  iieces.sary  to  place  farther  restrictions  than  were 
retjuirecl  for  the  iMeveiitioii  of  interconi'se  witli  the  Tiiaiuliuid  of  the 
South.  This  phice  is  jieculiarly  siliiatcd  and  depends  wholly  for  its 
supplies  on  New  Vork,  and  1  have  nut  donhted  that  the  (ioverninent 
will  approve  of  the  police  re^julations  I  have  established  in  this  harbor. 
I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  AiGs.  Craven, 

Lieuttnunt,  Commandinff, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretury  of  the  Nafy. 

[BDi:1uaiiT«,] 

To  all  whom  it  may  cotieem : 

Notice  is  hereby  j^iveu  that  no  trading,  coasting,  or  fiahing  vessels 
will  be  permitted  to  sail  from  this  port  for  any  port  or  place  in  South 
Carolina,  Ceortjia,  Alabama,  Mis8issi[)pi,  Louisiana,  or  Texas,  nor  to 
atiy  place  or  p<nt  within  the  limits  of  this  State  saving  and  excepting 
such  phu'e.s  as  may  be  included  in  the  range  of  keys  extending  from  the 
Tortugas  to  Cajie  Florida. 

All  vessels  having  clearetl  for  sea  will  exhibit  their  clearances  on 
board  this  ship  before  they  will  be  allowed  to  j^rweed  to  sea. 

No  smack  or  tishing  vessel  of  whatever  kind  will  be  permitted  to 
leave  this  jxirt  with  a  clearance  for  Havana,  unless  such  fishing  vessel 
or  vessels  liave  on  board  a  fare  of  fish. 

No  vessel  will  be  i)erniitted  to  ent<>r  or  depart  from  this  harbor 
between  the  times  of  sunset  and  snnri.se. 

All  vessels  arriving  here  at  night  are  directed  to  anchor  beUtw  the 
Government  wharf. 

Any  vessel  violating  these  regulations  wnlt  be  dealt  with  as  if  violat- 
ing a  blockade. 

Given  on  board  the  U.  S.  8.  CrH»adfir,  harbor  of  Key  West,  May 
6, 1861. 

T.  Attgs.  Craven, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ronckendorff,  V.  S.  Navy,  commandintj  U.  8.  S. 
Water  Witch,  of  arrival  at  Hacana,  Cuba,  in  oliedience  to  enclosed 


order. 


U. 


8.  8.  Water  Witch, 

Off  Ilaranu,  May  7,  If^Gl. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  at  ft;  15  a.  m.  from 
Fort  Pit^kens,  touching  at  Fort  .Jeflerson,  Tortugas,  in  obedience  to  the 
instructions  herewith  enclosed,  from  Captain  11.  A.  Adams,  the  senior 
ofllcer  present  off  Peusacola.    1  remained  at  the  ToT:tvxg,'<\:&  Wxe^VQ'Ni^^^i 
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giving  roe  sufficient  time  to  caiTy  ont  the  order  and  to  collert  wbat  mail 
matter  tliey  may  have  had  for  the  North.     I  leave  this  cveiiiug  for  Key 
West. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  resijectlully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WM.   liONCKENDORFF, 

Lieutenant,  Commandin^j. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

tkcretary  of  the  N<ivy,  Washington,  D.  C 

iEntionm.] 

V.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 
Off  Penmicola,  FIti.,  May  .V,  IHCl, 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Army  ofluei  from  Fort  Pickens  with  Colonel 
Brown's  iiistrnctioiLS  gets  on  hourd  the  Water  Witch  you  will  proceed 
with  him  toTortugas.  Should  lie  wish  to  go  to  Havana,  you  will  carry 
him  there,  and  take  on  board  the  bags  lie  may  procure  at  either  place,  to 
bebroHj,'ht  here.  AttertoucliingatTortugasyouwill run  overto  Havana 
to  obtain  the  mails  from  the  I'liitcd  States  whicli  may  be  there,  and 
make  such  enquiries  about  the  time  of  arrival  and  departure  of  the 
New  York  steamers  as  may  enable  me  to  make  .arrangements  for  send- 
ing or  receiving  couiinuuications  in  the  ([uickest  time.  Ascertain  what 
connections  can  be  made  for  this  purpose  witli  the  armj' schooners  run- 
ning from  Key  West  to  Havana. 

After  leaving  Havana  you  will  run  over  to  Key  Wast  and  communi- 
cate with  the  senior  olbcers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  bring  down  all 
letters  for  Fort  Pickens  and  the  squadron. 

You  will  then  return  with  all  expedition  to  this  place,  touching  at 
the  Tortngas  it  necessary. 

SVery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
U.  A.  Adams, 
Captmn,  Senior  Officer  Fretient. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  William  Konckendorff, 
L  CommaHding  U.  8.  A'.  Water  Watch,  off  Pensacola. 

Letter  from   Colonel  Brown,   U.  S.  Army,  commandinp  Deportment  of 
Florida,  to  Captnin  AdaviH,  U.  S.  J^^<iry,  senior  officer  prexenl  off  Pen- 
gaoola,  uryiiuj  the  neeensity  of  preserving  a  strict  blockade, 
■L  Headquartees  Departsient  of  Florida, 

P  Fort  Pickt'im,  May  f^,  1861. 

Captain:  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  imi)ortance 
to  tiie  defense  of  this  foit  of  excluding  all  steamers  from  the  harbor. 
Their  introduction  would  bo  of  essential  injury  to  us  and  benefit  to  the 
enemy,  so  that  every  jtossible  precaution  should,  I  think,  be  used  to  pre- 
vent it.  I  think  that  under  no  circumstances  should  a  steamer  oi-  a 
vessel  loaded  with  forage  or  jjrovisious  or  articles  contraband  of  war  be 
permitted  to  enter.  All  tlinse  articles  are  for  the  cimsumption  of  the 
Army  of  the  enemy,  and  we,  by  permitting  their  introduction,  are  really 
feeding  our  enemies  and  giving  them  the  means  of  assailing  us.  We 
haveinlbrmation  which,  tliough  not  oHictal,  is  authentic,  that  our  steam- 
ers have  been  seized  and  aiijiropriated  by  the  enemy;  that  he  has  issued 
letters  of  marque  and  is  tittiugout  i)rivateer8,  and  that  our  otTicers  have 
been  taken  prisoners,  our  property  stolen,  and  that  one  of  your  own 
Otlicera  ia  now  a  prisoner  iu  his  hands.    Under  these  circumstauces 
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slioiikl  not  efl'ective  measures  be  taken  to  stop  all  vessels?  I  certainly 
tliink  so.  Pcrrait  me  t/>  suggest  tbat  the  iiiissiij;p  at  tlie  north  of 
tlio  island  and  the  landing  of  the  Penlido  should  l>o  strictly  wat-c'lied, 
and  that  every  possible  exertion  should  be  used  to  prevent  the  iuti'O- 
duction  of  supplies  of  any  and  every  kind. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Haevey  Bbown, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Captain  IJ.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  Captain  Adanm,  U.  S.  Nary,  aenior  officer  present  off  Pen- 
sacola, to  Colonel  Broicn,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
Florida,  regarding  the  blockade. 

U.  S.  Fhigatk  Sabtne, 

0/  Pensacola,  May  8,  1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  given  orders  to  tlie  guard  vessels  to  allow  no 
provisions  to  enter  Pensacola  Harbor.  In  tlie  absence  of  all  instruc- 
tions with  regard  to  the  blockade  I  do  not  know  how  to  proceed  toward 
foreign  ships,  which  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  nations  are  usually 
allowed  a  certain  time  to  come  and  go  after  the  declaration  of  a  block- 
ade, nor  toward  those  coasting  vessels  which  exhibit  a  license  from  the 
U.  8.  Government.  My  doubts  on  this  subject  i»revente<l  me  from  mak- 
ing prizes  of  the  two  steamers  detained  last  night,  which  had  cargoes 
of  provisions  consigned  to  Judah  &  LeBaron.  I  have  sent  them  biick 
to  Mobile.  The  President's  proclamation  of  blockade  is  dated  April 
19,  and  it  is  more  than  time  some  specific  directions  about  it  should 
Lave  reached  me  here.  Should  1  Lear  of  any  privateer,  man-of-war, 
or  letter  of  marque  being  at  sea  under  the  secession  flag,  I  intend  to 
commence  making  captures  immediately;  but  I  shall  be  greatly  embar- 
rassed what  to  do  with  them,  as  I  Lave  no  officers  to  i>ut  on  board  and 
carry  them  to  a  port  of  the  United  States  for  adjudication.  Has  any 
progress  been  made  in  the  preparation  of  a  battery  to  receive  the 
Brooklyn's  U-inch  guns,  if  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to  laud  them! 
I  am  afraid  the  work  of  discharging  the  Philadelphia  will  go  on  but 
slowly,  as  the  large  boats  of  the  Poirkatan  h.ave  been  so  much  injured 
as  to  rerjuire  extensive  rej)airs,  and  those  of  the  Brooklyn  will  be 
employed  for  a  few  days  in  ballasting  the  Supply. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Aj)AMS, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Colonel  Habvby  Brown,  U.  S.  Army, 

Fort  Pickens. 


Lettir  from  Colonel  Brotrn,  V.  S,  Army,  eommanding  Department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  Adams,  U.  S,  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pen- 
sacola, regarding  the  blockade. 

HBADQIIAHTER.S  DEPARTMENT   OP   FLORIDA, 

Fort  Pickens,  May  8,  iBfil. 

Cai'Tain:  I  wrote  you  this  morning  on  the  subject  of  allowing  pro- 
visions to  enter  Pensacola  Harbor,  and  am  gratified  that  you  have  so 
N  w  K — VOL  4 11 
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far  anticipated  my  wishes.  I  am  not  ])i-i>]>ared  to  express  a  decided 
opinion  as  to  the  foreign  vessels,  but  as  the  port  has  not  been  actually 
deulared  in  a  state  of  blockade  I  should  suppose  it  to  be  expedient  to 
let  them  ynvss  unless  they  at^tnally  have  on  board  articles  contraband 
of  war.  I  am,  however,  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  Unit«d  States 
vessel  containiiifj  any  article  which  will  nourish  or  assist  the  enemy 
should  be  penuitt^'d  to  enter,  and  most  certainly  no  one,  either  Amer- 
ican or  KtM-ession,  from  a  rebel  State.  I  regret  that  you  did  not  feel  it 
to  be  your  duty  to  detain  the  two  steamers,  they  beinj^  in  my  opinion 
lawful  i>rizes. 

1  have  done  nothing  in  relation  to  the  batteries  for  the  guns  of  the 
Brookh/n,  because  I  distinctly  understood  you  to  say  that  you  could 
not  possibly  spare  any  guns  from  her.  1  may  also  say  that  other  and 
more  i)ressing  work  would  have  preventetl  my  doing  it,  but  that  I  will 
have  an  engineer  detailed  to  lay  out  and  suiierintend  8u<'h  a  work 
whenever  you  may  wish  to  commence  it,  presuming,  as  I  do,  that  your 
oflicers  will  wish  the  whole  to  be  a  navy  work. 

Is  not  the  unloading  of  the  Philadelphia  and  provisioning  and  sup- 
plying this  work  of  very  iwramount  importance  to  ballasting  the  Sup- 
plyf  I  tliink  that  now,  while  the  sea  is  smooth  and  the  enemy  quiet, 
nothing  should  take  the  boats  off,  au<l  I  most  respectfully  urge  that 
the  balhistiug  the  Supply  may  be  deferred  until  aftei'  the  steamer  is 
unloaded. 

1  am  much  obliged  for  the  papers. 

II  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obwliont  sei-vant, 
Uarvev  Buown, 
Colonel,  Vommandimj. 
Captain  IT.  A.  Adams, 
— 


I 


I 


Ijetter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kary  to  Lie^itennnt  Craren,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commandiH(j  U,  S.  S,  Crusader,  regarding  supplies. 

Navy  Department,  May  s,  1861. 
SiTi:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo  has  been  received.     A  cargo  of 
*<soiil  is  now  on   tlio  way  to    Key  VV^cst.  and  Commodore  Breese  was 
directed  on  the  (ith  instant  to  send  to  that  place  provisions  for  500  men 
for  six  months. 
I  I  am,  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gedkon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  T.  A.  M,  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Crti«ader,  Key  West. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  oftlie  Navy  to  commandant  fuivy  yard,  New  York, 
regarding  if.  S.  S.  HunUirille. 

Navy  Department,  May  9, 1861. 
Sir:  Immediately  uiKin  the  receijit  of  the  enclosed  dispatch*  for 
Captiiiu  McKean,  you  will  order  the  Huntsville  to  sea. 

11  am,  etc., 
Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  Samtt;l  L.  Breese, 
Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Netc  York. 


'Seep.  166. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Adams,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  senior 
officer  present  offPensa^soUi,  regarding  U.  8.  ship  8ahine. 

Navy  Department,  3lay  9, 1801. 
Stk:  On  tbe  receipt  lieieof  you  will  proceed,  with  tLe  U.  8.  irigate 
Sabine  undei'  yonr  conimaiid,  to  the  navy  yard  at  I'ortsuiouth,  N.  H. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Henuy  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  off  Fort  Pickens. 


Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  giving  authority  for 
remoeal  of  snspected  persons  from  the  islands  of  Key  West,  Tortugas, 
and  Santa,  Rosa. 

Whereas  an  insurrection  exists  in  the  State  of  Florida,  by  which  the 
lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
endangered;  and 

Whereas  it  is  deemed  proper  that  all  uuedful  measures  should  be 
taken  for  the  protection  of  such  citizens  iuid  all  odieers  of  the  United 
States  in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duties  in  the  State  aforesaid: 

Now,  therefore,  bo  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Linculu,  President  of 
the  United  States,  do  hereby  direct  the  commander  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Florida  coast  to  permit  no  jtersou  to  exercise  any 
oflice  or  authority  upon  the  islands  of  Key  West,  the  Tortugas,  and 
Santa  Hosa  which  may  be  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  authorizing  hiui  at  the  same  time,  if  he  shall  find 
it  necessary,  to  suspend  there  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  to  remove 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States  fortresses  all  dangerous  or  sus- 
pected persons. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  Unite<l  States  to  be  aflixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  tenth  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  and  of  the  indeiwudence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
fifth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
By  the  President: 

William  II.  Sewahd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


lL.S.1 


Order  of  Captain  Adams,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  offPensacola, 
to  JAentenant  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Mohawk,  to 
proceed  to  blockade  duty  off  that  port. 

U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pvnsacola,  May  10,  1801. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Mohawk  to  the  east  end  of  Santa 
Rosa  Island  to  blockade  that  entrance  to  Pensacohi.  Should  any  ves- 
sels or  boats  attemjit  to  enter,  you  will  examine  tliem.  It  they  have 
provisions  or  munitions  of  war,  cajiture  thorn  and  bring  tlie  vessels  to 
this  ship.    If  they  aie  empty  warn  them  ofl°  and  endorse  upon  their 
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n'gisters  a  uotico  that  they  have  beeu  warueti  oflf  by  the  Mohatck  and 
will  be  taken  as  prizes  if  they  are  caught  again  in  atlemi)tiug  to  tMiter 
Pensacola  Bay.  Observe  closely  the  state  of  things  at  the  passage, 
and  if  batteries  are  erected  there,  or  if  there  is  any  eoHeetioii  of  troops, 
let  nie  know  at  the  first  opportunity.  Foreign  vessels  aie  not  to  bo 
detained  unless  carrying  nidiiitious  of  war  or  loaded  with  provisions. 
They  are,  however,  to  be  informed  that  the  place  is  under  blockade, 
and  if  they  enter  they  will  probably  not  be  allowed  to  leave  with  a  cargo. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  A.  ADA.MS, 
Captitin,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant  Oomiuanding  J.  H.  iStkhxi;, 

Gommandinn  U.  8.  IS.  Moh<iwk,  off  Pensacola. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  New  TbrJIf, 
regarding  U.  S.  S,  HuntseUle. 

Navy  Department,  May  lo,  1861. 
Let  the  Huntsville  go  with  her  mates.    Employ  the  four  midshipmen 
for  other  vessels. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  Breese, 

Navy  Yard,  Netc  York. 


Instructions  from  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  to  Captain  MeKean, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  8,  Niagara,  regarding  a  svsj)icwus 
vessel. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  May  10, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  the  following  information  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, which,  in  obedience  to  its  directious,  1  send  you  by  the  UuntJiviUc: 

Sbip  If'indtor  Forenl,  (it  iJatb,  was  to  sail  from  Liverpool  about  May  1  for  Mobile 
with  30  tou8  of  iiiuskotB. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 
Captain  W.  VV.  McKean, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Niagara. 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  to  Commander  Price,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Runtsnlie,  to  proceed  to  sea  under  Depart- 
menVs  orders  enclosed. 

Commandant's  Office,  May  ll,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  immediately  to  sea,  in  compliance  with  the 
Department's  order*  herewith  enclosed.    I  forward  also  dispatches  from 


*  See  p.  158. 
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tlie  Department,  which  you  will  deliver  to  Captain  McKean.  Enclosed 
witli  this  is  an  extract  of  a  circular  from  the  Department  for  your  pov- 
eriimeut. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  cruise,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

SAJTL.    L.    B  REESE, 

Commandant. 
Commauder  Cicero  Price, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Jluntuville,  Xeic  York. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Neic  York,  of  the  departure  for 
Charleston,  S.  C,  of  U.  S.  S.  Bun'taville. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  May  11, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  sailing  of  the  fTuntiirille,  Com- 
mander Price,  this  day  for  Charleston  with  disjiatches  for  the  Niagara. 
I  enclose  a  muster  roll  of  her  officers  and  crew. 
Surgeon  [T.  M.l  Potter,  Chief  Kn<;iiie('r  [  K.  II.]  Long,and  First  Assist- 
ant Engineer  [  Williamj  Kobcrts,  who  repoitwl  for  thi*  Xiagora  after  that 
ship  hatl  sailed,  were  directed  to  take  passage  in  the  Iluntsvitle. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Sajil.  lu  Breese, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  J.  M.  Forbes  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  giving  list  of 
vessels  in  Neic  Orleans. 

Boston,  May  11,  isai. 
Dear  SiE:  A  gentleman  who  can  be  relied  upon,  just  returned 
from  New  Orleans,  gives  me  the  enclosed  list  of  steamers  bought  and 
stolen  by  the  Confeilerate  pirates,  which  may  be  of  some  interest  to 
you  or  to  Commodore  Stringham. 
Truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  Forbes. 
Uon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N'avy,  etc. 

[EnoloBure.] 
Confederate  iteameri  in  OhI/  of  Hffrieo. 

JIabana,  Marquis  of  Ilarana. — Bought  at  New  Orleans  and  fitting 
there.  Names  change<l — one  U>  Sumter.  One  of  them  a  good  war 
steamer. 

St<ir  of  the  West,  Texas,  Tennessee,  Wm.  G.  IJetces. — Seized  in  New 
Orleans  April  28  by  Governor  Moore,  of  Ix)uisiaua.  Belonged  to  Mor- 
gan's Texas  Line. 

Fashion,  Mobile  (propeller),  United  States. — Texas. 

Orizaba. — Texas. 

General  Rusk. — Texas. 

Matagorda, — New  Orleans  and  Texas. 
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Ctishman  (i)roi>eller). — Pensacola. 
Nvajiv  (aiu«  wheel). — Pensacola, 

Besides  tliese,  tlioy  have  at  New  Orleans  a  great  number  of  very 
jKJwerful  tug  i)roi)ellers. 


Report  of  Captain  Adams^  U.  8.  iVary,  senior  officer  pretent  off  Pensa- 
cola-j  regarding  movements  of  vessels  under  his  command. 

U.  S.  FUiGATE  Sabine, 

(tff  I'etmicola,  May  12,  1861. 
SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  tlie  storeship 
Release  at  this  anchorage  on  the  4th  instant.    Tlie  Snpfthi  sailed  to-day 
for  New  York,  with  orders  t*  toueh  at  Tortugas  and  Key  West  and 
furnish  provisions  to  the  St.  Louix  and  Crumuler. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washinfftoii. 


Report  of  Captain  Adam«,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensa- 
cola,  regarding  jtosifion  of  vessels  under  his  command. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Penmcola,  May  13,  1861. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  return  of  the  Water 
JVilcb  yesterday  from  Havana  and  Key  West.  Shr  broaght  no  eom- 
muuieationa  from  the  Department.  The  WyiDidotte  is  at  Key  West 
waiting  for  some  ordnance  stores  for  Fort  I'ickens  and  making  some 
necessary  repairs  to  her  boilers  and  machinery. 
^'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Ord^r  of  the  Se<^etary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  S.  Nary, 
conntKuuUtKj  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  nsnigniinj  him  to  duty  in  the  Quljf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  DeP/UITMENT,  May  13, 1861. 
Sib:  The  President  has  notilied  this  Department  tliat  the  si)6cial 
duty  to  which  yon  were  assigned  ha\ing  been  executed,  the  Poichatan. 
uruler  your  comiuand,  until  further  orders  will  constitute  a  part  of  the 
Gulf  Blockading  Scjuadron,  and  you  will  report  accordingly  to  the  senior 
commanding  otlicer  jjresent. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  referred  your  dispatch  of  the  f21st]  ultimo 
to  this  Department,  together  with  papers  accompauyiug  it. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  D.  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  off  Fort  Pickens. 
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Ingtructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  ttenior  commanding  naval 
officer  off  Fort  Pickens  regarding  coal. 

Navy  Depaktment,  May  13.  iSGl. 
Sir  :  To  obviate  the  necessity  of  the  steaniers  engaged  in  the  blockade 
of  the  Gull'  ports  leaving  their  stations  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding 
to  Key  West  for  coal,  the  Department  intemls  to  |)iirchase  a  suitable 
sailing  \es8el  for  a  transport  and  sen  J  her  to  t!ie  Gulf.  She  will  carry 
out  a  cargo  of  coal,  which  can  be  distributed  among  the  several  steam- 
ers of  the  squadron.  Hhe  can  then  be  cmploj'ed  under  your  direction 
iu  transijorting  con)  to  such  points  as  ytju  may  deem  it  necessary. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  ubedteut  servant, 

[Gedbon  Welles.] 
Commander  C  IJ.  PooB,  or 
The  Senior  Commanding  Officer  off  Fort  Pickens. 


I 


Order  of  the   Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  senior  commanding  naval 

officer  off  Fort  Fickens  to  institute  a  rigid  blockade  of  Faisatola  and 

vicinity. 

Navy  Department,  May  13, 1861. 

Sir:  Unavoidable  delays  have  prevented  Commodore  Merviue,  ap- 
I)ointeil  to  command  the  Gulf  Blocka^ling  Scguadron,  from  entering 
upon  the  special  duty  assigneil  him,  ami  you  will,  if  you  have  not 
already  done  so,  institute  a  rigid  blockade  of  Pensacola  and  its  vicinity, 
in  pursuance  of  the  proclamation*  of  the  President,  a  copy  of  wliich  ia 
herewith  transmitted. 

You  will  allow  no  vessel  ingress.  After  giving  notice  that  an  effect- 
ive blockade  has  c<immenced  you  will  allow  tifteen  days  only  for  the 
egress  of  neutrals  with  or  without  cargo. 

You  will  warn  off'  all  neutral  vessels,  but  will  capture  none  unless 
notice  has  been  duly  entered  on  the  mustc^r  roll  that  the  vessel  seized 
had  been  already  warned  of  the  blockade,  with  the  time  and  latitude  in 
which  notit'e  was  given.  This  does  not,  however,  apply  to  vessels  hav- 
ing on  board  public  enemies,  ai-nis,  munitions,  or  articles  contraband 
of  war.  Privateers  or  vessels  sailing  under  any  assumetl  flag  not 
known  to  and  recognized  by  the  world,  or  of  a  State  or  combination  of 
States  in  insurrection  witli  or  making  war  on  the  United  States,  you 
will  seize  and  «^pture. 

On  all  occasions  you  will  afl'ord  protection  to  tho.se  who  seek  shelter 
under  the  American  flag,  and  guard  the  persons  and  projierty  of  loyal 
and  patriotic  citizens  who  invito  your  aid. 

Information  has  been  received  of  large  shipments  of  arms  in  England 
and  Belgium  lor  New  Orleans  and  Mobile.  A  copy  of  a  letter  on  the 
subject  is  herewith  transmitted.  You  will  be  vigilant  to  detect  and 
capture  ail  such  vessels.  It  is  the  object  of  the  Government  to  make 
the  blockade  rigid  ami  to  admit  of  no  importations  of  any  kind  what- 
ever, nor  e.\port3  after  notice  of  the  blockade  has  been  given  for  fifteen 
days, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  seivant, 

Gideon  "Welles. 

Commander  CHAnLES  H.  Poor, 

Commiinding  U.  8.  8,  Brooklyn,  or 

The  Senior  Comdu.  Officer  Present  off  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 
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A'otice  of  blocloflf  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  May  13,  1S61. 

Baport  of  Captain  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Fensacola,  tranimitting  eorre- 
spondenee  with  General  Bragg,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Confederate  troops  neat  Pensaoola, 
ngsrding  bloekade. 

U.  S.  Feigate  Sabine. 

OXY  I'ensacola,  May  3<),  1861. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  copies,  marked  1,  li,  and  3,  of  a  correspoudeuce  between 
General  Braffg  and  myself.    I  made  no  reply  to  his  last  comuiauication. 
Very  resijectfiilly,  your  oliedient  stTvaiit, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  iSenior  Officer  Frenent. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  jV'«ry,  Washington. 

[Enclosare  No.  1.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  rcmamla.  May  13,  1861. 
Sir:  I  wisli  to  cominunicato  pul)Iic  notit'e  tlirouKli  you  to  all  whom 
it  may  coui;ern  in  Peusacola  that  the  poit  i.s  now  struitly  blockaded  by 
a  portion  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  under  my  command.  No 
coa.stiug  vessel  will  be  permitted  to  enter  or  depart.  Foreign  vessels 
will  be  allowed  two  weeks  from  this  date  to  settle  their  accounts  and 
sail.  After  the  expiration  of  that  time  they  will  be  detained  if  they 
attempt  to  leave  the  harbor,  and  dealt  with  according  to  the  laws 
ajjainst  violating  blockades. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  AnAMS, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding  Troops  of  Confederate  States  near  Pensaeola. 

[KoolosiueNo.  J.) 

Headqxjarters  Troops  of  Confederate  States, 

Nmr  Penmcolii,  FUu,  May  13,  1801. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  this  date,  giving  public  notice  of  the 
blwkade  of  this  |K»rt  of  Peusacola,  is  received. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Uragg, 
Brigadier- General,  Vommanding. 
Captain  H.  A.  ADAMS, 

Senior  Officer  U,  S.  Navy  off  Pensacola, 

[EneloanreKo.  S.] 

Headquahtehs  Troops  op  CoNPERbrate  States, 

Near  Penxncola,  Fla.,  May  11,  1801. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  announcing  to  me  an 
jK-t  of  aggressive  war  on  the  part  of  your  (Jovernment  by  the  blockade 
of  this  port,  I  accept  as  such,  and  consider  it  a  virtual  acknowledgment 
of  our  national  existence  aiul  independence. 

You  will  please  consider  the  harbor  as  closed  against  all  boats  and 
ves-sels  of  the  United  States,  as  1  shall  jiermit  none  to  enter  except 
your  dispati'li  boat  under  a  white  flag. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
Captain  H.  A.  Adams, 

Senior  U,  S.  Naval  Officer  off  Pensacola. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Craven,  U.  8.  Kavy,  coinmanding  F.  /»'.  8.  Crusader, 

of  the  seizure  and  detention  by  that  vessel  of  the  yacht  Wanderer,  and 

advising  purchase  or  charter  of  same, 

U.  S.  S.  Crusadee, 

Key  M^est,  May  14, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  Imnor  to  report  to  you  that  the  notorious  yacht 
Wanderer  iurived  in  this  port  Aprii  5  from  Havariii.  Her  papers  are 
goo«l,  though  with  some  irregularities,  and  on  consulting  with  the  U.S. 
•listrict  attorney  1  aiu  satisfied  that  no  libel  can  be  sustaiued  against 
the  vessel. 

The  course  of  my  investigation  has  brought  to  light  the  fact  that  this 
schooner  is  to  be  sold  to  certaiu  jiaities  in  New  Orleans  at  a  high  price, 
to  be  fitted  ont  as  a  i>rivateer.  I  have  therefore  detained  her  as  a 
vessel  which  can  be  used  for  no  valuable  purpose  except  as  a  cruiser  or 
dispatch  vessel.  As  a  privateer  she  would  be  most  formidable,  as  you 
may  i)erceivetrom  her  dimensions,  as  follows:  Length,  KKi  feet;  breadth, 
25i  feet;  depth.  i)A  feet;  burden,  231  tons.  She  was  built  iu  1857,  has 
the  reputation  of  being  a  remarkably  fast  sailer,  and  is  ready  for  sea. 

Armed  with  one  long  24-pounder,  and  with  a  crew  of  25  men,  this 
vessel  may  be  disastrously  destructive  to  our  shipping  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  there  was  a  generiil  feeling  of  relief  expressed  among  ship- 
masters in  Havana  when  it  was  learned  that  1  had  seized  the  ff'rt»irf<rer. 

I  submit  to  you,  sir,  this  case.  While  aware  that  1  have  no  legal 
grounds  for  detaining  the  vessel,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  i>ermitting 
her  to  escape  to  the  rebels,  and  the  only  way  in  which  that  result  can 
be  i>re vented  is  by  the  U.  S.  Government  becoming  i>urchaser8  or 
charterers. 

She  can  be  bought  for  $15,000,  and  without  expense  or  alteration  can 
be  fitted  out  as  a  dispatch  vessel  or  as  a  serviceable  liglit  cruiser. 

You  have  probably  learned,  sir,  that  vessels  of  the  United  8tates  are 
being  translernd  to  the  linglish  flag  in  the  port  of  Havana  by  a  sim- 
ple and  expeditious  jjrocess  which  enables  vessels,  however  strongly 
suspected,  to  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  U.  S.  consul-general. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

T.  AuGs.  Craven, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welleb, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Captain  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pen- 
sacola,  to  Colonel  Jiroicn,  U.  S.  Army,  commaiuling  Department  of 
Florida,  regarding  blockade  of  Pensacola. 

U.  8.  Frigate  Sahine. 

Off  Pensacola,  May  14,  ISGl. 
Colonel:  Yesterday  I  gave  General  Bragg  official  notice  of  the 
blo<:kade  of  Pensacola  Harbor,  in  order  that  the  foreign  ships  lying 
there  might  be  made  fully  aware  of  it.     I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication* from  him  iu  reply,  which  I  have  just  received. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Colonel  U.  Brown, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida,  Fort  Pickens. 
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Order  of  the  ^Secretary  of  the  Xan/  to  vommaniltint  nary  yard,  New  YorJc, 
regarding  V.  S,  S.  Mount  )V»-mo»i. 

Navy  Dei>artment,  May  U,  1861. 
Send  the  Mount  Vernon  as  requested,  after  wliicL  sbe  will  join  the 
Gulf  S(]uadrou ;  Commauder  Walke  not  to  be  seut  out  in  the  chartered 
steamers. 

GiDEuN  Welles. 
Captaiu  Breesb, 

If  etc  York  If^avy  Yard, 


(Telagrun.] 

New  York,  May  15,  ISfil. 
3fownf  F(er«/)»  not  coppered ;  could  not  remain  in  Gulf.     Should  she 
not  return  to  the  ('hesapeakt^  inateiul?    She  will  be  ready  to-morrow 
aft«ruooit,  C'onjuiaiider  Glissuu  in  charge. 

SAML.   L,    liREESE. 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Tolegrun.] 

Washington,  May  15,  \18()1]. 
Mount  Vrrnon  was  reported  as  coppered.     If  you  i-au  furnish  the  con- 
voy send  the  Mount  Vernon  into  the  Chesapeake. 

G.   WELLE.S, 

Per  G.  V.  F[oxJ. 
Captain  Bkeese, 

yew  YorJc  Navy  Yard. 

Send  a  list  of  vessels  not  coppered.    Answer. 


[TelegTam.] 

BROOKI.YN,  [May]  15,  1861. 
TelefjTJini  just  received;  no  convoy  can  be  furnished  for  some  days. 
Transports  fan  not  wait.     Will  order  Mount  Vernun  t(»  convoy  |to|  the 
Gulf  and  n'ttun  immediately  to  OhesaiMjake,  if  desirable.    Flotdla  will 
sail  tomorrow. 

Samuel  L.  Beeese. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Instructions  from  the  commtiniliuii  ntiri/  yard,  Xeip  York,  to  the  ma-iitero/ 
the  projH'lhr  J'lirkerisburg,  rtyardiny  tnnisitortation  and  distribution \ 
of  stores. 

U.  S.  Natal  Station, 
Brool-yn,  [N.  Y.\  May  15,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  proeeed  to  Key  West  under  convoy  of  the  propeller 
Mount  IVv/joH,  ComnKiiHJer  Glisson,  and  eonimuuicate  with  the  senior 
naval  oflicer  of  the  United  States  at  that  port.    If  deemed  advisable 
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by  liiin  yon  will  deliver  i\  part  of  your  cargo  to  any  naval  vessel  there 
and  land  a  jmrtion  of  the  live  stock,  placing  it  in  charge  of  such  per- 
son as  he  niay  direct,  the  same  to  bo  kept  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Stat«8  Gulf  Squaclron.  In  the  absence  of  United  States  vessels  you 
will  act  under  direction  of  Cfimmander  Glisson,  commanding  the  Mount 
Vernon.  With  as  little  delay  as  possible  you  will  then  i)roceed  to  the 
vicinity  of  Pensacola  and  distribute  the  whole  or  such  part  of  the 
remainder  of  your  cargo  as  the  senior  oflicer  ])resent  shall  direct.  Yon 
will  then  return  to  New  York,  touching  at  Key  West  and  landing  the 
reniainiler  of  ycmr  cargo,  if  any,  placing  the  same  in  charge  of  the 
U.  S.  naval  storekeeper,  or  such  other  person  as  the  senior  naval  oflicer 
shall  direct. 

On  your-  return  to  New  York  you  will  bring  such  passengers,  mails, 
and  cargo  as  may  be  placed  on  board  by  direction  of  the  seulor  naval 
oiWcer  near  I'ensacola  or  at  Key  West. 
BespectfuDy,  yours,  etc., 

Saml.  h.  Breese, 

Gommantlant. 

Master  op  the  Pkopellbb  Parkkbsburg, 

Ifew  York. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Nexc  York,  regarding  employment  of 
chartered  steamer  Mount  Vernoti  on  convoy  duty. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  May  16,  18(!1. 

SiE:  In  reference  to  the  Department's  telegram  of  ^esterdaj',  I  have 
no  recollection  of  having  reportcil  the  Mount  Vetnon  as  coi)i)ered.  I 
have  no  apprehension  that  she  will  wufler  any  injury  if  she  is  not  in  the 
Ciulf  some  time.  I  therefore  telegraphed  you  yesterday  that  in  view  of 
the  urgent  necessity  of  the  army  stores,  with  workmen  for  the  fort-s,  as 
well  as  the  fresh  provisions  collected  here  by  Mr.  Bridge  for  the  Gulf 
Sipiadrou,  I  would  send  the  Mount  Veriwn  to  convoy  the  two  st-eamera 
and  two  sail  vessels  to  that  station,  with  orders  t<)  her  commander,  unle.H8 
otherwise  directe<l  by  his  superior  oflicer  in  the  Gulf,  to  return,  after 
seeing  his  convoy  safe,  to  the  Chesapeake,  and  on  his  way  to  keep  a 
diligent  lookout  tor  enemy's  vessels,  etc. 

I  hope  before  she  actually  leaves,  which  will  probably  be  at  3  p.  m. 
this  day,  that  I  may  have  a  telegraphic  reply  to  mine  of  last  evening 
on  the  subject.  I  send  the  Department  another  list  of  the  chartered 
vessels,  which  I  think  is  in  eft'ect  identical  with  the  others  heretofore 
sent.  The  necessity  for  these  stores  going  forward  without  delay,  and 
being  convoyed,  seems  to  me  so  urgent  that  I  will  hope  the  departure 
from  the  Department's  order  by  telegraph  of  the  loth,  to  send  the 
Mount  Vernon  to  the  Chesapeake  at  once,  will  not  be  disapproved  of 
by  yon. 

Very  resi)ectfnlly,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

Samuel  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welle.«i, 

Hecretary  of  the  Xary,  Washington,  D.  G. 

.'{  o'clock  p.  m. — Department's  telegram  received.  Commander  Glis- 
son, after  seeing  his  convoy  safe,  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Chesapeake. 

S.  L,B. 
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Further  report  of  commanilant  nary  ynrd  New  York,  regarding  chartered 
steamer  Mount  Vernon. 

Navy  Yarb,  New  Yoek,  May  16, 1861. 
Sin:  I  have  to  report  th.it  the  chartered  steamer  Mount  Vernon, 
under  command  of  Couimaiider  Glisson,  left  the  yard  at  4  o'clock  this 
afternoon  for  the  Gulf,  with  onlers,  after  con  voyinff  transiwrts,  to  return 
as  fur  aa  the  Chesapeake  and  there  report  to  the  eomniandinp:  naval 
officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commanders  Smith  and  Alden, 
V.  8.  Navy,  eommaniiing  respevtirely  the  ['.  S.  steamers  Massachusetts 
and  South  Carolina,  to  2)roceed  to  duly  in  the  Gulf  of  Mejci&i. 

Navy  Department,  May  10, 1861. 

Sir  :  When  thf  steamer  MasstirhtiJietts,  niidei-  your  comniaiid,  is  iii  all 
respects  jirepared  for  sea,  you  will  jirDceed  with  her,  with  all  |)ractica- 
ble  dispatch,  to  theGulf  of  Mexico.  On  the  way  you  will  toucli  at  Key 
West  and  proceed  tlience  to  Fort  Pickens,  for  the  purpose  of  landing 
the  nninitions  to  be  sent  out  iu  the  Mnjisachutietts. 

Until  the  arrival  of  Mafj-Otticer  Mervine  in  the  Mississippi  yon  will 
be  governed  by  the  instructions  of  the  senior  commanding  otliccr  iu  the 
Gulf,  to  whom  you  will  rejiort.  The  coinuiaudant  of  the  navy  yaid  at 
Boston  will  furnish  yuu  with  a  copy  <if  iLe  iusti'uctious  relative  to  the 
seizure  of  i)rivateers,  etc.,  which  the  l>epartnieQt  has  directed  hi ui  to 
give  to  each  vessel  sailing  from  the  yard. 

Before  sailing  you  will  transmit  to  the  Department  a  mnster  roll  of 
the  iMassacbusetlK,  and  a  seiJarate  list  of  her  othcers. 

fl  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
Gibbon  Welles. 
Commander  Melanoton  Smith, 
Comtnatiilinf/  U.  S.  S.  Massackusetts,  Boston. 
Commander  James  Alden, 
Commanding  U.  S.  8.  South  Carolina,  Boston. 
Recc 


Recommendations  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department  hy  Captain  Meigs, 
U.  8.  Army,  regarding  defense  of  Fort  Pickens. 


WAsuracxTON,  May  w,  isar. 
The  proper  disposition  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Pickens,  in  my  opin 
ion,  is  to  eucamir  it  ujwu  the  island  of  Santa  Koaa  at  .smne  point  within 
communication  of  the  fort,  and  yet  out  of  the  reach  of  shot  and  shell 
from  the  rebel  batteries;  the  fort  itself  to  be  occupied  by  such  a  guard  as 
will  suffice  to  work  its  guus  and  make  it  secure  against  surprise  by  any 
small  party  coming  in  boats.  At  uight  a  stronger  guard  will  be  neces- 
sary than  by  day. 


The  guard  boats  of  the  Bqaadron  should  row  inside  the  harbor  and 
prevent  any  sueli  boat  exiiedition  reatihing  Santa  KoSiV  uncliallenged. 

The  island,  beiiij;  narrow  and  covered  with  sand  ridges  parallel  to  the 
coast,  may  require  some  work  of  the  sappers  to  lay  it  entirely  open  to 
the  Are  of  steamers  anchored  or  uruising  along  the  outer  beach.  This 
should  be  <lone. 

With  proper  naval  force  and  proper  vigilance  I  consider  that  no  con- 
siderable force  can  land,  or,  if  lauded,  remain  long  enough  up<jn  the 
island  to  seriously  endanger  or  injure  the  camp  or  guard.  But  the 
enemy,  being  strong,  well  provided  with  boats,  scows,  tugs,  and  other 
means  of  transporting  tr(M)ps,  may  eifect  a  lauding  at  any  time  when 
the  fleet  is  driven  off'  by  stress  of  weather  or  removed  for  any  block- 
ading or  crnising  duty.  There  should  be  at  no  instant  less  tlian  two 
powerful  steamships  with  heavy  batteries  in  posititin  to  command  the 
island  and  protect  the  communication  between  fort  and  camp.  A  teu- 
der,  a  smaller  steamer  for  messages,  for  boai-ding  vessels,  and  keeping 
up  the  blockade  should  always  be  off  the  harbor. 

Steamers  should  take  coal  from  storeships  at  anchor  alongside,  and 
should  not  be  compelled  to  leave  their  posts  to  get  coal  or  supplies 
from  Key  West  or  the  better  depot,  Tortugas. 

Whenever  lire  is  opened  by  the  rebels  the  fleet  should  attempt  to 
destroy  the  enemy's  guard  boats,  steamers,  etc. 

Attempts  to  enter  the  liarbor  under  tlie  lij  e  of  the  numerous  batteries 
of  heavy  guns  established  on  the  mainland  would,  in  my  opiuion,  be 
wasteful  of  life  and  of  force.  The  ships  could  only  by  extraordinary  for- 
tune escape  destruction.  The  loss  of  a  ship  in  such  an  attempt  would 
give  great  encouragement  to  the  rebel  party.  As  they  are  undis- 
ciplined and  probably  not  very  watchful,  I  think  that  the  time  may 
come  when  sorties  or  cutting-out  eicpeditious  may  be  practicable  with 
good  eflect. 

It  is  possible  that  a  determined  leader  might  spike  tlie  guns  in  some 
of  the  batteries,  cut  out  or  destroy  the  steamers  and  guard  boats,  etc. 

The  narrow  i)art  of  tlie  island  recoiinoitered  by  Captain  I'oi  ter  and 
Captain  Meigs  should  be  cut  through.  If  tlie  opening  is  made  at  a 
favorable  moment,  when  the  water  is  higlier  on  one  side  of  the  island 
than  the  other,  the  current  will  imtloubtedly  make  a  boat  channel  in 
a  sliort  time,  and  it  natural  causes  conspire  this  may  become  a  navi- 
gable inlet  and  turn  alt  the  hostile  fortitications. 

During  the  summer  there  will  be  no  dithculty  in  keeping  the  ships  in 
position,  and  1  take  it  for  granted  that  by  the  time  the  weather  grows 
cold  anti  stormy  the  Government  will  be  prepared  to  advance  firom  this 
position  and  reoccupy  Peusacola. 

For  the  present  the  l,0(Mt  men  on  Santa  Rosa  keeping  10,000  idle  on 
the  mainland  are  doing  most  useful  and  eflective  service  in  the  cause  of 
the  country  and  inflicting  great  damage  and  expense  upon  the  rebels. 
There  should  be  such  activity  as  to  keep  them  iu  constant  fear  and 
prevent  their  sending  to  parts  where  subsistence  is  cheai)er  the  men 
now  at  Peusacola. 

By  treating  Fort  Pickens  as  a  mere  battery,  firing  only  at  intervals 
with  great  deliberation  and  accuracy,  placing  the  guard  safely  iu  case- 
mates, keeping  sentinels,  and  the  men  to  man  only  a  few  guns  exposed, 
there  can  be  but  little  loss  of  life,  and  the  Southern  States  not  i)ro- 
ducing  saltpeter,  thoroughly  blockaded,  will  And  the  amusement  of 
borning  gunpowder  both  expensive  and  weakening. 


In  conclusion,  the  true  policy  appears  to  me  to  be  to  keep  a  strong 
naval  force  <tfl"  this  inipoitant  b:irbor,  to  keep  the  rebels  on  the  alert  by 
threatening  surties  and  cutting-out  expeditions,  but  to  avoid  any 
attempt  to  enter  the  harbor  or  engage  the  batteries  likely  to  lead  to 
blfKidshetl  or  disaster. 

The  officers  of  the  garrison,  the  commander  of  the  military  depart>- 
meiit,  Colonel  Brown,  should  be  consulted  and  aided  in  every  possible 
way. 

Oi  the  number  of  vessels  to  be  present  I  am  not  competent  to  speak. 
1  think  two  powerful  vessels  should  always  be  in  position  to  fire  on  the 
island  at  any  moment;  that  every  hustile  guard  boat  coming  withiu 
range  shouki  be  treated  to  a  shell ;  that  one  light  steamer  and  the 
Oriental,  armed  pilot  boat,  wouhl  make  the  blockade  eflfectual  by 
anchoring  off  the  bar  or  cruising  there. 

The  meat  and  fresh-provision  boat,  of  course,  should  run  constantly 
to  Key  West,  and  perhaps  to  Havana.  Fresh  beef,  vegetables,  and 
provisions  generally  can  be  procin-ed  cheaply  and  in  abundance  on  the 
coast  of  Yucatan,  and  this  source  of  supply  should  l>e  resorted  to. 

Coal  vessels  shouhl  be  always  at  anchor  near  the  squadron. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department. 

M.  C.  Msios, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 


[Telegram.] 


Washington,  D,  O.  [May  16, 1861.] 
Send  man-of-war  or  surfboats  to  the  Gulf  Squadron  by  any  vessel 
going. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Breb.se, 

New  York  Navy  Yard.  > 


iReport  of  commandant  nary  yard,  N&ie  York,  reqarding  Beparimenfg 
order  in  the  matter  of  iiurfboat*  for  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Yaud,  New  York,  May  17, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  Department's  telegram  of  the  IGth  instant  to  send 
man-of-war  or  surfboats  to  the  Gulf  .S<iua<lron.  There  are  none  of  the 
latter  belonging  to  the  Government,  and  muie  but  launches  in  the  yard. 
Am  I  to  piurchase  them  for  the  (iovernment;  and  if  so,  how  manyt 
And  to  what  ix)iut  in  the  Gulf  and  to  whose  chiirge  am  I  to  send  themf 
1  have,  with  the  nav.al  constructor,  looked  at  some  surfboats  at  the 
builder's  in  the  city.  The  cost  for  such  is:  Those  of  26  feet,  $5  per 
fcMit;  for  those  of  less  length,  $4  per  foot.  May  I  exjiect  some  specific 
direction  on  the  subject? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  L.  Breesb, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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Ortler  of  Hie  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  eommandiiKj  officers  of  I'.  S. 
stvamerg  R.  R.  Cuyler,  MoHtffomcry,  and  Flog  to  proceed  to  blockade 
duty  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Navy  Departmen  t,  May  IT,  1801. 
Sir:  The  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler,  niider  your  toinmand,  is  to  form  a 
part  of  llic  (tiiir  Blockiiiliti^   .Siiuadioii,  of  wbich  Cai>tiiiii   Willijun 
Mervine  will  be  tlie  tlagottuer. 

As  soon,  therefore,  as  she  is  prepared  for  this  service  and  in  all 
resju'cts  rea<ly  for  sea,  you  will  jHoceed  with  her  with  all  practicable 
dispatch  to  the  (lulf,  ttmchiuf;  at  Kej'  West. 

At  Key  West  yoii  may  tiiid  Fla^  Ollicer  Mervine  or  instructions 
from  liini  for  your  further  movements,  or  it  is  possible  Captain  McKeau 
may  be  there  in  tlie  Xidt/ani,  to  whom  ynu  will  i-e)>ort  for  such  special 
duty  in  carryiiij;  out  the  blockade  of  ports  on  the  (lUlf  as  he  may 
assign  ytm.  In  the  absence  of  either  of  tiiese  ollicers  you  will  jn-oceed 
from  Key  West  to  Fort  Pickens,  and  report  to  the  senior  commanding 
otHcer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  that  vicinity  for  the  purjtose  hereinbefore 
indicated. 

The  commandant  at  New  York  will  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  in  relation  to  seizing  privateers,  etc.,  which  the  Depart- 
ment has  diiecteit  him  to  give  to  the  commanding  ollicer  of  each  vessel 
sailing  from  the  navy  yard. 

Before  yfuir  departure  you  will  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster 
roll  of  the  li.  R.  Cuyler,  and  a  separate  list  of  her  ofllicers. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  F.  B.  Ellison,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  R.  R.  Cuyler,  Neic  York. 
Commander  T.  D.  Shaw, 

Commnnding  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery,  New  York, 
Lieutenant  L.  C.  Sartori, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flag,*  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Naty,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola, 
of  preparations  for  expected  attack  on  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabinb, 

<tff  Pensacola,  May  M,  1S61. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Colonel  Brown  1  have  this  day  dispatched 
the  Wyandotte  to  Key  West  to  bring  down  troops.  Great  j)reparation8 
are  made  Un-  the  attack  on  Fort  Pickens,  and  it  is  expe<!tcd  almost 
hourly.  I  have,  atler  consultation  with  Colonel  Brown,  stationed  the 
ships  in  positions  where  they  may  render  him  the  most  etticient  aid  in 
bis  defeu.se. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obetlicut  servant, 

FI.  A.  AnAMR, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Order  of  Captain  Adams,  U.  «S'.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Petmacola, 
t4>  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  l'.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte, 
for  the  transportation  of  troops  from  Key  West  to  Penaacola. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pensavola,  May  20,  18r,l. 

8m :  Yon  will  proceed  with  the  Wyandotte  to  Key  West  and  receive 
on  board  sncli  troops  as  Major  Frem^h  may  designate  to  be  brout;lit  to 
tliis  place.  You  will  stop  at  Tortugas  either  {toing  or  eoniiug,  as  may 
be  most  eouvenient,  and  take  on  board  such  ordnance  stores  as  may  be 
put  on  board  by  the  coinnianding  othcer.  Should  you  pass  any  schoon- 
ers on  your  passage  bound  this  way  you  will  speak  them  and  asc-ertain 
if  they  are  cjirryiiig  ordnance  stores  to  Fort  Pickens,  in  which  case 
Captain  Vogdes,  who  takes  passage  with  you,  will  give  them  instruc- 
tions. Deliver  the  letter  bags  intruste<l  to  you  to  Captain  Craven  and 
ask  him  to  have  them  foi  warde*!  to  the  United  States  by  way  of  Havana 
or  the  earliest  direct  opportunity.  Hand  Captain  Craveu  the  money 
which  I  send  you  and  let  him  sign  the  accompanying  receipts.  Lose 
no  time  in  carrying  out  these  orders  and  return  here  with  all  j>088ible 
dispatch.  If  any  circumstance  should  disable  the  Wyandotte  so  as  to 
l>revent  her  from  returning,  you  will  remain  at  Key  West  and  say  to 
Captain  Craven  I  wish  him  to  carry  out  your  orders  with  the  Crvsuder, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present, 

"Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  S.  Baldwin, 

Commandiny  U.  8.  S.  WyandMte. 


i<jjor<  of  Captain  McKean,  U.  S.  Nary^  commandinf/  U.  S.  S.  Niagara, 
of  liariitif  blovhadvii  Cliarleston,  S.  Cforjirc  days,  and  of  his  arrival 
at  Havana,  Cuba,  en,  route  to  blockade  duty  in.  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

U.  S.  Steam  Feigate  Niagara, 

Harana,  May  31,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  at  7  p.  m.  on  the 
14th,  fof]  your  order*  of  the  4th  instant  (triplicate),  by  the  steamer 
lluntuviUe.  I  proceeded  immediately  iu  obedience  thereto,  accompanied 
by  the  llnntsriUe. 

I  regret  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  raise  the  blockade  of  Charles- 
ton, as  I  consider  that  that  port  and  Savannah  are  two  of  the  most 
imiioitant  points  upon  the  coast.  Hetwcen  the  evening  of  the  *.)th 
instant,  tlu'  time  of  my  arrival  otf  Charleston,  and  the  evening  of  the 
14th  seven  shijis  from  Liverpool,  English  and  American,  bound  to 
Charleston  and  Savannah,  were  boarded  and  warned  oflf  the  whole 
Southern  coast. 

1  learned  from  the  English  consul,  who  came  oif  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  ISth  instant  in  a  steamer  under  English  cidors  and  a  Hag  of  truce, 
that  seven  or  eight  other  ships  were  daily  expected  from  Liverpool. 
He  made  application  in  behalf  of  the  consignees  for  permission  for  the 
ca)itaiu8  of  these  vessels  to  land  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instruc- 
tions. This  I  refused,  but  consented  to  deliver  to  them  unsealed  let- 
ters of  iustructtoiis,  provided  they  contained  nothing  objectionable. 

•  See  p.  155. 


OPEKAT10N8   IN   THE   GULF   OF   MEXICO.  177 

Directed  by  your  order  of  the  2d  instant  to  allow  a  reaaouable  time 
for  ueutral  vessels  to  leave,  twenty  days  from  tlie  actual  couimenre- 
meut  of  tbe  blockade  were  allowed.  One  liigate  or  sloop  of  war  and 
two  small  steamers  are,  in  my  opinion,  requisite  for  an  ellicient  block- 
ade of  each  of  tbe  ports,  Charleston  and  Savannah.  I  received  infor- 
mation that  four  or  five  steamers  and  a  brig  were  being  fitted  out  in 
Charleston.  Two  of  the  steamers  are  said  to  be  tine  vessels  of  about 
1,100  tons  burden,  and  it  is  said  each  will  mount  six  gnns. 

Having  but  a  small  ([uautity  of  coal  and  water  on  board  I  deemed  it 
nec<?ssary  to  touch  here  for  a  siipjily,  it  being  uncertain  if  a  suflicient 
quantity  could  be  procured  at  Key  West.  I  directed  Commander 
Price,  however,  to  proceexl  to  that  phue  and  procure  a  supply  for  the 
Huntsville  if  it  could  be  had,  and  to  juin  me  h«ro  as  soon  as  possible, 
or,  in  the  event  of  my  having  left,  to  follow  me  to  Fort  Pickens  with- 
out delay;  and  I  sent  orders  by  him  to  Lieutenant  Couiuiandiug  Cra- 
ven to  proceed  to  the  Gulf  in  the  Crnnadfr. 

Wo  reached  Havana  at  noon  on  Sunday,  the  I'.Hh  instant,  and  we 
are  now  coaling  and  watering,  and  I  expect  to  leave  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  service  upon  which 
I  am  ordered,  and  assure  you,  sir,  there  shall  be  no  unnecessary  delay 
in  its  performance. 

I  beg  to  be  furnished  with  instructions  in  legard  to  the  search  of 
neutral  ves.-^els  ajiproaching  blockade*!  ports.  All  those  boarded  oil' 
Charleston  had  coal  or  salt  for  balla-st,  and  it  may  be  had  iirms  and 
munitions  of  war  concealed  underneath. 

I  earnestly  request  that  a  condenser  may  be  ordered  for  this  ship. 
She  carries  less  water  than  any  of  our  large  frigates,  and  it  is  very  try- 
ing to  both  oiricers  and  men  to  be  kept  on  short  allowance  in  a  hot 
climate.  On  the  passage  to  Japan  we  were  at  one  time  on  half  a  gallon 
per  day  for  all  jHuposes. 

The  Cinmtlcr  has  just  arrived  from  Key  West.  From  information 
derived  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven  and  from  Major  Hoberts, 
who  accompanied  him,  it  is  essential  that  an  armed  vessel  should  be 
kei)t  there,  and  I  have  thcrefoie  revoked  my  order  and  shall  leave  him 
to  act  under  the  instructions  from  tbe  Department  dated  in  March  last. 

1  learn  that  the  8lo<ip  HI.  Louix  is  at  Tortugas.  Unless  there  are 
strong  reasons  why  she  should  remain  there,  1  will  order  her  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

On  entering  this  harbor  two  vessels  were  discovered  with  secession 
flags  hoisted  at  the  main  and  Union  flags  about  18  inches  sciuare  at 
the  peak. 

Learning  from  the  consul  that  the  commanders  had  refused  to  haul 
down  the  secession  flags  when  ordered  by  him  to  do  so,  I  sent  an  officer 
on  b<iard  with  instructions  to  order  tliem  hauled  down,  and  if  not 
obeye<l  to  have  it  done  by  the  boat's  crew,  and  the  flags  delivered  to 
the  consul.  The  order  was  obeyed,  however,  and  the  flags  left  on 
board. 

1  think  it  essential  that  a  vessel  with  coal  should  be  kejtt  at  Fort 
Pickens.     If  onr  ships  arc  obliged  to  jiroceed  to  Key  West  or  to  this 
place  for  a  supply,  much  time  will  be  lost.     Lieutenant  Commanding 
Craven  states  that  there  is  but  a  small  aujjply  at  Key  West. 
I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean. 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecreUtry  of  the  Ntirtf,  Washington,  D,  0. 
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Report  of  Commander  Gihison,  U.  S.  Xarif.  commanding  U.  8.  ahip  St. 
Louis,  regarding  departure/or  I'ctuncola, 

U.  S.  Sloop  St.  Lons, 

Tortugas,  May  24,  JSHl. 

SiK:  In  obedience  to  tbe  order  rec-eived  from  yon  ye-<terday,  I  sball 
leave  this  plate  for  reusaeola  just  as  soon  as  it  is  ixissible  to  gel  the 
8hi[>  out. 

llespectfolly,  your  obedient  servaut, 

ALEXll  GiB>JON. 

Commander. 
Captain  William  W,  McKkak,  [U.  S.  Navy,) 

U.  S.  S.  Niagara,  off  Pennarola. 


Report  of  Commander  Gibson.  C  S.  Xari/,  commanding  U.  S.  ship   St. 
Louig,  regarding  nanitart/  condition  of  creir  of  that  rextieJ. 

XJ.  S.  Ship  St.  Lotns, 

Tortugan,  May  L>4,  ISCl. 

SiK:  This  ship  having  been  oi-dered  to  proceed  oft"  Fort  Pickens,  I 
feel  called  uiKjn  before  leaving  this  place  to  represent  to  you  tbe  present 
state  of  health  of  her  crew.  In  the  lirst  place  there  are  now  on  the 
sick  list  1.'4  men,  and  tbe  number  lias  been  increasing  daily,  G  having 
been  added  to  that  list  since  yesterday.  This,  with  a  deficiency  in  her 
crew  of  ll'  men,  makes  us  short  M  working  nie'n,  which,  out  of  a  com- 
plement of  134,  is  very  severely  felt  in  the  management  of  the  shiji. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  crew  as  represented  to  me  by  the  sur- 
geon (whose  report  has  been  made  to  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery) is  very  bad,  the  men  generally  being  enervated  by  their  long 
service  in  a  tropical  climate,  which  condition  renders  them  peculiarly 
sensitive  to  the  contraction  of  disease,  and  particularly  so  to  that  which 
is  at  present  i)revailiug,  namely,  dysentery. 

In  a  previous  letter  to  you,  sir,  from  Key  West,  I  made  known  that 
the  jieriod  for  which  two  of  the  crew  of  this  ship  had  entered  the 
service  had  e.\])ired.  1  have  now  to  report  that  there  are  two  more  to 
be  added  to  that  number;  the  next  month  will  increase  the  number  to 
nine,  and  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September  will  terminate 
the  service  of  all  the  old  crew  of  this  ship — that  is,  of  those  who  came 
out  in  her. 

Those  men  whose  terms  of  service  have  expired  have  made  frequent 
Hjiplic^tion  for  their  discharge,  and  show  no  disiKJsition  to  reenter  the 
ser\ice  until  (to  use  their  own  language)  they  have  had  "a  run  at 
home  to  bring  themselves  up  again.'"  This,  sir,  is  a  very  natural  feel- 
ing, based  u[)on  the  fact  that  they  have  beeu  cooi)ed  up  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  a  small  ship  for  nearly  twenty-nine  uumths.  I  have 
but  little  doubt  that  if  the  ship  was  ordered  home  and  an  opportunity 
afforded  this  crew  of  recuperating  or  recovering  their  wasted  energy , 
there  would  be  but  very  few  of  them  who  would  not  be  in  the  service 
again  in  a  very  short  time. 

I  have  made  this  representation  to  you,  sir,  from  a  sense  of  duty, 
and  should  have  sent  my  communication  through  the  commanding 
ofticer  of  the  scjuadron  if  I  had  been  within  reach  of  him;  but  such  not 
l)eing  the  case,  and  deeming  that  the  matter  herein  containetl  should 
reacii  the  Department  as  soon  as  possible,  I  have  concluded  to  send 
~^v  dispatch  by  the  first  opiwrtunity. 
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The  storesliij)  Siippltf  being  here,  bound  home,  and  this  snip  being 
bound  on  a  cruise,  I  have  considered  it  necessary  to  exchange  a  boat 
of  this  ship  lor  one  of  Iiers.  This  cxcliauge  was  in  contemplation 
before  these  vessels  left  Pensacola.  but  there  was  not  time  to  effect  it. 
Tlie  subject  was  mentioued  to  the  senior  ofllcer,  who  made  no  objection 
to  it. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servajit, 

Alkx.  Gibson, 
Gommaniler,  U,  «S'.  Xavy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wet-i.f,s, 

Secretary  of  the  .Vary. 


Report  of  Cotumnmler  Olisson,  U.  S,  ynrp,  commnnAing  U.  S.  8.  Mount 
Vtrnon,  regardiiiy  disabled  steamer  Parkersburg. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Veenon, 

Key  West,  May  Uri,  ISGl. 
Sib:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon  at 
this  port  with  the  <lisabled  stciimer  Parkersburg  in  tow. 

Thk^  Parkersburg  broke  iier  main  shaft  .M)  miles  north  of  Cape  Florida, 
a  heavy  sea  ruuuinjj  at  the  time.  She  was  taken  in  tow  as  soon  as 
l)raciicabte  and  brought  to  this  i)Iace,  a  distance  of  170  miles,  in  safety. 
It  will  require  one  day  to  overhaul  our  engine  before  leaving  to  tow 
the  Parkersburg  50(1  miles.  I  slnill  leave  fur  Pensacola  in  the  morning. 
I  have  ordered  the  steamer  {'hcstiiienke  (chartered  by  the  Army)  to 
remain  here  until  my  retuni  from  Pensacola  for  the  puri>ose  of  t<.>wing 
the  Parkersburg  to  New  York,  both  vessels  being  the  property  of  the 
same  tirui,  and  the  st-eamer  Moutil  Vernon  having  been  ordered  to 
Ilamiitoii  Kuads.  I  hoi)e  that  the  Department  will  approve  of  this 
order. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O,  S.  Glisson, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy, 
nou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 


Report  of  Captain  Adams,  U.  S.  ^ney,  commanding  U,  S,  ship  Sabine, 
regarding  instructions  to  i^essels, 

U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pensacola,  May  2f!,  1861. 
Sm:  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  instructions"  given  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  St.    Louis,   Mohaick,   and    Wyandotte.    Those  to  the 
Mohau-k,  you  will  observe,  are  dated  the  10th  instant,  three  days  before 
the  notification  of  bhickade  was  sent  to  General  Uragg. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adahs, 
[Captetin,  U.  8.  Navy.] 
Captain  W.  W.  McKean,  fU.  8.  Navy,] 

Senior  O^cer  Present,  U.  8.  S,  Niagara. 

•  So6  pp.  145, 163, 176. 
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Lttttr  from  Captain  Adams,  V.  <S'.  y<tvp,  commanding  U.  S.  Hhip  Sabiiu:, 
to  Captain  MvKeun,  U,  S.  y a ty,  senior  o^iccr  prcMut,  regarding  notice 
of  blochadv. 

U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine,  , 

Off  I'lnsacola,  May  36,  1861. 

Mv  Deak  Mf'KEAN:  My  iiotidcatiou  of  blockiule  lo  General  Bragg 
was  dated  May  Ki,  and  allowed  two  weeks  from  tbat  date  for  foreign 
vessels  to  leave.     I  liave  siiu'e  beard,  though  not  ollieially,  that  tLe 
Government  allowed  flfteen  days,  and  intended  to  do  so,  too. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
[Ca2)tain,  U.  S.  Navy,\ 

Captain  William  W,  MoKean,  [U.  8.  Navy,] 

r^.  8.  S.  Niagara,  [Senior  Officer  Present.] 

As  tlie  notice  could  not  resieh  the  ships  at  Pensacola  on  the  13th,  I 
did  not  intend  to  include  that  dav  in  the  time  allowed. 


lA'tivrfrom  Captain  MrKean,  U.  8.  Nary,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensa- 
cola, to  Colonel  Brown,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Flor- 
ida, regarding  vessels  re^juired  for  the  protection  of  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  S.  Steaji  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off  Pensacola,  May  3(1,  1861. 
Sir:  The  steamer  ITuntariUe  arrived  this  morning.  She  is  a  fine 
vessel,  mounting  one  <s  inch  gun  on  a  pivot  and  two ^L'pounder  carriage 
guns,  and  has  suflieient  power  to  tow  a  vessel  of  the  largest  size.  I 
have  ordered  theslnoi)  .S7.  Louisharv,  and  she  may  be  looked  for  hourly. 
Do  you  not  think  that  the  Sabine  and  thosi;  vessels  will  be  a  sufficient 
force  to  prevent  a  landing  of  the  rebels  on  the  island !  I  am  of  opinion 
that  it  will,  and  as  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  tlic  port  of  Mobile 
should  be  blockaded  before  the  arms  are  received,  I  am  very  anxious 
to  proceed  to  that  point.  In  thi-  event  of  n  tlirealcned  attack  the 
Moltairl-  could  be  dis))atclie<l  for  me,  and  as  the  distance  is  short  I 
could  reacli  here  in  a  few  hours.  I'lease  let  me  hear  from  you  by  the 
bearer. 

1  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
Captain,  L',  S.  Naey. 
Colonel  Harvey  Bro^vn,  U.  8.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola, 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  U,  8,  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  McKean,  V.  8,  Nary,  senior  officer  present  off  Pen- 
sacola, regarding  protection  of  Fort  Pickens. 

nEADQl'ARTER.S   DEPARTMENT   OP   FLORIDA, 

Fort  Pickens,  May  37,  IMl. 
Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  L'fith  instant.  Although  the 
two  sailing  ves-sels  you  propose  leaving  will  give  a  very  inadequate 
support  on  account  of  the  difflcully  of  moving  them,  their  iniibility  to 
lie  close  to  the  shore,  and  their  projectiles  being  princijially  solid  shut, 
yet,  appreciating  the  importance  of  blockading  Mobile  and  capturiug 
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the  vessel,  I  will  iuterpose  no  lurtber  objections  to  the  departure  of  the 
\\agara  after  tlic  arrival  of  the  8t.  Louin,  provided  the  Mohairk  is  per- 
mitted to  lonliuiie  to  ^iiard  the  north  pass,  which  1  consider  of  };reat 
importance,  and  that  the  Wi/andottv  and  Water  Witch  continue  here 
with  the  Huntxi'Ule  to  enforce  the  blockade  and  protect  the  island. 

1  aiijain  respectfully  request  that  you  will  order  Captain  PDrter 
immediately  to  return  to  me  the  small  schooner  which  I  lent  him  espc- 
lialiy  to  assist  him  here,  and  which  in  so  extiaordinary  a  manner  be 
took  away  without  my  knowledge  or  consent. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respeclftUly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Habvev  Bkown, 

Colonel,  CummatuUng. 
OaptJiin  W.  W.  McKean, 

Conunandiny  Xaral  Forcen  off  Pemacola. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  yonrcDmiiiriniiiitiou  bos  been  handwl  tome.  I  will 
leave  tlie.l/«/iai(fc  ami  /r««/«it//(:here,  ;in(t  will,  in  eiiiii|iliancu  with  your  request,  (Ui'ect 
I.it>iit«naut  ComniaiiiliuK  Porter  to  urder  tbesrlumiiti'  imiiieili;itL-Iy  back.  The  Pow- 
hatan is  oK  Mobile,  bnt  it  is  very  iiii|iortiiiit  that  sIk'  ^houlil  proreeil  to  the  Misniti- 
Kippi  a.s  MooQ  im  pofwiltto,  for  it  will  require  three  vessel*  to  blo<'Kado  that  river.  She 
had  but  one  weeK'b  water  when  ^ho  left,  aud<  uu  notobt«ia  a  Bupjily  uutil&he  reaches 
the  Missisxippi. 

(A  tine  copy  of  a  postscript  in  a  letter  from  Captain  McKean  to  me, 
the  letter  being  on  another  subject.) 

Habvey  Beown, 

Colonel,  Cotumandin{i. 


Hej)ort  of  Cnptain  McKean,  U.  S.  Xari/,  senior  offker  present  off  Pensa- 

cola,  regarding  affairs  in  relation  to  the  defense  of  Fort  Pickens  atid 

the  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off  Pensacola,  May  27, 1801. 

SlB:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  my  arrival  at  this  phice  on  the 
morning  of  the  2."»tli  itistaut. 

Learninj;  at  Havana  that  the  St.  Louis  was  at  the  Tortuf^as,  1  sent 
the  Hinttsrille  there  with  an  order  to  Commander  Gibson  to  jnoceed 
t<i  this  place  without  delay.  He  has  not  yet  arrived.  Immediately  on 
my  arrival  I  issued  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the  Brooklyn  and  the 
Potchatau  to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  intending  to  pro- 
ceed myself  in  this  shii*  the  same  evening  to  Mobile.  I  was  obliged, 
however,  to  change  my  purpose  in  consequence  of  a  communication 
from  Colonel  Brown  (copy  enelosetl,  marke<l  A;  also  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication addressed  to  him  by  Z,  B,  Tower,  major  of  engineers, 
marked  B).  On  the  receipt  of  this  1  had  an  interview  with  him.  He 
said  most  decidetlly  that  he  c<msi<lered  the  presence  of  this  shiji,  or  of 
some  other  large  steamer,  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  fort;  tlnit  it 
would  not  be  in  his  power  to  defend  it  should  the  rebels  succeed  in 
landing  on  the  island  of  Santa  Kosa  and  in  erecting  batteries  in  his 
rear,  and  that  this  could  be  prevented  by  ships  only.  He  stated  also 
that  he  was  in  hourly  expectation  of  an  attack;  that  the  enemy  had  a 
force  on  shore  of  from  8,000  to  10,000  men,  and  at  least  100  guns  in 
battery, 

I  differ  with  him  in  opinion  a*)  to  the  necessity  of  a  large  steamer  in 
rendering  the  required  aid.  I  eonsidei'  the  Sabine,  with  a  small  steamer 
to  tx>w  her,  if  necessary,  into  a  required  |)03itLou,  sufficient  to  prevent  a 
landing  on  the  island. 
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Knowing,  however,  the  importance  attached  to  this  ]>oiut  by  the 
GovernuK'nt,  I  ilid  not  think  it  proper  to  leave,  and  therefore  directed 
Commander  Poor  to  station  the  roirlmtan  at  Mobile,  and  to  proceed  in 
the  lirimldyn  to  the  Mississii))!!.  ()u  the  aiTival  of  the  tSY.  Louis  I  shall 
send  her  and  the  Ihiuturillc  to  M<)bile  to  relievo  the  Potchatan  and 
allow  her  to  i)roceed  to  the  station  tirst  assigned  to  her.  I  do  not  eon- 
sider  the  Hiinfiirilli-  of  snflicient  force,  or  1  would  send  her  at  ome  to 
relieve  the  J'oirhutaii  otf  Mobile. 

The  Wj/nnd'itiewas  dispatched  by  f'aptain  Adams  on  the  20fch  instant 
to  Key  "West  for  the  mail  and  to  bring  troo))8  from  that  place  ordered 
here  by  Colonel  Brown.  As  soon  as  she  arrives  I  will  disjiatch  her  or 
the  Afohawk  (now  blockading  the  entrance  to  PensacoJa  Uarbor  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  island  of  .Santa  Kosa),  if  either  can  be  spared,  to 
blockade  Apalacliicola,  which  I  regard  as  an  important  point. 

All  the  steamers  are  short  of  coal.  The  limohlyn  and  I'owhaUin  had 
but  a  week's  snijjily  when  they  left.  I  therefore  send  by  the  steamer 
Wnttr  WiUh  instructions  to  Lieutenant  <'oHimauding  Craven  at  Key 
West  to  charter  a  vessel  and  send  a  supply  to  those  ships.  In  the 
event  of  his  n(»t  lias'ing  it  iu  his  jiower  t<)  do  this,  I  have  written  to  Mr. 
8hufeldt,  our  consul  geneial  at  Havana,  to  ]>urchase  a  cargo  tliere,  and 
to  dispatch  it  witiiout  delay.  Sliould  convoy  be  required,  I  have 
directed  Lieutenant  Coininanding  Konckendorft"  to  attord  it,  and  to 
take  the  vessel  in  tow  when  this  can  be  done  advantageously.  After 
this  service  he  is  to  return  to  this  place. 

It  is  essential  that  a  vessel  with  coal  should  be  kejit  liere.  Coal  must 
be  kej)t  afloat,  as  it  can  not  be  landed  excejit  at  a  very  heavy  expense 
ami  at  great  risk,  owing  to  the  lieavy  surf  on  tlie  beach. 

Two  vessels  are  not  sullicient  for  the  blockade  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  I  will  send  another  as  soon  as  (u-acticable.  1  atn 
desirous  of  blockading  Mobile  in  this  ship,  as  the  distance  from  this 
place  is  short,  and  in  the  event  of  an  attack  on  Fort  IMckens  a  small 
steamer  might  be  sent  for  me  and  1  reach  here  in  a  few  hours. 

Water  can  not  be  procured  at  this  place,  and  several  of  the  vessels 
are  eh<«-t  iu  their  sup|)ly  (if  it.  The  Brooklyn  is  the  only  vessel  that 
has  a  condenser.    No  steamer  shcmld  be  sent  here  without  one. 

There  area  riiunberof  ports  on  the  tJulf  which  it  is  important  should 
be  blockaded  by  light  steamers — Apalachicfda,  Charlotte  Harbor,  and 
Tamjja,  in  Florida,  and  IJerwick  Bay,  to  the  westward  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, from  which  jdace  I  learn  there  is  a  railroad  to  New  Orleans.  A 
small  vessel  could  also  be  employed  to  advantage  off  Ship  Island,  a 
short  distance  to  the  westward  of  Mobile. 

Previous  to  leaving  New  York  a  reipiisition  for  )?20,00()  for  the  use  of 
this  shij)  was  made.  I  beg  that  money  may  be  sent  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, as  the  jmyinaster  is  without  funds. 

I  learn  froiu  ("aittain  Adams  that  his  ship  and  the  Brooklyn,  if  not 
shortly  relieved,  will  recpiire  a  supply  of  powder.  Of  this,  however,  he 
has  already  informed  the  Dcjiartment. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  MoKean, 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon,  GiuEON  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waahinytoii,  1>.  0. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had  another  communication 
from  Colonel  Brown,  and  have  decided  to  leave  here  to-morrow  for 
Mobile  to  relieve  the  Powhatan,  which  vessel  will  proceed  to  the  Mis- 
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siasippi.  The  Suhinc.  fluntxriUe,  and  ^fohal^k ara  liero,  siiul  the  St,  LouiM 
is  hourly  exi>eeteil,  which  will  lie  a  snrtifieut  Ibrro  t-o  blockade,  the  hax- 
bor  uud  aid  iu  the  det'euse  of  Fort  Pickeus  should  it  be  neuessary. 

[EncIoHare  A.] 

Headquakters  Bepaktment  op  Florida, 

Fort  Piclcrm,  May  35, 1801. 
Sir:  I  have  Just  received  a  letter  from  Captaiu  Adams,  comiunnding 

the  U.  S.  ship  t<al>iuc,  stating  that — 

The  ship  .just  arrived  is  tho  Xiagara,  Captain  MrKenn.  She  has  beeu  ordered 
down  here  to  blocl<a<lo  Moliile  and  thi^  niuiitli  of  tho  Misaissippi.  and  will  require 
the  Brooklyn  and  I'owhalan  or  perliaps  this  ship  to  assist  her.  These  vessels  will  sail 
this  evening. 

I  respectfully  represent  to  you  that  the  taking  away  these  slups  will 
jeopardize  the  safety  of  this  fort.  T\w  forces  of  the  enemy  arc  repre- 
sented to  be  from  S,(>U(»  to  10,(K)0  men.  .My  force  (exclusive  of  murines 
and  sailors)  is.  a  little  less  than  TOO  for  duty,  so  that  if  tho  shij)s  are 
taken  away  I  can  not  prevent  a  huuiingof  the  enemy  on  Santa  Uosa 
Island,  thus  making  a  permanent  lodgment  there  and  subsequent 
apjiroach  to  the  lort. 

The  Sahiiic  might  be  si)ared  in  case  of  great  emergency,  but  neither 
of  the  steamers  sliould  be  taken  away  at  this  time  w'itlKuit  a  more  jiress- 
ing  urgency  than  that  of  blockading  Mobile  Harbor. 

1  therefore  enter  my  solemn  prot«'st  against  the  removal  at  this  time 
of  any  of  the  steamships  fn)m  this  harbor,  tlu^  safety  and  i)reservation 
of  this  fort  im]>eriously  ilenianding  their  continuance  here. 

I  enclose  you  the  authority  I  lia\«  from  tho  Fresident  of  the  United 
States  to  make  this  protest,  the  expediticui  named  being  the  preserva- 
tion of  this  fort;  and  I  do  now  call  on  you  iu  his  name  to  aid  me  iu  pre- 
serving it  by  keeping  these  ships  in  tlieir  jiresent  position. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hakvky  UltOWN, 

Colonel,  CommuniUiuj. 
'aptain  McKean, 

Commaiidini/  Xaral  Forces  off  Pen»acola. 

[Snclfisuru  C] 

FoKT  Pickens,  Fla.,  May  25,  ISGI. 
Sill:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  my  opinion  that  Fort  Pi«!kens  can  not 
be  successfully  defended  against  the  forces  of  the  enemy  now  arrayed 
against  it  unless  a  sutlicient  nuuiber  of  steamshijis  aid  your  c<miniand 
to  prevent  any  landing  uium  Santa  Hosa  Islaml.  Should  the  enemy 
on<'e  establish  him.self  upon  this  island,  in  the  absence  of  a  iiowerful 
steam  fleet  he  can  in  a  few  days  jiut  guns  enough  in  battery  behind 
tlie  <-oast  sand  bank  to  prevent  shijis  from  ap)>roaehing  this  end  of  the 
island,  and  tiius  be  enabh-d  to  advance  rajiidly  and  x-duce  this  phu'c 
by  a  short  siege.  The  heavy  lire  U])on  the  Hank  ami  reverse  of  our 
land  fronts  will  jirevent  us  from  ntaking  a  strong  resistance,  if  [it]  does 
not  dismount  neaily  all  our  guns.  Two  curtains  of  our  two  laiul  fronts 
are  seen  in  reverse  by  jtrobably  seventy  or  eighty  guns  of  the  enemy. 
The  bastions  are  also  seen  in  reverse  and  tho  whole  wtirk  is  c\posed  to 
a  mortar  (ire  that  can  penetrate  almost  every  part  of  the  work.  If^ 
now,  the  island  be  occu[iied  by  tlu)  enemy,  the  tire  on  e\ery  side  from 
10inch,8inch  guns.andseacojist  mortars  will  be  concentrated  upon  nsia 
such  power  that  we  cau  not  make  a  suitable  resistance  should  that  fire 
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leave  lis  any  {funs  intmiite<l  for  tlir  ]>iiriiose.  It  ia  nhsolntcly  necessary 
that  thu  Navy  hold  the  isluiul  iititil  tr(K>i)s  come  in  suUicicut  uuuibers 
to  i»erforiu  that  otlici'. 

Very  resiMictliilly,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Z.  B.  Tower, 
Brevet  Major,  Enyineeis. 
Coloiu'l  Brown, 

Conniiandiny  Ihpartmcnt  of  Florida. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Craren,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Crusader, 

regarilinti  the  detention,  for  the  use  of  the  Oovernment,  of  steamer 

Suiraitee. 

U.  S.  S.  Cri'sader, 

Keif  West,  May  37,  1861. 

Sir:  I  bavi>  the  honor  to  report  that  on  tlie  lith  instant  the  steamer 
Suwanec  (hito  rumpfro)  arrived  liere  (rom  New  Orleans. 

Under  the  |)roclainatit>ii  of  td<H-kade,  as  also  the  order  of  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  jt  lie  I  Treasury,  tleiiyiiij;  clearances  to  ports  of  "seceded 
States,"  I  refused  to  jiermit  the  iSmroiiee  to  n-turii  to  New  Orleans.  I 
oftered  to  clear  her  for  New  York,  which  oiler  was  declined.  1  there- 
fore detained  !icr  for  the  use  of  the  Government,  and  the  captaiu 
relinquished  the  couinnuid. 

The  Sinnintr  hcloiifijsto  the  siuue  company  who  loaned  their  steamer 
Bmk  to  the  pirates  wlio  seized  the  Ntar  of  thr  UV«/,  and  I  inustconfesa 
some  dc{;iee  of  satisfaction  in  bcinp  thus  able  to  iutlict<in  that  party  a 
retaliation  by  using  their  own  steamer  in  aid  of  the  retiu'niug  Texan 
troops, 

J  idrt<e<l  the  Suwanee  at  the  disposal  of  the  couimaudaut  of  this  post, 
and  sent  her  to  Havaiui  on  the  IStli  instant  to  meet  the  troops  who 
were  said  to  have  arrived  there.  Lieutenant  i>uucau,  of  this  ship,  was 
in  command, 

Tlie  two  schooners  had  sailed  from  Davana  before  Lieutenant  Dnn- 
can's  ariival;  he  theretVirc  ciuiscd  in  search  of  the  bri^'  Mf/ntic,  about 
which  {neat  ansiety  was  t<*lt.  lie  fell  iu  with  her  at  .sea  and  ordered 
her  into  tliis  port,  having  tirst  made  tender  of  any  aid  they  required. 

On  the  'SM  instant  an  order  wa.s  received  here  from  Colonel  Browii 


for  troops  and  stores  for  Fort  Pickens,  and  at  10  (o'clock  It  hat  ni;;lit  Lieu- 
soldiers  and  a  full 
freight  of  stores  of  various  kinds  for  Fort  Pickens. 


tenant  Duncan  sailed  iu  the  tSitiraitie  with  seventy 


I  will  detuiu   the  steamer  for  the  use  of  the  Goverrnncnl,  or  such 
further  orders  iis  I  may  receive  from  the  Navy  Department. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Aucs.  Craven, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Crarrn,  U.  S.  ynry,  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Orumder, 
urging  immediate  repairs  to  that  ressel. 

U.  8.  S,  Crusader, 

Key  West,  May  .iT,  iWJ. 
Sir:  I  have  tlio  honor  tu  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  8th  iustant.    I  herewith  trausmit  to  you  the  plans  of  this 


OPERATION8   IW  THE   GDLP   OF  MEXICO. 


185 


ship's  boiler,  and  I  can  not  too  str<)n|ii:ly  urgf  that  the  work  l)e  pnt  in 
blind  at  oni-e,  as  the  elliciency  of  this  Bliip  is  of  littk-  i'omi»arative  value 
at  preseut  with  a  i)re88>ire  of  no  more  than  12  to  15  jmtinds.  We  are 
constantly  f>bligpd  to  make  repairs  and  can  have  no  reliance  on  the 
boiler,  which  may  fail  ns  at  a  critical  uiomeut. 

It  is  uiy  desire  to  have  the  ship  in  a  complete  condition  for  any  serv- 
ice which  may  be  re(|uired. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  AuGS.  Craven, 
Lieutenant,  Vommanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[EndWMOMBl.] 

June  27,  1801. 
New  boilers  are  being  eouBtructed  at  the  New  York  navy  yard. 

B.  F.  IsnEUwboD, 

Engineer  in  Chief, 


Letter  from  the  British  actintj  connul.  Mobile,  Ala,,  to  Lieutenant  Porter, 
U.  S,  Nary,  com  manning  U.  S.  «S'.  Powhatan,  regarding  movement  of 
British  renseh  from  that  port. 

BKiTisn  Consulate, 

Mobile,  May  27,  1S(!]. 
SiB:  I  bog  leave  to  etiqnire  of  yon  if  yon  have  any  objection  to  per- 
mit the  towboats  towing  to  sen  tlw  few  British  ships  ikiw  in  port, 
1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  Maoek, 

Acting  Conitul, 

Phe  Officer  OostMANDiNO  the  U.  S.  Squadron  oi^  Mobile. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U,  8,  8.  Powha- 
tan, to  the  Britigh  acting  consul  at  Mobile,  regarding  blockade, 

U.  S.  8.  Powhatan, 

Off  Mobile,  May  37,  1861. 
'Bni:  In  answer  to  yonr  eommnnication  of  May  27,  18(il,  I  beg  leave 
to  inform  yon  that  British  shijis  will  be  pern)itted  to  use  towboats  or 
any  other  means  to  get  to  sea,  and  that  the  towboats  will  not  be  inolcstcil 
by  us  in  the  discharge  of  their  (bity  in  so  towing  British  ships.  I  beg 
leave  to  adil  that  the  28th  is,  I  believe,  the  day  assigneil  for  rigid  block 
ade;  but  as  1  am  hero  only  icniporarily  and  withont  spe<'ial  instructions, 
I  will  give  the  most  liberal  construction  totheorder.  Itwouhi  be  better, 
if  it  can  be  done  withont  injuiy  to  British  interests,  to  get  the  ships  to 
sea  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  resi)ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  1'ortkr, 

Commandiny. 
JAUE8  Maoee,  Esq., 

British  Acting  Consul,  Mobile. 
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Letter  from  offi^cm  of  Xeir  York  irmuranre  ronijxniiex  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Xary,  requvvtint/  ej.rmjitwn  from  blockaile  in  sUited  otmea. 

New  York,  May  28,  is[6l]. 
Dear  8re:  The  undersigned  insnrancc  comimnies  are  largely  inter 
esU'd  a«  insurers  on  many  vessels  bonnd  from  New  Orleans  to  uortherii 
I'nited  States  ports  and  to  ports  in  Europe.  Many  of  these  vessels 
have  left  the  city  of  New  Orleans  some  time  since,  and  we  are  inforniexl 
now  lie  agronml  on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Itiver, 
wliere  they  are  obliged  to  remain  until  the  water  is  sulliciently  high  to 
enaijie  tlieiii  to  lioat  over. 

As  the  Oovernment  is  about  to  establish  a  blockade  of  that  port,  our 
puriMjse  is  t<»  ask  tlie  Government  to  give  orders  to  the  Gulf  S()uadrou 
to  exem]>t  such  vessels  from  the  blockade  as  may  have  sailed  from  that 
port  ])rior  to  the  arrival  of  the  blockading  squadron,  and  which  may  have 
grounded  in  going  out  of  the  river. 

We  believe  such  oiders  cau  not  compromise  any  rule  of  law,  while 
they  will  greatly  relieve  commerce. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  IJ.  Junks, 
Prasidenl  Atlnntic  Miitutil  \Inmirance  Company], 
M.   II.  Gkinnkll, 
President  Sun  Mutual  Inxuratice  Company. 
John  A.  Pakickr, 
Vice-President  Great  Wejtteni  Insurance  Company. 

.loHN    II.    LVELL, 

Vice- President  New  York  Mutual  Innurance  Company. 

Ai.ruKi)  Edwards, 
President  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
Wm.  C.  Tnt>:HP.soN, 
Vice-President  Neptune  Insurance  Company. 
•  Danu  Drake  Smith, 

President  Commercial  Mutual  Insumnve  Companii. 

Li:<>I>()LI)    HiEltWIRTIl, 

President  Orient  Mutual  Insurauce  Company. 
.iNo.   .S.   TAPPAN, 
Vice-President  Union  Mutual  Insurauce  Company. 
VV.  Whipple, 
Vice-Premdent  Washitiyton  Marine  Insurance  Company. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C. 


i 


Letter  from  the  president  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  to 
the  Sirntary  of  the  Navy  relative  to  vessels  seized  by  the  Confederates 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mciico. 

Office  op  the  Atlantic  Muthal  Insurance  Comtant, 

M  Wall  Street,  corner  William,  New  York,  May  i'S,  1861. 

BlB:  We  learn  the  ship  nannhr,  lionnd  Irom  Liverjjool,  has  been 
seized  at  or  near  Mnliile,  her  (lestinatinii,  by  privateers,  and  tiu-  ship 
Ariel  at  New  ( trleans.  It  is  also  rcjiortcd  tliat  a  number  of  other  ves- 
sels have  been  captured  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River.    We 
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bave  to  ask  whether  the  bltjckacling:  squadron  has  been  ordered  to  those 
jiorts  autl  whether  they  can  not  be  hastened  to  the  relief  of  our  mer- 
chant shipping. 

It  is  n'i)<)rt(Ml  liere  that  thirty-flvo  vossols  have  received  ]>rivateer  com- 
missions at  New  Orleans  and  are  now  depredating;  ujioii  our  commerce. 

Trusting  tliat  aui]ile  and  energetic  protection  will  be  given  by  the 
Navy  Dejiartmeut  to  our  mci-cbaut  shipping,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

J.  I).  JONKS, 

Presidmt. 
Hon.  Gibbon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C, 


Letter  from  the  president  of  the  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  to  the 
Secretary  o/  State,  urging  the  bl-ochade  of  the  Misnissippi  River. 

Office  of  the  Sin  Mittial  Insurance  Comvany, 

.  Insukance  Buildinos,  No.  4!)  Wall  Street, 

Xcw  York;  May  i'9,  JSOl. 
Sir:  We  feel  very  solicitous  about  the  commerce  of  this  country 
going  from  Kurope  to  New  Orleans.  Yesterday  we  leceived  acc()unt8 
of  the  capture  of  four  vessels  olf  the  bar,  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
Kiver,  on  their  way  t<j  New  Orleans.  Ilatl  there  been  any  vessels  of 
war  in  that,  ijuartcr  they  would  have  escaped  by  being  ordered  off  and 
iidbnned  of  the  war.  It  is  highly  important  that  that  river  be  bltn-k- 
aded  at  once,  for  uidess  it  is  the  amount  of  property  taken  will  be 
euurmuus. 

In  haste,  verj*  truly,  yours, 

M.  H.  Geinnell. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Setret4iry  of  State. 


'.eport  of  t'ommanilrr  Poor,  T.  ,S.  S'tiry,  co  mm  an  thing  U,  S.  S.  Bronl-lyn, 
of  th<'  capture  hy  that  rrasd  of  burkcniinv  H.  IJ.  Spearing  and  of  tin: 
inefficiency  of  the  blockade, 

U.  S.  Steam  SLOor  Brookl'vt?, 

OfruxH  a  r Outre,  May  39,  ISCl. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  rejiort  that  1  captured  as  a  prize  the  bark- 
entino  U,  E.  Spearing,  of  and  for  New  Orleans,  with  a  cargo  of  cofl'ee 
from  Rio  dc  Janeiro.  1  liave  placeil  a  prize  crew  on  board  in  charge  of 
.Midshipman  Maniey  and  Boatswain  Baitlett,  with  orders  to  proceed  to 
Key  West  for  adjudication. 

1  hope  the  Department  will  find  it  convenient  t<»  send  additional  men 
and  otlicers  t^j  this  ship,  as  her  elliciency  will  be  much  allected  by 
reducing  her  cotnideuient  of  either,  especially  tiie  former. 

I  arrived  oft"  the  I'a.ss  iV  TOutre  ou  the  U(it  li  instant  and  sent  in  a  noti- 
ficution  of  a  rigid  blockade,  allowing  titteen  days  to  neutrals  todej>art, 
with  or  without  cargo.  In  this  1  followeil  the  precedent  established  at 
I'ensacola.  Under  the  head  of  neutrals  I  class  the  vessels  of  all  natioD- 
alitiea  at  peace  with  the  United  States,    I  found  several  America 
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vessels  on  the  bar;  all  of  tliein  had  loa<U'il  and  cleared  before  the  proe- 
]ainii(  ion  of  blockade  was  issned,  but  having  no  instrnutions  or  precedent 
to  cxcejit  Americiin  vessels  so  eircu instanced,  I  liave  given  tlicrii  the 
usuid  warning  not  to  leave.  Tlicy  appear  to  Ite  hmm  fide  Unit<'d  States 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  are  niostly,  if  not  entirely,  foreign  property. 

If  they  are  coinpt'lle<l  to  rcinain  they  may  fall  into  the  hands  ot  the 
enemy,  and  if  I  captnio  them  fur  viutating  the  blix-kade  there  is  a  great 
donbt  of  their  eou<lemiiati<»n,  and  I  shall  have  to  weaken  my  ship  by 
placing  prize  crews  on  board,  with  offaers  to  t;ike  <'harge  of  thciu.  In 
either  case  I  think  the  (nited  States  will  suffer  more  than  the  other 
party.  1  should  like  to  have  more  detinite  instructions  with  reference 
to  such  cases.  It  has  hapjieued  also  that  emigrant  vessels  have 
arrived  short  of  ])rovisions  and  water.  To  turn  them  off  without  sup- 
plying them  with  i)ro\!sions  is  not  only  iiduiman,  bur.  might  subject 
them,  among  whom  are  women  and  childri*n,  to  starvation.  I  can  not 
well  spare  provisions  from  this  ship,  and  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
procure  them  at  New  Orleans.  I  should  like  to  kuow  what  course  I 
am  to  pursue  in  such  cases,  especially  when  the  ves.sels  only  contain 
passengeis. 

Several  captures  have  been  made  by  private  armed  steamers  under 
the  secession  flag.  Since  my  arrival  they  keep  well  up  the  river  out  of 
my  reach.  There  is  not  water  enough  for  this  vessel  to  cross  the  bar, 
and  if  there  was  1  could  not  take  her  through  the  intricate  channel  of 
the  river  witfiout  a  i)il<it. 

Without  other  vessels  the  blockade,  1  fear,  will  not  be  considered  a 
legal  one,  as  there  are  three  or  four  entrances  to  watch.  I  can  oidy 
guard  the  princi])al  one  (I'aaa  h.  rOutre),  the  only  one  at  this  time 
aeccssiblo  to  large  vessels.  Light-draft,  swift  steamers,  with  a  gun  or 
two  of  long  range,  are  iiuh'Ii  needed,  and  I  think  it  would  require  at 
least  four  vessels  to  effectually  blockatb'  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi 
and  New  Orleans.    The  Powhittnu  is  ulf  ]\Iobtle. 

It  will  sdon  be  necessary  to  supjdy  this  ship  with  coal. 

Ves.sels  arc  often  detained  on  the  bar,  waiting  fur  a  rise  to  get  over, 

for  several  weeks.     One  J-lngtish  sliip  remains  fast  in  the  mud,  with  a 

cargo  she  louk  on  lioard  two  months  or  moie  since.     Do  vessels  under 

such  circumstances  come  under  the  strict  rule  of  blockadef 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  Poon, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Wanhington,  J>.  O. 


!>rt  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  S.  Nary,  commttntiing  U,  S.  S,  Pow- 
hatan, of  the  capture  of  the  gchoouer  Mary  Clinton. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 

Of  South  West  Pom,  Missisnippi  Rirer,  May  3<>,  ISOl, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  captured  and  sent 
home  the  schooner  Mary  6V(»/^>;i,  of"  New  Orleans,  for  attempting  to  run 
the  blockade  after  being  warned  by  the  frigate  Xiuyaru  not  to  approach 
the  Southern  coast. 

(iunner  Duycker  goes  in  charge  of  her,  and  is  directe*!  to  proceed  to 
New  York  to  turn  over  the  crew,  whose  times  are  mostly  nut.  I  beg 
leave  to  request  that  Gunner  Duycker  may  be  sent  baek  to  this  ship  by 
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tbe  first  favorable  opportunity,  aud  if  we  have  to  send  North  many 
prizes  (which  is  more  than  jirobable)  I  request  that  an  addition  maybe 
made  to  our  crew  by  the  first  vessel  that  comes  out. 

I  desire  to  draw  your  atteutiou  to  the  fact  that  tiio  present  allowance 
of  crews  to  vessels  is  for  peace  establishment  and  is  not  suited  at  all  to 
times  of  war,  if  it  is  intended  that  the  vessels  glial!  be  erticient.  I  also 
request  that  this  ship  nniy  be  supplied  with  (our  midshipmen,  as  we  have 
no  master's  mat«s.  and  no  one  to  take  charge  of  the  boats. 

I  am  at  present  en|!;a);ed  in  blockading:  the  South  West  Pass  of  the 
Mississippi,  whicli  will  be  done  eflectually. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porteu, 

Lieutenant,  C'oinmawliny. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  />.  C. 


ort  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  S.  Xavy,  commanding  Z7.  8.  8.  Poichatan, 
relatire  to  capture  of  nvhooner  Mary  Clinton. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 
Off  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  May  30,  1801, 

SlB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  roll  of  the  jieisons  attached  to 
this  ship  on  the  2t)th  instant,  the  date  of  the  capture  of  tbe  schooner 
Mary  VlintoH. 

I  am,  resitectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poeteh, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washingtonf  D.  G. 


Jjetterfrom  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting 
cooperation  in  the  matter  of  increasing  the  defenses  at  Fort  Pickens. 

Secret  and  confidential.]  Wak  Department,  May  W.>,  IfXil. 

SiK:  For  increasing  the  defenses  on  Santa  Kosa  Island  and  rest<ir- 
iug  the  equilibrium  lost  since  the  late  completion  ot  the  IMontgomery 
and  I'ensacola  Kailroad,  which  has  enabletl  the  rebels  to  multiply  their 
batteries  and  arm  them  with  large  guns  and  mortars,  the  War  Depart- 
ment desires  the  use  of  thirty  IXinch  guns,  navy  pattern,  with  car- 
riages and  implements  complete,  aud  as  many  shells  as  can  be  supplied 
ou  short  notice. 

Understanding  that  you  have  at  Portsmouth,  or  can  have  in  a  few 
days,  the  above  number  of  guns,  1  retiuest  you  to  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  their  shipun-nt  nn  hoard  a  steamer  to  be  chartered  and  sent 
there  to  receive  theui  by  the  War  Department. 

It  is  proposed  to  send  out  not  less  tluiu  two  large  steamers,  with  a 
regiment  of  troops. 

It  is  imiM)rtaut  that  these  steamers  should  be  each  armed  with  at 
least  two  guns,  the  heavier  the  better,  aud  sui)plied  with  some  sailors 
of  the  Navy  to  work  the  guns,  under  the  tlirection  of  a  competent 
naval  oflicer  on  each;  these  sailors,  with  those  on  the  lleet  off  Santa 
UoHd,  to  be  ready  to  assist  in  lauding  and  setting  these  guus  in  battery 
ou  the  island  of  Santa  Itosa. 
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The  steamers  will  be  chartered  or  i>urcha8ed  as  transports  by  the 
War  Department,  and  their  usual  working  crew  and  sailing  comman- 
der, if  chartered,  will  be  furnished  by  the  owniers  nntler  their  charter 
party. 

As  late  advices  from  Kort  Pickens  show  that  some  err<»r  has  been 
committed  which  has  left  the  fort  inaufficientl.v  provided  with  ammuni- 
tion and  guns  to  resist  a  bombardment,  daily  threatened, -till  this  should 
be  executed  with  the  greatest  speed  and  secrecy. 

The  destination  of  the  vessel  and  the  character  of  her  cargo  should 
be  kept  seeret  from  all  but  those  to  whozn  it  is  necessary  to  make  them 
known  in  order  to  the  sj>eedy  preparation  of  the  expedition. 

These  vessels  will  carry  also  a  supply  of  :irmy  X-inch  guns,  and  of 
army  shells,  mortars,  ete.,  and,  it  is  lioped,  a  battery  of  Whitwortli 
rifled  guns  and  some  riHed  4li  pounders. 

Heavy  boats  for  landing  the  guns  are  needed. 

If  a  suitable  scow  can  be  purchased  and  carried  out  by  any  naval 
vessel  going  to  Fort  Pickens  it  will  much  facilitate  the  lauding  of  the 
guns  and  carriages.  The  next  best  means  will  be  probably  to  send  out 
paddle-box  boats  of  large  size. 

In  this  the  War  I)e|»artment  must  depend  upon  the  cx)operation  of 
the  Navy,  which  is  earnestly  invit<'d,  to  secure  tlie  holding  of  Fort 
Pickens,  whoso  military  and  political  imiiortaace  just  now  can  not  be 
exaggerated. 

Besiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

iiecretury  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  St'crettiri)  of  the  Navy  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance 
and  Hydrotjruphy  relative  to  ithipmcHi  of  y urns  to  Fort  Piclccns. 

Navy  Department,  Muy  :iO,  Wai. 
Sir:  You  will  dire<'t  the  twenty-eight  IX  inch  guns  belonging  to  tho 
Franklin  H  battery,  with  carriages  and  ecjuipments,  aud  shells  to  be 
ready  for  immediate  transportation. 

I  am,  respeetfulty,  youi'  obedieut  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  A.  A,  Hakwood, 

Chief  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography. 


Letter  from  Commander  Poor,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Broolclyn, 
t*)  Captain  McKean,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  offwvr  present,  relative  to  affairs 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mixsissippi  River,  and  desiring  instruction  in  matiera 
pertaining  to  the  blockade. 

U.  S.  8.  Brooklyn, 
Off  Pass  a  r  Outre,  May  SO,  18(11. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  boarded  the  Mexicau  schooner  BrilUante,  from  Gam- 
peche.  She  ha«  on  board  the  American  consul  of  that  place,  together 
with  several  passengers  who  came  here  (in  ignorance  of  the  blockade) 
for  the  puri)ose  of  getting  passage  to  New  York.  Mr.  ISriccard's  case 
is  (such)  a  peculiar  one  that  I  advised  him  to  proceed  to  Mobile  aud 
represent  his  case  to  you.  It  appears  he  has  four  sons  at  college  at 
Mobile,  and  wishes  to  take  them  home  if  possible,  or  if  not  allowed  to 
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do  SO,  to  remain  with  and  protect  them.    1  bave  oncouraged  him  with 
the  lioj»e  tliiit  yiiii  will  lie  able  to  do  siiinctliiiiy  lor  him. 

1  tc'iir  cases  of  tliis  kind,  appealing  perliajis  too  strongly  to  oiir  sym- 
pathies, will  lie  of  tVe((uent  oci-uiTcnce,  anil  1  would  like  In  know  your 
views  Mpmi  tlic  subject,  as  widl  as  of  many  others.  V»r  example,  ves- 
■  sels  arrive  with  euiifjrants,  havinyr  a  number  oC  jtassengers,  short  of 
provisions — net  enough  to  lake  tlieiu  to  the  nearest  neutral  jKnt;  they 
can  not  get  sujjplied  here,  so  1  must  either  sup))ly  them  or  send  them 
off  to  starve.  I  have  turned  oil'  two  I'.remeu  ships,  one  so  reduce<l  that 
I  had  to  supply  them  with  brend,  which  1  exchanged  for  cordage.  I 
shall  in  Ihe  case  of  this  schooner  |bavej  U>  furnish  beef,  taking  turtle 
in  exchange.  In  <uie  of  the  emigrant  shijKS  then*  wa.s  a  young  woman 
who  was  on  her  way  to  Texas  to  meet  her  intended  husband.  The  cap- 
tain reiiresented  that  if  she  was  not  allowed  to  pnM-eeil  she  would  have 
toieturn  to  liremen,  and  in  case  of  freiglit  oHering  at  New  York  to 
any  other  jtai-t  of  the  world,  he  did  not  know  what  would  bect)me  of 
her.     1  concluded,  therefore,  to  let  her  prcx'ccd  to  New  Orleans. 

I  arrive<l  hero  id)Out  -  o'chx^k  on  Sunday  atternooii,  The  next  day  I 
furnished  a  notice  of  the  blockade  to  the  colonel  commanding  the  Tass, 
allowing  fifteen  days  to  neutral  vessels  to  depart. 

1  found  a  number  of  vessels,  among  tliem  .several  American,  in  the 
mud  at  the  bar,  where  they  have  to  remain  until  a  rise  takes  them  olf. 
One  English  vessel  so  situated  had  been  detained  twi»  months  nearly. 
There  are  several  other  American  vessels  a  short  distance  within  the 
river,  detained  for  the  same  cause,  all  of  which  loaded  and  cleareKi 
bohu'C  blockade.  I  shoulrl  like  to  know  if  I  am  to  include  these  Ameri- 
can vessels  among  the  neutrals  and  allow  them  the  same  facilities  of 
dejjartnre.  They  are  all  bona  lide  American  pritperty  and  their  car- 
goes belong  to  persons  in  England  and  France,  and  have  probably 
been  aliea<ly  paiil  for.  Their  clearances  are,  of  e<^»urse.  Confederate,  as 
arc  all  the  neutrals.  If  they  are  not  allowed  to  depart  they  ma^'  be 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  or  t^)wed  back  and  seized.  1  can  not  cross 
the  bar.  There  are  several  privateers,  who  keep  up  the  river  since  my 
arrival.    They  have  made  several  captures. 

I  captured  a  bark  belonging  to  New  t)rlean8,  with  a  cargo  of  coffee 
from  Hio.  an<I  have  sent  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

The  Powhatan  arrived  here  last  evening,  having  in  tow  a  schooner 
loaded  with  rice  aa  a  prize.  She  hsid  been  boarded  by  the  Niagara,  I 
believe. 

Please  inform  me  aa  early  as  possible  what  I  am  to  do  with  the  Ameri- 
can ships,  and  in  case  the  obstructions  are  not  removed  from  the  bar 
at  the  einl  of  the  titteen  days  if  the  foreign  ships  should  be  allowed  a 
longer  time.  It  is  my  impression  they  should,  as  it  is  uo  fault  of  theirs 
if  they  are  nnable  to  move. 

In  case  of  the  American  ships,  if  left  on  the  bar  and  not  permitted  to 
jiass  I  think  the  interests  of  the  United  States  will  suHer  much  more 
than  those  of  the  other  party.  On  the  <>th  of  June  1  under-stand  all 
Amerii-an  vessels  in  the  i>ort  of  New  Oi  leans  are  to  be  seized,  the  cap- 
tains and  crews  to  be  made  ])risoners  of  war. 

I  hope  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  this  at  an  early 
date.  If  I  do  not  hear  from  you,  I  shall  let  the  American  ships  depart. 
The  Powhatan  is  off  the  South  West  I'ass.  I  think  another  vessel  quite 
requisite  here. 

1  am,  verj'  respei-tfully,  etc., 

Ghas.  H.  Poob, 

Commander. 

Captain  W,  W.  MoKean. 
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Letter  from  Lwuienant- Colonel  Fulhr,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  Pa»ge» 
of  the  Minfiiitiiippi  River,  to  Lieutenant  Portfr.  U.  S.  yary,  comnianding  i 
U.  8.  S.  Powhatan,  reyardiny  movement  of  neutral  vesseU, 

South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  Rivbk, 

May  30,  ISGl. 
Sra:  The  unrtersigiietl  having  been  nssared  by  Commander  Poor,  o: 
the  U.  8.  8.  lU-ooldyn,  that  the  tngboats  wouhl  be  i)einiitted  to  take  out- 
ward-bound neutral  vessels  ovei-  the  bar  at  Pass  i\  r«Jutre  without 
molestation  lor  a  period  of  lifteen  days  from  the  date  of  her  arrival,  aud 
presuming  that  the  steamer  now  at  anchor  at  the  South  West  Pass  is 
here  for  the  purfHjse  of  blockiHle,  desires  t<i  know  if  tlie  same  privilege 
is  exteuded  to  the  boats  at  this  Pass;  also  at  what  date  the  privilege  will 
terminate. 

Respectfully,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  a.  Fttlleb, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Pasae«. 

OoMMAjroiNG  Officer  U.  8.  Steamer  at  South  West  Pass. 

P.  8. — The  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  G.  M.  McLelhin,  will  receive  and  carry 
to  me  your  vn-itteu  reply  to  the  above  coiutnuiucation. 

G.  A.  FrxLER, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Poie- 
hatau,  to  Lieutenant-  Colonel  Fuller,  C.  S.  Army,  granting jterminsion  for 
neutral  vesseh  to  panH  out  of  the  Missinnippi  River  until  June  14,  1861, 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 
South  West  Pans,  Afinnissippi  River,  May  .'il,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  comiuunicatiou  of  yesterday's  date,  desiring  to  be  informed 
if  the  priNlleyx^  extended  by  (.'ommander  Poor,  of  the  L".  S.  Navy,  to 
the  tugboats  at  Pass  ii,  I'Outrt!  to  take  outward  bound  neutral  vessels 
over  the  bar  at  that  Pass  without  molestation  for  a  period  of  fifteen 
days  frtmi  the  date  of  his  arrival  will  be  extended  to  the  boats  at  this 
Pass,  lias  been  received.  You  are  informed  iu  reply  that  the  privilege 
asked  for  will  be  gi-anted  until  the  14th  of  .June  next,  inclusive,  with 
the  distinct  understanding  tiiut  American  will  receive  the  same  a.ssist- 
ance  as  foreign  vessels,  and  any  niolestiition,  hindrance,  or  obstacle  to 
the  former  will  be  immediately  followed  by  a  change  of  policy  on  m; 
part. 

1  am,  resjtectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Charles  A.  Fuller, 

Soiithwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River. 


] 


Letter  from  the  8eeretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  Atlantic  Muti 
Insurance  Company,  regarding  establishment  of  bloeknde  in  the  Onlfof 
Mexico. 

Navy  Department,  May  31,  isai. 
Sir:   I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant.     A  for<!e 

fourteen  vessels  is  iu  the  Gulf  or  ou  its  way  thither  to  blockade  tb^ 
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hnrborfs  and  ports  and  protect  our  commerce  in  that  qnart«r.    To  this 
Ibrco  tlie  l>ei)artnieiit  is  making  luliiitions  with  all  th«  dispatch  it  c;m 
coiiiniand.     It  is  hoped  the  vigihince  and  activity  ol'  our  squadron  will 
terminate  any  serious  depredations  by  privateers  or  illegal  cruisers. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GroBON  Welles. 
J.  D.  Jones,  Esq., 

President  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  New  York. 


Report  of  JJMttennvt  Porter,  V.  8.  Kavy,  commanding  U.  S.  .9.  Powhatan, 
reyardiny  titc  blockade  at  the  mouth  of  Mixiiitisippi  River, 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 
South  Went  PasSj  Mississippi  River,  June  1, 1861. 
Sir:  In  the  absence  of  a  commander  in  chief  and  with  no  prospect 
of  seeing  one  here  for  some  time,  1  deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate 
[directly  with  the  Department,  to  en. able  them  to  understand  the  exact 
'position  of  aflairs  at  the  point  where  1  am  stationed  to  ri;:fidly  blockade 
the  mouth  of  the  river.    Notice  having  been  given  in  due  form,  vessels 
have  been  warned  ott"  or  captured,  according  to  circumstan«'e8. 

Such  is  the  anxiety  of  neutral  vessels  to  get  to  sea  before  the  day 
ex]>ire8  to  prevent  their  exit  that  they  tow  down  to  the  lower  bar, 
where  they  invariably  stick  fast  and  remain  mixed  up  in  inextricable 
confusion.  Some  of  these  vessels  have  their  flying  Jib  booms  at  sea  (or 
over  the  bar)  while  their  sterns  are  fast  in  the  mnd,  and  they  can  not 
possibly  move  either  way  until  the  current  of  the  river  cuts  them  out 
or  the  tugboats  come  to  their  assistance.  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  not  being  instruet4.*d  on  this  point,  I  have  thought  it  nothing  more 
than  Just  to  friendly  jxtwers  to  consider  every  vessel  out  of  the  i»ort  of 
New  Orleans  when  she  is  fast  on  the  bar  of  the  Mississippi,  and  I  there 
endorse  their  papers.  In  Ihia  arrangement  I  include  Unit<'d  States 
vessels  (already  there)  which  are  owne<l  at  the  North  and  have  Euro- 
pean proi>erty  on  board,  and  hold  subject  to  condemnation  all  va-^sels 
owne<l  in  New  Orleans  and  carrying  secession  papers  and  colois.  Some 
of  the  tugboats  here,  in  defiance  of  all  law,  have  enticed  over  the  bar 
and  ma<le  prizes  of  tive  or  six  American  vessels,  which  have  been  con- 
demned at  New  Orleans  and  awarde<l  to  the  captors.  Tliis  act  Justi- 
fies the  holding  of  all  vessels  attempting  to  enter  New  Orleans,  owned 
there,  or  sailing  under  secession  flag  and  papers. 

I  sent  a  lawful  prize  to  the  United  States  on  the  30th  of  May,  and 
intend  to  disi>atch  another  to-day. 

Since  this  shii>  went  into  commission  (now  nearly  two  months)  she 
has  received  no  supi)ly  of  coal.  Having  been  fifty-four  days  under 
steam,  we  are  really  unable  to  go  any  distance  \vithout  further  sup- 
plies, nor  can  we  chase  vessels.  We  will  soon  only  be  able  to  lie  at 
the  bar  like  a  sailing  ship,  without  the  ability  of  a  sailing  ship  to 
maneuver  under  sail.  1  can  not  impress  upon  the  Department  too 
strongly  the  importance  of  having  plenty  of  coal  ves.sels  at  the  points 
here  where  steamers  of  the  Navy  are  blockading.  The  blockade  of 
this  part  of  the  Southern  coast  is  very  incomplete  for  want  of  small 
steamers  of  very  light  draft  of  water.  There  are  many  points  where 
the  vijiilaiice  of  our  large  steamers  must  be  constantly  eluded.  All 
along  from  Mobile  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  there  are  a  dozen 
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places  where  commerce  is  carried  on  in  deliance  of  Unite<l  iStntes  ships. 
I'hen.  from  South  West  Tass  to  the  westward,  a.i  far  as  At<:haliihiya  aud 
Berwick  Bay.  where  a  railroad  connects  with  New  Orleans  and  sup- 
plies that  place  with  provisions  and  munitions  of  war  of  all  kinds. 
This  blockade  has  created  a  great  sensjition  here,  and  will,  if  etiectnally 
carried  out,  po  far  to  brinjj  about  a  chanpe  of  public  sentiment,  or 
else  ruin  and  depoiiulate  New  Orleans.  The  people  generally  will 
sufl'er  much  by  it,  aud  do  not  seem  to  \-io\v  the  prospect  before  them  in 
a  very  favorable  li;;ht.  The  JIniokli/n  is  blockadinj;  Pass  ii  I'Outre,  3.1 
miles  from  here,  but  the  Soutli  and  North  East  Passes,  between  this 
ship  and  the  Brooklyn,  are  open  to  small  vessels  and  suitable  for  the 
entrance  and  exit  of  small  vessels  aud  privateers.  There  should  be 
two  steamers  at  the  mouth  of  each  Pass,  one  to  lit!  at  anchor  and  one  to 
chase  vessels  with.     The  officers  and  crew  are  all  well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Datid  D.  Poeteb, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Admns,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  detetition  of  the 
steamer  General  Miramon. 

TJ.  8.  S.  Niagara, 

Off  Mobile,  June  3, 1861. 
Siur  On  the  morning  of  the  .31st  of  May  the  steamer  General  Miror 
mon  ajipeared  otf  the  mouth  of  the  Mi8sissi|)pi  River,  Hying  PjUglish 
c<iiors,  steering  Cor  I'ass  a  I'Outre.  On  seeing  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn 
she  altered  her  course  and  st<?ered  for  the  South  Pass.  While  endeav- 
oring to  enter  this  Pass,  before  the  guns  of  the  Bi-ooklyn  could  rea4!h 
her,  she  ran  ashore.  The  Brooklyn,  on  coming  within  range,  fired  a  shot 
at  her  and  afterwards,  seeing  her  proi>eller  still  moving,  tired  a  second 
one  (a  shell).  The  General  Aliranum  then  got  off  the  shoal  and  came 
alongside  of  the  Brooklyn.  She  was  boarded  by  Lieutetmnt  .Mitchell, 
who  reported  her  a.s  having  papers  all  correct,  except  the  register, 
which  was  a  provisioinil  one  given  by  the  English  consul  at  New 
Orleans;  also  that  the  vessel  had  but  one  day's  coal,  water,  and  provi- 
sions on  board,  and  that  she  had  thirty-one  passengers,  among  tliem 
five  ]a<lies  and  three  children.  Captain  Poor  then  ordered  me  to  take 
a  boat's  crew  and  bring  the  vessel  here  and  report  her  case  to  you.  as 
the  Brooklyn  vonld  not  conveniently  fiirnish  herwitti  sutticient  coal  and 
proper  provisions,  and  Captain  Poor  did  not  feel  authorized  to  let  the 
steamer  jiass  in. 

Her  cargo  consisted  of  cigars  and  fruit.  Her  passengers  were  chiefly 
foreigners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Lieutenant,  V.  8.  Navy. 
Captain  William  W.  MoKean, 

U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 

[P.  S.l — Four  of  the  ladies  were  quite  ill,  and  one  of  them  so  much 
80  that  I  think  she  would  have  died  if  she  had  made  another  sea  voy- 
age.   This  lady  being  the  mother  of  the  three  childreB,  their  suffering 
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\ras  also  very  {jreat.  On  my  arrival  here  the  Oimeral  Miramon  bad 
but  live  hours'  rcml  ou  board;  the  last  of  her  provisions  was  being 
cooked,  and  she  had  only  sullieient  water  for  the  day.  She  leaked 
very  badly  through  her  steru  stufting  box,  as  the  bolts  were  workiug  out. 

H.  A.  A.,  Jr. 


Petition  o/tnast^  of  British  gteamghip  Oeneral  Miramon  to  senior  officer 
preserU  in  Oiilf  of  Mexico  for  release  of  that  vensel. 

On  Boaed  TH35  Beitish  Steamship  General  Miramon, 

June  1,  1861. 
Sir;  On  the  28th  ultimo  I  left  Havana  for  I^ew  Orleans  with  twenty- 
eight  passengers,  and  cargo  composed  of  a  few  thousand  cigars,  with 
Rufhcieut  coal  and  pntvisioiis  an<l  wiittT  to  last  me  for  the  voyage.  I  left 
Havana  in  perfect  ignorance  of  the  blockade,  nor  (hadj  the  British 
consul  had  any  intiiiiatiou  thereof. 

In  perfect  good  faith,  therefore,  mj' vessel  was  ordered  back  and  prize 
crew  put  on  hoard  to  carry  her  to  Mobile  and  confer  with  the  senior 
ofHcer,  and  as  such  I  address  you  to  take  my  case  uuder  your  seriims 
consideration,  and  either  allow  me  to  proceed  to  Mobile  or  New  Orleans. 
1  have  no  coal,  provisions,  or  water  to  carry  me  a  longer  voyage.  My 
crew  are  shipped  from  New  Orleans.  If  sent  back  to  Havana  when 
my  owner  is  nut  there,  how  am  I  to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life,  pay 
my  crew,  and  perhaps  have  to  sustain  litigation?  Whereas  if  sent  to 
Mobile  I  could  commuuicate  with  luy  owuer  and  make  arraugemeuts 
accordingly. 

The  circumstances  are  very  distressing  and  certainly  admit  some 
extension  of  courtesy  to  a  neutral  vessel  carrying  on  a  lawful  trade. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  [servant], 

D.  GOLDING, 
Master  of  Steximship  Oeneral  Miramon. 

[Captain  W.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy.] 

lEnoloauro.] 

I,  Daniel  Golding,  hereby  pledge  myself  that  the  steamer  Oeneral 
Miramon,  uuder  my  command,  if  allowed  to  enter  the  port  of  Mobile 
to  land  my  passengers,  will  as  soon  as  ])Ossible  come  out  of  that  port 
without  cargo,  and  will  depart  oft'  the  southern  coast  of  the  United 
States. 

Witness  my  hand  this  Ist  day  of  June,  1861,  oflf  Mobile. 

D.  GOLDIBO. 

Witness : 

EJOHN  GtTEST, 
I  First  Lieutenants  Navy  Aid^ 

Be, 


Report  of  Commander  Oibson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  8t. 
Louis,  regarding  the.  withdrawal  of  that  vessel  from  Fort  Jefferson, 
Fla. 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Lot'is, 

Off  Pensacola,  June  2, 1861. 
Sir:  I  am  requested  by  the  commandant  at  Fort  Jefl'erson  (Major 
Arnold),  Tortugas,  to  make  known  to  you,  a»  he  has  already  done  to 


Colonel  Brown,  the  coumiander  in  rliief  of  this  Deiiartnient,  his  extreme 
disappoiutiiient  at  tlie  withdrawal  of  tliis  ahii>  from  that  place,  and  the 
consequent  faihne  of  many  of  the  plans  which  were  being  carried  out 
for  the  strengtheuiug  of  the  works  there,  iu  which  this  shij)  was  aa 
important  agent. 

The  men  and  boats  of  this  ship  have  been  employed  since  her  arrival 
at  that  i)lace  in  the  furtherance  of  those  works,  and  their  withdrawal 
at  this  time  is  most  severely  felt ;  besides  which,  the  ajiproach  to  au 
imi>ortant  anchorage  situated  ou  the  weaker  side  of  the  fortilicatiou 
was  intrusted  to  her  guardianship. 

Having  brought  these  facts  to  your  uotice,  1  have  the  honor  to  be, 
resiMictfuIly,  your  obedient  eei-vaut, 

Ajlex.  Gibson, 

Commander. 

Captain  Henry  A.  Adams, 

Senior  Officer  Preaent. 


Report  of  Commander  Share,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  chartered  steamer 
Montgomery,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Key  SVest  tcith  stores. 

U.  S.  Chabtebed  Steamer  Montoomeby, 

Key  West,  Flu.,  June  S,  lt<01. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  this 
port,  five  days  and  twenty-one  hours  ft-oiu  New  York.    All  well. 

In  the  absence  of  any  ollicer  senior  to  myself,  1  will  discharge  and 
turn  over  to  the  U.  S.  naval  storekeeper  at  this  place  the  stores  put  on 
board  this  vessel  at  the  uavy  j'ard,  New  York,  in  pursuance  of  the 
orders  of  Commodore  lireese,  fill  up  with  coal  and  water  and  proceed 
without  delay  iu  the  further  executiou  of  your  order*  of  the  17th 
of  May. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  1>.  Shaw, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Hecrelary  of  the  3'«py,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  McKean,  U.  S.  Xavy,  setiior  officer  present  off  Mobile, 
regarding  matters  pertaining  to  the  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Fbigatb  Niagaba, 

Off  Mobile,  June  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  1  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  27th  ultimo,  off  the 
harbor  of  Pensacola.  1  left  there  on  the  l.'8th  for  this  ])liu;e  to  relieve 
the  Poirhatan,  which  vessel  proceeded  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  2'Jth  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  join  the  Brooklyn  iu  the 
blockade  of  New  Orleans. 

On  the  evening  of  the  31st  nltimo  Commauder  Glisson  arrived  in  the 
Mount  Wruon  with  a  communication  from  Captain  Adams,  reiKirtiug 
the  arrival  of  the  steamer  I'arkersburg  with  a  supply  of  fresh  beef,  live 
stock,  vegetables,  and  stores  for  the  use  of  the  vessels  in  the  Gulf. 

•  See  p.  175. 


*In  the  absence  of  FlagOflicex  Striiigliani  Captain  Adams  opened 
ho  conimnuioatiou  from  ^lin  chief  (if  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and 
Clotliiufr.  The  Mount  Vtriion  returnt'd  to  Fovt  Tickcns  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st  institnt,  and  I  instiucted  Captain  Adams,  after  having 
taken  «iut  the  proportion  of  provi.sions,  vegetables,  etc.,  for  the  Sabine, 
W.  Louis,  }{i(nt!^rilli;  Mohairl;  Wt/andotte,  and  the  Rt-lrase,,  to  dispatch 
the  J'drkrrsburi)  in  tow  of  the  Mount  Vernon  to  tliia  pla<'e.  I  will  take 
from  her  the  proportion  for  this  ship  and  dispatch  her  in  a  like  nninner 
to  supi'ly  the  liroolli/n  and  Powhatan.  After  this  Commander  Glisson 
will  proceed  to  act  under  his  order  ft-om  the  Department. 

On  the  morning  uf  the  lat  instant  the  English  steamer  General 
Miravwn,  Cai)tain  Gohling,  arrived  here  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Adams 
antl  a  boat's  crew  from  the  Brooklyn.  Commander  Poor  states  in  a 
Jetter  to  me  that  ho  was  not  satisfied  as  to  the  correctness  of  her 
pajicrs,  and  that  she  endeavored  to  force  the  blockade.  She  was  from 
Havana  with  tlrrty  six  passengers  (a  list  herewith  enclosed),  having  no 
cargo  except  a  few  thousand  cigars  and  a  little  fruit.  She  was  furnished 
with  a  provisional  register  signed  Wui.  Jlnre,  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
consul,  New  Orleans,  dated  May  4, 1S61  (previous  to  the  blockade).  It 
appeared  to  be  genuiue.  The  captain  stated  that  neither  he  nor  the 
British  consul  at  Havana  was  aware  of  the  blockade, 

A  8  the  vessel  did  n(t  attempt  to  enter  port  after  having  beenlioarded 
and  warned  oil",  and  as  the  order  of  the  Department  directs  that  no 
neutral  vessel  jiroceeding  toward  the  entrance  of  a  blockaded  port 
should  be  captured  or  detained  if  she  shall  not  have  previously  received 
from  one  of  the  blockading  squadron  a  s]>ecitic  notice  of  the  existence 
of  the  blockade,  I  did  not  think  there  were  sufficient  grounds  for  her 
capture.  Lieutenant  Adams,  immediately  on  his  coming  on  board, 
stated  that  there  was  great  distress  among  the  passengers;  that  the 
last  meal  had  been  served;  that  there  was  water  only  for  the  day,  and 
that  the  ves.sel  was  leaking  badly  and  had  but  four  hours' coal  on  board. 
Three  ladies  among  the  passengers  were  very  ill;  one  of  them,  an 
American,  iu  i)remature  travail,  brought  on  by  alarm  caused  Ity  the 
firing  of  a  shot  over  the  Mirtimon  by  the  Brooklyn,  and  subse(iuently 
another  by  the  Mount  Vernon  off  this  phvce.  It  was  thought  that  if 
not  landed  she  would  not  live  through  the  day. 

Not  having  coal  or  water  to  spare,  and  there  being  no  means  of 
sending  the  passengers  on  shore,  the  females  not  being  iu  a  state  to 
bear  removal  in  a  boat,  I  decided,  as  an  act  of  humanity,  X*i  let  the 
vessel  go  into  Mobile,  having  first,  however,  received  the  written  pledge 
of  the  cai)tain  that  he  would  come  out  without  cargo  as  soon  as  he 
could  obtain  a  sutlicient  supply  of  coal,  water,  aud  provisions  to  carry 
him  off  the  coast.  I  can  not  but  hope  that  my  action  in  the  case  will 
be  approved  by  the  Department.  The  Miramon  is  a  small  and  very  old 
vessel,  having  her  boilers  and  i)art  of  her  machinery  on  deck. 

Commander  Poor,  in  a  communication  of  the  IJlst  ultimo,  says: 

VedscU  ftiri vo  with  omigriiiit«,  buvinj;  a  niinilior  of  iiasHengprs,  short  of  proviniotiH — 
not  enough  to  tnko  thorn  to  tbi'  in'iirest  neiitnil  ports;  they  can  not  jjet  siipjilied 
licre,  HO  1  tnuHt  pitlicr  supply  them  or  turn  them  oft  to  ntnrve.  1  have  tnrneU  otl'  two 
DromtMi  iihinii,  ono  ho  rediivoU  that  1  huU  to  supply  thorn  with  bread,  wbi(.'h  I 
Bxchnngt'd  tor  cordnge. 

He  also  says: 

I  fonnd  n  ntimlier  of  ypMcls  Catnonn  them  several  American)  in  the  rand  at  the 
bar,  whern  thiy  have  to  remttiii  till  a  rise  takes  tbcni  olf.  One  tliiglish  vessel  bad 
t>pen  detnined  two  inoiitliK  nearly.  There  are  severul  other  American  vcsKclfi  ii  Bbnrt 
distunce  within  the  river,  dutalueil  for  tho  name  cause,  all  of  which  loaded  and 
cleared  before  the  lilockade.    I  should  like  to  know  if  I  am  to  iooludo  the  American 
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Teasels  ninon^  tbo  neutrals,  niiil  allow  tbcm  the  same  facilitirs  of  departure.  They 
are  all  bouiv  tide  Am(<rifan  property,  luul  tLu  cargoes  lieloDj;  to  persons  in  England 
and  Franco.  Tlii-ir  clearances  are  all  Confederate,  as  are  all  the  nentrals.  If  they 
are  not  allowed  to  depart  they  niaj-  be  dostroyeil  by  tbo  eueuiy  or  towed  back  and 
seized.  1  can  not  cross  the  bar.  There  are  Kcveral  privateers,  who  keep  np  the 
river  since  my  arrival;  they  have  made  several  captures. 

Coinniiinder  Poor  icciiiestH  to  be  informed  what  lie  is  to  do  with  the 
American  sliips,  and  in  case  the  obstructions  are  not  removed  from 
the  bar  at  the  end  of  the  fifteen  days,  if  the  foreign  ships  are  to  be 
allowed  an  extension  of  time. 

Fhig-Oflicer  Stringhani  not  having  arrived,  I  sliall  instruct  Com- 
mander Poor  to  allow  the  neutral  sliips  an  extension  of  time,  and  to 
place  the  American  vessels  on  the  same  footing  if  clearly  sutisQed  that 
the  cargoes  are  not  the  property  of  citizens  of  New  Orleans  or  of  any 
of  the  secession  States,  and  to  permit  them  to  employ  tugs  to  drag  them 
over  the  bar  as  soon  as  possilile. 

In  regard  to  emigrant  ships,  I  have  instructed  him  that  if  after 
a  careful  examination  lie  is  clearly  satisfied  that  they  have  not  sufti- 
cient  provision  and  water  to  carry  them  to  the  nearest  neutral  port,  ho 
may  allow  the  emigrants  to  be  sent  to  New  Orleau.s. 

I  can  see  no  other  course,  as  it  would  not  be  projier  to  turn  off  inno- 
cent people  to  sutt'er  and  perhaps  perish  by  starviition  cjr  drought.  I 
presume  there  will  be  but  few  more  cases  of  the  kin<l,  as  the  news  of 
the  blockailc  will  have  soon  reached  Europe,  Commaiirler  Poor  states 
in  his  eomniunicatioii  that  ho  has  been  informed  that  all  American  ves- 
sels in  the  port  of  New  Orleans  after  the  fith  instant  will  be  seize<i  .and 
the  captains  and  crews  made  prisoners  of  war. 

The  Jirooklj/n  and  Potckttfait  are  both  getting  very  short  of  coal,  but 
1  hope  a  supply  will  soon  reach  them  from  Key  We.-Jt  or  Havana.  No 
neutral  vessel  has  arrived  oH'tliis  place  since  tlie  commencement  of  the 
blockade,  and  all  neutral  and  American  vessels  have  left  Mobile.  Two 
Engli.sh  shi]ia  and  an  American  brigaiitine,  Ijelonging  to  and  boun<l  to 
New  York,  came  out  on  the  ;Ust  ultimo.  A  small  steamer  is  needed 
here,  and  several  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

This  ship  is  very  slow  in  answering  her  helm,  and,  owing  to  this  and 
her  very  great  length  and  heavy  draft  of  water,  is  much  less  efficient 
in  blockade  than  she  would  be  in  an  attack  upon  a  fort  or  batteries, 
for  which  .ser\ice,  with  her  twelve  Xl-inch  guns,  she  is  admirably 
calculated. 

fl  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  W,  McKean, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present 
Hon.  GtDBON  Welles, 
L         Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waahington,  D.  C. 
R 
0, 
HC 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Craven,  U.  S,  Wavy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Crusader^ 
regarding  condition  of  that  ressel. 

D.  S.  S,  Crusader, 

Key  West,  June  4, 1861. 
Sir:  By  the  last  mail  I  forwarded  to  the  Navy  Department  drawings 
of  the  boiler  of  this  ship. 

I  am  extremely  anxious  that  the  ship  shall  be  rendered  efficient  for 
active  service.  Wo  are  now  perfectly  helpless  about  one-half  the  time 
ftt)m  the  constant  and  increasing  leaky  condition  of  the  boiler.    Let 
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me  urge  upon  you  the  importance  to  me  of  expediting  the  new  boiler, 
as  in  tliese  times  one  does  not  wish  to  be  inactive. 
Very  rcs[)ectlnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  AtTGS.  Oravbn, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
John  Lenthall,  Esq., 

Cliicf  of  Bureau  of  Cowitruction,  etc. 

[Endorwmeut.] 

JimE  19,  1861. 

A  drawing  of  a  new  boiler  for  the  Vruander  has  been  sent  to  the  New 
York   navy  yard  with  instructions  to  build   it  with  all  practicable 
I,       disiJUtch. 
I  B.  F.  ISHBBWOOD, 

I       Report  of  TAeuienant  Ronckendorff,  U.  8.  Kavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
I  Water  Witch,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Key  West  from  Fort 

(         Pickens. 

^K  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 

^P  Off  Key  West,  June  4, 1861. 

*  Siu:  I  arrived  here  on  tlifi  31st  Tiltimo  from  Fort  Pickens.     I  am  hav- 

ing repairs  done  to  the  engine  mid  boilers,  deemed  necessary  by  the 
senior  engineer.  1  liope  to  get  through  with  tliem  and  coal,  so  [as]  to 
leave  when  the  mail  arrives,  which  is  expected  within  the  next  forty- 
eight  hours. 

1  left  the  anchorage  ofi'  Pensacola  bar  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  iu  company  with  the  U.  S.  8.  Ifiagara,  losing  sight  of 
her  about  2  p.  ui.  The  Habine  and  Uuntsville  were  at  anchor  when  I 
left. 

About  150  miles  out  I  spoke  the  steamer  Mount  Vernon,  having  in 
tow  the  stoamer  Parkrrsburg,  which  was  disabled  from  the  breaking  of 
her  shaft. 

Since  my  last  communication  there  has  been  a  case  of  smallpox  on 
board,  but  of  a  mild  form  and  of  short  duration ;  at  present  all  are  well. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Ronokendoupf, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  A  dams,  U,  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Pensacola, 
of  the  detention  of  the  U,  8.  8.  Mount  Vernon. 

U.  8.  Peigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pensacola,  June  4,  1861, 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  breaking  of  the  shaft  of  the  hired  steamer 
Parkersburg,  I  iiave  found  it  neeessary  to  detain  the  Mount  Vernon  at 
this  place  live  days,  and  then  send  her  to  tow  the  Parkersburg  to  the 
Niagara,  oft'  Mobile. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain f  and  Senior  Officer  Present, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington, 
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mior  offH-er  present  off  Pensa- 
cola,  of  the  position  of  the  vessels  in  the  Gulf. 

U.  S.  Frioate  Sabine, 

Off  I'ensacola,  June  5,  lfi61. 
8eh  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arriviil  of  the.  steamer  Mount 
V<mon  from  New  York  at  this  jihice  on  the  .'5()tli  altJmo.  She  had  iu 
tow  tlie  I'arhrrsburfi,  laden  witli  live  stock  and  fresh  provisions  for  the 
siina<lron,  whieli  vessel  had  broken  her  shaft  on  the  jiassage  ont.  The 
Bupjily  of  fresh  j^rovisions  is  very  seasonable.  The  scurvy  lias  nearly 
(Hsappeared  from  this  ship.  The  Niariura  is  ott  Mobile;  the  Brooklifn 
and  Powhatan  oS  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

No  demoiistratioUN  have  yet  been  made  against  Fort  Pickens,  I 
continue  t^)  occujjy  a  position  with  this  sUiii  which  I  think  will  effec- 
tually prevent  hostile  troops  from  approaching  it  by  way  of  Santa  Rosa 
Island. 

Yesterday  the  South  Carolina  arrived  ft-om  Boston  with  some  heavy 
mortars  and  ordnance  stores  for  Fort  Pickens,  which  I  will  have  landed 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  boats  of  this  shiji  are  uow  engaged  in  discharging  a  schooner 
loaded  with  similar  materials. 

Very  respectfully,  yoiu-  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Settlor  0£kxr  Present. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navi/,  Washington, 


Beport  of  Commander  Alden,   U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  South] 
Carolina,  of  arrival  off  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  S.  S,  SOUTU  Oauolina, 

Off  Fort  Picl-ens,  June  5,  IStil. 
Sfr:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  last  evening,  after  a 
delay  of  some  thirty  six  hours  at  Key  West,  occasioned  by  some  ueces- 
Baxy  repairs  to  machinery  and  coaling. 

liespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jamks  Alden, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Captain  MoKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Mobile, 
of  thr  position  of  vessels  and  affairs  in  the  Gulf,  and  of  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  Aid  in  Mobile  Buy. 

U.  9.  Steau  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off'  Mjubile,  June  C,  ISGl. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Parkersburg  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  tbo 
4th  instant  from  off'  Pensaeola.  Having  earned  away  her  shaft,  slie 
was  brought  here  in  tow  of  the  Mount  Vernon.  The  proportion  of  the 
supplies  for  this  ship  will  be  transferred  from  her  to  day,  and  she  will 
proceed  this  evening  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  deliver  the  bal- 
ance to  the  Brooklyn  and  Powhatan. 

The  fresh  jirovisions  and  vegetables  are  very  acceptable,  as  the  crews 
of  most  of  the  vea.'sels  have  been  long  without  a  supply  of  this  kind. 
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1  learu  from  Captain  Adams  that  the  8t.  TjOuu  had  an-ived,  aud  I 
herewith  enclose  a  crii)y  of  a  letter  re«eived  from  her  coniinniuler.  I 
have  instriK'ted  Captain  Adams  to  send  the  St.  Louis  to  this  j>laoe  on 
the  10th  instant.  Ujjon  her  arrival,  1  will  proceed  with  the  Xiagara 
ofl'  Pensaeola  and  dispatch  the  y/M/(^*(i7/e;  iniiuediately  here,  Hy  that 
time  I  hope  the  \S\>jiiHdotto  will  have  retiu  ned  from  Key  West,  where 
she  has  been  detained  to  rei)air  lier  machinery.  On  her  arrival,  as  more 
vessels  are  needed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississijij)!,  I  shall  proceed 
there  in  this  ship,  unless  I  hear  iti  the  meantime  that  other  vessels  have 
reached  there. 

A  supply  of  coal  will  soon  be  needed  for  the  Niagara.  1  have  not 
ordered  it  from  Key  West,  as  I  am  informed  by  your  chief  eufrineer, 
Mr.  Lonj;,  that  when  he  left  >"ew  York  vessels  were  al^out  beiu{j  char- 
tered to  bring  down  a  supply.  Should  it  not  arrive  1  may  be  compelled 
to  proceed  to  Key  West. 

1  neglected  to  report  in  my  communication  of  the  4th  instant  that  on 
my  arrival  at  Pensaeola  1  administered  an  oath  (a  copy  of  which  is 
hei'ewith  transmitted)  to  the  oflicersof  the  Sahine,  lirooklpn,  Pouhatan, 
Jlunt^ifilli,  Waltf  W itch,  ixuil  Jieleane.  It  was  taken,  1  believe,  and  sub- 
scribed to  by  all,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  of  the  roichatuit, 
who  were  unable  to  get  on  board  the  Xiuyaru  for  the  purpose,  aud 
Lieutenant  J.  L.  IJroome,  Lieutenant  George  R.  Graham, of  the  Marine 
Corps,  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Marshall  P.  Jordan,  who  refused. 
1  leave  them  to  assign  their  reasons  to  the  Dei»artnient. 

No  opi)ortunity  of  sending  these  otUcers  to  the  North  oflered  at  the 
time,  but  as  Comniander  Glisson  has  orders  to  i)ro<eed  in  the  steamer 
Moinit  Vernon  to  the  Chesapeake,  I  shall  order  them  to  take  passage  in 
her,  and  on  her  arrival  to  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  there. 
Some  of  the  otlicers  eonsideretl  the  administration  of  the  oath  by  me 
a  high-handed  measure,  but  I  trust  it  will  meet  your  apprt)batioii. 

A  schooner,  supposed  to  be  armed,  and  having  a  number  of  meu  on 
her  deck,  has  been  seen  for  a  number  of  <lays  past  beating  about  the 
harbor  of  Mobile,  just  \iitiiin  the  bar.  Yest<»rday  morning  she  was 
discovered  becalmed  alongside  the  wreck  of  a  large  ship,  with  a  num- 
ber of  hands  apparently  engage<l  in  dismantling  her.  Lieutenauta 
Guest,  de  Krafl't,  and  Lie\>touant  IJutler,  of  the  marines,  and  .Midship- 
men O'Kane,  Swann,  and  Casey,  were  dispatched  in  three  boats  to  cut 
her  out,  the  boats  being  towed  in  near  the  bar  by  the  steamer  Mount 
Vernon,  They  reached  the  schooner  about  3  o'clock,  took  possession, 
and  bionght  her  out.  She  is  not  armed,  but  is  a  strong  built  and  wcll- 
fuuud  vessel  of  about  100  tons,  called  tlie  Aid,  and  belongs  to  Jlobile. 

Had  I  not  supposed  she  was  armed  I  would  not  have  sent  in  after 
her,  I  feel  justilied,  however,  in  keeping  her,  as  the  enemy  have  cap- 
tured several  of  our  vessels  in  the  Mississippi.  She  sails  fast,  and  I 
j)urpose  to  mount  a  li4pounder  howitzer  upon  her  (she  could  carry  a 
long  .Sii  pouuder)  and  to  emi)loy  her  to  aid  in  the  blockade  until  the 
arrival  of  the  flag  otticer,  when  she  can  be  restored  or  sent  to  Key 
\V  est  for  adjudication,  as  he  n)ay  deem  beet. 

I  am,  very  re8i)ectfallv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKkan, 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Uon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — I  find  that  I  misunderstood  Mr.  Long  in  regard  to  a  supply  of 
coal.  lie  states  that  vessels  were  about  being  chartered  for  Key  West, 
not  the  Gulf. 
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Copy  of  oath. 

We,  tbo  undersigned,  officers  of  the  United  States  Navy,  do  solemnly 
swear  to  bear  true  allt'jjiaiiee  to  tbo  United  States  of  Ameriea,  and  to 
serve  tbeui  bonestly  and  faithfully  ayaiuat  all  their  enciuies  or  oijpos- 
ers  whomsoever,  and  to  observe  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbo  United  States  of  America  and  the  orders  of  the  oflicers 
appointed  over  us,  aud  in  all  things  to  conform  ourselves  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  bo  enacted  by  Con- 
gress for  the  better  gitvei  iiment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  we  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Off  Pe^tsaada,  June  1, 1S61. 

Sre:  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  state  of  the 
ship  under  my  command,  .so  tliat  in  the  event  of  anything  occurring  in 
wltii'h  the  matter.-*  reported  are  involved  I  shall  be  relieved  of  any 
responsibility. 

Tliis  ship  was  fitted  out  for  two  years'  crnise.  She  has  now  been  out 
two  years  and  five  months.  During  tlte  greater  part  of  that  time  she 
was  on  the  5Ios()uito  coav^t,  wliere  the  rains  are  almo.st  constant  (the 
intervals  being  but  very  siiort);  her  sails  conscqnently  sufl'ered  very 
much,  and  she  has  at  this  time  but  one  suit,  aud  they  are  not  to  be 
depended  upon  m  case  the  shij)  should  be  caught  in  a  gale  on  a  lee 
shore  where  they  would  be  required  to  claw  the  ship  olf;  and  in  the 
performance  of  this  duty  of  blockading  she  is  most  likely  at  some  time 
to  bo  bronght  in  such  a  position,  when  she  nnist  iiievital)ly  goon  shore. 
I  would  also  state  that  there  is  not  a  spare  breeching  in  the  shijt,  aud 
those  which  are  now  in  use  have  seen  good  service. 

In  additiim  to  the  loregniiig  imjiortant  matters,  I  would  respectfully 
state  that  the  men  of  this  ship,  as  represented  to  nie  by  the  surgeon, 
are  in  a  conqiletely  enervated  state,  having  been  cooped  up  in  this  ship 
in  a  tropical  climate  for  nearly  two  years  and  a  half,  and  they  are  con- 
secpiently  most  susceptible  to  disea.se,  which  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  the  sick  list  has  shown  an  average  of  twenty  eight  for  the  last 
week.  That  number  <if  men,  added  to  the  number  that  the  shij)  is 
short  of  her  cumplemeiit,  which  is  twelve,  makes  ns  forty  working  ineu 
deficient,  whidi  is  materially  felt  in  her  management. 

I  feel  sure  if  the  Department  were  awareof  the  condition  of  this  ship 
and  crew,  and  of  her  utter  inetHciency  in  her  present  state  for  tins  kind 
of  duty  (taking  her  safety  into  consideration),  that  they  would  imme- 
diately order  her  home  Ibr  another  oittlit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

fALKX.  Gibson, 
Comvmnder. 
Captain  William  W.  McKean, 
Senior  Officer  Prenent  off  Mobile. 
k 
m 
■»0J 


iSxtracta  of  personal  letter  from  Captain  Adams,  U.  8.  Nary,  senior 
officer  present  off  Prnsacola,  to  Captain  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  relative 
to  affairs  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

[U.  S.  Frigate]  Sabine, 

Off  Pensacoia,  June  6',  1861. 
My  Deak  Dr  Pom:  Since  the  monstrous  long  letter  I  wrote  to  youj 
■»ome  time  ago  not  much  of  any  cousequence  has  transpired  here.    Fort] 
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Pickens  is  still  safe,  thougli  tlireatenetl  by  Bragg  with  8,000  or  10,000 
men,  and  onr  Leavy  work  and  viglliince  still  continue.  It  seems  as  if 
heavy  guns,  mortars,  military  stores,  jtroviaions,  etc.,  never  would  cease 
arriving  lor  the  I'ort,  and  tliis  sliii)  Las  to  land  them  all,  for  McKeau 
came  lierc  tlic  of  her  ilay  and  carried  oft'  tbe  Brooklyn  and  Pairhalan  to 
blockade  Mobile  and  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  I  have  seen  in  the 
rhiladelpltia  ICvcning  Hullctin  a  very  handsome  and  complimentary 
defense  of  my  character  and  actions  against  an  attack  by  some  aiiony- 
moua  writer  from  the  Ilrool.lyn  in  the  New  York  Tribune.  The  article 
in  tbe  Tribune  is  a  tissue  of  lies  from  beginning  to  end,  and  is  written 
by  someone  who  in  a  tbrtner  commuuieation  did  us  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
chief here,  which  I  will  tell  you  of  some  of  these  days.  I  suspect  who 
it  is,  and  he  has  no  great  reason  to  like  me  i)ersonally.  The  officers  of 
this  ship  are  very  indignant  and  would  like  to  do  something  terrible. 
But  who  can  fight  against  a  shadow  f 

•  •••••• 

The  South  Carolina  arrived  here  the  day  before  yesterday  from  Bos- 
ton. Alden,  who  commands  her,  says  Mervine  is  on  his  way  here  in  the 
Mis»issipi>i,  and  this  ship  isordercil  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  If  this  is  so, 
I  may  hojK3  to  see  you  before  long  and  have  a  good  old-fashioned  talk 
about  times  past  and  present.  In  the  meantime,  God  bless  you.  •  •  • 
Ever  truly,  your  attached  friend, 

H.  A.  Adams. 
Captain  S,  F.  Du  Pont. 


Report  of  oommandant  nary  yard,  yew  York,  regarding  surfhoats  for 

Oulf  l<quadron. 

Navy  Yard,  New  Youk,  June  ~,  1861. 

Sir  :  T  was  directed  on  the  IGth  of  May  ultimo,  by  a  telegraphic  dis- 
patch from  the  Dci)artmcnt,  to  send  surflxiats  to  the  (Inlf  The  nund)er 
was  not  stated  nor  any  especial  order  for  their  disposition  on  arrival 
there.  I  purchased  two  which  were  ready  and  scut  them  by  the  steamer 
R.  R.  Cuyler,  to  be  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Gulf 
Squadron.  Six  more  will  lie  ready  in  four  <lays,  and  I  intended  to  send 
them  by  the  DayHijhi;  she  goes,  however,  to  the  Chesapeake.  What 
disposition  shall  I  make  of  the  six  when  ready! 

A  telegram  directed  to  Captain  Foote  was  received  last  evening  in 
relation  to  boats  for  landing  guns,  stores,  etc.  I  enclose  it  to  the 
Department  that  it  may  see  its  itidistinctness  and  informality.  If  I 
was  informed  of  the  size  and  the  guns  to  be  put  in  tiiem  for  conveyance, 
where  to  send  and  to  whom  to  consign  them,  I  could  more  readily  sub- 
serve the  public  interests.  I  re8i>ectfully  request  instructions.  If  the 
Votomac's  launches  are  used  for  this  purpose  new  ones  nmst  be  con- 
structed, which  can  bo  done  before  she  can  be  got  rea<ly  for  sea. 
Besides  her  two  launchers  we  have  one  other  and  three  cutters  to  spare. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Breese, 
Comtnand/int. 
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ITelegram.  | 

Brookltn,  June  7, 1801. 
Telegram  from  Colonel  Meiffs  to  Captain  Foote  relative  to  boats  is 
received,  wliich  I  do  not  understand.    Will  the  Department  send  me 
expli'/it  inatrnctioiis? 

Wp  Lave  six  launches  and  cutters  available.    Two  of  the  launcbe.s 
belong  to  the  Polomiic. 

SA3IL.   L.   B REESE. 

Commodore  Pauldino, 

Navy  Dejiartment, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  JTctc  York 

regarding  «urfhoain. 

Navy  Department,  June  8, 1861. 
Sin:  Tonr  letter  of  the  7th  instant  has  been  received.    The  six  surf- 
boats  referred  to  can  be  sent  to  the  Gulf  as  convenient  opportunities 
ofler.    Kach  vessel  should  have  one  whalebo-.tt. 

Colonel  Meifjs  or  his  u.i;ent  can  have  any  launches  that  are  snitnblo 
for  landing  puns  on  Santa  llosn  Island,  pioviiUd  the  Navy  can  spare 
them,  he  rei-eiptiiij,'  therefor. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commodore  S.  L.  BuEESE, 

Commandant  Natiy  Yard,  New  York. 


(eport  of  Lieutenant  MnUany,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  <9.  ship  Supply, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  New  York  from  Pensacola, 

U.  S.  Ship  Supply, 
Nary  Yard,  New  York,  June  14,  ISfil. 
SiB:  In  obedience  to  instructions,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
enclosed,  I  sailed  from  the  anchorage  otl'  Peti.oacola  the  1-th  ultimo, 
touching  at  Tortugas  and  Key  West  to  deliver  provisions  to  the  St. 
lA)uis  and  Vrimader,  and  have  arrived  at  this  jwrt  this  niorning  in 
twelve  days  from  Key  West,  bringing  home  twenty  four  invalids  from 
the  fleet. 

1  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  report  in  relation 
to  the  conduct  of  Charles  H.  McCaun.     I  have  just  received  a  letter 
from  him  and  enclose  a  copy  of  it.     He  is  now  in  cdnfincment,  where  I 
shall  keej)  him  awaiting  instructions  in  reference  to  his  case. 
I  endo.se  a  list  of  the  oflicers  and  crew  attached  to  the  Supply, 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K,   M.   Ml'LLANV, 

Lieutenant,  Vummanding. 
Hon.  GroEON  Welles, 
^^^  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waxhington,  D.  0. 

I^^^^L^^  [Encloxure.] 

^^^^P  n.  S.  Frigate  SAnrNE, 

^^^™^  Off  rnixaroln.  May  11,  ISni. 

m  Sir:  As  soon  as  the  ^M|>p/y  is  ready  for  sea  and  you  have  received 

^        the  sick  of  the  squadron  on  board  you  will  j>rocecd  to  Tortugas  and 
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deliver  to  the  St.  Jjouis  tbe  provisions  and  stores  yon  have  on  board  for 
her.  After  this  you  will  go  to  Key  West  and  give  the  Crusader  her 
provisions.  Should  any  stores  or  provisions  remain  after  supplying  these 
vessels  you  will  leave  them  with  the  naval  storekeejjer  at  Key  West. 
You  will  then  proceed  direct  to  New  York,  and  on  arriving  there  report 
by  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  NaA^. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain,  Henior  Ojffivcr  Present. 
Lieutenant  J.  R.  M.  Mfllany, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Supply. 


AbitractH  of  log  hookn  of  United  Staien  vesseh*  which  served  in  the  Qui/ 
of  Me jn CO  during  the  period  from  November,  1860,  to  June  7,  1861. 

Abitract  log  of  the  V.  S.  S,  Cnuader,  lientsnant  T.  A.  Cravon,  oommauiUag,  Maroh  16  to 

IfUy  iiO,  1861. 

March  16, 1861. — At  1 :  40  p,  m.  got  underway  and  stood  down  to 
Sandy  Hook. 

March  i>:j. — At  6 :  35  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Government  wharf  ( Key 
West). 

April  13. — At  5  p.  m.  steamed  down  to  Fort  Taylor;  anchored  off 
the  fort  and  received  thirty-two  soldiers  and  accoutermeuts;  took  a 
barge  in  tow  with  gnus  and  ammunition.  At  10:45  sent  troops  on 
board  and  lighter  alongside  the  U.  8.  8.  Atlantic. 

April  26. — .At  8  a.  m.  standing  for  llavana. 

April  27. — From  8  to  meridian :  Saluted  the  Spanish  tiag  with  twenty- 
one  guns  and  the  Spanish  admiral  with  thirteen  guns. 

April  .30. — At  7:  40  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Key  West. 

Mail  S. — From  8  to  meridian:  Boarded  the  English  schooner  3fary 
Jane  from  Nassau  and  gave  him  acopy  of  the  declaration  t  of  the  block- 
ade at  this  port.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Boarded  the  smack  W.  U. 
Midtllitoiiyirom  Havana;  no  cargo.  On  the  7th  of  May  boarded  an 
American  schooner  from  Vera  Cruz. 

Maif  II. — At  5  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  stood  to  sea.  At  7  Morro 
light  [Havana]  bore  by  compass  8.  i  W.,  8  miles. 

May  Ij. — At  Q-.'lii  a.  m.  came  to  off  Key  West.  From  meridian  to 
4  p.  m. :  lioarded  schooner  Elizabeth  Rusael,  from  Cedar  Keys,  and  the 
Fashioti. 

May  15. — From  8  to  meridian :  Fired  a  shot  across  the  bow  of  the 
steamer  Louisiana  to  make  her  show  her  colors.  Brought  the  sloop 
Burrows  to  with  a  shot. 

May  IS. — From  8  to  meridian :  Fired  a  shot  to  prevent  the  sloop  Ellen 
Oalltgen  from  sailing  contrary  to  orders. 

May  30. — From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Brig  Mystic  arrived  with  troops ;  boarded 
a  brig  arrived  yesterday.  From  8  to  meridian:  Seized  the  smack  Nep- 
tune and  anchored  her  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Taylor.  Mounted 
24  iwunder  howitzer  on  port  bow;  sent  on  board  the  cutter  .4|>p/cto« 
^our  meu  with  12-i)ouuder  howitzer,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Duncan. 

'  Where  v*KHB«ls  are  mentioned  in  tbe  procedin);  tost  and  uo  abgtruct  Xoe  nppeara 
ID  thia  work  it  is  either  becumtc  tbe  lot;  books  have  not  been  found  or  the  incidents 
mentioned  in  them  are  not  of  suQivient  importance  to  juoti^  their  publication, — 

COJUMLKRS. 

tSeep.  159. 
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Abetxaet  log  of  the  V.  B.  B.  Niagara,  Hay  5  to  June  7,  1861,  Captain  William  W.  HoXean, 

oonmi&ndiiig  ■ 

May  .5, 1861. — At  2  p.  in.  got  underway  and  steamed  out  of  tbe  harbor 
[New  York]. 

May  10. — At  8:30  p.  m.  fired  a  gun  and  brought  to  the  American 
slup  Katahdiii,  from  Liverpool  to  Savannah;  lowered  the  second  cutter, 
boarded  her,  and  warne<l  her  otif  the  coast.  At  10:45  came  to  oil' 
Charleston. 

May  11. — At  11:50  a.  ni.  hoisted  the  ensign  and  fired  a  gun  and 
brought  to  a  large  8bii>  showing  English  colors;  lowereil  second  cutter, 
boarded  and  warned  off  the  English  ship  Boyne.  At  1  p.  m.  discovered 
a  steamer  standing  out  of  Charleston  Harbor;  stood  for  her  and  dis- 
covered a  second  steamer  having  the  Confederate  tlag  and  aiiparently 
tilled  with  men;  beat  to  ([uar(eis  and  prepared  for  action,  loading  both 
batteries  with  15-8ecoud  shell.  On  ueaiing  the  entrance  to  South 
Channel  one  stciimer  stood  into  port,  the  other  keeping  close  inslmro 
beyoiitl  our  range;  steered  a])pareiitiy  for  Savannah.  Discovered 
twenty-eight  large  armed  launches  (illed  with  men  on  the  bar  abreast 
tbe  light-house.  At  ."5  couttnned  in  chase.  At  1  the  chase,  being  unable 
to  pass  clear  of  us,  continued  in  shoal  water  and  put  back  to  Charleston. 

May  13. — At  7;3((  a.  m.  boarded  and  warned  off  several  ships  bound 
forCbarlestt^in.  Erom  8  a.m.  to  meridian :  At  !♦,  observing  the  American 
ship  General  rarlchUl  was  making  signals  with  the  shore,  tired  a  shell 
across  ber  bows  and  brought  her  to;  sent  a  boat  alongside  and  took 
possession  of  her.  At  11 :  30  .sent  Midsliiijman  Schley  and  a  prize  crew 
of  ten  men  on  board.  The  General  I'arkhill  was  owned  in  and  bound 
for  Charleston. 

May  13. — At  4:45  p.  ni.  a  small  steamer  carrying  English  colors  and 
a  flag  of  truce  at  the  fore  came  alongside  and  the  English  (sonsul  came 
on  board. 

May  I'J. — At  9 :  50  a.  m.  ran  into  the  harbor  of  Havana.  Sent  an 
officer  and  boat's  crew  to  haul  down  two  Confederate  flags  flying  at 
the  mastheads  of  two  brigantines,  who  wore  an  exceedingly  small 
American  tiag  at  their  main  topping  lifts.  Confederate  flags  were 
hauled  down  and  boat  returned. 

May  25. — At  S:-15  came  to  anchor  off  Santa  Rosa  Island,  Florida. 

May  29. — At  anchor  oH"  Mobile.  At  3  p.  m.  Fort  Morgan  tried  the 
range  of  one  of  her  beav-y  guns  with  shell,  reaching  nearly  across  the 
main  channel. 

Mny  .>/. — IJoarded  tbe  Yehuco  from  Galvostoti  and  ordered  her  to  hoist 
her  colors;  she  replied  that  she  had  none;  sent  an  ottjcer  to  board  her, 
and  brought  ber  captain  on  board;  sent  her  captain  back,  hoi.sted  the 
boat,  and  stood  for  tbe  bar.  From  meridian  to  4  p.m.:  Standing  otl' 
and  on  the  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay.  At  2  boarded  the  English  ship 
Perthxhire,  from  Mttbile  IVu'  Liverpool.  At  Ti  boarded  the  ship  Uramley 
Moore,  from  Mobile  for  Jjiverpool.  Prom  fi  to  8  boarded  tbe  brigantine 
East  and  brought  the  captain  on  board.  The  Eant  was  from  Mobile, 
bound  to  New  York  with  a  cargo  of  resin  and  turpentine. 

Jitue  1. — At  8  a.  ni.  tbe  Mount  Vernon  returned,  bringing  back  the 
brigantine  East,  which  lia«l  been  suspected  of  making  night  signals  to 
the  shore.  On  examination  released  ber  and  she  sailed  for  New  York. 
At  11  discovered  a  steamer  under  the  land  standing  toward  us,  the 
Mount  Vernon  intercepting  her  and  firing  two  guns.  We  got  underway 
and  stooil  for  them.  She  proved  tt»  be  the  English  steamer  Miramou, 
under  consular  i)apers  from  Havana,  with  passengers  for  New  Orleans, 
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and  was  sent  up  by  the  Brooklyn  for  trying  to  avoid  bcinp  inlornieil  of 
the  blo(!kivdo  of  ^ew  Orleans,  On  examination,  finding  she  was  out  of 
provisions  and  coal  and  her  passengers  in  distress,  she  was  permitted 
to  land  them  at  Mobile  under  i)ledgo  to  leave  port  withoat  ca«go  as 
soon  as  she  sliould  ohtaiii  [irovisions. 

•June  .'>. — At  1  p.  ni.,  observing  operations  of  a  suspicious  chara«;fer 
going  on  on  board  of  a  hulk  lying  between  Daniiliin  and  Sand  Islands, 
and  that  communication  was  taking  jilace  with  a  schooner  anchored 
near  her,  sent  the  Mount  I'rrnon  with  our  second  and  fourth  cutters 
aiid  the  Dolphin  in  tow  to  examine  the  hnlk  and  cut  out  the  schooner. 
From  ()  to  8  p.  m. :  The  boat  expedition  returnefl  with  the  schooner 
Aid,  of  Mobile,  as  a  iirize. 

,hine  7. — At  7  p.  m.  got  underway  an«l  stood  for  a  schooner;  bailed 
her  and  found  her  to  bo  the  Eliza  Fiske,  of  Key  West,  bound  to  New 
Orleans;  bronglit  the  laptiiiu  on  board  with  his  papers,  but  having  no 
clearance  ordered  him  to  anchor  near  us  for  the  night. 

C    Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  B.  8.  Powhatan,  April  5  to  Jime  3,  1861,  Commander  D,  0.  Porter,  ■ 

commanding.  ^^M 

April  5,  1861. — Ship  put  in  commission  at  Brooklyn  navy  yard.  ^^| 

April  6. — At  5:40  p.  m.  discharged  the  pilot  ami  took  our  departure. 

April  IT. — At  1:3(*  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Santa  Eosa  Island, 
Florida. 

April  18. — Off  Fort  Pickens.  At  1  p.  m.  disjjatched  working  boats. 
Made  a  schooner  with  a  gun  annd.ships  and  a  large  number  of  men 
on  board,  standing  on  and  oil  Santa  Kosa  Island.  Called  away  first 
Innnch,  jmt  on  b<jard  the  gun,  and  sent  her  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Thompson  to  anchor  ofl'  the  beach  and  open  fire  upon  her  [the  schooner]. 
Lieutinant  Thompson  returned  with  the  launch. 

April  23. — From  G  to  8  p.  ni:  Information  having  been  received  from 
Colonel  Browii,  commanding  Fort  Pickens,  that  the  secessionists  with 
two  steamers  and  several  boats  were  attempting  to  land  on  SiintaKosa 
Island,  Lieutenant  Thompson  was  dispatched  with  the  second  launch, 
armed  with  a  howitzer  and  marines  to  watch  their  motions.  The  Sabine 
and  lirookh/n  also  sent  a  boat. 

May  1. — From  8  to  meridian:  Received  from  the  shore  a  12pounder 
howitzer.  At  ll.l!i>  a.  m.  a  tugboat  flying  the  Srmthern  Confederacy 
flag  can)e  ont  and  went  alongside  the  Sabine. 

May  11. — From  t  to  8  a.  m :  Sent  on  board  the  Philadelphia  two  heavy 
12-pounder  howitzers,  with  field  and  boat  carriages  and  all  the  appur- 
tenances complete. 

May  15. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m :  Lieutenant  Brown  in  the  Oriental 
boarded  the  schooner  7>trt»ia,  from  Mobile,  bound  to  I'ensacola;  brought 
on  board  from  her  passengers  Mr.  Kusaell,  of  the  London  Times,  and 
suite.  Sent  them  to  the  Sabine  to  communicate  with  Captain  Adams, 
who  granted  them  permi.ssion  to  enter  the  harbor. 

May  30. — Lieutenant  Brown  boarded  the  schooner  Oulf  Ran^jer  and 
wiuned  her  not  to  come  ont  the  harbor.  An  oflBcer  went  from  her  to 
the  Sabine.  The  tugboat  with  a  flag  of  truce  at  1 :  15  p.  m.  stood  in  for 
the  harbor  again.  At  8:30  rockets  were  fired  on  shore;  tliey  were 
answered  by  the  Sabine,  Brooklyn,  and  this  ship.  Called  away  all 
boats  and  armed  them. 

May  HI. — At  8:30  p,  m.  sent  secon<l  cutter  with  armed  crew,  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Smith,  to  report  to  Colonel  Brown  at  Fort  Pickens. 
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Mai/  21, — At  12:30  a.  m.  armed  the  third  cutter  and  sent  her  away  in 
charjte  of  Lieutenant  Harris,  to  cut  out  a  schooner  at  anclior  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Perdido  River.  A t  3 : 4(>  p.  ui.  Lieutenant  Harris  returnc-d, 
and  reported  having  {jone  to  the  westward  about  18  miles,  and  that  the 
vessel  after  which  he  wiis  sent  was  a  wreck  that  had  been  there  some 
time. 

May  26. — Received  orders  from  Commander  Poor  to  go  off  Mobile 
and  remain  there  until  relieved.  .\t  0:30  p.  m.  descried  the  fort,  and 
anchored  oft'  Mobile.  Observed  on  I'ort  Morgan  the  American  ensign, 
union  down,  under  the  Coufedorate  tlag. 

May  2'<, — Th<!  steamer  Hirun  came  out  with  a  Hag  of  trace.  Lieuten- 
ant IJali,  of  the  Southern  Army,  came  on  board  and  deliveied  a  coui- 
munication  from  the  acting  British  consul,  an«l  relumed  with  an 
answer. 

May  29. — Lieutenant  Thompson  was  temiJorarily  detached  from  this 
sbi|t  and  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  8cho<jner  Ofieiital,  and  go  t*> 
Pensacola  and  deliver  her  up  to  Colonel  Brown,  At  2:20  p.  m.  spoke 
tin*  schooner  Mary  Clinton,  of  New  Orleans,  <tom  Charleston,  S.  C, 
bound  to  New  Orleans,  and  ordered  her  to  heave  to.  Sent  Lieutenants 
Brown  and  .Smith  on  board  to  examine  her  jiapers.  Fcmnd  that  the 
re;ji.ster  had  been  en<lor.sed  by  the  Xiayani,  off  Charleston,  S.  C,  warn- 
ing her  off  the  Southern  coast.  Seized  her  as  a  lawful  prize;  sent  Lieu- 
tenant Queen  as  prize  master,  with  two  marines. 

May  30. — At  2:05  p.  ni.  came  to  anchor  off  South  West  Pass, 
Louisiana. 

June  2. — From  12  to  4  \\  m.:  Lieutenant  Brown  boarded  the  English 
schooner  .\^Hdro)iuda-A\u\  English  brig  Kati\  warning  them  not  to  enter 
any  port  south  of  Baltimore  except  Key  West.  While  on  board  the 
Andromtdn  Lieutenant  Brown  was  asked  by  a  man  calliJig  himself 
George  Ellis,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  for  protection  from  the  LTuited 
States,  stating  that  he  had  been  taken  j)risoner  while  emjdoyed  as 
cook  on  board  the  American  ship  Marsliull  by  the  rebel  privateer  1'.  If. 
Try;  that  he  had  been  imprisoned  eight  days  in  New  Orleans,  and 
that  after  his  release  he  conceale<l  him.self  on  board  the  Andromeda  with 
the  intention  of  escaping  and  Joining  some  vessel  of  the  blockading 
s<nia«lron.  Mr.  Brown  brought  him  on  board  and  he  was  shipped  as 
landsman.  The  ca])taiu  of  the  Andromeda  told  Lieutenant  Brown  that 
he  hud  never  seen  the  nuiu  before. 

June  3. — Off  South  West  Pass,  Mi8si8sij>pi  River.  Discovered  ft-om 
toj)  masthead  indications  of  a  battery  being  erected  on  the  point  above 
Pilot  Town.  It  looks  as  if  a  hulk  and  tents  were  jjlaced  there  :ind  lueu 
at  work.  Discovered  tlie  tugboat  Ocain  cttuiing  down  the  river  with  a, 
flag  of  tnice;  had  also  the  English,  French,  and  Bremen  flags.  At 
3  p.  m.  sent  the  bark  alongside  the  tJigboat  and  brought  the  English, 
French,  Bremen,  and  Spanish  consuls  on  boiud. 


Abitnet  log  of  the  TJ, 8.  B.  Bmbine, C»ptam  H.  A.  Aduni,  commanding,  April  IS  to  Jnly  6,  1"6I. 

April  12,  1861. — At  anchor  off  Pensacola  light.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. : 
Hoisted  out  first  cutter  and  sent  it  armed  and  etjuipped  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant  L.  U.  Newman  with  marines  to  the  steamer  Brooklyn.  Fiom 
8  to  midnight:  Hoisted  out  launches;  sent  Com])anies  A,  B,  C,  ami  D. 
landing  parties,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Lewis  (R.  P.  R.)  to  the  1V.v<i«- 
dotte  to  1  eeuforce  Fort  Pickens.  At  9  the  light  of  the  light-house  was 
out. 


April  13. — At  ^^•.'M\  a.  in.  the  stoaiuers  BrooMyn  and  Wyantloitc  came 
out  after  landing  tlic  in;iiiiies  and  artilleiyuKMi  at  Fort  ri<'kens.  Com- 
panies A,  B,  0,  and  I)  returned  on  board. 

April  If!. — At  8 :  15  p.  m.  luirt  Pickens  sent  up  two  rockets;  answered 
with  a  like  nuniber.  Hoisted  out  tlie  boats  and  sent  them  on  boiird  the 
Atltintic,  in  charge  of  Lieutenants  Newman  and  MuCauu,  to  assist  in 
landing  reenforcements  for  Fort  Pickens. 

April  17. — Boats  employed  landing  troops  from  the  Atlantic:  Wyan- 
dotte and  Atlantic  stood  in  close  to  Santa  Rosa  Island.  From  8  to 
meridian:  Officers  and  marine  guard,  with  tiie  exception  of  ten  men, 
relumed  from  Fort  Piekens.  An  lOnglish  war  steamer  appeared  in  the 
oiling.  AtPJ:30  ]!.  m.  tha  rou-liatau  hauled  down  the  English  colors 
and  hoisted  the  American  Hag  and  stood  in  under  tiie  land  and  anchored 
near  the  Alluntic  The  Brooklyn  went  in  and  anchored  near  the^-K^M- 
(e'f  to  cover  the  disembarkation  of  the  light  batteries,  etc. 

April  18. — Boats  assisting  in  discharging  the  Atlantic, 

April  19. — The  //?»(«/«  airived  with  troops  from  New  York  at  midnight. 

April  23. — Atlantic  sailed.  Sent  a  number  of  men  to  helj)  discharge 
the  Illinois. 

April  34. — Sent  boats  to  help  discharge  transport  steamer  Tllinoit. 

April  3(1. — From  meridian  to  4  p.m.:  Still  discharging  Illinoiti. 

May  1. — From  8  a.  m.  to  meridian:  A  steam  tug  flying  a  secession 
flag  and  a  truce  flag  came  out  to  communicate. 

May  2. — Illinois  .sailed. 

May  .V. — Boats  employed  discharging  transiwrt  steamer  rhiladdphia. 

May  7. — From  1  to  0  j).  m.:  Powhatan  and  lirooklyn  got  underway  to 
examine  two  strange  steamers  to  the  westward;  brought  them  down 
near  this  ship. 

May  S. — At  10  the  two  steamers  stood  out  to  the  westward. 

May  13. —  From  meridian  to  4  p.  in.:  Sent  a  boat  up  to  the  navy  yard 
to  communicate  with  (ieneral  Bragg. 

May  11. — The  Philadelphia  llnislied  discharging  ami  sailexl  for  home. 
A  steam  tug  came  out  with  a  tlag  of  truce.  An  officer  from  the  tug 
came  on  Iward  and  returned  at  5  p.  m.,  and  the  tug  Rtoi>d  in. 

May  29. — Landing  troops  and  discharging  steamer  Sutcanec. 

May  30. — From  4  to  (5  \<.  in.;  Sent  a  guard  of  ten  marines  to  guard 
cattle  pen  on  Santa  liosa  Island. 

May  31. — From  C  to  8  p.  ni. :  Boarded  English  bark  Mary  Rogerson 
and  warned  her  oft'  the  coast. 

June  i. — Boats  employed  landing  guns  from  schooner  Roe. 

Jutw  15, — Got  under  way  and  took  departiue  from  Pensacola. 

July  5. — At  anchor  oft'  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Abstract  log  of  tlk«  IT.  8.  8.  South  Carolina,  May  22  to  June  7,  1861,  Comnuuider  JamM  Alden, 

commanding. 

May  32, 1861, — Ship  put  in  commi.ssion  [Boston  navy  yard]. 

May  21. — At  3: 15  p.  m.  cast  oft'  and  steamed  down  the  harbor. 

Jnve  4. — At  3:15  p.  m.  saw  live  sail  at  anchor  oft"  Pensacola  Ilarbor, 
anil  steered  for  them.  At  4:45  passe<l  U.  S.  ship  Sabine  and  came 
to  anchor.  Found  here  at  anchor  IT.  S.  ships  St.  Louis,  Release,  JJunts- 
rillc;  also  an  English  shi)).  reported  to  have  i)nt  in  for  water  and  pro- 
visions: schooner  John  H.  Ror.  discharging  a  cargo  of  guns  and  sheila 
for  Fort  I'ickens;  .schooner  Oriental,  acting  as  guard  for  lleet. 

June  II. — At  11  :r>5  a.  m.  stood  in  toward  Fort  Pickens. 

June  7. — Oischarging  ammunition  for  Fort  Pickens. 
N  VT  E— VOL  4 14 
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Abttnet  log  of  the  IT.  8.  abip  Supply,  January  9  to  June  14,  1861,  Commander  Henry  Waike, 

January  9, 1SG1. — Off  Warrinffton  navy  yard,  I'eiisacola,  Fla.  From 
meridian  to  4  p,  ni. :  Sent  a  boat  to  Fort  Barrancas  to  assist  the  tro«ip8 
in  moving  to  Fort  Pickens. 

Jaiitiury  10. — From  4  to  8  a.  in. :  Stood  down  for  Fort  Pickens,  From 
8  to  meridian :  Assi.sting  the  work  at  Fort  Pickens.  From  meridian  to  4 
p.  m. :  Sent  boat  to  assist  in  removing'  powder  and  different  articles  from 
the  Barrancas  to  Fort  Pickens.  From  4  to  8  p.  m. :  Men  and  boats  assist- 
ing in  getting  Fort  Wckeus  in  a  state  of  defense;  also  sent  to  Fort 
McRee. 

January  11. — An  offic^er  and  boat's  crew  sent  to  cooperate  with  the 
garrison  of  the  fortifications.  A  number  of  men  sent  to  assist  the  gar- 
rison of  Pickens  and  destroy  the  jxjwder  at  Fort  McRee. 

January  IS. — From  meriilian  to  4  ]>.  m.:  The  navy  yard,  marine  bar- 
racks, and  hospital  surrendered  and  hauled  down  the  American  flag  to 
the  State  troops  of  Florida.  I'^rom  4  to  8  p.  m. :  Stood  out  of  tiie  harbor 
and  anchored. 

January  13. —  Was  taken  in  tow  by  the  WyanHoite  and  stoo<l  in  for 
the  harbor  under  liag  of  truce.  Re«'eived  on  board  the  family  of  Lieu- 
tenant Irwin. 

January  14. — Received  men  from  the  hospital  and  men  from  the  yard 
and  baggage  of  the  ollicers  of  the  yard;  also  their  furniture. 

January  15. — Received  on  board  tlie  families  of  the  late  forward  offi- 
cers of  the  navy  yard  jPeiisacola],  and  their  baggage. 

January  16. — At  7  a.  m.  got  underway  atid  stood  out  of  the  harbor 
[Pensacola]. 

February  1. — At  2:  .'50  p.  ni.  arrived  .at  the  navy  yard,  New  York. 

March  0. — At  1  p.  m.  shiii  went  in  commission,  roinmander  A.  Gibson 
in  command. 

March  J.J. — At  10  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  down  the  harbor 
[New  York]. 

April  7. — Came  to  anchor  in  the  harlrar  of  Pensacola. 

April  11. — At  'J  p.  in.  the  Brtwl-li/n  got  underway  and  stood  in 
toward  the  liarbor,  and  during  the  night  landed  the  troops  and  marines 
on  board,  to  reentorce.  Fort  Pickens. 

April  10. — At  5  p.  m.  steamer  AthiHiic  arrived  with  troops  and  mnni- 
tions  of  war  for  Fort  Pickens.  During  the  night  ^400  troops  were  landed 
on  Santa  Rosa  Island  by  the  boats  of  the  8(jua<lron. 

April  17. — Lieutenant  J.  R.  M.Mullany  took  command  of  this  ves- 
sel. Boats  of  the  squadron  employetl  hiiidiug  troops  and  munitions 
of  war. 

April  J.s  and  19. — Boats  from  squadron  employed  landing  munitiona 
of  war  and  army  stores  from  Atlnndc  on  Santa  IJosa  Island. 

June  14. — Standing  into  New  York. 


Abitract  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8. 


Wyandotte,   January  12  to  Hay  16, 
Borryman,  commanding. 


1861,    lieutenant  0.  K. 


January  13,  18C1. — At  2  p.  m.  the  American  ensign  and  tlag-officer's 
flag  were  hauled  down  at  the  navy  yard. 

January  II. — Florida  forces  lioi.sted  the  American  flag  with  lone  star, 

January  18. — Sent  six  marines  to  Fort  Pickens. 

Januari/  JJO. — At  11  a.  m.  six  marines  and  ten  seamen  volunteered  and 
went  on  shore  to  assist  at  Fort  I^ickens.  From  8  to  12  midnight :  Seut 
teu  men  to  Fort  Pickena  to  assist  in  mounting  guns. 
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March  9. — At  7  p.  ui.  ateaiiifd  jibmit  Fort  Pickens  in  consequence  of 
a  report  of  an  attivck  beiny-  made  on  the  fort. 

Aprils. — At  3:'2,'}  Lieutenant  Commanding  O.  II.  Berryman,  of  tUis 
ship,  departed  this  life. 

April  3. — At  4  a.  in.  setit  a  boat  to  the  navy  yard,  Pensacohi,  to  com- 
municate with  Cai)tain  Injjrahani  in  respect  to  the  burial  of  Captain 
Berryman.  At  2  formed  boat  i>rocession  and  followed  for  the  funeral 
service  and  burial.    At  5  p.  m.  started  out  for  the  squadron. 

A2}ril  7. — Lieulenaut  J.  IJ.  JI.  Mullany  t<iok  command  of  thi.s  ship. 

April  Jj. — At  m-.'M  a.  m.  8tuo<l  out  to  communicate  with  the  squad- 
ron oft'  Pensacohi,  taking  out  Lieutenant  Worden  (bearer  of  dispatches). 
At  5:30  p.  III.  hiuded  Lieutenant  Worden  at  Pensacola. 

April  17. — At  7:35  a.  m.  Ca])taiii  M.  C.  Meigs  and  Lieutenant  ifcFai"- 
laiid,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  Cai)taiii  Bany,  of  U.  S.  Mying  Artil- 
lery, came  on  board  to  recuunoiter  the  coast  of  Santa  iJosa  Island,  in 
order  to  fiml  a  landing  fur  the  hoi'ses  and  stores.  Stood  in  and  landed 
the  recoiinoitering  party,  the  Atlantic,  transj^ort  steamer,  following  us. 
At  10:30  reconuoiterittg  jiarty  retuiued  on  boaid.  Lieutenant  J.  C. 
Williamson  took  command. 

May  2. — Lieutenant  Commanding  A,  8.  Baldwin  reported  and  took 
command. 

May  3. — At  5 :  45  p.  m.  took  our  departure. 

May  8. — Ancliored  in  Kej'  West  Harbor. 

May  It'i. — Ani'hored  near  the  Sabine,  ofl'  Fort  Pickens. 

May  21. — Anchored  at  Key  West. 

June  6. — Left  Key  West  for  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 


CON"»rH3DKRA.TK:    RKPOBTS    AJiX)    COBRK8PONDENCE. 

Meniorandum  of  inntructiong  from  Colonel  Cliage,  commandiwj  forces  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  liandolpli,  commandant  nary  yard,  Pensncola,  in 
cnxe  of  an  attack  upon  tlie  navy  yard  and  fort*  in  vicinity  by  Fort 
Pickens. 

Headquabtebs  Pensacola  Distbiot, 

January  Ji^l,  iv6"i. 

The  official  telegraph  signed  by  the  late  Senators  in  Congress  from 
Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  and  Mississippi  to  the 
colonel  commanding  the  forces  of  Florida  in  this  district  renders  a 
modilicatiou  of  the  memorandum  dated  19th  January  necessary.  The 
admonition  that  no  blood  should  be  shed  is  emphatic.  They  unite  iu 
saying  that,  "  Hlood  shed  now  may  be  fatal  to  our  cause."  Covenior 
Moore,  of  Alabama,  has  telegraphed  to  the  colonel  commanding  that, 
"There  are,  I  suspect,  important  reasons  for  this  advice,"  an<l  that  he 
is  advised  to  "  telegraph  not  to  attack  Fort  Pickens." 

Under  the  line  of  policy  so  clearly  indicated  by  high  authority,  the 
navy  yard  will  not  be  defended  if  summoned  to  be  surrendered  by  a 
force  suilicient  to  attack.  In  this  case  the  detachment  stationed  at  the 
navy  yard  and  marine  barracks  will  fall  back  upon  the  Barrancas, 
wheie  there  will  be  concentrated  a  force  that  the  Fo«leral  forces  would 
hardly  iitta<!k.  Should  Fort  Barrancas  be  bombarded  or  battere<l  by 
Fort  Pickens,  the  garrison  should  be  withdrawn  to  avoid  all  useless 
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loss  of  life,  and  take  post  with  the  main  body  of  troopa.    Prompt 
measures  also  sliouid  be  taken  to  witlidi-aw  the  giiaid  from  Fort  McKee. 

Wm.  H.  Chase, 
Colonel,  Communding  Forces  of  Florida. 
Captain  V.  M.  Randolph, 

Commandimj  Navy  Yard. 


Memoraiulum  from  Mr.  Mallort/  to  Captain  Randolph,  commandhig  tinry 
yard,  Femacola,  rdatire  to  communication  bettceen  the  Federal  and 
Confederate  forces  at  Penaacola. 

Pensacola,  January  2S,  1861. 

At  11  a.  ni.  to-day  Captain  Barron,  U.  S.  Navy,  called  upon  Colonel 
Chnse  and  eoiumunieate<l  to  liiiii  tbe  fatit  that  he  had  just  arrived  fit>m 
Washington,  and  was  the  bearer  of  written  dispat^-hes  and  verbal 
orders  from  the  Hon.  Jlr.  T<nicey,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  written 
di8pat<;he8  being  directed  to  Captains  Glynn,  Adaui.s,  and  Poor,  of  the 
ships,  severally,  Macedonian,  S<il)ine,  and  St.  Louis,  and  which,  together 
with  the  verbal  orders  to  hiiu,  are  desigiu'd  and  directed  exclusively  to 
prevent  the  said  ships  from  enteryig  tln^  harbor  of  Pensacola,  and  the 
verbal  orders  authoriziiiji  him  to  notify  any  other  nati(mBl  ves(*el  that 
the  Depai'tnieut  wishes  them  not  to  enter  said  i>ort;  and  furthermore, 
to  inform  and  instruct  the  officers  of  said  ships  that  the  Department 
wishes  them  to  avoid  any  act  that  may  have  a  teudcncy  to  Iwid  to  hos- 
tilities, and  that  as  the  ships.  l»y  eiiteriujj  this  port,  mij;ht  possibly 
induce  bloodshed,  they  are  to  keep  outside  the  port.  Captain  Harroii 
also  exjiressed  tho  Secretary's  earnest  determination  to  avoid  blood- 
shed, and  to  do  notlitiifj  to  bring  it  aljuut.  I  was  present  at  this 
inter\iew,  and  Colonel  Chase,  upon  learning  Captain  Uarron's  mission 
and  its  pacific  character,  promptly  authoriy.ed  him  to  communicate 
with  any  United  States  vessels  otf  the  port,  directing  Captain  Ran- 
d(»lph  to  furnish  the  necessary  transportation,  etc.  And  at  Captain 
Barron's  request  he  also  authorized  him,  Captain  Barron  having  no 
dispat<-hes,  verbal  or  written,  to  the  forces  there,  to  communicate  with 
Lieutenant  Slemmer  at  Fort  Pickeua. 

S.  E.  Malloey. 

[Captain  Y.  M.  Randolph, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard.] 
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Memorandum  of  instructionH  from  Colonel  Chase,  commanding  Florida 
forces,  to  Captain  Randolph,  commandant  nary  yard,  Pensacola,  rela- 
tive to  communication  between  the  Federal  and  Confederate  forces  at 
Pensacola, 

Headquabters  Pensacola  District, 

January  28,  1661. 
Captain  Barron,  of  the  U.  8.  Navy,  upon  his  statement  that  he  is  author- 
ized to  communicate  with  the  United  States  vessels  of  war  arriving  oft" 
this  harbor  in  order  to  deliver  verbal  and  Avritteti  orders  to  the  isoni- 
manders  of  said  vessels  to  keep  outside  the  jwrt,  and  to  act  strictly  on 
the  defensive,  will  be  permitted  to  hold  such  communication  accord- 
ingly, and  he  is  also  ])ermitted  to  eotinuutiicate  with  Fort  Pickens  at 
Lis  owu  request,  although  he  has  no  dispatches  for  the  fort. 
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Captain  Eaudolpb  coiiiiiiaiidinj;  at  the  navj-  yaid  will  aflord  Captain 
Barron  facilities  of  coinuiuuicatiou  by  boats  with  tbe  8lii|i8. 

Wm.  II.  Chase, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forces. 
Captain  V,  M.  Ba>T)olph, 

Commanding  Navy  yard. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Mallori/  to  Colonel  Chase,  commanding  Florida  forces, 
transmittiiii]  instructions  from  the  U.  S.  Se^Tttaries  of  War  and  the 
Navy,  to  the  ojfficers  commanding  off  Fort  Pickens. 

JAjfUAliY  2fl,  isei. 
My  Dear  Colonel:  I  have  jnst  received  from  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Tbornton,  the  telegraph  oi>erator  here,  a  reply  from  Messrs.  Slidell, 
Bigjler,  and  iluuler,  to  my  tek'fjram  to  theui  ye.ster<lay,  and  1  herewith 
submit  it  to  you  for  such  action  as  you  may  deem  l)est. 

These  gentlemen  you  will  perceive  send  me  the  instructions  of  the 
Kavy  and  War  Depnrtment,  as  the  Prcsidi'iit's  answer  to  my  telegram. 
Knowing  that  you  did  not  design  to  attack  I'ort  Pickens  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  J  assured  these  gentlemen  that  no  attack  would  be 
made  unless  reenforcenients  were  attemptetl,  in  which  case  I  could  not 
feel  assured  that  the  troops  here  would  not  attack.  Permit  me  lo  sug- 
gest that  if  you  shall  act  upon  (Lis  dispatch  and  give  the  assurance  as 
indicated  thereiu,  you  can  have  this  dispatch  delivered  to  Lieutenant 
Slemmer  and  the  otticers  named,  by  Captain  Barron,  whose  mission  is 
of  a  peaceful  clinracter. 

Very  truly  yours, 

8.  B.  Malloby. 
Colonel  W.  H.  Chase, 

Commanding  Florida  Forces. 

[iDtiloanre] 

WA.sniNGTON,  January  29, 1861. 
(Received  at  Pensacola, !)  o'clock  p.  m.) 
We  send  you  answer  of  President  iu  shape  of  instructions*  of  Sec- 
retaries of  War  and  the  Navy. 

John  Slideij.. 
E.  M.  T.  HrNTEE. 

W.   BlQLER. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallort, 

Or,  in  his  absence.  Colonel  Chase. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Chase,  commanding  Florida  forces,  to  Captain  Ran- 
dolph, commandant  nary  yard,  Pensacola,  retatire  to  communication 
between  Federal  and  Confederate  forces  at  Pensacola. 

HEADgl'ARTERS  PENSACOLA   DL«!TBICT, 

January  30,  18i>l. 
Sir  :   I  enclose  for  your  information   memorandums  Noa.  1  and  2 
showing  the  arrangements  entered  into  for  preventing  United  States 
Bbi|)S  of  war  entering  this  harbor,  and  the  landing  of  i-oenforcemeuts 
from  the  U.  8.  8.  Brooklyn. 

•  8ee  p.  74. 
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The  policy  beiun:  previously  estoblislied  that  no  assanlt  on  Fort 
Pickens  sboiild  be  ina<le,  I  Ibniid  no  difficulty  in  giving  tlie  assurance 
that  no  attack  sbould  be  made  and  tbat  preparations  for  attack  should 
be  discontinued. 

(  gave  perniission  also  for  coininnnication  by  special  messenger 
between  theollicers  of  the  ships  and  the  Government,  seeing  that  such 
conununiuatiou  could  be  easily  had  in  many  other  ways  than  through 
the  navy  yard  tliat  could  not  be  stopjied  by  «is. 

The  meeting  of  the  general  convention  at  Montgomery  on  the  4th 
February  next^  and  the  electiun  of  a  president  of  that  body  will  estab- 
lish a  de  facto  Government  of  the  seceding  States,  which  will  at  once 
develop  the  Inture  policy  both  of  that  Government  and  the  Federal 
Government  at  Washington. 

The  opinion  is  that  an  arrangcnieut  thereafter  will  be  made  by  which 
Forts  Sumter  and  Pickens  will  be  pcacffully  surrendered  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Southern  ('onfederacy. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  U.  Chase, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forcea, 
Captain  V.  M.  Randolph, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Warrington. 


Letter  from  commandant  nary  yard,  Pensacola,  to  Colonel  Cluise,  com- 
mandiiuj  forccis  of  Florida,  regardiiiy  mean«  of  communication  icith 
Fort  Pickens. 

Pensacola  Navy  Yard, 
Warrington,  Fla.,  Janwiry  30,  1861. 

Sni:  Captain  S.  Barron  lias  ex|nessed  a  desire  that  the  Wyandotte 
should  be  allowed  to  anchor  ttetween  the  island  of  Santa  Kosa  and  the 
navy  yard  for  the  convenience  of  more  ready  and  prompt  citmmuuica- 
tion  witli  liiin,  the  Hag  of  truce  being,  of  course,  hoisted  at  all  times. 
Please  inform  me  whetlier  his  request  shall  be  granted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  M.  Randolph, 
Captain,  Commanding  Nary  Yard. 
Colonel  \V.  H.  Chase, 

Comdg,  Forces  of  Florida,  Mi-Hmsnippi,  and  Alabama,  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Chase,  commanding  forces  of  Florida,  to  commandant 
nary  yard,  Pennacola,  regarding  rcsiriction  of  intercourse  with  Fort 
Pickeits. 

nEADQUARTERs,  Pensacola,  January  31,  1861. 

Mv  Dear  Sir:  The  intercourse  of  the  officers  and  men  at  Fort 
Pickens  with  this  side  nuist  be  confined  to  the  .sending  a  boat  for  the 
nmil  and  fresh  provisions  Ui  the  central  wharf  of  the  navy  yard,  and 
then  only  one  person  (an  ollicer  or  noncomniissioned  oflicer)  will  Ijc  per- 
mitted to  wime  ashore,  where  he  will  remain  only  long  enough  to  effect 
the  object  of  liis  visit. 

The  rigid  exclusion  of  persons  from  the  island  of  Santa  Rosa  from 
this  side  renders  it  necessary  that  my  instructions  in  this  matter  should 
be  strictly  executed. 


J 
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You  will  please  inform  Licnteuant  Slcuiuer  in  the  premises  at  ouce, 
by  seiuliutJ  liiiii  a  copy  of  tliis  letter. 
I  aiu,  very  truly,  yours, 

Wm.  H.  CnASK, 
Colonel,  Commundin;/  Forces. 
Captain  V.  M.  Randolph, 

Commanding  Naoy  Yard, 


Letter  from  Colonel  Chase,  commanding  forces  of  Florida,  to  the  governor 
of  Alabama,  urging  an  increased  force  for  the  protection  of  the  I'cnsa- 
cola  navy  yard. 

MoNTGOMEEV,  February  11, 1861. 

SiK :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  repeat  that  the  navy  yard,  Fort  Barrancas, 
and  Fort  McRee  are  untenable  uuder  the  tire  of  Fort  Pickens  and  ships 
of  war. 

That,  thoufih  no  attack  may  be  expected  during  Mr.  Buchanan's 
Administration,  a  <'onsidcrablo  force  could  be  landed  from  the  ships  of 
war  off  I'ct3sac(>la  and  from  those  now  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which, 
combined  with  the  garriHon  at  Fort  Pickens,  would  amount  to  1,(M)0 
men;  and  wo  should  not  forju't  that  this  force  may  be  greatly  iucreasetl 
by  and  after  the  Ith  ul'  March  next. 

In  a  former  commnniiation  I  nr;Lreil  that."i,0(K»  men  should  bo  collected 
at  the  Barrancas  by  the  1st  of  March  next,  a  force  which  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  the  Federal  forces  fortilyintj  the  navy  yard  and  the 
approaches  to  the  BaiTancas  until  we  couhl  obtain  guns  of  i)ro]ier  cali- 
ber and  in  numbers  necessary  to  batter  and  cai)ture  Fort  Pickens. 

It  would  he  better  to  withtlraw  onr  forces  altogether  than  to  exiwse 
thetn  bj  attack  which  they  could  not  resist  by  reason  of  iinidequate 
numbers. 

1  ha\e  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Chase. 

nis  Excellency  A.  B.  Mooee, 

Governor  of  Alabama,  Montgomrry,  Ala. 

Note. — The  guns  should  be  10-iuch  Cobimbiads,  or  the  Armstrong 
gun  of  the  largest  size.  W.  11.  C. 


Special  order  from  the  governor  of  Florida,  regarding  change  of  command 
of  the  forces  of  Florida. 

Special  Orders,  )     IIeadqitautkrs  Pensacola  Distuict, 

No.  27.  (  Uarrancaa  Barraclm,  Fla.,  March  S,  18G1, 

Copy  of  dispatch  received  from  (Jovernor  Perry,  of  Florida: 

Executive  UErARTMEXT,  Tallahastee,  Fla.,  March  J,  ISOI, 

(Koi't'ive<i  ut  Peusucoiii  3  p.  in.) 
Hnrinff  aoreptod  the  roiiifniation  of  Colonel  C'hiiBe,  tbe  commund  of  flic  forces  »t 
PeuKUi'ola  will  devolve  oii  vini  until  otUorwise  pmvitleil.     Colonol  ('1i:isi<  will  liiru 

Kovcr  all  ordprs  from  me  to  bim  relative  to  the  opurutioua  at  Pcubik'hIu  to  you. 
Re<ipe<^tfiilly, 
M.  S.  Pkurv. 
Colonel  Forney. 
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I.  Ill  por«aftnce  of  the  above  liispatvh  the  underBigned  iissHiues  com- 
mand "f  the  forces  in  tliis  district. 

II.  The  coiiiuiaiidlutr  oBieer  of  the  navy  yard,  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  dei)ot  of  [trovisiuns  at  I'eu.siieola,  the  officer  in  command  at  F(jrt 
McK«e,  the  assistant  (jnartenmutter  general  in  charge  of  jjrovisious  aud 
military  stores  ft>r  the  Alabama  tr(K)its  will  issue  none  of  the  stores  iu 
their  charge  escejit  by  authority  of  the  niidiTsignctl. 

III.  The  commanding  ollicers  of  the  Ntjiaratt'  dctai'hments  of  troops 
in  this  district  will  make  the  reports  and  returns  to  these  heiubiuarters 
as  ret|uired  by  the  regulations  of  1^57  for  the  U,  S.  Aimy,  aiUlressiug 
S.  11.  Dent,  iictiug  assistant  adjutaiit-geueial. 

John  H. Forney, 
Colonel,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant,  Commanding  Force*. 

Captain  Fakeand, 

Commandant  Jiavy  Yard. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Berryman,  U.  S,  Na/ey,  (wnmanding  U.  S.  8. 
Wyatidottt;  U>  vitmmandant  navy  yard,  PcnMacola,  traiutmitting  letter 
from  Captain  WUara,  commanding  Fort  Mcliee. 

U.  S.  8.  Wyandotte,  March  2,  J8nl. 
Sib:  I  forward   to  you  a  copy  ot  a  note  I  received  ftom  Captain 
O'Hara,  of  Fort  Mcliee,  indicating  that  there  maybe  some  difficulty  fn 
my  passages  to  and  from  the  s(iuadron  anchored  off'  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor. 

I  wrote  a  note  to  Captain  O'Hara  this  morning,  suggesting  that  there 
may  have  been  some  misaiiprehension  bctweiMi  the  autlntrity  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  Departments.  1  tliereHirc  think  it  suitable  to  ^efcr  the 
matter  to  you,  in  order  thai  you  may  iiil'nrm  nie  of  the  pusit  ion  I  oc.<!upy. 
I  am  sure  you  iniderstand  my  jMM'fert  dcterniination  not  to  do  any- 
thing to  ofl'eud  the  feelings  of  (he  assenihhul  forces  near  this  locality. 
I  am,  very  respecllully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  11.  Hkrryman, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  the  Wyandotte 
Captain  E.  Farrand, 

Navy  Yard,  Warrington,  Fla. 

[Encloaurc.] 

Fort  MoRee,  March  i,  1861. 
Sib  :  With  great  respect  allow  me  to  suggest  to  you  that  in  the  present 

very  critical  attitude  of  alfairs  it  is  not  exactly  the  thing  (esjiecially 
for  a  Virginian)  tu  be  moving  np  and  down,  and  in  a  very  exceptional 
manner,  with  respect  to  this  fiirtress.  I  ask  you,  sir,  not  again,  if  you 
plejise,  to  pass  this  fort  (either  in  or  out)  as  you  did  this  morning  aud 
this  evening,  without  an  explaaation, 

I  am,  captiiin,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TnKODfitfE  O'Hara, 
Captain,  Assistant  Adjutant,  Commanding  Fort  McRee. 

Captain  Beruvman, 

Commander  Htcamer  Wyandotte. 


JgttW  yVowi  Captain  Ra)u1olph,  C.  8.  Nary,  to  commundant  navy  yari', 
Pmuavola,  requestimj  information  regarding  condition  of  the  sttume*' 
Fulton. 

MONTOOSTEEY,  Ala.,  March  J:?,  1861. 
8m:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  directs 
me  to  get  from  you  a  stateritent  of  the  present  condition  of  the  steamer 
Fulton,  iHiw  hanlcil  up  on  the  ways  in  the  Warriujjtou  navy  yard. 

He  wisiies  you  to  consuU  witli  the  master  mecliaiiics  and  rejjort  to 
him  with  as  little  dchiy  as  i)ossible  her  state  of  forwardness,  h<»\v  ninch 
phiiikiii|i:  is  necessary  to  be  tlonc,  whether  or  not  she  lius  been  lenf;th- 
ened,  and,  in  short,  everything;  relating  to  her  repairs  and  outfit ;  also 
the  jirobalde  time  it  would  take,  with  the  materials  and  lorce  at  hand, 
to  jircpare  her  for  lanuchiug. 

You  will  jdcasc  iwldress  your  answer  immediately  to  Hon.  Mr.  Mal- 
lory,  and  not  through  myself,  as  I  shall  probably  be  on  my  return  to 
Peusacola  ere  your  rejdy  arrives. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obe<lieut  servant, 

V.  M.  Eandoli'H, 

Captaiti. 
Commander  E.  Fabkand, 

Xtvpy  Yard,  Warrington,  Fla. 


Fxtraet  from  instructioM  of  the  War  Department  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  Brigadier- General  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  extent  of 
command. 

Confederate  States  of  Akebica,  Wab  Department, 

Montgomery,  March  It,  1861, 

In  assigning  you  to  the  command  of  the  forces  at  an<l  near  Pensa- 
ct)la  aud  F(«rt  I'ickens  it  was  intended  by  the  liovernment  that  the 
navy  yard,  and  all  thiuys  connected  therewith,  was  to  be  included,  and 
you  are  theretbre  to  be  governed  accordingly.  You  will  please  convey 
this  information  to  Captain  Farrand  as  the  orders  of  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Dkas, 
Acting  Adjutant  Ueneral. 
Brigadier-General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding,  etc,  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla, 

Official: 

IloBT.  G.  Wood,  Jr., 
AssiHtant  Adjutant- General, 


Report  of  Acting  Matter  Carpenter  Moodkss,  regarding  progress  of  work 

on  steamer  Fulton, 

Navy  Yard,  Warrington,  March  JC,  istil. 
Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  yon  the  estimated  cost  of 
labor  and  material  to  complete  steamer  Fulton,  now  on  the  ways  ia 
this  yard,  aud  also  hex  present  condition. 
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Her  frame  is  up,  accordiii}j  to  the  plans;  six  strakes  of  wales  are  on 
and  fasteued;  her  jtort  sills  are  in;  all  of  \wr  old  work  inside — clamps, 
deck  frames,  and  ceilin<; — is  cutout;  her  old  boiler  keelsons  and  some 
of  her  old  bilge  strakes  are  just  in;  her  spar  deck  frame  and  orlop  deck 
are  ready  to  be  put  in;  the  old  jilanks  on  lier  bottom  are  on,  althou{jb 
from  exposure  to  the  weather  some  of  them  should  be  taken  nil'. 

The  masts  anil  yards  are  almost  completed;  two  of  her  boats  are 
comi)leted  and  theremaindor  iire  in  frame;  her  gun  carriages  liave  been 
altered  and  are  now  used  for  other  purposes.  New  carriages  for  the 
g-uns  sliould  be  made.  With  facilities  at  hand  she  can  be  launched  by 
l8t  June,  and  be  got  ready  for  sea  by  first  August  next. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Hoodless, 
Actiny  Mantcr  Carpenter. 
Coiumander  K.  Farband, 

Commandimj  Xavii  Yard,  Warrinyton, 


[T«l«gram.] 

New  Ohleans,  May  28,  ISGl. 

The  governor  wishes  you  to  insure  the  bar  l)eing  bh)cked.     If  you 

can  induce  some  decj*  Khi|>s  such  as  Lnmsons  to  go  on  the  bar,  do  so. 

If  he  will  not  go  on  the  bar  at  Pass  a  l'(Jiitre.  induce  him  to  go  to 

South  West  Pass.     The  governor  does  not  wish  the  channel  kept  oi>en. 

Tnos.  O.  MooKE. 
Captains  Andrews  and  Whitmore. 


[Tel^gnm.] 

New  Orleans,  May  3S,  ISGI, 
Governor  has  since  directed  us  Uy  tow  any  foreign  ships  around  to 
Soutli  West  I'ass,  and  tow  them  out  as  soon   as  jiossible  before  we 
attempt  to  block  tlie  bar.     Proceed  with  disjiatch. 

Stanton  &  Go. 
Captains  of  Bebbk  and  Whixmobe. 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  ATLANTIC  COAST. 


JANUARY  1  TO  MAY  13,  1861. 


Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  atlempix  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter,  S.  G. 

ITcli-.gruui  1 

Cotitidf-ntiftl.]  NAVY  D-E.VAS.tyaSfi'T,  December  31, 1860. 

Fill  up  Brooklyn  with  provisions,  water,  and  coal.     Answer  if  under- 
stood. 

I.   TOUCEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 
Commodore  Charles  S.  McCaitley, 

Commitndant  Nary  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va, 


ITolegmin."  ] 

NoBPOLK,  January  3,  1861. 
Six  thousand  and  sixty-five  [understood]. 

C.  S.  McCauley, 

Commitndant. 
Hon.  IsAAO  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Tologroiu.] 

Conlidential.]  Navy  Department,  January  3, 1861. 

Give  Brooklyn  her  full  comj)lcment  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
and  send  her  to  Hampton  Koads  to  await  future  orders  of  Department. 
Answer  if  understood. 

I.  Tottcey, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  Charles  S.  MoCauley, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


|T*legriun.*] 

(Received  at  Washington  January  4,  1801,  from  Norfolk.) 

Six  thousand  and  sixty-five  [understood]. 

C  S.  McCauley, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Barron,  V.  S.  Nayy,  tranimitting  orders  for 
Captain  Walker,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.S.  8.  Broolclyn,  to  proceed  to  Charleaton,  8.  C. 

CoiiMeiiliivl.)  Navy  Department,  Janwary  T,  IStfJ. 

Sir:  Herewith  yon  will  receive  a  confidential  dispatch  for  Captain 
W.  8.  Walker,  coniniiutdinfrU.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, novf  at  Hampton  Itoads, 
with  which  you  will  jinKecd  immediately  to  Old  Point  Conifoit  and 
deliver  to  that  orticer.  After  liavinff  done  thi.s  you  will  letura  to 
Washington  and  report  yoiirseU"  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  respet!tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


I.  TOUCKY, 


Captain  Samuel  fiABRON,  U.  S.  Nayy, 

Washington,  2>.  G. 


I 


tRnclMim.] 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  January  7, 1861. 

Siu:  On  the  6th  instant  a  detachment  of  troops  was  ordered  to  be 
sent  by  the  .steamer  Star  of  the  W'tut  fiom  Oovernor's  Island,  N.  Y.,  to 
reenforco  Fort  Snniter.  A  telegram  was  .sent  from  the  Hcadtjuartera 
of  the  Army  at  Washington  the  same  <lay  coutiternuinding  that  order 
and  du-ectiiig  them  to  ]>roeeed  to  Old  Toint  Conjfort.  This  was  not, 
however,  received  before  their  departure  from  Now  York  for  Fort 
Sumter. 

Immediately  npon  the  receipt  of  this  yon  will  proceed  with  the  Brook- 
Ji/?»  with  all  speed  to  thebaroft'  Cli;irlestoi»  Harbor,  ami  if  the  reenforce- 
ment  shall  not  have  lauded  at  Fort  Sumter,  deliver  the  aceompanyiug 
letter  to  the  commanding  ollieer  of  the  detachment,  and  render  sach 
aid  and  assistance  as  may  bo  required  by  the  Utar  of  (hi'  West. 

After  doing  this,  or  if  the  troops  on  your  arrival  have  landed,  yoa 
will  return  immediately  to  Hampton  Roads. 

It  is  not  e{)n8i<lered  expedient  that  you  should  attempt  to  cross  the 
bar  with  the  Brookh/n. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOTTCKY. 

Captain  W.  S.  Walker,  

Gommandinn  U.  S,  8.  Brooklyn,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 

[Subencltisurt'.  J 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

WttHhhujtoti,  January  7, 1861, 
Sir  :  This  coramiiTiication  is  sent  through  the  commander  of  the  U.  8. 
Btesim  8loop  of  war  Brooklyn. 

His  mission  is  twofold:  First,  to  aftbrd  aid  and  succor  in  case  your 
ship  be  .shattered  or  injured ;  second,  to  convey  tliis  order  of  recall  for 
your  detachment  in  case  it  can  not  land  at  Fort  Sumter,  to  proceed  to 
Fort  Moni'oe,  Hampton  I?oads,  and  tlicr<^  await  further  orders. 

In  case  of  your  return  to  Hamilton  Roads  send  a  telegrajihic  message 
here  at  once  from  Norfolk. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  Scott.,, 
Commanding  Officer  Detachment  U.  S.  Army, 
On  board  Steamship  Star  of  the  West, 

Supposed  to  he  near  Charleston,  8.  C. 

P.  S. — On  arrival  at  Fort  Monroe  land  your  troops  and  discharge 
the  ship. 

W.  Soott. 
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Bsport  of  commandant  zu^yj  yard,  KorfoUc,  of  the  dapanoro  of  V.  B.  8.  BrooklTn. 

Oommakdant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Oonport  [Norfolk],  January  .9,  18fil, 
Sib  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  iulbrm  you  that  the  U.  S.  S,  Brookbjn  left 
this  yard  to  day  at  11  o'clock  a.  ni. 

I  am,  sii',  very  respectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

C.  S,  McCauley, 

Coinmundant, 
Hon.  Isaac  TotrcEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0, 


Baport  of  Captain  Walker,  U.  8.  Havy,  oommanding  IT.  8.  8.  Brooklyn,  of  the  ratan  of  that 
vesiel  to  Hampton  Boadi  without  entering  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina. 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Hampton  Eoadn,  January  15,  1861, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  7th  instant,  re<;eived  im  the 
9tli,  we  left  Norfolk  at  11 :2()  a.  ni.  of  that  day,  and  arrived  oH' Charleston 
Harbor  on  the  morning  of  the  liitli  instant.  At  9 :  30  a.m.  (12th)  we  sjwke 
the  schooner  Edith,  of  Flarwicb,  Mass.,  from  Charleston,  bound  to  New 
York.  She  reported  that  the  steamer  atnr  of  the  Wc«t  had  attempted 
to  enter  the  harbor  on  the  10th  instant,  Imt  being  fired  into  she  put  to 
sea  again;  also  that  five  vessels  were  sunk  the  day  before  our  arrival 
to  obstruct  the  passages  over  the  bar  to  the  harbor;  that  the  Charles- 
ton lights  were  put  out;  that  pilots  are  forbidden  fiora  going  on  board 
armed  vessels,  and  that  batteries  were  planted  all  along  the  shore. 

(Considering  this  iufornuitiou  reliable,  and  not  deeming  it  necessary 
to  send  over  the  bar  a  boat,  which  might  have  invited  a  shot  from  the 
ntunerous  batteries  that  lined  the  sliures,  we  put  about  for  this  jwrt, 
which  we  reached  on  Monday  evening,  the  14th  iustaut. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  Walker, 

Captnin. 
Hon.  Isaac  Touoey, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy, 


LMtor  from  Eliaa  H.  Derby,  e<q.,  of  Boiton,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  nggesting  maaoi 

for  the  relief  of  Fort  Bamter. 

40  Court  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  January  Hi,  1S61. 

Sir:  Although  1  have  not  the  honor  of  your  jursonal  acquaintance, 
I  venture  to  make  a  suggestion  which  will,  1  believe,  if  adopted,  pro- 
tf^ct  the  gallant  Anderson  and  the  honor  of  our  country  without  the 
effusion  of  bhKxi,  all  objects  most  important  to  the  nation. 

The  idea  is  derived  from  actual  experiments  njjon  mail  clad  steamers 
abroad,  which  have  led  to  the  construction  of  such  vessels  lor  the  navies 
of  France  and  England,  and  can  easily  be  ]>ut  in  execution. 

My  [)lan  is  to  i)urchase  at  once  in  New  York  a  common  propeller  of 
400  tons  bunlen  from  those  used  for  the  conveyanc-e  of  heavy  freight, 
and  drawing  when  laden  H  or  10  feet  of  water.  1  would  then  prittt-ct 
her  IVom  end  to  end  by  a  coat  of  mail  comjMJsed  of  two  sheets  of  boiler 
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iron  of  five-eighths  of  an  inch  in  thickness  and  the  sheets  3  inches  apart, 
reaching  from  the  deck  downward  on  ea*;h  side  to  a  depth  of  3  feet 
below  the  water  level,  or  to  an  entiio  dei)th  of  5  feet  from  the  deck. 
She  wouhl  then  be  impervious  to  balls  fired  from  32-ponnders  at  a  dis- 
tance of  a  (piarter  of  a  mile,  and  passing,  as  she  might,  the  batteries 
of  Fort  Jloultrie  and  Murris  Island  at  a  distance  of  more  than  half  a 
mile,  could  pass  tlieni  in  perfect  snlety.  The  coating  of  iron  j)roposetl 
would  weigh  less  than  100  t<tu8,  and  the  steamer  laden  with  200  tr<)<)i).s 
and  stores  for  six  months  conlil  deliver  her  cargo  under  the  walls  of 
Fort  Sumter  uninjured.  Such  a  iiropcUer  can,  I  doubt  not,  be  pur- 
chased iu  New  York  for  less  than  ?t.W,0(H>,  couiti  be  arnie<l  with  teu  or 
twelve  cannon,  and  by  working  relays  of  men  night  and  day  could,  by 
the  energy  of  New  York  mechanics,  be  coated  with  iron  at  a  cost  of 
$30,000  more,  and  aont  to  sea  iu  less  than  three  weeks,  and,  having  a 
Light  draft  of  water,  could  enter  the  harbor  of  Charleston  without 
regard  to  removal  of  buoys  and  light  houses.  She  could  also  go  to  the 
entrance  of  the  port  under  the  convoy  t)f  the  Brooklyn,  sloop  of  war. 
Being  low  in  the  water,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  hit  her  with  a 
Paixhans  gun  from  Fort  Moultrie,  and  if  hit  from  a  distance  would 
doubtless  resist  the  shock.  When  I  say  that  this  ironclad  steamer 
would  be  impervious  to  conunon  balls  I  do  not  speak  without  book, 
and  would  rel'er  you  to  an  able  article  on  ironclad  ships  of  war  iu  the 
last  December  number  of  IMackwood's  Magazine.  By  referring  to  the 
note  at  the  foot  of  page  Gi'i,  New  York  edition,  you  will  see  it  stated 
that  by  actual  experiment  sixteen  balls  out  of  seventeen  fired  from 
32pounders  at  a  distance  of  4.'j0  yards  at  butts  of  sheet  iron  of  but  five- 
eighths  of  an  inch  iu  thickness  were  shivered  into  a  cloud  of  langrage 
bypassing  tlirough  a  single  sheet  of  iron.  The  inference  from  this  fact 
is  irresistible — that  a  secaud  sheet  would  have  stopped  the  fragments; 
a  fortiori  two  sheets  and  the  ship's  side  in  addition  must  beim|)erviou8 
to  balls  fired  at  more  than  double  the  distance  from  the  batteries  at 
Charleston. 

You  undoubtedly  noticed  that  one  of  the  balls  fired  at  the  Star  of  the 
Went  actually  recoiled  from  the  plank  of  the  ship's  side.  Although 
unknown  to  you,  I  have  the  honor  to  know  nearly  all  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  from  this  State,  with  JudgeCoUamer,  of  Vermont^  Mr. 
Fesseuden,  of  Maine,  and  have  coiTeajwuded  with  General  Dix,  of  the 
Cabinet,  and  write  with  the  more  boldness  as  I  have  for  many  yeartt 
been  in  the  direction  of  railways  aud  steamers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Elias  Hasket  Derby, 

Late  Director  of  Western,  Fitchburg,  and  Old  Coloni/  Railroads 

arid  Boston  and  Bangor  Steamboat  Company. 

Hon.  Isaac  Touoey, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

P.  S, — As  an  a4lditionaI  precaution,  not  involving  any  delay  or  very 
serious  expense,  I  would  suggest  that  the  iron  ]>!ates  might  be  sepa- 
rated by  roils  of  liaH-iiicli  boiler  iron  in  sheets  20  inches  long  by  2  or  3 
inches  wide,  wound  around  each  bolt,  and  that  the  bolts  be  placed  at 
distances  of  (•  inches  a[»art,  have  a  washer  of  4  inches  square  around 
them  anil  the  interstices  filled  by  water  cement  or  other  cheap  material, 
I  am  satislicd  that  this  addition  would  nearly  trehle  the  strength  of  the 
armor  ajid  make  it  impervious  to  balls  from  Paixhans  guns  at  the  dis- 
tance! of  half  a  mile,  but  would  add  to  the  weight.  I  eutertaiu  little 
doubt  Irom  the  result  of  English  cxi>erimeut8  that  we  shall  soou  protect 
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tlie  granite  walls  of  our  forts  by  coats  of  iron  mail  t  liat  will  not  s]>linter. 
Lar{j;o  quantities  of  boiler  iron  are  usually  ou  hand  in  New  York,  and 
are  (luiiciied  by  niecliauisni. 

J  Uike  the  liberty  to  address  this  letter  in  trijilicate  to  his  Kxcellency 
the  President,  Secretary  Toiuey,  and  General  Scott,  as  the  snjigestion 
may  present  itself  dillerently  to  difl'erent  uiiiuls,  and  is  doubtless  sus- 
ceptiijlc  oi  iiiiiirovemeut.    The  Ooverument  alone  can  carry  it  out. 

|E.  H.  D.) 


Letter  from  0.  V,  Fox,  eiq.,  to  lieutenant-Oener&l  Soott,  U.  B.  Army,  tnuumittmg  writton 
propoaitiou  regarding  relief  of  Fort  Samter. 

IAVashingtiin,  I>.  C,1  Fdiriiarij  ,s',  isiil. 

Sir:  The  jjrojwsitiou  which  I  had  the  houor  to  submit  to  yon  fully 
in  person  is  hercwitli  presented  in  writing.  Lieutenant  Hall  and  myself 
have  had  several  free  conferences,  and  if  he  is  i)ermitted  by  the  South 
Carolina  authorities  to  reenter  Fort  Sumt«r  Major  Anderson  will  com- 
prehend the  plan  for  his  relief.  1  consider  myself  very  fortunate  in 
having  propo.sed  a  project  which  meets  theap]»roval  of  the  (ieiieral  in 
Chief,  and  I  ask  no  reward  but  the  entire  coiuluct  of  the  part,  e.Kcln- 
sive  of  the  armed  vessels.  The  commander  of  these  should  bo  ordered 
to  cooperate  with  me  by  aftordingprotecti<tnand  destroying  their  naval 
preparations  near  the  bar,  leaving  to  inc,  as  the  author  of  the  ]dan,the 
actual  ojierations  of  relief.  I  suggest  that  the  Paintev  be  immediately 
Bent  to  the  Delaware  Breakwater  to  await  order.s,  the  Harriet  Lane  to 
be  ready  for  sea,  and  some  arrangement  entered  into  by  which  the 
retjuisite  steamer  and  tugs  should  be  engaged,  ut  least  so  far  as  not  to 
excite  suspicion.  I  sbonM  prefer  one  of  the  Collins  steamers.  They 
are  now  being  i)repared  for  sea,  and  are  of  such  a  size  and  power  as  to 
be  able  fearlessly  to  run  down  any  vessels  which  might  attemj>t  to  cap- 
ture ns  outside  by  c-rmp  dc  main.  I  could  quietly  engage  one  and  have 
her  ready  to  start  on  twenty-four  hours'  notice,  without  exciting  suspi- 
cion. I  shall  leave  for  New  York  at  '.i  p.  m.,  and  any  communication 
jirevious  will  liud  me  at  Judge  Blair's.  If  the  I'ttirnei's  pivot  gun  is 
landed  it  should  certaiuly  be  remounted. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Lieutenaut-General  W  infield  Scott,  U.  S.  Army, 

[  Wiiskington,  D.  0.\ 

[Xnolosnro.] 

St.  Gehmain  TTotel, 

A>if  York,  February  6,  IHtil. 
Since  the  repulse  of  the  steamer  Star  of  the  West  at  Charleston  it 
may  be  assumeil  that  all  the  channels  over  the  bar  are  obstructed;  but 
as  the  bar  is  more  than  4  miles  in  length  the  spaces  between  these  chan- 
nels are  too  extensive  to  be  closed:  therefore  at  high  water  and  smooth 
sea  the  harbor  is  perfectly  accessible  to  ve.s.sels  drawing,  say,  7  feet  of 
water.  The  United  States  have  no  steamers  of  this  draft.  The  skill- 
ful officers  at  Charleston,  aware  of  this  fact,  will  conclnde  that  relief 
nnist  go  in  at  high  water  in  boats  or  light-draft  steamers,  incapable  of 
bearing  a  very  oOensive  armament.  They  will  be  perfectly  prepare«l 
for  such  atteini)ts  by  arming  and  heavily  manning  all  the  steamers  they 
possess,  at  the  critical  moment  will  throw  themselves  alongside  of  the 
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rdirf  rtmuiu  and  jwit  jeopanliie  the  moreaMitt  by  tbe  very  detent 
•f  Uie  c— tec.    To  dade  tkeir  Tifilance  or  attempt  a  stratAfrem.  Lov 
ercr  tagnams,  I  roomier  too  liable  to  faflore.    I  pcopoae  u>  \mt  tU 
tmpa  OB  boanl  uf  a  larfce,  comfortable  acA  stcaaer  aim  fa' 
«fU  -lic^i-dnJk  >~ev  York  tngboata,  huwimt  tbe  iMecMik 
board;  tbeae  to  ba  eooroveil  by  tbe  V.  8.  &  Patmte,  aov  mi  I'luii 
phia,  an«I  tbe  ravesna  eotter  Harriet  Lame.     (Tbe  I'ntrmer  i<  rbri 
available  steam  veaid  of  var  nortb  of  tbe  Golf  of  Mexi< 
feet  of  water,  and  luu  seren  beavy  gaii:^    As  a  sttamer  > 
be  a  foilnre,  bat  may  be  got  ready  for  this  ea>ergeocy ;  at 
udortanately  nor  only  raaoitree.)    Tbe  Harriet  Lame  I  di> 
be  an  exct*lleiit  and  cfficieBt  Teaaei,  but  either  nf  tbeae  atc 
may  be  liable  to  captorp  by  an  orerwhelming  forte. 

Arrivin;;  off  tbe  bar.  I  propose  to  examine  by  day  the  naval  prepa 
tatioua  aod  obistmctioiw.    If  their  vessels  determine  to  oppose  on 
cntraBee  (and  a  Ceint  or  flag  of  tmoe  woold  aaoertain  thist  tbe  arme 
abipa  must  apfnaoh  tbe  bar  and  destroy  or  drive  them  on  abu 
Hi^r  AndaraoB  iroiild  do  the  aaoie  vpoo  any  ve8>«I  witbin  tbe 
of  faia  jnuis,  and  vonld  also  prevent  any  naval  snocor  bong  aeoti 
from  the  city.    Having  diapetsed  rh<>  tVirce.  the  only  ob^fta^^lea  i 
fort.H  ou  Camning's  Point  and  1  iltrie,  and  w)  ^*iyiMWiit 

batteries  I  bey  may  have  orectt^lti.  leitberhand  i>  i  cwitinel 

about  rbre«  ({Darters  of  a  mile.  At  night,  two  boors  beiare  liigb  water, 
with  half  the  fori-<e  ou  board  of  each  tng  within  reUeving  distance  of 
each  other,  I  should  mn  in  to  Fort  Sumter. 

[G.  V.  Fox.]   _ 


I 


Latter  tram  6.  V.  7os,  «■}.,  to  Bob. 


'  BIaIt, 
Fort  SomUr. 


regarfiag 


ylaa  far  ralief  of 


New  Yobk,  Febmary  33, 18€l 
My  Deab  BL.AIB:   ^Mr.  Bluut  rweived   a  telegram  from    fienei 
Scott  a  few  days  since  wbicb  be  tliouclit  indicated  an  adjoan 
my  plan;  but  1  jmt  tlie  construction  upon  it  that  another  w.i 
tutetl  for  mine,  and  I  feel  certain  it  must  be  "  l>oat«.''    To  corroU.i  ;f 
this  the  New  York  Times,  of  February  21,  says:  "Governnifiii  li 
determined  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter  by  Iwats  at  uiglit.-'     I  consider  t 
plan  j)ossible,  and  the  alternative  of  mine,  but  inferior  ut  every  ste] 
The  distance  from  Fort  Sumter  to  outside  is  Tt  miles — an  hour's  pul 
From  this  ixiint  tbe  opeu  o<'ean,  winter  season,  and  at  night,  say 
men  (reiiuirinp  for  six  months  546  barrels  of  provisions)  are  to  be  pi 
into  boats  and  rowed  over  a  very  dangerous  bar,  and  snbjectetl  for  h 
an  hour  to  a  fire  of  grape  from  sixty  guns.     Besides,  if  a  single  t^ 
(they  have  four)  eludes  Major  Anderson's  vigilance  she  wonhl  ruiiL 
amongst  these  boats  with  i>erfect  impunity  to  herself  and  utter  destrnc 
tion  to  them.     I  have  made  two  cruises  on  the  coast  of  Afrii 
the  passing  of  bars  by  boats,  unless  very  light  and  iu  broad  •, 
was  considered  tlie  most  dangen>us  duty  we  were  sobjecte<l  to,  lai. 
accidents  being  common  in  the  smoothest  weather.    Moreover,  this  pla. 
baa  been  Kpokcn  of  publicly  in  connection  with  the  U.  S.  shin  BrwMm, 


A  from  this  fact  is  probably  m:Mie  a  sj)ecia]  study  by  the  Charleston: 
c.-'^^y  I>roj)ose  three  tugs,  convoyed  by  light  drjtft  men  ot 


««ip»  ai«  M.'al>oats,  (J  feet  draft,  s"pee«l  14  knots.     Tbe  boilers 
-Uh  ai  feet  space  on  each  side,  to  be  tilK^d  with  coal 

fiomea  np  between  the  wheelhonses,  with  a  gaogvav  oa 
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eitlior  linnd  of  5  to  (!  feet,  euabliiig  us  to  i)ack  the  inapliiuery  with  two 
or  thrci'  thicknesses  of  bah-s  of  c«itton  or  hay..  This  rentiers  the  vuliier- 
iilih-  jiaiis  of  tlie  steamer  proof  airaiiist  grA]>e  and  fragments  of  .shells, 
hut  the  momentum  of  a  solid  sliot  would  probably  move  the  whole 
mass  and  disable  the  engine.  The  men  are  below,  entirely  protected 
from  grape;  provisions  on  deck.  The  first  tug  to  lead  in  empty,  to 
open  theii-  tire.  The  other  two  to  follow,  with  the  force  divided  and 
tow  ing  the  larg<(  iron  boats  of  the  linUic,  which  would  hold  the  whole 
force  sliouhl  everj'  tug  be  disabled,  and  empty  tliej^  would  not  impede 
the  tugs.  When  such  men  us  George  W.  Bluiit,  Charles  H.  Marshall, 
and  Russell  Sturgis,  all  seamen,  give  my  plan  the  yireference  it  must 
have  uietit.  At  Kinbmn,  in  the  Black  Sea  eight  gunboats  i)aS8ed  in 
the  night  forts  mounting  eight  guns;  only  one  boat  hit.  The  next  day, 
in  broad  daylight,  the  ('racier  (English)  came  out  under  their  delilier- 
ate  tire  distance  900  yards.  The  VIntlimar  (Russian  steamer  at  Sebas- 
toiMil)  was  under  tire  at  various  distances  during  the  whole  war,  but 
her  motion  jvreveiitcd  her  being  disabled.  How  few  of  Dahlgren's 
shots  hit  the  target  with  all  the  elements  of  success  he  is  capable  of 
produ<-nig!  I  am  sure  I  could  convince  tlie  authorities  of  the  prefer- 
ence that  is  due  to  this  plan  if  I  could  argue  the  plau  instead  of 
write  it. 

Sincerely,  yours, 

G.  V.  Fox. 


letter  from  O.  V.  Fox,  Mq.,  to  Hon.  Hontgomary  Blair,  relatmg  to  the  reenforoement  of  Foit 

Sumtor. 

Nbw  York,  March  /,  1S61. 

Dear  Blair:  I  jnst  met  Ras.sell  Sturgis,  who  has  charge  of  most  of 
the  towboats  in  the  harbor,  and  he  informs  me  that  the  Charleston 
authorities  have  opened  negotiations  here  for  th»'  purchase  of  two  tugs, 
and  that  the  two  pro])o.sed  are  two  of  the  three  I  have  selected,  being 
the  only  three  really  fit  tor  the  work  in  the  whole  city.  I  thought  it 
best  to  give  you  this  information  at  ont-e,  as  tlie  probability  of  reen- 
forcing  Fort  Sumter  e.xcept  by  landing  and  <v.ipturing  their  forts  will  be 
lessened  with  such  fine  boats  as  I  have  described  in  tlieir  possession. 
Captain  Sturgis  has  put  these  boats  in  order,  notwithstanding  my  plau 
bus  the  go  by,  for  we  all  feel  that  a  severe  discussion  must  bring  it  up 
again. 

I  met  a  Navy  ofHcer  to-day  who  has  just  received  a  letter  fi-om  Hart- 
stene.  He  is  a  captain  in  the  South  Carolina  navy,  with  the  same  pay 
as  a  United  States  captain,  and  has  charge  of  the  coast  defenses.  He 
thinks  he  has  ])revcnted  an  attack  upon  Sumter  so  far,  but  says  it  will 
soon  be  done  and  will  be  a  very  sanguinary  affair.  Paul  Hamilton,  esq., 
commands  the  floating  battery  now  launched.  They  have  four  tugs, 
which  do  not  amount  to  much  compared  to  one  of  these  powerfril  New 
York  ones. 

]  wrote  you  last  Sunday  in  full.    Write  me  as  soon  as  anything 
definite  is  done. 
Yours, 

G.  V.  Pox. 

[P.  S.] — Direct  yonr  letters  care  of  A.  H.  Lowery,  77  Nassau  street, 
and  I  get  them  in  the  morning;  otherwise  not  nntil  p.  m.    I  trust  you 
and  tlie  general  will  give  me  a  hand  in  this  business.    Ue  seems  most 
favorably  disposed  toward  me. 
If  w  E— VOL  4 15 
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Letter  from  Commander  Ooldaboroogh,  IT.  S.  Kavy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  ofleiing  hU 
MTTicee  for  the  reenforcemenl  of  Fort  Somter. 

Mount  Holly,  N.  J.,  March  lO,  1861. 
SrR:  Should  it  bo  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  reenlon-e  Fort 
Sumter,  in  the  harbor  of  Ghiirleston,  S.  C,  piirmit  me  to  i)roi»ost"  the 
emplojinent  of  one  or  more  Kuitable  projjellers,  cased  outside  and 
inboard  with  bales  of  cotton.  Two  or  tlirec  vessels  |)roperIy  fitte*!  iii 
this  way  could,  1  think,  reach  Fort  Sumter  without  being  materially 
injnied, 

I  should  be  happy  to  command  an  expedition  for  that  purpose,  and 
am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  B.  Goldsbokough, 

Commander,  U,  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SetTetury  of  the  Navy,  WaMtigton,  D.  C. 


Beportof  oommaadant  navy  yard,  Bew  Tork,  of  the  arrival  in  that  port  of  XT.  8.  S.  Powhatan. 

Navt  Takd,  New  York,  Mnreh  14, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  iiilorni  the  Department  that  the  U.  8.  S. 
Poichatan,  Captiiiu  Mercer,  arrived  in  this  harbor  yesterday  afternoon. 
The  ship  still  lies  in  the  North  River,  takiiifJT  out  her  powder,  and  will 
come  to  the  yard  to  tiiorrow  uiorniii{j,  to  which,  in  any  event,  she  would 
have  to  come  for  the  purpose  of  coiiliug. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  II.  Foote, 

Fro  Commandant. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  yavy,  Wa«hingtan. 


Plan  of  D.  K,  Smith,  eaq.,  for  the  reenforoement  of  Fort  Bnmter. 
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Boston,  March  18,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  The  followinjj  plan  for  reenforciufj  Fort  Sumter  occurred 
to  me  a  few  weeks  since,  wliii'li  I  think  is  privcticable.  which  is,  to  take 
a  steamer  with  its  machinery  below  <leck  and  lash  to  eacli  sitle  of  it  a 
vessel  of  the  same  size  tilled  with  wood  or  oak  timber,  with  pcrhai)8  an 
occasional  layer  of  boiler  plate,  which  would  reiidcr  it  b;ill  proof,  and 
one  at  the  bows  and  stern,  and  lay  two  or  three  layers  of  plate  over 
the  deck — be  protected  by  a  barrica^le  of  timber.  The  vessels,  being  of 
light  draft,  could  be  towed  to  the  fort  in  si>ite  of  cannon  sho*  or  shell. 
I  have  mentioned  this  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  here,  who  think  it 
could  be  done. 

If  you  think  it  worth  while  you  can  communicate  it  to  the  War 
Department. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  N.  Smith, 
IS  Water  Street,  Jioston. 

Mr.  Wilson. 
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Latter  from  Lieatentnt-Oeneral  Scott,  IT.  8.  Anny,  to  0.  V,  Fox,  etq.,  reqaecting  him  to  viiit 

Fort  Somter. 

Hbajjql'auters  of  the  Army, 

Wmliivgton,  March  ID,  1901. 

Dear  Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  leituest  contained  in  a  nt>te  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  me,  of  which  I  annex  a  copy,  1  rofjuest  that 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  proceed  U>  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  obtaiu 
permission,  if  necessary,  to  visit  Fort  Snmter,  in  order  to  enable  yoa  to 
comjily  with  the  wish  expressed  in  the  Secretary's  note. 

Please,  on  your  return,  to  report  accordingly. 

I  remain,  with  high  consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

AVlNFlELD    SOOTT. 

G.  V.  Fox,  Esfi. 

[BucloBflTtt.] 

War  Department,  March  J9, 1861. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  President  requires  accurate  information  in  regard 
to  the  command  of  Major  Anderson  in  Fort  Sumter,  and  wishes  a  com- 
petent person  sent  for  that  imrp(tse.  Yon  will  therefore  direct  some 
suitable  person  to  proceed  there  immediately,  and  report  the  result  of 
the  information  obtained  by  him. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Lieuteuaut-General  Winflkld  Scott. 


Order  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Havy  to  Captain  Mercer,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  8, 

Powhatan. 

Navy  Department,  March  28,  18G1. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  decided  ta  put  the  Powhatan  out  of  com- 
mission. Yon  will  therefore  pay  off  and  discharge  such  of  her  crew  as 
have  leas  than  a  year  to  serve,  giving  them  the  ordinary  discharge. 
The  remainder  you  will  transfer  to  the  receiving  ship  North  Carolina. 
The  marines  you  will  transfer  to  the  barracks,  and  then  turn  over  the 
Powhatan  to  the  comiuandant  of  the  yard. 

1  am,  respectfully,  youi'  obedient  seiTant, 

Gideon  Wku.es, 
Captain  Samitel  Merger, 

Cummandiiuj  V.  S.  S,  PotclMtan,  Newt  York, 


Order  from  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  ooopera- 
tion  with  the  War  Department  for  active  lervioe. 

ExECUTi\'E  Mansion,  March  29, 1861. 

Sir:  I  desire  that  an  expedition,  to  move  by  sea,  be  got  ready  to  sail 
as  early  as  the  6th  of  April  next,  the  whole  according  to  memorandum 
attached;  and  that  you  cooi)erate  with  the  Secretary  of  War  for  that 
object. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Hon.  SECRETARY  NaVY. 
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[  Menjorfuidiim.  ] 
A'ewy  Dtparlmtnl. 

The  rovahontas  at  Norfolk,  Pairnec  at  Washington,  and  revenue  rnt- 
t€r  Harriet  Lanr  at  New  York,  to  be  re^idy  for  sea  with  one  month's 
stores.  Three  hundrwl  seauieu  to  bo  ready  for  leaviug  the  receiving 
ship  at  New  York, 

}far  Departmtnt. 

Two  hundred  men  at  New  York,  ready  to  leave  garrison.  One  year's 
stores  to  be  put  iu  a  portable  form. 


Private  orden  of  th«  Soeretary  of  ths  Kavj  to  oommandant  navy  yard,  Hew  York,  for  tlta 
preparatioii  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

Privat-e.]  Navy  Depabtment,  March  30,  18<il. 

Sir:  You  will  be  jdeased  to  have  in  readinea.s  for  sea  service,  on  or 
before  the  Gtli  itf  April  next,  the  U.  S.  revenue  cutter  Harriet  Lane, 
transferred  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Navy  Department,  with  cue 
mouth's  stores. 

I  am,  sii-,  resitectfully,  your  obedieut  servaut, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Se<;retary  Navy. 
Commoilorc  Samuel  |L.]  Bbeese, 

^avy  Yard,  Xeu>  York. 


I 


Private  orden  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  for  prep- 

aratiou  of  V.  8.  8,  Pawnee. 

Private.]  Navv  DEPABTivrENT,  March  30,  ISOI. 

SiB:  You  will  be  pleased  to  have  in  readiness  for  sea  service,  on  or 
befori'.  tile  (ith  of  April  next,  the  steamer  PrtiPMce,  with  one  mouth's 
stores, 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  .servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

ISvcretury  Navy, 
Commodore  F,  Bitoilanan, 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Private  orden  of  the  8eoretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  for  prepara- 
tion of  TI.  8.  S.  Pocahonta*. 

Private.]  Navy  Depabtment,  March  30, 1S61. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  have  in  reaeiiness  for  sea  .service,  on  <«• 
before  the  Gth  of  April  next,  the  steamer  PocuhontuH,  with  one  mou tit's 
stores. 

1  am,  sir,  respectluly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 
Commo<lore  Gharlks  S.  MoCauley, 

Norfolk,  Va. 
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ITulrcrsin.] 

WashtnoToN,  Aprtl  1,  1S61. 
Fit  out  I'oirhaiaii  to  fjotost-a  at  earliest  possiblo  iiioiiieut. 

GiuEiiN  Welles, 

Secretary  yary. 
Commandant  Navy  Yard, 

Brooklyn,  N,  Y. 


1  Tflpsnim.  1 

Brooklyn,  April  J,  ISCl. 
Tlic  Potrhnfan,  after  landing  ber  storcR,  went  out  of  oomniisaion  at 
2  o'clock,    ("rew  on  board  the  North  Carolina.    Oflicera  mostly  left  with 
their  leave  of  absence. 

1  shall,  agreeable  to  the  last  orders,  refit  the  Powhatan  with  qnickest 
dispatch. 

As  there  will  be  but  few  men  left  not  wanted  for  the  Powhuian,  I 
shall  not  send  the  men  to  Norfolk  in  Hie  chartei^d  steamer, but  rumain 
ready  to  scud  t.licni  in  the  Jlarrut  Luiw,  if  ho  ordered. 

A.  H.  FooTE, 

Pro  Commafdant. 
ITitn.  Gideon  Welles, 

tkvretury  of  the  Xary,  Washington,  J).  0. 


[Telegrmn.] 

Washtnoton,  April  1,  J8G1. 
The  Department  revokes  its  orders  for  tln^  dctatdnnentof  theoilicers 
of  the  Poichiitan  and  the  transfer  and  discharge  of  her  crew.     Ilold 
her  iu  readiue'Ss  for  sea  service. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  S.  L.  Breese, 

Nary  Yard,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  ' 


■Older  from  the  oommaadant  navy  yard,  Waahington,  B.  0.,  to  Commander  Bowan,  oommanding 
V,  B.  8.  Pawnee,  to  prepare  that  veiMl  for  aea. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navv  Yard, 

WaJthinyton,  April  I,  1901. 

Sir:  Be  pleased  to  have  the  steam  alooi)  Pairnet',  under  your  com- 
mand, remly  to  i)rocced  to  sea  by  the  0th  instant,  with  one  month's 
stores,  and  telegraph  to  the  oflicera  on  leave  to  be  on  board  at  that 
time. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

P.  B  DOHA  WAN. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Pawnee. 
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[Telegram . ) 

WASHrNGTON,  April  2,  1861. 

Notify  the  officers  of  the  Poichatan  who  are  on  leave  of  absence  to 
return  immediately.  You  were  iiiforined  on  yesterday  of  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  detachment  of  the  ollicers  of  that  ship. 

GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  Nacy. 
Commodore  S.  L.  Breese, 

Jfapy  Yard,  Brooklyn,  A".  Y. 


[Tel»Kraro.| 

Bkooklyn,  April  2, 1861, 
Dispatch  received.  Detachments  were  delivered  at  il  yesterday 
afternoon.  Oflicers  have  not  left  their  addresses.  Two  or  three  whose 
residence  we  know  have  been  directed  to  return.  Will  write  by  mail. 
Storeship  Release  ready  for  sea.  Lieutenant  not  reported.  Shall  she 
go  to  sea  without  himt 

A.  H.  FooTB, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Baport  of  oommandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  regarding  reeall  of  offloan  to  the  IT.  8.  8. 

Fowhataa. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  2, 1861. 
Sir:  Yonr  telegram  of  this  date,  directing  me  to  notify  the  officers 
of  the  Poirhataii  who  are  on  leave  of  absence  to  return  immediately, 
has  been  received. 

Captain  Meicer  delivered  the  leaves  of  absence  to  the  officers  yester- 
day at  2  p.  m.,  and  they  left  the  yard  without  leaving  at  this  office  their 
places  of  residence.  When  officers  are  permanently  dctaclied  from  a 
vessel,  as  they  were  suppo.sed  to  be  in  this  case,  it  is  not  the  i»ractice 
for  them  to  leave  their  jilace  of  residence  at  this  office,  but  always  with 
the  Navy  Dei>artment;  and  1  presume,  therefore,  that  by  this  time  they 
have  reported  accordinnly,  and  will  be  reordered  by  the  IVpavtment, 
I  shall,  as  far  as  I  know  the  aildreases  of  the  officers,  recall  tlicm  by 
this  mail;  but  this  number  is  few;  in  fact,  I  only  know  the  residence  of 
Lieutenant  Thompstm  for  a  certainty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Pro  Commandant. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


B«p<irt  of  oommandant  navy  yard,  Nov  York,  regarding  revocation  of  ordara  in  the  case  of 

V.  8.  S.  Powhatan. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  5, 1861. 
Sm:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  I  sent  from  the  telegraph 
office  at  8  o'clock  last  evening  in  reply  to  orders  liy  telegraph  from  the 
Dejiartment  revoking  the  orders  for  putting  the  Powhatan  out  of  com- 
wJnaJoD.     Tbeae  orders  were  received  at  1  \i.  i»-i  while  the  previoc 


1 


0PIMIATI0N8  ON  THE  ATLANTIC   COAST. 

order  to  lay  up  the  ship  aud  discbarge  ber  crew  bad  been  executed  at 
2  J),  m,  so  tar  as  to  transfer  tbe  crew  to  the  North  Carolina  and  to  give 
Captain  Mercer  the  U-iivcs  of  absence  for  the  oflicers. 

Captain  Mercer,  with  t«o  engineers  aud  three  lorward  officers,  Lad 
not  left  tbe  city  when  the  connterniimding  order  came,  and  Captain 
Mercer,  by  my  re(juest,  ordered  theoflicers  torciiiain.  which  will  greatly 
facilitate  our  getting  tlie  sliip  leady  for  sea.  With  tlie  exception  of 
making  some  changes  and  gi\ing  a  new  pivot  gun  carriage  to  the  fore- 
castle gnu,  etc.,  we  shall,  by  tlie  greatest  efforts,  strive  to  Ijave  the  shij) 
ready  in  four  day.s,  although  itwoiUd  require  as  nuiny  weeks  to  put  the 
vessel  in  a  bigii  state  of  etliciency.  The  four  days  are  specified  with 
the  niulerstanding  tliat  the  ollicers  will  i'C[)ort  to-morrow  or  next  day, 
aiul  especially  the  paymaster  in  jdace  of  paymaster's  clerk.  Captain 
Mercer  will  go  on  board  as  soon  as  a  suHicieut  number  of  oflicers  report 
to  take  care  of  the  crew  and  ship;  two  lieutenants  and  one  jiaymaster 
are  deficient  even  when  t  he  renniining  four  lieutenants  rejoin  the  steamer. 
The  deficient  torwai'd  oihcer  is  a  sailmak<'r. 

In  consei|Ueuce  of  tbe  order  to  put  the  roirhatan  out  of  commission 
being  countermauded,  I  ant  unable  to  execute  the  j>revious  order  of  the 
Department  to  send  tlie  draft  of  ;St){)  men  to  Norfolk  in  the  chartered 
steamer  and  Harriet  Lane,  as  we  now  liave  no  more  men  than  will  be 
required  lor  the  Poirhatun,  which  will  be  fully  explained  by  Paymaster 
Etting  on  bis  return  to  Wasbingtxui. 

lam  not  in  receipt  of  any  letters  or  instructions  from  your  office 
tf)  (lay,  although  two  of  yesterday's  date  from  tbe  bureaus  were  received 
this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andkew  n.  FOOTK, 

Pro  Commandant, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[TolngTaiii.] 

Washington,  April  3, 1861, 
Tbe  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  desires  that  all  dispaU-b  be  made  in  pre- 
paring tbe  Powhatan  for  sea.     Kecall  officers  by  telegraph. 

HoBABX  F.  Berrien, 

Chief  Clerk, 
Commander  Foote, 

Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn,  N.  T, 


Beport  of  commanduit  nayy  yard.  New  York,  tegBrding  the  reoall  of  offioen  to  U.  8.  S.  Powhatan. 

Navy  Yaed,  New  York,  April ,?,  iStii. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie honor  to  report  to  tbe  Defiartment  that  tbe  following- 
named  officers  have  been  directed  by  telegraph  and  letter  to  rejoin  the 
Powhatan  forthwith,  viz: 

Lieutenant  W.  W.  Queen,  Philadelphia;  Lieutenant  George  Brown, 
Wasiiington;  Lieutenant ThnniasC.  Harris,  Philadelphia;  First  A.ssist- 
ant  Engineer  James  F.  Lanulin,  Baltimore;  First  Assistant  Engineer 
M'.  J.  Lamdin,  Baltimore;  Secoiul  Assistant  Engineev  JtoVvw  Vxw^.^, 
Washington;  Secoud  Assistant  Engineer  Jackaoul&.t>£«\HivA\,VV\v\j!^'^- 
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phia;  Third  Assistant  Engineer  H.  G.  Mcllvaine,  riiiladelpbia;  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  H.  C.  Mcllvaine  (dnplie^te).  Heading,  Piu;  Lieu- 
tenant .Marines  James  Wiley,  PLiludelpliia;  Lieutenant  Marines  James 
Wiley  (duplicate),  Wasliingion;  Sailujaker  Jacob  Stephens,  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  JoUdwing  officers  are  present  for  duty,  viz: 

Captain  Hanmel  Mercer,  Lieutenant  EgbertThonipson,  Surgeon  Joseph 
Wilson,  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  James  Laws,  Chief  Engineer  Ilar- 
maii  Newell,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  W.  H.  Gladiug,  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  Elijah  Laws,  Boatswain  Francis  McLoad,  Gunner  Bernard 
Duycker. 

1  have  directed  Lieuti'nants  Thomas  S.  Phelps  and  John  Downes 
(the  latter  by  telegraph),  also  Lieutenant  Watson  Smith  and  Carpenter 
Chick  to  report  to  me  lor  duty  on  board  the  Powhatan.  The  ship  will  ia 
all  probability  drop  down  to  the  North  Uiver  on  Friday  to  take  in  bet 
powder,  and  1  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  she  will  be  ready  to 
sail  on  Saturday. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

A. IL  FooTE, 

Pro  Commandant, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Wathiiigton. 

3  p.  in, — Telegram  just  received.  All  possible  dispatch,  night  and 
day.  being  made  to  get  Powhutun  off  the  yard  on  Friday. 

A.  n,  F., 
Pro  Commandant. 


Letter  from  SeeraUiy  ot  War  to  O.  T.  Fox,  eiq.,  mmigning  him  to  oomm&nd  exp«ditian  tar 

the  relief  of  Fort  Samter. 

Wab  Department, 

Washington,  April  4,  1861, 
SiB:  It  having  been  determiucd  to  succor  Fort  Sumter,  you  have 
been  selected  lor  this  important  duty.  Accordingly,  you  will  take 
cliaige  of  the  transports  provided  in  New  York,  having  the  troops  and 
8upi)lics  (II)  board,  to  the  entrance  (jf  Cliarleston  Harbor,  and  endeavor, 
in  tlie  first  instance.  t<  deliver  the  subsistence.  If  you  are  <)pj>i)sed  ia 
this  you  are  directed  to  report  tlie  fact  to  the  senior  naval  otticer  oU'  the 
harbor,  wlio  will  be  instructed  liy  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  use  his 
entire  force  to  open  a  jiassage,  when  you  will,  if  possible,  effect  an 
entrance  and  jdace  both  the  iroojis  and  suiiplies  in  Fort  Sumter. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoiu-  obedient  servant, 

Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War 
Captain  G.  V.  Fox, 

Waghinyton,  D.  C. 


lastmetionG  from  lieatenant-Oaneral  Scott,  U,  S,  Army,  to  Lieatenuit-Colonol  Soott,  V.  8. 
Aray,  regarding  expedition  for  roonforcoment  of  Fort  Suintor. 

Confidential.]  IIeadquartebs  of  the  Ar.my, 

Wmhinnton,  D.  C,  April  4,  18G1, 
Siii:  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Captain  G.  V.Fo.\,  e.x-offl- 
cer  of  the  Navy,  and  u  geutlemau  of  high  standing,  as  well  as  iMssessed 


of  extraordinary  nautical  ability.  Ho  is  cliargfd  by  bigli  autboiity 
here  with  the  i-onuDituil  of  uu  expedition  (under  cover  of  uertaiu  sliii>8 
of  war)  wiiose  object  is  t^t  reenforce  Fort  Sumter. 

To  embark  with  Captain  Fox,  you  will  cause  a  detachment  of  recruits, 
say  about  "(HJ,  lo  bo  iiumediat»>ly  organized  at  Fort  Columbus,  with  a 
com|ictent  number  of  oHieers,  arni.s,  ainiiiuiiition,  and  isii Insistence.  A 
large  surpbis  of  the  tatter — indeed,  as  great  as  the  vesseKs  of  tlto  expe- 
dition will  take — with  other  necessaries,  will  be  ueeded  for  the  aug- 
mented garriMin  of  Fort  Sumter. 

The  subsistence  and  other  supplies  should  be  assorted  like  those 
which  were  i)rovided  by  you  and  Captain  Ward,  of  the  Navy,  for 
a  former  expedition,  ('onsult  Captain  Fox  and  Major  l^aton  on  the 
subject,  and  give  all  necessary  orders  in  ujy  name  to  lit  out  the  esjje- 
diti<in,  exce])t  tlint  the  hiring  ()f  vessels  will  be  left  to  others.  Some 
fuel  must  bo  shipped.  Oil.  artillery,  implements,  fuses,  cordage,  slow 
nnitches,  nu-elianical  levers,  and  gins,  etc  .  should  also  be  put  on  I.)oard. 
('onsnlt  also,  if  necessary  (coulidentially ),  Colonel  Tompkius  arid  Major 
Thorn  tfiD. 

Kespectfully,  yours, 

WiNPiELu  Scott. 

Lieuteuaut  Colonel  H.  L.  Scott, 

AUt-ilf  Camp,  etc. 


[XcUgrkm.] 

New  York,  April  4, 1861. 
Otflcers  of  the  Powhatan  want  two  months'  advance  on  their  mess; 
furniture  was  given  away  and  new  onttit  necessary.    They  are  other- 
wise in  debt.     Caj)t«in  wants  lour  midshipmen  ordered  to  roirliata>i. 
Lieutenant  Erbeu  just  reported.    liekasc  will  sail  at  2  this  afternoon. 

A.  II.  FuoTE. 
Hon.  G.  Welles. 

Advance  authorizecl  aud  eonimandaut  iiilbrmed  April  4,  ISOl. 


Older  from  ActgatanVOenaral  Thomu,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Colonel  Tompkini,  O.  8.  Army,  to  oliuter 


AD.irTANT-GENEUAL'S  OFFICE, 
War  Department,  Wednemlai/,  April  /,  IsiU. 
SiE:  Hy  direction  of  the  War  Dei)artment  you  will  charter  such  ves- 
sels as  Cai)tain  G.  V.  Fox,  the  bearer  of  this,  may  desiguate,  for  such 
times  and  with  such  sup])lies  as  he  may  indicate. 

I  am,  ail',  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  TnoMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 

Colonel  1>.  1>.  ToTPKiNS, 

AHsistnnt  Quartermaster- General,  yew  York,  X.  Y. 
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'  Boport  of  oommud&nt  navy  yui.  New  York,  regarding  preparmtioiu  for  expedition  to  Fort 

Somtei, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  4, 1861. 
SiU:  rnptain  Jlcipa  1ms  calkKl  on  me  with  a  letttr,*  sliowiiig  bis 
niithority  tVoin  tlio  Governmeut  to  have  certain  preparations  made  and 
tliiiijjs  placed  on  board  of  vessels  soon  to  go  to  sea,  about  which  you  are 
familiar;  bnt  as  the  orders  do  not  come  direct,  1  make  this  report:  but 
ax  no  t  inio  is  to  be  lost,  I  am  preparing  what  is  called  for,  and  reiwrt  my 
ai'tion. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  in  grait  haste,  yoar  obedient  ser^-ant, 
K  A.  II.  FOOTE, 

^B  Pro  Commandant, 

^^         Hon.  (iIDKON    \VELt.F.S, 


'  or  tiM  Boontuy  of  the  Havy  to  Cnwonder  Bowkl,  V.  B.  >aTy,  eon 
7»WQ0tt  lo  proceed  with  that  T—il  to  >«fclk  naTy  yazd. 


Bdiag  V.  8.  B. 


Navy  Depabtmest,  April  4, 1661. 
Hiu ;  You  will  pixx-wnl  immediately  with  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Patcnee 
III  llie  navy  yunl  at  Norlolk.  for  the  purpose  of  reO)eiviug  a  month's  sap- 
iily  of  provisions.    The  eommuudant  of  the  yard  there  will  be  directed 
io  have  llieni  ii<ady  to  be  put  ou  board  immediately  ou  her  arrivaL 
I  am,  respeclfuliy,  your  obedient  servaut, 

OlDSON.  WKLX£S. 

Uoiittniuider  S.  O.  KowAS. 

Vommandinf  V,  S.  S,  Pattnee,  Wm*kimft»m. 


(VMindendul.l  Navy  DKPAKTXBrr,  April  5, 1861. 

'lint  He.  lelary  of  the  Xavy  desires  that  all  dtspatdi  be  ma«le  in  pre- 
parliiK  I  he  yVtr^.i/rti*  fi>r  se«i.     Kecall  officers  by  teJegraph. 

, ,  Stentar^  Xary. 

ronnumutor  .\,  U.  KtH^TB, 


OMW  If  llm  •M>r»tikrr  af  tk*  Wavy  t»  —  eUnt  TwhwiK.  V.  a  Xavy 
1nm>.  i^HaAtva,  n«m«^  tt»  wli^^Mal  ri  ^MvSMh  tea  Ma  m 

""""''"""•»'l  XaTT  DBTAKraXT,  AprU  5,  1S61. 

MwliU.l\  ''?'*'"  "  ^«>  !■>■■.  OWMIJM  J.  P,  GiU^  have 

lltUMI  >Vlllltll'tt\Mt  t«M)i)  t««l«n-«aM^Miitesi>e«al  <v>rvirv> 


*  M<>a>i  •  ()i  (h»  <<\t«i»lUi««k  f^  tw  nIW  «f  ran 
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Confidential  initmotions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Meroer,  U.  8.  Rayy, 
commanding  V.  8.  8.  Powhatan,  regarding  expedition  to  Fort  Sumter. 

Confidential.)  Navy  Depautment,  ^/;rii  5,  J6'6i. 

Sir  :  The  U.  S.  steamers  I'oirhatan,  i'airuei',  Pocahontas,  aud  Harriet 
Lane  will  compose  »  naval  Ibrte,  under  jour  coniniand,  to  be  sent  to 
the  vicinity  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  for  the  jjurjiose  of  aiding  in  carrying 
out  the  objects  of  an  expedition  of  which  the  War  Department  has 
charge. 

The  j)rimary  object  of  the  expedition  is  to  provision  Fort  Sumter,  for 
which  purpose  the  War  Department  will  furnish  the  iiecessaiy  trans- 
purta.  Should  th«  authorities  at  Charleston  permit  (he  fort  to  be  sup- 
plied, no  further  purtiouJar  service  will  be  rcrpiired  of  the  force  under 
your  coniniand,  and  after  being  •satistied  that  sup])lies  have  been 
received  at  the  fort  the  Pouliatan,  rotaliontan,  and  Harriet  Lane  will 
return  in  New  York  and  the  Pairnee  to  Washington. 

Should  the  authorities  at  Charleston,  however,  refuse  to  peimit  or 
attempt  to  prevent  tiie  vessel  or  vessels  having  supplies  on  board  from 
entering  the  harbor  or  from  peaceably  proceeding  to  Fort  Sumter,  yon 
will  proti'ct  the  transports  or  boats  of  the  expedition  in  the  object  of 
their  mission,  di.sposiiig  of  your  force  in  such  manner  as  to  ojx'n  the 
way  for  their  ingress,  and  afl'oid,  so  far  as  practicable,  security  to  the 
men  and  boats,  and  repelling  by  force,  if  necessarj^,  all  obstructions 
toward  ])rovisioiiing  the  ftrtand  reenforciugit;  for  in  case  of  resistance 
to  the  i>eaceable  juimary  object  of  the  expedition  a  reeuforcement  of 
the  garrison  will  also  lie  attempted. 

These  purposes  will  be  under  the  .supervision  of  the  War  Deparrment, 
which  hascharge  of  the  expedition.  Theexpeditiou  has  been  intrusted 
to  Cajitain  G.  V.  Fox,  with  whom  you  will  put  yourself  in  communica- 
tion, aud  cooperate  with  him  to  accomplish  aud  carry  iuto  eflect  its 
object. 

You  will  leave  New  York  with  the  PoKhntan  in  time  to  be  ofl'  Charles- 
ton bar,  HI  miles  lilstant  from  and  due  east  of  the  lighthouse,  on  the 
morning  <if  the  11th  instant,  there  to  await  I  lie  arrival  of  the  transport 
or  transport.s  with  troops  and  stores.  The  Pairnce  and  A>tv»7io«^«s  will 
be  ordered  to  join  you  there  at  the  time  mentioiu'd,  and  also  the  Har- 
riit  Lane,  which  latter  vessel  has  been  placed  under  the  control  of  this 
Department  for  this  service.  Cn  the  tetaiination  of  the  expedition, 
whether  it  be  jieaceable  or  otherwise,  the  several  vessels  under  your 
<:onunand  will  return  to  the  respective  ])ort.s,  as  above  directed,  unless 
some  unfoieseen  ciicumstances  should  prevent. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Kavy. 

Captain  SA.MtT:L  Mercer, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  PoKhatan,  New  York, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Sowan,  IT.  8.  Havy,  commanding  IT.  8.  S. 
Pawnee,  to  report  for  special  service  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Confidential.)  Navy  Depaktjcbnt,  April  5, 1861. 

Sir:  Alter  the  Paicnec  shall  have  been  provisioned  at  Norfolk  you 
will  jiroceed  with  her  to  sea  and  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant 
apiiear  ott'  Charleston  bar,  1(1  miles  distant  from  and  due  east  of  the 
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liglitbouse,  wbero  yon  will  report  to  Captain  Samuel  Mercer,  of  the 
J'oirhtitun,  lor  «pticial  service.  Slioald  bo  not  be  tbere,  you  \rill  await 
bis  arrival. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ctideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nary. 
Coiuuiauder  8.  C.  EowAN, 

Covimanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  Norfolk. 


Order  of  the  Seeretuy  of  the  Kavy  to  Commander  Oillia,  IT.  B.  Navy,  eonunanding  V.  8.  S. 
FoeaJiontaf,  to  report  for  apeoial  serrice  off  Charleiton,  8.  C. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Depaetment,  April  5,  1861. 

SiK:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  witb  tbe  Pocahontas  ami  on  tbe  morn 
inp:of  tlic  lltli  instant  iii)])earott'Cbarlestoii  bar,  10 miles  distant  from 
and  due  cast  of  tbe  ligbt  bouse,  wliere  you  will  report  to  Captaiu 
Samuel  Mercer,  of  tbe  Potchotan,  for  sj^ecial  service.    Sbould  he  not  be 
tbere,  you  will  await  bis  arrival. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commander  .T.  P.  (riLLlS, 

Vommanditiij  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Beeretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Fanneo,  TT.  8.  Bavenne  Harine,  oommaading 
IT.  8.  8.  Harriet  Lane,  to  report  for  special  servioe  off  Charletton.  8.  C. 

Confidential  j  NaA'T  'DFA\^nT^^E^ST,  April  5,  IfiGl, 

NiR:  Tbe  revenue  fsteamer  ITarrirt  Lane  baving  been  temporarily 
placed  under  tbe  nidcrs  of  this  Department,  you  will  proceed  witb  ber 
from  New  York  in  tiuic  to  ajipi-ac  off  Cbarlcston  bar,  10  miles  distant 
l"rom  and  due  cast  of  tbe  Jightbousc,  on  tbe  morning  of  tbe  lltb 
instant,  wberc  you  will  rei>ort  to  Captain  Samuel  Mercer,  of  tbe  Poic- 
hatan,  tor  special  service.  Sbould  be  not  be  tbere,  you  will  await  bis 
arrival. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  Faunce, 

Vomwandinij  U.  S,  Revenue  Steamer  Harriet  Lane,  New  York, 


I  Telegram.] 

Nkw  Yokk,  April  S,  ISni. 
I  am  executing  orders"  received  from  (lie  Govprnment  tlirougb  tlie 
Navy  oflii^cr  as  well  as  from  tbe  Army  otlicer.     Will  write  fully  it  pos- 
sible txj-day,  certainly  tomorrow.     I  bope  tbe  Powhatan  will  sail  this 
evening. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

For  Commandant. 
ITou.  Gideon  Weli.er, 

Secretary  of  Nary. 


0PERATI0N8  ON  THE  ATLANTIC  COAST, 

(Tclegmn.) 

Bkooklyn,  .l^>*-t7  5,  lUtii. 
Powhatan  ready  for  sea  and  will  droj)  dowu  otV  the  liatteiy  at  day- 
light aud  wait  your  orders.     Lieutenant  Queen  lias  reported  iind  Lieu- 
tenant Downs  is  relieved.     Lieutenant  Smith  is  the  only  licuteuaut  of 
the  FoufhatUH  you  have  uot  specially  ordered. 

A.  11.  FooTE. 
Uou.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  Navy. 


[Telcgnni.J 

Washington,  April  5, 1861. 
Delay  the  PowhuUm  I'ur  further  iustructioua. 

Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  S'acy. 
Commander  A.  H.  Foote, 

Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. 


Otdar  of  the  Beeretary  of  ths  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York. 

Navy  Depaetment,  April  5,  itojl. 
Sib:  Should  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Queen  not  re^xtrt  for  duty  on  board 
the  Poirhatan  hy  tlio  7th  instant,  you  will  order  one  of  the  Ueuteuants 
of  the  rweiviii)^  ship  Xvrllt  Ciiroiiiitt  to  take  his  |ila<;e. 
Inform  the  Depart  nieut  of  your  action  under  this  order. 
1  am,  respectfully,  yuui-  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commodore  S.  L.  Brbese, 

Commandant  Nacy  Yard,  Neu>  York. 


[Xelegnuu.] 

New  York,  April  6,  ISGl. 
The  Powhatan  sailed  at  2:45  this  afternoon,  just  before  Mr.  Seward's 
telegram*  reached  lue  for  Captain  Porter.  I  have  ordered  a  lieuti-nant 
to  go  after  her  iu  a  steamer  unless  she  is  out  of  si-jht;  she  goes  direct 
to  sea;  Captain  Porter  is  aboard.  I  handed  Capt^iin  Mercer  your 
orders  of  yesterday;  also  a  telegram,  this  afternoon,  signed  by  Mr. 
Ilobart  fRerrien);  but  Captains  Meigs,  Porter,  and  Mercer,  alter  a 
consultation,  concluded  to  have  Porter  go  in  Powhatan. 

A.  11.  Foote, 

For  Commandant. 
Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Htfcrctary  Xary,  Willurd'g. 
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BepoTt  of  oommsndaut  navy  ytird,  New  York,  rsg&rding  change  of  commaad  of  V.  B.  8. 

Fowbatan. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  €,  1861. 
Sir:  Yonr  orders  of  tlie  r>th  were  received  by  Captain  -Mercer  to-day. 
Captain  Meigs,  Lieutenant  Porter,  and  Captain  Mercer,  after  consulta- 
tion, concluded  that  Lieutenant  I'orter  sliould  go  out  in  the  Poirliatan, 
as  tlie  arrangements  were  vital  to  success;  at  least  so  I  was  informed, 
not  being  jirosent  at  the  consultation.  A  few  minutes  before  the  Poic- 
lititan  sailed  1  delivered  a  telegram  to  Cai)taiu  Mercer,  signed  H.  Ber- 
rien, saying  that  Paymaster  (iulick  will  deliver  a  dispatch  to  me  this 
evening.  But  at  2:30  o'clock  tlie  Powhatun  sailed;  at  3  o'clock,  when 
the  Potchatini  was  out  of  sigiit,  I  received  a  disi)atth  directed  to  Lieu- 
tenant Porter  from  Mv.  Seward,  telling  him  to  proceed  without  the 
Poirliiitdu,  as  directed  in  the  dispatch  to<'aptaiu  Meigs.  I  have  sent 
to  New  York  a  lieutenant,  with  orders  to  charter  a  steamer  and  chase 
the  Poirliotdii.  unless  there  is  no  hope  of  overtaking  her.  It  is  time  to 
close  the  iiiiiil,  and  I  will  write  fully  by  next  mail. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

A.  H.  FooTE, 

For  Commandant, 
[Hon.  GiDEow  Welles, 

Hi'vrctary  of  the  Nary.] 


Captain  Mercer  leaves  the  Powhatan  at  Stateu  Island, 
that  Captain  Meigs  has  sailed  this  afternoon. 


I  am  informed 
A.  U.  F. 


Additional  report  of  oommandant  navy  yard.  New  Tork,  regarding  change  of  oommand  of 

IT.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 


Navt  Yard,  New  York,  April  6, 1861. 
Sm:  T  hastily  informed  the  Department  by  mail  to-day  of  the  cir- 
cnmstances  under  which  the  Poirhiitnii  sailed  with  Lieutenant  Porter 
on  board,  Captain  Mercer  taking  the  ship  down  as  far  as  Stateu  Island, 
with  the  view  of  there  handing  her  over  to  Lieutenant  Porter;  also  that 
I  had  given  Captain  Mercer  the  telegram  received  from  the  Department, 
informing  us  that  Piir.ser  (Iulick  would  arrive  this  evening  with  a  dis- 
jiatch.  1  had  previously  handed  ('ajitain  Mercer  a  sealed  letter  from 
the  Department,  addressed  to  him,  which  was  this  morning  received. 
I  further  stated  that  Captains  Meigs,  Porter,  and  Mercer  had  held  a 
consultation  in  reference  to  the  orders  and  the  service  in  (luestiou. 
Befoie  the  roiclialttn  sailed  Captain  Mercer  handed  me  a  piiper  stating 
the  following: 

Captain  Morror  has  tnmed  the  command  of  the  Powhatan  over  to  Lieutenant  D.  D. 
Porter  by  order*  of  tlio  President,  and  alio  haa  gone  to  sea.  Cuptain  Morcer  intends 
to  give  Cuptnin  Fniinco  (of  the  Barritt  Lane)  a  copy  of  his  inatructious  from  the 
Niivy  I>vpiirtmeiit  and  direct  hi  in  to  report  to  the  senior  niivnl  ollicer  ho  luiiy  meet 
with  off  C'harleHton,  giving  him  tlio  copy  of  iuatnictions,  wliieh  r»pt«in  Meroer  will 
certify  us  ii  correct  copy.  Captain  I'linnce  will  be  directed  lo  proceed  under  his 
order  from  tlio  l)e]>Brtinont  dated  April  5,  otr  Charlesdm  liar,  iinlesH  I'aptain  l-'aiince 
receives  counter  orders  from  the  Department.  Cnptains  Meigs,  Porter,  a.ad  Mercer, 
after  consaltutiou,  detenuined  upon  this  course. 

•Seep.  109. 
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Captain  Mercer  will  probably  be  in  New  York  tils  evening  and 
explain  liimself  more  lully  to  the  Department. 

1  also  referred  to  having  sent  Lieutenant  Hoe,  of  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment, to  procure  a  steamer  and,  if  jiosaible,  overhaul  the  Powhatan  and 
ii\\Ci  Cajitiiin  I'ortor  the  dispatch  sent  him  by  IJou.  Mr.  Seward,  but  I 
fear  that  the  Poirliatati  had  then  ])roceeded  too  far  to  bo  overhauled; 
Lieutenant  Itoe  has  not  yet  retnrned. 

I  will  on  ^Monday  send  a  correct  list  of  ollicers  of  the  Poirhatnn.  Hy 
the  urgent  reijuest  :ih<1  assurance  of  authority  on  the  part  of  Lieuten- 
ant I'orter,  as  tlie  four  master's  mates  could  not  bo  sliijiped  iu  time  I 
permitted  hitu  to  take  seven  lieutenants — an  extra  one.  The  two  lien- 
tfuants  ordered  without  express  autliority  of  the  Department  were 
Lieutenant  Perry  antl  Lieutenant  Smith, of  Philadelidiia.  I  had  heard 
that  the  first  had  been  ordered  by  the  Department,  and  as  he  wished 
to  go,  as  well  as  frnm  the  entreaties  of  Mrs.  Lavinia  I'erry,  and  espe- 
cially as  Lieutenant  Porter  wanted  the  number,  1  ordered  him,  while 
Lieutenant  Smith  luul  before  been  ordered  to  till  ui>  the  complement, 
and  was  named  in  a  list  presented  to  me  by  Lieutenant  I'orter. 

The  marine  <jilicer,  Lieutenant  Broome,  went  out  iu  the  shiji,  and  Mr. 
Heap,  from  Washington,  as  acting  paymaster,  as  Lieutenant  J'orter 
informed  Captain  Mercer  and  myself  on  or  by  authority  of  the 
Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  IL  FooTK, 

Pro  Commandant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVaoy,  Washinyton. 


Additional  report  of  commandant  navy  yard.  New  York,  regarding  change  of  command  of 
U.  8.  8.  Powhatan,  and  tranimitting  enclosure. 

Navy  Yabd,  New  Yokk,  April  6, 1861 — 6  p.  m. 
Sib:  By  great  exerti<ms,  highly  commendable,  Lieutenant  Itoe  over- 
hauled the  PoK/ia<nn,  and  I  send  Lieutenant  (Commanding  Porter's  rea- 
sons, as  assigned  in  the  enclosed  note,  for  proceeding  with  the  ship. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nacy,  Wanhinglon,  D.  O, 

[Enclasaro.] 

Saturday  [April  6,  isei] — 5  p.  m, 
Sm:  The  dispatch  intrusted  to  me  for  Lieutenant  Porter  bas  been 
delivered  into  his  hands.  The  Powhatan  was  below  (juarantine  and 
underway  for  the  Narrows  when  I  reached  her.  Lieutenant  Porter 
desired  me  to  express  his  regrets  to  you  that  the  disjjatch  came  to  his 
hands  so  late,  and  that  it  was  too  late  to  change  his  plans,  inasmuch  as 
the  Atlantic  had  alrea<ly  gone  to  sea. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  UoE. 

Lieutenant, 
Captain  A.  II.  Foote, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn  [Netc  Tork], 


Lieutenant  Roe  overbaulod  the  Poichntan  and  gave  the  telegriam(_ 
Mr.  Sewaril  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Porter,  who  said  that  one 
steamer  hud  sailed  and  it  was  too  hiU\  Captain  Mercer  hud  lett  the 
Powhatan.     I  will  write  to-morrow. 

A.   n.  FOOTE, 

For  Couimaiidant,  ] 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  yavy,  Willard'g. 


Beport  of  conuuanduit  avrj  yard,  Waahington,  of  the  departure  from  that  yard  of  V.  B. 

Pawnee. 

CoMMAxnANTV  Office,  Naat  Yard, 

Washington,  April  0,  1861, 
SiR:  I  have  to  report  for  the  information  of  tlie  Department  that  the 
U.  iS.  S.  I'uwnrc,  Conunandfr  Kowan  cotniiinndin;,',  left  this  yard  tbj^ 
morning  for  Norfulk,  \'a.,  in  obedienw  to  its  order  of  the  4th  iu.stai 
1  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servaut,  1 

Feankn.  Buchanan, 

Commandant,  | 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sevretari/  of  the  yavy. 


tern 
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Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Kew  York,  regarding  offieeiing  of  the  V,  8.  B.  PowhatI 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  S,  lf<61. 

StR:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  in.stant,  directing  me  to  order  one  of  tl 
lieiitenantsof  the  receiving  ship  iVor^A  (')i roll iki  oi\  board  thv  I'oir hate 
provided  Lieutenant  Qiieeu  did  not  report  for  duty  by  the  7th  iustaQ 
has  been  received. 

In  reply  1  reapectfally  infonii  the  Department  that  the  Powhata 
sailed  on  the  (ith  instant  atli:45  p.  ni.  with  liieutenaiit  Queen  on 
board,  who  had  reported  on  the  5th  instant.  I  had  detailed  a  licutei 
ant  from  the  receiving  .ship  to  go  out  in  the  Poirluitan  in  case  the  co] 
plement  of  her  lieulenantssliould  not  be  lilleil  when  that  vessel  sail 
1  bad  likewise  ordered  one  of  tlie  yjird  and  one  of  the  Coast  Surve; 
lieutenants,  as  well  as  Lientenaut  IHnviies,  from  Boston,  and  Lieut 
ant  Watson  iSmitli,  from  Philadelphia,  to  be  ready  to  sail  in  that  v 
sel;  but  as  will  be  seen  by  the  ac'coinimnyiug  list  of  ollieers,  Lieut 
ants  Perry  and  Smith  of  this  number  only  went  out  in  the  Poirhatm 
The  reasons  for  ordering  Lieutenant  Perry  have  already  been  exi)lained, 
As  stated  in  a  Ibrnier  eoninmnication,  these  gentlemen  were  ordered  bj 
request  of  Lientenaut  Poiter,  who  showed  his  authority  for  selecting 
oflicers  and  informed  me  that  the  Department  understood  and  would 
approve  it  all.  I  acted  in  this  matter  after  consulting  with  Captain 
Mercer. 

I  also  directe<l  Third  Assistant  Engineer  F.  H.  Fletcher,  on  tem 
rary  duty  at  this  yard,  to  take  the  place  of  Third  Assistant  Engini 
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GliMliiig,  who,  altlioujrli  having;  he«}\  relustMl  iK-rmissiou  to  go  to  Phila- 
de!i>lii;i  liy  CiipUiiii  Mercer,  still  did  go,  and  was  absent  when  the  Puic- 
hatan  siiiied.  The  enclosed  statement  of  Captain  Mercer  will  mor(i| 
fully  explain  the  case  of  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Glading. 

Paymaster  Giilick  reiiorteil  on  the  evening  of  the  tJth  instant  after 
the  Poichatan  had  sailed.  The  Harriet  Lane  sailed  at  9  o'clock  this 
morning. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andkew  H.  Foote, 

Pro  Commandant. 
[Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nav^y.] 

V.  8. — There  are  but  few  persons  who  are  yet  aware  of  Lieutenant^ 
Porter's  going  out  in  the  Powhatan. 

A.  H,  F. 


Beport  of  th«  oommandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  of  the  arrival  of  XT.  S.  8.  Pawnee  at  that 

yard. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yaed, 

Oosport  [Norfolk],  Aprils,  1S61. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  U. S.  S.  Pa tcnec arrived 
at  this  stiition  yesterday  morning. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  8.  McCAt-LEY, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waghington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  I.  J.  Baxter,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  presentiiig  plan  for  the  relief  of  | 

Fort  Sointer. 

Peekskill,  N.  \',,  April  9,  1801. 
Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  jilaii  of  throwing  supplies  into  Fort  J 
Sumter,  which  I  respectful ly  subuiit  to  your  examination. 
Yours,  lor  the  Union, 

1.  J.  Baxter. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

fGncloaare.] 

Peekskill.  April  9, 1861. 

The  following  repre-senta  a  powerful  ])r<ipetler,  with  log  floats  on  each 

side  long  enough  to  protect  the  entire  length  of  vessel,  with  bridges 

slightly  arched,  to  span  across  fore  antl  abaft;  the  floats  covered  with 

bags  of  sand,  say  '.\  feet  thick,  and  high  enough  to  jtrotect  the  side.s  of 

vessel.    The  following  i>lau,  if  properly  con.structed,  can  throw  supplies 

into  Port  Sumter  in  defiance  of  all  their  batteries. 

Most  respectfully  submitted. 

Yours,  truly, 

I.  J.  Baxter. 

N  W  R — VOL  4 16 
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Bcport  of  Commander  Bowan,  IT.  S,  Kavy,  oommanding  V.  8,  8.  Pawnee,  of  the  departure  of 

that  vesisl  for  sea. 

F.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnke, 

Off  Cape  Henri/,  April  in,  I8(jl. 
SiB:  I  bavo  tlie  honor  to  inform  tlie  Department  that  I  am  at  sea,  in 
obedience  to  orders  dat(;d  tho  ."ith  instant.     I  was  prepared  to  leave  at 
daylight  ye.sterday  morning,  bnt  was  delayed  by  a  very  heavy  easterly 
gale  that  has  been  blowing  sijice  Sunday  last. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  JiOWAN, 

ComnMitder. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nari/,  Waghinflton,  D.  C, 


eport  of  Commander  OUUb,  0.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Pooahontaa,  of  the  departnre  of 

that  vessel  for  sea. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
At  Sea,  off  Capes  of  Virginia,  April  10,  IHGl. 
Sir:  Having  been  detained  by  tlii('k  weather  and  heavy  gales  from 
southward  and  eastward,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  our  depar- 
ture, in  obedience  to  your  order  received  yesterday  and  dated  5th  instant. 
Will  exert  all  diligence  and  disi)atch. 

Herewith  1  forward  a  liatof  ollieers  and  crew  attached  to  this  vessel. 
I  am,  very  i"e8i>ectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Glllis, 
Commander,  V,  S.  Navy. 

Hon,  (itDEON   VVELLE.S, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wanhintfton  City,  D.  0, 


Boport  of  Commander  Gillis,  V.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  IT.  8.  8,  Pooahontaa,  of  the  arrival  of 
that  Teasel  off  Charleston,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  April  14,  Mil. 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  t^o  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  the 
anchorage  de.-^ignated  hi  your  order  of  the  5th  instant,  the  receipt  of 
which  1  acknowledged  ott'  the  capes  of  Virginia. 

The  weather  eontimied  iiiipropitious.  We  reached  here  on  the  13th 
and  found  at  anchor  tlie  rairnre,  Harriet  Lane,  and  Baltic.  I  went 
immediatelj'  on  board  the  former,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  send 
jirovisions  and  some  men  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Sumter  after  dark  of 
same  day. 

The  conflagration  of  the  quarters  in  Fort  Sumter  was  observed,  when, 
in  onler  ti>  save  time,  1  requested  <  'omniander  Rowan  to  dispat<'h  an 
officer  to  communicate  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  batteries  on 
shore,  expressing  our  desire  to  take  oft"  the  heroic  and  ])atriotic  Major 
Anderson  and  his  command  if  they  had  survived  the  conflagration  in 
Fort  Sumter.  The  officer  returned  with  a  reply  from  the  batteries  that 
an  answer  woald  bo  sent  this  morning  to  Cumming's  Point,  oj)posite 
Sumter.  I  was  prepared  to  go  n[>  in  our  boats  to  receive  itwheij  one  of  the 
Charleston  sleamerscame  down  with  LieutenautSuyder,of  Fort  Sumter, 
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on  board,  wlm  Itrou.iclit  me<  a  iue«8ago  from  Major  Anderson  and  the 
fact  of  (lu'ir  liifjlily  hmionihlc  tcrniH  in  evacuating  the  fort.  Major 
Andersoti  (k'siri'il  to  know  what  means  of  tran8j)ortation  we  could  give 
him.  I  jilacwl  iit  liis  disposal  all  \vc  had,  and  i)roceedeil  to  Fort  Sumter 
t*»  ulViM-  it  in  jierson.  tie  Ifaves  to  day  for  >«ew  York  in  the  Jialtic, 
sLould  sbe  havo  act'umniodatiou  for  Itimsdf  and  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  GlI-LIS. 

Hon.  Gideon  VVelle.s, 

Secret^ir;/ of  the  Navi/,  WimhiiujUm,  P.C. 

P.  S. — Will  you  jdease  extaise  the'  haste  with  which  I  writeT  The 
different  vessels  will  leave  today  for  the  ports  desifjnated  in  your 
orders  to  Captain  Mercer,  U  S.  J<avy,  5th  instant.  Tiie  I'owhatan  ha.s 
not  been  here. 


Bsport  of  G.  V.  Fox,  aiq.,  to  the  Becreuiiy  of  War,  ragftrding  expedition  under  his  oommand 

for  the  telief  of  Fort  Sumter. 

Steamer  Bax,tic, 
Nm  TorA-,  April  I'J,  18<;i. 

Sir:  T  sailed  from  New  York  in  this  vessel  Tuesday  morning,  the 
Kttli  j!.itli|  instant,  having  dis|iati'he(i  one  steam  tug,  the  I'ltctr  7>V»,  the 
evening  i>revious  to  retitlezvous  otf  riiarleston.  The  Yankee,  another 
charterecl  tug,  followed  us  to  the  Hook,  and  1  left  instructions  to  send 
on  the  Freeborn. 

We  arrived  oft"  Charleston  the  12th  instant  at  3  a.  m.,  and  found 
only  the  Harriet  Lane.  Weather  during  the  whole  time  a  gale.  At  7 
a.  m.  tlie  r'awim-  arrived,  anil,  according  to  his  orders,  <_"aptaiu  Ilowan 
anchored  lli  miles  east  of  the  liglit  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Pow- 
hatan. I  stood  in  with  the  l{a!tir  U>  execute  my  orders  by  offip.ring,  iu 
the  flrst  ])Iace,  to  carry  provisions  to  Fort  Sumter.  Nearing  the  bar, 
it  was  observed  that  war  had  commenced,  and  therefore  the  jteaceful 
offer  of  jtrovisions  was  void. 

The  i'Hinttem\d\  Harriet  \  Lane  immediately  anchivred  close  to  the  bar, 
notwithstanding  tlie  heavy  sea,  and  thcnigb  neither  tugs  wor  Poichatnn 
nor  Pocahontan  liad  arrived,  it  was  believed  a  cou]ileof  lioatsof  provisions 
might  be  got  in.  The.  attempt  was  to  be  made  in  the  morning,  becanse 
the  heavy  sea  and  absence  of  the  roirhnfan^ti  gunboats  |boatsj  crippled 
the  night  nu)\euuint.  All  iiigbt  and  the  morning  of  the  Kith  instant 
it  blew  strong,  with  a  heavy  sea.  The  lUiltie  stood  ort'  and  on,  looking 
for  the  Powhatan,  and  iit  running  in  during  the  thick  weather  struck 
on  Kattlesnake  Slioal,  but  soiui  got  otf.  The  heavy  sea,  and  not  having 
the  sailors  (300)  asked  for,  rendered  any  attcinjit  from  the  /ir(?/ic' absurd. 
1  only  felt  anxious  to  get  in  a  few  day.s'  provisions  to  last  the  fort  until 
the  Powhtttan' »  arrival.  Tln^  i*«/r7*«'and  \HuryiH\  Lane  were  both  short 
of  men,  and  were  only  intended  Ui  afford  a  base  of  operations  while  the 
tngs  and  'MW  sailors  I'onght  their  way  in. 

However,  the  Poirhatan  and  tugs  not  coming.  Captain  Rowan  seized 
an  ice  schooner  ajul  offered  her  to  lue,  which  I  accepted,  and  Lieutenant 
Hudsou,  of  the  iVrmy,  several  Navy  otlicers,  aiul  plenty  of  volunteers 
agreed  to  man  the  vessel  and  go  iu  with  nn^  the  night  of  the  13th. 
The  events  of  that  day,  so  glorious  to  Major  Anderson  and  his  com- 
mand, are  known  to  you.  As  I  anticipated,  the  guns  from  Sumter  dis- 
persed theii-  naval  preparations  exceptiug  saiall  guard  boats,  so  tliat 
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with  tlie  Powhalan  a  reeiiforceuieiit  would  huve  been  easy.  The  Gov- 
eniiiiciir  ilid  not  anticipate  that  the  fort  was  so  badly  cousti-ucted  as 
tlio  event  has  .shown. 

1  learned  on  the  13tli  instant  that  the  Potchntan  was  witlidrawn  fi-om 
duty  otl'  Cliaile.ston  (in  the  7th  instant;  yet  I  was  i)eriuitted  to  .sail  on 
the  Sitli,  the  S'tumt-t-  on  the  Htli,  and  Povahontus  on  the  10th,  without 
iiitiniation  that  the  main  imrtiim,  the  tii,'htiufi  portion,  of  our  expedition 
was  taken  away.  In  Justice  to  itself,  as  well  as  an  acknowledguieut  of 
jny  earnest  ofTorts,  I  trust  the  CJovernment  has  sufficient  reasons  for 
putting  nte  in  thu  position  they  have  placetl  me. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Hon.    SiMO.N    CA.MKRON, 

Seerctary  of  War,  W(t4<hington. 
Tlie  Baltic  has  been  chartered  for  one  month. 


ExtraoU  from  report  of  the  AuUtant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  the  expedition  of  April, 
1861,  under  hia  oommand,  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Sumter. 

Navy  Depaktmknt,  February  i'i,  1K66. 
Sir:  •  •  •  The  expedition  organized  for  the  purpose  of  titking 
supplies  to  Major  Anderson's  starving  garrison  in  Fort  JSumtcr  in  1861 , 
has  been  referred  to  in  the  liivpe  of  throwing  ridicule  upon  it  and  upon 
uie.  It  is  iucum]irehensible  tiow  the  attempt  to  relieve  that  heroic  baud 
on  any  i)hm  eouNl  provoke  a  sneer;  nor  does  the  shaft  strike  me.  It 
falls  upiia  the  f*resi<l»Mit.  under  whose  san('tion  I  acted.  It  was  a  jtatri- 
otic  attenijit  by  him  t<»  sirstain  the  national  (lag,  and  as  such  was 
resiionded  to  by  the  heart  of  the  nation.  Nothing  has  more  endeared 
him  to  tlie  people  than  his  conduct  on  that  occasion.  My  part  in  it 
was  very  bumble;  but  as  everything  connected  with  the  subject  is  of 
interest  and  importance  I  subjoin  a  brief  narrative  of  facts  falling 
within  my  knowledge,  to  serve  as  materials  for  the  vindication  of  the 
President. 

Memorandum  o//«e/»  coiiicrving  the  attempt  to  »rnd  fuppliei  to  Fort  Sumter  in  J861. 

Janujiry  ."i,  1861,  while  in  New  York,  I  heard  that  a  steamer  belong- 
ing to  M.  O.  Roberts  was  about  to  leave  to  carry  suivplies  to  the  garri- 
stm  of  Fort  Sumter.  When  an  otlicer  in  the  Navy  I  had  commanded 
one  of  the  Fuited  States  mail  steamers  belonging  to  the  line  of  which 
Mr.  Roberts  was  jiresident,  and  therefore  1  believed  it  possible  for  me 
to  obtain  command  of  the  vessel  designated  to  take  supplies  and  troops 
to  that  fort.  Upon  visiting  the  otlice  of  the  company  in  West  street  I 
found  that  Captain  McGowan  had  been  ai)p()inted  tothecomnuind,  and 
that  the  steamer  was  ready  for  se^i.  After  this  steamer  (named  the 
Star  of  the  West)  had  returned  from  her  voyage,  having  been  turned 
back  by  the  rebel  batteries  t)f  Morris  Island  on  the  Uth  of  January, 
I  called  ni)on  my  friend,  George  W.  Blunt,  es(i.,  of  New  York,  and 
expressed  to  him  my  %iews  as  to  the  possibility  of  relieving  the  giirri- 
8on  and  the  dishonor  which  would  be  justly  meiited  by  the  Government 
unless  immediate  measures  were  taken  to  fultill  this  sacred  iluty.  Mr. 
Blunt  asked  me  to  ex])lain  my  plan  to  him,  whicii  I  did  as  follows: 
From  the  outer  edge  of  the  Otiarleston  bar  in  a  straight  line  to  Sumter 
through  the  Swash  Channel  the  distance  is  4  miles,  with  no  shoal  spots 
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having  less  than  9  feet  at  high  water.  The  batteries  on  Morris  and 
Sullivan's  islands  are  about  '2,&)0  yards  a])art,  and  betwecMi  these  troops 
and  supplies  must  |)a8s.  I  proposed  to  anchor  three  small  men  of- war 
oil'  the  entrance  to  the  Swash  Channel  as  a  safe  base  of  operations 
against  any  naval  attack  from  the  enemy,  the  soldiers  and  provisions 
to  be  carried  to  the  tHiarleston  bar  in  the  Collins  steamer  Jlaltic,  all 
the  i)rovisi<>ns  and  mnuitions  to  be  put  up  in  portable  jiackagea  easily 
handled  by  one  man,  the  Baltic  to  carry  'MM  extra  sailors  and  a  sutU- 
cieut  number  of  armed  Iaun<.'hes  to  land  all  the  troops  at  Fort  Smnte.r 
in  one  night.  Three  steam  tugs  of  not  more  than  (i  feet  draft  of  water, 
su«'h  as  are  employed  for  towing  purposes,  were  to  form  part  of  the 
expedition  to  be  u.sed  for  carrying  in  the  troops  and  provisions  in  case 
the  weather  should  be  too  rough  for  boats.  With  the  exception  of  the 
menof  war  and  tugs,  the  whole  expedition  was  to  be  comjilete  on  board 
the  steamer  liiittic,  and  its  success  depended  upon  the  po.ssibility  of 
lunning  past  batteries  at  night,  which  were  distant  from  the  center  of 
the  channel  l,;ii)0  yards.  I  depended  upon  the  barbette  guns  of  Sumter 
to  keep  the  channel  between  Morris  and  Sullivan's  islands  clear  of  rebel 
vessels  at  the  time  of  entering. 

Mr.  Blunt  and  myself  discussed  the  jijan  over  a  chart,  and  he  com- 
municated it  to  Charles  H.  Marshall  and  Russell  Sturgis,  and  they  all 
ai)pri)ved  it;  and  Mr.  .Marshall  agreed  to  furnish  and  provision  the  ves- 
sels without  exciting  suspicion. 

February  4  Mr.  Blunt  came  to  ray  hotel  with  a  telegram  from  Lien- 
tenant-General  Scott,  requesting  my  attendance  at  VVa.shington.  I  left 
the  next  day  and  breakfasted  with  the  general  the  (Ith  instant.  At  11 
a.  m.  I  met  at  his  oflice,  by  arrangement,  Lieutenant  [Norman  J.]  Hall, 
who  had  been  sent  from  Sumter  by  Major  Andersim.  In  the  generid's 
presence  we  discussed  the  (luestion  of  relieving  Fort  Suntter.  Lieu- 
tenant Hall's  plan  was  to  go  in  with  a  steamer  iirotected  by  a  vessel 
on  each  side  loaded  with  hay.  1  objected  to  it  for  the  following  reasons: 
First,  a  steamer  could  not  carry  vessels  lashed  alongside  in  rough 
water,  and,  secund,  in  running  up  thechainiel  she  would  be  bows  on  to 
Fort  Moultrie,  and  ])resenting  a  large  lixed  nnirk,  without  protection 
ahea<l,  would  certainly  bedisabled.  LicuteuantCeneral  Scott  appioved 
my  ])lan,  and  on  the  7tli  of  February  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Ilolt,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  tti  whom  1  explained  the  project  and  otlered  my 
services  to  comluct  the  party  to  the  fort.  Mr.  Ilolt  agreed  to  present 
the  matter  to  I'resident  Buchanan  that  evening.  The  next  day,  the 
8th  of  February,  news  was  received  of  the  election  of  .left'erson  Davis 
by  the  Montgomery  convention.  I  called  upon  (ieneral  Scott  and  he 
intimated  to  me  that  probably  no  efl'ort  would  be  niatle  to  relieve  Fort 
Sumter.     He  seemed  much  disappointed  and  astonislied. 

I  therefore  returned  to  New  York  on  the  Htli  of  February.  On  the 
12th  of  March  I  received  a  telegran)  from  I'ostmasterGeneral  Blair  to 
come  to  Washington,  and  I  arrived  there  on  the  KJth.  .Mr.  Blair  hav- 
ing been  ac;quainted  with  the  proposition  I  presented  to  General  Scott 
under  Mr.  Buchanan's  Administration,  sent  forme  to  tender  the  same 
to  Mr.  Lincoln,  informing  me  that  Lieutenant-General  Seotthad  advised 
tin;  President  that  the  fort  could  not  be  relieved  and  must  be  given  up. 
Mr.  Blair  ttjok  meat  once  to  the.  White  House,  and  1  explained  the  jilan 
to  the  President;  thence  we  adjourned  to  Lieutenant-General  Scott's 
otlice,  where  a  renewed  discussion  of  the  subject  took  place.  The  gen- 
eral informed  the  President  that  my  plan  was  practicable  in  February, 
but  that  the  increased  nnmberof  batteries  erected  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor  since  that  time  rendered  it  impo.ssiblc  in  March. 
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Finding  that  there  was  great  opixjsition  to  any  attempt  at  relieving 
Fort  Sumter,  ajul  that  Mr.  ISlair  alone  sustained  the  President  in  his 
polii-y  of  refusiuj;  to  yield,  T  judgeil  that  my  arg:uments  in  favor  of  the 
practical>ility  of  sendinfi  in  supplies  would  be  strengthened  by  a  visit 
to  Charleston  and  the  fort.  The  President  readily  agreed  to  my  visit  if 
the  S«>cret4iry  of  War  and  Cieneral  Scott  raised  no  objections. 

Both  of  these  gentlemen  consenting,  I  left  Washington  on  the  19tb 
of  March,  and  passing  through  l{ichmond  and  Wilmington  reached 
Charleston  the  21st.  I  traveled  the  latter  part  of  the  way  with  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  California,  formerly  a  member  of  Congress  from  South 
Carolina  in  the  days  of  Calhoun.  At  Florence  station  we  met  Mr. 
Keitt,  a  memlier  of  Congress  from  South  Carolina  when  that  State 
attempted  to  secede.  He  welcomed  Jlr.  Holmes  very  warmly  ajid 
enquired  with  great  anxiety  whether  Sumter  was  to  be  given  np.  Mr. 
Holmes  said,  "Yes;  I  know  it,"  which  seemed  to  give  ^Ir.  Keitt  much 
satisfaction;  but  he  insisted  upon  knowing  his  authority.  Mr.  Holmes 
said,  "I  have  the  highest  authority  for  what  I  say,"  and  upon  Jfr.  Keitt 
again  asking  "Who?"  he  leaned  toward  him,  and  at  that  moment  the 
engine  whistle  gave  a  screech  for  starting,  so  that  the  i'onversation  closed 
and  I  lost  the  name.  At  a  station  near  Charleston  Mr.  Huger,  formerly 
postmaster  under  President  Buchanan,  got  into  the  cars  and  had  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Holmes,  during  which  the  same  assurances  wore 
rcpcjited  relative  to  the  certainty  of  the  evacuatiim  of  Fort  Sumter. 
Mr.  Huger  seemed  much  depressed  with  the  condition  of  aftairs.  At 
Charleston  I  sought  an  interview  with  Captain  Hartstene,  formerly  of 
the  V.  S.  Kavy,  and  to  him  I  stated  my  desire  to  visit  Major  Anderson. 
Not  finding  General  Beauregard,  he  introduced  me  to  Governor  Pickens, 
to  whom  1  showed  the  order  !inder  which  I  acted.  After  considerable 
delay  he  directed  Captain  Hartstene  to  take  me  to  Fort  Sumter,  and 
while  the  boat  was  i)rei)aring  I  had  an  interview  with  General  Beau- 
regard. We  rea<-hed  Fort  Sumter  after  dark  and  remained  about  two 
hours.  Major  Anderson  seemed  to  think  it  was  too  late  to  relieve  the 
fort  by  any  other  means  than  by  landing  an  army  on  Morris  Island. 
He  agreed  with  General  Scott  that  an  entranco  from  the  sea  was  impos- 
sible; but  as  w«'  looked  out  ujion  the  water  from  the  parapet  it  seemed 
very  feasible,  more  esi)ecially  as  we  heard  the  oars  of  a  boat  near  the 
fort,  which  the  sentry  hailed,  but  we  could  not  see  her  through  the 
darkness  until  she  almost  touched  the  landing.  I  fonnd  the  garrison 
getting  short  of  supplies,  and  it  was  agreed  that  I  might  report  that 
the  loth  of  April  at  noon  would  bo  the  period  beyond  which  he  coiUd 
not  hold  the  fort  ludess  supplies  were  furnished.  I  made  no  arrange- 
ments with  Major  Anderson  for  reenforcing  or  supplying  the  fort,  nor 
did  I  inform  him  of  my  plan. 

Upon  my  return  I  had  the  honor  to  be  called  frequently  before  the 
President  and  in  the  presence  of  different  members  of  his  Cabinet  t-o 
answer  the  objections  presented  by  Lieutenant  General  Scott  and  the 
militarj'  authorities;  but  as  my  project  simply  involved  passing  bat- 
teries with  steamers  or  boats  at  night  at  right  angles  to  their  line  of 
fire  and  1,3()0  yards  distant,  a  feat  of  which  the  Crimean  War  furnished 
many  safe  examples,  I  maintained  the  projjosition  and  suggested  that 
it  was  a  naval  plan  and  should  be  decided  by  naval  ofBeens.  The 
President  asked  me  if  there  was  any  naval  officer  of  high  authority  in 
Washington  who  would  sustain  me,  and  if  so  Uy  bring  him  to  the  White 
House.  1  knew  that  Commodore  Stringham  was  at  that  time  fill' 
the  position  of  detailing  officer  in  the  Navy  Department  and  1  look  1 
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to  tbe  President,  wliere  in  the  presence  of  Lientenant-fleneral  Scott  lie 
not  only  confinned  my  vit'W8,  but  said  that  lie  liad  tliat  morning  liel<l  a 
conversation  ^  itli  {'ommodoie  Stewart,  who  declared  that  Fort  Sumter 
coidd  easily  lie  leeiiforccd  and  jirovisioned  witli  boats  at  nijjht.  As 
vahialdo  tiiuo  was  boiiii;  lust  by  (iiscussions  wliicli  forni  no  part  of  this 
narrative,  I  n'i)rcsi'nted  tliat  so  important  an  expeditiem  reijuired  time 
for  its  i)reparatioii  and  tliat  1  <)U;;lit  to  be  allowed  to  take  tbe  preparatory 
8tej)S  if  there  was  any  possibility  of  sontliiig  it  out. 

On  the  3t)th  of  Martb  the  I'resident  sent  ine  to  New  York  with  ver- 
bal instructions  to  prepare  for  the  voyage,  bat  to  rnakc  no  binding 
engagements. 

After  consultation  with  (loorgc  VV.  Blunt,  esq.,  who  throughont  had 
been  of  great  assistant'o  to  me  with  his  advice  and  active  cooperation, 
I  met  by  jnevions  arrangement  Messrs.  William  II.  Aspiiiwall  and 
Charles  II.  Marshall,  for  the  pnrpost^  of  making  wilh  them  preliminary 
arrangements  f<n-  the  voyage.  Mr.  Marshall  decliiieil  fo  aid  me  upon 
the  ground  that  the  attemjit  to  reliev  e  iMirt  Sumter  would  kill  the  pro- 
posed loan  and  bring  on  civil  war,  and  that  the  peojilo  had  ma<ie  np 
their  minds  to  abandon  Sumter  and  make  the  stand  upon  Fort  Pickens. 

On  the  L*d  of  April  I  had  not  received  the  writteir  .qutliority  which  I 
expected  from  the  Government;  therefore  I  returned  to  Washington. 

Delays  which  behnig  to  the  secret  history  of  this  ])eriod  i)reveutetl  a 
decision  until  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  of  A]uil,  wlien  tlie  President 
sent  for  me  and  said  that  he  had  decided  to  let  the  expedition  go,  and 
that  a  messenger  from  himself  would  be  sent  to  the  authorities  of 
Charleston  beli)re  I  could  possibly  get  there,  to  notify  them  that  no 
troops  would  \ny  thrown  into  Sumter  if  jn'ovisions  were  allowed  ]»eace- 
fuUj'  to  be  sent  to  the  garrison.  I  mentioned  fo  tiie  President  that  by 
the  time  I  shoulJ  arrive  at  New  York  1  would  have  but  nine  days  iu 
which  to  charter  and  provision  the  vessels  and  reach  the  destined  point, 
632  miles  distant. 

He  answered  I  hat  I  shonld  best  fulfill  my  duty  to  ray  country  to  make 
the  attempt.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  in  commission  in  tbe 
Atlantic  waters  (jf  the  United  States  otdy  tlie  rowkata7i,  the  Pocahontas, 
and  PiiicHcc;  all  the.se  he  placed  at  my  disposal,  as  well  as  the  rev- 
enue steamei'  Harriet  Jmhc,  and  directed  me  to  give  all  the  necessary 
order.s.  The  Poirlmtau,  which  bad  recently  retnrneil  and  gone  out  of 
commisaion,  was  added  to  the  force  I  designated,  to  enable  me  to  have 
her  fine  bo.its  and  crew  for  landing  the  supplies.  I  suggested  t-o  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  to  jdaco  Commodore  Striugham  in  command  of 
the  naval  force,  but  upon  consulting  with  that  distinguished  otltcer  he 
considered  it  to  be  too  late  to  be  successful,  and  likely  to  ruin  the  repu- 
tation of  the  offlcer  who  undertook  it  then. 

I  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  "itli  of  April,  engaged  the  steamer 
Baltic  of  Mr.  Aspinwall,  who  nsed  every  ]H>sHible  exertion  to  get  her 
ready  for  sea,  and  delivered  cuntidential  orders,  embracing  all  my 
wants,  to  Colonel  H.  L,  Scott,  aid  to  the  General  in  Chief,  and  Colonel 
D.  D.  Tompkins,  (piartermaster. 

Colonel  Scott  ridiculed  the  idea  of  Government  relieving  Fort  Snni- 
ter,  and  by  his  inditt'erence  and  delay  half  a  day  of  precions  tinn-  was 
lost.  The  recruits  that  he  finally  furnished  to  me  were  totally  unfit  to 
be  thrown  into  a  fort  likely  to  be  attacked  by  the  rebels. 

I  placed  the  hiring  <d'  three  tugs  in  the  hands  of  Kussell  Sturgis,  who 
labored  very  energetically;  but  ho  tbund  great  difliculty  in  obtaining 
from  the  owners  tngs  to  go  to  sea.    Finally  three  were  pronused,  at 
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exorbitaut  rates,  vbs,  tbe  Yankee,  which  I  fitted  to  throw  hot  water,  the 
Uncle  Ben,  and  tho  Fnehorn.  The  question  of  supplies  introdueed  me 
to  Major  Eaton,  oC  tlio  Commissary  Department,  who  thanked  <iod 
tliat  an  attempt  was  tn  be  made  to  relieve  Major  Anderson's  eommand, 
and  from  tlio  enerjjetic  and  eiitlinsiastic  confieration  of  this  oflicer  the 
expedition  was  immediately  provisioned  for  all  contingencies. 

The  frigate  I'oiclitifan,  Captain  Mercer,  sailed  on  the  6th  of  April, 
ISOl ;  tho  Pairnti',  I  'omnuindei-  liowan,  on  the  9th ;  the  Pocahontas,  Cap- 
tain Cijllis,  on  tho  Ultli ;  the  Harriet  Lane,  Cajitain  Faunce,  ou  the  Sth; 
the  tug  Uttcic  Ikn  on  the  7tli ;  tlie  tug  Yanhec  on  tbe  8th,  and  the  Baltic, 
Captain  Fletcher,  droj>ped  down  to  Saudy  Hook  on  the  evening  of  the 
Sth  and  went  to  sea  at  S  a.  ni.  of  the  0th. 

The  officers  of  the  Army  who  accompiTuied  the  military  force  were 
First  Lietitenant  E.  Melv.  Hudson,  Second  Lieutenant  Itobert  O.Tyler, 
and  First  Lientenaut  C.  W.  Thotmis. 

.Soon  after  leaving  8aiidy  Hook  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  set  in,  which 
continue«l  during  tiie  whole  passage.  At  .H  a.  m.  of  tho  12th  we  reaclietl 
the  rendezvous  oil  Charleston  and  communicated  with  the  Harriet 
Lane,  the  only  vessel  which  bad  arrived;  at  <i  a.  m.  the  Vuirnee  was 
seen  standing  in.  I  boarded  bcr  and  informed  lier  commander  of  my 
orders  to  oiler  to  sen<l  in  jirovisions,  an<l  asked  him  to  stand  in  tn  the 
bar  with  me.  He  rei)lied  that  his  order.s  reipiited  him  to  renuiiii  10 
miles  east  of  tbe  light  and  await  the  I'oirhatan,  and  tfutt  he  was  not 
going  in  there  to  inaugurate  civil  war.  I  then  stood  in  toward  tho  bar, 
followed  by  the  Harriit  Lane,  Caj)tiiin  Faunce,  who  cheerfully  aecom- 
I)anied  me.  As  wo  neared  the  huul  heavy  guns  were  heard  and  tho 
smoke  and  shells  from  the  batteries  which  Inul  just  opened  fire  npon 
Samter  were  distinctly  visible.  1  immediately  stood  out  to  inform  Cap- 
tain Iit)wau,of  the  Vatcnci;  but  met  him  coming  in.  He  hailed  me  and 
asked  for  a  pilot,  dec^iaring  his  intention  of  standing  in  to  the  harbor 
an<l  sharing  the  fate  of  his  brethren  of  the  Army.  I  went  ou  board 
and  informed  him  that  1  would  answer  for  it  that  the  (lovernraent  did 
not  expect  any  such  gallant  sacriti<-e.  having  settled  maturely  upon  tho 
policy  indicated  in  the  instiu<:tions  to  Captain  Mercer  and  myself.  No 
other  naval  vessels  arrived  during  this  day,  but  the  steamer  Kai<hriUe, 
from  New  York,  and  a  number  of  merchant  vessels  re;iched  the  bar  and 
awaited  the  result  of  the  borrd)ardHient,  giving  indications  to  those 
inside  of  a  large  naval  (leet  off  the  harbor.  The  weather  continue<l 
very  bad,  with  a  heavy  sea. 

Neither  tho  Pannre  nor  Harriet  lAine  had  boats  or  men  to  carry  in 
sui)i)lies.  Feeling  snie  that  the  Powliatan,  would  arrive  during  the 
night,  as  she  ha<l  sailed  from  New  York  two  days  before  us,  1  stood  out 
to  the  appointed  rendezvous  and  matle  signals  all  night.  The  morning 
of  the  13th  wa;<  iliick  and  foggy,  with  a  very  heavy  ground  swell.  The 
Baltic,  feeling  1  er  way  in,  ran  ashore  on  liattlesnake  Shoal,  but  soon 
got  ott'  without  tlaraage.  Ou  account  of  tho  very  heavy  swell,  .she  wa« 
obliged  to  anchor  in  deep  water  several  miles  outside  the  Pawnee  and 
Harriet  Ijune. 

Lieutenant  Robert  O.  Tyler,  an  officer  of  very  great  zeal  and  tidelity, 
though  sufl'ering  from  seasickness,  as  were  most  of  tho  recruits,  organ- 
ized a  boat's  ciew  and  exercised  them,  notwithstanding  tho  heavy  sea, 
for  the  purjiose  of  having  at  least  one  boat,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Poichafan^s,  to  reach  Fort  Sumter.  At  8  a.  m.  I  took  this  boat,  and 
in  company  with  Lieutenant  Hudson  pulled  in  to  the  Pawnee.  As  we 
approached  that  vessel  a  great  volume  of  black  smoke  is-sue*!  from  Fort 
Sumter,  through  which  the  Hash  of  Major  Auderson's  guns  still  leplied 
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to  the  rebel  fire.  Tlie  quart«r8  of  tbe  fort  were  on  fire,  and  most  of  our 
military  ami  naval  officers  bt'lteved  tbe  smoke  to  proeeed  from  an 
attempt  to  smoke  out  the  parrison  with  tire  rafts.  As  it  waa  the  opin- 
ion of  the  officers  that  no  boats  with  any  load  in  them  coubl  have 
reached  Sumter  in  this  heavy  sea,  and  no  tugboats  had  arrivetl,  it  was 
proposed  to  capture  a  scliooiier  near  us  loaded  with  ice,  which  was  done, 
and  preparations  at  once  commenced  to  lit  her  nut  and  load  her  for 
entering  the  liarbor  the  following-  nigiht.  1  now  learned  for  the  (irst 
time  that  Captain  Howan  bad  received  a  note  from  Captain  Mercer,  of 
the  Poirhutan,  dated  at  New  York  the  (>tb,  tbe  day  he  sailed,  stating 
that  the  Powhatan  was  detached  by  orders  of  "superior  authority" 
from  the  duty  to  which  she  was  assi^jned oif  ( "liarleston,  and  had  sailed 
for  another  destination.  I  left  Xew  York  two  days  afterwards  without 
any  intimation  of  this  change.  At  2  p,  m.  the  Poaihontaa  arrived,  and 
at  2 : 30  the  flag  of  Sumter  was  shot  away  and  not  again  raised.  A  flag 
of  truce  was  sent  in  by  Capbiin  Gillis,  and  arrangements  made  to  pla^-e 
Major  Anderson  and  his  command  on  Imard  the  BaUicU\  return  North. 

Tiie  fort  was  evacuated  Sunday,  the  14th  of  April.  Monday,  the 
15th,  the  steamer  Isabel  t<iok  the  garrison  outside  t<»  tiie  steamer  Jialtk; 
which  left  that  evening  direct  for  New  York,  where  she  arrived  the 
forenoon  of  the  18th  instant.  My  i)lau  for  snpjdying  Fort  Sumter 
required  300  saibirs,  a  full  supply  of  armed  laun<'lK's,  and  three  tugs. 

The  Poirkataii  carried  the  .sailors  and  launches,  and  when  this  vessel 
was  about  to  leave,  in  obedience  to  tbe  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  two  orticers,  Lieutenant  1).  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  Captain  M. 
0.  Meigs,  U.  S.  Engineers,  presented  themselves  ou  board  with  an 
order  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  autlKni/.ing  the  former 
to  take  any  vessel  whatever  in  commission  and  proceed  imnieiliately  to 
the  Gulf  of  Afexieo.  This  order  did  not  jiass  through  the  Navy  Dejjart- 
ment  and  was  unknown  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy,  and  when  signed 
by  tbe  President  he  was  not  conscious  that  his  signature  would  deprive 
me  of  the  means  to  accomplish  an  object  which  he  held  to  be  of  vital 
importance. 

In  ii  letter  from  him,  which  is  annexed,  be  hastened  to  affirm  that 
the  attemj)t  to  provision  Fort  Sumter  had  advanced  the  cause  of  the 
country. 

The  tug  Freeborn  was  not  permitted  to  leave  New  York.  The  tog 
Uncle  Ben  was  driven  into  Wilmington  by  the  violence  of  the  gale  and 
subsequently  captured  by  the  rebels.  The  tug  3'oHte  reached  Charles- 
ton bar  a  few  hours  at\er  the  Baltic  had  left  with  Major  Anderson's 
command  on  board. 

The  communications  between  New  York  and  Washington  having 
been  severed,  I  applied  to  Mr.  Aspinwall  to  obtain  for  me  a  small 
steamer,  with  arms  and  ammunition,  to  enable  me  to  reach  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  where  1  judged  that  armed  steamers  were  very  essential. 
This  gentleman  applied  to  Mr.  John  Jacob  Astor,  jr.,  who  very  gener- 
ously gave  him  a  check  for  !i!.3,lMM).  With  this  he  procured  the  tug 
Yankee  and  persuaded  Commodore  Brecse,  commandant  of  the  New 
York  navy  yard,  to  arm  and  fit  her  out;  and  having  received  from  that 
officer  an  appointment  as  acting  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  1  left  on  the 
26th  for  Hamptou  Koads,  where  [  reported  to  Commodore  Peudergrast, 
of  the  Cumberland. 

The  services  of  the  Yanlce  not  being  required  at  this  point,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Annapolis  and  offered  my  vessel  t<)  General  Butler,  who  was 
aboutopeningconunnnicationswithWiishington.  The  general  gratefully 
received  the  steamer  and  sent  me  through  to  the  capital  to  report  to 
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the  President,  mid  immediately  afterwards  I  received  au  appointtnent 
iu  tlie  Navy  Dt-partiiieut.    Annexed  are  copies*  of  orders  and  letters 
relating  t^)  the  narrative  which  I  have  submitted. 
Very  respectftiUy,  yours, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

{EnolMQni.j 

Washinrton,  D.  C,  May  1,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sre:  I  sincerely  regret  that  tlie  failure  of  the  late  attempt 
to  provision  Fort  Sumter  should  be  tlie  source  of  any  aniioyauce  to 
yon.  The  practicability  of  your  i)lan  was  nut,  in  ftict,  brought  to  a 
test.  Hy  reason  of  a  gale,  well  known  in  ailvauce  to  be  possible,  and 
not  improbable,  the  tugs,  au  essential  part  of  the  plan,  never  reached 
the  ground;  while,  by  an  accident,  for  which  yon  were  iu  no  wise 
responsible,  and  i)ossibly  I  to  some  extent  was,  you  were  deprived  of  a 
war  vessel,  with  her  men,  which  you  de*»med  of  great  importance  to 
the  enterprise. 

I  most  cheerfully  and  truly  declare  that  the  failure  of  the  undertak- 
ing has  not  lowered  you  a  particle,  while  the  qualities  you  developed 
in  the  cfibrt  have  greatly  heightened  you  in  my  estimation.  For  a  dar- 
ing and  dangerous  enterprise  of  a  siniihir  chsiracter  you  would  to-day  be 
the  man,  of  all  my  ivciiuaintances,  whom  I  would  select.  You  and  I  both 
anticipated  that  the  cause  of  thr  country  would  be  lulvanced  by  nuik- 
ing  the  attempt  to  provision  Fort  Sumter  eveu  if  it  should  iail,  and  it 
is  no  small  consolation  now  to  feel  that  our  auticipation  is  justified  by 
the  result. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Captain  G.  V.  Fox. 


Baport  of  Conunander  Oillis.  V.  8.  Navy,  oommanduig  n.  B.  8.  Poeahonta*,  of  the  tvaeaation  of 

Fort  Samter. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

At  Sea,  April  16,  1861. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  on  the  13th 
instant  at  the  anchorage  off  Charleston,  S.  C,  designated  in  your  order, 
the  receipt  of  which  1  acknowledged  oft"  the  capes  of  Virginia. 

The  weather  continued  unpropitious.  I  found  here  the  U.  8.  S.  Pate- 
nt* (she  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  12th),  the  Harriet  Lane,  and 
transjMjrt /Jrt//H'.  I  went  immediately  on  board  the  Pa  if  nee,  where  I 
received  a  copy  of  your  orders  to  Captain  Mercer,  certified  by  him  and 
Comumnder  Foote.  Hatl  there  been  pilots  for  the  channel  on  board,  I 
would  have  proceeded  up  to  the  assistance  of  Sumter,  or  made  the 
attempt  to  pass  the  long  line  of  batteries,  as  the  impulse  was  strong  to 
render  a.ssistauce  to  the  gallant  men  in  Sumter;  but  without  pilots,  the 
buoys  and  marks  being  removed,  we  would  probably  have  grouudetl. 

The  tlagstafl'  was  shot  away  in  Sumter  about  the  time  we  anchored 
the  Pocahontan;  the  conflagration  of  officers'  quarters  fwasl  observed 


before  we 
furnace. 


got  iu,  which  we  then  sapimsed  was  from  their  hot-shot 


*  The  enol(>aiire«  mentioned  are  difitribntod  in  their  ohionological  order  in  the  pre- 
ceding pageH. — Compilers. 
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The  liPopositiou  of  Oaptiiins  Fox  an<l  Hudson  was  referred  to  me,  ani 
it  was  concluded  an  cfVort  slioiiM  be  made  to  send  provisions  and  som| 
men  to  Fort  iSunitcr  after  dark  itf  llie  l.Jth  tlie  sanie  day  on  hoanl  of  i 
small  schooner,  ao-onipanied  by  boats  with  some  of  our  crew.     The  fii 
ing  ceased,  and  it  was  coiicliuled  U)  send  a  boat  with  a  message  by 
oHicer  to  coinniandin"^  ofllicer  of  batteries  in  relation  to  bringing  oil 
Major  Anderson  and  Lis  loniniaiid  if  the  heroic,  gallant  band  Lad  sat 
vived  the  attack  and  L'otitiagrat  ion  in  the  fort.    To  save  time  I  request 
Commander  Kowan  to  disiiatch  one  of  the  I'mrtittyg  boats.    The  answt 
to  the  message  was  that  a  reply  would  be  sent  in  the  morning  (14tbJ 
and  delivered  at  Cumniing's  Point,  Munis  Island,  opposite  Fort  Sumter.' 

I  was  i)rei»ared  to  go  up  in  one  of  the  I'ocahontiix'iilMiita  to  receive  it, 
when  one  of  the  Charleston  steamers,  carrying  a  Uag  of  truce,  was  seejU 
apjiroaeliing  our  vessels.  She  came  within  speaking  distance  of  this 
vessel,  when  ('a]jtaiu  Hartsteno  hailed,  saying  he  wished  to  communis 
cate  with  tiie  eomuianding  officer.  1  requested  him  to  come  on  board.! 
He  did  so,  and  (iresented  to  me  Lieutenant  Snyder,  U.S.  Army,  of  Fort 
Sumter,  who  said  lieha<i  aniessagefrom  Major  Anderson,  and  imparted, 
the  decision  of  Major  Anderson  to  evaenate  the  fort,  it  being  no  louge 
tenable. 

1  was  rejt)iced  to  learn  tlie  i)atriotic  band  had  survive<l  the  man] 
perils  they  had  encountered.     They  fonght  like  brave  men,  long  ane 
well,  and  even  in  their  desi)erate  condition  no  surrender  was  made,  buti 
a  higldy  honorable  evacuation.     Thc^  major  desired  to  be  informed  what' 
means  of  transportation  we  could  give  him.     1  jdaeed  at  his  dis]K>sal 
all  tito  vessels,  consisting  of  the  Vocahontaa,  Pawnee,  Harriet  La»e^ 
and  JiiiUiv.  ^ 

I  left  the  Pocnhnntns  in  charge  of  J  Jeutenant  Nicholson  and  proceeded 
to  Fort  Sumter  to  olfer  tliein  in  i>ei'soii.  FtMUid  the  fort  a  complete 
wreck,  the  liie  not  yet  all  extinguished.  Itjs  shattered  battlements,  itjj 
tottering  walls,  presented  the  ajipearance  of  an  old  ruin.  Mentioning 
to  Major  Anderson  llie  intention  to  throw  supiilies  and  men  into  the 
fort  after  dark,  he  replied  that  it  was  very  pi'ovidential  the  attempt, 
had  not  been  made,  as  it  could  riot  have  been  successfully  executed  oi 
account  of  the  many  guns  which  could  have  been  brought  to  bear  bj 
the  batteries. 

1  renniined  at  Fort  Sumter  till  the  little  band(d'])atriots  had  saluted 
their  old  Hag  with  a  hundred  [lifty]  guns  and  marched  ont  with  theii 
tatteied  ensign  to  the  tune  oJ  our  own  Yiiukce  l>(K>dle,      They  were' 
taken  down  to  the  atu:liorage  by  the  Charleston  steamer,  and  were  made 
at  liuiue  on  board  the  Baltic,  Ca|itain  Fletcher,  to  di.sembark  at  Newd 
Y(nk.  f 

The  several  vessels  were  ilisjiatched  same  evening  (15th  instant),  as 
directed  in  your  orders  of  the  oth.  I  sent  by  the  Hnrrivt  Lane  a  hasty 
and  not  detailed  letter  to  the  Itciiartment. 

Coumuuuler  l'<)wan,  of  the  I'ttifiicv,  received  tlie  morning  previona 
to  the  day  wc  anchored  in  the  l*ur(iho>i(a)i  (twenty-four  to  thirty  hoursVj 
the  copy  of  your  ordei-s  to  Caiitain  fiercer.     Ho  requested  a  copy  of 
tbem,  which  was  given  him. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JnO.   p.   GlLLIS, 

Commamhr,  U.  8.  Xary,  and  Setiior  Officer 

Of  U.  S.  Xaval  Force  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 
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Seport  of  Conuninder  Bowan,  IT.  S.  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawnae,  regaidiag  tha 

evacnalion  of  Fort  Sumter. 


1 


U.  S.  S.  I'AWNEK, 

Off  Arsenal,  Wanhint/ton,  April  VJ,  If^Gl. 

Sir:  In  a  eomiimiiit-.itioii diited  off  Cain'  lleiiry,  April  10,1  informwl 
the  Dt'piirtinetit  timt.  this  sliiji  was  at  sea  in  obodienee  to  an  ordt'r  from 
the  department  dated  April  5,  and  delivered  to  me  April  !)  sit  Norfolk. 

Oil  the  morning  ()f  tlie  12th  instant,  at  7  o'clock,  1  was  ott"  Charles- 
ton Elarbor  as  near  the  position  assigned  me  as  the  badness  of  the 
weather  would  enable  tne  to  judge. 

On  approaching  the  harbor  a  small  [laddlc-wlieel  steamer  approached, 
which  piovcti  to  be  the  Harriet  Litiw.  A  boat  was  sent  from  her  with 
a  coinnniiiication  addressed  to  the  .seuioi-  naval  olhcer  jjresent,  which  I 
opened  and  found  to  be  a  <()py  of  dispiilcli  from  the  Navy  Department, 
dated  Ai)ril  5,  addressed  to  Cajitaiu  Hamuel  Mercer,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Poichatait. 

Captain  Fox,  of  the  transport  Baltic,  came  on  board  and  showed  his 
instructions.  He  informed  me  that  it  was  his  intention  to  attemiit  to 
reach  Fort  Sumter  iu  boats  hnleii  with  ]>rovisions,  and  asked  for  sucli 
force  as  I  could  give  him.  I  immediately  gave  the  necessary  order  to 
have  the  launch  and  one  of  the  cutters  reiidy  and  armed  for  the  |tur- 
pose.  In  tlie  meantime  the  Haltic  and  the  Harriet  Lane  stood  in 
toward  the  bar;  soon,  however,  the  lialtie  came  out  again.  On  her 
return  Captain  Fox  reported  that  the  forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston 
were  tiring  on  Sumter.  Captain  Fox  repaired  on  board  this  slii]),  after 
which  I  got  underway  and  stood  iu  antl  anchored  on  the  outer  edge  of 
the  Swash  Channel. 

Fort  Moultrie,  Cunimiug's  Point,  Fort  Johnson,  and  the  sand  and 
Hoating  batteries  were  all  playing  on  Fort  Sumter.  Fort  Sumter 
returned  the  fire  in  the  most  spirited  manner.  Captain  Fox  left  this 
shijt  intending  to  make  the  attempt  to  land  the  provisions  early  the  next 
morning;  made  all  pre|)arations  to  jirotect  him.  The  next  morning  he 
fjrounded  on  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  which  delayed  the  expedition  till  the 
following  night.  Early  the  same  Tuorning  a  schtvoner  pa.ssed  close  to 
us,  and  susi>ecting  her  to  belong  to  Charleston  and  i)assin{;  thus  near 
us  to  see  what  we  were  doing,  I  brought  her  to  anchor  aft«r  firing  three 
or  ffuir  shots  across  her  bows.  She  proved  to  be  the ,  of  Phila- 
delphia, laden  with  ice.  I  at  once  determined  to  use  her  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transferring  both  men  and  ]>rovisions,  and  after  counseling  with 
Captain  Fox  he  coincided  with  me  iu  the  plan. 

This  arrangement  had  scarcely  In-en  determined  upon  before  a  den.se 
smoke  issued  from  the  weather  .side  of  Fort  Sumter;  for  .some  time  it  was 
tiiought  to  be  some  floating  fire  craft  dropped  down  against  the  walls  to 
annoy  and  prevent  the  a<;cura<'y  of  Major  Anderson's  lire.  In  two  boars 
llames  apj)eared  above  the  ramparts  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  fort 
from  our  position.  At  noon,  or  a  little  later,  a  body  of  flames  cnrle<I 
fur  alwve  the  ramparts.  We  then  became  satisfied  that  the  fort  was  on 
Are  and  feare<l  that  the  gallant  major  and  his  little  band  would  auHer 
severely.  At  this  time  tiie  Pomhoiitas  eame  in,  and  her  cotnmander,  at 
my  reqnest,  came  on  board  this  ship  and.ioine<l  our  couiu-il.  I  related 
to  him  all  the  cinnimstances  and  what  preparations  we  had  made  for  the 
purpo.se  of  throwing  provisions  into  the  fort,  and,  delivering  the  copies 
of  orders  I  had  reeeive<l,  1  placed  myself  under  his  order  as  senior 
officer  iiresent. 

At  about  2  o'clock  the  flagstaff'  on  Fort  Sumter  was  shot  away,  and 
we  witnessed  the  sad  spectacle  of  the  fall  of  our  flag,  which  we  were  .so 
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iin{M>t«nt  to  asHist.    In  vain  we  looked  for  iu  resppeanuioe  over 
fort :  instead  of  this,  the  tiring  from  Sumter  became  more  and 
weak,  and  at  length  ceased  entirely. 

Lieutenant  Marcy  was  immediately  after  dispatched  in  a  boat  with 
flag  of  trace  to  Comming's  Point  to  ascertain  whether  Major  And 
ha<l  Eiarreiidered  or  not,  and  to  make  proposals  for  bringing  him  and 
his  officers  and  men  away  in  our  vessels.    The  answer  brought  from 
General  Simons,  in  oonimand  at  Cmnming's  Point,  was  that  Fort  Sum- 
ter had  surrendered  and  that  a  reply  to  the  projiosition  in  regard  to 
Major  Anderson  an«l  his  command  would  be  given  the  nest  morning  at' 
the  ixfint  where  Lieutenant  Marcy  had  alrea^iy  held  commuuication 
with  (leneral  Simons.    All  other  commnnieatiou  with  the  authorities 
of  Charlestrjn  was  held  by  Commander  CJillis,  tlie  senior  officer  present. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  LJth  instant,  after  assisting  to  transfer  Major 
Anderson's  command,  with  their  luggage  and  stores,  on  board  tlie  Bai- 
tie,  I  took  my  departure  for  Cape  Henry,  the  Poc4tkoHUu  and  Harriet] 
Lane  preceding  me. 

Very  respectfiilly,  etc., 

8.  C.  RowAjJ, 
C'ommautUr,  V.  S.  S'avy, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecreUiry  of  -Vary. 
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Abatnet  lag  U.  8.  B.  Fmwnea,  April  9-19,  1861,  Cominuidar  8.  C.  Bowan,  oonunanding. 

April  9,  1861. — At  6:30  p.  m.  anchored  7  miles  from  Norfolk. 

April  10. — At  5:40  a.  m.  steaming  down  for  Hampton  Uoads. 

April  12. — At  5  a.  m.  Cai>e  Remain  light  N.  N.  W.    At  7 :  30  anchored ; 
the  revenue  .steamer  Harriet  Lane  communicated  with  us.     Packet 
steamer  Baltic  lying  near  land  in  sight.    Went  to  quarters,  loaded  the 
guns  with  shell.    ( "aptain  G.  V.  Fox,  from  the  trausjjort  Baltic,  and 
Captain  Fauuce,  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  came  on  board:  they  left  the 
ship  and  their  respective  steamers  8t<x)d  in  toward  Charleston  bar. 
This  ship  got  underway  at  II  :45  and  xteamed  in  toward  the  bar.    The 
Harriet  Lane  and  Baltic  came  out  toward  us  and  rejMjrted  that  the 
forts  and  batteries  were  liring  on  Fort  Sumter;  signals  were  made  to 
Captains  Fox  and  Faunce  to  repair  ou  board  this  ship.     From  meridian 
to  4  p.  m. :  Came  to  anchor  and  made  preparation  to  get  out  boats.    Forts  ■ 
on  shore  still  (iring.    At  7  p.  ni.,  heavy  squall ;  batteries  ou  shore  firing" 
incjessantly  on  Fort  Sumter,  to  vvhioh  she  replied  m-casionally.    From 
8  ]).  m.  to  midnight :  Fort  Johnson  firing  on  Fort  Sumter ;  Fort  Sumteiia 
silent.  ■ 

April  IS. — Midnight  to  4  a.  ni. :  During  the  watch  a  desultory  fire  kept 
up  by  the  batteries  on  Fort  Sumter.  Four  Uy  8  a.  ni. :  Hoisted  out  launch 
and  placed  the  howitzer  and  the  ainmuiiitioii  boxes  in  lier  ])rei)aratoiy 
to  sending  oft'  au  expedition.  At  (J  a.  m.  a  fore-and  aft  schooner  beat- 
ing in  att«mpte<i  to  pa.ns  ahead  of  us.  Fired  shell  ahead  of  her;  she  not 
heaving  to,  fired  another  shell  when  she  went  about;  passed  astern  of 
us  and  appeared  still  to  endeavor  to  enter  tlie  harbor.  Fired  two 
more  at  lier  when  she  came  to  aiidior  on  our  starboard  beam.  Sent  ^ 
a  boat  to  hoard  her;  found  her  to  be  an  American  schooner  from  Boston, 
loaded  with  iee.  At  8  a.  ni.  a  dense  black  smoke  issued  from  Fort  Sum*] 
(er;  batteries  still  keeping  up  an  incessant  lire  on  it.    Atl:4op. 
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smoke  and  flames  issuing  tntm  Fort  Sumter.  At  2  p.  m.  firing  ceased 
fiiitii  Ibrt  and  batteries.  Sent  a  boat  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Marcy 
with  a  tiag  of  truce  to  comiiuinicate  with  the  authorities.  From  4  to 
(>  p.  m. :  Hoisted  in  the  hiuiich.  The  battery  at  Cumming's  Point  fli-ed 
two  shots  ill  the  direeti()n  of  the  boat  with  the  tlag  of  truce.  A  large 
side-wheel  st^^amer  in  the  offlng.  At  close  of  this  watch  a  8t«amer  is 
lying  alongside  Fort  Sumter  witli  the  secession  flag  flying.  Many 
bouts  sailirrg  about  Charleston  Harbor  and  a  flag  of  truce  flying  on 
the  beach  oil  Fort  Moultrie.  At  7  p.  ni.  the  third  cutter  returned  and 
brought  inforaiation  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter  by  Major  Ander- 
son.   This  inforuiatiou  was  given  by  officers  at  Cumming's  Point. 

April  11. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  The  steamboat  CaUiwha  came  out  of 
Charlestou  Harbor  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  communicated  with  the 
U.  S,  S.  Pocahontas,  took  a  boat  in  tow  and  returned.  When  near  the 
shore,  she  hoisted  the  Paluiet  to  flag.  The  steamer  NashviUerau  in  for  the 
harbor  and  when  near  hoisted  the  Palmetto  flag.  A  steamer  in  sight  on 
the  horizon  bearing  the  socalled  Confederate  flag.  From  8  a.  iit.  tonierid- 
ian :  Ajipcarances  of  great  rejoicing  in  Charleston  Harbor,  Smoke  still 
rising  from  Fort  Sumter.  At  1  p.  m.  observed  the  American  flag  flying 
over  Fort  Sumter.  At  2  a  salut«  of  (ifty  guns  was  tired  and  the  flag 
was  then  hauled  down.  At  4  p.  m.,  the  so  called  Confederate  flag,  sim- 
ilar to  the  one  flying  over  Fort  Moultrie  daring  the  attiu-k  on  Major 
Anderson,  was  hoisted  on  Fort  Sunder  amid  a  general  Are  from  all  the 
forts  ami  batteries.  During  the  liring  in  honor  of  what  is  called  the 
Confederate  flag  ou  Fort  Sumter,  took  the  bearings  of  the  ilitterent 
batteries  on  Morris  Island  and  Sullivan's  Island,  several  of  which  Lad 
hitherto  been  unnoticed. 

North  side  Hallivau's  Isluud: 

Battery  bearing  N. 

Battery  beariu);  N.  W.  by  N. 

Battery  bearing  N.  W. 

Battery  bearing  N.  W.  i  W. 
Camming's  Point,  W.  j  8. 
Fort  Siuiiter,  W.  J  N. 
Extreme  i'ront  of  Morria  Island : 

Battery  b.^aring  S.  W.  1  W. 

Battery  bearing  8.  W.  i>v  \V.  i  W. 

Battery  bearing  S.  W.  liy  W.  i  W. 

Battery  Iwaring  W.  8.  W.  i  W. 

Battery  bearing  W.  8.  W. 

At  7:30  p.  m.  came  in  collision  with  the  Baltic,  cnishing  the  gig  and 
doing  other  damage.    The  Baltic's  stern  was  also  considerably  damaged. 
April  15. — At  9:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  Charles- 
ton bar.     At  10,  large  steamer  carrying  the  American  ensign  at  the 
fore  and  what  is  now  called  the  Confederate  flag  at  her  main  gaflf,  and 
.having  on  board  Major  Anderson  and  his  command,  came  out  from  the 
I  harbor  of  Charlestou  and  steered  for  the  transport  steamer  Baltic.    The 
Charleston  steamer  proved  to  be  the  Isabel.    At  12  m.  commenced  trans- 
'  ferring  the  otlicers,  men,  and  luggage  from  the  Isabel  to  the  Baltic, 
the  Pocahontas,  this  ship,  and  the  Harriet  Lane  keeping  under  steam 
near  the  Baltic.     At  4  p.  m.  the  Isabel  returned  to  Charleston.     The 
stops  of  the  flag  which  waved  over  Fort  Sumter  during  the  attack  were 
broken,  and  as  it  blew  out  from  the  main  truck  of  the  Baltic  it  was 
saluted  by  the  United  States  steamers  and  greeted  by  three  times  three 
cheers  from  the  crews  of  the  vessels.     At  5:30  took  our  departure. 
A^il  19. — At  8:45  a.  m.  anchored  off  Giesboro  Point  [Potomac  BiverJ. 
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Beport  of  Captain  Fannoe,  V.  8.  Bevenus  Karine,  oonunEindiDg  V.  S.  8.  Harriet  lane,  of  the 
arrival  of  that  veatel  at  New  York  from  Charloilon,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Habhlet  Lane, 

New  York,  April  ]8,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  rep«rt  the  arrival  of  the  above  named  ves- 
sel at  this  port  from  Oharlestou  bar,  after  a  boisterous  passa^  of 
Beveiity-tive  hours. 

We  sailed  in  ('ouiitaiiy  with  U,  S.  steamers  Paicnet  and  Pocahonttu 
aud  the  U.  !S.  transport  Baltic. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Fai'nce, 

Captain, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Ike  Navy,  Waahitigton,  D.  C, 


i 


Confederate  reports  and  correspondence  relative  to  the  attempt  to  relieve 

Fort  Sumter, 

[Telegraiu.] 

Washington,  April  3, 1861. 
The  war  wing  ]>res8e8  on  the  President ;  ho  vibrates  to  that  side.  He 
has  conferred  with  several  ofUcers — naval  engineers — supi)<)sed  to  be  in 
regard  to  8utnter,  pfrliiii>s  to  eolle(*tiiig  revenues  at  New  Orleans. 
Coinniodore  i'eiiderfrrast  is  not  at  Key  West,  but  at.  Norfolk;  could 
not,  theielbre,  land  troops.  Seuator  Dixon  conversed  fully  with  Chase 
on  Saturday;  found  hiui  much  uioderat^^'d  and  strongly  inclined  to 
peace  policy.  Thuir  form  of  uoti(;e  to  us  may  be  that  of  the  coward, 
who  gives  it  wlien  he  strikes.  Wat«;h  at  all  points.  It  is  said  the 
Pawnee  sailed  from  this  place  this  evening  with  three  companies  of 
artillery. 

Martin  J.  Crawford, 
A.  B.  Roman, 

[C.  S.  Commissioners.] 
Hon.  It.  ToosiBS, 

[/Secretory  o/  State  of  Confederate  States.] 


[Tolegnuu.] 

Washington,  April  3, 1861. 
Much  activity  to-day  in  the  War  and  Navy  Departments.  It  is  said 
the  MinncHota,  at  Boston,  has  been  ordered  to  thi'  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
8is8ijij)i.  Powhatan  suddenly  put  in  commission  to  sail  next  week. 
Four  companies  now  here;  three  artillery,  one  sajipers  an<l  miners, 
ordered  to  New  York.  Iteport  says  these  movements  have  reference  to 
the  San  Domingo  question.  Pawnee  will  not  be  ready  for  sea  until 
Saturday.  Our  intermediary  says  they  dare  not  deceive  liim,  as  they 
know  we  don't  rely  upon  them,  but  upon  him. 

Crawford. 
Roman. 

FOESYTH. 
Hon.  R.  TUOMBH. 


J 


Washington,  April  4,  iSUl. 

It  is  believed  here  in  high  circles  that  the  naval  preparations  alluded 
to  in  our  telegram  of  yesterday  aie  intended  against  Spain, on  account 
of  the  Dominican  aflair.  The  contemptuous  allusions  to  tlie  United 
States  by  Kuiopcan  ])ress  and  i)eople,  as  a  tioverunieut  in  ruins,  induces 
the  conteuiplatcd  demonstration,  to  show  the  world  that  it  is  still  one 
of  tlie  great  ])c>wcrs,  and  that  the  separation  of  the  ContWerate  States 
does  not  impair  its  imjiortance. 

In  contirmation  we  know  that  a  diplomatic  note  of  rather  a  disagree- 
able nature  has  been  sent  tlie  Spanish  minister  from  the  Department 
of  State  in  reference  tlicrcto. 

Notwithstanding,  all  this  fleet  may  now  or  hereafter  be  ordered  to 
our  coast;  hence  we  wouhl  say  strengthen  the  defenses  at  the  mouths  of 
the  lyiississippi. 

Ceawfoed. 

EOMAN. 
FOESYTH. 

Hon.  I{.  Toosras, 

Montgomery. 


[Telternm.] 

MONTGOMEEY,  April  4,  ISGl. 
Tour  dispatch  of  to-day  is  received.    You  are  mistaken.     We  are 
ready. 

E.  Toombs. 
Messrs.  Ceawfoed,  Fobstth,  and  Roman. 


[Telegram.  J 

Washinoton,  April  5,  1801. 
Tlie  movement  of  troops  and  preparations  on  board  of  vessels  of  war 
of  which  you  have  already  been  ajiprised  are  continued  with  the  great- 
est iictivity.  An  im]tortaiit  move  requiring  a  formidable,  uiihtary  and 
naval  force  is  certainly  on  foot.  The  statement  tliat  this  armament  is 
intended  for  San  1  >omingo  may  be  a  mere  ruse.  Wo  arc,  however,  most 
creditably  informed  that  Comnuxlore  Stringham,  who  takes  charge  of 
the  si|iiadion,  sails  for  San  Domingo.  Having  no  confidence  in  the 
Administration,  we  say  be  ever  on  your  guard.  tJlad  to  hear  that  you 
are  ready.  Tlll^  notice  jaomised  us  will  come  at  the  last  moment  if  the 
fleet  be  intended  for  our  waters. 

Ceawfoed. 

Roman. 

FoESYTH. 

Hon.  R.  Toombs. 


[TulogrjUD.] 

Savannah,  [April]  5  [1801], 
B.  Lamar  telegraphs  thus  to-day  from  Xew  York : 
Mobiit),  PeQHOciiln,  New  Orle.-ins,  and  Savanuah.     lyook  to  your  coast. 

0.  A.  L.  Lamab. 
Hon.  R.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State,  G.  8.  A, 
N  w  E — VOL  4 17 
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(Telagmm.] 

Washington,  April  6,  ISiJl — 10:30  p.  m. 
No  change  in  the  activity  of  tlie  warlike  annaineuts  nieutioned  yc 
terday.    The  minors  tliat  they  are  destined  against  Pickens  and  ))erhai 
8uuiter  are  getting  every  day  stronger.     We  know  nothing  positive,  i 
the  subject,  bnt  advise  eqnal  activity  on  your  part  t«  ret^eive  tbeiu  j 
they  come.     Wc  liave  not  yet  been  notitied  of  the  movement,  but 
notilications  may  come  when  they  are  ready  to  stai't. 

Crawfokd. 

FOKSVTH. 

Roman. 
It.  Toombs. 


[TeleKnni.] 

Charleston,  April  ~,  1861. 
(Eeceived  at  Washington,  10:20  a.  m.,  April  8.) 
We  have  so  many  cxtniunlinary  telegrams  I  wonld  be  ghvd  to  kno^ 
from  yon  if  it  is  true  tliat  tliey  liave  determined  to  reentbrce  8amt 
and  if  a  naval  I'orfe  is  sent  to  our  harbor.    Be  so  good  as  to  answer 
soon  as  convenient,  for  something  [is]  desired  to  govern  our  conduct. 

F.  W.  Pickens, 
Messrs.  (,'rawfobu  and  Fohsyth, 

Vomm  iisiiionerg. 


ITcilegnuu.l 

Washinoton,  April  7, 1861 
Events  since  our  last  have,  in  our  juilgment,  made  it  our  duty  to 
reijuire  an  answer  to  our  oflicial  note  <»f  Marcli  VI.     We  do  so  to-night 
with  uotitication  that  our  secretary  will  call  for  a  reply  tomorrow  at  2 
p.  ui.     We  believe  that  a  hostile  njovement  is  on  foot  and  part  of  i 
sailed  against  tlieCoul'ederato  States.     It  may  be  Sumter  ainl  the  M 
sissippi.     It  is  almost  certain  tliat  [it)  is  [Fort]  Pickens  and  the  Ten 
frontier.     If  Seward'.s  reply  is  not  satisractxjry  we  shall  consider  tU 
gauntlet  of  war  thrown  down  and  dose  our  mission.     After  2  p.  i 
to-iuorrow  will  telegraph  you. 

Obawfobd. 

Roman. 

I'^OBSYTH. 

Hon.  R.  Toombs. 


Eztraeti  from  a  letter  from  Judge  John  A.  Campbell. 

Memorandum.]  Sunday  Morni.ng,  April  r,  \1SG1.] 

The  coniiiiissioners  have  been  under  anxiety  and  ('oncern  for  two  < 
three  days  by  leports,  that  have  some  appearance  of  authority,  of  ooi 
versations  of  llic  Presideut  relative  to  Southern  atlairs,  by  the  unusua 
movements  of  troops,  and  by  the  sailing  of  the  AtUtntiv. 

I  have  assured  thriu  that  the  (Jovernnieiit  will  not   unilertake 
supply  Sumter  without  giving  notice  to  Oovcruor  Pickens,  and  ths 
I  should  have  notice  whenever  any  measure  changing  the  existii 
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status  jne judicially  to  the  Confederate  States  is  contemplated  as 
resiMJcts  Fort  Pickens.  1  do  not  experience  the  same  anxiety  or  con- 
cern as  they  express.  Bnt  if  1  have  said  more  than  I  am  authorized  I 
pray  that  you  will  advise  me. 

As  the  result  of  the  enquiries  nuule  in  the  foregoing,  the  information 
contained  in  the  paper  enclosed  is  given. 

[John  A.  Oampukll.] 


[Telojpram.J 

Washington,  April  8,  iftei. 
Yonr  telepram  of  to-day  and  dispatch  of  lid  received.  This  Govern- 
ment politely  declines  in  a  written  paper  to  recognize  our  otlicial  char- 
acter or  th»s  iM>wer  we  represent.  We  shall  rejoin  and  then  leave  the 
city,  unless  otherwise  instrncte«l.  VVe  believe  Fort  Pickens  and  Texas 
are  the  first  points  of  military  demonstration. 

Forsyth. 
Roman. 
Crawford. 
Hon.  R.  Toombs.  

iTelasnuii.J 

Chahleston,  April  n,  jSfJi. 
Special  messenger  from  Lincoln,  Mr.  Chew,  informs  us  Sumter  [is]  to 
be  provisioned  peaceably;  otherwise  forcibly. 

G.  T.  Beaxtreoard. 
M.  J.  Crawford, 

Confederate  Commissioner. 


[T«l«(iMn.J 

WASiriNfiTON,  April  8  [186l\. 
The  military  and  naval  movements  are  conducted  with  extraordinary 
secrecy. 

We  are  assured  that  you  will  not  be  disturbed  without  notice,  and 
we  think  [Fort]  Sumter  is  to  be  evacuated  and  [Fort]  Pickens  i)ro- 
visioned. 

We  have  taken  steps  to  define  relations  of  jieaco  or  war  with  this 
Government  within  a  few  hours.  Your  patience  and  noble  forbearance 
will  not  be  much  longer  pat  to  trial. 

Forsyth. 
Roman. 
Crawford. 
Governor  P.  W.  Pickens, 

Charleston. 


Washington.  April  W,  1861. 
The  Tribune  of  to-day  declares  the  main  object  of  the  expedition  to 
be  the  relief  of  Sumter,  and  that  a  force  will  be  lauded  which  will  over- 
come all  op])osition. 

Roman. 
Forsyth. 
Crawford. 
General  G.  T.  Beaurboabd, 

Charleston,  H.  C. 


OS  TBE  A-TT.&mr  OOflBK.' 

WAsnsevox,  AprU  »,  iHCi. 
Obt  aiaiga  n  doni.    We  are  4rt«i—d  hen  hj  tb«  fii.ifci.t  on  tli« 
naJa.    Weho|«tobeaMe  tolaM«tt»-BHRw.    TWTnbaBeofi 
ifttfi  the  MMia  olj^aec  of  A*  npciiliM  ta  be  tbe  idMr  of  Sv 

RoiLUL 
POBSTTH. 

Btm.  K.  Tttomrn.  

tr  tt»  tii|«nHw'«C  C  ■■  B.  latf  Ouu.  **'* 

CHASLKSTOX,  S.  C„  April  S.  I'^J. 

Brs:  Yoo  vUl  preyre  tW  ateamo'  JLmIjt  D«ru  for  «ei*  immediatielj^ 
tofclaff  OB  board  a*  marh  foel  as  |ioanbla  aad  tea  d^jra^  ] 

Ton  vill  alao  take  for  [trvm    the  recemBg  resael  tkrae  

Ordem  wHl  b«  pvcD  joa  at  waat  boor  to  start. 
Beapcetlnlly.  etc, 

H.  J.  HABTannx, 

C9mtmamdtr,  C.  S.  \»ty. 

Lteotenaat  CoamaodiDg  W.  G.  Dozieb,  C.  S.  Navy. 


■wT,  ataHMaltaK  C 1.  ft.  La4f  Smm,  ngarfiag  piapMal  «iyiJTIiiw  li  fiwwmt  iMakn** 
— tt«f  Twtiawlw. 

Stkaxeb  Gobdox, 

CkaricBtonf  April  6,  7Sej. 
8iB:  Tb(!  ohjMrt  of  the  present  expedition  au<I«T  ray  eomuiiind.  con- 
sisting of  the  Liiily  Itarin,  General  Clinch,  and  GouIoh.  is  to  gaani  the 
approacbeM  to  tbin  L^rlior  from  the  aeA  autl  prevent  n  ivenlurcetueut 
of  Fort  .Sunitf  r.  You  will  tLeri-fort-  most  ripjdly  obey  all  orders  by 
•iKual  or  olhcrwiMe,  uitiii;;  the  utmost  vigilance  and  giving  immediate 
notit'4i  of  any  vemsel  or  Iwat  approaching. 

You  will  take  Htatiou  in  Matlitt's  Channel  and  keep  always  withia 
signal  iliMtance  of  this  vessel  in  m;uu  ship  channel.  Ecimoniize  yonr 
fnel,  and  if  nece.Hsary  to  replenish  and  nut  able  to  communicate  with 
me  printed  to  tstono  an<l  return  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  nwresHary  to  avoid  the  enemy,  seek  shelter  under  the  gnus  of  the 
nearest  batterj'  or  run  for  Stono  Inlet,  or  Hull's  Bay,  or  Charleston,  if 
IK»shil»le;  if  <-<)iniM*ll<*<l  to  abandon  your  vessel,  set  heron  lire  to  i>revent 
her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Bm  i)arti<ularly  cautious  at  night  to  guarJ  against  the  approach  or 

atta<-k  from  lKjat«.  against  whom  yoti  will  llnd  it  convenient  and  useful 

to  UM9  your  st«am  by  running  them  down,  having  small  arms  men  ready 

to  repel  boiinlers. 

KncloMcd  is  a  copy  of  signals  to  be  nsed. 

licsiNMstfully, 

H.  J.  Habtstene, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Xavy 
Licut4Miant  ('ommauding  Dozier, 

atenmer  Lady  Dari». 

P.  8. — Yon  will  proceed  to  sea  with  me  to-morrow  following  my 
motions  in  line  ahea<l,  one  cable's  length  astern  of  the  Clinch,  she  to  be 
"!jB  cable's  length  astern  of  me. 

H.  J.  H. 
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Every  mornin;;  at  <layliKlit  a^t  underway  with  ine  iind  run  jis  far  aa 
Bull's  Hay  under  short  steam  and  cruise  to  and  fro  to  observe  any  ves- 
sels in  tlie  bay  or  ott'shore  for  10  or  15  miles,  being  certain  to  return  to 
your  station  olf  tlie  Moultrie  House  on  Sullivan's  Island  and  anchor  as 
close  as  jxissible  on  the  soutli  sideof  tliet'luinnel,  from  dark  to  daylight. 
You  will  keep  a  boat,  if  the  weather  is  not  bad,  with  two  trusty  men, 
niovin>j  slowly  between  the  Clinch  in  the  Swash  Channel  and  your  ves- 
sel. Allow  no  lights  (except  signals)  to  be  shown..  Be  always  ready  to 
get  underway.  Examine  all  vessels  or  boats  passing  in,  and  let  none 
pass  with  an  unusual  number  of  men  or  anything  suspicious.  Allow 
nothing  to  jiass  in  except  in  da\  light.  If  not  certain  of  a  vessel's  char- 
acter, follow  her  in  past  Sumter,  l;eei>ing  her  closely  observed. 

Keep  a  correct  log,  duly  signed ;  have  a  lookout  forward  and  aft, 
besides  the  officer  of  the  watch. 

H.  J.  n. 

Anchor  for  to-night  so  as  to  be  nearly  equidistant  between  Sullivan's 
Island  and  the  inner  buoy  marked  on  the  chart  in  North  Channel, 
where  the  Clinch  will  be. 

H,  J.  H. 
Enter  the  following  signals  in  your  book: 
4.5,  boat:  send  on  board  (he  admiral. 

63,  chase  the  stranger,  not  going  out  of  signal  distance. 
141,  hail,  come  withiti. 

227,  position,  take. 
257,  underway,  to  get. 

64,  cruise  ott',  returning  before  dark. 
3."),  action.. join  in. 

246,  send  on  board  siginil  book. 
W!,  cajitains,  come  to  admiral. 

If  a  suspicious  ves.sel  is  disc<jvered  in  a  fog,  fire  one  gnn ;  if  certain 
she  is  an  enemy,  fire  two  guns;  if  recjuiring  assistance,  fire  three  guns, 
making  them  tell  upon  the  enemy  and  blow  the  steam  whistle  or  ring 
the  bell,  t)r  do  both. 

Jl  nighl. 

One  long  whistle,  send  a  boat  to  admiral. 

Two  long  whistles,  come  wilhin  hail. 

Three  long  whistles,  chase  the  stranger,  not  going  out  of  signal 
distance. 

If  the  above  signals  are  followeil  by  ringing  of  the  bell,  they  are 
intended  for  the  Clinch. 

Number  your  signals  from  flic  ui>]>er  left  one.  The  answering  pen- 
nant is  the  vertical  red  and  white  one. 

Four  long  whistles,  cruise  off  the  Octwral  Clinch, 

Five  long  whistles,  cruise  off  the  LaiJy  Darin. 

Six  long  whistles,  jiositiou  take. 


Uutnetieiu  from  Commander  Harut«ne,  C  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Dorier,  C.  S. 
Navy,  oommanding  C.  S.  S,  Lady  Davit,  regarding  expedition  for  the  placing  of  fire  rafti  off 
Fort  Sumter. 

Steamkr  Gordon, 

OffNiimler,  April  77.  ISfiJ. 

SiH:  You  will  proceed  to  Charleston  ininiediat^dy  in  the  Lady  Jtarit, 

then  leave  your  vessel  in  <liarge  of  your  first  lieutenant,  find  out 

fnjm  the  quartermastei's  de|)artment  (Colonel  Thatcher's)  all  about 

the  necessary  preparations  for  the  rafts  (two),  which  you  will,  alter 
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dark,  have  towed  *•  near  mt  job  eaa  get  to  aoathwMt  side  of  Fort 
Samter,  aorbor  them  and  send  the  Mcamer  to  a  safe  distance  inshore 
with  a  snpply  of  woud  to  r^plentalk  tbe  fine  oo  the  raft«  if  tber  sboald 
Vie  extingaiahed.     Toa  mast  have  a  good  piloC  to  anchor  yoa  in  posi- 
tion ;  have  also  a  boat  and  crev.    Yon  vill  wait  qaietlj  on  the  rafts,  I 
which  most  be  so  pteced  and  prqiaiad  as  to  ham  free^  and  ^ve  the) 
most  li^ton  Mnttwest  side  of  Swalei.    Yoa  will  be  in  pootion  SfB? 
soon  as  possible  after  dark,  all  prepared,  and  fire  op  both  as  sooa  aa 
the  batteries  open  on  approaching  boats  or  veesda. 

The  object  of  this  expeditioa  is  t»  plare  your  two  rafts  in  saeh  poei- 
rioo  ari  to  give  tbe  best  tight  oo  soothwest  side  of  Samter,  that  the 
eons  may  see  to  fire  npoo  a  party  disembarking  from  boats  or  TesseiflL  | 
This  serriee  is  very  importaat,  and  much  is  Mt  to  yoor  good  diaere- 
tion.    If  tbe  fires  bom  unt  before  davligfat,  yon  most  reptoush  and , 
fire  op.  retreat!  rij;  an  before. 
Respectfolly.  ett^ 

H-  J.  HAKTSTElfE. 

Lientenant  Commanding  W.  G.  DoziSR. 


•  HutitaBa,  C.  B.  Sa*7,  to  B«igiJlw-6wi»il  BMsnfud,  C  8.  Aixy, 
tutiag  hia  puipan  to  pttmatt  ^m  n^dbmaiBt  of  7ort  Smtar. 

FoKT  MotTLTBEB,  8.  C,  April  13, 1861. 

Oettkbal  :  Fort  Snmter  has  been  set  on  fire,  and  as  it  is  very  impor- 
tant {with  the  veiwels  outside  threatening  to  enter)  to  have  all  experi- 
ence, I  have  determined  to  remain  and  avoid  or  prevent  a  reenforcemeut, 
I  do  not  think  there  are  more  than  three  vessels  off.  Colonel  Kipley 
and  myself  will  tiidt-avor  to  prevent  an  entry  here  to-night.  I  will,  aa 
yon  said,  make  myself  useful;  more  so.  probably,  than  1  conld  at  any 
other  point.  I  shall  go  out  in  a  rowboat  during  the  night,  with  signals 
arranged,  and  reconnoiter  the  entramre  and  give  timely  notice  of  any 
boats  approaching.  I  think  the  tire  hulk  inside  of  Snmter  had  better 
not  t>e  lighted,  as  it  will  probably  dim  oar  vision. 

I  have  Just  made  out  the  vessels  oft".  They  are  the  Paicnee,  Harriet 
Lane,  ytuhrille,  Atlantic  [Baltic],  and  a  merchant  schooner.  They  can 
not  enter  in  their  vessels.  With  a  gijod  lookout  (for  a  lookout  stationed 
here,  and  a  boiitofT  in  tbe  channel,  together  with  their  lire  hulks,  which 
are  still  floating  in  a  line  around  Fort  Sumter)  I  think  you  need  have  no 
fear  of  an  entrantx-  here.  They  are  all  here  and  in  tine  spirits.  Ripley 
is  a  most  valuable  officer — cool,  collected,  and  energetic.  He  keeps  all 
in  spirits  and  up  to  their  work.  I  have  all  the  batteries  on  this  island, 
and  give  the  best  directions  as  1  think  may  be  useful,  iiarticularly  in 
regard  to  looking  out  for  and  firing  at  boats  or  shipping.  The  guns 
are  all  intact  and  in  tine  working  order. 
UcHjK'ctfuUy, 

H.  J.  Haststkne. 

(Jeucrul    BEAt'KEGARD, 

Churlestmt,  8.  C. 


tctttr  from  liantanukt  Hug«r,  C.  8.  Rav;,  commanding  batteiim,  Konii  bland.  8.  C,  to 
Biigidlar-Oeoerml  Beanrevard,  C.  8.  Army,  offering  his  MrrioM  in  driving  off  the  Unitsd 
BtatM  veanli. 

South  End  Battehy, 
Morrift  Inland,  S.  C,  April  1',,  1861. 
OK7ne«AL:  Tliese  vessels  of  the  enemy  which  are  causing  us  some 
anxiety,  anil,  at  any  rate,  treating  us  with  great  disrespect,  I  would  like 
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to  have  the  i»leasure  of  diiviii};  oft"  Irom  our  port;  ami,  if  we  oau  not 
succeed  in  that,  at  least  make  them  keep  at  a  resi)ectable  distance.  I 
volunteer  ibr  the  service.  If  you  will  allow  nie  to  put  the  ritle  cannon 
on  board  the  Lady  Darin,  under  my  command,  I  can  jro  out  and  at  long 
ranjie  try  the  ettect  of  the  shot  on  them.  1  think  in  this  way  1  may  be 
able  to  annoy,  if  not  drive  them  ofl',  Hhonld  this  jjIuh  meet  your  views, 
I  would  be  glad  to  try  and  carry  it  into  execution. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.   B.  HUGEB, 
Lieutenant,  C.  S.  Xavy,  Commandant  of  Batterien, 

Briga<lier-General  Beairegard, 

Commander  in  Chitf,  Charleston,  8.  C. 


Baport  of  Commander  Hartitene,  0.  S.  Navy,  of  ths  transfer  of  H^or  Anderson,  TT,  S.  Annj, 
and  his  command  from  Fort  SomMr  to  chartered  steamer  Baltic. 

Headquabters  Provisional  Forces,  C.  S.  Army, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  /l;rri7  If!,  1861. 

Major:  On  the  afternoon  of  the  l.'Jth  inst^int,  shortly  after  the  sur- 
render of  Fort  Sumter,  1  was  phwed  on  board  the  steamer  Otitaichn  to 
convey  to  tlie  fort,  in  connection  with  Major  .Tones,  Captains  .Allies  and 
Pryor  (aids  to  Brigadier-deneral  Beauregard),  to  airange  with  Major 
Anderson  the  means  most  acceptjible  to  him  for  his  evacuation  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

The  major,  agreeably  to  our  ofl'er,  sent  on  board  of  us  Lieutenant 
Snyder  to  confer  with  the  commander  of  the  lleet  olf  the  bar  in  regard 
to  transportation.  1  accompanied  him  out  on  the  morning  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  after  a  short  conference  he  returned  tolhe  fort,  where  it 
was  arranged  that  the  steamers  and  all  neces.sary  facilities  for  the 
removal  of  the  command  should  be  ready  at  11  o'clock,  and  that  they 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  fleet,  and  have  the  option  either  of  taking 
l>assage  in  one  of  their  vessels  or  of  going  on  the  one  furnished  by  the 
Confederacy. 

At  11  o'clock  all  facilities  were  at  the  disposal  of  Major  Anderson, 
but  the  work  of  removal  was  ilelayed  in  cou.sequence  of  the  accidental 
explosion  which  killed  and  wounded  live  of  his  command.  They  were 
not  all  embarked  until  sundown,  when  it  was  too  lat«  to  cross  the  bar. 
Thi.s,  however,  was  eflected  early  the  following  morning,  and  the  com- 
mand shortly  afterwards  was  transferre<l  to  the  steamer  Baltic,  one  of 
the  transi>orts  of  the  United  Stsites. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the 
brigadier- general  coniniauding. 
Ilespectl'uUy,  etc., 

H.  J.  IlARTSTENE. 

Mfyor  D.  R.  Jones, 

Asst.  Adjt  Oen.  of  Prorisional  Forc^,  C.  8.  Anny,  CharleHton,  S,  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  the  Colonel  Commandant  U.  8. 
Marine  Corps,  regarding  detachment  of  mariiua  for  Fort  McHenry, 
Baltimore, 

Confidential. J  Natt  Department,  January  s,  isci. 

Sir  :  You  will  send  a  detachment  of  thirty  marines,  proi)erly  officered, 
armed,  and  equipped,  and  rationed  for  tilteen  days,  by  to-morrow  mora- 
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iug's  early  train  of  cars  to  I-'oi  t  IMcIIenry,  ISaltimore.  They  will  garri- 
son tLe  tort  uutil  relieved  by  army  troops,  when  they  will  rt^tiini  to 
WashingUm. 

I  uin,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOUCEY. 

Colonel  John  Harris, 

Commandant  Marine  C'orpn,  IleadijuarterH. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xat^y  to  Lieutenant  llayg,  U.  S.  Marine 
Corpn,  eommandimj  detail  of  marincii. 

Navy  DEPAitTMENT,  January  13,  1861. 
On  arrival  of  arjiiy  troojw  ah  Fart  McHeiiry  return  with  marines 
ander  your  command  to  iie:Ml<]uarters,  in  obedience  to  orders  of  Jaii- 
uary  8,  18(U. 

I.  ToucEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 
Lieutenant  A.  .!.  Hays, 

Commundiny  Detachment  Marines,  Fort  McHcnry,  Baltimore. 


Report  of  Lieuteimnl  Murray,  U.  8.  Nacy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Poca- 
hontas, of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  from 
Mexico. 

U.  S,  Steam  8l(k)1>  Pocahontas, 

Ihiinirlon  It'oads,  Va.,  March  13,  1861. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  eneloscd  orders  of  Fla)i<  )rticer  Penderyrast  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  !lain|)ton  lJoads,Va. 
We  sailed  from  Sacrilicios,  near  Vera  Ihuz,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
22d  ultimo,  and  after  a  (lassage  in  which  we  encountered  heavy  weather, 
and  not  one  hour's  fair  wind,  we  arrived  at  Havana  on  the  eveuing  of 
the  -id  instant  with  but  4  tons  of  coal  oti  board. 

We  Hailed  from  the  latter  i)]ace  on  the  ."ith.  Part  of  the  8th  and  the 
whole  of  the  'Mh  :md  HHh  this  vessel  was  under  the  influence  of  a 
rovolviufj  storm  or  ry<-Ione,  in  which  she  sullereil  considcraldy  by 
straining;,  the  sea  f(»r  tilteen  hours  hein^;  of  a  pyiamidal  form  and  com- 
ing from  all  directions  with  great  violence.  If  my  aiiprehensions  of  the 
magnitude  of  this  gale  are  correct,  we  may  e.\pect  to  hear  of  uiany 
marine  disasters. 

We  sufl'ered  the  severity  of  the  temjiest  in  about  latitude  31°  N"., 
longitude  7!>'>  W.  The  body  of  the  {■ydone  api>eared  to  tne  to  bear 
about  S.  S.  W,  and  to  move  in  a  southerly  and  westerly  direction,  its 
vortex  passing  over  the  liahamas. 

We  left  the  steam  frigate  roichatan  at  Havana,  to  sail  on  the  8th  for 
New  York. 

The  Cumberland  was  towed  out  of  Sacrificios  by  the  Powhatan  on  the 
25th  of  February,  and  is  now  due  at  this  place. 

We  are  short  of  provisions  and  oui'  niijier  works  leaking,  and  should 
be  at  a  navy  yard.     Lieutenant  Van  1{.  Morgan  catne  home  a  passenger. 

Shaving  been  condemned  by  a  medical  snr\  cy  at  Vera  Cruz. 
Respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.   MlRRAY, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
[Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
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Report  of  Captain  Mercer,  U.  S.  Xut-y^  commanding  U.  S,  S.  Powhatan^ 
of  the  arriral  of  that  rcnitel  at  A'eic  I'ork  from  Vera  Crtu,  Mexico. 

U.  S.  8.  Powhatan, 

New  York,  March  13,  1861. 
Sir:  It)  obedience  to  au  order  from  Flag  Otiicer  Peiidergrast,  dated 
February  24,  ISfil,  I  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  25th  ultimo;  arrival 
at  Havana  on  ttiu^Sd  ultinui;  replenished  coal;  sailed  for  this  ]>ortou 
tlio  8th  ultimo,  and  arrived  here  to-day  in  this  vessel  under  my  com- 
niaiid. 

I  am,  sir,  resjKictfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samitrl  Mebceb, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Seohktabv  of  the  Na\t, 

Washington,  iK  C. 


Order  of  the  ISeoretart/  of  the  Nary  to  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.  8,  Navy, 
commandiny  V.  *'.  8.  I'ocahontag. 

Navy  Depaktment,  March  14, 1861. 
Sir:  Your  lett^'r  of  the  12th  instiint,   reportin};  Hie  arrival  of  the 
i'«p«/(«H/«»  under  your  comtiiiiud  at  Ilanijitoii  Roads,  has  lieen  received. 
You  will  ])roceed  with  the  I'ocahovtaii  to  the  uavy  yard  at  Gosport 
[Norfolk]  immediately. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obeilieut  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  Alexanjjkr  Murhay, 

Vommandiuy  I'.  S.  S.  I'licahontax,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  <f  the  Nary  to  the  commandant  nary  yard,  Nor- 
folk, Va.,  to  repair  the  U.  S.  IS.  Vovahuntas. 

Navv  Department,  March  14,  ISVl 
StR:  Lieutenant  A.  Murray,  commanding  the  Pocahontas,  now  at 
Hampton  lioatls,  has  been  ordered  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  the 
imvy  yard  at  Gosport  [Norfolk].  On  her  arrival  yon  will  be  pleased  to 
have  the  slight  repairs  that  she  may  require  put  upon  her  without 
delay. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commodore  Cuarle«  8.  McOauley, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Secreta ry  of  thr  Na  ry  to  Flag-  Officer  Petidergrast,  U.  8.  Navy, 
command iiKj  Home  Squadron,  regarding  coaling. 

Navy  Department,  March  18, 1861. 
Sir  :  Your  No.  35,  dated  February  25, 18C1,  with  enclosures,  has  beeu 
received. 

You  will  please  inform  the  Department  why  the  Powhatan  and  Poca- 
hontux  were  not  directed  to  coal  at  Key  West,  where  the  Government 
keeps  a  supply  for  the  Home  Si|inidron,  instead  of  Havana, 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obetlient  servant, 

[Gideon  Welles.) 
Flag-Oflieer  G.  J.  Penoeuorast, 

Commanding  Home  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va.  ^^ 
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Navy  Yard,  Gospokt.  March  19,  isot. 
Sib:  In  obedienre  to  your  order  of  tbe  27th  ultimo,  I  have  this  day 
reported  to  Commodore  MuCauiey  for  the  commainl  of  the  tJ.  S.  8. 
I'ocahonlas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  r.  Gn.Li8, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Fixig-Officer  Pendergrast,  TJ.  8.  Xatfy,  commanding  Home  Sqwul- 
ron,  of  the  arrival  of  J'.  S.  ship  Cumberland  tit  Hampton  Roads  from 
Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 

U.   B.    FlAOSHU'   OlMBERLAND, 

Hampton  Jioadu,  Va.,  March  ifS,  18G1. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Dfipartuieut  that  I  arrive<l  here 
in  the  IT.  8.  ship  CnmherUtnd  to  day,  twfiity-scven  days  from  Vera  Cruz, 
Mexico.  i)u  leaving;  Vera  Crnz  I  left  the  following  vt^ssels  of  war  off 
the  island  of  Saciiticios:  IT.  S.  ship  Mavedonian,  Captain  Glynn;  two 
English  steamers,  two  Spanish  steamers  and  one  brig,  and  a  French 
brig  and  st«atner.  Tlie  V.  tS.  8.  I'ocuhinilux,  Lieuteirant  Commanding 
Murray,  left  on  the  UHd  of  February  for  Hamilton  Uoails,  ^'a.,  and  the 
IT.  S.  S.  I'incliatau,  Cajitain  .Mercer,  in  i^ninpany  with  this  ship,  on  the 
25th  instant.  I  gave  (he  two  former  ships  antliority,  if  necessary,  to 
stop  at  Havana  to  replenish  their  coal. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
Flag-Offioer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  /Squadron. 

Bon.  Gideon  Welles, 

t  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  IK  C. 

•  — 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  Home  Squud- 
ron,  of  repairs  needed  hy  U.  8,  ship  Cumberland. 
U.  S.  Flagship  Cumberland, 
Hampton  lioadu,  Va.,  March  fi5,  1861, 
Sir:  In  my  dispatch  numbered  M  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the 
Department  of  my  arrival  here. 

The  Cumbrrtand,  having  experienced  a  succession  of  .severe  gales  off 
tlie  coast,  will  need  some  repairs,  and  re<]uires  water,  stores,  and  pro- 
visions.    I  would  therefore  be  glad  to  receive  the  orders  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  relation  to  her. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

G.   .1.    rENDERfJRAST, 

Flag-Officer,  Commiinding  Home  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  G. 
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Report  of  FlagOffi^r  Pendergraitl,  U.  S.  Nary,  commandituj  Tlome  tiijiind- 
ron,  ntniint)  rea-non  for  coaUnq  at  Havana,  Cuba,  itmtead  of'  Key  Went, 
Fla. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Cumrkkland, 

Hamilton  Roadn,  Va„  March  35,  iSOI. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  (itidtT  diite  of  Mnri-li  LS,  lS(il,  wishing  to  be 
iitformccl  why  the  Powhatan  and  /*«crt/ir»H^(«  were  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Hii\amv  instead  of  Key  West,  where  the  Governmeut  keeps  a  supply 
of  coal,  lias  beeu  received.  In  the  present  unhuppy  state  of  the  coun- 
try it  was  doubtful  whether  a  TJuited  States  Hhip  vvoukl  be  aUowed  to 
touch  at  Key  West  without  encountering  some  difficulties,  and  for  that 
reason  they  were  ordered  to  touch  at  Havana  if  necessary  t4»  replenish 
their  coal. 

I  huvo  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  very  respet'tfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.    PENDEaaKAST, 

Fla<i- Officer,  ('ommanding  Home  Hquiidron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WanhinfftMi,  D.  C. 


■ 


Letter  from  FUigOffirer  Pcndergraitt ,  XT.  S.  Navy,  eommandin;)  Home 
Squadron,  to  vomiiKindnnt  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  retjardiny  orders 
of  the  Itejyartmen  t. 

U.   8.   FLACrSHIP  CUMIIERLAND, 

Hamjiton  Roads,  Va.,  Marrh  27,  ISGl, 
SiK:  Your  communication  under  date-of  the  26th  instant  has  been 

received. 

I  beg  leave  to  (piote  the  following  extract  from  my  orders  from  the 

Department: 

Yon  will  i)rocee<l  with  your  lla);sbi|>,  the  Ciimhrrland,  to  Hampton  RowIr,  Vs.,  and 
there  await  the  fiirthor  instrnrtions  oC  tbo  Department. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  do  not  feel  authori/.ed  to  move  this  ship 
until  1  receive  further  iuatrnctionsfrom  the  Depiirtment  or  my  superior 
officer. 

In  my  report  to  the  Department  I  mentioned  that  this  ship  reiiuiretl 
some  repairs  and  stores,  and  asked  the  instructions  of  the  Department 
in  relation  to  the  matter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  .sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J,  Pendeeuuast, 
FlayOffieer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Charles  S.  McCaulby, 

Navy  Yard,  Ooaport  \Nor/olk],  Va, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ti>  Flag-  Officer  PenAergra«t,  U.  S. 

Navy,  eommandinq  Home  SquatJron,  in  regard  to  coaling  at  Havana, 

Cuba. 

Navy  Department,  March  as,  IStil. 

SiK:  The  Department  has  received  your  No.  36,  reporting  your 
arrival  in  «he  Cumlierland  at  Hampton  Itoads,  and  also  your  No.  37 
and  No  38. 
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Your  iViWoiiH  for  directinj;  the  I'mrlnitan  n\n\  Pocahontas  to  touch  at 
Havana,  to  r(*iileui8li  their  coal  if  necessary,  arc  satisfactory  to  the 
DopartiniMit. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiuEON  Welles. 
T'lag-OfficiT  G.  J.  Pendergbast, 

Commanding  Home  S<iuadroii,  Hampton  Roadit,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the   Nary  to  FUnj  Officer  I'cnderfiraitt,   U.S. 
Nary,  commandivi/  Home  Siiiiadroti,  to  proceed  to  Norfolk,  Va. 

Naatv  Department,  March  2f>,  l»t;j. 

8lR:  Proceed  with  the  Gmnlicrland  to  the  naval  anchorage,  Norfolk. 

I  am,  respe<'tiiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
FlagOfflcer  G.  J.  Pkndbrorast, 

Commanding  Home  Sqiia-tlron,  Hampton  Road«,  Va. 


Rsport  of  Flag  Officer  Pendergra^t,    U.   S.  Navy,   comman«Hng   Home 
Squadron,  regarding  U.  8.  ship  Cumberland. 

U.  S.  Flagshii'  Citmberlanb, 
Karal  Ajichoragc,  Norfolk,  ('«.,  March  ril,  H^fil. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledfte  the  receipt  of  your  order 
under  date  of  Mardi  l'!K  lit  obedience  to  that  onlci  I  have  this  «lay 
moved  ttie  Cumlnthind  to  tlic  imviil  anchorage,  Norfidk. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  <d)edient  servant, 

(}.  .1.  PKNDF.rUJRAST^-, 

FlagOffi^wr,  Gommandiny  Home  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiiJEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Wa4thin{fton,  D.  C.  , 


Heport  of  Flag-Officer   Pendergrntt,    U.   S.  Xaiiy,   commanding  Home 
Squadron,  requenting  nuiUtble  flagship. 

Flagship  Comheuland, 
Naval  Anchorage,  [Norfolk,  Va.\,  April  10,1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  in  form  thi'  I>('|)artuicnt  timt  the  Cumberland. 
being  a  sailing  vessel,  is  nut  well  suitiMl  for  the  flagship  of  a  squadron, 
and  1  respectfully  rcijuest  that  a  proper  steamer  may  be  assigned  me 
as  the  flagship  of  the  l!(Mne  S(|ii!vdron. 

J  also  beg  to  renew  the  a|)idicalioii  to  the  Department  for  the  officers 
uameci  in  my  dispatcli  (No.  '.i)  from  N'eraCriiz,  dated  Novembers,  1860. 
I  have  the  honor  t«  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendehgrast, 
FlagOffieer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlte  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  commanding  officers  of  the  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  courtesiea  to  be  extmdcd  to  the  correttpondent  of 
the  London  Timeg. 

Coutidential.]  NAVY  Depaktment,  Wa»hin^ton,  April  11,1861. 

Sir  :  Mr.  William  IT.  Russell,  the  corn'spoudeiit  of  the  London  Times, 
being  on  a  visit  to  this  rountry,  will  make  a  tour  through  the  Southern 
States,  and  niiiy  desire  to  take  passage  or  have  accommodation  on  board 
the  vessel  under  your  command. 

Sliould  such  he  the  case,  and  you  can  extend  to  him  the  i)rivilege, 
you  not  only  have  the  permission  of  the  Department  to  do  so,  but  will 
receive  its  approbation  I'or  your  courtesy  and  attention. 
Very  respectfully, 

GroKON  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commander  of  the  Home  8qi?adkon,  or 

COMMANDEII   OF   ANY    IT.  S.  VESSEL   OF   THE   SyUADBON. 


Letter  frovi  the  Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Academy  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  neekiny  instruct  ions  in  case  of  attack  upon  that  place. 

Naval  Academy, 
Annapolis,  Md.,  April  15,  1861, 

SiK:  In  view  of  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs,  I  deem  it  my  duty 
to  ask  your  instructions  in  event  of  a  threatened  attack  ui>ou  the  Naval 
Academy.  Tin-  Departiiiciit  is  jtrobahly  aware  that  this  point  is  not 
«lcfeiisihle  against  a  suiK-rior  forc<',  and  that  tlie  only  force  at  my  com- 
nian<l  consists  of  the  students  of  the  Academy,  many  of  whom  arelittle 
boys,  aiul  some  of  whom  are  citizens  of  the  seceded  States. 

If  an  attiick  should  be  threatened,  with  an  exhibition  offeree  stronger 
tlniu  we  are  able  to  repel,  I  ju-opose  to  embark  the  ofHcers  and  students 
in  the  schoolshiii  Vonstilution,  having  first  leudered  useless  the  guns 
and  ammunition  which  we  may  be  compelled  to  leave  on  shore,  and 
either  defend  her  in  this  harbor,  or  if  it  be  deemed  more  judicious,  put 
to  sea  and  jjroceed  to  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  Blake, 

SuperintendeHt. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Naral  Aeadetny  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Nary,  urging  the  immediate  presence  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Plymouth. 

Naval  Academy, 
Annapolis,  Md.,  April  15,  1861. 
SiB:  On  the  5th  instant  I  hiid  the  honor  to  suggest  that  the  prac- 
tice shij)  Plymouth  should  be  sent  to  the  Acatlemy  by  the  Ist  of  June, 
bnt  I  would  now  submit  the  expediency  of  sending  her  hero  at  the 
earliest  moment  and  of  placing  on  board  her  a  strong  marine  guard.  I 
enclose  a  table  of  the  com)ilement  allowed  the  ship  heretofore,  and 
would  re«|uest  that  the  same  number  bo  allowed  now;  also,  that,  if 
possible,  no  men  be  put  on  boaid  her  but  those  who  have  honorable 
discharges. 


0%  TR  JtTI.ASTir  COiftflC. 


If  tkew  ««OTMlaaw  an  aprravcd,  I  voaU  fintker 
obkI  aaoAecr  toKorlaft  tsraeareaMilKni^  Aeahip  tothis] 
I  lunre  tte  Iwaorto  be,  TV7  toiieetMlj,  :^ 

6.  &BLAKB, 

Hod.  'rwtMX  Wkujol 

Seertlmrj  «f  the  3'«ry,  Wm 


to 


hrf/rto/  i 


'  of  the  Xmral  Aimdemj  i 
Koti  oftkefnt  timm. 


,rmdM 


Xatai.  Acadkvt, 

SIK;  1  beg  l«sv«  to  state  to  you  that  I  hare  eooferred  folly  with  the 
DHMBSMfauit  of  nddsliipiBen  and  the  profesmcs  cluu'ged  vith  the 
iaatmetimi  of  the  ftxst  daaa,  aud  that,  if  it  u  decided  to  exaaune  and 
fpadaate  that  daM  before  the  iii>aa)  time,  tliey  exprees  tlie  opinion,  in 
wUdi  1  ooacnr,  that  the  examhiatioa  .'•boald  not  take  plaee  betee  the 
7Ui  pfDxioM*.  Tbe  gentleoMD  of  that  i-la.ss  are  receiving  uutntetion  in 
practical  branches  which  is  vet}'  im|>ortant  to  them. 
I  have  the  honor  Ut  be^  very  respectfolly.  joor  obedient  senrant, 

G.  S.  Blajce, 
Si^terimtendemt. 
Captain  Okobuk  A.  Hagbudkk, 

Ckuf/o/tke  Bureau  of  OrdHonte,  etc,  lVa*ki$i^Um. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  JVary  to  commandant  nary  yard,  SorfolL, 
to  tend  thr  I'.  S.  xhip  Plymouth  to  Annapolit,  .1/<J. 

ConfldcntiaL]  Navy  DEPAKTitEST,  April  17, 1861. 

8f R :  Should  it  Ije  dceuie*!  ttdvisable,  it  will  be  well  to  send  the  Plym- 
outh to  Antift]»olis  at  the  earliest  practicable  i>eriod.  Captain  Blake 
thinks  it  proi)er  to  have  her  there  for  defense.  Her  eonij)lfment  cou- 
sii«tH  of  about  l.'M)ofHc«r8  and  men.  Can  that  number  be  spare<l  at  this 
time!  I'lea»M5  use  your  diwretiou  in  the  matter,  and  confer  with  Com- 
modore I'aulding  on  the  subject. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

GiDKoN  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Coninio<lore  ('nABi.ES  8.  MoCaulet, 

Norfolk,  Va. 


Ordrr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Academy 
ill,  rcf/ard  to  ooumc  to  be  purHued  in  cage  of  threatened  attack  upon  tlutt 
place. 

Confldeiitial.J  Navy  Departmekt,  April  18,  1861. 

HiK:  Your  lett^^r  (»f  Mm  lijth  iustaut,  in  ret,'ar»l  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued  at  Aniia|KtIiH  in  cane  an  attack  shoiihl  be  threatened  with  a 
force  Ktroii^jer  than  you  aie  able  to  rc|H'l,  lias  been  received,  and  your 
_»U({geHtioiis  are  ajipruved.     It  would  not  be  advisable,  however,  to  add 
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to  the  extiti'ineiit  or  create  unnecessary  alarm  by  a  premature  move- 
ment. Much  must  de|)eud  on  your  own  .iu«lf,'nient  and  discretion. 
Annapolis  is  not  distimt,  and  the  tcleg^'ajth,  unless  interfered  with, 
allows  iinmediiitecoittniuiiication;  but  should  it  he  cut  oflF,  and  communi- 
cation interrupted  (which,  howeviT,  I  i\o  not  anticipate),  you  must  act 
upon  your  own  convictions. 

1  am,  sir,  respecttully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Ca]>taiu  (i.  S.  Blake, 

Kujifrintend'Cnt  Xaval  Academy,  Annapolui,  Md. 


Letter  from  John  Rodney,  e»q.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  reporting  the 
obittruction  of  Elizabeth  River. 

Lewes,  Del., 
Thursday  Evening,  April  18,  1861 — 'J  o'clock. 
Dear  Sm:  Wo  have  sad  news  here  this  evening,  received  by  the 
U.  a.  revenue  cutter  Pohbin,  Captain  Webster,  which  arrived  in  oui" 
harbor  this  afternoon  at  about  5  o'clock,  twenty-four  hours  from  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  near  Norfolk,  Va. 

The  report  is,  (by)  some  of  the  men  from  her,  that  the  channel  iu 
Elizabeth  liiver,  near  Craney  Island,  is  obstructed  by  the  sinking  of 
two  large  vessels  near  the  island,  whii-li  prevents  our  naval  force  there, 
consisting  of  about  six  ships,  from  getting  to  sea. 

The  V.  S.  8.  Water  Wilcli,  from  Philadelphia,  came  into  our  harbor 
at  an  early  hour  this  afternoon,  and  was  boarded  by  the  captain  of  the 
cutter  Dobbin  as  soon  as  he  arrived  iu  the  harbor.  We  hope  that  yoa 
will  soon  be  able  to  have  the  channel  clean«l  of  secession  sinks  and 
the  way  made  clear  for  the  vessels  to  get  out. 
Yours,  very  resiiectfiilly, 

John  Rodney. 

Secbetabt  op  the  Navy  ok  the  United  States. 


I 


Report  of  Commander  Mclntotih,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  iteizure  by  Major 
RridgJ'ord,  commatidinij  a  company  of  Virginia  troops,  of  tie  light- 
housv  tender  (schooner)  Riuhanan  under  his  command. 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  19,  1861. 
SiE:  I  have  the  i)ainful  duty  to  inform  you  that  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing, IStli  instant,  while  in  execution  of  my  duty  as  light-house  inspector 
of  the  Fifth  district,  I  was  unexpectedly  boarded  in  .Taine.s  River  by  a 
steamer  from  Kichniond  with  a  military  company  on  board,  and  being 
nn  prepared  for  an  att.u^k  I  was  comi»el]ed  t (» surrender  myself  and  vessel 
to  Major  IJridgford,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 
On  being  taken  to  Uichmoud  I  was  sent  for  by  the  governor  of  the 
State,  who  directed  Major  Bridglbrd  to  give  me  a  receipt  for  the  vessel 
and  relea.sed  me  on  parole  not  to  serve  in  arms  against  the  State  of 
Virginia.  As  it  w;us  very  imjiortant  that  I  should  get  to  Norfolk  imme- 
diately, I  c^)mplied  with  his  demand. 

Very  res]>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ohables  F.  MoIntosii, 

Commatuler,  U,  S,  Navy,. 
Hon.  Sbcbetaby  of  the  Navy. 
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[Tulognun.] 

Navy  Dkpaktmknt,  April  20,  1861, 
Defend  the  Conntitution  at  all  hazards.     If  it  ran  not  be  done,  destroy 
her. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  George  S.  Blake, 

Annapolig,  Md. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  auggeatitig 
the  establishment  of  a  military  force  at  Annapolis  for  the  protection  of 
Gorernment  property  there. 

Coutidential.)  Navy  Bepaktment,  April  iW,  1861. 

SiK:  I  respectfully  sngpest  that  a  military  force  be  established  at 
Annapolis  to  protect  the  frigate  Vonstiiiiiion  and  <ioveniment  property 
there,  which  is  now  much  exposed.  Could  not  a  iiortroii  nf  one  of  the 
regiments  expected  to  land  there  to-day  be  detailed  for  that  duty? 

The  withdrawal  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  miuines  from  this 
station  for  other  duty  leaves  the  navy  yard  and  (iovernment  proi)erty 
much  exposed,     I  would  therefore  respeiitfully  reque-st  that  a  military 
forct)  be  detailed  t4>  aid  in  guarding  that  ]>oint. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Hon.  Simon  Camekon,  Secretary  War. 

Reports  and  correspondence  relative  to  the  destruction  and  abandonment  of 
the  Norfolk  nary  yard,  April  i'O,  ISiil. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Powell,  V.  8.  Havy,  to  proeeed  to  Horfolk,  Va. 

Navy  Dkv A.wvyiv.^y,  .January  x'l,  ISOl. 
Sib:   Proceed  to  Norfolk,  ^'a.,  and  after  carrying  out  the  verbal 
orders*  you  have  received  from  the  Department  return  to  your  resi- 
dence at  Washington  City. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  TOUOEV, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.\ 
Captain  Levin  M.  Povtell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washinfiton,  I).  ('. 


Beport  of  eommandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  re^rding  U.  B.  ship  Gemuuitown. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  March  11,1861. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  th.-vt  the  sloop  j)f  war  German- 
town  will  be  re^idy  for  her  othcers  and  crew  by  the  2.">th  instant. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  8.  McCauley, 

Commandant, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 

*Tbe  inatnictionn  to  Captain  Powell  were  verbal,  us  was  his  I^porti  which  will  be 
■^owu  in  Mr.  Toucey's  testimony  before  the  Senate  committe*.    8m  p.  30'J. — COM- 
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Baport  of  eonuaaisdaiit  navy  yard,  HoifoUc,  regarding  TT,  B.  ibip  Cumberland. 

Commandant's  OFFirE,  Navy  Yard, 

iiosport  [Xorfolk],  March  i?.5,  1801. 
SiB:  I  have  tlie  lioiior  to  re])ort  tlic  arrival  of  tlie  U.  S.  ship  Cumber- 
lanil  in  Haniptou  Roads  ou  Saturday,  the  2;J<1  inataut,  tweuty-soveu 
days  from  Vera  Cruz. 

I  am,  sir,  very  res])e('ttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  McCailkv, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  GiBEON  Welles, 

Seiretary  of  the  A'ary,  Watthhujlon,  J).  0. 


Baport  of  oommandant  navy  yard,  Narfallc,  regarding  U.  8.  ship  Cumberland. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

GoHport  [Norfolk],  March  20,  If^ei. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  inform  you  tliat  I  have  directed  the  U.  S. 
ship  Cumberland  to  be  brought  u]>  tVoin  IIam|)ton  Roads  to  the  naval 
anchorage  on  this  station,  provided  it  did  not  conflict  with  any  order 
from  the  Department.  I  di-enicd  this  expedient  to  save  time  aud 
expense  in  supplying  the  deticieiu-ies  which  exist  on  her. 

I  have  the  honor,  .sir,  to  be,  verv  resiiectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.'S.  Mt^CAi  ley, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  i>/  the  Xu  py,  Wa^hinyton,  D.  G. 


I 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ITavy  lo  commandant  navy  yard.  New  York,  to  have  a  detach- 
ment of  otfioen  and  men  ready  to  send  to  the  Norfolk  uavy  yard. 

Private  Orders.]  Navy  Department,  March  31, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  be  jdeased  to  have  in  readiness  for  sea  service  without 
delay  U.'id  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  landsmen,  to  be  transferred 
from  the  receiving  ship  North  Carolina  to  the  receiving  shiit  I'enmtyl- 
rania  at  Norfolk. 

You  will  also  detail  the  necessary  otlicers  to  nccouii>any  them,  to  be 
furnished  from  tlm  public  stores  with  provisions,  stores,  etc.,  for  the 
subsistence  of  botli  otlicers  and  men  aud  have  them  ]>Iaced  on  board 
the  chartered  steamer. 

Paymaster  Ilenry  Etting  is  authorized  by  the  Dejtartment  to  charter 
a  jirivate  steamer  for  their  conveyance.  You  will  al.so  transfer  t«  the 
revenue  cutter  Harriet  Lane  ott  seamen,  ordinary  seameu,  aud  lauds- 
men,  to  be  conveyed  by  that  vessel  to  Norfolk. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  Sami'EL  L.  Breese, 

Nary  Yard,  New  York. 
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Natt  Dspabtvest,  April »,  tast, 
DaAad  tbe  C«»Mtitutio»  m  all  hazardji.    If  it  out  not  be  done,  daatray 
bar. 

6n>EO!r  Wklx£s, 

SeereUini  .Vary. 
Conmodore  Okoboe  S.  Rlaeb, 

jliiMapo/M,  JM. 

Leittr  front  the  Serretarf  of  the  Xavj/  to  ike  Stfretary  of  War,  nffetting 

the  fjitfihlUhmrnt  of  n  militanf  force  at  AnnapolU  for  the proteetiom  of 

OorernmrnI  prnprrty  there. 

Confidential.]  Xavy  Depabtick.nt,  April  A>,  1S€1. 

HiK:  I  rc'!ipe<tfiilly  Rn^f^eftt  that  a  military'  force  be  established  at 
Aniia|>oliH  U>  prote^rt  the  frigate  Conttitutiim  and  (Jovemment  proj^erty 
there,  which  is  now  much  exposed.  Could  not  a  [wrtion  of  one  of  the 
refpmentH  exfK'cte*!  to  land  there  to-day  be  detailed  for  that  datyl 

The  withdrawal  of  a  eongiderable  i>ortion  of  the  marines  from  this 
Htatii>ii  for  other  duty  leaves  the  navy  yard  and  Government  proi>erty 
nineh  exponed.     F  woald  therefore  resjiectfuUy  request  that  a  military 
toTVM  be  detailed  to  aid  in  i;iiarding  that  iioiiit. 
I  am,  8ir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  .Vary. 
Hon.  Simon  Camekos,  tieeretartf  War. 

JUsporln  aatd  eorretpOTtdence  relative  to  the  destruction  and  abandonment  of 
the  Norfolk  tutry  yard,  April  SO,  ISdl. 

r  of  tha  Saontary  of  the  Havy  U>  OapUin  Powell,  U.  B.  Kary,  to  pnoeed  to  Sorfolk,  Va. 

Navy  Department,  January  Si,  1S61. 
Htk:   I'riM^wid  to   Norfolk,  Va.,  and  after  carryinfj  out  the  verbal 
ordorH*  you  have  receivetl  from  the  Department  retnru  to  your  resi- 
dence at  Washington  City. 

I  am,  res|»e<'tf«lly,  your  oU-dient  servant, 

I.   TOUOEY, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Captain  IjKVIN  M.  I»owell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Baport  of  oommanilaiit  navy  yard,  Horfolk,  regarding  TF.  8.  ihip  Oermantown. 

Commandant'^  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

aonjioi-t  [Xorfolh\,  Match  11,  18G1. 
Sir:  I  have  the  hoiior  to  inform  ymi  that  the  sloo])  of  war  Oerman- 
town will  be  ready  lor  her  ollicei-.s  and  crew  by  the  2r>tli  in.staiit. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

C.  S.  McOat'ley, 

Commandant. 
lion.  f^iDEON  Welles, 

Sfcrcldri/  of  till'  i\ari/,  Washington,  D.  C. 

"Tim  lii*trii('tli>iia  to  ('iiptain  Powell  wwre  verbal,  as  wae  hia  report,  which  will  bo 
■\owii  ill  Mr.  Toucvy's  testimony  before  tbe  Senatu  committee.    See  p.  302. — CoM- 
tJUIIt. 
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Baport  of  eommandiuit  navy  jaii,  Hotfolk,  regarding  IT,  S,  ship  Combflrluid. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yaud, 

GoKport  [Norfolk],  March  x'ci,  1801. 
Sir:  I  Lave  tlie  lionor  ti(  rejjort  tlie  anival  ot  tlio  U.  8.  ship  Cumber- 
land in  niiiii]>toii  Koads  on  Saturday,  tlie  2Sd  iuaUnit,  twentysovcn 
days  I'roin  Vera  Cruz. 

I  sun,  sir,  very  respertlally,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  8.  McCaulky, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa«hi}i{/ton,  D.  C. 


S«port  of  commanduit  navy  yard,  Narfolk,  regarding  V,  B.  ihip  Comborland. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yaud, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  March  SO,  ItiOl, 
Sik:  I  would  rwipectfully  infbnii  you  tliat  I  have  directed  the  U.  8. 
ship  Vtunlierland  to  be  brought  \i])  tV<tni  Ilanipton  liouds  to  the  naval 
anehoriige  on  this  station,  providril  it  did  not  eouHict  with  any  order 
from  the  Department.  I  dcenu-d  this  exi>edieut  to  save  time  atid 
expense  in  suiii)lyin{ir  the  deficieneies  whieli  exist  on  her. 

I  have  the  honor,  .-sir,  to  be,  very  respeetlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.'S.  McCavley, 

Commundant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa«hingt4>nj  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard.  New  York,  to  have  a  detaob- 
ment  of  olHoera  and  men  ready  to  send  to  the  Norfolk  navy  yard. 

Phivate  OuDEiiaJ  Navy  Department,  March  31,1861. 

Sir:  Yon  will  be  i)loa.-<ed  to  have  in  readiness  for  sea  serviee  without 
delay  U'lO  Beameii,  <u-dinary  seamen,  and  landsmen,  to  be  transferred 
from  the  receiving  ship  North  Carolina  to  the  receiving  ship  I'ennsyl- 
rania  at  Norf(dk. 

You  will  also  detail  the  necessary  otTicers  to  accompany  them,  to  be 
furnished  from  the  ])ulilic  stores  with  ju'ovisions,  stores,  etc.,  for  the 
subsistence  of  both  otlicers  and  men  and  have  them  placed  ou  board 
the  chartered  steamer. 

Paymaster  Henry  KttinR  is  authorized  by  the  Dejiartment  to  charter 
a  private  8te:imer  for  their  conveyance.  You  will  also  transfer  to  the 
revenue  cutter  Harriet  Lane  i»()  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  lauds- 
men,  t«)  be  conveyed  by  that  vessel  to  Norfolk. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
C-ommodore  Samuel  L.  Breese, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York. 
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Oldw  of  the  8«0T«taiy  of  the  Navy  to  Paymaster  Etting,  U.  B.  Nary,  regarding  proTuion  for 
trancfer  of  detadunent  of  officen  and  men. 

Private  Obdees.)  Navy  Depaktment,  March  31, 1861. 

8in :  You  will  be  jjleased  to  proceetl  without  delay  to  New  York  and 
charter  a  private  steamer,  at  the  least  possible  cost,  for  the  immediate 
transportation  of  250  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  landsmen,  to  be 
trauaieiTed  from  the  receiving  ship  North  Carolina  to  the  receiving  ship 
Pennsylvania,  at  Norfolk, 

You  will  confer  with  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  at  New  York, 
who  will  cooperate  with  you  in  the  ftiltillinent  of  this  order.     You  will 
then  return  to  Washiiiffton  and  report  yourself  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Paymaster  Henry  Etting, 

Washington,  IK  C. 


Confidential  initmotioni  from  the  Secretary  of  iho  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk, 
in  view  of  existing  conditions  at  that  station. 

Confidential,  j  Navy'  Department,  April  10,  1861. 

Sir:  In  view  of  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  country,  and  of  events 
tliat  have  already  transpired,  it  becomes  necessary  that  great  vigilance 
should  be  exercised  in  guarding  and  protecting  the  public  interests 
and  property  committed  to  your  charge.  It  is  therefore  deeined  impor- 
tant that  the  steamer  Mei-rinuivh  should  be  in  condition  to  proceed  to 
I'hiladelphia  or  to  any  other  yard,  should  it  be  deemed  necessary,  or,  in 
case  of  danger  from  unlawful  attempts  to  take  possession  of  her,  that 
she  may  be  placed  beyond  their  reach. 

Indeed,  it  is  desirable  that  all  the  shipping  and  stores  should  be 
attended  to,  and  should  you  think  an  additional  force  necessary,  or 
that  other  precautions  are  recjuired.  you  will  inl^u^dii^tely  apprise  the 
Department,  In  the  meantime  exercise  your  own  judgment  in  discharg- 
ing the  responsibility  that  devolves  on  you. 

It  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  no  ste])8  taken  to  give  needless 
alarm,  but  it  may  be  best  to  order  most  of  the  shipping  to  sea  or  [to] 
other  stations. 

Please  keep  the  Department  advised  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  and 
of  any  cause  for  ap prehension,  should  any  exist. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gldeon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nary. 

Captain  0.  8.  MoCaulet, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Beoretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  U.  8.  ship 

Flymoath. 

Navy  Department,  April  il,  1861. 
Sir:  Be  pleased  to  have  the  Plymouth  prepared  immediately  to  be 
taken  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  where  she  will  be  fitted  up  with  special  referenoe 
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to  the  accoMimodation  of  the  acting  midsliipinen,  who  will  embark  on 
the  usual  summer  cruiso. 

I  am,  reaped  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commodore  Charles  S.  McCaulky^ 

Commandant  Kary  iard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Havy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Korfolk,  regarding  U.  S.  8. 

Kenimack. 

Navy  Depajitment,  April  11,  isei. 
Sib :  Be  pleased  to  have  the  Merrimail:  pre])ared  in  as  short  a  time 
as  possible  for  temporary  service.  The  commandant  at  New  York  has 
been  directed  to  transfer  to  the  receiving  ship  at  Norfolk,  without 
delay,  200  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  landsmen,  firemen,  and  coal 
heavers,  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  a  crew  for  the  Merrimack.  The 
Department  desires  you  to  inform  it  when  it  is  probable  the  vessel  will 
be  ready. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commodore  Charles  8.  McCauley, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Older  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Havy  to  oommandaot  navy  yard.  New  York,  regarding  tzanito 
to  Norfolk  navy  yard  of  detachment  of  men. 

Navy  Department,  April  11, 1861. 
SiB:  You  will  be  pleased  to  transfer  to  the  receiving  ship  at  Norfolk, 
without  delay,  180  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  landsmen  in  the 
usual  proportions,  and  -0  firemen  and  coal  heiivers;  200  altogether.  It 
the  requisite  number  are  not  on  hand  let  them  be  enlisted  as  soon  as 
poBuible. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commodore  S.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Havy  to  Commander  Aldan,  H.  8.  Navy,  to  aaeome  command  of  the 

IT.  8.  8.  Kerrimack. 

Confidential.)  Navy  Department,  April  11,  lft6l. 

Sir:  You  are  directed  to  report  to  Commoilore  McCauley  to  take 
charge  of  the  steam  fri;;ate  Merrimack  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Philadelphia  station  for  the  necessarj'  repairs. 
Very  respect  fuDy,  etc., 

Gibbon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commander  Jambs  Alden,  V.  S.  Navy, 

Wa^him/ton,  D.  0. 

[  Hemoruidiun.] 

The  enclosed  orders  .are  for  Engineers  fRobertJ  Danby  and  fC.  W.| 
Jordan,  at  Norfolk,  who  are  directed  to  report  Ui  Commodore  McCauley 
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to  accompany  yon,  as  also  EiijnnM'rs  Newton  and  (Mcirpan  H.]  EugliHh, 
who  liave  been  ordered  from  this  place.  Other  assistance  bas  been 
ordered  from  Norfolk. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Hoifolk,  regarding  the  removal 
of  TT,  B.  S.  Menimack  to  Philadelphia  navy  yard. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Dkpartmknt,  April  JU,  18H1. 

Sir:  The  ])epiirttii('nt  desires  to  have  the  Mirrimaek  removed  from 
the  Norfolk  tu  the  l'liilad*»li)hia  navy  yard  witli  the  utmost  dispatch. 
The  Eugineer  in  Cliii't',  B.  I".  Islu-rwotKl,  has  been  ordtTed  to  rejKjrt  to 
you  for  the  purpose  of  expi'<litiiig  tUo  duty,  and  you  will  have  his  sug- 
gestions for  that  end  carried  proniiitly  into  efiVit. 

I  am,  sir,  re8i>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Conuaodore  Chaules  S.  MoCaulev, 

Commundant  Nnri/  Yard,  I'ortsmouth  [Norfolk]^  Va. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Ilavy  to  Engineer  in  Chief  laherwood,  XT.  8.  Kavy. 

Nava'  Department,  April  JS,  1861. 
Sir  :  Prncecd  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  rejKjrt  to  Commodore  McCauley 
for  sndi  duty  a.s  he  may  direct.     I'lion  its  completion  you  will  return 
to  Washinfrton  aud  resume  your  duties. 

I  am,  respecfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GroEON  Welles. 
Engineer  in  Chief  B.  E.  IsuERWoon, 

Washington,  D,  iJ, 


Beport  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  rt>gardmg  transfer  of  a  draft  of  men  to 

Norfolk. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  15,  ISGI. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  Department's  order  of  the  11th 

instant,  ou  Saturday  last,  to  transfer  without  delay  to  the  Norfolk  sta- 

ticui  2(HI  .seamen,  ordinary  .•^eameu,  laiidsuu'ii,  lirenien,  and  coal  heavers. 

ImnuMliately  ou  its  receipt  directioiis  were  yiven  to  the  recruitiug 

otlieer  to  enlist  with  all  di8i)atcli  the  nutnbt'r  of  men  re<)uired  to  maktt 

up  the  draft.     By  tlie  morning  repoit  from  tlie  receiving  ship  this  day 

it  a))pears  tlierr  are  but  17  seauieu,  14 <u(linary  .seamen,  aud  ^landsmen. 

By  the  weekly  report  from  the  reudezvous,  forwarded  by  this  mail, 

it  appears  that  a  number  of  seamen  aud  ordinary  seamen  have  been 

enlisted,  but  who  have  not  >  et  a]>peared  on  board  the  receiving  ship. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sam  r EL  B. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


B REESE, 

Commandant, 


0PEEATI0N8  ON   THE    ATLANTIC   COAST. 
Saport  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Horfolk,  regarding  U.  8.  8.  Kerrimaflt. 

Commandant's  Office.  Navy  Yard, 

Goxport  \Xor/olk],  April  JO,  ISCI. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  houoi-  to  inform  tlie  Depart  iiifiit  that  tlie  attain  frigate 
Merrimack  may  wow  be  taki'ii  mu\  used  for  ti-mporary  nervice  as  W)oa 
as  tbti  iieeessary  Wjiiiiiments  can  Ijo  piituu  board.  All  that  is  reiniired 
to  betbitie  to  the  Imll  tor  temporary  service  will  probably  be  completed 
by  to-miirrow  eveiiiug. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedieut  servant, 

C.  S.  McOaulby, 

Commandant. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hiagton,  D.  0. 


Confidential  initrootioni  from  the  Beoretaty  of  the  Kavy  to  oommandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk, 

in  view  of  pnblio  ezigencios. 

roiifldcntial.]  Navv  Depaktment,  A^tril  IC,  1861. 

Sir:  The  events  which  have  transpired  since  my  confldontial  com- 
municatiou  to  you  of  the  10th  instant  imiK)so  additional  vijjilanco  and 
care  iu  prote<tiug  the  jmbli*'  iirojurty  under  your  charge,  and  placing 
the  vessels  and  stores,  if  necessary,  Ijcyond  Jeopard}'. 

deferring  to  my  letter  of  the  lOth,  you  will  continue  to  carry  out  the 
iustructious  therein  contained.  The  Engineer  in  Chief,  IJ.  F.  Isherwoo<i, 
who  was  dispatched  to  Norfolk  to  aid  in  putting  the  Merrimatk  in  con- 
dition to  be  moved,  rcj>orts  that  she  will  be  able  to  take  her  dejiaiture 
<in  Thursday.  It  may  not  be  necessary,  however,  that  she  should  leave 
at  that  tinu',  unless  tliere  is  immediate  danger  pending.  IJnt  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  getting  her  armament  on  board,  and  you  will  also 
place  the  more  valuable  public  property,  ordnance,  stores,  etc.,  on  sliip- 
board,  so  that  they  can  at  any  moment  be  moved  beyond  the  reach  of 
seizure.  With  <li)igence  on  your  part,  it  is  nut  anticipated  that  any 
sudden  demonstration  can  be  made  which  wilt  emianger  either  the  ves- 
sel or  stores.  The  I'hjmuuth  and  Dolphin  should,  however,  be  placed 
beyond  danger  of  imnieiliate  assault  at  once,  if  possible.  The  Grrmnn- 
totrn  c an  receive  on  board  stores  ami  ordnaiue  from  the  yard,  and  be 
towed  out  by  the  Meirimaek  if  an  assault  is  thieatened.  Men  have 
been  ordered  from  Now  York  to  man  and  assist  in  moving  the  vessels, 
but  recent  demands  have  left  an  insullicient  nundier  to  meet  the  requi- 
sition. iMider  lhe.se  circumstances,  should  it  be<(»nie  necessary.  Com- 
modore l*einlergrast  will  assist  you  with  men  lioni  the  VHinbirland. 
\wi  will  ])1ease  to  submit  this  letter  and  my  conlidential  communica- 
tion of  the  Ktth  to  Commodore  Pcndergrast,  who  will  assist  an<l  cooper- 
ate with  you  in  carrying  the  views  of  the  Dt^iiartment  into  effect.  As 
it  is  dilHcult  at  this  distance  to  give  instructions  in  detail,  the  Depart- 
ment has  thought  proi^er  to  dispatch  Commodore  I'aulding  to  Norfolk, 
who  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  comnninication,  and  explain  to  yourself 
and  Commodore  Peudergrast  the  views  and  puri>o.ses  of  the  Depart- 
ment. You  will  be  pleased  to  advise  with  him  freely  and  fully  as  to 
your  duties  and  the  interests  of  the  Government  in  the  ])reseut  threat- 
ening emergency.    The  vessels  and  stores  uiidci'  your  charge  you  will 
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defend  at  any  hazard,  repelling  by  force,  if  necessary,  any  and  all 
atteujpts  to  seize  tliem,  wbetLer  by  mob  violence,  organized  effort,  or 
any  assumed  authority. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  C.  S.  MoCaitley, 

Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Beeretar;  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Fender^rait,  XT.  B.  Ravy,  oammandiiv  Home 
Squadron,  to  cooperate  for  the  protection  of  public  interests  at  HorfoUc  navy  yard. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Depaetment,  April  16, 1861. 

Sir:  a  state  of  things  has  arisen  which  renders  the  immediate 
departure  of  the  Cumbtrland  as  originally  intended  inexpedient.  Events 
of  recent  t)ct;uiTeiice,  and  the  threatening  attitude  of  affairs  in  some 
parts  of  our  country,  call  for  the  exercise  nf  great  vigilance  and  energy 
at  Norfolk.  (Jonfldential  communications  have  been  heretofore  made 
to  Commodore  McCauley  on  these  subjects,  which  he  will  submit  to 
you ;  and  Commodore  Paulding,  who  brings  this  letter  to  you,  will  ver- 
bally and  more  in  detail  explain  the  views  of  the  Departnieut.  Please 
to  advise  freely  ami  fully  with  both  these  gentlemen,  and  cooperate 
with  them  in  defending  the  vessels  and  public  property  at  (he  navy 
yard.  As  there  is  an  insuHicieucy  of  men  in  the  service  at  that  station 
for  moving  the  vessels,  it  may  become  necessary  to  render  assistance 
from  the  force  under  your  command. 

Until  fiu'ther  orders,  the  departure  of  the  Cvmherland  to  Vera  Cruz 
will  be  deferred.  In  the  meantime  you  will  lend  your  sissistance,  and 
that  of  your  crunmand,  toward  itutting  the  vessels  now  in  the  yard  in 
condition  to  be  moved,  [ilacing  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  on 
board  for  moving,  and  in  case  of  invasion,  insurrection,  or  violence  of 
any  kind  to  suppress  it,  reitclling  as-sault  by  ftirce  if  necessary.  The 
CumhcrhtHi}  can  render  effective  service,  and  it  is  deemed  fortunate 
that  the  Government  is  enabled  to  avail  it.self  of  your  service  and  that 
of  your  command  at  this  juncture  at  Norfolk. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 

Commodore  G .  J,  Pendehoeast, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Cumberland,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Beeretary  of  the  Havy  to  Commodore  Paulding,  V.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  ipeoial  duty. 

Navy  Dei'autmknt,  April  16, 1861. 
SiK:  Procee<l  to  iSTorfolk,  Va.,  without  delay,  on  special  duty. 
Upon  the  completion  of  this  duty  you  will  return  to  Washing^ton 
City  and  resume  your  regular  duties. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commodore  H.  Paulding,  U,  S.  Navy, 

'Washington,  D.  C. 


S.  Ship  Cttmberland, 
Off  Nor  folic,  April  17,  1861. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  last  night  about.  11  o'clock 
a  steam  tug  passed  down  tiie  harbor,  having  in  tow  what  appeared  to 
be  two  light-boats.     Previous  reports  led  nie  to  apprehend  that  they 
were  intended  to  be  sunk  for  the  purpose  of  blocking  up  the  channel. 

I  therefore  dispatched  a  boat,  under  charge  of  Sailniaker  [David] 
Bniee,  to  go  down  tlie  harbor  and  ascertain  their  intent.     At  half  past 

II  o'clock  1  sent  another  boat,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Selfridge,  with 
orders  to  go  down  as  far  as  the  narrowest  part  of  the  channel.  This 
boat  I  thought  it  prudent  to  arm.  Lieut«nant  Selfridge  was  directed 
to  use  great  discretion  and  not  to  interfere  with  the  tugs  unle.s8  they 
attenii)ted  to  sink  the  liglit-boats,  but  if  they  did  so,  to  prevent  them 
if  possible.  Some  time  after  12  o'clock  another  tug,  having  in  tow 
another  light-boat,  jtassed  down  the  harbor. 

About  1  o'clock  the  boat  under  charge  of  Mr.  Bruce  returned  and 
reported  that  he  had  been  far  down  the  liarbor,  but  had  not  seen  any- 
thing of  either  of  the  tugs  nor  of  Lieutenant  Selfridge.  At  half  past  2 
o'clock  Lieutenant  Selfridge  returneil  and  informed  nie  that  ho  hatl 
been  2  miles  below  Craney  Island  light,  but  had  not  seen  the  tug  which 
had  the  two  light-boats  in  tow;  but  that  the  other  tug  passed  him  2 
miles  below  Craney  Island  going  very  fast.  The  night  was  very  dark, 
blowing  fresh,  with  rain. 

Early  this  morning  two  tugs,  one  in  tow  of  the  other,  passed  up  th« 
harbor,  and  since  then  another  tug  has  gone  down. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  report  these  circumstances  to  yon,  not 
knowing  what  has  l)fen  done  with  the  Itght-bnats;  but  appearances 
are  certainly  suspicious,  though  possibly  there  may  be  no  real  cause  for 
my  apprehensions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

John  Mabston, 

Captain. 
Flag-Officer  G.  J.  Pendebgrast, 

Commander  in  Chief  Home  Squadron,  Norfolk. 


Ordsr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  oommandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  U.  8.  ihip 

Plymouth. 

Navy  Department,  April  17, 1861. 
SiE:  Should  it  be  deemed  advisable,  it  will  be  well  to  send  the  Plym- 
outh to  Annapolis  at  the  earliest  practicable  i)eriod.    Captain  Blake 
thinks  it  projjer  to  have  her  there  for  defense.     Her  complement  con- 


sists of  about  \M  officers  and  men 
this  timet    Please  use  your  discretion 
Commmlore  I'aulding  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  respectftilly,  etc.. 


Can  that  number  be  spared  at 
in  the  matter,  and  confer  with 


Commodore  0.  8. 


McCAtTLEY, 

Norfolk,  Va. 


(riDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Baport  of  oommandimt  navy  jrard.  New  York,  regarding  preparation  for  transfer  to  Horfblk 

navy  yard  of »  draft  of  men. 

Navy  Yard.  Nkw  York,  April  17,  ifHti. 
StR:  Tlie  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  ami  landsmen  onlered  on  the 
lltL  instant  t<i  be  sent  to  Norfolk  will  probably  be  sliipped  aud  ready 
for  transfer  to  tliat  plaec  in  three  or  four  days.  I  apprise  the  Depart- 
ment of  thiM  so  that  if  there  be  any  change  iu  its  intention  with  respect 
to  tliem  I  may  be  timely  intormed. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respcttfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Samttkl  L.  Bkeesk, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  GujEON  Welles, 

Hecretary  of  the  Navif. 


Order  *  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  Lieutenant  Sonckesdorfl,  V.  8.  Navy,  oommanding 

U.  8.  8.  Water  Witch. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  April  17, 1861. 

SiTt :  Sail  itniiietliately  for  Norfolk  and  report  to  Commodore  McCauley 
for  further  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nary. 
Lieatenant  Coniiuantling  W.  Ronckendokff, 

V.  S.  S.  Water  Witch,  Philadelphia. 


Order  tnm  the  Beoretaiy  of  the  Kavy  to  Lieutenant  Bonekendorff,  V.  B.  Havy,  commanding 
U.  S.  8.  Water  Witch,  to  take  a  pilot. 

Confidential.!  Navy  Depautment,  April  18, 1861. 

Sir:  The  l><>partnieiit  learns  from  Norfolk  that  the  buoys  have  be«n 
removed,     A  pilot  will  be  necessary. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  Ronckkndorff, 

Water  Witch,  Philadelphia. 


Beport  of  Engineer  in  Chief  Isherwood,  D.  B.  Navy,  regarding  the  preparation  of  V.  B.  8. 

Merrimack. 

Office  Engineer  in  Chief,  U.  S.  Navy, 

April  Ifi,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  April  12,1  proceeded  to  Ports- 
mouth, Va.,  arrivin;.;  on  the  Sunday  morriin}i  following.  I  immediately 
soufjbt  the  chief  engineer  of  the  navy  yard  (Mr.  Robert  Dauby)  and 
with  him  called  on  Cotnintidoie  McCaiiley,  to  whom  1  jireseuted  my 
orders  and  the  letter  of  iiistructiuns  to  him  from  the  Department  in 
relation  to  prejiaring  the  steaut  frigate  Mcirimiick  at  ouei;  for  sea  and 
di.spatehiug  her  to  the  Philadclpliia  navy  yard.      He  directed  me  to 

*  Th«  ITafer  Witch  bad  ealleil  for  Kurt  Pickens  beforu  receipt  of  tlie  above  order.— 

COMPILGBS. 
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take  wliatever  measures  I  <leenie(l  i)roi»er  for  oxiJoditinf;  the  work.  Ou 
leaviiitf  liim  I  winit  on  Ixmnl  the  Miirimiick  and  inade  ;i  curcfiil  {'xain- 
iiiatioii  oC  the  machinery.  The  engines  were  in  a  wretched  state.  All 
the  braces  were  out  oftiie  boilers,  bavin;;  l)een  removed  with  a  view  to 
the  substitntitiii  of  oiliei'  and  hu-ger  ones,  and  tlie  entire  niaehinery  was 
in  a  (lisabled  eondition.  After  this  survey  was  eoini>leted  and  the 
nnionnt  of  wurk  ascertained  tliat  was  leqiiired  to  be  done  (which  waa 
coiisi(b'iable)  to  ]nit  the  iimcitinerj'  in  a  state  to  steam  to  IMiihidelphia, 
tiie  finenien  of  (be  lioitei-  milkers  and  of  the  machinists  weie  directed 
to  employ  in  the  course  of  the  day  as  many  men  as  coidd  work  iiimmi  it, 
and  to  commence  on  Monday  uiornin',',  wliich  was  done;  and  (be  work 
ooiitinue<l  to  be  steadily  nr;;ed  day  and  ni;;ht  witliout  an  hour's  inter- 
mission until  \\'ednesday  afternoon,  when  everything  was  ready.  The 
coal  and  en;»iiieer  stores  bad  been  taken  on  board  during;  this  time,  and 
forty-four  tiremen  and  coal  heavers  engaged  for  the  trij).  On  Wednes- 
day afternoon  at  t  o'clock  I  called,  in  company  with  Chief  Engineer 
Danby,  on  Commodore  McCanley,  rejwrted  the  machinery  ready  for 
steam,  informed  him  that  forty  four  firemen  and  «'oal  heavers  had  been 
engaged  and  were  ready  to  go  on  board,  and  asked  him  if  I  should  flre 
up  at  once.  IJe  re[)lied  not  that  afternoon,  adding  that  if  I  had  sleam 
on  the  next  morning  it  would  be  time  enough.  Accordingly,  a  regular 
enginero(mi  watch  was  kept  during  the  night  and  the  lires  were  started 
at  daybreak.  About  9  a.  m.  1  called  ou  tlie  commodore  and  reported 
the  etigineerdei>art  merit  ready  for  lea\ing;  that  Chief  Engineer  Danby, 
the  a.ssistant  engineers,  the  tiremen,  and  the  «'oal  heavers  were  all  on 
board,  with  steam  up  atid  the  engines  working  at  the  wharf.  The  only 
thing  wanting  was  his  order  tii  cast  loose  and  go.  Fie  then,  to  my 
great  surprise  and  dissatisfactiem,  informed  me  that  he  ha<l  not  yet 
decided  to  send  the  vessel,  but  would  let  me  know  further  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours.  I  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  instructions 
of  the  Dei)artraent  were  perem|)tory  to  send  her,  and  expressed  the 
opiiiiou  she  would  pass  any  obstrncticuis  tiie  enemy  could  have  placed 
iu  the  channel  without  feeling  them,  adding  that  if  he  delayed  a  few 
hours  the  vcs.sel  would  have  to  remain  another  day,  and  that  during 
the  night  the  obstructions  wouhl  doubtless  be  increased.  To  this  he 
rejdied,  as  before,  that  lie  wmihl  determine  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
On  leaving  him  I  n'((uested  Commander  Ableu  to  goon  boanl  with  me; 
and  pointing  out  to  him  the  engineers,  tiremen,  and  coal  heavers  assem- 
bled in  the  engine  room,  steam  being  up  and  the  engines  working  at 
the  wharf,  I  told  him  that  so  far  as  the  engineer  dei)artnient  was  con- 
cerned the  vessel  was  ready  to  go,  and  that  my  part  was  done.  About 
2  p.  m.  I  again  called  on  the  comnuxlore,  when  he  informe<l  me  that  he 
had  decided  to  retain  the  vessel,  and  directed  me  to  draw  the  fires.  I 
onee  more  asked  his  attention  to  the  peremjitory  nature  <»f  the  orders 
of  the  Department,  and  expressed  my  conviction  that  the  vessel  conld 
then  be  taken  out  with  perfect  safety,  volunteering  earnestly  my  advice 
that  the  attt^mpt  shoidd  be  immediately  made  and  with  the  slooj*  of 
war  Ocrnidntoirn  in  tow.  He  rei>lieil  by  reitei-ating  his  previous  decla- 
ration that  he  should  retain  the  vessel.  Nothing  then  remained  for  me 
to  do  but  to  request  him  to  put  his  cndor.sement  on  my  orders,  which 
be  did,  and  to  return  to  Washington  and  report  the  facts. 

With  the  highest  res|>ect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.    F.    ISHKRWOOD, 

Engineer  in  Chief, 
Hon.  Gideon  Weli.es. 

SecreUiri/  of  the  Xary, 


Order  of  the  Seoretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Paulding,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Norfolk 
and  asimne  oommand  of  the  naval  fortie  afloat  and  protect  property  of  the  United  Statea. 

Navy  Department,  April  IS,  1861. 
Sib:  You  are  directe<l  to  jiroceed  forthwith  to  Norfolk  and  take  com- 
mand of  all  the  naval  t<»rc'<'s  there  atloat. 

With  the  means  iilaced  at  junr  conunand,  you  will  do  all  in  your 
power  to  protect  and  jjlaee  beyond  danger  the  vessels  and  property 
belonging  to  the  Tnited  .States.  On  no  aecount  slioiiltl  the  arms  and 
nuiiiitions  be  ])erinitted  to  fall  into  tlie  hands  of  insuixeetionists,  or 
those  who  would  wrest  them  from  the  custody  of  the  (loverument; 
and  should  it  finally  become  necessary,  you  will,  in  order  to  prevent 
that  result,  destroy  the  property. 

In  carrying  into  eflect  these  orders,  you  are  invested  with  full 
powers  to  command  the  services  of  the  entire  naval  force,  and  you 
will,  if  necessary,  rej>el  force  by  force  in  carrying  out  these  instruc- 
tions. It  is  understood  (hat  the  War  Department  will  detail  Colonel 
Hichard  Itelatield,  or  some  other  conipeleiit  ofticer  with  a  command,  to 
aid  and  assist  in  protecting  and  guarding  the  yard  and  property  at 
Gosport  and  vicinity,  and  you  will  cooi>erate  with  that  oilicer  in  this 
object. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Kavy. 
Commodore  Hiram  Paulding, 

WajihiiKjton,  I>.  G. 


Older  of  the  Secretary   of  the  Navy   to  Lieutenant  WoodhtiU,   V.  8.  Navy,   to  proeead  to 

Philadelphia  for  duty. 

Navy  Department,  April  IS,  1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  without  an  hour's  delay  to  Philadelphia  and  report  to 
the  commanding  otlicer  of  the  navy  yard  in  that  city,  who  will  furnish 
you  the  means  of  carrying  out  your  private  iustructious.* 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  M.  Woodhull,  U.  S.  Navy. 


(Telegram.  J 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  April  18, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  please  give  every  facility  of  men  and  arms  to  Lieuten- 
ant M.  Wo<»dhull  in  order  U^  carry  out  his  instructions  from  the  Navy 
Department,  which  he  will  verbally  make  known  ti>  you. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  S.  F.  Dt:  Pont, 

CommumUng  Xavy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 

'For  explanation  see  Du  Ponfa  report  of  April  19,  1861,  following. 
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[Telegrsm.] 

"Confidential. J  Navy  Dkpautment,  Ajiril  18, 1801. 

Seud  iill  the  availahlti  recruits  and  ordinary  men  of  the  yard,  to  250, 
to  Norfolk  immediately,  by  chartered  boat  if  necessary. 


Captain  SAlMTJEL  L.  Bukesb, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York, 


GiuEON  Welles, 

Se-cret^ry  Nary. 


ITsleKnun.) 

"Oonttdential.]  Na\-t  Dei'Autment,  April  18,  18(11. 

Silt:  You  will  draft  titty  revruita,  in  charge  of  two  officers,  for  the 
receiving  ship  PennKt/lminin.  at  Norfolk,  to  be  sent  by  this  evening's 
boat. 

fiiDEON  Welles, 

SccrcUtry  Navy. 
Commander  W.  W.  Hltjter, 

Commanding  Receiving  Ship  [Alkghany],  Baltimore,  Md. 


Seport  of  Commander  Houter,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanduig  U.  S.  receiving  ship  Alleghany,  Balti- 
more, regaling  tranifer  of  recmita. 

U.  S.  Suit*  Alleghajjy, 

Baltimore,  April  18,  IStll. 
I  respectfully  acknowledge,  the  recei[it  of  your  ti-legraphic  order  of 
this  day,  directing  me  to  seud  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Pennttyloania,  at  Nor- 
folk, fifty  recruits. 

In  obedience  thereto  tliey  will  be  dispatched  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  which  will  Ite  by  the  Norfolk  steamer  of  to-morrow,  the  recef)- 
tion  of  your  order  not  haviug  allowed  time  to  have  their  accounts  for 
the  steamer  of  this  day. 

1  am,  very  resi>ectfally, 

Wm.  W.  IIuntee, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlte  Navy. 


S«parC  of  oommandant  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  ref;arding  tranifer  to  Norfolk  of  dstaehmant 

of  officers  and  men. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yaed, 

PhiUiddphia,  April  19,  1861. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  an  order  from  Comuioilore  Paulding  deliv- 
ere<i  to  me  this  morning  by  Lieutenant  VA'oudiinll,  and  followed  by  fur- 
ther verbal  directions  and  exphiuatioiis  by  the  latter,  I  have  chartered 
the  steamer  Keystone  State,  which  will  be  ready  to  leave  this  yard 
to-night  for  Norfolk. 

She  takes  with  her  a  guard  of  over  fifty  marines,  a  botly  of  fifty  sea- 
men, ordinary  seamen,  and  landsmen,  four  12-poander  howitzers — twr 
light  and  two  heavy — with  ammunition,  etc. 
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I  have  also  phu-ed  two  weeks' provisions  on  board  of  Ler;  she  Las 
also  seven  days'  coal.  They  will  report  to  Fhijr  Ollicer  Pt-udergrast. 
The  officers  of  the  ex])editi(>n  are:  Lieutenant  Ootiiuianding  Maxwell 
Woodhnll,  Lieutenant  S.  l>.  Trenchant,  Lieutenant  \V.  T.  Truxtun, 
Lieutenant  |Jame8J  Lewis,*  Lieutenant  [Philip  R.]  Fendall,*  Passed 
Assistant  Surgeon  A.  Schriver. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a.  F.  Drr  Pont, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  G.  Wklleh, 

Secretary  of  t\ui  Navy. 


[Tel«i;riuii.] 

Navy  Department,  April  19,  Jftni. 

Furnish  the  recruits  that  are  sent  to  Norfolk  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition.   Let  them  be  well  innifd. 

G.  W[elles], 


Commodore  SAMUEL  L.  Bbekse, 

Commandiiuj  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 


Secretary 


Order  of  tlta  Beoretnry  of  the  Kavy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  regarding 
comi>uitible  materiala  t  for  traniportation  to  Norfolk. 

Coutideutial.]  Navy  Depahtment,  April  19,  ISO'l. 

SiE:  You  will  direct  Commander  Dahlgreu  to  place  on  board  of  the 
TJ.  S.  S.  Anacontia  »iu:h  niateriii!  as  you  liave  at  band,  luchHling  pow- 
der, a  galvanic  buttery,  etc.,  a.s  will  enable  the  commander  of  the  Nor- 
folk yard  to  prevent  publi<'  property  lalliug  into  the  hands  of  lawless 
persons. 

1  am,  sir,  re8i)cctful!y,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  F.  Buchanan, 

Navy  Yard,  Washiuffton,  D.  G. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Sahlgren,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  U.  8.  8. 

Auaoostia. 

Coufideutial.]  Navy  Department,  April  19, 1S61. 

8lB :  It  may  be  neeeasary  to  bh)w  up  or  destroy  public  property  now 
located  at  N'lululk,  Va.  The  Department  therefore  wishes  you  to  coll- 
ier iiniiiedialely  with  Captain  liucliauan,  who  has  been  ordered  on  this 
subject .  and  get  the  steamer  Aunrontia  oiX  as  soon  as  possible  from  the 
yard  witli  the  iie(!essai-.\  material. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretury  Navy. 
Commander  ,1.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Navy  Yard,  Washington. 

•  U.  8.  Mnrin«  Corpa. 

t  Tliu  Anamiitia  did  uut  go  tu  Norfolk.    Tbeeo  luateriaU  were  placed  ou  l>oard  the 
I'avmec. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Colonel  Commandant  Marine  Oorpi  to  detail  marines  for 

the  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

Confldontial.]  Xavy  1)ei»a«tmknt,  April  19,  18G1. 

8iB:  You  will  tlotail  for  iinnieiliate  servico,  to  bo  placed  on  tbe 
steamer  rauntr,  1(M»  marines,  with  tlio  snitable  oflicers.  She  is  to  be 
di8j)iitclie<l  witlioiit  delay. 

I  am,  .sir,  respectfully,  et«,, 

GiUBON  Welles, 

Secretary  Xavy. 
Colonel  J.  Harris, 

U.  S.  Marine  Corps. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Bowan,  V.  8.  Kavy,  commanding  V.  8,  B, 
Pawnee,  fur  the  departure  of  that  vestel. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  April  19, 1861. 

Siu:  The  Department  desires  that  the  steamer  rainier,  ujider  your 
cmuiiKirul,  he  prcpure*!  to  sail  wifhrmt  deliiy,  and  that  all  the  oflieera , 
attached  to  her  he  in  iiiiinediate  retidiiiess. 
Commodore  Paulding  will  Join  you  with  fidl  tustrnctions. 
1  am,  sir,  re.si)ectfully,  etc.. 

GiDEOX  Wklles, 

/Secretary  Xavy. 
CommaQder  Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Comniantlinff  Po/tcnee. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Bowan,  TJ,  8.  Navy,  oommonding  IT.  B.  8. 
Pawnee,  for  the  tranaportation  of  Army  officer, 

Confidential,  j  Navy  Department,  ,l;>n7  ;y,  i^fij. 

Sir:  Captain  H.  G.  Wright,  IT.  S.  Army,  has  been  ordered  to  Nor- 
folk by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  si>ecial  service.     You  will  be  jdeaseii 
to  receive  him  on  boanl  the  Pturntr  and  oiler  him  a  paa.sage  to  that 
placo,  extending  to  him  such  accommodations  as  may  be  in  your  power. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Se<rrtrtry  Naey. 
Commander  Stephen  C.  Eowan, 

Commanding  Steamer  I'awnce. 


Beport  of  Commander  Hnnter,  V.  8.  Navy,  oommandir.g  V.  8.  ship  Alleghany,  of  the  refual  of 
the  Baltimore  Steam  Packet  Company  to  carry  roeroite  to  Norfolk. 

U.  S.  Ship  ALLEfniANV, 

Baltimore,  April  I'.i,  ISdl. 
Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  yesterday  that  the  draft  of 
men  (recruits)  which  you  ordered  yesterday  to  be  sent  to  the  t*.  S.  ship 
Pennsylvania  would  be  .sent  thither  this  day  by  the  Norfolk  steamer. 
I  have  now  to  report  to  you  th:it  the  j>resident  of  the  steamboat  com- 
pany will  not  allow  them  to  be  dispatched  by  their  steamers.    The  mf 
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allnded  to  are  in  reivdiness  t4)  be  ilispatcbed  by  the  earlieat  means  of 
tranHportotion  autborized  by  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Beport  of  oonuaandant  navy  yard,  Hgw  York,  ragarding  ihipmBnt  of  isoniiti. 

Naa^y  Yaed,  New  York,  April  19,  ISUl. 
Sir:  I  bave  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  draft 
ordered  to  Norfolk  will  leave  to-morrow,  jirobably  in  the  regular  Nor- 
folk steamer  at  3  ji.  in.  There  are  at  this  moment  but  173  recruits  on 
board  the  reeeiviiitr  ship,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  by  the 
morning  the  number  will  be  increased  50  or  more.  There  are  no  ordi- 
nary men  in  the  yard  with  whii-h  to  make  up  any  deficiency.  The 
PocahoiiUtH  arrived  this  morning  short  of  foal  and  ajibbiwm.  She  will 
be  supplied  with  them,  so  as  to  leave  for  Washington  this  evening. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sajul.  L.  Beeesb, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Wnshinffton. 

P.  S. — Is  it  the  wish  of  the  Department  that  1  should  detain  the  sur- 
veying ste-amers  Coriritt  and  Hibbt 


(Telegnni.J 

New  York,  April  20  [ia61\. 
The  steamer  CkesapcakevriW  leave  at  3  p.  m.  Arrive  in  twenty -six  hoars. 
Same  owners  have  fast  and  commodiou.s  pro]>e]ler  (Ci/.v/er)  now  ready. 
They  find  coal  and  hands,  charge  .■*]  ,(KK»  jier  day ;  have  two  other  strong 
l)roi>elters  ready  at  a  m(mient,  TtiO  tons,  charge  $700  per  day.  Any 
rejily  to  me  lind  me  at  American  Telegraph  office,  Wall  street. 

Henry  Ettino. 
Commodore  Paulding, 

Navy  Department,  Washituiton, 


Baport  of  Commander  Hunter,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  ship  AHeghany,  traumitting 
refosal  of  Baltimare  Steam  Packet  Company  to  traniport  reoroita  to  Norfolk. 

U.  S.  Ship  Alleghany, 
Baliimnre,  April  20,  1661. 
I  had  the  honor  to  inform  yon  yesterday  by  letter  that  the  Baltimore 
Steam  Packet  C<»rajiaiiy  declined  to  transport  the  last  naval  recruits 
which  you  had  ordered  me  to  send  to  the  U.  S.  [ship]  Pennsylvania  at 
Norfolk. 
Herewith  is  the  written  refusal  of  the  company  allnded  to. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Comviander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tJie  Navy. 
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lEnclocon).] 

Offick  op  BALTrMORE  Stkam  Packet  Company, 

Foot  of  Concord  Street,  lialtimore,  April  J!>,  J{^6J. 

Deatj  Siu  :  III  reply  to  yimr  desire  to  send  United  States  naviil  reeniits 
to  Norfolk  ( his  day  by  tbe  iJaltiiuore  Steaiii  Packet  Oouijiaiiy  to  Norfolk, 
Va,,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  we  tlecliue  to  take  tliem. 

U,  N.  Falls, 

Prejiident. 
By  Klassen. 
Commander  W.  W,  Huntke,  U.  8.  Navy. 


Beport  of  commandant  n>vy  yard,  Ptuladelphia,  regarding  charter  of  ileamer  Keyitone  State. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Philadelphia,  April  20,  1861. 
SiE:  Referring  t«  my  letter  of  ye8t«rday,  r«si>e<'tiiig  the  steanisbij) 
Keyxtone  State,  I  now  enclose  the  origiual  of  the  charter  party,  having 
retained  ouc  copy  and  given  a  second  to  the  party  of  the  first  part. 

The  time  allowed  for  effecting  the  object  in  view  was  so  short  that  it 
is  jmssible  some  minor  matters  may  have  been  overlooked,  but  in  three 
hours  after  the  order  was  received,  so  far  as  the  yard  was  concerned, 
all  was  ready. 

The  steamer  sele<'ted,  which  is  the  fastest  one  out  of  this  port,  was 
at  the  time  in  the  hands  of  the  miu-.hini.sts,  but  by  extraordinary  exer- 
tion was  t<jwed  down  to  (be  yard  (the  work  on  the  nnu-hinery  going  on 
all  the  time)  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  stores,  howitzers,  ammnnition,  and 
men  put  on  board,  and  at  daylight  this  morning  she  left  for  sea. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gtoeok  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  O. 


Letter  from  A.  Buiit,  etq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  deetmetion  of  Horfalk 

navT  yard. 

BlTPPALO,  April  20,  1861. 
SlE:  If  the  fiovernment  are  not  sore  oflmlding  the  Gosportl  Nor  folk) 
navy  yard,  for  (lod'a  sake  mine  and  totally  destroy  the  dry  dock  there 
and  destroy  all  the  shiphiiildiit}^  materials  and  ap])aratU8. 
The  want  of  a  dock  will  seriously  damage  the  traitors. 

A.  BuisT. 
Seceetaby  Navy, 


B«port  of  Commander  Sahlgren,  O.  8,  H avy,  regarding  shipment  of  incendiary  mateiiali  fkxnn 

Kew  York  to  ITorfoIk. 

Obdnanoe  Office.  U.  S,  Navt  Yard, 

W'aahington,  April  20,  1801. 
8iR :  Conformably  to  your  orders  of  yesterday  (marked  conlidential^- 
I  conferred  with  Captain  Buchanan  and  then  proceeded  promptly 
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puton  board  tlie  Anacoxtia  such  iiiceudiary  material  as  wason  hand  or 
could  be  procured  uud  seeuicd  likely  to  answer  the  pur{»use  indicated 
in  your  order,  viz:  40  barrels  gunpowder,  11  tanks  turpentine,  6  brushes, 
12  barrels  cotton  waste,  181  portfires.' 

I  was  desirous  of  souie  conversation  with  the  commanding:  officer  of 
the  expedition,  in  order  to  suggest  the  intended  use  of  tlie.se  articles 
in  connection  with  what  might  be  on  board  ships  or  in  the  yard  at  Nor- 
folk, bnt  was  not  successful  in  meeting  him. 

1  believe  the  Avavostia\  tliil  not  sutler  any  detention  on  my  account, 
and  left  the  yard  about  5  ji.  ni. 
^^        I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
^^^  Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

^^V  Vommaniler,  in  charge  of  Ordnance  Department  in  Yard. 

K  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

'^^       Si 


Bsport  of  lata  oommandant  nayy  yard,  RorXolk.  of  eveatt  prsoedlnK  ths  dsstruction  and 
abandonmont  of  that  itacion. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  35, 1861. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  detail  to  the  Department  the  events  which  pre- 
ceded the  evacuation  and  tlestruction  <if  the  liovernuieut  pro|)erty  at  the 
Gosport  [Norfolk )  navy  yaid  on  tlie  night  of  Satui-day,  the  I'Oth  of  April. 
On  Thurstlay  night  Flag  Ollicer  I'einlergraat  learned  that  obstructions 
had  been  sent  down  to  be  i)lacedint!ie  river.  Uo  pronii)tlyhad  two  boats 
manned  andiirnied  to  i)re  vent  it,  bnt  owing  t,ot  lie  thicknessof  the  weather 
his  intentions  were  foiled.  On  Fi-iday,  the  l'.)th  instant,  1  understood 
that  Virginia  8tate  trooi)s  were  arriving  at  I'oitsmouth  and  Norfolk  in 
numbers  from  Richmond,  Petersburg,  ;ind  t!ie  neigh burhooil,  and  not 
having  the  means  at  my  disposal  to  get  the  Mtrrhinwh,  (lermtnilown,  and 
I'lj/moutli  to  a  i)la<:e  of  safety  I  deterniiiied  on  destroying  them,  being 
satisfied  that  with  the  small  force  under  my  coinnntud  the  yard  was  no 
longer  tenable.  I  did  not,  however,  carry  this  act  into  exe<:ution  until 
the  next  day.  before  which  I  discttvered  that  the  insurgents  were  throw- 
ing up  batteries  iuiiiiediately  in  front  of  the  yard,  when  1  sent  Lieuten- 
ant Selfridge,  of  the  Vumherland,  to  (ieneral  Taliaferro,  comumnding 
Virginia  troop.-;,  with  a  mes.s-age  tliat  if  they  ctnitinued  t<>  menace  nie  by 
placing  batteijes  opposite  the  yard  I  should  consider  it  an  act  of  war 
and  fire  upon  them.  Colonel  lletii,  the  aid  de-camp  of  the  general,  re- 
tnrtM'd  with  Lieutenant  Selfrirlge  and  assure<l  uie  that  the  general 
disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  snch  batteries.  I  then  commenced  scut- 
tling the  Girmnntoun,  Plymouth,  Dolphin,  and  MeiHvtach,  destroying 
engine  and  machinery  of  the  latter,  cutting  away  tlie  large  shears, 
spiking  all  the  gnus  in  the  yard  and  on  board  the  shi()S  in  ordinary, 
including  the  I'eniixi/lniniiij  and  destroying  such  arms  of  the  old  and 
obsolete  i)attein  as  ctmld  not  be  ]ilaeed  on  board  the  Cinnlxrlund  and 
throwing  them  overboard,  making  the  destruction  of  other  things,  with 
the  exception  of  the  jinblic  buildings,  as  complete  as  possible.  By  tUia 
time  it  was  cpiit-e  dark.  My  ollicers,  with  a  few  exceptions,  ha<l  all 
deserted  me;  even  the  watchmen  had  thrown  oil'  tlieir  allegiance  and 
had  taken  i»art  with  the  secessionists;  so  I  determined  on  retiring  to  the 
Cumberland  and  in  the  morning  act  as  ctrcnnistances  might  require. 

*  Tliesti  materinla  were  put  on  board  thu  PaWHOe. 
t  Orders  to  Atiaooitia  ohanged.    See  p.  il5. 
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"WitL  the  Cutnberliuid  I  cmiltl  liave  destroj-fd  Norfolk  nnd  PortSTOOutli, 
and  had  batteries  o]iem'd  upon  the  sliip  those  citit-s  would  have  been 
at  my  mercy.  Heforc  1  liad  eiirried  out  my  iiiteution  of  embarking  on 
board  the  Cumherhiiitl  Fl:i>;(ll'ficer  Paulding  arrived  in  the  Vutcnte. 
A»  he  had  special  instructions  from  the  I>ei)artiucnt,  wlitch  lie  substan- 
tially I'oniniunioati'd  to  nie,  and  to  whicli  1  gave  entire  assent,  I  took 
no  further  active  jiart  ia  (he  nnittcr  and  embarked  on  board  the  Cum- 
(nrlinul;  but  I  can  hear  testimony  to  the  gallant  manner  in  which  Flag- 
Otlicer  Paulding  and  his  brave  associates  executed  his  orders.  Toward 
iiioruing  Plag-Oliicor  Paulding  embarked  with  his  force,  and  the  Cum- 
hcrhiiiil  and  I'ainiiTy  the  former  assisted  by  the  sti'amer  Ytiiikri',  from 
New  York,  stood  down  the  river  unmolested.  The  C  timber  land  was 
detained  some  hours  by  the  obstrnctioos  placed  in  the  narrows  near 
Sewell's  I'oint,  Vmt  linally  overcame  them  and  anchored  in  namptou 
Koads  by  S  o'clock  p.  m.  Sunday.  In  making  this  my  report  to  the 
Department  it  gives  roe  great  jdeasure  to  report  the  gallant  and  meri- 
torious conduct  of  these  oflicers,  true  to  their  allegiance.  I  can  not 
speak  in  sulliciently  high  terms  of  FlagOflicer  Peudergrast  for  the 
many  valuable  suggestions  I  received  from  him.  To  Captain  Marston 
and  otTicers  of  tlie  ('iimbtrlnnil  I  feel  very  nuich  indebted.  Lieutenant 
ISelfridge  bore  a  message  to  the  citmimmding  general  under  great  iier- 
sonal  risk.  I  have  to  thank  ("oniniandc)'  Livingston,  Lieutenants 
Semmes,  Konahlson,  and  Irwin  for  gallant  and  etlicient  services,  and 
t<)  Lieutenant  Colonel  ICdelin,  of  the  marines,  my  thanks  are  particu- 
larly due. 

I  an»,  very  resivectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  MrCAULEY, 
Liite  Commandant  of  Navy  Yard,  Oosport  [Xorfolk], 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  fke  Navy. 


Bcport  of  CommodoTe  Panldinr,  TI.   B.  Navy,  eommanding  V.  B.  saval  force  in  waten  of 
Virginia,  regarouiig  the  destmctjon  of  the  NorfoUc  navy  yard. 

WASHiNGTt»N,  D.  C,  April  23, 1861. 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  inth  instant,  I  embarked  in 
the  steamer  Paicnfc,  and,  with  100  marines  sent  on  board  from  head- 
ijuarters,  arriveil  on  tlie  aftern<hon  of  the  following  tbiy  at  Fortjess 
Monroe.  Captain  11.  (L  Wright,  of  the  I'^ngineer  ("orps,  sent  under 
orders  from  Ceueral  Scott,  waited  upon  Colonel  Dimick,  and  obtained 
tlie  services  of  Colonel  Wardrop's  regiment  of  Massachusetts  volun- 
teers, and  at  S  j).  ni.  we  were  at  the  Gosjiort  [Norfolk]  navy  yard.  As 
soon  as  I  communicated  with  Flag-Oflicex  JFcCauley  I  ascertained  that 
all  the  officers  in  public  emi)loyment  here,  being  Southern  men,  had 
tendered  their  resignations  and  abandoned  their  duty.  The  workmen 
on  the  preceding  day  had  ab.sented  themselves  from  the  usual  muster, 
and  such  people  as  came  into  <he  yard  clandestinely  possessed  them- 
selves of  the  arms  belonging  to  the  tJovernment.  An  angry  feeling 
toward  tlie  <iovernment  was  known  to  exist  amongst  the  people  of 
Portsmouth  and  Norfolk.  Many  were  enrolled  in  military  coujpanies, 
and  a  force  of  some  two  or  three  thousand  men  were  said  to  be  asseui- 
ble<l  for  the  i)nriM)se  of  taking  the  navy  yard  when  their  prejiarations 
were  eoiu])leted.  The  powder  of  the  Covernment  had  been  taken  from 
the  magazine  near  Norfolk,  and  reiwrts  were  circulated  of  batteries 
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beiug  established  along  the  shore  aiiproiinhoH  to  the  navy  yard.  At 
two  different  poiuts  where  the  main  i^hanriel  is  narrow,  at  Craney  Island 
and  Sewell's  Point,  uiunerous  hulks  and  other  obstrnctions  were  sunk, 
three  of  the  light-boats  haviiigbeeu  used  for  that  purpose;  and  the  work 
was  still  going  on,  oaeh  day  rendering  the  difficulty  of  the  passage 
greater,  the  object  being  to  prevent  the  men-of-war  at  the  navy  yard 
from  leaving  the  port.  The  J/c/rmidcA, steamer  of  fifty  guns,  had  been 
fully  rei)aireil,  and,  with  the  exception  of  her  battery  and  stowage  of 
her  hold,  was  ready  to  put  to  sea  when  orders  were  given  a  few  days 
previous  to  take  her  under  the  shears  to  put  her  gnus  on  board.  The 
order  was  coiuitt-nnauded  upon  the  representation  of  certain  parties 
that  such  a  jiroceeding  would  certainly  bring  on  a  collision  with  the 
people  outside  of  the  yard,  and  nothing  further  was  done.  The  sloop 
of  war  Ginnanloirn  was  alongside  of  the  yard,  completely  equipped  for 
sea,  requiring  nothing  more  than  a  crew.  The  Ph/mouth,  sloop  also,  of 
twenty  guns,  was  in  a  similar  state  of  preparation,  and  a  few  hoars 
would  have  placed  the  Dolphin  in  a  condition  to  have  gone  to  sea. 
The  guns  in  the  yard  and  at  8t.  Helena  [Va.l,  with  the  exception  of 
about  l-'OO,  had  been  spiked,  as  well  as  all  on  board  the  ships,  except 
five  lieavy  guns  on  a  side  on  Itoard  the  I'ctinxylrania.  The  sheila 
of  these  were  drawn  alter  my  arrival  and  they  were  also  spiked.  The 
estimated  number  of  ordnance  of  all  calibers  at  this  place  is  about 
;i,(MMt,  and  of  these  some  3iilt  are  the  latest  ])attern  of  Dahlgren  guns, 
some  of  large  caliber.  They  could  not  be  removed,  and  there  was  no 
etlectual  means  of  rendering  the  Dalilgreii  guns  wholly  unserviceable. 
One  huiiihed  men  worked  for  an  liuur  with  sledge  hammers,  and  such 
was  the  tenacity  of  the  iron  that  they  did  not  succeed  in  breaking  a 
single  trunnion.  In  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  Department  it  was 
my  inteutiun  to  have  placed  the  vessels  named  in  the  channel  to  protect 
it  from  furth<'r  obstructions,  and  at  my  convenience  tiike  them  under 
the  guns  of  Fortress  Monroe,  or  send  them  to  sea,  as  might  be  most 
expedient.  Greatly  to  my  regret,  L()wever,  I  found  that  these  vessels 
had  all  been  scuttled  about  two  or  three  hours  before  my  arrival,  and 
were  sinking  so  fa.st  that  they  could  not  bo  saved.  In  view  of  this 
condition  of  things  there  were  but  two  alternatives  presented  to  my 
mind — the  first,  to  leave  the  navy  yard  and  ships  in  the  hands  of 
people  hostile  to  the  Government,  for  it  was  ajtparcnt  that  the  yard 
could  not  be  held  by  our  avaihiblo  means  of  defense;  or,  using  the 
power  with  which  I  was  invested,  destroy  the  jmblic  property  of  every 
description.  I  was  not  long  in  adopting  the  latter  expedient,  and  when 
all  the  arrangements  were  made  and  the  tide  served  to  remove  the 
ftigate  Cumbcrtand,  I  took  her  in  tow,  and  when  she  was  out  of  danger 
from  the  Are  gave  the  concerted  signal,  and  in  a  few  nunutes  afterwards 
the  ships  and  buildings  in  the  yard  were  in  flames.  Lieutenant  Henry 
A.  ^Vi8e  was  charged  with  burning  the  ships,  and  no  ollicer  could  have 
performed  the  duty  more  efficiently.  The  dry  dock  was  mined,  and 
this  duty  was  assigned  to  Captain  Wright,  of  the  Engineers,  and  Com- 
mander Itodgers,  of  the  Navy.  It  is  a  source  of  deeji  regret  to  me  that 
neither  of  these  gentlemen  reached  the  boat  with  which  Captain  Wilkes 
was  charged  to  bring  off  tlio  ])arties  who  were  operating  in  the  yard. 
Of  this  service  Captain  Wilkes  had  the  superintendence.  I  trust  that 
these  gentlemen  may  have  made  their  way  into  the  country,  and  will 
thus  escape.  Hoth  are  men  of  distingni.shcd  merit,  and  it  is  much  to 
be  regrette<l  that  the  Government  should  be  deprived  of  their  services 
even  for  a  brief  period.  Having  anchored  the  Cumberland  above  the 
barrier  at  Sewell's  Point,  the  I'aicnee  proceeded  to  Fortress  Mouroe, 
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where  hIio  latitlerl  f 'oloiicl  Wardroi)  and  his  regiment.  To  him  aiul  his 
men  my  thanks  aio  due  for  their  manly  and  military  bearing  under  cir- 
cumstances of  great  discomfort,  and  I  doubt  not  that  a  just  reliance  may 
be  phieeil  upon  their  gallantry  and  patriotism.  At  Fortress  Monroe  I 
found  the  steamer  Kcf/ntone  Stntr,  of  Philadelphia,  in  command  of 
Lieutenant  Maxwell  Woodhidl,  who  in  less  than  forty  eight  hours  from 
the  date  of  his  orders  had  chartered,  manned,  and  armed  his  vessel 
and  arrived  at  the  point  of  his  destination.  Without  the  aid  of  these 
powerful  steamers  we  should  have  been  greatly  embarrassed  and  the 
Ciimbirliind  i>laced  in  imminent  peril.  Soon  after  my  arrival  at  the 
navy  yard  a  Hag  of  truce  caiue  from  General  Taliaferro,  commanding 
the  military  forces  of  Virginia.  The  ])nrport  of  his  message  was  that 
to  save  the  eftusion  of  blood  the  general  would  ]iermit  the  Cumberland 
to  leave  the  port  unmolested  if  the  destruction  of  the  public  property 
should  be  discontinued.  To  this  I  responded  tliat  any  act  of  violence 
on  their  part  would  devolve  uiiou  them  tlie  con8equenc«8.  Incoming 
out  with  the  (Uimberlaml  she  brought  up  in  crossing  the  wrecks  off 
Sewell's  Point  and  hung  for  some  hours,  and  was  finally  dragged  off 
by  the  chartered  tugs  i'ttnkcr  and  h'ei/xtoiie  tStatc.  1  have  instructed 
Flag-Officer  Peudergrast  to  anchor  in  mid  channel  otf  Fortress  Monroe 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  Department  shall  be  made  known  to  him, 
believing  it  imijortaut  to  have  a  wat<'h  kejit  upon  certain  armed  steam- 
era  said  to  have  made  their  appearance  in  that  vicinity.  The  rnwnne 
and  Keystone  StaU'  left  Fortress  Monroe  at  7:30  a.  m.  on  the  ti2d  and 
arrived  at  the  Washington  navy  yard  at  about  '2  ]>.  m.  this  day.  The 
officers  who  served  under  my  command  in  the  performau<;e  of  the  duty 
devolved  upon  me  have  a  claim  upon  the  respectful  consi<lcrati<)ii  of 
the  Government  for  the  intelligence,  energy,  and  (latriotism  with  which 
they  gave  me  their  support  and  assistance. 
1  Lave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J  H.  Pailding, 

I  Cotndij.  U.  S.  Xaval  Force*  in  the  Wat^n  of  Virtjinia.,  pro  tiin. 

^^  Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

^^k  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 

I  ^ 

C 


(Enolcwuie.] 

lAli  of  offletrrt  altnehed  lo  and  found  on  duty  at  the  nnry  yard,  yorfolk,  Va.,  and  on 
board  tht  rrcfiring  Mp  /'«iii»j//i'aMui  uii  the  ttiijht  of  April  iW,  7*67. 


Flntf-Offlcor  Chnrles  S.  Mi-CuuIkj-,  I'omiiiaiiilniit  of  the  8t4ition. 

Commander  John  W.  LiviuKHton,  commiinder  in  thn  ynrd;  rei'«ntl,v  rQporte<l  for 
dnty. 

I.ieiitenant-Colonel  .lameit  Edelin,  IT.  ,S.  Marine  ('orp«,  romiuandrr  marine  tcuard 
of  the  yard. 

Ueutcnunt  T.  B.  Edelin,  U.  S.  Army. 

Lieiitcnuut  E.  Uonuldson,  U.  8.  Navy,  ttunior  olHier  r«>iiiiiiuin(j  ou  board  the  I'eiiH- 
ai/fr'aiiiii. 

Lieiitonnnt  John  Irwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  reroivin;;  ship  /'DNiuyfrania,  recently  arrived. 

Lieutcnnut  W.  N.  Allen,  V.  S.  Navy,  volunteer  on  board  the  /'cniMylranio. 

Snr^eon  J.  Kudenott-in,  of  the.  I'enntylrania. 

Sailmakcr  [Geo.]  Thomas,  of  the  I'eHntjilrania. 

Lieutenant  A.  A.  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy,  temporarily  in  command  of  the  brig  Dolphin. 

Lilt  of  ojflctn  attacked  to  tlu  Xorfolk  naval  ilation  ako  rnigned. 

Commanders  K.  G.  Robb,  J.  R.  Tncker,  ThoniaH  K.  RooteH,  itnd  Arthur  Sinclair. 
Lientenanta  C.  B.  Poiudexter,  il.  T.  Sinclair,  ('.  V.  M.  Spotswuod,  and   William 

ShttT]'- 

Surgeons  [Wm.  B.]  Sinclair  and  R.  K.  Mason. 
First  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Baker,  U.  S.  murines. 
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JAtt  o/ptrumi  tcho  denertvd. 

Captain  J.  C.  Rich,  Mariuo  Corpn,  uf  t^e  Pennttytvania. 
Ciirpeuter  [.loUii  T.  ]  Kiistir. 
Manter  lit  ArniH  Enoch  (Jlierry. 
Ship's  t'orporul Wade. 

LUt  of  pertoni  tcho  refuted  to  drfend  the  C.  S.  iki)!  Pcnniylvonia  and  irho  wrre  (en/  tuhiirv 
hij  Lieutenant  Commandin-j  Donaldtou. 

William  Kalliiotine  and  William  MrLeau,  ordiuikr,v  Keameu. 

HeilniHii,  private,  niarinu. 

Livingstou,  hoMpitiil  Btoward. 


Abitraot  log  of  the  D.  B.  S.  Pawnee,  April  20-83,  1861. 

April 20, 1861. — Steiiming  down  the  I'otomac.  At  2 :  30  p.  in.  roanded 
to  off  Fortress  Monroe.  At  5:15  the  TLird  Mii8s;i<:liuHetts  Regimeut, 
Colouel  Wardfo]*.  innrclii'<l  out  of  Fortres.s  Monroe  and  embarked  on 
tliis  shij)  to  the  uiimUer  of  about  31!l,  rank  and  file.  Observed  a  num- 
ber of  ve.ssels  sunk  in  tiie  naiiow  part  of  <'hiiuuel  off  Hewell's  Point, 
for  the  purjMise  of  obstructing  navigation.  At  (5:45  .steaming  up 
toward  Norfolk.  Pa.ssed  tlie  ob.structions  in  ihe  chamiel  without  difli- 
cnlty.  Kei»t  men  at  qnartcis,  guns  loaded.  At  H  p.  m.  rau  alongside 
the  navy-yard  wharf,  Ut  the  northward  of  tir.st  ship  liouse.  IlaiBed  by 
the  U.  S.  ship  Peiitisi/lr<iHi<(,  who  gieeteil  our  arrival  with  three  eheers. 
The  Ihagship  Cumlnrlnnd  did  likewise.  At  t*:  1(1  Lieutenant Coniniaini- 
iug  Donaldson,  of  the  receiving  .ship  Penunt/lrdHut,  earne  aboard  and 
informed  us  that  all  the  vessels  at  the  yard  had  been  scuttled  and 
the  untchinery  of  the  Merrimnfk  completely  disabled  this  afternoon,  to 
prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  who  had  for  some 
time  past  been  nuiking  deni«uistralions  against  the  jmblie  jiroperly  at 
the  navy  yard.  Flag  Ollieers  Mc.<'anley  and  Petidergrast  eanie  on 
board.  Sent  parties  to  various  parts  of  the  yard  to  seizure,  remove,  or 
destroy  public  property  lt;d»le  to  fiill  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents. 
A  large  party  went  ashore  to  knoek  trunnions  ofl' guns;  succeederl  in 
breaking  a  few  off.  Keceivcd  from  the  I'>iinxi/lraiii)i  four  boxes  of  arms; 
also  adetjudimentof  thirty  four,  rank  and  /ih',  of  marines,  with  liagsaml 
aceouternients.  Sent  the  Massachusetts  volunteers  ashore  in  the  navy 
yard.  Sent  marines  linuight  from  marine  barracks  at  \\'ashington  to 
relieve  unwiues  belonging  to  the  yard;  the  latter  transferred  to  the 
Ctitnherlanil.  Placed  guard  iit  Ilie  main  entrance  t«  yard,  and  others 
patrolled  the  yard. 

Aprilai. — t  'ommeneesand  till  4  a.  m.;  nuvking  preparations  for  setting 
fire  to  the  shijj  hou.ses,  ships,  and  storehouses,  and  <lestroying  the  dry 
doek.  Jjanded  all  the  turpentine,  powdei',  and  waste  received  on  board 
from  the  Annrdntia  on  Friday  last.  Keemliarked  the  uuu'ines  and  the 
Ma.ssachusetts  regiment.  iSent  parties  in  charge  of  Captain  Wilkes, 
Commanders  Hands,  Kodgers,  and  Alden,  and  t.'aptain  W'right,  of  U.  S. 
Engineers,  for  carrying  on  the  pre])arations  above  mentioned.  At 
about  2  a.  m.  the  marine  barracks  were  .set  fire  to.  At  A:3H  hauled 
ofi'  from  the  wharf  and  jtrepared  to  take  the  tiag8hi|)  Cumberland  iu 
tow.  At  4:15  a.  ui.  the  CumherUind,  having  the  steam  tug  Y<inh:e 
alongside,  succeeded  in  getting  a  hawser  to  this  ship  and  >]i|iping  her 
cable.  We  got  underway  and  commenced  steaming  down  to  Hampton 
~oad8.     At  4:20   sent  \i\t  a  rocket,  and   the   ships,  buildings,  etc., 

re  fired.    Sent  all  hands  to  quarters,  oi«netl  the  magazine  and  shell 
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rooms  and  mainietl  the  starboard  battery,  the  marinefi  being  all  on  deck 
UTider  Jirtiis.  yt^'aminn  slowly  down,  passed  by  tho  cities  of  Ports- 
mouth iiinl  Norl'olk  unmolested,  the  llanies  of  the  burning  buildings  at 
the  yard  illuminating  the  vessels  and  the  town  perfectly.  Steaming 
slowly  to  allow  the  boats  to  come  alongside.  Captuiu  Wilkes  and 
Commanders  Sands  and  Alden  and  their  parties  returned  on  board,  but 
reported  their  inability  to  bring  off  Commander  Kodgers  and  Captain 
Wright,  V.  S.  Engineers.  At  (i  approached  barriers  in  the  channel, 
and  found  new  obstructions  placed  there  sinct^  we  passed  last  evening. 
Determined  to  anchor  the  ('umlicrlonfi  and  examine  the  channel,  which 
was  done.  This  .ship  pa.s.sed  the  obstruct itviis  without  touching  any- 
thing. At  (>:  15,  when  near  the  wharf  at  Fcu'tress  Monroe,  discovered 
the  steamer  Keystone  Utatt;  with  men  and  marines  on  board,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  M.  Woodhull,  standing  in.  Spoke  her.  At  8 
came  alongside  of  wharf.  From  8  to  meridian:  Debarked  the  Third 
Begiment  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  wlio  returned  to  Fort  Monroe, 
Kn/stoiw  State  went  to  assi-stance  of  Cumhtrland.  Lieutenant  Chaplin 
went  aboard  to  pilot  her  through  the  Itarriers.  At  -:30p.  m.  l'"lag- 
Otticer  Paulding  left  this  ship.  Ilanled  down  the  blue  flag.  At  3  the 
Keystone  Utate,  bearing  the  tlag  of  FlagOllicer  Paulding,  got  underway. 

April  Si'. — From  4  to  (»  !>.  ni. :  Standing  u]t  the  Potomac  River.  At 
0  anchored.     A  light-boat  on  tire  n\t  the  river. 

April  ^'3. — Light  lioat  still  burning.  At  10  a.  m.  passed  Mount  Ver- 
non; went  through  the  usual  ccM-monies.  At  1();;}((  the  Keyntonc  State 
informe<l  us  that  there  were  batteries  planted  at  Alexandria.  Went  to 
quarters  and  made  ]>re]>arati<)ns  fur  action.  Passed  Alexandria  with- 
out seeing  any  batteries,  Jtan  aground  otf  the  arsenal;  were  towed 
ofl'  by  a  tugboat  to  the  navy  yard  (Washington). 


Beport  of  Captain  Wilkei,  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  deitrootion  of  the  ITorfoUc  navy  yard. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnei:,  April  i'l',  18til. 

Sm:  Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
circumstances  and  events  which  have  taken  ]ilace  under  your  orders  of 
the  20th  lor  the  relief  of  the  frigate  Cumberland  and  the  vessels  of  the 
Navy  at  the  Gosjtort  I  Norfolk  j  navy  yard.  In  the  first  jdace,  I  nni.st 
state  that  the  instiuctions  given  by  you  relative  to  the  destruction  of 
private  property,  or  anything  that  in  any  way  could  bo  construed  as  an 
aggression  on  individuals  or  their  proi)erty,  was  fully  impressed  on  your 
whole  command,  and  it  affords  nic  great  pleasure  to  state  that  all  acted 
up  both  to  the  spirit  and  literal  c(uistruction  of  these  orders;  and  it 
was  expressly  understood  that  in  no  event  were  hostile  measures  to  be 
resorte<l  to  unless  initiated  by  the  authorities  and  people.  On  the 
intbrnKition  possessed  of  the  actual  situation  of  the  vessels  and  force 
at  the  Gosjiort  [ Norfolk |  navy  yard,  the  following  detail  of  offlcers  for 
the  duties  was  made.  The  vessels  known  to  be  under  repairs  and 
serviceable  were  the  following,  with  the  ollicers  who  were  to  be  attached 
to  them,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  prejjare  them  for  immediate  depar- 
ture, viz: 

Steam  fripate  Merrimacli — Captain  [Charles]  Wilkes,  Commander 
IH.  F.J  Sands,  Lieutenants  [ILA.JWjse  and  [A.  W.]  Johnson,  Chief 
Kngineer  [J.  W.j  King. 

Sloop  <</  «•((»•  (firmantown — Commander  [W.  M.]  Walker, Lieutenants 
|S.  L.J  Phelps  and  [G.  U.J  Morris. 


I 
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Sloop  of  war  Plymouth — (JoiiimaiHltT  [Joliii]  Itodgera,  Lieoteuaats 
(Williaiu)  (libsoii  and  [C.  1'.)  Mcdaiy. 

lirig  Dolphin — ('omtniiuder  [JiimesJ  Aiden.  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Knssell. 

TliG  nieu  were  ainwrtioued  to  these  vessels  as  follows,  viz:  Merri- 
miirk,  50;  O'ermantoini,  40;  f'li/mouth,  30;  Dolphin,  20;  besides  the 
inariues  to  be  detailed. 

At  t5:-l.'»  p.  lu.  we  lift  Fortress  Monroe,  having  taken  on  board  the 
Masaaehusetts  regiment,  ( '(doncl  Wardrop,  .'i(>0  strong,  who  had  previ- 
ously arrived,  and  stood  uj)  lor  Norfolk.  ()tl'  Sewell'.s  Point  we  easily 
passed  tbe  obstruction  which  had  been  sunk  to  prevent  the  exit  of  our 
war  vessels.  If  we  had  adopted  the  same  nieaus  {which  it  was  abun- 
dantly iu  our  i)ower  to  have  done,  by  sinking  in  the  ehannel  the  large 
vessels  in  ordinary)  we  could  have  aiinihilateil  the  harbor  of  Norfolk 
for  fifty  years.  The  Pawner  reached  the  navy-yard  wharf  without  any 
opposition  or  disturbance  whatever.  The  crews  of  the  Peiingi/lrania 
and  ('iimlirrUtntl  received  us  witli  many  hearty  cheers,  W'hich  were  patri- 
otically returned  from  those  on  board  the  I'ttiniee.  In  obedience  to  your 
order,  I  waited  ujntu  Oonnriodore  MeCauley,  with  Oaptain  Wright,  of 
the  Engineer  Corjisof  the  Army,  reported  your  arrival  with  assistance, 
aud  intrt>duced  tiapfaia  Wright  as  the  ollicer  charged  with  the  defense 
of  the  yard.  Commodore  MctJ'anley  informed  me  that  he  had  been 
deserted  by  all  his  oHicers,  including  an  ()Hicer  of  marines,  and  that  the 
yard  was  without  defense;  that  he  had  no  one  lo  rely  upon,  and  desired 
me  to  reiMirt  that  he  had  scuttli'd  all  the  .shiiis  about  4  o'clock  p.  ni,  and 
had  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  v»ro]>erty  to  prevent  them  from  falling 
into  the  hand  s  of  the  di.sallected,  led  on  by  the  same  officers  who  had  left 
him.  This  caused  an  inimediate  change  in  your  orders  to  me,  and  an 
endeavor  to  stop  the  sinking  of  tlie  vessels  and  tlieir  fui'ther  destruc- 
tion. Commander  Walker,  with  other  ofticers,-  was  directed  to  make 
the  examination,  with  the  aid  of  the  carpenter  of  the  CnmhnioHd,  report 
their  condition,  and  if  their  siirking  could  be  jirevented;  but  iu  all 
except  the  Uoliihhi  it  was  found  to  be  impossible.  The  leak  iu  the  lat- 
ter was  arrejsted,  when  your  orders  followed  to  prepare  tor  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  iiropcrty.  IMlicers  were  detailed  imuiediately  to  carry  it 
into  elf ect.  One  hundred  men  were  sent  by  < 'oniuiodore  Peudergra.st 
from  the  Citmtx'rfaiid  to  assist,  divided  into  several  gang.s  to  render  the 
new  guns  unserviceable;  but  altor  some  time  spent  therein  it  was  found 
that  the  metal  of  the  guns  was  so  superior  as  to  resist  all  and  the  most 
powerful  eflorts  to  break  oli'the  trunnions.  They  were  s[)iked  and  ren- 
dere<l,  as  far  as  the  time  would  permit,  unserviceable.  Commander 
Itodgers  and  Captain  Wright,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  volunteered  for 
the  destruction  of  the  tlry  dock,  and  the  powder  and  necessary  tools 
were  transported  by  a  detachment  of  forty  men  of  the  Massachusetts 
troops,  detailed  by  Colonel  Wardrop  fur  this  jiurpose.  Lieutenant  Rus- 
sell was  sent,  under  orders  of  Ccunmander  liodgers,  to  act  as  his  aid,  by 
which  communication  could  be  kept  o]>en.  Mr.  King,  engineer  in  chief, 
also  volunteered  for  this  service.  Commander  Alden  was  directed  to 
prepare  tor  the  destruction  of  the  storehouse,  shops,  buildings,  etc., 
around  the  yard,  including  the  barracks;  Cnunuander  Sands,  to  i)repare 
for  the  (U'Struction  of  the  ship  houses  aud  their  contents,  ami,  when 
ready,  to  report;  Lieutenants  Wise,  Phelps,  Gibson,  McGary,  and  Mor- 
ris, to  ]trepare  the  several  vessels  of  the  Navy  for  destruction  and  to 
distribute  the  material  provided  for  that  jiurpose  on  board  the  several 
vessels  designated  by  yon;  and  trains  were  laid  on  the  Plymouth,  Mer- 
rifiKU'k,  Germtnitoirii,  Uaritan,  Colttmhia,  brig  Doljihin,  and  Penimt/lrttniay 
in  the  order  iu  which  they  lay  moored.     The  ship  Delaware  was  lelt  oat 
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in  couseqnence  of  the  (listance  «lie  luy  oft',  ami  the  frigate  United  States 
was  in  so  decayed  a  eondition  th;it  it  waa  deemed  unnecessary  txj  waste 
the  material  of  turpentine  upon  her.  At  1 :4.'i  a.  m.  it  was  reported  to 
me  by  Commanders  Kodgers,  Aldcn,  and  iSands  tliat  all  was  ready,  and 
directions  were  given  that  all  the  men  tliat  coidd  be  8pare<I  should  be 
sent  on  board  iinme<liately,  retaining  only  those  necessary  to  ignite  the 
material,  and  that  the  signal  would  be  a  rocket  from  the  I'atriur,  to  be 
onlercd  by  yourself.  The  Iroojis  and  marines  were  rapidly  embarked, 
when  it  was  reported  to  you  by  the  youngest  son  of  Commodore  ]^lcCau- 
ley,  tears  streiiming  down  his  cheeks,  that  his  father  refused  to  vacate 
his  post,  and  declined  all  inducenn-nt  to  do  so.  Commander  Alden  was 
selected  by  you  to  make  the  endeavor  to  induce  him  to  yield,  and  to 
state  that  it  was  your  inteution  speedily  to  lire  Hie  buildings  and  his 
life  must  be  lost.  This  last  effort  succeeded,  and  he  was  induced,  with 
great  reluctance,  to  remove  to  the  Cumhciltnifl.  All  the  shore  parties 
having  been  withdrawn,  two  boats  belotiginy;  to  the  Cumherhind  were 
alongside.  One  was  put  under  the  direction  of  Lieuteuant  Wise,  with 
Lieutenant  Phelps,  to  tiie  the  (rains  on  the  appointed  signal  being 
given.  The  other  1  embarked  in  with  Lieutenant  Kussell  to  await  the 
signal  and  bring  oft'  those  who  were  left,  \iz.  Commander  Itodgera  and 
Captain  Wright,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  .lohn  Reynolds,  ordinary 
seaman;  Commander  Aldcu  and  Samuel  Williams,  C<jnimandcr  Sands, 
Samuel  Watson,  and  .John  Noble  ;  in  all,  eight  ijer.sdus.  The  rendezvous 
was  carefully  jHiintcd  out  and  made  known  to  all  <jf  tliem.  The  Pmrnee 
left  the  wharf  at  l':i.'r»  ;i.  m.,  winded,  and  hawsers  were  passed  from  the 
Cumhfrlaiid  for  the  purpose  of  lowing  her  out.  At  4  o'clock,  afttr  a 
detention  of  nearly  two  hours,  the  ('iimlnrtiind  slii>ped  her  moorings, 
and  both  vessels  stood  out  and  down  the  harbor.  At  l:'M  the  signal 
was  made  and  the  torch  applied,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  whole  area 
of  the  yard  was  one  sheet  of  flame — the  two  ship  houses  and  the  whole 
line  of  stores,  as  well  as  the  Merrimavk.  The  marine  baiTacks  had  by 
some  accident  caught  lire  at  an  early  hour,  but  we  purposely  avoided 
any  attempt  to  extinguish  the  tiames,  fearful  lest  the  fiie  might  com- 
municate with  the  ship  houses,  and  tlius  invoh-e  bi»(h  the  Cttinberland 
and  Piurritr  in  destruction.  The  station  I  had  chosen  for  the  boat  was 
just  ahead  oi' the  (fermanloirti  ami  at  the  end  of  the  eastern  ship  house. 
The  jl/er)-/»H(cA-  lay  close  astern  of  the  (uTMiuitoicu,  ami  the  lire  soon 
reachetl  her  rigging  and  spars.  In  a  few  minutes  Commander  Alden 
and  his  man  and  Comnmnder  Sands  and  his  two  men  Joined  me.  The 
flames  were  making  rapid  ]>rogress,  and  all  attention  was  turned  toward 
the  dire<'tion  from  whenc*!  Commander  Kodgers  an<l  Captain  Wright 
were  to  come.  The  conflagration  was  rapid,  in  vast  sheets  of  llanie-s, 
and  dense  smoke,  which  enveloped  us  from  the  ^fel•ri7nacI;,  soon  made 
it  evident  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  anyone  to  pass  through  it: 
yet  they  might  have  made  the  attempt  to  reach  us.  It  was  a  painful 
anxiety  to  see  every  moment  the  chances  of  their  escafie  diminishing. 
Our  own  safety  was  not  thought  of  until  all  hope  or  chance  of  their 
joining  us  was  at  jui  end.  Tlien,  and  with  great  reluctance,  I  gave  the 
order  to  shove  oft'.  As  we  emerged  from  the  smoke  we  caught  sight 
of  Lieutenant  Wise's  boat,  which  api>eared  as  if  jiassing  tlirtaigh  the 
flames.  At  this  time  the  nuist  and  si)ars  of  the  Gtrmantoirn  were  on 
fire,  and  [Kirtions  of  her  hull  enveloiwd  in  the  flames  from  the  Merri- 
viark.  I  directed  the  boat^s  to  pull  out,  and  was  followed  by  Lieutenant 
Wise,  the  large  flakes  of  tire  falling  around  us.  We  had  .scarcely  got 
l)eyond  the  ship  I'cnitiiylrania,  which  was  the  lowest  vessel,  when  the 
flames  from  tlie  lower  ship  hou.se,  under  which  we  had  been  lying,  roacbi 
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her  sides,  and  sliortly  utter  she  was  envelopi'd  in  lljiiues.  The  boats 
followed  tlie  vessels,  iiiid  did  not  iciieli  tln-iii  until  dtt'  <"tiiiiey  Ishuiil, 
when  I  reported  to  you  the  service  ]ieri"(>nued,  ;ui<i  tlie  iibseiioe  ofCoiu- 
inander  Hodgers  and  <  'iiptaiii  Wright  and  the  man  lieynolds,  and  witli 
this  exception  the  retuiii  of  the  whulo  party  without  awident  or  injury. 

In  the  performance  nf  tlii.s  duty  it  afl'ords  me  llie  lii{,diest  {,'ratilica- 
tion  to  bear  witness  to  the  zeal,  coolness,  and  enerjjy  with  which  the 
ofticers  pla<'ed  under  my  orders  have  behaved,  an<l  the  devotion  exhib- 
ited to  the  country  and  lUiion.  Mncli  id'  th(>  successful  acconiplisliuu'nt 
of  the  duties  are  diu'  to  the  assistance  and  a!iaii;;enu'Utof  Comniandcr 
Rowan  ami  his  ollicers,  to  whom  I  fed  also  personalty  ^■reatly  iudebteil 
for  his  hospitality  and  attentions.  1  must  not  omit  to  brinf,'  to  your 
notice  the  alacrity  with  which  the  <letaclimeiit  from  Colonel  AVardmii's 
regiment  performed  the  duty  for  which  they  volunteered.  1  enclose 
you  the  names*  of  the  three  men  whose  conduct  luis  been  reportetl  to 
me  by  their  ofticers  as  deserving  notice  for  their  conduct  under  the 
exciting  duty  they  had  to  perlbrm. 

Believing  that  i  have  given  y<ui  a  full  detail  of  all  the  eircnmstanees 
which  i)assed  under  my  notice,  and  the  iterfornmtice  of  the  duties  with 
which  you  iutrusted  me,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkks, 
Captain,  U.  8,  yavy. 

FlagOfficer  niRAM  Paulbing,  U.  S,  Navy. 


Beport  of  Captain  H.  0.  Wright,  U.  8.  Engineer  Corpi,  relative  to  the  deitniotion  and 
abandonment  of  Norfolk  navy  yard. 


\ 


Wasuin(JTon,  I».  C,  April  ^.'6,  IHUl. 

CoLONKL:  I  have  the  honor  to  rejwrt  that  in  obedience  to  the 
instructions  I'oljowiug,  received  frimi  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army  on 
the  lUth  instant,  1  proceeded  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  on  the 
U.  S.  B.  I'tncHt'c,  to  Fort  Monroe,  wjiere  we  arrived  the  next  day  at 
about  2  o'clock  ji.  m.,  and  couiniunicated  with  the  couiumnding  otliccr, 
Colonel  Diniick.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  secure  to  the 
United  States,  if  jmssiblc,  the  mtvy  yard  and  proi)erty  at  Norfolk, 
with  the  shii>s  of  war  tlieu  in  that  harb<)r;  and,  in  furtheraiu-e  (tf  that 
object,  my  instructions  authorized  me  to  call  up()n  tjie  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Miuiroe  tor  such  (brce,  to  the  extent  of  one.  regiment,  as 
he  coidd  spare  from  t!ie  garrison  witlwuit  jeopardizing  the  safety  of  the 
fort.  He  accordingly  assigned  to  the  expedition  one  of  the  two  regi- 
ments which  had  that  morning  arrived.  Tliis  reginuait.  about  ',iH> 
strong.  Udder  ('olonel  ^\'ar(l^op,  was  promptly  marched  on  board,  and 
late  in  the  afternoon  the  steamer  proceeded  to  Ninfolk,  where  she 
arrived  some  tinu;  after  dark  the  same  evening,  the  2()th  instant. 

t)n  reatdiing  the  yard  it  was  found  that  all  the  ships  atloat,  except 
the  Ciimlirrldtitl,  had  been  .scuttled  by  order  of  Commodore  JlcCauIcy, 
the  comnuuidaid  of  the  yard,  to  prevent  their  seizure  by  the  Virginia 
forces,  and  that  they  were  fast  sinking.  One  of  the  objects  of  the 
expedition,  that  of  removing  tho^^e  vessels  and  taking  them  to  sea,  was 
therelbre  frustrated. 

On  rciMuting  to  the  commodore  of  the  yard  I  found  him  ilispo.sed  to 
defend  tlio  yard  and  property  to  the  last,  and  the  troops  were  accord- 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  ATLANTIC  COAST. 


iiigly  lanile<l  and  some  dispositions  for  defense  taken.  It  was  soon 
determined,  however,  by  Commodore  Paulding,  who  had  (;ome  on  the 
I'uiniei:  tVoni  VVashinfiton,  to  tinisli  the  destrnctioii  cjI'  the  seiittled 
shiiis,  to  hniii  and  otherwise  destroy,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  prop- 
erty in  the  yard,  ami  witlidraw  with  the  frigate  Cnmhcrlund,  in  tow  of 
the  rmriH-r  an<l  a  steam  tag  wliich  was  lying  at  the  yard. 

To  Ooinntander  .lolin  Itodgers,  of  the  Navy,  and  myself  was  assigned 
the  duty  of  Ulow  ing  up  the  diy  duck,  assisted  by  forty  men  of  the  vol- 
niiteers  and  a  few  men  fi'om  the  crew  of  the  VairniT.  The  dock,  which 
is  u  massive  structure  of  granite  mastmry,  has  a  pumping  gallery  run- 
ning along  the  back  of  one  of  the  side  walls,  entering  from  the  level  of 
the  botlom  near  the  entrance  gate,  and  terminal ing,  as  is  understood, 
in  the  [lunipiiig  house  near  the  farther  end  of  the  dock.  Under  thocir- 
eunistances,  ol'  want  of  time  for  preparation  and  the  darkness  of  night, 
this  gallery  olfereii  the  (udy  means  for  the  establishment  of  a  mine. 
Had  the  dock  been  lull  of  water  this  advantage  could  not  have  been 
availed  of,  but  we  fouini  in  it  a  depth  of  oidy  about  2  feet.  We 
aei'ordingly  i»roceeded  to  construct  iu  this  gallery  a  platform  of  such 
materials  as  couhl  be  collected  to  a  height  a!)o\e  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  on  this  we  phiceil  the  ])owiler  (Ll.UtUt  |ioun(ls)  whicth  we  had 
brought  from  the  shiji,  eslabSished  a  train  from  the  gallery  to  the  out- 
side, ami  connected  with  it  four  ,se[>at  ate  slow  matches. 

Everything  being  arranged,  all  the  men  were  sent  to  the  ship,  escejit 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  I'iikmc,  wlio  was  retained  to  watcli  for  the 
signal  from  the  eoniun)dore  for  lighting  the  matches  ami  returning  to 
the  ship.  t)n  the-  signal  the  matches  were  lighted  by  ('aptain  Hodgers 
and  myself,  and  we  made  the  best  <)f  our  way  toward  the  landing;  but 
betbre  we  could  reaeh  if  the  llames  of  the  burning  buildings  had 
beeorne  so  intense  that  the  boats  hail  undoubtedly  been  driven  otf,  and, 
indeed,  we  cfinld  not  aitproach  it.  After  some  dehiy  we  sueeeeded  in 
getting  out  of  the  yard  through  the  burning  gateway,  rtn<l  s<'ized  a  boat 
in  the  hope  of  nuiking  our  escape  by  the  river.  We  had  proceeded  luit 
a  short  distance,  how<'ver,  wlien  several  sliots  were  lired  at  us  from  the 
Portsmouth  side,  and  as  the  armed  ftnu'C  was  rapidly  accumulating 
against  ns  at  a  point  below,  where  the  river  was  narrow,  and  where  we 
sliouhl  have  had  to  pass  within  elli-etive  musket  range,  we  concluded  to 
himl  on  the  Norliilk  side  ami  deliver  ourselves  u])  to  the  commanding 
general  of  the  Virginia  forces.  He  received  us  very  kindly  aiul  cctur- 
ti'ously  and  on  giving  him  our  parole  he  provided  us  with  condortable 
quarters  at  the  Atlantic  Hotel.  This  was  on  Sunday  morning  about 
6  o'clock.  On  Mtuiday  at  noon  he  sent  us  with  au  oflicer  to  Richm<utd, 
where  we  were  most  kindly  treated  by  the  governor  and  his  family 
and  by  the  gentlemen  lhere]ire8ent  from  the  various  parts  of  Virginia. 
We  remained  aa  guests  td"  the  governor  on  parole  till  VWduesday,  the 
24th,  when  we  were  released,  and  on  Thursday  moridug  we  lelt  for 
AVashington. 

To  Governor  Letcher  our  especial  thanks  are  due  for  the  uniform 
kindness  and  c<msideration  with  which  he  treated  us.  Probably  to 
protect  US  fnuu  any  annoyance  from  the  populace  of  Richmond,  he 
accompanied  us  to  the  cars  at  (>  o'clock  in  tlie  morning,  and  to  further 
shield  us  from  po.ssible  anuoyauce  along  the  road  he  detailed  two  olH- 
cers  of  the  Virginia  forces  to  conduct  ns  safe  to  Washiugt<ui,  where 
we  arrived  yesterday  between  4  and  .")  o'llock  p.  m. 

From  what  we  couhl  learn  in  NorlV)lk  I  am  of  the  oiiiuiou  that  the 
attempt  to  destroy  the  dock  did  not  succeed.    We  were  told  that  the 


mine  did  explodo  and  that  it  did  not.  Three  seiiarate  explosions  took 
phice  after  we  got  clear  of  the  yard,  one  of  which  I  presuuicil  at  the 
time  to  have  been  the  dock  mine;  yet,  after  considering  all  the  contra- 
dictory rumors,  it  seems  probable  that  the  stnictnre  is  miiujnred. 

In  addition  to  this  report,  I  desire  to  submit  a  rather  more  extended 
narrative,  which  may  possess  soino  interest,  hereafter. 

I  have  the  honor  t«  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.G.  WniGHT, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  D.  TowNSEND, 

As$htant  AtljutantGciwral,  Ildqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Letter  from  Captain  Paulding,  U.  8.  Kavy,  to  the  Beoretary  of  the  If  ayy,  tranimitting  orden 
issued  during  hu  expedition  to  Norfolk,  Va. 

Navy  Depaktmknt,  WaskhKjtan,  Apt-il  24,  iSfiL 
Sib.:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  rL^port*  and  copies 
of  orders  issued  bj' me  during  my  absence  under  your  ordert  of  Aj>ril  18, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.   J'AULDINC, 

Captain. 
Hou.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Hecretary  of  the  Navy. 

(RnclDSUTfiB-l 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Ilamptini  h'ouiln,  April  aii,  1861. 

SlE:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  transfer  to  the  P^icMec,  Com- 
mander iS.  C,  liowan,  from  the  crew  of  the  receiving  ship  Pfnnsylrama 
now  on  board  the  VitmhcrUuiti,  six  seamen  and  six  ordinary  seamen. 

Fill  up  delicieucy  in  your  own  crew,  and  send  the  residue,  <ui  board 
tiie  steam  tug  Yankee,  to  the  U.  S.  ship  \orth  ('arolina,  at  New  York, 
provided  the  master  will  undertake  to  deliver  them  on  his  arrival  aloug- 
side  of  that  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  Paulding, 
Commanding  f.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Watern  of  Virginia. 

Flag-Otticer  G,  J.  Pendergrast, 

Commanding  Home  ISquudron. 


TT.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  April  23.  lS6l. 
Sir:  You  will  transfer  to  thi.s  vessel,  for  passage  to  Washington 
City,  the  marines,  with  their  arms,  amraunition,  etc.,  received  on  board 
the  Pawnee  from  the  receiving  ship  Peniiiylrauia  at  Norfolk,  Va. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

H.  Pai'LDINg, 
Comtnanding  the  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  Virginia. 

Commander  Htepiten  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee. 


•Seep.; 


f  See  p.  282. 
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U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  April  32,  18f>l. 
Sin:  You  will  transfer  to  this  vessel  Major  Edelin  and  his  commiind 
of  lUiiriiH's,  tin-  jiassiigfi  t<i  Washington  City. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Paulding, 
Commandin;!  U.  S,  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  Viryinia. 

Flag-Otticer  G.  J.  Pendergeast, 

Commandin;/  Home  Squadron. 


Steam  Tug  Keystone  State, 

Off  Snceirn  Point,  Va.,  April  22,  1861. 
Sir:  I  send  a  pilot  to  the  Ciiinl)erlttnd,aud  you  will,  when  the  tide 
serves,  pet  underway  and  anchor  in  tuid-ehaiinel  oft'  Fortress  Monroe 
until  tlie  further  jileasure  of  the  Department  is  known.  lam  iulormed 
that  one  or  more  armed  vessels  have  been  seen  in  this  vicinity,  coming 
from  James  River,  and  would  supf;est  to  you  the  importance  of  vigi- 
lance in  the  detention  of  all  such  vessels.  Be  pleased  to  send  on  board 
this  steamer  the  arms  and  ammunition  sent  on  board  the  Cumberland 
from  the  navy  yard  at  (iosport  | Norfolk],  Va.,  for  safe-keeping. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

11.  Paulding, 
Commanding  the  Xaral  Forces  in  the  Wafern  of  Virginia. 

FlagOrticor  <l.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Note. — Vessels  of  all  descriptions,  carrying  arms  or  armed  men,  not 
belonging  to  the  Goveriunent  of  the  United  States. 


U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  April  33, 18G1. 
Sir:  On  your  arrival  in  the  ^'airnfe  at  W^ashington  City  you  will 
report  yourself  with  your  command  to  Colonel  Harris  at  headquarters. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 
Commanding  U.  IS.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  Virginia. 

Lieutenant  A.  S.  Nicholson, 

U.  8.  Marine  Corps,  XJ.  S.  S.  Paioiee. 


IMn  of  the  Beoretuy  of  the  Navy  to  Commiuider  Alden,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  V.  8.  B. 
South  Carolina,  to  forward  report  of  duty  performed  by  him  in  connection  with  deitmction 
of  Norfolk  navy  yard. 

Navy  Department,  October  38, 1861. 
Sir:  No  written  report  has  ever  been  receive<l  from  you  in  regard  to 
the  service  rendere<l  in  April  last,  on  special  duty  at  and  about  tlie 
time  of  the  destruction  of  the  i)ub!ic  property  at  Norfolk.  As  the  event 
was  one  of  no  ordinary  imjtortauce,  and  the  jiart  you  were  called  upon 
to  perform  a  marked  feature  in  it,  you  will,  as  early  its  you  conveniently 
can,  forward  your  report  to  the  Deinirtment,  commencing  with  the  oi-der 
detailing  you,  and  your  proi-eeding  and  observations  to  the  close. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Oommander  Jam3£s  Alden, 

Commanding  AStetnncr  South  Carolina,  Gulf  Blockwlinq  HK^uyA-rvn.. 


i 
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B«port  of  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Ravy,  regarding  ipecial  duty  in  oonneotion  with  TT.  B.  B. 
Kenimaok  and  the  deitruotion  of  the  Norfolk  navy  yard. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 
Ovlf  lilofkmiiiuj  Siiuadnni,  off  Btinitnria,  Xorember  30,  ISGl. 

StR:  In  acconlaiice  with  tlic  instructions  of  the  Depiirtment  dated 
October -28,  and  Just  received,  I  have  tlie  honoi'  herewith  to  iniike  the 
following  report  in  rejrurd  to  my  ''proceedings  and  observations  in  April 
last,  oil  special  duty  at  and  about  the  tiinn  of  tlie  dcstnictiou  of  the 
public  property  at  Norfolk;" 

Ou  tlie  nth  of  Ajiril  1  received  at  the  Navy  Uepartment  in  Washing- 
ton two  sets  of  orders — one,  which  was  to  g"  on  tile,  simply  ordeiing  me 
to  report  to  Commodore  McCauley  for  teuiporaiy  duty,  and  tlie  other 
directing  me  to  take  the  jl/crr/w«(7r  to  l'lithide!)diia  for  repairs.  This 
last  order,  or  private  instructions,  was  written  by  the  chief  clerk  him- 
self, and  it  was  intended  that  no  one  else,  either  about  the  Department 
or  elsewlieie,  should,  on  ac(;oniit  of  the  exi'itement  at  Norfolk,  know  of 
their  existence;  still,  to  my  surprise,  all  Norfolk  seemed  to  be  full  of  it 
when  I  arrived  there,  and  tiiey  hitd  made  up  their  minds  to  stop  the 
ship,  having  already  placed  obstructions  in  the  river  and  set  on  foot 
other  warlike  jireparatious.  Finding  that  my  movements  in  the  city 
were  watched  so  closely,  and  the  uttitude  of  the  people  toward  me  so] 
threatening,  I  destroyed  my  private  instructiims  and  took  uj)  my  abode 
at  the  navy  yanl  to  wait  for  the  ship. 

On  Thursday,  the  l.Sth,  Mr.  Ishcrwood  reported  that  the  Mfnimark, 
so  far  as  her  machinery  was  concerned,  was  ready  to  start,  lie  had 
steam  up  and  the  engines  working  at  tlie  wharf.  I  therefore  called 
upon  Gomniodore  Mc('auley  and  reported  to  liini  that  the  ship  was  ready 
and  that  I  only  waited  for  his  peiinission  to  take  her.  lie  hesitated  at 
first;  said  he  hail  not  made  up  his  mind  about  it;  that  he  thought  he 
should  rc(|iiii'e  her  for  the  defense  of  the  yard  ;  he  ('ould  put  her  guiia 
on  boani  of  her,  when  she  would  be  a  formidable  battery  in  any  attack 
that  might  be  made,  lie  thought,  too,  tluit  the  obstructions  which  had 
been  jilaced  in  the  river  wi're  enough  to  stop  her.  In  reply  to  Ibis  last 
objection  I  told  him  that  Lieutenant  Hurray,  first  lieutenant  of  the 
CumtH-rhind,  had,  at  my  reipiest,  examined  the  barrier  and  soninled  the 
whole  thing  out  that  morning  belbre  ilaylight.  and  hatl  found  a  place 
wide  enough  and  deep  enough  to  take  the  ship  through.  This  seemed 
to  make  some  imiires^ion  upon  the  commodore,  and  then,  ui>on  my 
apjiealiug  to  him  in  the  strongest  terms  to  let  me  have  the'sliip,  and 
setting  forth  the  |»ereinpt<*i'y  nature  of  the  orders  of  the  Navy  |ic|»art- 
ment,  lie  turned  to  Commodore  Peudcrgrast  and  Captain  Marston,  of 
the  CumherliiiKl,  who  were  present,  and  asked  their  advice  in  the  matter, 
when  it  was  dei-ided  that  1  might  take  the  ship  and  make  the  attemjit, 
at  least,  to  get  her  out.  Finding  that  she  had  no  guns  on  board,  1 
asked  the  commodure  for  two  ficldpieces,  which  he  told  me  to  get  from 
Commander  Tucker,  tlii^  ordnance  oflicer  of  the  yard;  and  there  being 
no  men  either  on  board  of  her  or  the  receiving  ship,  1  asked  Commodore 
Pendergrast  for  thirty,  to  be  returned  as  soiui  as  tha  ^fl:rt^illll^rk  wns 
anchored  under  the  guns  of  FNirtress  Monroe,  which  he  readily  assented 
to.  Captain  Marston  then  left  the  otlice  to  get  them  ready.  I  soon 
followed  him  to  make  my  preparations  for  starting,  and  sent  an  order 
on  board  to  be  ready  to  cast  olf  in  two  hours.  So  tiilly  impressed  was 
1  by  the  thickening  atmosphere  of  treason  anuiud  me  that  nothing  but 
prompt  and  immediate  action  would  sa\e  even  so  much  <if  tbat  vast 
amount  of  property,  that  1  iu.stnicted  Lieutenant  Alexander  Alurray, 
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who  hiid  vuliiiiteered  to  aceompauy  mo  as  far  as  Fortress  Monroe,  to  go 
on  witb  hit*  iiLgotiatioiis  witli  a  ef-rtaiii  pilot  for  taking  the  ship  out, 
autlioriziujj  Iriin  to  oft'or  81,000  lor  the  Mirrimack  and  twice  that  sum, 
together  with  a  jihice  in  tlu'.  Navy  for  liftr,  if  we  succeeded  in  getting 
the  (Irrmtiiitoicn  out  also.  1  theu  went  iu  pursuit  of  tlm  ordnance  and 
executive  otticera  of  the  yard.  The  lir.st  named  ihrew  all  sorts  of 
obstacles  iu  the  way  of  my  gcttinj;  tll(^  Ruus,  and  the  other  could  not  he 
found.  Till)  (irst  lieutenant,  in  answer  In  my  applii'atiou  to  Ini  vc  the  ship 
wiudeil  and  fasts  sinfj;k'd,  as  she  was  chained  (o  the  wharf  with  her  head 
upstream,  said  I  must  apply  to  Conniiandcr  Kohlt,  wliom  1  soon  alter  met 
comiiifi  outof  tlK>  conimiindant's  ollice  witli  tlio  intcJiigence  that  I  could 
not  have  the  ship ;  that  the  commodore  had  altered  his  mind  and  ordered 
the  tires  to  lie  drawn,  rnwiliinj'  to  believe  in  the  correctness  of  Com- 
umiider  Itobb's  statement,  whose  loyalty  I  hatl  hetfan  tn  doubt,  1  called 
niKUi  the  commodore  aj;ain  and  found  it  was  too  true;  the  fatal  order  had 
been  given  which  resulted  in  the  loss  to  us  of  one  of  the  finest  ships  in 
the  Navy.  Fiiuling  that  my  mission  was  ended,  I  obtained  leave  from 
tlie  commodore,  and  the  same  night  iir(»cecded  tu  llaltinioie,  arriving 
early  next  morning  (the  iUth)  at  VVasliiugton,  when  I  made  a  verbal 
report  In  you,  as  well  as  to  the  Cabinet,  which  w;is  theu  in  session,  and 
before  which  I  was  called,  of  all  ihe  facts  of  the  case,  which  were  sub- 
stantially tlie  same  as  are  contained  in  this  report.  1  then  received  a 
verbal  order  to Jttin  the  expedition  which  was  at  that  time  lifting  out, 
and  whi<'h  left  "Washington  the  same  evening  in  the  J')iintrfii\tv  Norfolk. 
Occupying  a  subonlinate  place  in  it,  ;ind  presuming  that  tlieseniitrofli- 
cers  have  made  full  and  (■ircumstantial  reiiorts<if  all  that  subsei|Heu(Iy 
wcurred,  it  will  hardly  be  ex]ieeted  or  necessary  for  me  to  go  into  par- 
ticulars, and  I  therefruM'  shall  touch  niion  only  one  circunistancu  in  that 
connection,  which  will  be  to  show  that  roinmodore  IMc(Jaidey  was  fully 
under  the  im|iression  that  we  had  gtme  there  with  our  force  to  hold  and 
protect  the  yard.  With  that  comforting  idea  he  had  gone  to  rest  with 
his  brave  little  boy  at  hia  side  for  the  lirst  time  after  many  sleepless 
and  anxious  nights;  but  when  I  called  upon  him  after  midnight  to  tell 
bini  that  the  time  f<ir  his  departure  had  come,  that  we  were  about  to 
apply  the  torch  to  the  yard,  he  was  completely  overcome  with  chagrin 
and  mortilication.  and  exceedtiif;ly  averse  to  leaving  his  jtost  without 
tirst  making  some  >tand  to  <lereiid  the  yard  against  any  and  all  comers. 
As  the  question,  "Why  didn't  the  commodoie  let  you  (me)  have  that 
8hi|»r'  has  been  often  asked,  c(Mi]iled  always  with  an  expression  of  the 
utiuiist  confidence  in  his  honor  and  patriotism,  I  must  beg  leave, 
although  this  report  has  assumed  proportimis  much  larger  than  I 
intended,  to  record  my  ojtinion  of  the  iuflnences  at  work  in  the  coinnu)- 
dore's  mind.  I  believe — indeed,  I  know — that  the  old  hero  who  has 
fought  so  well  for  his  etaintry  could  ha\e  none  but  the  best  and  purest 
motives  in  all  he  did;  but  he  was  surrounde<l  by  masked  traitors,  whom 
lie  did  not  suspect,  and  iu  whose  advice  be  thcuight  there  was  safety; 
the  cry,  too.  was  raise«l,  and  in  everybody's  moutli,  oflicers  and  all,  "If 
they  move  that  ship  (the  MrrrinKwh)  it  will  bring  on  a  collision  with 
tlie  jMiople  outside,  who  are  all  ready,  if  anything  of  the  kind  is  done, 
to  take  tbe  yard."*  Besides,  (Jommodore  Paulding,  whom  I  accom- 
panied to  Norfolk,  expresses]  the  idea  that  if  we  could  not  do  anything 
better  she  (the  Mm-imack),  with  her  guns  on  board,  would  makeagoiul 
battery  for  the  defense  of  the  yard.  This  oj)iniou  influenced  Commo- 
dore McCauley  not  a  little.  Again,  seeing  me  alone  ami  single  handeil, 
with  no  pilot  even  (the  govenuu-  of  the  State  having  forbidden  their 
taking  any  meuof-wai"  to  sea),  might  he  not  be  excused,  under  the  eir 
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cumstances,  lor  iluiihtiti^j  my  ])ower  to  carry  tliat  large  ship  safely 
through  a  uarrow  cliauiiel  and  across  a  barrier  which  these  traitors  had 
re|)resented  to  him  to  he  impassable?  His  remark  when  he  told  me  to 
take  the  ship  I  am  snre  will  justify  such  a  couelusioii,  although  I  am 
certain  I  could  have  gott-eii  the  8hi|)  out.  EIc  said,  after  hesitating 
some  time,  ''Take  her,  and  if  you  can't  get  lier  out  Imrn  her,"  show- 
ing that  he  had  doubts  of  my  ultimate  success,  and  knowing  at  the  same 
time  that  if  she  ouce  got  beyond  his  reach  she  would  be  lost  to  him  as 
a  defense  to  the  yard,  and  if  I.  in  carrying  out  his  instructions,  got 
into  trouble  and  foutid  it  necessary  to  burn  her,  she  would  be  an  entire 
loss  to  the  (lovcrunient. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  not  let  the  opportunity  pass  without  bringing 
to  your  notice  the  services  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  of  the  f'limlterhind, 
who  came  forward  with  the  utmost  promptness  and  offered  bis  aid  in 
any  manner  in  which  it  could  be  made  available. 

I  am,  very  resiMJctfidly,  yom-  obedieiit  servant, 

James  Alden, 
Commander,  U.  <S'.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Set'ri'tari/  of  tlie  Nary. 


Teatiinoiiy  of  Hon.  Isaac  Tonoey  before  the  oomminee  of  the  United  States  Senate  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  dronnutancea  attending  the  destmotian  and  abandonment  of  Uie  navy 
yard  at  Noifolk,  Va. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey  having  been  sworn,  in  answer  to  interrogatories 
gave  the  following  testimony: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Kale  : 
Question.  When  were  you  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Unit«d  Stat«sT 
Answer.  From  Marcti,  1857,  (<>  Mar<li,  IS61. 

Question.  When  did  you  lirst  have  any  apprehensions  for  the  safety 
of  the  navy  yard  at  Sforfolk,  and  what  measures  did  you  take  to 
secure  itt 

Anawer.  The  navy  yard  at  GoHport  [Norfolk]  was  not.  as  I  thought,  in  .iny  danger 
till  Virginia  nhoiilil  eerede  from  the  Union.  It  was  belinred  to  he  fully  protoi-ted  by 
the  I'ennnylvania.  tho  I'li/muiilh,  tlu!  Mrrriniavk,  and  the  niarinM  Btaticinp(l  tliere.  The 
Cumberland  bad  arrived  tberi-  before  the  navy  yard  vva,s  abaudooed.  1  bad  no  doubt 
■boiit  the  safety  of  tbe  yard.  I  tonk  the  prerantion  to  send  a  very  rapable  and 
faithful  oflicerof  the  Navy,  Cajitaiu  Powell,  npon  a  secret  mission  to  the  yard,  to 
confer  with  tbe  veterau  ollu  cr,  t'uimnodoro  Mct'auley,  who  was  in  coiniiiaDd  there, 
and  to  sec  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  scenre  its  safety.  IHh  report  was  entirely 
satisfactory  to  ine.  I  Wiut  aware  that  a  lun^iderable  ])url)on  of  the  Home  Sqnadrou 
and  naval  force  at  borne  lould  bu  calU'd  in  aid  should  occasion  rei|nire  it.  Tbe  Home 
Squadron  was  uuusually  larg<^.  It  ci>n«ir<ted  of  the  I'mrhiititii,  Hahine,  lirooklyn,  St. 
Lottit,  I'orahonlat,  I'awnie,  Slohtiirk,  Wairr  ll'ilch,  If'ytindoltt;  Crutader,  Cumberland, 
Maredonian,  and  Supply — most  of  tbeiu  stcaiusbijis.  l"be  slooji  of  war  I'lymouth.  the 
practice  ship,  was  in  good  condition  at  Norfolk.  Tbo  steamer  .Anaciislia  was  in  com- 
mission at  Washington  The  frigate  CoiiKlihiliini,  btiviug  been  thoroughly  repaired, 
waa  anchored  at  Annapolis  in  aid  of  the  Naval  .ttadcniy.  The  griMit  steamships 
Colorado,  Miunrmla.  and  MianUtiiipi,  at  Boston,  and  the  ll'ahaxh,  at  New  York,  had  been 
thoroughly  repaired  and  secureil  and  fould  be  put  to  sea  in  two  weeks;  the  Merri- 
mack, at  Norfolk,  in  three  weeks,  and  tbe  lioanoke,  in  dock  at  New  York,  in  five  or  six 
weeks.  Of  the  above  ve.>isels,  constituting  the  ready  naval  fon-c  at  hoiue,  lift.een  are 
steamers.  That  fori'c  was  equal  to  any  entergoncy  likely  to  arise.  I  tbink  it  could 
not  havo  been  great-er  without  withdrawing  or  crippling  the  squadrons  on  foreign 
stations  and  neglecting  the  protection  of  our  couinicrce  and  our  citif.en.n  in  foreign 
porta.    The  Moditerraueau  Squodiuu  cousiated  of  bat  three  shipb;  the  Uracil  Squad- 
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ron  of  tiiree  ships  ouly;  tbo  Host  India  Snuudron  of  four  ithipH  only;  the  Pacifin 
Squadron  of  »iix  Hbips  only  for  the  whole  couHtof  North,  South,  and  Central  Auierii'a; 
and  the  Afrii-uu  Sijutulroti  of  Aoveu  veMtols,  being  Homowhut  less  than  re(|uired  by  our 
trejity  with  Great  liritaio.  There  were  at  the  uiivy  yard  eight  old  shipB  of  the  line 
not  lit  for  Ken  sorvioe,  wliicli  uiight  be  ronvcrted  into  clVoitivo  steam  ft'igates,  as  I  ' 
recommended  in  my  uuiiuiil  report  of  Deeouiber,  186().  There  were  nUo  five  frig»t«a] 
out  of  repair,  whirb  I  ul.'^oreroioiiieuded  should  bora/.ocd  and  converted  inloefUcient 
sloops  of  war.  Hoth  these  ineaaures  were  reiommended  by  a  bonnlof  naval  oflirers, 
but  Congress  did  not  make  the  neiessary  appropriation.  There  were  also  six  sloops 
of  war  whicli  had  within  a  fnw  months  previous  roturued  from  their  regular  cruises 
on  the  coasts  of  .\frica  and  .South  America  and  the  East  and  West  Indies,  lying  at  the 
navy  yards,  which  perhaps  might  have  been  repaired,  but  the  Department  bad  not 
the  means.  Congress  had  cut  down  the  appropriations  for  the  current  year  a  milliim 
dollars  below  the  estimates,  not  anticipating,  probably,  the  necessity  which  subse- 
quently occurred. 

Question.  Did  ymi  ever  receive  auy  notice  from  any  officer  of  the 
Navy  that  further  sujiplies  of  lueu  or  meaus  were  wanted  at  Norfolk 
for  the  jirotection  of  the  yard? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  recollection. 

Question.  Please  state  as  nearly  as  you  can  the  report  which  Oaptain 
Powell  brought  to  yon  on  his  return  from  Norfolk. 

Answt^r.  1  hiul  a  long  confereni'e  with  him,  tbo  jiartiiulars  of  which  1  am  unable 
to  rectdtcct.  HIh  report,  whatever  [however],  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  me — I  mean 
as  to  the  safety  of  the  yard. 

Question.  Was  the  condition  of  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  or  the  neces- 
sity of  takinp  measures  for  its  protection  ever  the  subject  of  Cabinet 
discussion  wliile  you  were  Secretary  of  the  Navy  t 

.\nswer.  I  have  no  pcrsuual  objection  to  answering  that  question,  but  I  think  I  am 
not  ut  liberty  to  do  so. 

I.   TOUCEV. 


Letter  (rom  Lieutenant  Trenehard,  U.  8,  Navy,  oommanding  TT.  8.  8.  Keystone  State,  to  Captain 
Dn  Pont,  n.  8.  Navy,  relative  to  the  destrootion  of  the  HorfoUc  navy  yard. 

Private  and  conMential.]  [U.  8.  S.l  Keystone  State, 

New  York;  April  20,  1861. 

Dear  Captain:  I  write  to  say  that  we  have  just  arrivetl  and  will 
return  to  \Vashiii};;ton  early  on  Monday  morning,  and  if  you  have  any 
dispatches  for  the  nei)artinent  I  will  be  most  happy  to  take  charge  of 
them  and  deliver  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Direct  to  me  at 
the  navy  yard,  New  York. 

We  rea<-hed  Norfolk  too  late  to  participate  in  the  destruction  of  the 
navy  yard,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  wo  rendered  good  service  in 
getting  the  Ctimherhiml  over  the  sunken  vessels  on  the  bar.  Commo- 
dore Paulding  hoisted  his  (lag  on  board  and  we  conveyed  him,  together 
with  the  oHicers  and  marines,  fi-om  the  Norfolk  yard  and  Pennsylrania 
to  Wa.sbingt<in. 

We  were  very  much  surprised  on  reaching  Washington  to  find  that 
all  the  otticcTK  attached  to  the  yard,  with  the  excei)tiou  of  the  two  ord- 
nance otticers,  had  resigned.  Every  ofliccr  from  Virginia  and  several 
from  Jfaryland  have  deserted  our  ranks. 

A  sa<l  static  of  things! 

The  mails  have  been  interrupted,  the  wires  cut,  and  the  Departments 
have  had  no  reliable  information  from  auy  quarter  tor  several  days. 
The  light-boats  in  the  Poloma<'  and  off  Smith's  Point  have  been  burned, 
and  I  suppose  the  next  move  will  be  to  destroy  the  light-houses. 
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We  have  bronglit  up  a  larpe  niail  and  will  take  back  to  Washington 
a  supply  of  provisions. 

I  have  been  appointed  by  the  Department  to  the  command  of  the 
Key»t*tni-  Stntt;  and  hope  I  may  be  able  to  render  some  im]>ortant  serv- 
ice.    I  reque8te<l  that  you  uii^'ht  l>e  ofticially  informed  of  the  orders. 

Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  forward  me  at  New  York  written  orders  for 
the  ollifrers  you  detailed  for  this  vessel,  so  that  they  may  receive  their 
sea  payt 

Promotions  to  fill  vacancies  are  to  be  made  at  once. 
Believe  me  to  remain,  yours,  very  truly, 

S.  1).  Tbenchabd. 

Captain  Dtt  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy.] 

Truxtun  will  jjive  you  all  the  news. 

I  seud  Truxtuu  uu  with  disputclies  foryoursclf  and  General  Patterson. 


Baport  of  Sulmakar  M&oll,  0.  S.  Navy,  of  his  escape  from  Hoifolk. 

Philadelphia,  April  2f),  IftSl, 

8tK:  I  would  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  that  I  left  Norfolk 
on  Monday  evening  with  lo.ss  of  my  furniture  and  clothing,  whicli  I 
was  oblif^ed  to  leave  in  order  to  escape  arrest,  which  was  sought,  in 
consequence  of  acts  oi)posed  to  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  asser- 
tions 1  Jiiid  niatle  loyal  to  mj'  country.  On  Sunday  and  Monday  I  was 
sheltered  by  the  foreman  of  the  sail  loft,  an<l  while  there  I  was  several 
times  called  for  by  the  very  men  who  in  my  gang  patrolled  the  yard  but 
a  few  niglits  previous. 

On  Monday  evening  I  applied  to  the  mayor  for  a  pass,  aa  I  knew  I 
was  not  safe  without  it.  He  referred  my  case  to  Colonel  ITodge^s,  and 
he  said  there  was  no  order  issued  for  my  arrest.  The  njayor  asked  me  if 
I  had  resigned.  I  told  him  1  had.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  liad  anytliing 
to  do  with  the  destruction  of  the  property.  1  told  him  I  had  not. 
Both  were  false;  yet  it  was  the  only  way  to  prevent  my  being  taken  a 
l)iisoner.  The  men  wtio  were  watching  for  me  knew  better,  and  to 
avoid  them  J  disguised  myself  and  went  on  lioard  the  steamer  on  the 
forward  gang  i)liink  wliile  men  were  waiting  for  me  at  the  atter  one, 
anil  on  account  of  my  utter  destitution  I  did  not  reai-h  tliis  city  utstil 
Saturday. 

At  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  the  yard  I  had  the  flags  of  the 
^fcrl^itnflck  at  my  dwelling  about  half  finished;  those  1  left  in  <'liarge 
of  Mr.  Thomas  <".  Deairs.  who  was  my  forenmn.  He  has  faitlifnlly 
promised  to  take  care  of  them  until  such  time  as  ha  can  deliver  them 
over  to  the  oflicers  of  the  Fedci-al  (lovernnient,  but  begged  that  I  would 
not  send  for  them  at  present,  as,  if  known  by  the  authorities  at  Norfolk, 
it  would  ju-obably  cause  a  conUscation  of  his  property. 

Address  southeast  corner  of  Eighth  and  Chestnut  streets,  Philadel- 
phia. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

William  N.  Maull, 
Sailmaker,  U.  IS,  Navff^ 

Hon,  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  U,  H.  l^avy,  Washington,  JD.  C. 


■ 


Wash  INC.  TON,  May  2, 1S61. 

My  Dear  Sib:  I  have  not  seen  tbe  editorial  in  yuur  paper  which 
is  spoken  of  by  your  friends  as  evidently  a  rMisai)|)rcUension  of  the  fa*;t8 
relating  to  tbe  destruction  of  the  ptiblie  property  at  the  Norfolk  navy 
yaril.  I  therefore  take  tbe  liberty  to  send  you  a  hasty  sketch,  which  is 
all  that  I  have  time  to  do. 

On  Tuesday  I  was  sent  to  Norfolk  with  special  dispatches  to  the  offi- 
cers in  command  of  the  yard  and  frigate  Vumlierhutdy  and  to  confer 
and  advise  with  them.  A  threatening  and  hostile  spirit  seemed  to 
pervade  tbe  vicinity  of  the  yard,  and  tbe  public  property  seemed  ia 
some  jeopard}',  and  all  practicable  arrangements  were  made  for  its 
defense.  The  officers  on  the  Cumberland,  five  commanders  and  one 
lieutenant,  men  that  I  had  knowii  and  esteemed  for  their  honor  from 
boyhood,  told  me  that  although  they  were  painfully  situated  they  would 
defend  tbe  public  property  to  tbe  last.  On  tbe  same  day  this  pledge 
was  given  I  left  for  Washington,  arriving  on  tbe  day  following.  With 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  1  went  immediately  to  tbe  I'resident,  stated 
the  case  of  the  officers,  who  were  all  Southern  men,  and  the  President 
said  at  once  that  the  oflicers  must  be  relieved  by  others  from  the  North. 
Before  any  action  could  be  taken  the  iiifbrmatiou  arrived  by  the  boat 
on  the  following  day  that  tbe  officers  bad  all  resigned,  and  that  the 
attempt  to  put  tbe  guu.s  of  the  MvrrinKtck  on  her  deck  was  so  repre- 
seuteil  by  parties  in  the  yard  as  being  cause  of  collision  by  parties 
from  outside  that  tbe  order  was  couutermaudeil.  The  8t«am  was  got 
up  on  board  of  her  to  bring  her  out  of  the  harbor,  a  commander  and 
engineers  having  been  sent  for  that  purpose,  and  her  departure  was 
forbidden.  It  was  in  this  condition  of  things  that  1  was  ordered  on 
Friday,  the  19th  ultimo,  to  take  the  war  steamer  Patcnee,  of  eight  guns, 
jiroceed  to  Norfolk,  and  bring  from  thence  the  ships  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment in  rea<liness  for  sea.  Besides  the  splendid  steamer  Merrinuiok, 
there  was  tbe  twenty-gun  ship  Germantown,  twenty-gun  ship  Plymouth, 
and  brig  Dolphin.  On  Saturday  night  at  8  o'clock  I  arrived  with  the 
Patcnee  alongside  of  the  yard,  and  to  uiy  amazement  and  chagrin  found 
that  all  these  ships  had  been  scuttled  two  or  three  hours  before,  and 
were  fast  sinking  and  could  not  be  saved.  This  bad  been  done  by  the 
officers  in  command,  to  save  the  ships  from  falling  into  the  handsof  those 
who  threatened  to  take  the  yard.  Aimed  men  were  said  to  be  in  the 
vicinity,  but  1  did  not  see  any,  nor  did  I  witness  any  hostile  demonstra- 
tion, except  by  a  llag  of  truce  that  promised  we  should  not  be  molested 
if  we  desisted  from  tbe  destruction  of  jiublic  property.  At  this  time 
the  frigate  Cumberland  was  lying  with  her  broadside  bearing  on  the 
yard.  As  vessels  were  employeti  night  and  day  in  sinking  wrecks  in 
two  of  the  narrowest  parts  of  the  channel  of  Elizabeth  River,  and  had 
already  greatly  obstructed  it,  it  was  apjjarcnt  that  to  save  the  Ot/micr- 
laud  it  was  necessary  to  tow  her  out  with  the  Pawnee,  and  it  was 
I'qmilly  apparent  that  the  <mly  way  to  keep  the  sunken  vessels,  hulks, 
and  Government  jiroperty  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  people  hostile 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  to  destroy  it.  It  was  a 
sad  necessity,  but  deeming  it  an  imperative  duty,  I  did  not  for  a  moment 
hesitate  in  its  performance,  and  with  the  Cumberland  out  of  danger, 
the  arrangement  having  been  made,  the  ships  and  buildings  were  tired. 
This  is  a  plain  narrative  of  tbe  whole  tiansaction. 

H.  Paulding. 
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Confederate  reportti  and  correapondmice  relative  to  the  destruction  and 
abandonment  of  Norfolk  nary  yard. 

[Telegrun.] 

Norfolk,  April  32, 1861. 

North  left  for  Charleston  to-day;  I  answer  jour  dispatch.  The  Penn- 
aylrania,  Merrimack,  Gerniantoicit,  Raritan,  Vohimbia,  and  Dolphin  are 
burned  to  the  water's  edge  and  sunk.  The  Delaware,  ColumhuH,  and 
J'lymouth  are  sunk.  All  can  be  raised;  the  Plymouth  ea.sily;  not 
much  injured.  The  Gcrmatituiru  enished  and  sunk  by  the  falling  of 
shears.  Her  liattery,  new  and  complete,  uninjured  by  Are;  can  be 
rei'overed.  The  most  abominable  vamlalism  at  the  yard.  Destruction 
less  tbau  might  be  exitected.  The  two  lower  ship  houses  burned,  with 
the  Neic  York\  line  of  battle  ship,  on  the  stocks.  Also  the  rigging  loft, 
sail  loft,  and  gun  carriage  depot,  with  all  the  pivot  gun  carriages  and 
many  others.  No  other  buildin^is  bui-ned.  The  metal  work  of  the  car- 
riages will  be  recovered;  moat  of  it  good.  About  4,(10(1  shells  thrown 
overboard;  can  be  recovered.  The  Ui'rmanloini'fi  battery  will  be  up 
and  ready  for  service  to-morrow.  lu  ordnani'.e  building  all  small  arms 
broken  and  thrown  overboard  will  be  lislied  up.  The  brass  howitzers 
thrown  overboard  are  np.  The  Merrimack  has  11,200 10-pouiid  cai'tiidge.S 
in  her  magazine  in  water-tight  tanks.  The  ttag  of  Virginia  tloats  over 
the  yard.  t)nly  eight  guns,  32-pounder8,  destroyed;  about  l,OlM»ormore 
from  11  inch  to  .'ili-ixmnders  taken,  and  ready  for  our  cause.  Many  of 
them  are  reatly  in  batteries.  We  saved  about  l.'iO  gun  carriages;  all 
saved  at  St.  Helena  [  Va.].  Many  tliousauds  of  shells  and  shot,  fnuu 
11-inch  to  ■■32-pouiHlers,  safe.  Al!  the  machinery  uninjured.  Magazine 
captured,  with  2,(HtO  barrels  of  powder  and  vast  tuunbersof  shells  and 
quantities  of  tixed  aniniunition.  An  attem|)t  made  to  blow  up  the  dry 
dock  Jailed.  E\erylhiug  broken  that  they  could  break.  Private  truuks 
broken  open  and  othccrs'  clothing  and  that  of  their  wives  stolen. 

Glorious  news!  General  Gwynn  Just  read  me  a  t«legram;  it  cornea 
from  a  reliable  source;  the  New  York  Regiment,  attempting  to  march 
through  Maryland,  was  met  half  way  between  Marlborough  and  Annapo- 
lis and  cut  all  to  pieces. 

G.  T.   SlNCLAIB. 

8.  E.  Mallobt, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Beport  of  M«jor-0«iieral  Taliaferro,  of  Viigina  Proviiional  Army,  to  the  governor  of  Virginia, 
of  the  oooupation  of  the  Horfolk  navy  yard  and  regarding  aSalrt  in  Norfolk. 

Kl(3liMOND,  Va.,  April  23,  1^61. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  I 
proceeded  to  Norfolk  on  the  night  of  the  18th  instant  to  assume  com- 
mand of  such  troops  of  the  State  as  should  be  ordered  into  service  at 
that  point,  and  t^)  determine  what  course  should  be  pursued  with  refer- 
ence to  the  existing  difficulties  at  that  place. 

I  was  accompanied  by  Captain  Pegrara,  of  the  navy  of  Virginia, 
who  had  been  ordered  by  you  to  cooperate  with  me  in  all  necessary 
naval  operations. 

I  reached  Norfolk  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  and  found  the 
city  in  a  state  of  great  ext;iten)ent,  wtiicli  had  jjroceeded  to  such  an 
extent  that  in  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  the  affairs  of  the  town  had  lieen 
committed  to  the  management  of  a  committee  of  safety,  composed  of 
■ome  of  the  most  respectable  and  intelligent  citizens. 


Tlie  cause  of  tbia  oxriteiiient  was  the  inaupiinition  of  certain  demon- 
strations apiainst  tlie  Wnsliiiij^ton  Goveriinient  by  tLe  sinking  of  nhips 
in  the  liailior  l)y  citizens  of  tlie  town  in  tlie  cliannel  of  tbe  river  some  9 
miles  below  the  city,  thus  attemptiug  to  prevent  the  egress  of  the  ves- 
sels of  war  from  the  harbor. 

1  fimnd  the  military  force  of  the  city,  none  of  which  had  been  called 
into  service,  to  consist  of  a  battalion  of  volunteers  and  a  few  detached 
comitaiiics,  in  all  iiuniberinfr  not  a  great  deal  over  300  men,  and  the 
lorce  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth  to  consist  of  a  regiment  of  volunteers 
of  about  the  same  strength. 

The  militia  of  the  two  towns  were  without  arms,  and  there  was  no 
naval  force  in  the  State  service  to  cooperate  with  me. 

Tlie  only  artillery  consisted  of  a  few  <J  pounder  tieldpieces. 

The  harbor  of  Norfolk  and  approaches  thereto  were  entirely  unpro- 
tected against  attack  from  Federal  vessels.  There  were  no  works  in 
condition  at  Craney  Island,  Fort  Norfolk,  or  any  point  comman<ling  the 
main  channel,  and  even  had  these  works  been  in  perfect  preservation 
we  Lad  no  heavj'  ordnance  with  which  to  maketbeni  available.  On  the 
east,  frouting  the  sea  and  Lynn  Haven  Bay,  the  city  was  open  to  attack 
by  a  force  landing  at  those  jioints,  and  a  large  force  had  already  reeu- 
forced  Fort  Monroe  and  might  at  any  time  menace  tbe  city  from  that 
direction. 

Od  the  other  hand,  the  navy  yard,  occupying  an  area  of  90  acres,  and 
fronting  upon  Elizabeth  Kiver,  whilst  it  was  garrisoned  by  only  a  small 
force  of  marines,  aud  protected  on  the  land  side  by  a  trifling  brick  wall, 
was  commanded  and  covered  entirely  by  the  ships  of  war  stretched  out 
along  the  river,  their  heavy  batteries  bearing  upon  all  parts  of  it.  These 
ships  had  springs  upon  their  cables  with  which  to  maneuver,  had  net- 
ting with  which  to  resist  boarding,  and  were  using  every  precaution  of 
guard  boats,  sentries,  etc.,  to  prevent  surprise. 

The  force  on  the  shi|m  and  in  the  yard  was  about  GOO  men;  but  there 
was  another  element  of  the  numerical  strength  of  the  place  to  be  con- 
sidered, in  tbe  political  opinions  and  sympathies  of  many  of  tbe  oper- 
atives in  tbe  yard  not  citizens  of  Virginia. 

In  this  condition  of  aflairs  the  alternative  was  presented  either  of 
attempting  to  take,  by  boaidiiig,  the  ships  of  war  which  commanded 
the  yard,  or  of  waiting  until  such  heavy  ordnance  could  be  procured 
as  would  enable  me  to  erect  batteries  with  which  to  ci)mmand  the  ships, 
as  well  as  to  protect  the  harbor  aiul  keep  otf  reeiilbrcements,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  give  me  the  opportunity  of  assembling  such  force  as  could 
protect  the  land  approaches  and  justify  me  in  making  a  denmnd  for  the 
surrender  of  the  ships  aud  yard,  which  demand  could  be  enforced  if 
rejected. 

Notwithstanding  the  excitement  and  eagerness  of  some  ill-advised 
persons  for  immediate  hostile  action,  I  regarded  the  latter  as  the  wiser 
plan  under  the  circumstances,  subject,  however,  to  be  modified  by  sub- 
sequent events. 

To  have  boarded  the  ships  would  have  required,  by  the  estimate  of 
some  of  the  most  experienced  naval  officers,  at  least  800  men — sailors, 
or  such  men  as  were  familiar  with  boats.  We  were  entirely  without 
such  force,  and  I  regarded  it  as  impracticable  to  board  with  volun- 
teer troops  unaccustomed  to  boats  or  vessels,  unless  such  force  were 
overwhelming. 

The  marine  force  in  the  yard  was  inappreciable,  in  my  estimate,  as  it 
would  have  required  only  a  few  minutes  to  have  overpowered  them  and 
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possessed  ourselves  of  the  yard ;  but  the  condition  to  be  satisfied  was 
the  iibility  to  hold  the  place  under  the  batteries  of  the  ships.  This  I 
believed  imi)racticable. 

In  this  view  I  was  sustained  by  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  Captain 
Pegram  that  it  would  be,  in  liia  opinion,  unwise  to  iuaugunite  oflensive 
ojjerations  with  less  than  5,000  men,  uusupportetl  by  heavy  artillery. 
Other  officers  gave  much  higher  estinaates. 

I  therefore  telegraphed  your  excellency  of  the  defenseless  condition 
of  the  I'ities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  and  urged  that  heavy  guns 
should  bo  sent  with  which  to  protect  the  aiiproaches  to  the  harbor  and 
to  arm  a  fleldwork  1  had  projected  at  a  iMiiut  called  St.  Helena,  com- 
manding the  naval  anchorage  and  navy  yard;  and  I  also  ordered  the 
Petersburg  battalion.  Major  [David  A.]  Weisiger,  to  proceed  to  Norfolk, 
which  force,  when  it  arrived,  I  atationed  in  the  rear  of  the  city  of  Nor- 
folk to  observe  any  threatened  attack  from  Fort  Monroe. 

Knowing  how  important  it  was  to  secure  a  supply  of  powder  for  the 
State,  I  deterniiiied  to  seize  the  powder  magazine  at  old  Fort  Norfolk, 
and  accordingly,  on  the  night  of  the  19th,  I  directed  Captain  [Geo.] 
Terry  Sinclair,  of  the  Navy,  to  proceed  to  the  magazine  with  Captain 
Taylor's  company  of  infantry,  to  bo  so  disposed  as  to  prevent  attack; 
and  I  directed  Captain  Harrison,  of  the  Navy,  to  impress  the  Glen 
Cove  steamer,  and  with  Captain  [Jacctb]  Vickery's  company  of  artillery 
and  two  fi-ponnder  pieces  to  watch  the  harbor  and  fire  into  any  boats 
fiom  the  navy  yard  which  might  attempt  to  land  at  the  magazine. 

This  duty  was  performed  without  any  attempt  at  resistance,  and 
about  1,:}00  barrels  of  pnwder  transferred  tolightcrs  and  ves.sels, and  sent 
to  Ilichmond  on  the  L'Oth.  The  residue,  estimated  at  over  l,5(Kt  barrels, 
was  transported  in  carts  to  a  point  beyond  the  range  of  the  guns  from 
the  water. 

To  accom[)li9h  this  it  was  necessary  to  press  into  the  service  of  the 
State  all  the  carts  and  horses  whicli  could  be  procured. 

Thewhole  volunteer  force  of  Norfolk,  under  Major  Taylor,  was  ordered 
out  to  aid  in  removing  the  powder  from  the  magazine,  all  of  whom 
worked  with  extraordinary  zeal  and  uncomplaining  patience,  notwith- 
standing the  severe  labor  and  danger  they  encountered.  A  quantity 
of  ordnance  stores  were  removed  at  the  same  time. 

Ascertaining  thatone32  jmuuderand  ten  18-pounder  jiieces  had  been 
found  in  the  old  custom-hou.se,  I  directed  carriages  to  be  immediately 
constructed  for  them,  and  ordered  them  to  be  placed  in  battery  at  old 
Fort  Norfolk  as  soon  as  tluv  powder  was  removed.  The  guns  were 
transported  to  the  fort  on  the  20th,  but  were  not  pat  into  battery  until 
next  day. 

I  did  not  think  it  prudent  at  that  time  to  throw  up  eai'thworks  at 
Craney  Island  or  any  other  point,  because  in  answer  to  my  telegrams  I 
was  informed  that  the  freshet  in  James  River  rendered  it  impossible  to 
transport  the  guns  from  Belloua  Arsenal  fVa.],  and  it  was  useless 
to  expose  the  working  parties  to  attack  until  I  had  pieces  to  mount, 
when  the  works  could  be  speedily  erected  under  cover  of  night,  and 
without  loss. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when,  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  the 
sloop  of  war  Pawnei',  juvssiug  the  ob.structions  in  the  harbor,  steamed 
up  to  the  navy  yard  with  a  force  of  5()0  men,  shortly  alter  which, 
under  the  orders  of  Flag-Oflicer  Paulding,  was  inaugurated  and  in  part 
consummated  one  of  the  mosi  cowardly  and  disgraceful  acts  which  has 
ev<'r  disgraced  the  Govcrumeut  of  a  civilized  people.  The  ships  of  war 
were  sank,  and  most  of  them  burned  at  anchor;  the  ship  houses  aud 
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some  other  property  fired ;  and  to  render  the  atrotity  of  the  act  still 
greater,  the  dry  dock  was  niiued,  aud  a  slow  matfh,  which  was  so 
arranged  as  not  to  ignite  the  train  until  our  people  should  have  filled 
the  yard  and  the  works  iu  their  efforts  to  save  the  Government  prop- 
erty, set  fire  to  and  left  burning. 

When  this  diabolical  mt  had  been  committed,  the  steamer,  with  the 
Cumberland  frigate  in  tow  and  the  whole  command  of  sailors  and 
marines  on  board,  passed  down  the  river,  and  in  the  course  of  that 
evening  anchored  niider  Fort  Monroe. 

I  immediately  directed  Colonel  [  Jas.  G.]  Hodges,  with  the  Portsmouth 
regiment,  to  take  possession  of  the  navy  yard,  to  endeavor  to  extin- 
guish the  flames  wherever  it  was  possible,  and  to  protect  the  Govern- 
ment property. 

Fortunately,  the  damage  was  not  so  great  as  that  at  first  appre- 
hended. Only  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  property,  with  the 
exception  of  the  ships,  was  destroyed,  and  some  of  the  ships  may  yet 
be  tnade  serviceable. 

Tv^-o  officers — GaptaiTi  Eodgers,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
and  Captain  Wright,  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States — were  taken 
prisoners,  having  been  cut  ofi'  from  the  ships  by  the  flames.  These 
gentlemen  I  sent,  under  charge  of  Major  Robins,  to  this  place  to  await 
the  decisiou  of  your  excellency  as  to  what  disposition  should  be  ulti- 
mately made  of  them. 

On  the  same  morning  I  directed  Colonel  fT.  M.  R.]  Talcott,  of  the 
Engineers,  to  proceed  with  a  force  of  militia  aud  with  all  the  negroes  I 
could  press  into  the  service  of  the  State  to  erect  earthworks  at  Iloa- 
pital  Point;  and,  under  the  snperintendene* of  Captain  Fairfax, of  our 
Navy,  1  ordered  heavy  guns  to  be  placed  in  battery  at  old  Fort  Nor- 
folk. I  also  directed  0»)!onel  Talcott,  under  cover  of  night,  to  proceed 
t<j  Craney  Island  and  repair  the  old  works  there,  aud  gave  orders  for 
the  immediate  mouutitig  of  as  many  pieces  as  would  be  necessary  to 
supply  the  several  works. 

it  was  wonderful  with  what  promptness  these  several  orders  were 
executed. 

Before  night,  with  the  large  force  employed,  considerable  progress 
had  been  made  on  the  works,  aud  many  guus  were  in  condition  to  be 
placed  iu  ixisitioii,  and  with  the  obstructions  in  the  channel,  placed 
under  the  supervision  of  Captain  Arthur  Sinclair,  I  regarded  the  city 
as  safe  from  any  immediate  attack. 

On  the  night  of  the  ^Ist  I  received  your  order  assigning  Major-General 
Gwynn  to  the  command,  and  on  the  22d,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
that  date,  returned  to  Richmond.  I  presume  Flag-Offlcer  Forrest,  who 
wsis  assigned  by  your  order  to  the  command  of  the  navy  yard,  will 
make  a  full  report  of  the  damage  done  to  and  return  a  schedule  of  the 
property  saved  and  on  hand  in  the  yard. 

I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  commenda- 
tion of  the  patriotism  aud  zeal  displayed  by  the  citizens  in  rendering 
assistance,  and  of  the  energy  which  characterizeil  the  commissary  aud 
quartermaster  departments  under  the  embarrassing  circumstances  of 
their  immediate  organization. 

The  engineer  department,  under  the  control  of  Colonel  Talcott, 
deserves  every  commendation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resjjectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*Wm.  B.  Taliafbebo, 

Major-  General, 

His  Excellency  John  Letcher, 

Governor  of  Virginia. 
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Letter  from  the  Attomey-OeneraJ  of  the  United  Statea  to  Commodore  Paulding,  V.  8.  Vilvj, 
transmitting  documents  relating  to  seinire  of  United  States  funds  at  the  Horfolk  navy  yftrd 
by  Captain  Forrest,  commanding  naval  forces  of  Virginia. 

Attoknet-Gknerai.'s  Office,  May  23, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  examined  with  some  care  the  papers  which  you  banded 
to  iiie  relative  to  tbe  |)roreediiif;s  of  (late)  Oaptaiu  French  Forrest  to 
get  public  money  out  of  the  hands  of  Purser  Doraii,  at  Norfolk. 

I  also  referred  the  matter  to  tlie  U.  S.  attorney  for  this  district  (to 
■whom,  indeed,  it  more  properly  belonged),  who  has  made  his  report  to 
the  eflect  that  by  the  laws  of  this  District  the  jtroce^ss  of  attachmeot 
will  not  reach  the  real  e8tat«  of  such  a  debtor,  but  his  chattel  interests 
only. 

In  prudence,  therefore,  I  decline  for  the  present  to  direct  any  action 
to  be  brought  against  Captain  Forrest;  and  1  herewith  return  the 
papers. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ei)w.  Bates. 

Commodore  Patjldikg, 

Navy  Departv/mnt, 

[B&oloeures.] 

Hdqss.  Major-Geneeal  Comdo.  Forces  m  Norfolk  Harbor, 

Norfolk,  April  2~',  1801. 
Paymaster:  You  will  leave  Norfolk  by  the  first  train. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  Gwynn, 
Major-Gencral,  Commanding  Forces  in  Norfolk  Harbor. 

Paymaster  Doran, 

Federal  Navy. 

N.  B, — Permission  granted  t^i  remain  two  days. 


N'ORFOLK,  April  23, 1861. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  prohibited  from   drawing  money  from   any 
hands  or  source  in  this  jilace  or  hiirbor  for  any  purpose  connected  with 
the  U.  S.  Government  at  Washington.    And  you  are  further  retjuired, 
with  the  least  practicable  delay,  to  leave  this  section  of  Virginia. 
Respectfully, 

Walter  Gwynn, 
Major- General,  Oommanding  Forces  in  Norfolk  Harbor. 

Purser  Doran, 

r.  S.  Navy. 


Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  April  23, 1861, 
Sir:  Yon  will  turn  over  to  Oai)tain  Itootes,  of  the  Virginia  navy, 
all  the  Federal  funds  iu  your  possession. 
By  order : 

Very  respectfully,  W.  F.  Lynch, 

Adjutant, 
Paymaster  Doran, 

Federal  Navy. 
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Navy  Yard,  Gospoet  [Norfolk],  April  23,  1861. 
SrR:  I  beg  lP4ive  resjject fully  to  enter  this  my  protest,  on  behalf  of 
the  Govertimetit  of  tlio  United  States  ami  my  securitifs,  against  the 
seizure  of  my  checks  luiiler  uoiiipulsiim,  one  on  the  depository,  Dalti- 
moie,  Md.,  Cor  $  18,750,  and  one  im  the  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  New  York,  for  ^1(M>^1,  both  payable  to  Captain  Thomas  B. 
liootes,  or  order,  under  your  order  of  this  dale;  also  jil8.(jl  in  sitecie. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servuut, 

Ed,  0.  DoEAN, 
Paymast^,  U.  8.  Navy, 
Commodore  F.  Forrest, 

Oonport  [Xorfolk]  Navy  Yard. 

Gospoet  Navt  Yard  [Norfolk],  April  33, 1861. 
This  is  to  certify  that  I  have,  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
taken  possession  of  $18,750  in  check  on  Baltimore,  and  $1U,(>31  in  check 
on  New  York,  Federal  property  (money),  and  $18.<jl  in  specie,  held  by 
Paymaster  Dorau,  which  he  has  delivered  up  under  i)rotest. 

F.  FOUKEST, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  of  Virginia. 

GoBPORT  [Norfolk],  Navy  Yard,  April  35,  1861. 

Paymaster  Edward  O.  Doran,  of  the  IJ.  S.  Navy,  being  under  arrest 
by  my  order  as  itaval  commandant  at  this  post,  was  required  to  sur- 
render liis  papers,  credits,  money,  and  whatever  else  might  be  under 
his  conti'ol  belonging  to  the  United  States.  He  protested  against 
this  proeeeding,  but  considering  that  he  was  bound  to  comply,  I  insisted 
upon  bis  compliance,  and  informed  him  that  I  was  determined  to  enforce 
it,  especially  as  I  discovered  from  the  papers  which  were  taken  from 
him  that  he  had  to  his  credit  at  the  depository  at  Baltimore,  Md., 
418,700,  and  at  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Treasurer  in  New  York  the 
sum  of  $10,(;31,  and  i|H8.t;i  in  his  strong  box  in  the  navy  yard  at  this 
place.  Paymaster  Doran,  under  the  circumstances  of  coercion,  in  which 
I  had  pro|>e.rly  placed  him,  was  obliged  at  last  to  consent  to  the  follow- 
ing arrangement: 

First.  To  give  his  draft  on  the  depository  at  Baltimore  and  on  the 
Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  York  for  the  sums  above  stateil,  with  the 
understanding  that  if  the  drafts  should  be  paid  so  much  thereof  as 
was  due  by  the  United  States  to  the  mechanics,  laborers,  etc.,  who 
liad  been  employed  in  the  navy  yard,  and  were  entitled  to  it,  and  which 
Mr.  Doran's  clerk  estimated  at  from  J18,lKW  to  $20,000,  the  exiict 
amount  to  be  ascertained  hereafter,  should  be  paid  to  them,  unless  I 
should  discover  that  some  of  the  claimants  were  untrue  to  the  State  of 
Virginia,  as  to  which  I  reserved  the  right  to  myself,  or  other  authority, 
to  decide  upon. 

Second.  To  surrender  the  f  18.61  in  his  strong  box.  And  this  is  to 
certify  that  under  these  facts  Paymaster  Doran  has  given  to  me  a  draft 
on  the  depository  at  Baltimore,  and  another  on  the  Assistant  Treas- 
urer at  New  York,  payable  to  the  order  of  Captain  Thomas  R.  Rootes, 
for  the  several  amoauts  above  stated,  making  altogether  $29,381,  and 
also  has  paid  into  my  bauds  $18,61  in  coin. 

F,  P^OUREST, 

Comntanilant. 
Governor  John  Letcher, 

Richmond,  Ya. 
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GosPOET  [NoEFOLK]  Naty  Yaed,  April  25,  1861. 

Paymaster  E.  C.  Doran  having  protested  against  tlio  words  "  unless 
I  should  discover  that  some  ol'  the  claimants  me  untrue  to  the  State  of. 
Virginia,"  as  being  part  of  the  condition  assented  to  l)y  him  in  giving 
his  checks  as  si>ecified,  this  is  to  explain  that  I  claiiiied  to  have  them 
inserted  in  my  certilicate  of  this  date  as  a  right  I  reserved  to  myself 
and  other  comi>eteiit  authority  to  decide  upon  as  a  condition  upon 
which  payment  should  be  withheld  from  the  claimants. 

F.   FOKEEST, 

Commandant. 


Extract  from  a  leil/ir  dattid  "  Commandanl'i  office,  navy  yard  and  itation,  Uoeporl,  fa., 
Sd  May,  ISGl,"  addreated  to  "  Commander  Tkomat  R.  Jiootet,  Virginia  navy,''  and  ligned 
"  F.  Forrett,  commandant." 

•  •  •  The  governor,  in  pursuance  of  the  suggestion  contained  in 
my  letter  to  him  upon  the  subject,  directs  the  appropriation  of  the 
moneys  turned  over  to  you  by  Paymaster  Doran,  of  the  Federal  Navy,  to- 
ward paying  the  officers,  mechanics,  and  others  on  the  rolls  of  this  estab- 
lishment while  under  the  control  of  the  Government  at  Washington. 
To  this  end  you  will  transfer  to  Paymaster  William  H.  Peters  the  sums 
thus  turned  over  by  Mr.  Doi-an,  taking  proper  receipts  therefor.    •     •    • 

[Xndonement.1 

May  11,  1861. 
These  are  originals  or  copies  of  jiapers  presented  to  me  by  Major 
Doran  when  he  arrived  in  Richmond,  and  the  payuieiit  to  theemployi^s 
mentioned  in  the  agreement  was  made  by  the  directiou  of  the  executive. 

John  Letcher. 

RiCHMONC,  May  8, 18111. 

SiE :  All  search  so  far  for  the  papers  1  had  the  honor  of  lianding  to 
your  excellency  on  Saturday  last  having  proved  ineffectual,  and  as 
they  are  of  vital  importance  to  me  with  reference  to  my  obligations  to 
my  Government  and  my  securities  as  a  disbursing  ollicer,  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  they  may  be  restored  to  me  Iroin  the  records 
of  the  oflice  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  forces  in  Norfolk 
harbor  and  the  commandant  of  the  Gosport  (Norfolk]  navy  yard. 

Should  it  comport  with  your  views  to  authorize  my  visiting  Norfolk, 
with  instructions  to  those  officers  to  grant  me  a  reis.sue  of  them,  I  will 
willingly,  under  such  restrictions  as  you  may  decree,  proceed  tliither 
for  the  jmrpose  of  repossessing  myself  of  them,  only  soliciting  a  not« 
of  safe  conduct  to  go  and  return. 

Your  reply  is  earnestly  desired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Ed.  C.  Doran, 
Paymnnler,  U.  6'.  Navy. 

His  Excellency  John  Letcher, 

Qovernor  of  Virginia. 

[Endorsement.] 

Executive  Department,  May  8, 1861, 

Purser  Doran,  the  bearer  of  this,  has  my  permission  to  go  to  and 

return  from  Norlblk,  and  General  Gwynn  will  see  that  he  receives 
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copies  of  tLe  papers  he  desires,  and  which  it  is  ])roper  he  should  have 
to  lay  before  his  Government.  All  citizens  are  enjoined  to  treat  Parser 
Dorau  with  respect. 

John  Letchek. 


Headquarters  VmaiNiA  Forces, 

Bichmond,  Va,,  May  11,  1S61. 
'Btr:  Tn  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  Virgiuin,  I  aui  happy  to  inform  you  that  you  are  hereby  released 
from  the  iirreat  imposed  on  you  by  FlagOfflcer  Forrest,  commanding 
the  naval  station  iit  Norfolk.  The  passport  from  the  governor  here- 
with presented  will  enable  you  to  travel  through  the  State  without 
molestation. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  S.  Garnett, 
Adjutant-  Oeneral. 
Major  DoRAN, 


May  11,  L%1. 
Major  Doran  has  permieaion  to  pass  from  Richmond  to  Washington, 
and  all  oflBcers,  civil  and  military,  are  hereby  enjoined  to  extend  to  him 
protection  on  the  route. 

John  Letcher. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  regarding  convoy  of  army 
transport^i  to  Washington. 

Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn  [New  York],  April  31, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that,  at  the  request  of  the 
major-general  commanding  the  division,  I  have  directed  the  Harriet 
Lane  to  convoy  the  transports  that  leave  to  day  for  Washington.  I 
have  directfd  Cai>taiii  Faiiuce  to  assist  the  troops  in  everyway  in  case 
of  resistant^e.  I  liavc  also  informed  the  major-genernl  that  if  he  thinks 
necessary  that  the  transports  which  may  leave  to- morrow  have  convoy 
I  will  send  the  Perry,  now  ready  for  sea,  on  board  which  vessel  I  will 
place  a  crew  from  the  recruits  detained  by  your  order,  with  some  oflicers 
for  the  occasion.  I  hope  my  action  in  (lie  matter  will  be  approved,  but 
fearing  that  communication  with  Washington  may  be  inteiTupted,  I 
must  assume  the  responsibility  of  departing  from  instructions  iu  view 
of  the  necessity  of  reeiiforcing  the  troops  at  Washington. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SA^rcTEL  L.  Brbese, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — Have  I  the  authority  to  furnish  one  or  two  hundred  muskets 
to  troops  if  I  can  spare  themT 
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Order  of  ootnmandant  nnvti  yard,  Philadelphia,  to  Commander  Steednum, 
U.  •>'.  yary,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Perryrille,  Md. 

Navy  Yahd,  Philadelphia,  .4j>ri7  22, 1861. 
Sib:  You  will  please  take  charge  of  a  jiarty  of  twenty-five  seamen, 
ordinary'  eeauien,  and  landsmen,  with  a  32  itounder  cannon  and  a 
l:!lK>under  howitzer,  intende<l  to  protect  the  iron  Kteam  ferryboat  to 
l»e  employed  in  transjwrtinfi  troops  from  Perryville,  on  the  Sasqae- 
haiina,  to  Annafiolis,  as  I  understand.  It  is  impossible  to  give  specitic 
instructions  in  sach  a  case,  nor  is  it  necessary,  for  I  rely  on  your  well- 
known  energy  and  devotion  to  the  flag  of  your  country. 
In  baste,  yours  respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant. 
Commander  Chables  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Philadelphia. 


Letter  from  General  Pleimonton,  commandintj  Home  Guard  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  commandant  nary  yard,  Philadelphia,  regarding  Fort  Mifflin. 

Headquabtebs  Home  Guabd, 

Philadelphia,  April  22, 1861. 
Captain  :  I  have  detailed  a  company  of  100  men  to  garrison  Fort 
Mifflin  and  to  protect  the  naval  magazine  near  it.  It  will  be  in  posi- 
tion this  evening.  I  will  thank  you  to  issue  for  the  use  of  the  said 
com])aDy  to  (.'olonel  Bra<lford,  (luarterniaster  of  the  force,  10,000  ball, 
or  ball  and  buckshot  cartridges,  which  will  be  accounted  for  by  the  city 
of  Philadelphia. 

A.  J.  Pleasonton, 

Commander  Home  Guard. 
Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandan  t  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


i 


Letter  from  S.  M.  Felton,  ciiq.,  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadelphia, 
regarding  transportation. 

Pheladblphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  K.  R.  Co,, 

Philadelphia,  April  22,  1861. 
Deab  9ie:  I  have  received  your  favor  and  am  much  obliged  to  yon 
for  it.    Wesliall  (it  out  a  tniiii  f<)r  General  Patterson  probably  about  2 
o'clock,  and  j'ou  will  please  si'n<l  guns  and  men  hero  as  soon  as  ready, 
and  we  will  forward  them  with  General  Patterson's  men. 
Yours,  truly, 

S.  M.  Felton. 
S.  F.  Du  Pont,  Esq. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  JVarj/  to  Commander  Hunter,  U.  S.  Xavy, 
commanding  V.  S.  ship  Alleghany,  regarding  the  removal  of  that  i^esscl 
to  Fort  McHenry. 

Confidential.]  Navt  Department,  April  22, 1861. 

Sib:  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  employ  a  steam  tug  to  assist  you 
in  removing  your  ship  and  securing  her  to  the  wharf  at  Fort  McHenry, 
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when  you  will  dispatch  a  trusty  oflftcer  in  the  same  tug  to  Annapolis 
with  the  recruits  whose  ac<:ounts  tire  already  made  out,  and  deliver 
them  to  the  eonimaiidiiiK  officer  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  S|hip]  Coiixlilutinn 
(who  will  report  to  Cajttaiu  Blake),  and  return  to  IJiiUimin  e  iniuiedi- 
ately.  Act  with  promptness  and  the  utmost  discretion,  allowing  no 
informality  of  accounts  to  delay  you.  Yon  may  slip  and  buoy  your 
moorings.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 
Commander  W.  W.  Hxinter, 

Vumituuidinff  Receiving  Ship  [Alleghany],  Baltimore. 


Report  of  Superintendent  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  regarHing  me^^iures 
of  protection  for  the  U.  S.  ship  Conntitution. 

Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  April  22, 1861. 

SrR:  I  beg  leave  to  state  tliiit  having  the  most  reliable  information 
that  it  is  tlie  determination  of  a  great  many  people  of  this  State  that 
the  Constitution  shall  be  the  tirst  ship  of  war  to  hoist  the  flag  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  as  she  is  in  a  very  defenseless  condition,  I 
have  ordered  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Kodgei's  to  take  her  to  New  York  the 
moment  he  is  able  to  proceed  to  sea.  I  have  asked  Brigadier-General 
lUitler  t(>  furnish  a  small  detail  from  his  command  to  assist  in  taking 
her  round  unless  the  Fovahontas  should  arrive  in  time,  which  I  very 
much  liojie  will  be  the  case.  Her  own  crew  consists  of  but  twenty-five 
men,  antl  but  for  the  presence  of  General  Butler's  command  she  would 
have  been  boarded  by  steamers  from  Baltimore  last  iright, 

I  trust  that  my  order  to  Lieutenant  Blake,  referred  to  in  my  informal 
note  of  this  morning,  nmy  bo  ap|)roved  by  the  Dejiartment.  1  need  his 
services  very  much.  Several  lieuttMiants  have  resigned,  and  the  com- 
mandant of  midshipmen  is  broken  <iown  very  much  by  excessive  fatigue. 

I  would  adtl  that  the  telegraph  to  this  phico  is  entirely  unreliable,  it 
being  in  the  hands  of  jwrsons  who  communicate  everything  of  imjxir- 
tanco  to  the  secession  cause  to  a  committee  of  persons  iu  this  place  who 
are  devoted  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  8.  Blake, 


Hon.  Secbetabt  op  the  Navy, 

Wtishington. 


Superintendent. 


[Telegrwu.] 

Navy  Department,  Washitigton,  April  22,  1861. 
SrR :  Yon  will  order  such  lieutenants  as  you  can  spare,  together  with 
ten  of  the  oldest  midshipmen,  to  report  themselves  immediately  to  this 
Dei>aitmeut  for  duty. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  George  S.  Blake, 

Superintendent  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Md. 
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commanding  Home 
of   the   U.   S.  ship 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Squadron,  of  the  resignation  of  the  paymaster 
Cumberland. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Oomberland, 

OJ"  Foriresx  Monroe,  Fa.,  April  23,  1861. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Depurtmeiit  that  the  paymaster 
of  this  Hhijj  having  resigned  we  are  left  without  anyone  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  oJiice. 

I  would  therefore  be  pleased  to  have  the  iustructioiis  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  relation  to  the  mutter. 

I  would  also  state  that  I  believe  a  large  amount  is  at  present  iu  the 
safe,  of  which  the  paymaster  has  the  key. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  J.  Pendergrast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
I        Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
^^^  Secretary  of  tlw  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Hunter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S,  ship  Alle- 
ghany, of  his  inahilittf  to  execute  Department's  order  relative  to  removal 
of  tluit  vessel  to  Fort  McMenry. 

U.  8.  Ship  Alleghany, 

Baltimore,  April  23,  1861. 
I  respectfully  iu-knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  confidential  order  by 
the  hand  of  Lieutenant  Daniel  Ammeu,  delivered  to  me  at  8  p.  m. 
yesterday. 

In  obedience  thereto  I  forthwith  proceetled  toward  the  execution  of 
the  same  by  eiideavoritig  to  secure  the  services  of  a  steam  tug.  On 
application  to  the  agent  of  the  tugs,  Messrs.  John  Henderson  &  Co.,  I 
was  informed  that  a  police  ordinance  (which  is  herewith  enclosed,  as 
published  in  the  city  newspapers  of  this  day)  [had  been  passed]  that 
no  steamers  were  permitted  to  be  used  in  the  harbor  without  the  permit 
of  the  board  of  police.  I  thereupon  visited  last  night  the  board  of 
police  in  person,  and  also  ivddressed  their  president  a  letter,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  enclosed,  as  well  as  the  original  of  their  reply. 

Thus  I  am  left  without  any  effectual  means  of  executing  yc)ur  order 
of  yesterday,  in  relation  to  moving  this  ship  and  the  uaval  recruits. 

The  present  comparatively  unarmed  condition  of  this  ship  has  been 
the  subject  of  several  importimato  applications  on  my  part,  both  to  the 
honorable  Navy  Department  and  the  IJureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrog- 
raphy, to  which  applicatious  I  respectfully  refer  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Bnoloiinrea.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Alleghany, 

Baltimore,  April  23, 1861. 
Sir:  Having  occasion  to  employ  a  steam  tug  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  1  iiave  U>  request  that  you  will  authorize  me  to  use  one 
this  day  in  the  harbor  of  Baltimore  and  its  adjacent  waters. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 


Charles  Hotvard,  Esq., 

PreMdent  Board  of  Baltimore  Police. 


Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
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Steamboatt  not  permitted  to  leave  the  harbor. 
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Tt  beinp  deemed  necessary  for  the  salety  and  protection  of  the  city 
that  no  steamboat  be  permitted  to  leave  our  harbor  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  city  authorities,  1  hereby,  by  authority  of  the  mayor  and 
boitrd  of  police,  direct  that  no  steamboat  shall  leave  the  harbor  with- 
out my  permit. 

J.  R.  Tbimblk, 

Commanding. 


Office  Board  of  Police, 

Baltimore,  April  23,  IHtil. 

Str  :  The  board  of  police  have  just  received  your  favor  of  this  date, 
requesting  the  authority  of  the  board  to  employ  a  steam  tug  and  use 
the  same  "  this  day  "  iu  the  harbor  of  Baltimore  and  the  adjacent  waters 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

As  you  must  be  well  aware,  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  iu  a  state  of 
very  gieat  excitement,  are  organiziufj  themselves  for  the  defense  and 
protection  of  the  city;  nothing  would  more  certainly  increivse  that 
excitement  to  an  uncontrollable  pitch  than  any  movement  about  the 
harbor  and  in  the  adjacent  waters  at  this  moment  of  a  steamboat  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

This  board  could  not  justify  themselves  in  doing  anything  which 
might  lead  to  the  consequences  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  city 
which  they  know  would  result  from  their  giving  any  sanction  to  your 
apidication,  and  therefore  are  compelled  respectfiilly  to  decline  doing  so. 

By  order  of  the  board : 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUABLES  HOWAED, 

President. 
Captain  W.  W.  Huntee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  Ship  Alleghany. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  Home  Squadron,  to  proceed  to  Annapoli«,  Md.,  for 
the  protection  of  property  and  interests  of  the  Oovernment. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  April  23, 1861. 

SiE:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  ship  CumherUind  with  all  possi- 
ble diajiatch  to  Annapolis.  You  will  protect  the  property  and  interests 
of  the  Government,  rei>el  all  attacks  of  a  hostile  character,  and  dis- 
perse all  warlike  gatherings  or  preparations. 

You  will  be  guided  for  the  present  by  these  brief  instractions,  and 
make  all  possible  dispatch  in  the  execution  of  the  same. 

You  will  exercise  your  own  discretion  in  carrying  out  this  order,  and 
on  your  iirrival  at  Annapolis  report  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Commodore  G.  J.  Pendeegrast, 

U.  8.  Sloop  Cumberland,  Norfolk. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  nary  yard,  yew  York, 
to  furnish  an  armei  naval  force  for  protection  of  Anuapotiii,  Md,,  and 
the  navigation  of  t/«J  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Navy  Department,  April  33,  isei. 

Sib:  It  is  absolntely  necessary  that  au  armeil  uaval  force  should 
appear  oil'  Annapolis  as  soon  as  Friday  morning,  and  if  sooner  it  will 
be  more  acceptable.  The  coninmnit-atiou  to  Annapolis  by  water  must 
bo  kept  open  and  resistance  to  United  States  iuitlK)rity  suppressed. 
You  will  therefore,  by  order  of  the  Tresident,  immediately  charter  or 
purchase,  if  you  have  not  iilready  done  so,  two  steam  vessels,  and  arm, 
equip,  and  disjmtch  them  forthwith  to  Annapolis.  Order  such  officer 
or  officers  as  you  have  near  you  on  this  duty.  A  steamer  has  also  been 
ordered  to  the  same  station,  at  the  same  time,  from  Philadelphia.  They 
will  report  to  Captain  G.  S.  Blake,  or  the  senior  officer  at  Annaj>olis, 
for  further  orders.  All  vessels  having  on  board  troops  or  munitions 
or  provisions  of  the  enemy  must  be  captured,  pnblic  property  pro- 
tected, and  the  wateirs  of  the  Chesapeake  kept  open  to  our  citizens. 
The  greatest  proni|)tnes8  in  this  matter  is  absolutely  essential. 

You  will  consider  yourself  as  having  fall  authority  in  the  premises, 
and  will  exercise  your  best  judgment  to  carry  the  order  into  eli'et;t, 
consulting  in  these  matters  and  in  this  emergency  with  Governor 
E.  D.  Morgan,  or,  in  his  absence,  with  Mr.  G.  D.  Morgan,  and  with 
Messrs.  William  Evarts,  K.  M.  Blatehford,  and  M.  H.  tJritinel,  a  com- 
mittee of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  wht)  are  hereby  empowered  to  act 
for  this  Department  in  this  crisis  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  forward- 
ing of  ti'oops  and  supplies  by  this  or  any  other  route. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
•     Secretary  Navy. 

Captain  Samuel  L.  Bbeese, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Trenchard,  V.  8.  Navy, 
ordered  to  command  U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State. 

Confidential.]  Navt  Depaetment,  April  23,  1861. 

Sut:  You  will  take  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State.    You 
will  lose  no  time  in  getting  her  ready  for  service.    So  soon  as  all  your 
arrangements  are  complete  rejwrt  without  au  hoar'a  delay  to  this  office. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  D,  Tbbnohabd, 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  regarding  measures  taken 
for  the  protection  of  Annapolis,  Md. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navt  Yaed, 

Philadelphia,  April  23,  1861. 
SiB:  My  letters  have  already  informed  you  of  my  havitig  dispatched 
the  steumer  Kti/Htdue  iState,  under  the  emiiniand  of  IJeutermnt  M:»xwell 
WoodhuU,  to  Norfolk  with  120  men — sailors  and  marines — at  3  o'clock 


a.  m.  on  the  2(tth  iustant.  Since  thon,  in  order  to  assist  tlie  transporta- 
tion of  troops  via  tlie  Susqueliainia,  and  particularly  to  guard  the  lai'ge 
and  valuable  iron  ferryboat  plying  across  that  river  and  belonging  to  the 
Philadeljihia  and  Haltinioro  Railroad  Company,  which  is  now  employed 
carrying  troops  to  Aiiiia|)olia  from  I'erryville  or  Cecil  since  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  railroad  beyond  Havre  de  Grace,  I  have  sent  Commander 
yteedinaii,  Lieutenant  Crosby,  and  Passed  Midslii|inian  [(i.  IJ.?|  White, 
with  twenty-live  seamen  and  landsmen,  a  31i-pimtKU'r  (new  ordnance) 
with  idl  its  eiiuipments,  together  witli  a  rj-pounder  howitzer,  to  arm 
the  ferryboat  Mart/ltintl  at  Annapolis,  she  having  not  returned  since 
carrying  General  Butler  and  the  Sixth  Regiment  from  Massachusetts 
to  that  place. 

1  am  now  fitting  out  with  all  possible  dispattdi  the  Philadelphia  City 
Ifv  Boat,  strong  and  suitable,  oflered  by  the  patriotic  city  which  owns 
her  to  the  Government.  Her  armament  is  to  be  four  3i.'  [lounders. 
This  boat  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  protection  to  the  lauding  of  trofips 
at  Annapolis  and  for  receiving  and  carrying  them  from  Cecil  to  Anna])- 
olis,  as  well  as  to  prevent  armed  tugs  from  Baltimore  interfering  with 
the  boats  in  case  such  an  attempt  should  be  made. 

The  Ice  Jiont  has  left,  under  command  of  ('ominander  (>.  [S.|  Glisson 
and  Lieutenant  A.  K.  Hughes,  with  a  crew  of  thirty  m<Mt  and  one 
mimth'a  provisions.  She  was  fitted  with  extraordinary  dispatch,  the 
zeal  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  yard  knowing  no  bounds,  the 
Idacksmiths  refusing  to  go  to  tlieir  meals  while  waiting  for  the  boat  to 
come  to  the  yard. 

Captaiu  (William  H.j Gardner, in  keeping  with  the  zeal  and  devotion 
of  his  character,  came  and  reported,  though  my  senior,  for  any  duty  the 
exigencies  of  the  ni()ment  might  require. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  dis|)atehing  two  Sii-pounders,  with  ship 
carriages,  under  Mr.  Pendletou  G.  Watmough,  late  of  the  Navy,  direct- 
ing him  to  act  as  lieutenant  an<l  wear  his  uniform  for  the  protection  of 
Perryville,  the  point  ou  the  Susquehanna  from  whence  the  troops 
embark.  He  will  be  of  great  service  to  the  colonel  and  regiment  hold- 
ing that  point  and  protecting  the  railroad.  Tliis  is  done  at  the  request 
of  General  Patterson. 

I  have  heai'd  from  Commander  Steed  man  of  the  perfect  success  of 
his  first  trip  to  Annapolis.  The  Department  will  jierceive  that  1  am 
acting  on  my  own  discretion  in  m.T,uy  things,  which  I  am  sure,  while 
cut  off  from  direct  communication  with  it,  will  be  approved, 

I  have  further  to  add  that  Cajitaiu  W.  C.  Nicholson,  my  senior  also, 
has  Just  tendered  his  services  for  any  service  or  emergency.  Both 
these  gallant  men  are  Marylanders. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navt/, 


OrtUr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ^Tary  to  commanihmt  tuivy  yard,  Philadel- 
phia, to  furiiixh  an  armed  naval  force/or  the  protection  of  Annapolis, 
Mil.,  and  the  navigation  of  the  Vheitapeake  Bay. 

Confl<lential.]  Navy  Depajitmbnt,  April  23,  1S61. 

Sib  :  It  is  absolutely  essential  that  an  armed  naval  force  should  api>ear 
ofl'  Annapolis  as  soon  as  Friday  moruiug,  and  if  sooner  it  will  be  more 
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acceptable.  You  will  tberefore,  by  order  of  the  President,  immediate! 
cbarter  or  pTirchase,  if  you  have  uot  already  done  so,  one  steam  vejisef 
and  arm,  equip,  and  dispatik  her  forthwith  to  Annapolis.  They  wil 
meet  with  another  force  at  Annapolis.  The  object  is  to  keep  open  com- 
munication by  water.  The  greatest  promptness  in  this  matter  is  abso- 
lutt'ly  essentiiil.  You  will  consider  yourself  as  having  full  authority  in 
the  premises,  and  will  exercise  your  best  judgment  to  curry  these  orders 
into  eft'ect.  The  steamer  Keystone  State  may  return  in  time  to  be  ma 
use  of,  with  the  olficers  already  on  lioard.  They  wUl  report  to  Coi 
modore  Blake,  the  senior  officer  of  the  station. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gedeon  Wblles. 
Captain  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Comnuindant  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Philadelphia,  regarding  revenue  cutt 

Forward. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yakd, 

Philadelphia,  April  23, 1861. 

Sir:  The  revenue  cutter  Forward  is  now  lying  off'  this  yard  and  is 

rei>orted  by  her  commander,  Captain  Nones,  as  being  in  a  very  iuefli- 

cieut  condition.    Shall  she  be  put  in  ordert 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  Bu  Pont, 

Comma7idant. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Sand/or  d,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commatider  O 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  brig  Perry,  requesting  convoy  service  Ji 
army  transports. 

[New  Yobk,  April  23, 1861.] 
Sib:  The  object  of  the  service  for  which  you  are  detailed  byComm< 
dore  Breese  is  to  convoy  the  James  Adger,  the  Alabanui,  Marion, 
such  other  steamers  as  you  may  be  advised. 

The  James  Adger  will  take  you  in  tow  immediately  and  whenever  tB 
wind  will  require  it. 

You  will  proceed  with  this  fleet  to  Annapolis  as  soon  as  possible 
The  other  vessels  will  be  instructed  to  obey  your  signals  and  kee 
near  yon. 

You  will  land  the  troops  there  unless  it  is  in  possession  of  the  enem] 
in  which  case  you  will  consult  with  Colonel  Lyons, of  the  Eighth  Re^- 
ment,  and  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Thiiteeuth,  as  to  the  best  place  for  you 
to  land.    They  are  on  board  the  Alabama  and  Marion,  and  are  the 
senior  officers  of  the  two  divisions  represented.    When  the  troops 
lauded  the  Adger  will  bow  you  back. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ohas.  W.  Sandfoed, 

Major- General. 
Captain  Glasson, 

U.  8.  Brig  Perry. 
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Report  of  commiimlaut  nary  yard,  Xew  Torli,  of  the  charter  of  the  atcani' 
era  Monticello,  Mount  Vernon,  and  Huntsi'ille. 

Navy  Taed,  New  York,  April  34, 1861. 
SiU:  I  have  to  loport  to  the  Department  that  I  yesterday  chartered 
from  Messrs.  II.  I!.  Ciomwell  &  Co.  the  steamers  Monticello  and  Mount 
Vernon  for  a  period  of  three  luontha,  with  the  privilege  of  purchasing, 
at  the  rate  of  $8,000  per  iiioutli.  To-day  I  chartered  from  the  same 
owners  the  JJuxtxpiUr,  ahso  with  the  privilege  of  purchasing,  at  ^10,000 
per  mouth. 

I  have  armed  the  Monticello  and  placed  her  under  tlie  commaud  of 
Lieutenant  D,  L,  Braiue,  and  shall  this  evening,  at  the  request  of  \'ice- 
Presidetit  Uamlin,  Oenenil  Wool,  and  Mr.  Asp  in  wall,  dispatch  her  to  the 
t'hesapeake,  with  orders  to  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  to  assist 
and  cooperate  with  the  authorities  at  Fort  Monroe  and  to  aid  in  block- 
ading the  entrance  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

To  enable  me  t«  get  her  and  others  ott"  at  once,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  paucity  of  officers  to  call  into  service  within  my  control,  I  beg 
authority  to  appoint  temporarUy  such  men  from  the  civil  marine  as  are 
properly  recommended  or  whom  I  know.  As  promptness  is  all  requisite, 
I  should  have  this  authority. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Philadelphia,  of  charter  of  the  steamer 
Union  for  service  in  the  Chesapeake. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yaed, 

Philadelphia,  April  24,  1861. 
Sib  :  In  conformity  with  your  order  I  have  8(;cured  one  of  the  finest 
steamers  in  this  port,  which  has  been  critically  inspected  by  the  naval 
constructor,  and  I  deem  her  a  very  superior  river  vessel.  The  terms 
agreed  upon  are  :^7,(K)0  per  month  for  three  months,  with  the  right  of 
the  Ooverumeut  to  purchase  her  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  for 
$70,000,  which  in  my  estimation  is  not  exorbitant. 

Her  armament  will  consist  of  four  8-inch  guns,  which  will  be  <]uit« 
formidable. 

No  name  is  given  to  her  yet.    She  is  one  of  the  line  of  steam  packets 
to  Havana  out  of  this  ]>ort. 

I  have  assigned  the  command  of  this  steamer  to  Commander  J.  R. 
Goldsborough,  and  am  preparing  her  for  active  service  with  great  dis- 
patch, and  will  send  her  at  once,  when  ready,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
I'ot^jmac  or  to  Fort  Monroe;  but  I  hope  by  that  time  the  necessities  of 
the  service  \*ill  have  been  met  by  the  city  Ice  Boat,  referred  to  in  my 
first  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DiT  Pont, 

Covimandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Wanhington,  D.  C. 
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Seport  of  commandant  iiavy  yard,  New  York,  regarding  preparation  of 

naval  force. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  i>4, 1S61. 

Bra:  Captain  Eagle  Las  oHered  liis  nervices  t<>  me  at  the  yard,  with- 
out iiicrea--<ed  jiuy,  lest  (in  order  |  that  he  might  be  of  service  in  this  con- 
tingency of  our  ailairs.  1  bsu-e  thought  you  luigbt  have  occasion  for 
him  at  Washington,  and  have  re<)iicst-ed  General  Sandford  tfl  give  him 
a  jiassage  tf)  Annapolis  in  one  of  the  transports  to  leave,  probably, 
to- morrow. 

I  improve  the  occasion  to  say  that  for  the  preparing  the  twenty 
steamers  ordered,  with  the  frigates,  I  would  like  to  have  authority  to 
appoint  any  former  oiticcra  of  the  Navy  who  have  in  times  past  resigned, 
and  also  ])ersona  from  private  life,  but  [who]  are  worthy  and  reliable. 
Several  have  ottered  their  services.  There  are  no  lieutenants  or  com- 
manders about  here  whom  I  can  press  into  the  service.  I  beg  also  that 
the  moment  the  way  is  secure  to  send  all  the  ordnance,  and  ordnance 
stores  especially,  from  the  Washingt<m  yard  to  this  place  by  the 
Annajiolis  Railroad,  to  be  brought  thence  to  this  place  by  one  of  the 
return  steamers,  tixed  amniunition  of  all  kinds,  howitzers,  etc.  I  am 
hastening  the  tltting  out  and  selecting  steamers  as  fast  as  possible, 
working  at  night  when  practicable. 

I  have  to-day  your  orders  relative  to  the  Harriet  Lane.  She  is  now 
in  the  Chesai)eiike  convoying  troops.  I  will  dispatch  her  as  you  direct 
unless  you  otherwise  order.  The  brig  Perry  went  yesterday  to  convoy 
transports  with  several  regiments  to  Annapolis,  with  orders,  as  also 
the  Harriet  Lant\  to  return  here. 

In  view  of  tircumstaitces  which  I  can  not  now  detail,  and  of  which 
the  Department  is  aware,  I  have  directed  the  appointed  ofHcers  and  the 
crews  of  the  surveying  schooners  Varina  and  Crawford,  now  at  this 
yard,  to  be  discharged,  and  shall  hold  the  vessels  in  readiness  for  such 
service  aa  I  may  liud  for  them.  1  request  [that]  the  Department  will 
sanction  this. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  L,  Bbeese, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Wanhingion,  D.  C. 
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Order  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  to  Lieutenant 
WatntoHfih,  v.  S.  Navy,  upon  the  tender  by  that  officer  of  his  geriHces 
to  the  Department. 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  April  24, 1861. 

Sin:  At  the  request  of  Major-General  [Robert]  Patterson,  I  am 
dispatching  two  32-pounder  cannon  by  rail  to  Perryville,  to  cover  the 
embarkation  of  troo])s  at  that  point  on  the  Susquehanna. 

As  I  have  no  officer  to  sjiare  from  my  command  at  this  moment,  t 
accept  the  services  so  gallantly  tendered  by  you  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  to  myself. 

You  will  therefore  take  charge  of  these  pieces,  reporting  to  Cora- 
mander  Steedman  and  showing  him  these  orders.  Should  Captain  9. 
be  absent  you  will  iuform  Colonel  [Charles  P.]  Dare  of  the  object  of 
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your  visit,  and  ask  Lim  to  detail  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  be 
trained  as  gunners,  and  get  your  pieces  in  pcsitioii,  etc. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  resume  the  uniform  you  have  hereto- 
fore worn  with  so  much  honor  and  gallantry. 
Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandanl. 
Lieutenant  P.  G.  Watmough. 

[P.  S.j — Should  there  be  any  difficulty  about  the  detail  of  soldiers, 
I  will  dispatch  you  twenty  sailors  so  soon  as  shipped.  I  have  none 
now. 


Order  of  the  Secreia  ry  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Trenchard,  U.  S.  Nary, 
commandhuf  U.  S.  8,  Keystone  Stute. 

Navy  DEPAEXTaENT,  April  24, 1861. 
Sra:  You  will  immediately  proceed  with  the  steamer  Keystone  State 
to  New  York  and,  after  receiving  on  board  there  a  supply  of  provisions, 
return  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  WasUiugton. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  S.  D.  Trenohard,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandinff  Steamer  Keystone  State,  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Trenchard,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State. 

Navy  Department,  April  24, 1861. 
Sib:  On  the  arrival  of  a  pilot  you  will  proceed,  according  to  your 
instructions  of  this  morning,  to  New  York.    Detain  the  pilot  there 
until  your  return. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(iideon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  S.  D.  Trenchard, 

[  V,  S.  S.\  Keystone  State,  Washington,  D.  V. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Stringham,   U.  8.  Nary,  of  having  dispatched  the 
U.  8.  8,  Niagara  to  New  York. 

Boston,  April  24, 1861. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  given  orders  to 
Captain  McKeau,  of  the  Niagara,  to  proceed  immediately  to  New  York. 
J  do  this  at  the  instance  and  re<|ueat  of  General  J.  E.  Wool,  seconded 
by  Mr.  G.  D.  Morgan,  who  have  made  this  reiinest  to  me  by  telegraph. 
Hoping  this  will  meet  your  approbation,  I  am,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stbinohah, 

Flog- Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Xcw  York,  to  Lieutenant  Braitw,  U. 
Nary,  to  ansume  command  of  the  chartered  steamer  Monticelio. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  34, 1861. 
Sm:  You  are  appointed  to  tlie  conimaud  of  the  chartered  steame 
Monticello,  now  under  preparation  for  immediate  sea  service.    You  will' 
at  once  repair  on  boiird  and  take  charge  of  the  vessel.     Orders  for 
your  government  will  be  furnished  you  at  an  early  moment, 
liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saicl.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 


Lieutenant  D.  L.  Bbaine,  U. 


S.  Navy, 
New  York. 


Order  of  the  commandant  nary  yard,  New  York,  to  LieutetKint  Brains, 
U.  S.  Nary,  comnitinding  U.  S.  IS.  Monticello,  to  transport  Captain 
Eaglt,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Annapolis,  Md. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  -.'l,  1S61. 

Sir:  You  will  please  afford  a  passage  to  Captain  Eagle,  U.  S.  Navy, 

in  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  under  your  eouiraand,  and  on  your  arrival 

iu  the  Chesapeake  place  hiui  on  board  the  first  conveyance  that  he  may 

select  for  Annapolis,  and  facilitate  his  movements. 

Respectiiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sam.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 
Lieatenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine, 

U.  8.  S.  Monticello,  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


I 


Letter  of  advice  from  Flag-Officer  Pendergraat,  U.  8.  Napy,  oommandins 
Home  8quadron,  to  captains  of  merchant  schooners  of  Northern  porta. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumberland, 
OffFortre»s  Monroe,  T  «.,  April  2i,  1861. 
Sib:  Yon  having  been  ordered  by  your  consignees  to  proceed  tol 
Norfolk,  Va.,  I,  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  Home  Squatiron,  advise 
that  you  proceed  to  some  Northei'o  port,  where  you  can  receive  farther 
instruction. 

Very  re8i)ectfally, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  8<iuadron. 

Captain  Dearborn  HERBrviAN, 

Schooner  A.  Vollty,  of  Bncksport,  Me.; 
Captain  W.  11.  Snow, 

Schooner  (Jrapfshot,  of  Bucks  port,  Mr. ; 
Oaptiiin  B.  T.  Harriman, 

Schooner  Sarah  June,  of  Marblrkeud  [Mtus.]; 
Captain  J.  A.  Crindall, 

Schooner  Casita,  of  Burkspori.  Mr. 
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Instructions  of  commandant  navy  yard,  New  Yorlc,  to  Lieutenant  Braine, 
U.  8.  Nary,  (■oinmauding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello,  reyardiny  cruise  of  that 
vessel  to  Chesapeake  Bay, 

Navy  Yabd,  New  Yobk,  April  24,  J8€l. 
SiB:  Yon  will  proceed  iu  the  Monticelh  to  tlie  Cliesapeake.  On  your 
arrival  at  or  near  Hainptou  Koada  you  will  report  to  tbe  coiiimaudiiig 
uaval  ollicer,  who  will  give  you  the  necessary  orders  tor  your  future 
action.  You  will  place  Captain  Eagle,  who  takes  jiassage  in  the  Mon- 
tivello,  ou  board  any  Hteauier  bound  to  Annapolis.  Should  you  meet 
with  any  susjucious  armed  vessel,  steamer  or  other,  outside  or  inside 
the  capes,  you  will  uot  fail  to  ascertain  her  character,  and  should  there 
be  a  doubt  of  its  being  friendly  you  will  take  her  with  you  under  the 
guns  of  Fort  Monroe  for  safe- keeping,  taking  her  men  out  of  her. 
Should  you,  on  or  after  entering  the  bay,  fall  in  with  any  transports 
that  might  recjuire  convoy  to  Annapolis,  you  will  afford  it  after  you 
shall  have  miule  known  your  iirrival  to  the  tiag-otticer  or  commandant 
of  Fort  Monroe.  Yon  will  commouce  drilling  your  men  at  the  guns  at 
once.  You  have  a  Chesapeake  pilot ;  therelbre  will  not  require  one. 
Eeapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Bbeese, 

CoiHiiiandant. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Beatne, 

U.  8.  8.  Monticello,  Navy  Yard,  Netc  York. 


FftrOter  instructions  from  commandant  nary  yard,  Neir  York,  to  LieVr 
teiumt  Braine,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello,  regarding 
cruise. 

Navy  Yard,  New  Yoek,  April  24,  1861. 
Sib:  Since  furnishing  your  orders  I  have  a  telegraphic  dispatch 
informing  me  that  two  armed  steam  tags  are  just  inside  the  capes  to 
intercept  our  transports.  Yon  will  therefore  not  [lass  the  capes  except 
at  daylight,  and  keep  a  good  lookout  for  such  vessels.  To  conceal  your 
chanicter  it  will  be  advisable  to  place  a  sail  over  your  pivot  gun  and 
conceal  by  some  means  the  after  guns.  It  would  be  a  fortunate  thing 
if  you  could  take  or  sink  these  vessels. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Sami..  L.  Breese, 

Comnumdnnt. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Bbaixb, 

U.  8.  8.  Monticello,  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 

The  transport  steamer  will  probably  fall  in  with  you  and  take  convoy 
oft  Cape  Henry. 

S.  L.  B. 


Report  of  Superintendent  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  of  the  detail  often 
midshipmen  subject  to  DepartmenVs  orders. 

Naval  Academy,  April  24,  iS6i. 
Sir:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowle<lge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  22d  instant,  directing  me  to  order  ten  of  the  oldest  midshiymeu  to  ! 
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the  Navy  Department  for  duty.  I  have  detailed  ten  loyal  and  excellent 
young  gentlemen  who  will  proceed  to  Washington  at  thu  earliest  pos- 
sible moment.  The  comuiuuication  is  closed  at  this  time  and  there  is 
not  a  dolliir  of  money  hero  for  their  expenses. 

The  A<ademy  is  now  occupied  by  volunteers,  and  I  hardly  need  state 
that  I  am  doing  my  utmost  to  contrilmte  to  their  comfort  and  facilitate 
their  movements.  The  ConntHittion  is  oit'  the  port  in  a  position  to  cover 
the  entrance  of  transports,  and  is  doing  excellent  service  in  that  way. 
I  also  have  it  in  contemplation  to  transfer  to  her  the  acting  midship- 
men whenever  it  appears  that  we  can  not  subsist  them  on  shore.  I 
took  the  precaution  some  months  since  to  pla<'e  on  board  her  a  good 
supply  of  provisions.  This  proves  to  be  a  most  fortunate  thing  in  this 
emergency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

G.  8.  Blakb. 

Hon.  Secretary  [of  theI  Navy. 


Report  of  Superintendent  Naval  Academy,  Annapolig,  urging  the  transfer 
of  that  institution  to  Fort  Adams  or  other  Northern  icork. 

Navai.  AcADEivri', 

Annapolin,  April  24,  1861. 

Sm :  The  atsademic  routine  is  completely  broken  up  by  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  grounds  and  a  portion  of  the  buildings  of  the  Academy  by 
national  troops,  and  it  will  be  a  long  time,  in  any  event,  before  it  will 
be  possible  to  resume  a  regular  course  of  instruction  at  this  place. 

I  have  therefore  transferred  the  acting  midshipmen  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  shall  send  her  to  New  York  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
G.  W.  IJodgers,  who  will  preserve  organization  and  discipline  until  fur- 
ther orders. 

In  the  meantime,  aided  by  the  officers  and  professors,  I  shall  attend 
to  the  preservation  of  the  valuable  public  jiroperty  of  tlie  institution, 
the  library,  apparatus,  etc.,  that  they  may  be  in  readiness  for  any 
removal  that  may  be  orderetl. 

I  propose  that  the  personnel  and  materiel  of  the  Academy  shall  be 
transferred  to  Fort  Adams  [R.  1.]  or  some  otlier  jmblic  work  north  of 
the  Delaware.  The  transfer  is  necessary,  as  all  the  buildings  of  the 
Academy  not  immediately  occupietl  by  the  families  of  those  connected 
with  the  institution  are  in  possession  of  troops,  and  it  is  to  be  appre- 
hended that  more  will  be  demanded  for  their  at'commodation.  I  would 
add  that  the  ofiicers  and  students  of  the  Academy  would  be  an  efficient 
garrison  for  the  fort  they  may  occupy,  and  would  promote  its  preser- 
vation. 

I  respectfully  add  that  the  transfer  proposed  can  be  easily  ivccom- 
plished  by  using  the  transport  steamer  Baltic,  which  plies  between  this 
iwrt  and  New  Yoi  k,  an<I  which  comes  here  full  and  departs  empty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  Bla-EE. 

Hon.  Gideon  "Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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Letter  from  the  Seeretary  of  the  Xavy  to  G.  W.  Sandford,  esq.,  relative  to 
the  dtatination  of  transport  steamers. 

Confidential.!  Navy  Department,  April  22, 1861. 

Sir:  Ou  the  evening  of  the  liOth  instant  tlm  following  telegram  waa 
addressed  to  you,  but  returned  to  this  Department  yesterday  because 
of  the  interruption  of  the  wires: 

It  ia  (leemed  ikdvi.Hablu  by  the  .Secretary  of  War  that  the  steameni  proceed  to 
AnoBpoUs.     Tho  Harriet  Lane  will  convoy. 


C.  W.  Sandford, 

Neic  Yorlc. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xacy  to  Superintendent  Karal  Academy, 
Annapolis,  regarding  measures  of  protection  for  the  U.  S.  ship 
Constitution. 

Navy  Department,  April  24,  l8i!l. 
Sir  :  Commander  Hunter  lias  been  direeted  to  fuinish  you  fifty  recrnits 
for  iLe  VoiistitiilioH,  and  Cornniamler  Hitchcock  lias  oiders  to  report  to 
you  for  duty  at  the  Annsipolis  station  to  take  temporary  com tnand  of 
the  v.  a.  ship  VonslitutioH  and  assist  you  in  jHotcctiug  lier  and  the  i)ub- 
He  property,  iis  well  as  the  lauding  of  Goverumeut  troops  at  that  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  George  S.  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Siiptvintendcnt  Xaval  Academy,  Annapolis. 


Letter  from  William  H.  Aspinwall,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 
relaticf  to  the  dispatching  from  New  York  for  convoy  duty  of  the 
steamer  Montieello. 

Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn, 
Wednesday  Night,  April  ;24,  \1S61.] 

Sir:  Under  advisement  of  General  Wool,  Mr.  Hamlin,  and  myself, 
Commodore  Breese  has  taken  unusual  measures  in  tilting  out  and  dis- 
patching the  stemner  Montieello  to  the  eai)es  of  the  (Jliesapeake,  aud 
the  dispatch  Just  received  tlirongh  ("oloiiel  Scott  from  Mr.  I'orter  at 
Harrisburg  confirms  the  jiropi-iety  of  the  action  of  Comniodore  Breese. 

I'tuler  no  other  circumstances  cituld  he  haveaflbrded  the  convoy  now 
Rutldeidy  asked  for.  In  three  or  four  days  more  lie  will  have  three  or 
fonr  other  steamers  in  readiness  for  what  may  be  retpiircd  of  them. 

Tlie  idea  of  sending  off  at  ouce  the  steamer  most  iiuickly  available 
Hro.se  from  a  mes.sage  received  by  me  from  the  captain  who  lantlcd 
the  Massachu.setts  regiment  at  Fortress  Monroe,  that  Colonel  Dimick 
considered  the  movements  of  a  couple  of  small  steamers  suspicious, 
and  tliat  he  needed  much  some  means  of  rommurdcating  with  Govern- 
ment and  other  vessels  passing  in  and  out  of  the  capes. 

Knowing  how  exposed  the  steamers  conveying  men  and  provisions 
to  Washington  will  be  on  their  return  and  how  <langerous  one  of  the 
steamers  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  secessionists,  it  wa*J  evident 
thiit  iin  armed  steamer  was  needed  to  see  them  safely  beyond  Cape 
Henry. 


§ 
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Tbo  Monticello  lias  one  10-inch  pivot  gun  forward  and  two  32-ponnd- 

CfH  lift. 

Sbo  has  power  ernough  to  tow  the  Cumberland  and  thus  give  her  the 
efllcioiK-y  of  a  stt^ain  corvette. 

8liu  can  aid  in  thu  blocku<lo  of  the  James  River  when  not  needed  for 
convoying. 

I'Vivriug  a  scarcity  of  jirovision.s  at  Washington,  I  have  advise^l  the 
sliipnii'titou  iMiiird  the  Monticello  of  all  thu  bread,  etc.,  she  could  take 
after  taking  in  lilO  tons  of  coiil,  which  will  last  her  three  or  four  weeks. 

This  lias  ln-en  done  withont  the  usual  form  uf  requisition  and  1  deem 
it  just  to  let  yon  know  the  circunistances  under  which  the  irregularity 
of  the  proceedings  hiis  been  thought  justifiable. 

With  sincere  respect,  1  am,  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.   H.  A8PINWAJ.L. 
lion.  (iIUEON   Wklles, 

8ooretary  of  the  Navy,  Washitigton. 


Letter  from    Willinm  H.  AnpinwaU,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xatfy, 
regarding  coal  and  vesxeU/or  the  use  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Yaud,  Brookj^yn,  April  24,  [18G1.] 

Sib:  As  the  Monticello  is  detained  a  few  hours,  1  beg  leave  to  add  to 
my  conuiiunieatiou  of  this  date. 

Fiiuling  tiiut  one  of  the  largest  coal  companies  was  paying  demurrage 
on  vessels  loa<ling  for  foi-eign  i>orts,  in  consequence  of  short  supplies 
from  their  mines  (arising  from  the  recent  freshets  and  from  the  enlist- 
ing of  their  oi)eratives),  I  at  once  went  to  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 
(Company  and  i)nrchased  5(X)  tons  lump  coal,  deliverable  in  a  week,  and 
li,(KKi  tous  steamer  coal,  delivered  in  all  the  month  of  May;  the  prices 
Iwing  ^3.70  for  the  formei-  and  $3.80  for  latter,  which  1  hold  at  your 
disjtosal  in  ea.se  you  want  to  establish  a  coal  deix)t  ashore  or  in  a  hulk 
nnder  the  guns  of  Fortre.ss  Monroe  or  of  the  Conntitution.  If  you  can 
sujiply  yourself  from  the  cauivls  or  railroatl  at  Havre  de  Grace,  1  would 
advise  your  retaining  these  2,500  and  adding  to  them,  for  the  supply  of 
Key  West  and  other  iH>ints  on  the  Gul£ 

1  have  notitied  Mr.  Bridge  that  he  can  call  on  me  for  any  money 
netnled  for  purchases  until  he  can  make  the  regular  arrangements. 
To  day  he  only  availed  of  what  was  nei-essary  to  secure«the  only  lot  of 
suitable  tobacco  in  the  city  and  ci>uoerniug  which  he  had  to  give  an 
immediate  answer. 

The  large  Cunarder.  Kedar,  has  been  chartere«l  to-day  and  can  trans- 
port a  huge  IxHly  of  horses,  if  needed.  l)etween  decks.    She  carries  i 
English  colors  and  can  bring  up  a  large  amount  of  railroad  iron  to 
Aiiua|K>lis  if  ni>e4le«l. 

I  find  a  gre;^t  deticiency  in  this  yartl  of  gun  carriages  for  pivot  guns; 
if  there  l>e  four  or  six  which  t-ould  be  spared  from  the  Washington 
yarxi.  and  they  can  be  sent  here  by  one  of  the  returning  steaoters,  they 
will  Ih>  netxletl  for  Sinch  guns. 

Although  I  presume  you  are  informed  of  what  is  passing  in  Boston,  I 
will  take  the  chance  of  reiietition  and  say  that  Conunodore  Stringhua 
le!.  .—  - '  -  Ids  ship  can  not  be  ready  for  tnelve  days. 

ttrti  hats  arrived  fri»m  Ja^ian,  and  is  to-day  anchored  in  ttej 
■MittT  iiai  Dor,  and  w«r«  aqyooe  aotbomed  to  give  the  order  1 
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she  would  be  sent  to  Hamptou  Roads  for  your  further  orders.  She 
could  take  provisions  aud  troops  from  Boston  to  such  points  iu  the 
Chesapeake  as  bay  transports  couki  meet  her. 

Both  this  yard  and  that  of  Oharlestowii  [Mass.]  are  short  of  officers 
for  the  small  nteaniers  tilting  out,  but  prime  accomplished  men  can  be 
selected  from  the  merchant  captains  and  mates,  as  was  Commodore 
Hull,  from  my  grandfather's  service  at  New  London  years  ago. 

Apologizing  for  my  suggestions,  I  am,  very  truly  aud  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  ASPmWAJLL. 

[Hon.  GmEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary.] 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadelphia^ 
regarding  u»e  of  revenue  cutter  at  Annapolis. 

Philadelphia,  April  24, 1861. 
Dear  Sib:  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having  placed  at  my  dis- 
I)08al  the  revenue  cutter  Fortcard,  for  the  protection  of  the  transports 
between  Cecil  aud  Annapolis,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  cause  this 
vessel  to  be  fully  armed  and  manned,  with  an  ample  supply  of  provisions 
and  ammunition,  and  direct  the  captain  t^i  proceed  immediately  to 
Annapolis  and  use  his  best  endeavors  to  prot«ct  the  transjMjrts  in  such 
manner  as  the  military  commanders  at  the  termini  of  the  route,  (Veil 
and  Annapolis,  may  from  time  to  time  direct.  If  he  should  meet  any 
unfriendly  craft  on  his  way  to  Annajwlis  he  should  be  instructed  to 
sink  or  capture  them. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  Edgar  Thomson, 

Acting  for  Secretary  of  War. 
[Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant.] 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  to  Captain  Xonea,  U.  8, 
Rerenue  Marine,  commanding  U.  8.  rernine  cutter  Forward,  to  pro- 
ceed to  duty  between  Annapolis  ami  PerryrilU;  Md. 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  April  25, 1861. 

By  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitted  to  me 
by  Mr.  J.  Edgar  Thomson,  you  will  please  pro<eed  with  all  dispatch, 
with  the  cutter  Forward  under  your  command,  to  Annajvolis,  Md.,  aud 
report  to  Captain  G.  S.  Blake,  commanding  the  naval  forces  at  that 
IMiint.  The  object  in  view  is  to  kee])  the  line  of  way  open  from  PeiTy- 
ville  to  Annapolis  and  to  perform  such  other  duty  as  Captain  Blake 
may  direct. 

I J  you  meet  any  unfriendly  craft  on  yonr  way  to  Annapolis,  yon  will 
capture  or  sink  them,  alter  taking  out  their  crews,  if  you  deem  it 
necessaiy. 

Should  you  meet  United  States  steamers,  chartered  or  belonging  to 
the  Navy  proper,  carrying  troops  or  in  any  way  employed  in  the  pub- 


1 


lie  »ervic«,  yon  art  aatborued  to  urge  them  to  give  yon  a  tow.  which  I 
am  sure  tbtry  will  do. 

I  am,  very  rcurtectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

18.  F. 
Ca 
fpn 


Captiiiii  n.  R.  .VoxKH, 

U.  4,  lievcnue  Cutter  Forward,  Philadelphia. 


port  of  FUifj- Officer  I'endergratt,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home 
HouoflroH,  of  the  »eizure  by  the  U.  N.  ship  Cumberland,  of  the  steam  tug 
loung  America  and  schooner  Oeorge  M.  Smith. 


U.  8.  Flagship  CrMBEBLAND, 
Off  FortrcHH  Monroe,  Va.,  April  25,  1861. 
HlB:  I  l)av<>  tho  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  after- 
noon of  April  'ii,  !«(»),  a  schooner,  lying  off'  Fortress  Monroe,  was  seen 
with  a  hi|;iial  of  (ItstreHS  tlying;  a  boat  was  immediately  sent  to  her 
relief,  wlien  the  steam  tii^  Vouitij  America  was  seen  coming  toward  her, 
i>vidciitly  with  tlie  intention  of  taking  her  oil'.  Fearing  tliut  the  boat 
ronld  not  bring  her  to,  I  ordered  a  shot  to  Im  fired,  which  had  the 
desired  (^ll'i-et.  Tlii-  tug  wiis  then  ordered  to  come  alongside,  and  the 
Helmoner,  wli it'll  [troviMl  to  be  the  (levri/i^  M.  Smith,  o{  'Sew  York,  bound 
to  Wilmington,  N.  <!.,  iinrlntred  under  the  guua  of  the  fort.  On  close 
Itispeclion  of  her  eaigo  it  was  found  tti  be  contraband  of  war,  cimsist- 
iiig  iir  [tart  of  a  eomplete  set  of  gun  carriages  for  a  light  artillery  bat- 
tery, mid  was  iK'cordingly  seized  by  me,  in  connection  with  the  steam 
tug,  unit  I'orleilcd  to  tluiliovernmeut  of  tho  United  States.  The  steam 
In;;  is  ivl.  present  used  by  me  as  a  tender,  and  I  have  found  her  to  be  of 
iniu'h  serviei'.  I  woidd  bo  glad  to  liave  the  instnirtions  of  the  Depart- 
ment ill  rehition  to  l!n'm.  1  would  also  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
Department  I  lie  necessity  of  having  a  couple  of  small  armed  steamers 
of  light  dralt  sent  here  witlH)Ut  delay. 

11  have  the  honor  to  bo,  sir,  \  ory  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
(i.   .1.   I'BNDEKGBAST, 
FlagOfficer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
llou.  GlDRON   WRLLBS, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Letter  fi'om  Flag-Offieer  I'endergrast,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Home 
SijundroH,  to  Slajordtmcnil  (hrynn,  C.  S.  Arnty,  commanding  forces, 
Norfolk  IH^trict,  regarding  >tei:ure  of  the  steam  tug  Young  America 
ami  tvhaoner  George  M.  Smith. 

U.   S.    FLAOSHTP  CtTTBEBLAND, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  25,  1S61. 
SiB:  Yonr  letter*  nnder  date  of  April  2'>,  1S61,  enclosing  a  commu- 
nication t'iHim  Colonel  .1.  Dimick,  wi»s  this  moment  banded  me  by 
Captain  .lones,  tine  of  your  aids,  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

lu  rt^^ily  to  your  communication  I  have  to  say  that  the  schooner 
f.  j^ifik  was  sMMi  with  a  signal  of  distress  flying,  and  a  boat 

*  Not  fband. 
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was  immediately  diapatcLetl  to  her  relief,  when  the  BteEtm  tug  Young 
America  was  seen  coming  directly  toward  lier.  Thinking  that  the  boat 
wonkl  not  be  able  to  bring  her  to,  a  gun  was  tired,  which  had  the 
desired  nfleet. 

The  said  achooner  was  loaded  with  contraband  of  war  and  was 
accordingly  ordered  under  the  i)rotection  of  the  fort  and,  in  connection 
with  tlic  steam  tug  Young  America,  becomes  the  property  of  the  U.  8. 
Ciovcniment  by  my  order. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendkugkast, 
Flag  Officer,  Commander  in  Chief  Home  iSquadron. 

M^or-General  Walter  Gwyhn, 

Commanding  Forces,  Norfolk  District. 


Permit  to  James  J,  Cole,  commanding  steam  Uig  Young  America. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Cumberland, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  2ti,  ISCl. 

Thiis  is  to  certify  that  James  J.  Cole,  in  command  of  the  steam  tug 
Ynnng  Am.erica,  was  taken  prisoner,  while  in  the  emjiloy  of  the  seces- 
sionists, by  my  order,  and  is  hereby  x>ermitted  to  proceed  North,  but 
not  to  return  South  again. 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
FUigOfflcer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron, 


Order  of  the  commantlant  navy  yard,  New  York,  to  Lieutenant  Braine, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U,  8,  8,  Monti^ello,  regarding  transport  duty. 

Navv  Yard  [New  York],  April  as,  1861. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  yon  are  ready  in  all  essentials  proceed  on  your 
course  with  the  MonticeUo,  stopping  ofl"  pier  2,  North  River,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  tlie   Kill   von   Knll,  transport,  under  convoy,  as 
requested  l)y  (ieiieral  Wool,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  district. 
UespectfuUy,  etc. 

8ah.  L.  Brbesb, 

Commandant. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Brain£,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  tlie  commandant  navy  yard,  Phila- 
delphia, to  employ  tugs  for  duty  bettceen  Annapolis  and  Havre  de 
Grace,  Md. 

War  Department,  Washington,  .\pril  25,  1861. 
The  commandant,  under  the  direction  of  Major  General  Patterson,  of 
the  tr<M)ps  iit  Perryville,  ia  directed  to  employ  two  tugboats  and  the 
requisite  number  of  men  to  man  them,  each  carrying  about  twelve 
men,  and  a  howitzer  if  deemed  necessary,  to  ply  between  that  point 
and  Annapolis,  each  boat  making  a  trip  daily,  and  seize  and  detain 
all  the  tugboats  plying  in  the  Susquehanna  south  of  Havre  de  Grace, 
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owned  or  manned  by  citizens  of  Maryland,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  necessary  to  i)rotect  the  mails  and  interests  of  the 
United  States  between  the  points  named. 
Very  respectfully, 

Simon  Camekon, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[  Endoraamool.] 

Sib  :  You  will  proceed  and  execute  the  above  onier  to  the  best  of 
your  judgment. 

Ghas.  Steedman, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Lieutenant  Pbikck  Cbosby,  U.  8.  Navy.] 


Report  of  cotnmandant  nary  yard,  Netc  York,  regarding  preparation  of 

11(1 1'til  forrt:  for  duty  in  the  Chegapeake. 

Navy  Yaed  [New  York],  April  25,  \1S61,] 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Itepartmetit  thiit  I  have  placed 
twenty-two  recruits,  with  tirms  and  provisions,  on  board  the  steamer 
Yankee,  provided  by  Mr.  Aspinwall  as  a  dispati^li  or  convoy  vessel 
between  Annapolis  and  Havre  de  Grace.  The  master  of  her  I  have 
apj)ointed  uetinn  master  in  the  Navy  for  temporary  duty;  also  two  mas- 
ter's nmtes.  Mr.  Fox  I  have  appointed  for  the  moment  acting  lieuten- 
ant. As  the  YankiT^H  crew  is  eiimjiosed  of  United  States  seamen,  her 
ofticers  nmst  be  clothed  witii  ollicial  autliority.  I  regret  to  say  again 
there  are  no  ofticers  on  the  stati<iii  wlioin  I  can  emphiy.  I  trust  I  will 
have  your  autliurity  to  apjxant  otlicers,  to  open  another  rendezvous,  to 
oiler  k~^)  iioutity,  to  take  men  without  bounty  for  a  year  or  less,  lor  the 
pur])ose  of  manning  the  small  chartered  steamers;  otherwise  all  the 
three-year  men,  who  would  <io  lietter  on  board  the  Wabanh  or  Saraiinah, 
will  be  out  of  my  reaob.  1  have  been  offered  by  the  yacht  club  to  pro- 
cure a  hundred  or  more  men  %vho  liave  been  employed  with  them  for 
the  steamers,  if  I  would  accei)t  their  services  for  a  few  months,  or  a 
year  at  furthest.  1  shi)uld  like  to  have  your  authority  also  to  iucreivse 
the  crew  [iroper  of  the  North  Carolina  by  the  a<ldition  of  some  forty  or 
fifty,  recommended  by  the  su|terintendent  of  the  Sailors'  Home  at  Staten 
Island,  Captain  Oepeyster. 

]  have  your  eoininunication  by  the  hands  of  the  messenger,  W,  T. 
Connor.     Most  of  its  directions  you  will  perceive  have  been  anticipated. 

Commodore  Stringham  telegraidied  toe  that  the  Niuijani  nmst  stop 
here  to  have  her  feed  pipes  rejjaired  and  to  obtain  ofticers.  I  informed 
him  yesterday  that  no  ofticers  could  be  obtained  here,  and  must  be  got 
in  Boston.  If  she  has  to  go  into  dock  to  do  these  repairs,  it  will  retard 
our  Work,  I  fear,  more  than  is  desirable. 

The  (^aker  City,  iurnished  by  the  committee  under  orders  of  General 
Wool,  was  intended  to  operate  within  the  capes  of  Virginia,  and  thus 
relieve  the  Mimficflln  from  that  duty,  .so  that  she  may,  with  others,  be 
sent  el.sevvhere.     All  the  vessels  that  I  arm  liere  I  have,  of  course,  to 

?lace  men  on  board  to  work  tliem,  as  1  shall  tliis  one,  on  board  which 
place  two  32pounders.    Cajitaiu  Shufeldt  commands  her. 
Very  respectfully, 

Saml.  L.  Bbeess. 
Hon.  Secbetaby  of  the  Navy, 

Washington, 


Further  report  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Neic    YorJc,  rcffarding 
preparation  of  naval  force  for  duty  in  the  Chegapeakt. 

Navy  Yaed,  New  Yoek,  April  25, 1861. 

Sib  :  By  the  chartered  steamer  Monticello,  Lieatenant  Ooniiuanding 
Braiiie,  which  vessel  left  here  today  for  the  Chesapeake  at  the  sugges- 
tion and  by  the  advice  of  Vice  President  Hamlin  and  General  Wool, 
in  order  to  prot«ct  the  transports  with  men  and  provisions  tliiit  leave 
here  to-day  and  to-morrow,  1  have  assented  to  Captain  Eagle's  taking 
passage  with  communications  to  you  and  the  War  Department.  In 
them  I  neglected  to  say  that  in  view  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  men 
for  the  Navy  for  three  years  I  request  authority  to  order  them  shipped, 
at  least  as  many  [asj  are  necessary  for  the  steamers  ordered,  for  a 
shorttM'  period.  I  laope  I  am  acting  in  unison  with  tlie  views  and  wishes 
of  the  Department  in  making  the  acting  appointmentB  I  have  already 
made.  Unless  I  do  so  or  officers  be  sent  me  I  can  not  commission  the 
steamers  after  they  arc  titted.  Am  I,  as  fast  as  they  are  prepared,  to 
man  them  and  officer  them  as  I  may  deem  necessary!  With  the  con- 
sent of  the  Itepartment  1  will  ojjcn  a  second  rendezvons  temporarily, 
which  will  facilitate  getting  men.  I  am  now  jjreparing  the  propeller 
Yttn}<ee,  provided  by  Mr.  Asjiinwall  to  ply  about  Annapolis,  and  will 
place  Mr.  Fox,  formerly  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  in  command  of  her 
with  about  twenty  men  from  the  recruits.  I  have  put  two  32-pounder3 
on  board.  She  may  leave  to-morrow.  I  have  provisioned  such  vessels 
as  are  already  prepared,  and  shall,  unless  directed  to  the  contrary, 
continue  to  do  so.  I  take  leave  again  to  urge  that  the  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance be  directetl  to  send  all  the  howitzers,  fixed  ammunition,  etc., 
possible.     I  send  this  by  your  return  messenger. 

The  Niagara  is  coming  here  fiom  Boston  and  will  want  nearly  all  her 
complement  of  officers.    There  are  none  here  for  her. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

aAMi>.  L.  Bbegsg, 

Commandant. 

[Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy.] 

P.  S. — I  have  paid  your  messenger  fS  to  enable  him  to  proceed  on 
his  way  back. 

There  are  two  vessels,  in  our  opinion,  suitable,  which  we  can  not 
charter,  but  can  purchase  at  $75,000  each,  Ilave  I  authority  to  pur- 
chase if  found  suitable? 

S.  L.  B. 


Rejtort  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Philadelphia,  regarding  equipment  of 
revenue  cutter  Forward  and  uteamer  Phinea»  Sprague. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Philadelphia,  April  25,  ISiH. 

Sir  :  Your  confidential  communications  of  the  22d  and  23d  instant 
were  delivered  to  me  lute  last  night  by  a  special  messenger. 

My  letters  previously  written  will  inform  you  of  my  proceedings  up 
to  yesterday,  iiiehuliiig  my  agreement  to  take  up  the  steam  packet  of 
the  Havana  line,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  to  a  certain  extent  I 
have  anticipated  the  couttdential  instructions  now  received.  To-day  I 
have  e<iuipped  and  sent  to  sea  the  revenue  cutter  Forward,  under  the 
sanction  uf  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  orders  to  her  ooia- 
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mander,  Captain  H.  B.  Nones,  to  proceed  to  Annapolis  and  rejKjrt  to 
Captain  Blake  for  furtber  instructions.  Sbe  is  a  sailing  vessel.  In 
addition  to  this,  I  have  tbis  day  seized,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  and  pressed  into  service  (without  objection  from  lier  owners) 
the  line  stesiui  propeller  Phineas  Spragvt,  one  of  tlie  very  finest  stejim- 
ers  in  the  port,  llcr  draft  of  water  is  rather  bciivicr  than  I  conld  havo 
wished,  but  under  your  modilied  orders  I  had  no  hesitation  alx)ut  tak- 
ing her,  for  she  is  so  superior  in  her  rinalities  and  can  carry  so  heavy  a 
battery  that  she  will  be  invaluable  to  the  service.  1  can  buy  the  ship, 
if  Hie  Department  would  prefer  it,  for  ijiMiOdfl. 

1  oiiutted  to  nteution  in  the  proper  order  of  this  letter  that  yoar 
order  to  keep  the  bay  open  for  the  transportation  of  troops  iVom  the 
Susquehanna  to  Annapolis  was  anticipated  in  sending  the  Ice  Boat 
with  four  32-pounder  cannon,  which  vessel  has  probably  reached  there 
to-night,  and  will  be  followed  by  the  cutter  Forward  and  other  vessels. 

I  am  in  daily  intercourse  with  Major-General  Patterson  and  the 
president  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  liailroad  Company  in 
reference  to  the  transportation  of  trcwps,  as  you  will  perceive  by  my 
letter  of  yesterday. 

I  ba\'e  the  honor  t»)  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Letter  from  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadtdpkia,  to  Commodore  Pauld- 
ing, U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  measure* /or  protection  of  Annapolis. 

COJDIANDANT'S  OFFICE,  U.  S.  NAVT  YABD, 

PhiUidclphia,  April  25,  1861. 

CoMHODoBE:  I  am  much  in  want  of  young  and  active  lieutenanta; 
if  not  at  hand,  could  not  the  senior  class  at  Annaiwlis  be  graduated  at 
oncel 

I  have  anticipated  the  Secretary's  order  by  several  days  in  covering 
Aituapolis  by  mi  armed  steamer  and  keeping  the  way  oyt&n  by  arming 
the  principal  steamer  plying  between  Perryville  and  Annapolis  and 
protecting  I'erryville  at  the  point  of  embarkation.  I  have  just  sent 
the  revenue  cutter  Forward  (sailing)  to  the  same  point,  to  report  to 
Blake,  and  1  am  in  communication  with  the  latter,  through  Commander 
Steedman,  who,  with  a  party  of  sailors,  is  doing  good  service  on  the 
Susfjuehanna.  Three  hundred  barrels  of  provisions  were  sent  by  the 
president  of  the  railroad  company  on  Steiedman's  representations  of 
shortcomings  at  Annapolis. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Lieutenant  A.  Barbot  is  disaffected, 
but  being  under  sentence  of  court-martial,  not  yet  divulged,  1  have  not 
been  able  to  get  hold  of  him. 

Commodore,  put  the  screws  to  all  such  people.  We  are  all  shocked 
at  the  news  of  the  disaffection  of  officers  at  Washington  and  Norfolk. 
Among  the  most  loyal  and  devoted  officers  here  are  Southerners. 
Nicholson  and  Gardner,  my  seniors,  have  volunteered  to  serve  under 
my  orders  at  any  moment,  both  of  whom  are  Marylauders. 
I  am,  very  truly,  etc., 

8.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Commodore  H.  Paitldino, 

Xary  Department,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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P.  8. — The  two  steamers  (inopellei's)  are  very  fme  vessels  luul  worthy 
of  permanent  attaclimeiit  to  the  Navy.  Aio  tliey  to  have  regular  crews 
anil  officers?  I  have  given  J.  R.  Goldsborough  one  and  Lientenant 
Sartori  the  other.  The  Georijia  is  a  side- wheeler,  but  a  sea  steamer,  and 
better  to  charter  than  to  purchase;  the  two  others  should  be  bought, 
for  they  can  go  to  (?hina  after  the  war. 

If  1  coucIuiJe  on  churteriug  the  Georgia  1  will  give  her  to  Commander 
Aldeii. 

In  haste, 

s.  F.  n.  p. 

Please  see  my  dispatches  to  Secretary. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Rodgerti,  U.  S.  Navy,  irommanding  U.  S.  nhip  Con- 
stitution, regarding  proponed  location  of  Naval  Academy  at  Fort 
Adams,  R.  I. 

U.  S.  Ship  Constitution, 

Off  Annapolin,  April 25,  1861. 

SiE:  I  am  Just  about  fa>  sail  for  New  York  with  the  acting  niidsliip- 
nien  ot  the  Academy.  Captain  HIake  8|>oke  to  me  to-day  of  Fort  Adams, 
Newport,  as  a  good  place  to  temporarily  locate  the  midshipmen,  and 
asked  me  for  information  as  to  its  capabilities  for  receiving  them. 
licfore  yon  decide  npon  any  place,  if  you  will  permit  mo,  immediately 
iqiou  my  arr>  al  at  New  York,  to  ascertain  the  eouvenicuces  at  New- 
]  ort  or  some  oMier  place  and  report  to  yon,  I  can,  I  think,  make  such 
arrangements  as  will  be  suitable.  In  the  meantime  I  can  easily  organ- 
ize and  accommodate  them  on  boaiil  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  RODGERS, 

Lieutenant  in  Charge. 
[Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,] 


Report  of  Commander  Glasson,  TJ.  S.  Nary,  commanding  XT.  8.  hrig  Perry, 
regarding  the  morements  of  that  vessel  in  compliance  xcith  orders  from 
the  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York. 

IT.  S.  Beiq  Pebbv,  AiitwpoHs,  April  35,  1S61. 
8lB:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  arrived  hero  from 
New  York  this  day,  on  special  service,  in  temporary  command  of  the 
hT\g  Perry,  with  the  steamers  Jame^  Adgcr,  the  Marion,  and  the  Ala 
bania,  having  volunteer  troops  on  board,  and  shall  return  forthwith  to 
New  York  with  the  steamer  James  Adger,  iu  accordance  with  my 
instructions  from  Commodore  Breese. 

The  light  houses  at  Cape  Charles  and  Cape  Henry  show  no  lights. 
A  schooner  is  sunk  in  about  5  fathoms  of  water  about  0  miles  north  of 
Wolf  Trap  light  ship,  ChesaiJcake  Bay.  The  light-boat  olf  Windmill 
Point  has  been  removed;  also  the  light-l>oat  at  Smith's  Point. 

1  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions   from   Commodore 
Breese.  also  from  Major  General  Charles  W.  Sandford. 
lam.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  J.  Glahson, 

Commander  U,  8.  Navy. 
ilou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


OPERATIONS  Oir  THE  ATLANTIC  COAST. 

Letter  from  Major-Qeneral  Sand/urd,  commanding  Firgt  Diruion,  New 

York  Stole  Militia,  to  the  Secretary  of  llie  Navy,  relative  to  the  di«patch- 

ing  of  troops. 

New  York,  April  25,  1861—2  p.  m. 

SlE:  I  have  just  received  your  letter*  of  the  22d  instant,  by  th© 
hands  of  your  Kpot'ial  nie.sseiiper,  Mr.  Connor. 

The  Harriet  Lane,  having  been  reported  to  me  for  escort  duty  on 
Sunday  last,  sailed  the  same  day  about  (5  \\.  m.  in  charge  of  steamers 
containing  4,7(K(  troops,  with  provisions  for  thirty  days. 

Finding  that  the  other  rentes  were  obstructed,  I  directed  Captain 
Fauiice  to  proceed  with  the  fleet  up  the  Totomac,  unless  there  was 
some  obstruftion  which  could  not  be  overcome  by  the  force  which 
accompanied  him.  In  case  there  were  any  temporary  batteries  erected 
by  the  enemy  which  it  would  not  be  safe  to  pass,  the  commanding  offi- 
cers were  directetl  to  land  and  destroy  them,  and  in  case  of  their  pas- 
sage being  absolutely  closed.  Captain  Faunce  waa  instructed  to  proceed, 
to  Aiinaiwlis. 

Those  orders  were  kept  secret  and  the  public  was  not  aware  of  the 
destination  of  the  fleet. 

1  hope  it  has  arrived  safely.    The  fleet  which  sailed  on  Tuesday 
night  (the  23d  instant)  with  .^(HW  men,  under  the  escort  of  the  U.  S. 
brig  Perry,  was  directed  by  me  to  land  at  Annapolis,  in  order  to  reeu- 
force  the  Seventh  Regiment,  then  delayed  at  that  port. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  W.  Sandfoed^ 
Major- Oeneral,  First  Division,  New  York  State  MtliUa. 


Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


■  Letter  from   Wm,  H.   Aspimeall,  esq.,   to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

■  regarding  the  dispatching  from  New  York  of  vessels  with  troops  and 
I             stores, 

^^L  Brooklyn  [New  Yobk]  Navy  Yard, 

^V  Thursday,  April  2o,  [1861.] 

8tr:  I  took  the  liberty  of  informing  you  by  Captain  Eagle,  who  left 
this  morning  at  10  o'clock  in  the  Monticello,  armed  propeller,  that  I  had 
taken  njion  myself  to  buy  2,500  tons  of  coal,  the  stock  and  supply 
being  short.  This  will  be  sent  in  three  vessels  to  the  capes  of  Virginia, 
to  be  landed  as  you  may  direct,  either  at  [Old]  Point  Comfort,  Annap- 
olis, or  Key  West. 

The  Niagara  will  go  to  the  cajyeB  of  Virginia  for  your  orders,  and  pos- 
sibly Commodore  Stringham  may  go  in  her,  leaving  orders  for  the 
Minnesota  to  follow. 

The  Kedar,  a  large  Cunard  propeller,  leaves  to  morrow  with  1,000 
barrels  beef,  1.000  barrels  pork,  and  considerable  bread  and  troops,  [on] 
her  pas.sage  up  the  Potomac. 

The  Yankee,  armed  proj teller,  leaves  in  the  morning  under  charge  of 
Captain  Fox,  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  Government  as  a  dispateh  vessel 
and  convoy  between  Aunaimlis  and  Havre  de  Grace,  and  to  furnish 
motive  steam  i>ower  to  the  Constitution. 

Has  it  occurred  to  you  how  effectual  sunken  vessels  off  tSouthem 
harbors  would  be  toward  establishing  a  blockade! 

*S«ep.  337. 


^ 
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I  will  send  a  propoBition  for  a  submerged  U'legrapli  to-morrow 
morning. 

Very  respectfnlly, 

Wm.  H.  Aspinwall. 
I  Inn.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


'Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nar;/  to  Commander  Ridgely,  U.  8.  Navy, 
eommnnding  U.  S.  ship  Alleghany,  regarding  transfer  of  recruits  to 
Annapolis. 

Navy  Depabtment,  April  26, 1861. 
SiE:  It  13  considered  advisable  to  get  the  steamer  [ship]  Alleghany 
out  of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore.  Yon  will  therefore,  if  it  can  be  done, 
employ  a  tug  to  tow  her  to  Annapolis.  If  you  can  not  procure  a  tug 
for  this  purpose,  yon  will  transfer  the  recruits  by  any  practicable  moans 
to  Annapolis,  with  orders  to  report  to  Captain  George  S.  Blake. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Commander  D.  B.  Hidoelt, 

Vovtmaiiding  U.  S.  Receiving  8hip  Alleghany,  Baltimore. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Superintendent  Naiml  Academy, 
Annapolis,  for  the  ret-ention  at  that  place  of  the  U.  8.  nhip  Constitution. 

Navy  Department,  April  26, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  recruits  on  board  the  steamer  [ship!  Alleghany,  at  Baltimore, 

have  been  ordered  to  report  to  yon.     If  the  Cormtitution  has  not  left, 

the  Department  deems  it  advisable  that  she  remain  at  Annapolis  for 

[  the  protection  of  troops,  ett^'.,  who  may  arrive  from  the  North,  if  it  can 

I  be  done  with  safety  to  the  ship. 

The  Department  desires  to  transfer  the  following  acting  midshipmen 
to  report  to  FlagOtticer  Striugham  at  Boston,  viz :  A.  T.  Snell,  L.  Phoe- 
nix, C.  B.  McKay,  William  T.  Sampson,  and  William  F.  Stewart. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Captain  O.  S.  Blaex, 

Superintendent  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis. 


Order  of  FlngOfficcr  Pcnderyrast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Home  Squad- 
ron, to  Lieutenant  Todd,  V.  S.  Nary,  to  seize  schooner  Cambridge. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumberland, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  26,  1861, 
Sir:  You  will  seize  in  the  name  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  the  schooner  Cambridge,  now  lying  oflf  Fortress  Monroe,  giving 
a  receipt  for  the  amount  of  coal  on  board  of  her. 
You  will  then  tow  her  into  the  wharf  at  the  fortress  and  secure  her. 
Very  respectliilly, 

G.  J.  Penderorast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Some  Squtulron. 
Lieutenant  H.  D.  Todd,  D.  S.  Navy. 
N  w  R — VOL  4 22 
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Beport  of  FlagOfficer  Pendergrtut,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  the  seizure  of  schooner  Cambridge. 

U.  S,  Flagship  CtrMBBRLAND, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  2H,  1801. 

8iH :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  today  ordered 
the  schooner  Vamhridije,oi  Haltimore,  bouiul  to  Norfolk  with  coiU,  t^)  be 
seized  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  SLites.  The  said 
schooner  wmtained  l(t5  tons  of  coal,  for  which  I  gave  a  receipt.  I  would 
also  state  that  there  is  very  little  coal  in  the  fort,  and  I  would  be  glad 
to  have  the  wishes  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  matter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendeegrast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Pendergra^t,  U.  S.  Ifavy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  to  Captain  Buckler,  commanding  nchooner  Cambridge,  regard- 
ing the  sei-zure  of  that  reasel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cttmberland, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  28,  18(il. 
Sir  :  I  have  seized  your  vessel,  the  schooner  Cambridge,  of  Baltimore, 
with  lOJJ  tons  of  i-oal  on  board,  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  for  which  I  will  {jive  you  a  receipt. 

The  said  admoiier  will  be  detaiued  here  until  1  receive  further  instrac- 
tions  from  Washington,  when  you  will  be  allowed  the  regular  pay  for 
detention. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendergeast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Borne  Squadron, 
Captain  Samtel  Buoklee, 

Commanding  Schooner  Cambridge, 

I  hereby  certify  having  received  and  seized  for  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  105  tons  of  coala  on  board  the  schooner 
Cambridge. 

G.  J.  Penderorast, 
Flag-Officerf  Oominanding  Home  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Pendcrgrast,  U.  8.  Xarif,  eommanding  Home  Squad- 
ron, to  Lieutenant  liraiue,  U.  S.Navy,  commanding  U.  S,  S.  MonticcUo, 
to  proceed  to  Annapolis,  Md. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumberland, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  April  26,  1861. 
Sir  :  Yon  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  Monticello  to  Annapolis,  Md., 
and.  after  landing  Captain   Eagle,  return  immediately  to  Fortress 
Monroe. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendergeast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Braink, 

Commanditig  U.  8.  8.  Monticello. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Pendergraat,  U.  8,  Navy,  commanding  Home 
Sqtuulron,  to  Colonel  Dimick,  U.  8,  Army,  regarding  provitiong. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumbkbland, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  2ii,  1861. 
8m:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  yoa  that  the  U.  S.  S.  MonticeUo  arrived 
here  thia  evening  with  provisioDS  for  this  ship  with  discretiouary  power 
to  land  them  at  the  fort. 

We  are  not  in  immediate  want  of  them  and  if  you  need  them  I  will 
have  them  lauded  at  the  wharf  withoat  delay,  as  the  steamer  mast 
proceed  with  dispatches. 
I  would  be  glad  to  have  an  early  answer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendeegbast, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Colonel  J.  DimoK,  U.  8.  Army, 

Commanding  Fortress  Monroe. 


Letter  from  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  regarding  restoration  to  active  service  of  officers  who  had  resigned 
from  tlie  U.  S.  Navy. 

Unofficial.]         U.  8.  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  April  26, 1861. 

SiK:  The  exigencies  of  the  service  have  induced  me  to  avail  myself 
of  the  gallant  offer  for  duty  made  to  me  by  Ex- Lieutenant  Watmough, 
and  I  have  sent  him  on  important  service  to  Perryvillo  with  two  32- 
pounder  cannon,  to  cover  the  embarkation  of  troops  at  that  point  on 
the  Susquehanna. 

The  resignations  from  the  Navy  having  so  painfully  increased,  it  has 
been  reported  that  the  Department  may  restore  permanently  or  during 
the  war  the  commissions  of  officers  who  left  the  service  with  unblem- 
ished reputations  and  noted  professional  efficiency  and  who  have 
oil'ered  their  services  in  the  present  emergency. 

Should  this  be  the  case,  I  do  not  hesitate  respectfully  to  ask  that 
Lieutenant  Watmough  may  be  included  in  these,  as  he  comes  under  all 
the  requisites  above  mentioned  in  an  eminent  degree. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  requesting  suspension  of 
Department's  orders  to  Lieutenant  Crosby,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Oojcmandant's  Office,  U.  8.  Navy  Yard, 

Philadelphia,  April  26,  1861. 

8m:  After  a  considerable  delay,  your  order  of  the  20th  instant  to 

Lieutenant  Crosby  has  been  received.    Previously,  however,  I  had  sent 

Lieutenant  C,  on  special  duty  with  Commander  Steedman,  in  to  keep 

the  line  of  ccmmamcatioa  between  Perryville  on  the  Susquehanna  and 
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Annapolis  open,  and  as  he  is  of  very  great  use  to  Oominander  Steed- 
man,  and  esaeutially  so  to  the  United  States,  may  I  ask  that  for  the 
present  his  orders  be  suspended t 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  roapectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  GrDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stated  regarding  extenttion  of 
blockade  to  the  ports  of  Virgijiia  and  North  Carolina,  April  27, 1861. 

Whereas,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  proclamation*  of  the  19th 
instant,  a  bloeka<lc  of  the  jtorts  of  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Geor- 
gia, Florida,  Alabama,  Louisiana,,  Missiasippi,  anil  Texas,  was  ordered 
to  bo  established ;  and,  whereas,  wince  that  date  public  property  of  the 
United  States  has  been  seized,  the  rollei'tion  of  the  revenue  obstruoted, 
and  duly  foriitnissioiied  officers  of  tlie  United  States,  while  engaged  in 
executing  the  orders  of  their  superiors,  liave  been  arrested  and  held 
in  cu8to<ly  as  prisoners,  or  have  been  itnpeded  in  the  discharge  of  their 
official  duties  without  due  legal  process  by  persons  claiming  to  act 
under  authority  of  the  Stsites  of  Virginia  and  North  CaroUna,  an  effi- 
cient blo<kade  of  the  ports  of  those  States  will  therefore  also  be  estab- 
lished. 

In  witness  whereof  I  liave  hereanto  set  my  band  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
Doue  at  the  city  of  W^ashington,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  siity- 
[L.  8.1    one,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
fifth. 

Abraham  Linooln. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Skwabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nai'y  to  Superintendent  Natal  Academy, 
Annapolis,  for  the  transfer  of  that  institution  to  Fort  Adams,  Newport, 
B.I. 

Natt  Depaetment,  April  27,  1861. 

Sib:  Your  several  commanicatious,  including  the  dispatch  of  the 
24th,  with  a  duplicate  by  Lieutenant  Simpson,  have  been  received. 
Yesterday  the  Dciiartment  suggested  the  expediency  of  continuing  the 
Comtihition  at  Annapolis  to  cover  the  lauding  of  troops.  There  was 
also  a  deticieucy  ot  tiieu  to  man  her,  and  I  am  apprehensive  that  the 
Cumberland  can  illy  spare  any  fnmi  her  crew  at  this  time.  But  as  she 
has  been  st'nt  around  to  New  York,  the  arranj;L<meut  of  transferring 
the  school  for  the  present  at  least  to  Fort  A<lanis,  will  be  consummated. 
Authority  from  the  War  Department  for  the  occupancy  of  the  fort  at 
Newport,  and  conveyance  by  the  Baltic,  have  been  granted.  Y'ou  will 
therefore  proceed  to  carry  into  ett'ecr  the  transfer  of  personnel  and  mate- ^ 
riel  from  Annaitolis  to  Fort  Adams  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
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copy  of  the  general  ordiirs  of  the  War  Departmeut,  that  Fort  Adams 
is  jilaied  temporarily  under  tbo  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Naval  Academy,  is  herewith  transmitted, 
I  am,  sir,  resijectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navtf. 
Captain  Geobgb  S.  Blake, 

Annapolin. 


Letter  from  the  Secreturjf  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  requesting 
thitt  Fort  Adunm,  Xetrport,  R.  /.,  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the 
yaral  Academy. 

Navy  Depabtment,  April  27, 1861. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  distxirbed  condition  of  affairs  in  Mary- 
land, and  the  hostile  demonstrations  toward  authorities  of  the  Federal 
(lovcrnment,  the  naval  school  at  Annapolis  has  become  broken  ui>,  and 
the  t'rifjatc  Congtilnlion  with  some  of  the  officers  and  students  on  board 
lias  sailed  for  New  York. 

It  is  ]iroposed  therefore  that  the  personnel  and  the  materiel  of  the 
academy  be  transferred  to  Fort  Adams,  Newpoi-t,  R.  I.,  at  least  for  the 
jirescnt.  I  have  therefore  to  r6<iue8t  that  the  War  Dei)artment  will 
authorize  the  fort  to  be  appro])riat.ed  for  the  use  of  the  school  until 
tnrther  orders.  And  I  would  also  request  that  the  steamer  Baltic,  on 
Iter  return  trip,  be  authorized  to  receive  on  bosird  the  otlicers  of  the 
school  and  their  fiiruitine,  also  the  books,  apparatus,  and  property 
connected  therewitli,  belonging  to  the  Government,  and  tiansport  the 
same  to  Newport. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
'  Hon.  BiMON  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from   Commander  Sieedman,    U.  S.  Navy,  to  commandant  navy 
yard,  PhiUidelphia,  regarding  additional  men  required. 


i/,  1861. 


Peebyville  [Md.],  April  27 
My  Dear  Captain:  Goldsborough  arrived  here  a  few  moments  ago, 
but  did  not  brinjr  any  men  with  him,  having  had  \m  man  and  arm  two 
tugboats.  I  am  left  with  only  5  men ;  I  hope  you  will  send  me  10  instead 
of  (i,  as  I  requested.  From  appearances  I  don't  think  my  presence 
will  bo  necessary  here  longer  than  a  week. 

You  have  forgotten  to  send  me  instructions  in  case  I  come  in  contact 
with  Glisson.     It  would  bo  extremely  mortifyiug  to  me  should  it  so 
happen  that  he  and  myself  come  in  contact  and  he  should  claim  rank, 
which  of  coarse  he  has  at  present  a  perfect  right  to  do. 
Respectfully  and  faithfully,  yours, 

Ohablbs  Steeduan. 
Cai>tain  Du  Pont, 

v.  8.  Xavy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


the  mamth  of  the  Patofteo  Ritft  for  tk«  protection  ofeomwurre. 
CoaHdential.]  Navt  Dkpabtmbst,  April  ■^,  1861. 

8lB :  The  D^MvCoieDt  has  received  informsdoD  that  there  is  a  more- 
ment  on  foot  in  Baltunore  and  its  ricinity  to  seize  the  large  ntnamfrr 
employed  as  a  transport  between  Annapolis  and  Perryrille,  and  other 
▼eMels  in  the  Government  f^ervic^. 

Ton  will  therefore  proceed  off  the  month  of  the  Patapsoo,  and  acruti- 
ntxe  veMels  coming  from  Baltimore,  seizing  any  that  have  anns  or 
articles  contraband  on  board,  protecting  peaceable  and  loyal  citizens, 
and  snppreasing  hostilities.  It  will  be  a  special  object  to  keep  open 
the  transit  between  Annapolis  and  Perryville,  which  mnst  not  be 
im  {jelled  or  obstructed. 

Yoa  will  rejjort  daily,  if  you  have  opportunity,  your  proceedings  and 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  \icinity.  At  an  early  day  I  shall  expect 
arrivals  to  relieve  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiDBOK  Wkllks. 

Captain  Johh  Fatthok, 

Commanding  U.  S.  BeveuMe  Cutter  Harriet  Lane. 


I 


Jnstructiom  of  tlte  Secretary  of  Uie  Naty  to  commandant  naty  yard.  New 
York,  regarding  measure*  for  increane  of  the  naral  force. 

Coaiidential.J  Navy  Depabtmknt.  April  27, 1861. 

SiK :  Your  communication  of  the  22d,  by  Special  ilessenger  Build,  is 
received,  and  the  course  which  yon  have  pursued  iu  ordering  the  Har- 
riet Lane  and  the  Perry  to  convoy  the  transports  approved.  The 
Dei>artn)eiit  would  have  issued  similar  orders  could  there  have  been 
conimnnication.  The  general  arrangements  you  have  made — not  only 
in  regard  to  these  vessels,  but  others — in  compliance  with  the  wishes 
of  the.  collector  for  protecting  the  commerce  and  guarding  the  port  of 
New  Yfjrk  meet  my  approval.  The  emergency  was  one  requiring 
action,  and  the  assumption  of  responsibility  in  the  absence  of  orders 
and  the  ordinury  means  of  communication,  and  your  promptitude  and 
energy  are  commended. 

In  a  conversiittou  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  yesterday  he 
said  lie  would  make  a  transfer  of  the  Corwin  and  Bibb,  and  I  had  pre 
viously  suggested  to  him  a  suspension  of  the  coast  survey  for  the  pres- 
ent. IJe  will,  I  presume,  make  a  transfer  of  the  vessels  that  are  iu 
New  York,  and  they  will  come  into  your  custody  and  supervision  as 
suggested. 

The  letter  of  this  Department  authorizing  the  employment  and 
e(|nipmeiit  of  ten  steamers  you  will  have  received  ere  this. 

Your  suggestion  that  8inch  (or  smaller)  guns  be  substituted  for  the 
9-inch,  jirovided  the  latter  can  not  be  pnteured,  must  be  adopted. 

In  regard  to  seamen,  the  President  has  authorized  the  number  to  be 
increaseil  to  25,(K)0,  and  it  is  hoped  the  enlistment  will  commence  with 
sufllcient  rapidity  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  service.  Any  meas- 
ures suggested  to  encourage  and  promoteenlistmeuts  willbe  acceptable. 

1  shall  endeavor  to  procure  from  the  Treasury  Department — but 
not,  I  apprehend,  in  eeasim  for  thi«  messenger — the  transfer  of  the 
coast  survey  vessels  alluded  to,  and  you  will  proceed  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  arrangements. 
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The  pro[)09itioii  •  of  Commander  Ward,  approved  and  forwarded  by 
you,  Las  the  sanction  of  the  Department,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to 
'end  your  efforts  to  carry  the  same  into  immediate  effect.  It  ia  very 
desirable  that  there  should  be  at  this  time  such  an  armament  on  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  its  tributaries. 

Should  you,  while  communication  is  interrupted,  find  it  necessary  to 
call  into  service  any  oflicers  who  may  be  in  your  vicinity,  on  leave  or 
retired,  you  wiU  do  so,  reporting  forthwith  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  air,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Wklles, 
Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  8ami..  L.  Breese, 

Cotnmandant  Nary  Yard,  New  I'orfc, 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8.  Navy,  oomnmnding  Home 
Squadron,  of  the  lack  of  lieutenants  in  his  command. 

U.  8.  Flagship  CiiiaBKBLANi), 
Off  FortretiH  Monroe,  Va.,  April  2S,  1861. 
SiE:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Department  that,  owing  to  the  resig- 
nations of  two  lieutenants  on  board  of  this  ship,  we  are  very  much 
crippled,  and  for  an  effectual  blockade  oflicers  of  this  rank  are  very 
necessary. 

I  would  also  state  that,  if  agreeable  to  the  Department,  I  would  like 
to  have  Lieutenant  Alexander  A.  Semmes,  late  of  the  brig  Dolphin, 
ordered  here  as  one  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Rome  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tfie  Natty, 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home  Squad- 
ron, regarding  the  lcu;k  of  instructionn  from  the  Department. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumberland, 
Off  FortreHK  Monroe,  Va.,  April  28,  1861. 

Snt :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  not  received 
any  communication  since  Flag-OflBcer  Paulding  left  here,  and  am  very 
desirous  of  knowing  whether  I  shall  prevent  vessels  passing  either 
way,  including  the  mail  steamers,  and  whether  there  is  a  proclamation 
issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  a  blo<!ka«le 
of  the  harbors  of  Virginia  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  This  information 
is  very  necessary  and  will  govern  my  actions  here.  With  the  assistance 
of  Colonel  Dimick,  of  Fortress  Monroe,  I  think  I  can  effectually  block- 
ade this  place.  I  beg  leave  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  my  dispatchest  Nos.  42, 43,  and  44,  and  would  like  your  earliest 
attention  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.   PENDER(iR.VST, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Sijuadron. 

Hon.  GrDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waekington,  D.  C. 


•Seep.  420. 


t  See  pp.  316, 330, 338. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Penderffraxt,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Home  Squad- 
ron, regarding  two  Hteamcrs  sent  hy  the  Department. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Oiimbeelaud, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  38,  1861. 
Sm:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Departmeut  that  the  two  small  steam- 
ers, asked  for  iu  my  dispatch^  No.  4H,  have  arrivetl  here,  but  both  with 
instructions  which  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  send  them  to  Annapolis. 
I  hope  they  will  be  ordered  to  return  here  forthwith  if  the  Deiiarttuent 
desires  to  establish  a  rig^d  blockade. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(i.  .1.  Penuerokast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  ISquiulron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


JReport  of  commando  jit  navy  yard.  New   York,  regarding  movements  of 

vessels. 

Navy  Yaed  [New  York],  April  38, 1861. 
ScB:  By  Oaptain  Eldridi^ie,  who  leaves  in  the  lialtic  this  oveuiug 
■with  troops  for  Anuapiilis,  I  have  the  opportunity  ti>  intbrm  you  that 
the  Ktystont  Statt-  will  leave  probably  tomorrow.  She  will  convoy 
three  or  four  transports  with  as  many  regiments  to  within  the  cajies  of 
Virj^Miiia.  The  Xiagai-d  is  below,  and  so  soon  as  slie  fieta  some  slight 
repairs,  which  she  will  receive  while  lying  at  the  quarantine  grouml,  she 
will  proceed  to  Anuapolia  in  couipUauce  with  your  order  to  Captain 
Hudson. 

Jlay  I  have  specific  orders  in  relation  to  the  appointing  [of]  otficera 
from  the  civil  marine  or  others  in  the  regular  service  who  are  or  have 
retired  and  the  dis]iositic)n  I  am  Ut  make  of  the  chiirteretl  steamers  as 
fast  as  I  can  get  them  ready  t  Lieutenant  Trenchard  will  take  a  dis- 
patch from  nie  for  the  Department.  Does  the  Department  approve  my 
ordering  a  bounty  of  $20  for  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen t  Without 
this  1  fear  we  shall  want  men  suliicient. 

Very  reepectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

SiLML.  L.  Bbeese, 

Oommandant. 
Hon.  UiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard.  New  i'orfr,  regarding  condition  of 

V.  8.  S.  Niagara. 

Navt  Yaeu  [New  Yoek],  April  28,  1861. 
SlB:  Since  writing  my  letter,  iu  which  I  have  mentioned  matters 
somewhat  in  detail,  I  have  learned  surticieut  of  Captain  McKean  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  Niagara  will  not  be  in  a^  situation  to  go  to  the  Chesa- 
peake for  probably  four  or  five  days.  She  is  entirely  out  of  attires  and 
provisions.  These  will  bo  sent  down  to  her,  and  when  the  repairs  to  her 
liiuniis  and  r<'ed  pipes  are  done  she  will  be  ready  to  proceinl  to  Annap- 
olis.    All  this,  as  1  have  alrea<ly  said,  will  require  some  days.     In  the 
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interim  her  paymaster  (Ware)  is  making  up  bis  accounts,  etc.,  and 
tbere  will  be  ample  time  to  order  one  iu  bis  stead.  I  believe  Paymaster 
[G.  R.?]  Biiiry  is  in  tbis  vicinity.  Paymaster  Etting  left  bere  tor  Wash- 
ington yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samtjkl  L.  Brbesk, 

Commmidant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Wathinytotij  1),  C, 


Report  of  Superint'endent  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  of  the  removal  of 
that  institution  and  requestinr/  orders  from  the  Department  for  the  U.  8. 
ship  Constitution  to  proceed  to  Newport,  E.  I. 

U.  8.  Naval  Academy, 

Annapolig,  April  29,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  liTtb  A[>ril,  directing  the  transfer  of  the  naval  school  to  Newport, 
B.  I.,  and  ani  now  engaged  in  packing  the  library,  instraments,  and 
philosophical  appiu-atus,  aa  well  as  it  can  be  done  undex  existing  cir- 
cum!stance«,  and  hope  to  have  all  except  the  larger  instruments  ready 
for  removal  in  a  very  few  days.  Such  as  we  are  comi)elled  to  leave 
will  be  as  carefully  secured  as  possible  and  placed  under  the  care  of 
the  ollicer  comuiauding  the  garrison.  All  the  naval  ti  ophies,  flags,  etc., 
wliich  were  deposited  in  the  lyceum  of  the  Academy  were  carefully 
packed  fuid  .sent  away  in  the  Consfitutioii. 

That  ship  is  i)robably  in  New  York  with  the  students  on  board,  and 
I  respcctl'ully  ask  that  she  be  ordered  to  take  them  to  Newport. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  resiMJctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  Blake, 

Superintenden  t. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lievi^enant  Rodgers,    U.   8,  Navy, 

Constitution. 


commanding   U.  8.  ship 


Navy  Yaed,  New  York,  April  29,  1861, 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  \a  report  the  arrival  of  the  Constitution  at  this 
place  with  151  iictiug  mitlshipmen  (tn  board  from  the  Naval  Academy. 
Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  RODOBRB, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
_  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashingtMi,  J).  C. 


'Certificate  from  Flag-Officer  Pcndergrast,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  renarding  schooner  Satilla, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Cumbeeland, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  29,  1861. 
This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  prevented  the  schooner  Satilla,  Captain 
Orin  Lewis,  of  Norfolk,  from  Annapolis,  bound  to  Norfolk,  from  enter- 
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ing  the  said  port,  and  advise  that  she  proceed  to  some  northern  port 
north  of  Cape  Ilenlopen, 

The  captain  of  the  said  schooner  being  a  eitizen  of  Massachasetts,  I 
desire  that  be  receive  due  protection  from  those  whom  he  may  come  in 
contact  with  after  leaving  this  place. 

G.  J.  Pbndeegbast, 
Fl<ig  Officer,  CommnntUng  Home  Squadron, 


Special  order  from  Brigadier- Oeneral  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  Anruipolis,  Md.,  to  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  8.  Navy,  com- 
manding U.  8.  8.  Monticelh,  discharging  him  from  further  duty. 

Special  Orders.]         Hdqrs.  Dkpabtment  of  Annapolis, 

April  29,  1861. 

Sib:  Having  detained  the  captain  of  the  steamer  MontieeUo  in  the 
Government  service  until  this  morning,  the  exigency  to  meet  which  he 
was  detained  having  ])asse(l  away,  be  will  sail  in  compliance  with  his 
original  orders. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  alacrity  with  which  he  has  yielded  to  my 
wishes,  he  is  discharged  from  further  service  at  this  Department. 
By  order  of  B.  F.  Butler,  brigadier-general,  commanding,  etc.: 

Captain  Haggerty, 

Aid-de-Camp. 
Lieutenant  D.  L.  Braine, 

Comnuinding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello, 


Confidential  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Pen- 
dergratt,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home  Squadron,  regarding  extension 
of  blockade. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  April  29, 1861. 

SiB :  Your  dispatches  Nos.  42,  43,  and  44  have  been  received.  Pay- 
roaster  Dorau  has  been  detailed  to  sujipty  the  place  of  Mr.  De  Bree. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  capture  of  the  steam  tug  and  the  schooner 
with  gun  carriages  on  hoard.  As  you  find  the  steam  tug  useful,  would 
it  not  be  well  to  detain  ber  in  your  service  as  a  tender  until  you  are 
better  sujipliedT  A  quantity  of  coal  has  been  ordered  to  Fortress 
Monroe,  and  that  which  you  have  .seized  and  receipted  lor  will,  it  is 
hoped,  suflice  until  you  are  supplied  from  Philadelidiia  or  New  York. 
Your  vigilance  in  guarding  and  protecting  the  public  interests  is  appre- 
ciated, and  it  is  important  that  every  suspicious  vessel  should  be 
stopped,  and  all  having  on  board  troops,  niuniiions,  or  articles  contra- 
band of  war,  captured. 

The  President  has  issued  a  supplemental  proclamation*  extending 
the  blockade  to  the  ports  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

In  a  few  days  a  suBicient  force  will,  I  trust,  bo  forwarded  to  enforce 
a  rigid  blockade  of  the  principal  ports. 

I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Oaptain  G.  ,T.  Penderobast, 

Commanding  F.  8,  Sloop  Cumberland. 

P.  8. — Yon  will  send  the  prize  schooner  George  M.  Smith  to  New  York. 

*  See  p.  340. 
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Letter  of  approval  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant 

navy  yard,  New  York. 

Navy  Depaktment,  April  29,  1861. 
Sni:  I  have  received  yoiir  letter  of  the  2l8t  instant,  informing  me 
that  you  had  directed  the  Harriet  Lane  to  convoy  the  transports  Irom 
New  York  U>  WaislriugU)n. 

Your  action  lut'cts  with  the  approval  of  the  Department,  and  was 
merely  an  anticipation  of  its  orders. 
I  am,  respectfilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commodore  S.  L.  Breb8e, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  New  York. 


i 


Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  New 
York,  regarding  measures  for  increase  of  naval  force. 

Confldential.]  Navy  Depabtmknt,  April  29, 1861. 

SiE :  Your  several  communications  of  the  24th  and  25th  are  received, 
stating  that  you  have  chartered  the  Monticello,  Mount  Vernon,  and 
Huntsville,  with  the  pri\ilege  of  purcliasing.  The  Department  approves 
your  action,  and  also  that  of  dispatching  the  Monticello  to  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay. 

Ill  relation  to  seamen,  the  President  has  ordered  au  increase  of  18,000, 
and  in  vitnv  of  the  iicceasities  of  the  case,  and  that  the  service  will  be 
chiefly  in  the  home  squadrons,  they  may  be  enlisted  for  one  yesir.  Ou 
this  subject  general  orders  will  be  issuetl  to  thedift'erent  rendezvous. 

The  arrangements  in  regard  to  the  Yankee  will,  I  presume,  be  accept- 
able. 

In  my  letter  of  the  23d  instant  1  referrefl  to  tertain  gentlemen  as  an 
advisory  committee,  with  whom  you  might  consult.  One  of  the  gentle- 
men alluded  to,  George  D.  Morgan,  esq.,  has  tbe  special  confidence  of 
the  Department,  and  you  will  advise  with  him  in  behalf  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  as  its  friend  in  this  emergency,  in  the  purchases  you  may 
make,  and  the  extraordinary  measures  you  are  compelled  to  take. 

It  has  been  gratifyirrg  to  the  Department  to  witness  the  promptitude 

and  aliujrity  that  has  been  exhibited  and  the  service  rendered,  not  only 

by  the  gentlemen  referred  to,  but  by  Mr.  Aspinwall  and  others. 

I  am,  very  resjMMitftilly,  your  obtMlient  servant, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  Samuel  L.  Bbeese, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 


Report  of  comtnanditnt  navy  yard.  New  York,   regarding  officering  of 

vessels.  i 

Navy  Yabd,  New  York,  April  29,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Huntsrille,  a  char- 
tered propeller,  and  the  Dawn,  also  a  propeller,  will  be  ready  for  their 
officers  and  men  tomorrow.    I  had,  under  the  orders  of  the  2M  instant, 
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iu  the  belief  that  the  service  of  the  vessels  chaitei-ed  was  wanted  imme- 
diately lor  blockading,  directed  Lieutenant  Ljnich  to  be  prepared  to 
take  couimaud  of  her,  and  had  also  selectetl  from  the  civil  service  a 
competent  master  with  three  mates.  Her  engineers  are  disposed  to 
remain  by  her;  to  all  of  them  I  proposed  to  have  given  temporary  acting 
appointments.  If  the  vessels  are  required  for  immediate  service,  if  the 
Department  proposes  officering  them  entirely,  they  should  be  here 
soon.  I  hope,  about  evexy  three  days,  to  have  one  of  the  remaining 
seven  ready  to  go  to  sea.  I  have  informed  the  Department  that  I  have 
appointed  Lieutenant  Braine  from  the  North  Carolina  to  command  the 
Moniicello,  and  given  acting  appointments  to  her  master,  two  mates, 
and  engineers.  She  is  now  in  the  Chesapeake.  I  have  given  also  the 
appointment  of  acting  lieutenant,  temporarily,  to  Mr.  Fox,  to  command 
the  Yankee,  a  vessel  furnished  by  the  committee  to  cmise  in  the  Chesa- 
j)eake,  and  a  master's  appointment  to  her  captain  and  mate;  these 
apiMjintments  from  me  were  necessary  to  give  the  officers  any  authority 
over  the  men  I  have  put  on  board  her  to  tight  her  guns,  two  32pound- 
era,  with  which  I  armed  her,  etc.  I  have  also  detailed  Lieutenant 
Bankhead  to  ccHumimd  the  Mount  Veruon  now  in  progress  of  being 
made  rea<ly,  and  am  seeking  for  a  commander  for  the  Dawn.  I  under- 
stand that  Ex-Lieut«nant  P.  G.  Watiuough,  of  Philadelphia,  pr(>po9e8 
to  come  here  to  offer  his  services.  Shall  I  give  him  an  acting  appoint- 
ment for  the  command  of  the  Dainif  1  have  had  several  applirations 
for  employment  from  officers  resigned  long  since.  I  hope  the  Depart- 
ment will  recognize  the  apjioiutmenta  I  have  made,  and  either  author- 
ize me  to  proceed  in  their  manning  and  officering  or  inform  mc  if  it 
desires  that  the  vessels  shall  be  kept  here  until  the  Department  itself 
furnishes  officers  for  them.  It  is  probable  in  the  present  state  of  affairs 
that  some  considerable  detention  of  the  vessels  might  be  the  conse 
quence  of  the  latter  mode.  1  have  already  mentioned  that  pi\ot  guns 
could  not,  in  the  short  time  supposed  necessary,  be  prepitre<l  for  all  the 
steamers,  but  a  part  of  them  will  be  supplied  with  ;iUpounder  carriage 
guns.    The  Keystone  Siatc  left  this  morning. 

Your  orders  to  (_'ommauiIer  Glasson  to  proceed  to  New  Bedford 
arrived  here  after  the  Perry,  to  whose  command  I  appointed  liim  for 
the  occasion,  had  sailed.  I  ordered  him  to  return  immediately  after 
having  seen  his  convoy  safe  to  Aunapolis.    He  is  not  yet  arrived. 

The  Constitution,  Harriet  Lane  in  company,  arrived  tflday ;  the  former 
is  at  the  yard. 

Very  resiwctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  OroEON  Welles, 

Hetretary  of  the  Nary. 

P.  S. — I  have,  since  writing  the  above,  received  by  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Bright  your  communication  of  the  27th  instant,  and  will  carry  out  as 
soon  as  possible  the  instructions  relative  to  the  tlotilla.  At  present 
every  appliance  is  used  to  forwarding  the  equipment  of  the  ten  steamers. 

Presuming  that  it  will  meet  the  views  of  the  Department,  I  have 
ordered  Paymaster  Barrj-,  at  present  unemployed,  for  temporary  duty 
on  board  the  Niagara,  to  re<'eive  and  take  up  the  accounts  of  that  ship, 
as  Paymaster  Ware  desires  to  leave  her  here,  I  believe  for  the  purpose 
of  resigning. 

S.  L.  B. 


Letter  from  William  H.  Aspinwall,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavrf, 
relative  to  coal  auppliet  and  convoy  duty. 

New  Yoek,  Monday,  April  29.  imi. 

8iB:  On  my  daily  visit  this  tnorning  to  tlie  n&vy  yard  I  became 
more  than  ever  satisfied  that  the  oath  should  be  admin iBt€re<l  there, 
iuid  lieuce  the  enclosed  telegram,  which,  being  late  to  reach  the  steam 
dig  from  Perryville  to  Annapolis,  it  was  thoaght  best  not  to  send 
through  Baltimore, 

1-'.  Coal  at  Havana.  As  Consul- Greneral  Shufeldt  was  hurried  off  to 
Havana  in  the  Karnak  on  Saturday  I  authorized  him  to  purchase  for 
the  U,  S.  Government  all  the  Americuu  coal  in  Havana,  which,  from 
last  ftccouuta,  was  2,000  or  2,500  tons,  au<l  I  asked  Howland  &  Aspin- 
wall  to  furnish  the  gold  necessary.  They  consequently  placed  1,500 
Si»aui.sh  doubloons  in  his  hands  for  that  purpose. 

3.  Tliti  Harriet  Lane  is  ordered  to  Asjiiuwall  [New  Granada].  She 
liJiK  not  capacity  to  curry  coal  for  the  trip,  and  I  ask  your  permission  to 
modify  her  instructions,  so  as  to  convoy  the  steamers,  of  which  there 
im-  Ihree  each  month,  tlirougli  the  passages  between  Cuba  aud  San 
l»omiugo,  which  can  be  easily  done  by  each  being  at  the  Mariguaiia 
Passage  on  the  5th,  15th,  and  2;'ith  of  each  mouth,  and  leaving  Cape 
Folly  on  the  8th  or  9th,  18th  or  I9th,  28th  or  29tli,  on  her  return  with 
the  homeward-bound  California  steamer.  This  would  allow  the  Harriet 
Lane  six  or  eight  days  three  times  a  month  to  visit  Havana  or  Kingston 
for  coal  or  orders. 

3  [  1|.  Commodore  Breese  understands  your  orders  of  26th  as  with- 
drawing the  authority  to  oflBcer  and  man  the  vessels  he  is  fitting  out. 
Would  it  not  save  time  to  rendezvous  as  fast  a8  possible  at  the  capes 
of  Virginia  for  your  orders  t 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

"W.  H.  AspurwALL. 

[Hon.  Gedeon  Wkllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flng-Officer  Pendergra^st,  U.  S. 
Nary,  commanilinij  Home  Squadron,  in  riew  of  the  crt^enaion  of  the 
blockade. 

Navy  Department,  April  JO,  i8til. 
Sib:  Your  communications  numbered  45,  46,  and  47  have  been 
received. 

A  pro(^lanJation  was  issued  on  the  27th  instant  by  the  President 
extending  the  blockade  to  the  porta  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina.  You  will  therefore  continue  to  carry  out  the  instruc- 
tions heretofore  given  you  and  interdict  all  communication  with  the 
States  that  are  in  insurrection,  using  for  the  puqwse  all  the  naval  force 
under  your  command. 

I  am,  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GroEON  VfKvixa. 

Plag-Offlcex  G.  J.  Pbndergeast, 

Commanding  Home  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Pendergrast,  C.  8. 
Nary,  commanding  Home  Sqwuiron,  regarding  a  tender  for  iheflngahip. 

Conflduntial.]  Navy  Department,  April  30, 1861. 

8re :  One  of  the  small  steamers  recently  seized  by  the  Governmeut 
has  been  ordered  to  join  the  U.  S.  ship  Cumberland,  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  Department  that  this  vessel  be  employed  as  a  tender  to  pass 
between  the  Cumberland  and  Portress  Mi)uroe  for  various  necessary 
purposes,  particularly  to  insure  the  supply  of  wat«r  for  the  troops 
quartered  at  the  fort.  She  may  also  be  used  to  guard  the  approaches 
from  Hampton  Koads. 

You  \*ill  be  pleased  to  exercise  your  discretion  with  reference  to  her 
farther  movements,  and  apprise  the  Department  at  an  early  date  of  the 
success  of  the  plan. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  G.  J.  Pendebgeast, 

Commnnding  U.  8.  Sloop  Cumberland. 


Order  of  Flag-  Offi^^er  Pendergraat,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Home  Squeid- 
ron,  to  Acting  Matter  Germain,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  8,  8. 
Yankee,  regarding  supplies. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Cumbeeland, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  April  30,  1861. 
Sib  :  You  will  please  inform  me  as  to  how  many  days'  water,  coal,  aud 
provisions  you  have  on  board.     Also  wheu  you  are  in  all  respects  ready 
for  service.    Also  how  you  are  off  for  a  pilot. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendebobast, 
Commanding  Home  Sqtiadron. 
Acting  Master  Gebmain, 

Steam  Tug  Yankee.  ' 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Horns  Squad- 
ron, to  Lieutenant  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  a  recounoissance. 

U.  S.  Flagship  OmiBEELAND, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  April  30, 1861. 
Ste:  You  will  proceed  in  the  st«am  tug  Yankee  and  reconnoiter  the 
shore  from  the  Rip  Kaps  to  Gape  Henry  and  procure  all  information 
that  may  be  useful  and  necessary. 

Should  you  meet  with  any  armed  or  suspicious  vessels,  you  will  over- 
haul them  and,  if  necessary,  bring  them  up  and  anchor  them  under  the 
guns  of  the  forts. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendebgeast, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Thomas  O.  Selfridge, 

U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8.  N^avy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U,  8,  8. 
Monticello,  for  a  reoonnoissanoe. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Cfmbeeland, 

Off  FortresH  Monroe,  April  30, 1861. 
Sib  :  Ton  will  proceed  in  the  U,  8.  8.  Mnntivelh  and  reconnoiter  in 
the  \icinity  of  Se well's  Point,  and  procure  all  information  that  may  be 
useliil  and  necessary. 

Should  you  meet  with  any  arme<i  or  suspicious  vessels,  yon  will 
overhaul  them  and,  if  necessary,  bring  them  under  the  gons  of  the 
fort. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Peitdergrast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Bbainb, 

Commar^ding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello. 


Request  from  Flag-Officer  Pcndergraat,  U.  8.  yavy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  to  Colonel  Dimick,  U.  8.  Army, commanding  Fort  Monroe,  Va,, 
for  light  ordnance. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Cttmbeeland, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  30,  1861. 
Sib:  Will  yon  have  the  kindness  to  furnish  me  with  a  couple  of  your 
lifjht  fieldpieces,  or  howitzers,  for  armiug  the  steam  tug  Young  America, 
with  the  required  aininuuitidu. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendergeast, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Colonel  DiMiOK, 

Commanding  Fortresa  Monroe,  Va. 


I 


Order  of  FlagOfficer  Pendergra«t,  U.  8.  Na/vy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  to  TAeutenant  Braine,  U.  8.  yavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Monticello,  regarding  provisions. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Cttmbeeland, 
Off  Fortress  .Monroe,  Va.,  April  30,  1861. 
Sib:  Ton  \rill  land  the  provisions  you  have  on  board  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  reserving  a  reasonable  amount  for  your  own  vessel. 

Inform  me  when  you  will  be  ready  for  service;  also  how  many  days' 
water,  provisions,  and  coal  you  have  on  board. 
I  wish  great  care  taken  in  their  expenditure  for  the  present. 
Also  inform  me  how  you  are  off  for  a  pilot. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Lienteuant  Commanding  D.  L.  Bbaine, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello. 
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Letter  from  S.  M.  Felton,  e*q.,  to  Commander  Steedman,  U.  S.  N^avy, 
regarding  transportation  for  troops. 

PniLADKLPHIA,  WrLMINOTON   AND   BALTIMORE   R.   R.  Co., 

Philadelphia,  April  30,  1861. 

The  bearer  of  this,  Major  Morris,  goes  down  to  Perry ville  by  direc- 
tion of  Major-Oeneral  Patterson,  to  reenforce  Fort  McHenry.  You  will 
fiimish  him  with  transport  for  his  men  and  stores,  putting  them  on 
bo;ird  of  a  launch  and  armed  boat  aiid  with  reliable  men.  Having 
landed  them  according  to  General  Patterson's  orders,  the  boat  will 
return  to  Perryville  for  service  between  there  and  Auuiipolis. 
Yours,  truly, 

8.  M.  Felton. 
Commander  Steedman. 


Order  of  Commander  Steedman,  U.  S.  N^avy,  to  Lieutenant  Crosby,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  join  him  at  PerryrilU;  Md. 

Pebryville,  April  30, 1861. 
8m:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  use  every  dispatch  to  join 
nie  with  your  command  at  this  point.  If  Lieutenant  Watmongh  is  at 
Annapolis  you  will  please  so  arrange  with  him  that  both  the  armed  tug- 
boats are  not  tt>  b^•  at  the  same  point  at  the  same  time  hereafter.  If 
General  Butler  witches  to  detain  you  show  him  this  order. 
Very  respectfully, 

Charles  Steedman, 

Commander,  U,  S.  Navy. 
Lieutenant  Ceosby,  U.  S,  Navy. 


Seport  of  Commander  Ridgely,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Alle- 
ghany, ofintetided  departure  of  that  vessel  for  Annapolis. 

T7.  S.  Ship  Alleghany, 
Of  Fort  MeEenry,  Battiviore,  April  30,  1861. 
Sre ;  I  received  your  communication  of  the  26th  instant  this  morning. 
I  will  proceed  to  Annajwlis  with  this  vessel  in  tow  of  a  steam  tug  as 
soon  as  I  can  procure  the  moorings  of  the  ship  in  the  harboi',  which 
were  slipped  when  the  vessel  came  to  anchor  off  Foit  McUeary. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

Daniel  B.  Ridgely, 

Commander,  V,  8.  Navy, 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Ridgely,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  ship  Alle- 
ghany, regarding  transfer  of  troops  at  Annapolis. 

U.  8.  Receivtng  Ship  Alleghany, 

Off  Fort  McHenry,  May  1,  1861. 

8lB:  In  consequence  of  the  roughness  of  the  water  and  the  Alle- 
ghany^s  rudder  being  useless  I  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  have 
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her  towed  to  Annapolis  to-day.  I  have  placed  the  recruits,  seventy  in 
number,  on  board  the  light-house  schooner  Dt'latrare,  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Bier,  with  orders  to  report  to  Captain  Blake  at  Anna]>oli8, 
in  obedience  to  your  order  received  yesterday.  The  wind  is  fair  and 
fresh;  the  schooner  will  make  Annapoli.s  in  a  few  hours. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yotir  obedient  servant, 

Danl,.  B.  Ridokly, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Heeretnry  of  the  Navy,  Wa6hin<jUm. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadel- 
phia, regarding  revenue  cutter  Forward. 

Navy  Department,  May  1, 1861. 
SlE:   I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo  asking  if  the 
revenue  cutter  Forward  now  lying  at  the  yard  shall  be  put  in  an  effi- 
cient condition. 

This  Department  has  no  control  over  the  revenue  vessels  except 
when  they  are  temporarily  transferred  to  it  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wishes  the  vessels  repaired  it 
can  be  done  at  the  yard  and  the  expense  refunded  to  the  navy  appro- 
priations from  those  from  the  revenue  service. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GroBON  Welles. 


Captain  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergratt,    U.   8,  Navy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  captured  schooner  Oeorge  M.  Smith, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumbebland, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  1, 1861. 
8m:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
under  date  of  April  29,  1861,  with  the  postscript.  The  schooner 
Oeorge  M.  Smith  is  at  present  under  the  charge  of  Colonel  Dimick,  of 
Fortress  Monroe.  I  found  it  necessary  to  take  everything  out  bo  as 
to  get  at  her  cargo  and  inspect  it  thoroughly,  expecting  to  find  guns 
in  the  bottom  of  her,  but  was  disapjwinted.  The  gun  carriages  and 
such  articles  as  are  contraband  of  war  have  been  taken  in  charge  by 
the  fort,  lor  which  Colonel  Dimick  has  receipted.  Other  articles  on 
board,  which  are  very  much  neede<l  for  the  fort,  have  also  been  taken 
iind  receipted  for.  1  desire  to  know  whether  I  shall  send  the  schooner 
as  she  is  or  place  these  things  again  on  board.  A  careful  inventory 
has  been  taken  of  everything  landed  for  the  use  of  the  fort.  Will  that 
be  sufficient  to  send  with  her  to  New  YorkT 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendeugrast, 
FlagOfficer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C. 
N  w  B— VOL  4 23 
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Letter  from  P.  (}.  Watmough,  esq.,  late  lieutenant  U.  iS.  Nary,  to  cot 
mandant  nary  yard,  Fhiladelphia,  ret/arding  convoy  of  troops  to  Fo\ 
McHenry. 

PEBE-i-viLLE,  May  If  J 861. 

Sir  :  I  heiU"  from  several  reliable  sources  tbat  tbe  Departmeat  hs 
coucluik'd  to  grant  no  restoiatious  to  our  service.  You  would  confe 
a  sjtet^iiil  I'avor  if  you  would  give  me  some  ulHcial  notification  of  th 
result  of  the  letter  you  did  me  tbe  kindness  to  write  about  me.  By 
Captiuu  Steednian's  orders  I  have  been  busily  employed  in  convoyin 
mails  and  passengers  to  and  from  Aiinapolis,  and  am  now  on  my  retun 
irom  lauding  Major  [W.  \V.]  J^Iorris  and  command  with  provisions  ; 
Fort  McDenry,  accomplished  with  no  difliculties. 

I  am,  sir,  very  reapectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough. 
Captain  8.  F.  Du  PONT, 

Commandant  Pkihdelphia  Navy  Yard. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Bruine,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monti 
cello,  regarding  proviHotia. 

U.   S.   8.   MONTICELLO, 

Off  Fortrcgs  Monroe,  May  1,  1861. 

8rB :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  30th  ultimo,  I  beg  leave  Ui  inforq 

you  that  1  have  lauded  all  the  provisions  that  are  at  present  at  baud 

and  am  now  ready  for  service. 

I  have  eighteen  days'  coal,  fiill  steaming;  provisions  for  one  month 
water  for  one  month.    As  regards  the  pilot  of  the  vessel,  Mr.  Edwii 
V.  Gager,  acting  iriasteir  in  the  Navy,  acts  in  that  cajiacity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Bbaine, 
Lieutenamt,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montioello. 

Flag-Ofiacer  G.  J.  Pendergeast, 

Oomvianding  Home  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  the  force  under  his  command. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Oumberland, 

Off  Fortreas  Monroe,  Va.,  May  1, 1861. 

Sni :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  at  pre 
ent  under  uiy  command  the  flagship  Cumberland,  steamer  Motiticello^^ 
steamer  Quaker  City,  steam  tug  Yankee,  and  steamer  lialtimore.     I  also 
retain  tbe  captured  steam  tug  Young  Ajneriea,  aud,  with  the  assistance 
of  Colonel  Dinnck,  of  Fortress  Monroe,  have  armed  her  with  two  light 
monutaiu  howitzers.    With  this  force,  though  small,  I  will  endeavor  t(>j 
carry  out  the  views  of  the  GovemmeDt. 

I  would  again  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Department 
my  dispatch  No.  4(j  in  relation  to  lieutenants.    It  is  impossible  for  mfl 
to  get  along  without  them.    •    •    •  t 


i  Sentence  lost  Arom  original  dispatch. 
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T  would  be  pleased  if  the  Department  will  comply  with  my  request 
as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendeuoeast, 
Flag-Offlcer,  Commanding  Home  Sqwulron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tite  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergra^t,  U.  S.  Xai^y,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  recomioisaatice,  and  transmitting  report  of  Lieu- 
teHunt  Braine,  U,  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  S,  S.  MonticeUo,  and  notice 
of  blockade, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Cumberland, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  1,  1861. 
SlE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  sent  out 
recounoiteritig  parties.  A  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Oommaud- 
ing  Uraiiie,  of  the  U,  8.  8.  Monlicello,  is  herewith  enclosed.  I  also  sent 
Lieuteuaut  Thomas  O.  Selfridge,  of  this  ship,  in  the  steam  tug  Yankee 
to  reeoniioiter  from  the  Rip  Itaps  to  Cape  Henry.  He  reports  no  bat- 
tery, but  saw  a  troop  of  hort^e  to  the  number  of  twenty-live  near  Cai>e 
Ikniy  light.  I  will  to-day  send  the  Quaker  Vity  as  far  as  Cape  Henry 
to  intercept  and  board  all  vessels  near  the  capes  and  warn  them  ofl', 
and  also  a  vessel  to  the  mouth  of  James  River  and  Hatuptou  Creek  to 
rccomioiter  there.  I  beg  leave  also  to  inform  the  IJejiartmeut  that  I 
lia\e  uotitied  the  Norfolk  ajid  Baltimore  papers  of  the  proclamation 
of  the  I'resident  and  of  my  determination  to  carry  it  out.  A  copy  is 
herewith  enclosed.  Also  that  1  have  stopped  the  Baltimore  mail  and 
passenger  steamboats  running  to  Norfolk  and  connecting  with  the 
South. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.'Pendeegrast, 
Flitg-Offioer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th«  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[  BDoloBuro*.  ] 

U.  8.  8.  MONTICELLO, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  30,  1861. 

SiE :  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  this  date,  I  have  made  reoon- 
uoissance  of  Sewell's  Point  and  up  Elizabeth  River  as  far  as  Bush's 
Blutt. 

I  find  off  Sewell's  Point  three  wrecks,  two  of  which  show  above 
water,  and  one  with  jib  boom  just  awash,  on  which  I  placed  a  buoy 
and  sounded  over. 

On  i)a88ing  close  alongshore  on  Bush's  Bluff  I  saw  four  guns 
mounted  on  what  upi}eared  to  be  ship's  carriages  and  painted  red; 
also  a  few  men  who  appeared  to  be  hiding. 

On  the  bank  to  west  of  Craney  Island  there  is  an  encampment  of 
about  a  dozen  tents  and  three  small  wooden  houses.  Troops  are  drawn 
np  on  the  bank,  and  to  the  east  of  the  encampment  there  apiieared  to 
be  about  three  hundred  men,  in  shirt  sleeves  and  otherwise,  throwing 
up  au  vtobankmeiit.     Near  them  were  guns  dismounted.     Above  Lam- 
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bvrtFiB  Puiut  I  could  sec  the  uiitsts  of  four  vessels  sunk  in  the  cl 
Saw  A  8U>auier  Kx>inK  up  witli  a  rebel  flag. 

Very  rcspeclftilly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  BlUXNE, 
lAtuttnant^  dnrnmuauUmt, 
PI*C>Oa<)er  O.  J.  Pkkdkrorast, 

C^mwuimHinf  Homf  Squadron, 


r.  8.   FUtOSHIP  CrXBBBLAirD. 

OfFtrtnm  Miurm,  r«..  April  30,  U 

I  htnlbj  0*1)  Mtaotion  to  the  proelintion  of  his  BxeeDeBcv  Abn- 
hMn  Uncuta,  rmoidrat  of  the  United  States,  nnder  date  ml  April  37, 
IMl.  for  an  effideet  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Virginia  and  Sorth  Caio- 
liua,  and  warn  all  pcfSOBS  interested  that  I  have  a  soAeHB*  aaTsl  ftaree 
h«i«  tat  the  fmtfomt  of  eanying  oat  that  pn>r>a»atimi  All 
■MiiaC  the  eapas  «r  Tirciaia  ooniac  ftoa  a  dMiMea  asd  isMrast^ 
tt»  MMhyaalfaM  vin  be  varaed  oi;  aad  thoaa  paauff  Fo 
vIB  ba  re^|iik«d  to  aaehorunder  thegUBsaftke  tet  aad 


t:I] 


r.  &  F ■!! 

J]!f^rtnmlUmm,rm^m^l, 
S?jfa^afP^Mi1h,X.C,fc— Alen>dril.Va 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ^ary  to  Commander  Qoldshorotigh,  U,  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Union,  regarding  the  duties  of  that  vessel. 

Confidential.)  Navy  Depabtment,  May  2, 1861. 

SiE:  Yoa  will  prepare  to  proceed  with  tbe  Union  and  cruise  off  the 
capes  of  Delaware  fur  the  protection  of  commerce  in  that  quart«r. 

You  will  capture  any  privateers  or  illegal  vessels,  detain  and  examine 
tliose  tliat  are  suspicious  or  which  have  armed  men,  luuuitions,  or  articles 
contraband  of  war,  destined  to  the  insurrectionary  States,  and  report 
to  the  Department  as  often  as  convenient. 

I  am,  sir,  respecttUlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welleb, 

/Secretary  Xavy. 
Commander  J.  R.  GoLDsnoBorGH, 

U.  S.  S.  Union. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Braine,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Monti- 
cello,  to  W.  U.  Aspinwall,  esq.,  giving  account  of  reconnoissance  by  that 
vesseL 

II.  8.  8.  MONTIOELLO, 

Hampton  Road*,  May  2,  1861. 

8rR:  Since  I  bade  you  good  bye  at  New  York  I  have  been  actively 
emjiloyed  boarding  many  vessels,  as  well  as  having  conveyed  the  bearer 
of  dispat<:hes  to  Annapolis.  1  find  the  Monticello  in  almost  every  way 
adapted  for  the  duty  she  is  u^wn.  On  Ai)ril  30  I  made  a  reconnois- 
sauce  of  tbe  rebel  works  on  the  Elizabeth  Itiver  at  Bush's  Point.  They 
have  four  guns  on  ship's  carriages,  and  at  Craney  Island  I  saw  a  num- 
ber of  soldiers  in  tents  and  upward  of  500  men  busy  throwing  np  earth- 
works. When  I  approached,  the  soldiers  formed  near  fleldpieces.  1 
made  a  careful  reconnoissauce  and  remained  upward  of  thirty  minutes 
near  the  batteries,  but  they  did  not  ofi'er  to  tire.  I  have  written  this 
much,  thinking  it  might  be  of  iut«re8t  to  yon  after  the  trouble  you  took 
to  fit  out  this  vessel,  and  in  addition,  I  have  a  request  to  make.  I  was 
Bent  away  from  the  navy  yard  with  fifty  condemned  carbines.  Do  I  ask 
too  much  in  requesting  that  you  will  send  me  an  arm  that  I  can  depend 
out  I  would  like  fifty  Sharps  rifles,  with  plenty  of  ammunition;  also 
a  dozen  revolvers.  If  you  can  send  them  by  the  first  steamer  sailing 
for  Hampton  Roads,  to  the  care  of  Lieutenant  [Charles  C]  Churchill, 
U.  S.  Army,  at  Fort  Monroe,  1  would  feel  much  obliged. 

I  write  in  great  haste,  and  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  L.  Beaine, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello. 

EMr.  W.  H.  Aspinwall, 
Report  of  FlagOfficer  Pendergrast,   U.   8.  Navy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  stating  the  need  of  additional  o^fioers  and  small  steamers  for 
his  command. 
V.  8.  Flagship  Cumbebland, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  2,  1861. 
Sra :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  this  day 
ordered  the  steamer  Baltimore  to  Washington  with  dispatches,  and  for 
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the  purpose  of  receiving  any  dispatches  the  Department  has  to  send. 
The  Ualtimore  is  short  of  coal,  and  I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Coni- 
manding  West  to  take  in  a  full  supply  before  leaving  Washington,  and 
return  to  this  pliMje  forthwith.  Any  oflicers  the  Department  has  to 
send  a  very  good  opportunity  presents  itself  and  I  hope  will  be  availed 
of,  as  I  am  very  much  iu  need  of  them.  I  beg  leave  also  to  inform  the 
Department  that  the  waters  and  inlfts  around  here  ai'e  very  extensive 
and  require  a  great  many  small  vessels  to  guard  them  properly.  I 
therefore  hope  that  additional  steamers  will  bu  sent  and  provision  for 
coal  made  without  delay. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J,  Pejjdekgkast, 
Flag-Officer,  Coininandiny  Home  Hquwdron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nwey  to  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  Home  Squadron,  to  prevent  erection  of  batteriea 
near  Fortress  Monroe. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Depaetment,  May  2, 1861. 

SiE:  It  has  been  reported  to  this  Department  on  what  seems  reliable 
authority  that  the  insurrectionists  are  erecting  batteries  near  Fortress 
Monroe.  Your  particular  attention  is  calle<l  to  that  subject,  and  you 
will  not  fail  if  in  your  power  of  preventing  these  hostile  demonstrations. 

fl  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles, 
(Secretory  Navy. 
Commodore  G.  J.  Penderorast, 
w                           Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland. 

Instructions  of  Flag- Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8,  Nary,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  to  Lieuteiuint  Braine,   U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  8. 
Monticello,  regarding  duties  of  that  vessel. 
U.  8.  FlAOSHIP  OUHBBRLAin), 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  May  2, 1861. 
SlB:  Tou  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello  to  where  the  Balti- 
more is  at  present  and  relieve  her  for  the  day  and  order  her  to  the 
flagship. 

You  will  intercept  all  vessels  passing  either  way  and  those  who  are 
armed,  or  of  a  suspicious  character,  or  who  have  men  on  board,  you 
will  bring  to  and  anchor  them  near  the  flagship. 

You  will  also  look  out  for  the  steam  tng  Yankee,  reconnoitcring  near 
the  month  of  Dampton  Creek,  and  if  necessary  come  to  her  relief. 

Be  e<!onomical  with  yotir  coal,  and,  when  not  steaming,  keep  your 
fires  banked.  You  will  return  and  anchor  near  the  flagship  this  even- 
ing at  dark. 

Very  respectfolly, 

G,  J.  Pbndeeoeast, 
FlagOfficer,  Commanding  Home  SqtuidroH. 
Lieatenant  Commanding  1).  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello. 
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Instructions  of  Flag- Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  to  commanding  officer  of  the  V.  8.  S.  (Quaker  Oity,  in  regard 
to  the  blockade. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Cumbeeland, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  May  2,  1861. 
SXB:  Ton  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  Quaker  City,  after  you  have 
landed  your  stores  at  the  fortress,  as  far  as  Cape  Henry  and  board  all 
the  vessels  near  the  capes,  and  particularly  any  who  look  suspicious, 
endorse  their  register,  and  warn  them  oft". 

Those  vessels  which  may  be  within  the  capes,  you  will  bring  or  send 
here  to  be  anchored  under  the  guns  of  the  fort. 

All  vessels  to  or  from  Maryland  will  be  allowed  to  proceed. 
You  will  remain  there  until  tomorrow  morning,  and  on  your  return 
anchor  near  the  flagship. 

Bo  economical  with  your  coal  and  when  not  st«aming  keep  your  tires 
banked. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Penderqeast, 
Flag-  Offioer,  Commanding  Borne  Squadron. 

LOTING  MaSTEE  of  QuAKEB  CITY. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home  Squad- 
ron, to  Lieutenant  West,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  steamer  Baltimore, 
to  proceed  to  Washington,  D.  0. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Oumbkbland, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  2, 1861. 
Snt :  You  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  Baltimore  to  Washington  with 
dispatches  and  nn  your  arrival  there  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.     Fill  up  with  coal  and  await  the  orders  of  the  Department. 
After  receiving  such  dispatches  as  he  may  coulide  to  you,  return 
forthwith  to  this  place,  where  your  services  are  much  needed. 
Very  resi)ectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendeeoeast, 
FlagOfficer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Oommanding  West, 

Commanding  Steamer  Baltimore. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Offieer  Pendergrast,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  Home  Squadron,  regarding  Baltimore  and  Norfolk 
steamboats. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Depaetment,  May  2, 1861. 

SiE:  You  will  permit  the  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  line  of  steamboats, 
carrying  the  mails  and  jmssengers  exclusively,  to  pass  until  further 
orders.  The  boats  will  stop  on  each  trip  at  Old  Point  and  are  to  con- 
tain no  troops,  ])rovi8ions,  or  articles  conti-aband.  In  case  they  do 
you  will  seize  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Gomuiodure  G.  J.  Pendeeoeast, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Cutnbcrland. 
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Letter  from  FlagOfficer  Pendergratt,  U.  8.  Navy,  cotnmanding  Home 
Squadron,  to  James  Barron  Hope,  esq.,  regardhui  the  safety  of  women 
and  children  of  Hampton,  Va. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumberland, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  2,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lett«r*  of 
the  Ist  instant  relative  to  the  chartering  of  a  steamboat  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  tlie  women  and  children  from  Hampton  to  Norfolk  and  I 
regret  that  1  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  so  to  do.  I  would  respect- 
fully remind  yon  that  the  women  and  children  of  Hampton  are  not 
now,  nor  wUl  they  be,  in  any  danger,  unless  that  danger  is  brought 
upon  them  by  the  acts  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in 
which  case  the  burden  of  the  responsibility  of  whatever  may  fall  on 
the  helpless  inhabitants  of  Hampton  will  rest  on  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendeborast, 

Flay-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

James  Barron  Hope,  Esq., 

Hampton,  Va. 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Neic  York,  to  Captain  McKean,  V. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Niagara,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel 
Annapolis  on  transport  and  convoy  duty. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Neic  Yorl:,  May  2, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will,  having  received  the  repairs  necessary,  with  your  pro- 
visions and  stores,  proceed  with  the  Niagara'!  under  your  command  to 
Annapolis,  taking  under  your  convoy  such  transports  as  are  prepared 
to  avail  themselves  of  it.  Yon  will  also  receive  on  board  such  troops 
and  stores  as  you  may  be  requested  to  take  by  the  committee  of 
defense  or  Major  General  Wool,  commanding  this  district,  and  land 
them  either  at  Fortre-ss  Monroe  or  Annapolis  as  required.  Small  ene- 
my's steamers,  armed,  are  said  to  be  either  oflF  the  capes  of  Virginia 
or  within  them.  Should  you  meet  such  (and  for  such  it  will  be  well  to 
keep  a  good  lookout)  you  will  of  ctfurse  seize  them.  The  chartere  I 
armed  screw  steamers  (Quaker  City  and  Yankre  are  in  Chesapeake  Bay. 
On  your  arrival  at  Annapolis  reiwrt  to  the  Deitartment,  sending  it  a 
copy  of  this  order. 
^^_  Very  respeetftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

^K  Sami..  L.  Breese, 

^^^  Commandant. 

F" 

I  Ord 

I         the 


Captain  W.  W.  MoKean, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Niagara. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  nary  yard,  Nete  York, 
regarding  vessels  for  increase  of  naral  force. 

Navy  Department,  May  2, 1861. 
Sir  :  Your  letters  of  the  25th  have  been  received.    You  will  report 
the  vessels  as  fast  as  purchased  and  equipped.    We  shall  detail  com- 

*Not  found.  t  Deatioation  of  SHagara  changed;  lee  p.  165. 
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manders  and  otber  officers  if  possible.  The  great  defection  of  officers 
and  snddtiu  demand  for  so  large  a  number  of  vessels  puts  us  to  some 
iiK'onvenipiiee,  but  we  must  spare  no  effort  to  meet  the  emergency. 

When  the  vessels  are  ready,  or  nearly  so,  report  to  the  Department 
the  names,  capacity,  and  other  necessary  details.  At  present  the 
Department  is  not  prepared  to  aflvise  the  purchase  of  the  Baltic  or 
VanderbiU.  The  complcmeul  originally  ordered  is  full,  or  nearly  so, 
and  these  steamers  are  of  a  larger  and  more  exi>en8ive  description  than 
the  service  is  supposed  to  require. 

The  Niagara  will  receive  instructions  to  leave  New  York  as  soon  as 
she  can  be  got  ready  and  the  Department  is  confident  there  will  be  as 
little  delay  [as]  practicable  in  that  vessel.  It  is  hoped  Commander 
Ward  [will]  organize  and  put  in  service  his  flying  squadron  as  proposetl 
by  himself  and  recommended  by  you. 
Very  resiiectfully, 

GiDKON  Wklles. 

Captain  Samuel  L.  Bbeesb, 

Commandant  Xavy  Yard,  yew  York, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nai^y  to  Superintendent  yaval  Academy, 
Annapolis,  to  send  the  Constitution  to  Newport,  B.  I, 

Navy  Department,  May  3,  iSGl. 
SiE:  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  give  orders  to  the  Constitution,  at  New  York,  to 
proceed  with  the  acting  uiidshipmett  to  Newport,  E,  I. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Geoboe  8.  BLAKE, 

Superintendent  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Md. 


Letter  from  8.  C.  Hills,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  suggestin;/  means 
for  an  efficient  blockade  of  Southern  ports. 

New  York,  May  2,  isai. 

HoNOBED  Sib:  In  such  times  as  these  it  may  be  that  a  hint  from  one 
who  has  not  the  weight  of  cares  on  him  that  you  must  have  may  bo  of 
use,  and  1  beg  leave  to  ofter  a  plan  for  the  efficient  blockade  of  the 
seceding  States.  I  think  it  could  be  done  efficiently  with  thirty  ves- 
sels, viz : 

Three  at  the  month  of  the  Chesapeake;  3  between  Beaufort  and  Wil- 
mington; 3  off"  Chailoston;  3  ofl'  Savannah;  1  oflf  St.  Augustine;  1  oft 
St.  Marks;  '1  off  Pensacola;  2  oft"  Mobile;  3  at  the  mouths  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi; 2  off  Galveston;  2  off"  Matamoras;  6  for  relief. 

Let  Newport,  R.  I.,  be  the  heatlquarters  of  the  blockading  fleet, 
because  it  is  the  best  place  to  recruit  in  health  on  our  coast. 

It  would  be  a  pleiwant  resort  for  our  naval  officers  and  the  best  place 
for  the  njen  to  have  liberty,  avoiding  the  risk  attendant  upon  having 
liberty  in  such  places  as  New  York  and  Boston. 

Key  West  should  be  continued  as  a  coal  and  provision  depot. 

Let  the  twenty-tive  blockading  ships  proceed  at  once  to  their  sta- 
tions, then  let  one  of  the  five  reserves  leave  Newport  in  a  fortnight, 
with  a  mail  for  the  blockading  squadron  and  Key  West;  this  vessel  tJ 
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gewimiot^  with  eaefa  diip,  and  vlwft  it  arrivM  at  Mataaocaa  le*  it 
the  plare  of  ooe  of  Um  rtaiwli  blodadiag  that  port.  Let  tte 
~  Ktiiji  ^o  u>  GalvMtoo  and  reUere  one  at  that  port;  the  relieved 
laCQalrcatonwillrebeTeoneatXevOrleauia;  this  one.  one  of  those 
at  MobOe,  and  ao  on  until  one  shall  b«  relieved  at  Norfolk.  This  will 
tbM  go  to  Hewport  and  stajr  nntil  it  shall  be  her  torn  to  co  oat  aa  the 
flint  and  do  aa  the  flrat  did.  The  second  reserred  ship  shoold  leave  a 
veak  after  the  flrat;  tbe  third,  a  veek  after  the  Meood,  and  ao  on;  so 
that  tbwe  woald  be  ooiumuuicatiou  after  the  first  fortnight  eTsr;  w6«k 
with  tbesqoadrou. 
This  contioual  ctiange  of  Btation  would  make  an  efficient  bloekade,  be 

fleaiwitit  fur  l>')th  ofhcen  and  meu,  and  keep  the  ships' crews  healthy, 
t  would  keep  the  Govemmeut  and  others  in  constant  eommn nication 
with  the  entire  fleet. 
The  outward  and  homeward  boond  vessels  woold  be  serviceable  in 
renting;  ntraggling  vetwelis  hovering  near  the  coast,  waiting  an  oppor- 
tunity to  Hlip  in,  and  each  vessel  would  be  about  six  months  at  sea, 
which  in  qnit45  lon^c  enough. 
The  blo^:ku4lc  might  ]>erhap8  be  commencetl  with  two  vessels  at  the 

S)rtn  where  I  have  pla<:ed  three,  but  three  will  eventually  be  necessary, 
the  war  lanUt  over  Hix  months. 

We  must  calcnhite  u(K)n  desperate  efforts  being  made  at  such  places, 
not  only  to  evade,  but  to  destroy  the  blockading  vessels. 

Truxtin^;  that  the  bl<K:kiide,  whether  any  of  my  suggestions  are  acted 
npon  or  not,  may  be  eOicieut  and  efl'ectual,  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient Hi^rvant, 

S.  C.  Hnxs. 
lion.  UiiJKu.v  Welles, 

fiecretary  Navy. 


Ueport  uf  CjormnamAiif  J{id;/ely,  U.  8.  Navy,  eommandin{i  U.  8.  ship  Alle- 
ghany, of  the  arrival  of  that  veg$el  off  Annapolis,  in  obedience  to  orders, 

U.  S.  Reoeivino  Snip  Alleghany, 

Off  Annapolis,  May  3,  1861. 
Sir:  f  liorowith  report  the  arrival  of  the  Alleghany  off  Annapolis  in 
ol)e<lioiicc  to  your  oriler  of  the  2(Jth  ultimo.  The  recruits  1  dispatched 
ycHterdiiy  from  Haltiinore  in  the  light-house  schooner  DeliDrore  returnetl 
this  nioniin;?  to  the  A  lUi/htuui,  Captain  Ulake  informing  Lieutenant  Bier, 
the  odh'er  in  <'liarfjc,  that  ho  IkmI  iio  quarters  for  them. 
1  am,  very  rospotitfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  R.  Ridgkly, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  OinKON  Wklles, 

ISccrvltiry  of  the  Nary.  Washington. 


rt  of  Suptfrintffident  Naval  Academy  of  the  arrival  of  U.  S.  ship 
Alleghany  at  Annapolis. 

Naval  Academy, 
Annapolis,  Md.,  May  3,  1861. 
SiU:  1  have  tlio  honor  to  state  that  Oounuander  D.  B.  Kidgely  has 
this  nriM'umj;  rrjioi  ted  to  me  in  command  of  the  receiving  ship  AUe- 
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gkany.  She  lias  seventy-five  recruits  on  board,  which  he  informs  me 
are  good  men,  and  I  have  directed  him  to  take  on  board  two  32  pound- 
ers monnteii  upon  pivot  carriages,  which  still  remniu  in  our  battery,  and 
to  anchor  his  vessel  in  such  a  ])08ition  as  to  command  the  channel  and 
to  coojierate  most  efTectually  with  the  land  forces  in  the  defense  of  the 
port.  Tlie  battery  of  the  Alleghany,  consisting  of  eight  8-inch  guns,  is 
at  the  navy  yard  in  Washington,  as  Commander  Kidgely  informs  me, 
and  1  respectfully  suggest  that  it  be  sent  to  her  with  a  supply  of  ammu- 
nitiou  by  railroad  or  the  Atuirontm. 

The  AUeijhanii,  with  this  armament  and  her  present  complement  of 
men,  would  be  a  most  efticient  floating  battery  and  add  very  much  to 
the  security  of  this  very  important  post.  I  will  add  that  the  niititary 
commandant  of  the  ])08t  fully  cont-urs  with  me  in  these  views. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  8.  Blake, 

Superintendent 

Hon,  GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington. 


|Eiiclor8«meiit.] 


I 


Having  consulted  Flag-Officer  Paulding,  I  am  of  ivpinion  that  the 
suggestion  of  Captain  RIake  should  be  acted  ujion,  and  reajjectfully 
advise  the  order  to  that  eftect  to  be  issued  by  the  Department  at  once. 
Very  respectfully  submitted  by 

And'w  a.  Harwood, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  pro  tern. 


General  orders  of  FlagOfficer  Pendergrast,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 

blockade. 

General  Orders,  )  FLAosHrp  Cumberland, 

No.  10.  (  May  3,  1861. 

Special  orders  for  the  stations  and  duties  of  the  vessels  composing 
the  blockudiug  squadron  will  be  given  by  the  tlag-ofliucr: 

Oentral  inttruetiont. 

They  will  intercept  all  vessels  and  those  with  munitions  of  war  or 
armed  men  will  be  CAptuied. 

Vessels  from  seaward  will  be  warned  off  and  their  registers  endorsed. 

Those  vessels  bound  to  ports  in  Maryland  will  be  i)ermitted  to  pass 
with  their  registers  endor.sed. 

All  doubtftl  or  suspicious  vessels  will  be  ordered  to  anchor  under 
the  guns  of  the  fortress. 

Voti  will  seize  all  vessels  loaded  with  coal  or  cotton  and  anchor  them 
under  the  guns  of  the  fortress. 

Fishermen  and  oystermen  will  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

G.  .1.  Pknt'srorast, 
Flag  Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 


Inatructiona  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  FlagOfficer  Pcndergraitt, 
U.  S.  yacy,  commanding  Home  Squadron,  rei/arding  neutral  venneln. 

Navy  Department,  May  5,  I86l. 
Sir:  Application  has  been  made  by  some  of  the  foreign  ministers  if 
behalf  ot  their  countrymen  having  vessels  outward  bound  tU-it  \Vk&vx\NRr 
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tiona  should  be  given  the  blockading  squadron  not  to  obstruct  their 
Lexit.  In  case  of  blockade  a  reasonable  time  is  allowed  for  neutral 
pvessela  to  depart,  usually  not  less  than  fifteen  days  after  the  blockade 
is  set.  Of  this  fact  notice  is  usually  given.  You  will  not,  therefore, 
detain  any  outward  bound  neutral  vessel,  with  or  without  cargo,  until 
at  least  lifteen  days'  notice  has  been  given. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

GiDEOK  Welles, 

Secretary  A^ary. 
Commodore  G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Flag -Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8. 

Xavy,  commanding  Home  Squadron,  regarding  dispoiiition  of  nchooner 

Oeorge  M.  Smith. 

Navt  Department,  May  3, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  your  dispatches  numbered  48,  49, 
50,  51,  aitd  5:i.  Iti  regard  to  the  schooner  Georgv.  M.  Smith,  taken  with 
articles  contraband  on  board,  you  will,  if  you  have  not  already  done 
80,  take  a  careful  inventory  of  everything  that  was  on  board  at  the 
time  of  her  capture,  those  taken  tor  use  as  well  as  those  that  were  not, 
and  send  her  to  New  York  to  be  delivered  to  the  U.  8.  marshal  of  that 
district. 

With  the  force  now  in  Hampton  Roads  the  blockade  can  probably  be 
rigidly  enforcetl.  A  considerable  addition  will,  however,  bo  made  t<i  it 
shortly  and  an  additional  number  of  lieutenants  will  be  ordered. 

The  Department  is  gratified  with  your  reiiort  of  the  condition  of 
things  and  the  reconnoissauces  made  and  to  be  made.  I  wrote  to  yoa 
yesterday  on  that  subject  in  consequence  of  reports  received  both  at 
this  and  the  War  Departmeuts  of  hostile  demonstrations,  the  erection 
of  batteries,  etc. 

You  will  continue  to  be  vigilant,  preveutiug,  so  far  as  in  your  power, 
hostile  demonstrations. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

riag-OfiBcer  G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Commanding  Home  Squadron,  Hampton  RoadM,  Va, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S. 
Nary,  commanding  Home  Squadron,  regarding  exclusion  of  fuel  from 
blockaded  porta. 

Navy  Department,  May  3, 1661. 
Sib:  The  seii-are  of  coal  that  may  be  passing  into  the  possession  of 
the  insurrectionists  is  essentially  important. 

In  these  days,  when  steam  is  an  element  of  war  as  well  as  naviga- 
tion, it  should  be  an  especial  object  to  exclude  fuel  firom  their  ports. 
An  assistant  surgeon  will  soon  reach  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commodore  G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Commandiny  U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland. 
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Oriler  of  the  Secretury  of  the  Xavy  to  Flag- Officer  PcmUrgrast,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Borne  Squadron^  regarding  transportation  of  maiU 

and  passengers. 

Navy  DEPAETsnEWT,  May  3, 18(11. 

SiB:  The  PostmaaterGeneral  is  desirous  tbat  tLe  mail  coaimunica- 
tion  should  be  contiuued  betweeu  Baltiuiorc  aud  Nurfolk,  and  suggests 
that  the  Baltimore  boats  should  be  permitted  to  go  as  far  as  Fortress 
Monroe  and  there  land  mails  and  jjassengers  under  the  supervision  of 
the  commandant,  it  is  sufjgested  that  a  small  boat  might  bo  permitted 
to  come  down  from  Norfolk  and  meet  and  exchange  mails  and  passen- 
gers with  the  Baltimore  boat;  neither  boat  to  receive  from  the  other 
anything  but  the  mails  and  passengers.  Whether  such  an  arrangement 
can  be  made  without  detriment  to  the  blockade  and  the  public  interest 
is  somewhat  doubtful,  but  should  you,  with  all  the  facta  before  you,  be 
of  the  opinion  that  it  may  be  safely  done,  the  Department  will  not 
object  to  an  arrangement  until  otherwise  ordered.  It  will  be  attended 
with  some  convenience  to  the  s(|uadroD  and  the  garrison,  anil  also  to  per- 
sons fleeing  from  danger.  The  subject  is  committed  t<i  your  judgment 
and  8ui»«rvi8ion.  Sliouhl  the  Iwats  carry  troops,  munitions,  or  articles 
contraband  of  war  you  will  seize  them. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  JVary. 

Commodore  G.  J.  Pendebgrast, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Lieutenant  Trenchard,  U.  S.  Xavy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  transmitting  request  from  General 
Scott,  U.  S.  Army. 

Navy  Department,  May  3, 1861. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  Keyxtone  State  early  to-mor- 
row morning  to  New  York  and  after  receiving  from  the  na\'y  yard  there 
the  provisions  for  Washington  return  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to 
the  latter  port. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  this  Dejiartment 
yesterday  by  Lientenant-Goneral  Scott.  You  will  be  pleased  to  carry 
out  his  wishes  as  therein  expressed  with  regard  to  the  transportation 
of  certain  ordnance  stores,  etc.  During  the  day  yon  will  drop  down  to 
the  aisenal  with  the  Keystone  State  to  receive  the  gun  carriages,  etc., 
to  be  sent  to  Fort  Washington  and  Fort  Monroe. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gii>BON  Wei.i.kk. 
Lieutenant  S.  I).  Trenchard,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  Nary  Yard,  Washington. 

[Enclocnro.] 

HEADylTABTEBS  OP  THE  ARMY. 

Washington,  May  :.',  ls61. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  steamer  you  propose  to 
send  to-morrow  morning  will  take  on  board  from  the  Washingt<m 
Arsenal  some  ordnance  stores  and  twenty-six  gun-carriages,  the  former 
to  be  left  at  Fort  Washingt^m  and  the  latter  at  Fort  Monroe.  While 
at  Fort  Monroe  I  desire  the  steamer  to  receive  on  board  six  8-inoh 
OolombiadB  and  1,1*00  shot  and  slielln,  and  then  proceed  to  New  York 
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I  tat  annj  mpplies  to  be  broaght  ( with  Uie  giuis  aud  projectileB  received 
at  Fort  Monroe)  to  this  city,  shoald  yoa  uot  fill  up  the  vemel  with  your 
owu  Ktores. 

Colouel  D.  D.  Tompkins,  aasiatant  qoart«rina5ter-^neralf  whoee 
office  in  at  No.  0  State  street.  New  York,  will  be  iustructed  to  forward 
(Kicb  articles  as  are  wauted  for  our  a»e. 

I  have  the  bouor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient, 

WnfpiKU)  Scorr. 
ilou.  GcDEON  Wellkb, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavf/. 


Order  of  Commandant  navy  yard,  Sew  York,  to  Captain  McKean,  U.  8. 
Navy,  eommanding  U.  S,  8.  Niagara,  to  trantport  troops  to  Annapolis. 

Navy  Yabd,  May  3,  1861. 
Silt :  I  am  reqaested  by  the  committee  of  defense  to  furnish  trans- 

g[)rt  for  some  few  hundred  men  on  board  the  Niagara*  to  Annapolis, 
hoald  they  be  sent  down  to  the  ship  to-day  it  may  be  in  time  to 
improve  the  tide;  if  uot  the  ship  muHt  remain  over  to-morrow.  It  is 
desiriible  also  that  you  take  on  board  some  30  or  40,  perhaps  more, 
barrels  of  provisions  and  stores.  Be  pleased  to  do  so  and  in  every 
way  i)0S8ible  facilitate  the  expedition.  Furnish  and  prei»are  provisions 
from  the  ship  for  the  troops,  if  required.  I  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of 
a  circalar  from  the  Navy  Department  for  your  government, 
I>u  uot  detain  the  tug  longer  thau  is  absolutely  necessary  alongside. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Sakl.  L.  Bbebse, 

Commandant. 
[Captain  McKean, 

Commanding  Niagara.] 


Order  from  commandant  nary  yard,  New  York,  to  Captain  McKean,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U,  8.  8.  Niagara,  regarding  departure  of  that  vessel 
for  Annapolis. 

Navy  Yard,  Beooklyn,  May  3, 1861—11  a.  m. 
Sib:  I  am  informe<l  by  the  general  conimanduig  that  the  troops  that 
have  been  expected  duily  from  Rhode  Island  have  not  arrived,  aud  should 
they  come  to  morrow  morning  they  will  be  put  on  board  the  steamer 
Columliia  mid  be  ready  to  go  with  you  at  12  or  1  to-morrow.  If  you 
hear  uothiiig  rmni  them  sail  to-morrow  at  the  hour  you  deem  proper 
with  respect  tt»  the  title.  Take  on  board  the  troops,  stores,  etc.,  that 
will  be  sent  you  perhaps  this  afternoon,  or  if  uot  by  10  or  II  in  the 
morning. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Saml.  L.  Bbeese, 

Commandant, 
Captain  McKean. 

Gommaiiding  Niagara. 
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Order  of  commandant  navy  yard  New  York,  to  Captain  McKean,  U.  8. 
Navy,  eommandinij  U.  S.  tS'.  Niagara,  regarding  change  of  destination 
of  that  vessel  and  ctwlosing  instructions  from  t)u)  Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Commandant's  Office,  May  3, 1861. 
Str:  I  forward  yon  a  ronununicatioii  I'rom  the  Navy  Department, 
accoiupanyiug  a  proclaiuatiou  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stat«s. 

Your  destination  being  thus  changed,  I  have  sent  to  inform  the  com- 
mittee that  the  troops  and  Btorea  designed  to  go  to  Annapolis  in  the 
Niufiara  mnst  be  retained  by  them.  The  candles  you  require  are  sent 
yoiibytbi8e<:>uveyance.  You  will  sail  tomorrow  for  your  lastdestination. 
\\'i8hing  you  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  cruise,  I  am,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

Sahl.  L.  Brebse, 

Commandant. 
Captain  [W.  W.]  MoKean, 

Commanding  Niagara. 


[Bnolocare.] 


Navy  Department,  ^fay  3,  if^ei. 

Str:  Tou  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  the  proclamation*  of  the 
President  of  the  I'niteil  States,  ordering  a  blockade  of  the  ports  o( 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas.  Hy  a  subsequent  proclamation  the  blockade  has  been  still 
further  extended  so  as  to  include  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Flag  Orticer  S.  H.  Stringham  has  been  appointed  to  commantl  the 
squmlron  which  is  to  blockade  the  ports  east  of  Key  West  and  will 
soon  be  in  Hampton  Roads  with  his  flagship,  the  Minnesota,  where  he 
will  issue  instructione  to  the  three  to  be  pla<'ed  under  his  command.  In 
the  meantime  it  is  desirable  that  the  jwrt  of  Charleston,  8.  C,  should 
be  immediately  blockaded.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  Niagara,  under 
your  conuiiand,  shall  be  in  all  respects  ready  and  supplied  with  coal 
an<l  provisions,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  Charleston,!  and  lie  off  the 
harbor  lor  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  blockade  into  client,  as  directed 
by  the  proeliiniation. 

More  minut*  instructions  will  be  communicated  to  yon  by  Plag-OflQcer 
Stringham  when  he  reaches  Ids  station,  but  until  receiving  them  you 
will  seize  and  capture  sill  privateers  or  armed  vessels  acting  under 
authority  or  pretended  authority  of  the  insurrectionary  States,  all  ves- 
sels with  arms,  munitions,  or  articles  contraband  of  war.  Vessels  with 
provisions  or  coal  you  will  order  off,  aud  if  they  persist  in  proceeding 
or  attempting  to  proceed  to  the  blockaded  port  after  notice,  you  will 
capture  them  and  send  them  to  Philadelphia  or  New  York.  Neutral 
vessels  will  be  allowed  the  usual  time  to  leave  port. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

OlDBGN  Wellbs. 

Captain  W.  W.  MoKean, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S.  Niagara,  New  York. 


i 


•  See  p.  156. 


t  Deetination  changed  to  the  Oalf ;  see  p.  166. 


U.  S.  8.  Niagara, 
(Quarantine  Oround,  Xene  York,  May  4,  18G1. 
Srs:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  last  evening  of 
your  order  of  2d  instant. 

A  supply  of  coal  and  provisioD  has  been  received  on  board  and  I  shall 
sail  at  noon  today. 

I  respectfolly  request  that  a  condenser  may  bo  made  and  sent  to  this 
ship.    It  is  essential  and  can  be  fitted  by  the  engineers  on  board. 

1  have  also  to  request  that  a  full  eomplemeutof  otlieers  and  men  may 
be  allowed  rae.  The  shi])  is  now  short  of  her  compleuieiit  2  lieutenants, 
1  chief  engineer,  1  first  assistant  engineer,  1  surgeon,  1  [lassed  assist- 
ant surgt'on,  'J,  midshipmen,  49  seamen,  54  ordinary  seamen,  54  lands- 
men and  boys,  7  marines,  and  4  coal  heavers. 

A  chief  engineer  can  be  dispensed  with,  as  Mr.  Macomb,  first  assist- 
ant, is  fully  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  chief,  and  it  would  be 
gratifying  to  me  should  he  bo  left  in  charge.  Midshipmen  J.  D.  Marvin 
and  James  O'Kane  are  fully  qualitied  to  discharge  the  duties  of  lieu- 
tenants. Should  commissioned  lieutenants  not  be  ordered  I  beg  that 
I  may  be  authorized  to  give  them  acting  apiwintments. 

Of  the  crew,  four  only  (marines)  refused  to  take  the  oath  to  stand  by 
the  flag  and  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Cnited  States  against  all 
enemies  or  opposers.    They  were  transferrecl  to  the  barracks. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  If^avy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Communioation  from  commandant  navy  yard,  yew   York,  to  Captain 
McKean,  U,  S,  2favy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Kiagara,  with  enclosure. 

Navy  Tabu,  Nevf  York,  ^fay  4, 1861. 
Sm:  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  communication  from 
the  State  Department. 
The  Peerless  is  from  Lake  Ontario,  an  iron  boat  of  about  400  tons. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Bbekse, 

Commandant, 
Captain  W.  W.  MoKean, 

Commamling  U.  8.  8.  Niagara,  at  Quarantine,  Neic  York. 

[Bocloanre.] 

Depabtment  op  State, 

Waskington,  May  1,  1861. 
If  yon  have  reliable  information  that  the  Peerless  has  been  sold  or  con- 
tracted for  and  has  been  delivered,  or  is  to  be  (ielivere<l,  to  the  insur- 
gents to  be  used  against  the  United  States,  seize  and  bring  her  into 
port  and  detain  her  there  under  whatever  flag  or  papers  she  may  b«ar 
and  refer  the  parties  to  this  Government. 

William  H.  Sewabd. 

OoUMANDEBtS  OF  NaYAX  OB  OTHEB  FORCES 

OF  TUB  United  States. 
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Instnwtionti  of  tlw  Secretary  of  the  Kacy  to  FUxjOfficer  Pemlergraiit,  U.  S. 
yavy,  commaiuUng  Home  Squadron,  regarding  future  dutieH. 

Confidential.]  Navy  DEPAUTJreNT,  May  i,  iFtiU. 

Sir:  It  ia  expected  that  Flag-Oflicer  Striiigliaui,  to  wlioin  lias  been 
assi;;Ti('(l  tlie  ronimarid  of  tlio  coast  blockade,  will  arrive  early  next 
wt-ek  ill  Hampton  Roads  with  the  MinncHotti  and  immediately  eater 
upon  the  duty  of  inatitntiiig  an  actual  blockade  of  the  piitieipal  jjorts 
of  the  insurrectionary  States.  As  the  force  placed  at  his  disposal  is  as 
yet  insutticit'iit,  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  reiimiti  a  period  longer 
with  the  Cvmherhind  before  taking  her  to  New  York,  where  it  may  be 
necessary  to  have  her  docked,  as  she  grounded  in  coming  <lo\vn  from 
Norfolk.  Kecent  events  have  to  some  extent  caused  a  derangement  of 
]tlaii.s  ])rqiected,  but  it  is  the  puri>08e  of  the  I>epartment  to  give  you  a 
steamer,  in  coiupliant'e  with  your  request,  in  order  to  protect  our  com- 
merce and  guard  American  interests  in  the  lower  gulf,  particularly  at 
Vera  Cruz,  Aspinwall,  and  on  the  line  of  the  California  steamers. 

In  the  meantime  you  will  remain  in  command  of  the  ihimherland,  and 
aflbrd  FlagOfticer  Stringliam  such  assistance  as  he  may  require  in 
enforcing  a  rigid  blockade. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

fGiDBON  Wblliss.] 

Flag  Officer  G.  J.  PENDKRonAST, 

Commanding  Home  Squadron,  Hampton  Road«,  Va, 


Order  of  FhgOfficer  PendergraM,  U.  S.  Xavy,  commanding  Home  Squad- 
ron, to  Captain  Eagle,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montlcello,  to 
proceed  to  Cape  Henry. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Custbeeland, 

Off  FortrcsH  Monroe,  May  4,  1861. 
SiK:  Ton  will  proceed  to  Cajw  Henry  in  the  steamer  Star  [MonticeUo] 
and  relieve  the  (Quaker  City.  \»n  will  be  governeti  in  your  movemmts 
by  general  instructions  contained  in  general  order  No.  10.  You  will 
take  up  a  safe  |)osition  near  the  Uorseshoe  or  Cape  Henry  for  the  night 
and  return  to  the  flagship  to-morrow  morniug  by  10  o'clock. 
Very  resi^ctfully, 

G.  J.  Penderokast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squaidron. 
Captain  Eagle, 

Commanding  Star  [MonticMo], 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Pendergrmt,  U.  8.  Xary,  commanding  Home  Squad- 
ron, to  Acting  Master  Mather,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  t^uaker  City,  to  pro- 
ceed to  mouth  of  James  River  on  blockade  duty, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Ci^mberland, 

Off'FortrcsK  Monroe,  Va.,  May  1,  lHr,l7 
8m:  You  will  proceed  in  the  (Quaker  City  and  anchor  In  the  chani 
between  Norfolk  and  Hampton  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  .lames  Hivu 
N  w  E— VOL  4 24 
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You  will  be  povemetl  in  your  movements  by  general  instructions 
contained  in  general  order  No.  lO.* 

1  enclose  you  a  lettert  from  Captain  Eagle  to  me  for  your  information 
(to  be  returned ). 

Very  respectfulJy, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
Flay-Offictr,  Commandimj  Home  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Mather, 

(Quaker  City. 

X.  B. — Be  vigilant  and  guard  against  surprise.    You  will  return  to 
the  tiiigship  as  soon  as  relieved. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Flag- Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Home  Squadron,  regarding  Peruvian  re»»el». 

Navy  Department,  May  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  Tlie  Secretary  of  State  has  submitted  to  me  two  letters  received 
by  liiiii  from  Messrs.  Harril  Bros.,  agents  for  tlie  consignment  of  Feru- 
viiiM  GoviTniin'iit  jjtiiUH)  in  tbe  United  States,  and  Mr.  Barreda,  conti- 
dential  agent  of  Pern,  botli  at  New  Y'ork,  who  represent  that  tlie  vessels 
employed  on  account  of  tlie  Government  of  Peru  to  bring  guano  to  this 
country  are  rcf(uirctl  U»  call  at  Hampton  Itoads  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  orders  as  to  their  port  of  discbarge. 

In  the  i>rcsciit  condition  of  allairs  the  consignees  desire  that  the  ves- 
sels may  <lischarge  their  cargoes  at  New  York,  and,  as  mail  communi- 
cation lias  Iwen  interrupted,  have  asked  that  orders  to  that  effect  may 
1)0  comniuniratcd  by  the  commanding  oflicer  of  the  blockading  force  in 
the  Clicsapeakc. 

You  will  he  jileased,  therefore,  to  give  such  directions  to  the  force 
under  your  command  as  will  accomplish  tlie  wishes  of  Mr.  Barreda  and 
Messrs.  Barril  Bros,  conceniinjj  the  vessels  arriving  in  Hampton  Itoada 
with  guano  from  the  Peruvian  Government. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Fhig  OHicer  G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

CoMiiKinding  Home  Squadron,  Hampton  Eoaih,  Ya, 


Letter  from  Flag-Oficcr  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  Navy,  eommaudirig  Home 
Squadron,  to  (joluucl  Dimick,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Monroe, 
Va.,  regarding  seizure  of  six  schooners. 

U.  8.  Flagship  CtTMUEELAND, 

Off  Fortreng  Monroe,  Va.,  May  4,  1S61. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  seized  one  schooner 
with  cotton  and  three  with  coal,  which  I  have  ordered  to  be  anchored 
near  the  ordnance  wharf;  also  two  schooners  with  wood,  One  has 
been  anchored  near  the  ordnance  wharf  and  the  other  at  the  common 
wharf,  and  I  believe  is  now  uidoading. 

I  wish  (i  baU>s  of  cotton  retained  for  the  use  of  the  squadron. 


'See  p.  363. 


t  Not  found. 
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As  soon  as  the  weatber  is  favoralile  I  will  order  the  Yanltec  and  first 

cntter  of  this  slii|i  to  iiceoinpatiy  Colonel  De  Unsay  to  reconnoiter  from 

hero  to  Hiwk  IJiver  light. 

Very  rfspectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendkrgrast, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Colonel  DIMIOK, 

Commanding  Fortrega  Monroe,  Fa, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  ^avy  to  the  commandant  of  the  nary  yard, 

New  Torh. 

Navy  Department,  .If ay  i,  isfn. 
Sib:  If  the  Niagara  has  sailed  please  state  what  is  her  destination. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  Samctel  L.  Breese, 

Xavy  Yard,  Netc  York. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Neic  York,  regarding  mopements  of 

U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  May  7, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report,  although  I  have  received  no  oflioial  inforniatioa 
of  the  fact,  thiit  the  steamer  Nuujant,  Cai>tain  McKean,  went  to  sea  on 
Snnday  afternoon,  the  r»th  instant,  pursuant  to  the  last  orders  received 
from  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wanhington. 

[P.  8.]— Chief  Engineer  (R.  H,]  Long,  Surgeon  [T.  M.]  Potter,  and 
First  Assistant  Engineer  [William]  Roberts  have  reported  for  the 
Niagara  since  she  sailed  and  are  here  awaiting  further  orders, 

8.  L.  B. 


Letter  from  FlagCtfficer  Pendergra«t,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  to  J,  P.  beat,  esq.,  regarding  seised  vessels, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumberland, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  May  5,  If^fll. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  commnnication*  of  tliis  date  I  have  to  say 

that  all  foreign  vessels  have  been  jjerinitted  to  depart  since  the  blockatle 

has  been  established,  and  will  be  for  a  reasonable  time.    The  vessels  you 

speak  of  are  American  vessels  and  have  been  seized  for  the  Government 
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of  the  United  .States.  All  articles  taken  from  tliem  have  been  receipted 
for,  and  1  presunie  will  be  jmid  for  by  the  Governnient  of  the  United 
Stivtes. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendbkguast, 
Flag-Officer,  Cmnmamiimj  Home  Squadron. 
J.  P.  Beal,  Esq., 

Petersburg,  Va. 


Report  of  Captain  Fauncc,  U.  S.  Revenue  Marine,  commnitiling  C  S.  S. 
Harriet  Lane,  acknotcledging  receipt  of  ordem  for  dulif  in  protecting 
commerce. 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

Off  AnnajMiUs,  May  6,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  jickuowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order* 
dated  April  27.     It  restched  me  at  New  York  on  the  Ist  instant. 

1  .shall  proceed  at  once  oft'  the  Patajisco  with  my  couituand  and  enter 
on  the  dntiea  .spccitied  in  yonr  instructions. 

By  request  oi'  tieneral  Wool   I   conv<)yed  the  steamer   Star  of  the 
South  with  troops  for  Washington  and  turned  her  over  to  Commander 
Gillis,  of  the  steamer  Pociihtmtiin,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  Kiver, 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Faunce, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na  ri/,  Waskington,  J).  G. 


Letter  front  Flag-0_^cer  Pendergrast,   U.   S.  Nary,  commanding  Home 

Squadron,  to  Colonel  Dimivl;  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Monroe, 

Vu,,  regarding  the  steam,  tug  Young  America. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Cifmberland, 

Off  Fortreux  Monroe,  Va.,  May  5,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  communication t  of  this  date  has  been  received.     I  beg  to 
say  that  I  have  thi.s  moment  placed  the  steam  tug  Young  America  at 
your  disposal  for  the  jmriwse  of  lauding  troops  and  stores. 
Very  rcsiwctfuUy, 

G.  .1.  Penberorast, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Colonel  DiMiCK, 

Commanding  Fortress  Monroe, 


Report  of  Commander  Olixson,  U.  8.  Nary,  eommanding  Pkiladelphia  Ice 
Boat,  of  intended  departure  for  dniy  off  the  Patapsco  River. 

Philadelphia  City  Ice  Boat, 

Atinapolis,  May  5,  1861. 

Sre:  I  have  received  your  two  notes  and  shall  leave  inunediately  to 
cruise  off  the  Patapsco,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  do  all 
Jn  wy  power  to  take  everything  of  a  suspicious  character.    Since  I 
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wrote  to  you  Dr.  King  has  been  detached  and  ordered  to  the  Cumher- 

land  iiud  has  left  this  nioniing. 

I  (ibtaitiL'd  sunie  himber  here  and  am  now  Duttiug  up  two  staterooms, 
whk'h  will  make  u.s  more  coinCortahle. 

Tho  raltin  has  imly  four  staterooms  and  they  are  for  the  use  of  the 
oflictTS  iif  the  biiat. 

1  fuclose  herewith  a  nmster  roll  of  the  officers  and  crew  uf  the  IMiila- 
ileliihia  he  Hmtt,  with  their  rates  siud  pay. 

1  do  not  know  by  what  authority  this  crew  was  s!ii|)[>ed  and  rated. 
In  addition  to  this  erew  I  have  .'U>  men,  1  pilot,  and  1  carpenter  from 
the  Phihidel])hia  navy  yard,  1  licntenant,  and  1  {juuuer;  1  also  have 
H.  Y.  Glisson  Jis  tny  clerk,  and  Kobert  C.  Wright,  a-cting  master's 
mate,  neither  of  which  are  tr>  receive  pay  unless  approved  by  yourself 
and  the  hoDoraWe  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  They  have  been  of  great 
service  to  nie,  each  of  them  keeping  a  watch  in  addition  to  their  other 
dnties.  You  will  see  by  this  report  that  we  have  a  large  crew,  and  \ 
may  add  a  very  efhcient  one.  They  are  well  drilled  and  1  think  will 
make  a  good  light  if  we  are  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  an  enemy. 

I  hope  that  we  will  be  entitled  to  sea  .servi<'e  for  this  duty.     We  araJ 
all  well.     I  shall  not  give  up  the  commanil  of  this  vessel  utiless  I  geti 
another  command.     I  have  no  idea  of  reinaiuing  idle  during  oar  diffi- 
culties. 

I  am,  very  respectl'uUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Samuel  F.  l>r  Pont, 

Ct>7ii»iaudin(/  Xavy  Yitrd,  I'hiladelpkia. 


Letter  from  comma  ndanf  nary  yard,  Xew  York,  to  Commodore  Pauldinff, 
U.  (S.  y<try,  r«:yardiiiti  (ho  e(pti}imrnt  and  officering  of  reniiels. 

Semi  official.]  Navy  Yabd,  May  '>,  ISCl. 

Dear  ('ommodork:  As  I  wrote  yon  at  considerable  length  yester- 
day, 1  write  now  to  mention  what  1  tlien  neglected  to  do,  viz,  that  in 
order  that  the  I'trry  should  be  rea<ly  at  a  momeut's  notice  to  perform 
any  duty  that  niiglit  be  required  of  her  1  had  ordered  lemi»orarily  to 
her  command  Commander  Meade,  who  is  now  on  hoard  her.  The  only 
order  I  have  received  in  relation  to  her  was  one  from  thf  bureau, 
ordering  her  tit  be  got  ready  for  service,  is.sued  after  the  brig  had  left 
here  for  the  Chesaiieake  with  convoy.  1  ha<l,  fortunately,  believing  she 
might  be  among  the  lirst  vessels  required  by  the  exigency  of  the 
times,  prepared  her  (-ompietely  for  sea  some  weeks  before.  I  will  now 
transfer  her  crew  with  their  accounts  regularly  from  the  receiving  ship. 
May  1  know  u  he ther  Coimnauder  Mi-ade  will  be  retained  by  (the|  Depart- 
ment as  her  ccminiander  or  if  some  other  is  intended.  She  is  ready  at 
an  hour's  notiee  lo  proceed  when  she  nniy  be  directed.  The  Constitu- 
tion is  still  lying  at  the  yard  or  near  it,  occupying  room  that  we  much 
want  and  waiting  for  an  order  to  go  to  Newport.  When  the  oflicera 
rejiort  for  the  Walianh,  and  I  am  directed  to  do  so,  she  can  at  once  be 
sent  into  tlie  stream.  As  we  have  several  steamers  here  altering, 
besides  the  ]Y(ibasli,  Hoaiiokr,  J'otomac,  and  Sarannah,  you  will  readily 
see  that  we  are  much  straitene<l  for  room.  I  would  again  advise  the 
sending  of  the  Keystone  State  here  with  the  entire  amount  of  our  rec^ui- 
sitions  on  the  Ordnance  Bureau.  We  are  caUeA.  \v\>0'cv Kox  "Cftst^fe ^C«s.vw'?^ 
by  other  yards  and  still  must  baveou\\auA  avVS^wsa.V^'ot  ^^i«>^«*»^"'**^ 


OPERATIONS   ON  THE   ATLANTIC   COAST. 


k 


sels  fitting  out,  besidf.s  tlie  ten  steiiiuers.  Why  is  it  not  well  to  give 
acting  u])]iointnietits  to  those  lieutt'naiit.s  who  some  years  since  resigned  ! 
I  mean  such  as  .Fo.sepli  (P.j  8aul'or<l,  whom  I  know  well,  Caldwell, 
Harnes,  Watiiiouj^h,  Myfjatt,  and  others,  all  good  ollicers  and  pro])er 
nieu  and  who  volunteer  for  it.  The  hitter,  Mygatt,  1  have,  at  the 
re<|\iest  of  Commander  Ward,  given  an  appointment  of  iwting  master 
lor  temporary  duty  in  Ward's  tJotilla,  which  I  am  directed  by  the 
I)e]>artni<^nt  to  liave  prejiared  as  soon  as  is  possible,  and  to  which  end 
I  have  purchased  two  fast,  new  tugs,  quite  small,  of  <i  feet  draft,  to 
carry  a  ^-ijiounder  howit/.er  and  probably  fifteen  or  sixteen  men;  the 
larger  vessel  I  am  in  uegotiatiou  for,  and  will  probably  charter  her  at 
$C,0(>0  jier  month,  or,  which  may  be  better,  purchase  her  for  $35,000. 
I  think  they  may  all  be  ready  in  eight  or  ten  days.  In  reply  to  an 
enciuiry  from  Cai)tain  Du  P<uit,  1  liave  told  him  that  we  would  supply 
him  with  the  .sixteen  guns,  ."iLJ's  and  lOinch,  which  he  .says  are  required 
at  that  yard.  1  presume  the  bureau  expects  me  to  furnisii  him  if 
required.  The  Niagara  was  prevented  by  the  weather  and  tide  from 
going  to  se;i  yesterday,  but  goes  to-day  at  1  p.  m.,  bound  <ift"  Charleston. 
The  order  for  Purser  Semple  to  report  for  duty  iu  her  I  have  not  been 
able  to  get  to  him,  not  knowing  his  wherealiouts.  1  received  yesterday 
a  copy  of  an  oath  by  mail,  but  no  direction  to  administer  it  to  any  one, 
nor  am  1  aware  that  it  has  been  done  anywhere,  except  by  Captain 
McKean.  I  [U'csume  the  loyalty  of  Southern  otlicers,  as  a  general 
thing,  will  hang  loosely  on  them  under  some  circumstauces.  It  appears 
thiit  only  the  active  otlicers  and  such  as  we  would  wish  to  have  in  the 
service  are  called  lor  by  the  insurgent  authorities  or  who  do  leave. 
The  others  on  the  retired  list,  who  know  they  will  not  be  called  on  in 
this  crisis  to  hear  arms,  for  the  reason  that  they  woultl  probably  be  no 
move  loyal  than  1  heir  fellow-Southerners,  and  the  other  reasons  that 
operated  with  the  board  to  retire  them,  should  not,  I  think,  be  con- 
tinued as  iiensioners  of  the  United  States.  Is  not  the  Government 
rather  tof»  liberal  to  these  jieople?  Hut  all  honor  to  those  of  the  South 
who  r;dly  around  the  (lag  and  the  Constitution  they  have  sworn  to 
support.  1  woukl  repeat  my  desire  to  know  from  the  Department  if  it 
meets  their  views  that  I  ]»romi8e  and,  whcti  necessary,  make  iwiting 
aiipoiiitmeiits  for  engineers,  mates,  etc.,  to  ottieer  the  chartered  steam- 
ers. To  get  these  even  will  always  require  a  dayorlw«»or  more.  I 
enlarged  on  this  and  kindred  matters  iu  my  letter  of  yesterday. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Samukl  L.  Bukese. 
Commodore  II.  Pauldinu,  U,  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  FlagOffieer  I'endergra^t,  U.  S.  Xuvy,  commandiny  Borne 
8)iua(lron,  transiniUhif/  report  of  lAculcnant  kdfridge,  U.  S.  A'ari/, 
regarding  rei-onnoimianceK  made  hi/  him  in  the  steamer  Yankee  on  April 
29,  May  1  and  5. 

U.  S.  Flagship  CtnuBEELAND, 

off  Fori n'HH  Monroe,  Va.,  May  <i,  1861. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Thomas (,K  Seltridge  of  several  reconnoissauces  made  by  him. 
1  Lave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

<l.  J.'Pendeegeast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tJie  Xaz'y,  Washington,  J).  C. 


^ 


U.   8.   Snip   C'rMBERLAND, 

HunqiUm  Jioadu,  May  6,  18(11, 

SiB:  In  pnrsnance  of  yonr  order  I  beg  leave  to  subtnit  the  following 
rei)ort.s  of  sf^purate  reconiioissances  of  the  neiglihoriug  shores  iu  the 
steaujer  Wntkec  oir  Ajuil  liS>,  May  J  and  .'i: 

Oa  April  -9,  as  directed  by  ycm,  I  carefully  surveyed  the  shore  from 
Sewell's  I'oiut  to  Cape  Henry  and  was  convinced  that  no  Imtteries  or 
olistruotions  against  landing  had  been  erected.  Five  miles  inside  of 
Tape  Henry  1  <li8<;overed  a  party  (jf  cavalry  that,  from  their  niovetnents, 
I  should  judge  was  a  patrtd  kept  (o  observe  proceedings  iu  the  bay  and 
Roads.  From  Willoughby's  Spit  to  Cape  Henry  the  water  is  snfticieutly 
liohl  to  all<»w  vessels  of  7  feet  draft  to  ai>proach  within  L'OO  yjirdsof 
the  shore.  Above  this,  toward  Sewell's  Point,  on  account  of  a  Hat  which 
nuikea  ofi'  some  distance,  landing  would  not  lie  so  easy.  Tlie  coast 
along  I  found  cut  up  with  uunierous  creeks,  wbieli  penetrate  into  the 
interior. 

On  May  1, 1  examined  the  shores  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  the  month 
of  James  Kiver  and  could  discover  nothing  of  a  hostile  nature.  The 
shore  of  the  i  reek  that  separates  Old  Point  Comfort  from  the  mainland 
was  examined  in  a  boat,  but  tlie  density  of  the  woods  that  skirt  the 
bank  of  thiseieek  does  not  admit  of  a  naval  reronnoissance,  but  should 
be  made  the  subject  of  military  attention,  as  batteries  could  be  placed 
iu  these  woods  witliout  the  knowledge  of  the  garrison. 

On  May  rt,  1  proceeded  in  tlie  IrtwArc  with  Colonel  Ue  Russy,  of  the 
engineers,  for  an  examination  of  the  shore  from  Fortress  Monroe  to 
IJat'k  Kiver  light  house,  a  tlistan<'e  of  5A  miles.  We  could  jterceive  no 
attempts  at  military  tlemonstrations.  The  ground  a  mile  from  the 
tbrtress  is  hilly,  and  in  the  possession  of  an  enemy  might  seriously 
menace  the  fort  and  anchorage. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tuos.  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant,  U,  IS.  Xavy, 

FlagOfflcer  G.  J.  Pendergbast, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Home  Squadron. 


I 


Report  of  FlaD-Offwer  Pcndergra^it,  U.  8.  X^ary,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Selfridge,  I'.  S.  Xavg,  of 
a  reconnoisname  in  York  Kiver,  Va. 


U.  S.  Flaoshtp  Cumberland, 

Off  FortreKx  Monroe,  Va.,  Maif  «,  1S61. 

Sib:  I  have  tiie  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  the  rejiort  of 

Lieutenant  Thomas  O.  Selfridge,  and  request  that  two  snuiU  steamers 

<ir  light  dratt  and  well  armed  be  sent  here  without  delay,  to  prevent 

the  erection  of  batteries  iu  York  River. 

I  ha\'e  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
Flag  Officer,  Commanding  Rome  Sqiuidron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Washington,  D,  0. 


[Euclofliiru.] 

U.  S.  Ship  ("umiieela?jd, 

Hampton  liouds.  May  G,  1861, 

SiB:  In  obedience  to  yortr  order  1  have  tbe  Imnor  to  report  the  fol- 
lowinR  as  ii  result  of  a  rteounnissaiice  of  both  banks  of  York  liiver  for 
20  niik's.  From  its  nioutb  to  GloucL'ster  Point  no  iirciianitions  had 
been  made  to  obslrnet  the  river.  At  (iloucester  Point  tliere  is  in  tlie 
course  of  erection  a  breastwork,  or  wafer  battery,  which,  ivhen  com- 
pleted, will  c'ireclnally  commiind  the  approach  of  the  river.  Tliese 
preparations  tlina  far  consist  only  iti  a  heavy  ramjmrt  and  the  collec- 
tion of  a  larjre  anionnt  of  turf.  In  its  present  condition  it  is  nseles.s  for 
defense,  as  it.  lias  not  attained  a  beij;ht  sutticieut  to  prote('t  its  occu- 
pants, and  there  arc  no  means  at  i>reseiit  to  mount  its  guns.  Beyond 
this  point,  after  a  carefnl  survey,  I  could  perceive  no  unusual  appear- 
nnces.  Tlio  buoys  are  all  in  their  places,  and  with  no  previous 
acquaiutauce  with  the  river  I  found  no  difliculty  in  keepiiifi  iu  3.}  to  4 
fatlionis  water.  If  I  may  bo  permitted  the  liberty  I  would  re8i)ect- 
fully  call  the  attention  of  tlic  Hagotllccr  to  the  importnuce  of  a  com- 
mand of  York  Uiver,  which,  from  its  dejith  and  case  of  access,  lead- 
injj  into  the  heart  of  Virginia,  would  be  invaluable  in  tbo  case  of 
offensive  nicasares  being  decided  upon  by  the  United  States.  For  the 
present  it  is  my  humble  opinion  that  a  small  steamer  could  prevent  the 
lurther  [irogress  of  the  work  at  (iloucester  Point,  as  I  lirnily  believe 
there  are  no  heavy  guns  in  the  neighborhood,  and  it  could  effectually 
retard  for  some  time  the  transportation  of  such  from  Ikichmotid,  Two 
vessels,  (he  brig  V.  Ititmell,  of  Maine,  and  the  schooner  Josephine,  of 
Baltimore,  were  boarded  and  warned  off. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfbidoe, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Ofllcer  G.  J.  Pendergbast, 

Commanditig  Rome  Squadron. 


Leiier  from  F lay-Officer  rendergrast,  U.  8.  Xavy,  commandiny  Home 
Squndron,  to  Colonel  I>iiHick,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fort  3fo»- 
roe,  Va, 

U.  8.  Flagship  CuMnERi.AND, 

Off  Fortress  Mnnroe,  Va.,  May  li,  1861. 
SiB;  Your  letter*  of  this  date  has  been  received. 
Agreeably  to  your  request  the  steam  tug  Yankee  has  beeu  sent  to 
look  after  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergbast, 
F lag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Stptadron, 
Colonel  DiHiOK, 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Pendergrast,   U.   8.  Nary,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  detention  of  Baltimore  uteamers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumherlanb, 

Of  FortrexK  Monroe,  Va.,  May  (1,  1861. 
'Sib;  T  have  the  lumor  to  inform  the  department  that  tlie  steamers 
of  the  Baltimore  line  have  arrived  here  and  aie  at  present  anchored 

*  Mot  fouad. 
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under  tlie  j^iwh  of  the  fort.  Having  received  iio  instructions  from  tbe 
DopartniL'iif,  I  Imvo  refused  to  allow  them  to  proceed  to  Norfolk.  If 
IH^nnission  is  (,'ivcu  to  those  bo;it8  to  ])asa  I  would  like  to  li.avo  specific 
instrurtious  as  regards  what  I  shall  allow  to  pass  in  merchandise  and 
passeiiirers. 

I  haw  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.   .1.    I'ENDERGRAST, 

Fl<uf-Ojfficer,  CommaiuUnij  Jlomv  iiij[uadroii, 

Hon.  (JiDEON  Welles, 

St^creiury  of  the  Narf/,  Watihinfftmi,  D,  (J. 


Appointment  l/y  FlayOfficer  PendergraM,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  ITome 
iSqtMdron,  of  Lleuteiuint  Todd,  U.  &'.  Navy,  an  Jiag-lieuteitant. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Citmberland, 

Off  Fort  reus  Monroe,  Va.,  May  (7,  ISdl. 
Sir;  You  are  hereby  api)oiuteil  Haglieutenaut  of  the  Flomo  Scjusul- 
roil.     You  will  make  your.self  perfectly  acijuaiuted  with  the  signals  of 
tlio  difi'eieiit  ships  coinprisint;  the  squadron. 

You  will  keep  a  true  record  of  all  vessels  sei/e4l  and  their  carfjoes, 
including  the  schooner  G\eorge\  M.  Smith,  seized  with  contrabaud  of 
war  on  board. 

]  wish  you  to  go  on  board  all  i'otl«n  and  coal  vessels  and  receipt  in 
my  name  lor  their  cargoes. 
Aery  respectfully, 

Ci.  J.  Pkndergbast, 
Flag-OJfieer,  Commanding  Jlomc  Squadron, 

Lieuieuaut  Henkv  I).  Todd, 

r.  jV.  Ship  Vumberland. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Superintendent  Naval  Academy, 

Aniiapolin,  regarding  warrant:*  for  midnhipmen. 

Navy  Department,  May  ti,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  Department  lias  concluded  to  warrant  tiie  present  first  class 
of  acting  mi<lshipinen,  notwithstanding  the  class  have  not  had  the 
opportunity  ol'  graduating. 

K'eport  to  the  Department  the  relative  standing  of  the  members  of 
this  class,  in  order  that  their  warrant  may  be  issued  accordingly. 
1  am,  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GtDKON  Wellks. 
Captain  George  S.  IJlake, 

Snpi-rintendait  Nafal  Academy,  Amtapolin,  Md, 


Report  of  Captain  Faunce,  U.  S.  Revenue  Marine,  regarding  condition  of 
affairs  in  and  about  Baltimore. 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lank, 
Off  Fort  McIIenry,  Baltimore,  Md.,  May  7,  1801. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  the  5th  instant  I  hav 
been  cruising  ott  the  mouth  of  the  Tatapsco  River,  boarding  all  su 
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picious-lookiiig  vessels.  Last  evening,  it  blowujg  a  heavy  gale  from 
the s<mthwaid  and  eastward,  stood  up  the rivr-r  to  my  present ancliorage. 
This  nioininj;  I  had  an  interview  with  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Balti- 
more in  ri'^Mid  to  susjiicions  vessels  fitting  out  in  this  port;  he  stated 
that  he.  had  no  knowlwlfio  of  anything  of  that  kind.  After  leaving 
him  my  al  tent  ion  was  falleil  by  a  resjicctable  gentleman  to  two  tugs 
(the  names  of  wliirli  arc  the  Lionenn  and  Jlcrciitcn)  wliich  have  been 
fitted  up  for  guns  and  are  now  at  tlie  wharf  ready  to  receive  their 
armament,  l)ut  all  work  fur  the  present  has  lieen  suspended. 

Baltimore,  1  am  pleased  to  state,  from  the  very  best  authoritj',  is 
strong  for  tim  L'utou. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoar  obedieut  servant, 

JouN  Faunce, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

Si/crctary  of  the  Nary,   Wushintiton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flatj-Opirr    I'mdrrgnuit,    U.    8.    Nary,   fommandituf    Home 
Squnttron,  of  the  seizure  of  four  coal  vcniielx. 

U.  S.  FLAUSnil'  CUMBKllLANU, 

Off  Fort r CUM  Monroe,   I'd.,  May  7,  1861, 

Sill:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  1  have  .seized 

for  the  U8<5  of  the  (iovernmeut  of  the  United  States  four  coal  vessels, 

coiitaiuiiig  iu  all  aoout  .")()(•  tons;  al.so  two  vessels  with  cotton,  in  ail 

about  L'l-t  liales,  to  be  used  for  tlie.  defeii.se  of  Fortress  Monroe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  lesiiectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

ti.  J.  Peni»eu«ra.st, 
Flatj-Offieer,  Comma ndititf  Home  iSquadron. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Napy,  Washington,  J).  0. 


Navy,   cowmanding  Ho^ne 
more  steamer  with 


liepert  of  Flai/Offieer  Petidcriira^t,  U.  8.  Navy,  c 
Sfiuadroti,  of  the  arrival  at  Fortrens  Monroe  if  Balti 
mails  and  2>assengers. 

U.  S.  FLAa.^IIIP  Cl'MBERLANU, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  steamer 
Adelaide,  of  the  Haltinmre  line,  arrived  here  this  morning  with  mails 
anil  passengers.  I  have  permitted  Captain  Cauimn  to  land  his  mails 
and  passengers  at  Old  Point,  but  there  is  no  steamer  to  take  tliom  to 
Norfolk.  1  granted  this  on  w.  telegraph  from  Postmaster-Geuerat  Hlair 
to  Golonel  I  >loor  N.  I  Falls,  president  of  the  line.  1  would  bo  glad  to 
have  the  instructions  of  the  Department  as  to  whether  I  shall  jieruiit  a 
small  steamer,  if  sent  here  by  the  company,  to  carry  the  passeugers 
to  ^'orl'nlk. 

1  ha\'e  tije  hoiKir  to  be,  sir,  very  resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.'PENDERCiKAST, 

Flaft-Offlcer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
lion.  GiuEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 
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Letter  from  FlatjOfficer  Pendergrajit  U.  S,  Nar;/,  oomumndin)/  Home 
Sijtuidron,  to  the  captain  nf  the  steamer  Adelaide,  tjrnntiiifi  permisxion 
ta  land  mails  and  passengers  at  Old  Point,  Vo. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumberland, 

Off  Fortress  J'<m»v><',  Va.,  May  7,  ISfil. 

Sir  :  1  beg:  leave  to  inform  you  that  T  have  as  yet  received  no  instruc- 
tions from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  your  boats. 

I  will,  however,  i>ermit  you  to  land  yonr  ntails  and  pa.s.sengers  at 
Old  Point;  they  are  not  to  visit  Norfolk  until  further  instructions 
Ixom  me. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendeugrast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Captain  STEAanjR  Adelaide. 

P.  S. — The  passengers  will  not  be  peniiitted  to  visit  Norfolk  w  leave 
Old  Point  without  a  permit  from  me  oi-  the  commandmit  of  I'ort 
Monroe. 

G.  J,  Pendebgbast. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  8.  Xary,  commanding  Homo 
Sijiiadron,  to  Colonel  IHniivk,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Monroe, 
Ffl.,  regarding  steamer  Adelaide. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumberland. 

Off  FvrtreJis  Monroe,  Va.,  May  7,  18(11. 
Sir;  I  beg  to  inform  you  thiit  I  have  permittt'd  the  pjissentrers  and 
mails  from  the  steiuner  Adtlnidf  to  be  liiiidfil  at  Old  Point.     The  pas- 
sengers must  have  a  jwruiit  from  you  or  myself  to  proceed  farther. 
About  thirty  or  thirty-live  are  to  be  huided. 
\'ery  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pbkderguast, 
F lag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Colonel  DiMicK, 

Commanding  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 


Report  of  Flag-Offieer   Pendergrast,    U.   S.  Xary,   commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  charter  of  steam  tug  Yankee. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cumbehland, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  7,  18G1. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  infoiiii  the  Dej)artment  that  the  gratuitous 

services  of  the  steam  tuj;  Yankee  will  ex])ire  on  the  lOth  of  this  month. 

The   Yankee  is  very  useful  and    I   liesire  to  know  whether  I  shall 

reengage  her  at  the  rate  of  i'.M\  jier  day,  which  1  think  very  cxorbi- 

taut;  i!<ir>(>  I  think  <|nite  enough. 

1  have  the  houor  to  l)e,  very  respet;t fully,  yonr  obedient  servant. 

G.  J.  'Penuek(}uast, 
Flag-Offieer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Exchange  of  nhots  between  the  U.  S.  S.  Yanlee  and  the  butteries  at  Glou- 
cester Point,  Va.,  May  7,  lS(il. 

Ssport  of  Flag-Offioar  Pendozi^rut,  IT.  B.  Ravy,  oommanding  Home  BqnadroQ,  transmittiiig 
report  of  Lieutenant  Belfridf;e,  V.  S.  Navy 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Cumbeuland, 

Of  Fortreux  Monroe,  Va.,  May  !>,  ISOl. 

SiE:  I  liave  tlie  honor  licrfwith  to  eiuloso  to  tho  Department  the 
report  of  Lieutenant  Thomas  ().  Selfritlgo  of  a  reconnoi.-^sauee  made  by 
Liiti  ill  York  IJiver.  On  consiiltatiiin  with  ('olom-l  Ditnick,  of  Fortress 
Monroe,  he  diM'lineil  sending  a  torco,  stutiii;^  that  lie  coiihl  not  fiparo 
them.  I  woiihl  respert fully  state  to  thb  llepartiueiit  that  it  wouhl  be 
useless  to  make  an  attack  unless  we  bad  a  force  of  about  6tK)  men, 
which  I  have  not  at  my  command. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Vt.  J.    PENDEUtiEAST, 

FIftg-Officer,  Comntunding  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretary  of  the  Nary,  WiiMliington,  1>.G. 

[Kndomeiiirnt.] 

It  would  not  i>erhap8  be  advisable  to  make  an  attack  on  battery  in 
York  River  unless  in  concert  with  the  troojis. 

G.  W. 


[EnclrHiuro.l 


u. 


S.  Shu*  Cumberland, 
Htniipton  Roads,  May  7,  JS(!1. 

SrR:  In  accordance  with  your  orders  I  left  here  at  10  a.  m.  in  the 
steamer  Yiinkre  for  an  examination  of  the  fortittcations  on  Gloucester 
Toint.  I  had  apjiroaehed  within  about  l.',()()0  yards  of  this  point  when 
a  shot  across  my  bow  jirst  apprised  nie  that  the  enemy  had  guns 
mounted.  I  continued  to  steam  aheatl  slowly,  when  another  was  tired 
in  line,  but  a  little  short.  I  stopped  steaming,  moved  alt  heavy  articles 
to  the  port  side  and  started  all  the  water  in  the  starboard  tanks,  as  the 
Yankee  had  a  considerable  list  to  starboard,  from  moving  her  two  guns 
to  that  side.  1  tii'ed  4  round  shot  and  two  shell  at  the  extreme  eleva- 
tion tho  guns  would  i)ermit,  but  they  all  fell  short.  Twelve  shots  iu  all 
were  Uretl  by  the  enemy,  two  shells  jiassed  about  10  feet  over  and  burst 
some  20  yards  licyond;  the  remaitnler  fell  short.  Finding  the  guns 
opiKJsed  to  me  so  much  superior  in  range  and  caliber  to  the  YnjiA-er's 
light  .*12'8,  I  considered  it  my  duty,  though  reluctantly,  to  return.  The 
guns  mounted,  as  near  as  I  could  Judge,  were  one  8  inch  shell  an<l  two 
long  32'8,  and  there  were  probably  forty  niea  behind  the  breastwork. 
I  could  discover  no  armed  parties  otherthan  these  in  the  vicinity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  O.  Selfkidge, 

Lieutenant,  U,  ti.  Nary, 

Flag-Officer  G.  J.  Pendebgbast, 

Commanding  V,  8.  Home  Squadron. 


^ 


Baport  of  FU^^-Offloer  Fendeigrast,  V.  8.  Hayy.  oonunanding  Homa  Squadron,  icgsidisg  batt«y 

in  Tork  Biver. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cn«BKKLA>-D, 

Off  Forirens  Monroe,  Vn.,  May  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Pawnee  will  leiive  here  this  evening  with  dispatches  from  myself  and 
Colonel  Diuiick.  I  wonld  state  to  the  Department  that  the  Pawnee, 
with  her  long  range  heavy  guns,  would  beavalaablo  iuldition  to  the 
force  here  at  present;  and  I  think  with  the  steamers  Star  [MonticeUoL 
Yanliee,  and  Pawnee  I  could  successfully  destroy  the  battery  on  York 
Eivcr,  with  the  addition  of  a  fonre  of  500  men  for  landing,  which  I 
desire  to  have  detailed  from  Fortress  Monroe.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  York  Hiver  should  lie  kept  clear,  as  it  conne<;ta  by  railroad  witli 
Bichroond. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.   J.    I'EXDERGKAST, 

FUujOfficer,  Comm<indin<j  Home  Squadron 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Vtivy  to  Flag-OfGcer  Pender^raat,  U.  8.  Kavy,  oonunanding 
Home  Squadron,  regarding  afliain  of  hit  command. 


w 


Navy  Department,  May  15,  1S61. 
SiB:  Your  dispatch  of  the  Idth  instant,  relative  to  the  batteries  on 
York  River,  has  been  received  and  will  receive  attention. 

Two  vessels  have  been  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  being  U8e«i  at 
Haiti|)ton  Roads  as  receiving  ships  for  coal. 

The  Department  will  thank  you  to  make  any  suggestions  relative  to 
fresh  water  for  the  squadron. 

The  steam  frigate  Roanoke  is  i>reparing  for  sea  at  New  York  as  your 
flagship,  and  will  be  sent  to  ILimptoa  Roads. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
flag-Offlcer  G.  J.  Pendebgrast, 

Commanding  Home  Squadron,  off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 


Report  of  Colonel  Taliaferro,  0.  8,  Army,  commanding  at  Olonoester  Point 

Gloucester  Point,  Va.,  May  8,  iStil. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  tn  report  that  I  assumed  command  at  this 
post  at  7  o'elofk  yestenhty  evening.  I  hastened  to  iiasunio  the  com- 
mand from  the.  fa<'t  tliat  1  learned  on  my  way  from  ICicliniond  tliat  the 
howitzer  battery  unrler  Lieutenant  Brown,  acting  utrder  the  orders  of 
Captain  Whittle,  (if  the  Virginia  navy,  had  resisted  the  approach  of 
the  steamer  Yankee  and  driven  her  back,  after  the  tiring  of  some  ten 
or  twelve  rounds  on  either  side.  1  iinmeitiately  ordered  out  the  volun- 
teer forces  of  the  county,  amounting  t«  some  2."iO  men,  to  reenforco  the 
battery  and  prevent  a  landing  of  the  enemy  in  lioats.  These  troops 
had  not  been  mustered  into  tlie  service  of  (he  State,  and  no  force 
beyond  a  small  guard  had  been  stationed  at  this  place.  Maijor  Page, 
mustering  officer,  will  muster  in  three  compauvft«  to-da.'^.    V  V"a.N«a\^."oi« 
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subsistence  for  400  men  for  thirty  days,  and  will  erect  huts  for  the 
tnnjps  this  evi-ning.  I  have  <o  tirge  tliat  y<ni  will  inder  to  this  jwiut 
some  eflfV'ctivo  soacoast  guns,  for  tlie  small  battery  of  Opuuiider  guns 
now  hero  will  provf  uf  small  couKeiiueni^o  in  resisting  an  attack  upuD 
this  place  by  a,  naval  force  i»f  much  importance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Taliaferro, 


Major-fJenenil  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commander  in  Chief. 

[Endorsementa.] 


Colonel,  Commanding. 


This  letter  came  tf>  me  unsealed.     I  presumed  that  I  might  read  it. 
I  kiiowiiot  |by|  what  authority  Colonel  Taliaferro  says  that  the  tiring  at 
Gloucester  Point  was  authorized  by  nu-.     This  is  an  entire  mistake. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Wuit'J'le, 

Captiiin,  Virginia  Xavy. 
Major- ( > eneial  Lee, 

Commiiiiilrr  in  Chief,  cfv.,  liichnioiid,   Va. 


Six  0-inch  guns  are  now  on  York  River,  and  three  32-pounder8  will 
be  sent  iu  a  day  or  two.  The  liiiug  by  the  howitzer  battery  was  not 
directed  by  Captain  Whittle. 

S.  Barron, 
Captain,  Virginia  Navy. 

The  firing  was  not  directed  by  (3aptain  Whittle.  The  major-general 
has  exi)ressed,  tliroiigh  me,  his  disapproval  of  the  firing  at  sueh  a  dis- 
tance. 

S.  Baebon. 


Six  9-inch  guns  now  at  tlie  river.     There  will  be  three  32-ponnderfl 
for  West  I'oint  [York  Kiverj  to-day  or  to-morrow. 


Order  ofcommandanl  no ry  yitrd,  Pli iladelphta.  to  Maxter  Kaut-z,  U.  8.  Nary, 
to  proceed  on  a  rtroiimiifDiance  in  the  Ihlaware  River. 

Navy  Yard,  Puiladelphia,  May  8,  isai. 
Sir:  Yon  will  jirocecd  witli  the  steam  tug  Hero  and  run  down  the 
river  as  far  as  the  mouth  <»f  the  caiui!  on  a  cruise  of  observation  and 
surveillance,  the  general  scope  of  which  you  will  gather  from  the  report 
of  Lieutenant  Hopkins,  who  returned  from  a  similar  service  a  few  days 
since. 
Y'ouean  return  at  your  discretion  after  receiving  tlu^  varions  permits. 
Very  respcctfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant. 
Master  Albert  Kavtz,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Floy-Officer  Pt'iulirgrutit,   U,  S,  Xaey,  vommandintj  Homo 

ktiquadron,    to  commaniUmt    navy  yard,   Xetc    York,    regardinij  prize 
sehooncr  George  M.  8nith. 
U.  S.  Pi.Arjsnrp  CnrBEUi-AND, 
Off  Fori n-ax  Monroe,  Trt.,  May  S,  186J. 
Sir:  I  bepr  tu  infonu  you  that  by  direction  oC  the  honorable  the  Sec- 
l     retary  ol'  the  Navy  I  send  the  prize  schooner  George  M.  tSmith,  of  New 
t     York,  bound  to  Wibuiugton,  N,  C,  seized  in  Iliiniptou  Eoads  with  con- 
\     traband  of  war,  to  Niiw  York,  and  have  tlirec^led  the  master's  mate  in 
(■barge  to  take  lu'^r  to  the  navy  yard  and  dcbver  her  to  you,  subject  to 
the  ordiTS  of  the  V.  S,  marslial  of  the  district. 

The  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  desires  a  full  inventory  of 
everything  on  board  to  be  taken,  including  those  landed  for  FortreJis 
Monroe.  An  inventory  of  that  talcen  for  the  fort  is  enclosed  with  the 
papers  relating  to  ber,  but  owing  to  l>ad  weather  and  ])ress  of  business 
I  have  not  been  able  to  have  tlio  inventory  taken  of  what  remains  on 
board,  and  will  be  obliged  tr)  you  if  you  will  have  it  done  on  her  arrival 
in  New  Vork.  I  will  seat  her  hatches  before  she  leaves  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J,  Pkndebruast, 
Flag-Ojffivcr,  Commanding  Home  Sqttndron. 
FlagOflieer  S.  L.  Bree-se, 

i'ommiindtint  U.  »S'.  \tiry  Yard,  New  York. 

P.  8. —  I  have  ordered  the  master's  mate  to  be  governed  by  your 
directions  in  returning  t<>  the  ship  by  the  first  public  vessel  or  oppor- 
tunity with  the  prize  crew. 

(1.  J.  Penrergrast. 


Letter  from  the  Sei-retnry  of  the  Nary  to  Flag-Offirer  l'endcrgrn»t,  U.  8. 
jVflry,  commdnding  Home  Squadron,  regarding  Baltimore  steamers  and 
}         batteries  on  York  Eirer. 

I     Confidential,]  Navy  Department,  May  fi,  IfiGl, 

I        StR:  Your  three  dispatches  of  the  Gth  were  received  this  day. 
I        Paymaster  Doran  was  ordered  to  the  Cnmhvrland  on  the  "i'Mi  ultimo, 
and  it  was  expected  had  reported  ere  this.    Duplicate  copies  have  been 
sent  to  him  here  aiul  in  Indiana  this  day. 

Instructions  were  sent  you  in  relation  to  t!ie  Baltimore  ste^vmers  by 
the  Po  If /in  Jfl  II.    A  duplicate  is  forwarded  herewith. 

In  an  interview  with  tleneral  Scott  be  does  not  advise  the  sending  of 
two  steamers  to  prevent  the  erection  of  batteries  on  York  River. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 
k  Gideon  Welles, 

I  Secretary  Xavy. 

I        Commodore  G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
t  Commanding  U,  S.  Ship  Cumberland, 

r 

f     boai 


rder  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  the  commandant  of  midshipmen 
regarding  digposition  of  midnhipmen. 

Navy  Department,  May  8,  jsot. 
Sir:  You  will  order  the  thir4l  class  of  switiug  midsU\\\v\\v\\  wwss  «». 
board  the  Constitution  to  report  to  the  comtt\auiV\u%  o'Kwie,\».«t^«i"v>-"»4"^ 
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yards  at-  Boston,  New  York,  and  Pliila(lcli)!iia,  in  tlio  following  propor- 
tion for  snoh  duty  as  they  mav  assign:  New  York,  2(i;  Bost^ui,  12; 
riiiladt'lpliiii,  10. 

I  am,  iesi>ectfnl]y,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wkllks. 
Lieutenant  V.  U.  P.  KonoEHS,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Newport,  R.  I. 


Orih'r  of  the  fien-eliiry  of  the  Nary  to  Fliifi-O-ffirer  PenHertfrn^t ,  U.  S.  Ntiry, 
iommandiinj  Home  Squiulroii,  rcyartiimj  clutrler  of  xteam  tufj  Yankee. 

Navy  Department,  May  9, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  (il  in  relation  to  the  steam  tug  Yankee, 
The  Depiirtaient  can  not  authorize  you  to  cliarter  the  Yankee  at  the 
rate  of  gi.'JoO  per  day,  but  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so  at  the  rate  of  $150 
per  (lay  ko  hnig  as  s]ie  may  be  of  service  or  until  otherwise  ordered. 
Your  dispatches  inunbered  fill,  Gl>,  and  CC  have  also  been  received. 
I  am,  resitectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-t)ffio.er  G.  J.  Pendeborast, 

Command hiij  Home  Squadron,  Hampton  Noadu, 


Letter  from  FUuj- Officer  Pender<frajtt,  T.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Home 
Si/iiadron,  to  ("otonel  IHmick,  U,  S.  Army,  conimandhu/  Fort  Monroe, 
regarding  Baltimore  titeamert, 

U.  S.  Flagship  CrMHERLAND, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Vn.,  May  !>,  ISdl. 
SiE:    I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  instructions  from 
Wushington  in  rehitiou  to  the  Haltiuiore  boats.    They  will  be  allowed 
to  land  mail  and  passengers  at  Old  I'oint  and  jiroceed  to  Norfolk  by  a 
steamer  provided  for  that  purpose. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
FlagOfficer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Colonel  TJiMiOK, 

Commanding  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 


I 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Rodgers,  U,  S,  Nary,  cofnmandant  of  midshipmen, 
regarding  detaiU  for  navy  yardii,  lioHton,  New  York,  Philadelphia. 

TT.  S.  Naval  Academy, 

Neicport,  May  9,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  29th  April,  I  have  ma<le  the  fol- 
lowing detail  of  hist  atul  second  classes  and  have  tliis  day  issued 
orders  to  them  to  report  in  coulbrmity  thereto  without  delay: 

To  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  L.  llrroae,  al  .V»i(i  Tork. 

Firat  class. — Llovd  Phoenix,  Frederick  limlgers,  F.  O.  Davenport, 
J.  VV.  Philip. 

Second,  class. — R.  K.  Dner,  R.  U.  Lamson,  R.  P.  TTuntington,  J.  D. 
(jpahani,  A.N.Mitchell,  (3.  W.  Zinimernian,  J.  K.  Carrothers,  Louis 
Kewpff,8.  W.  NicholH,  J.  P.  Robertson,  .1.  Vl.llovjWvd,  K.O.  V.  Blako»« 
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To  rrport  to  f'nplain  V'ilUam  L,  Hviltop,  at  Itotlon. 

First  cl^llll). — Georpc  P.  Tlyjin,  Tetiimseli  Steeie. 
Seroiid  r/rt#«.— N.  W.  Thomas,  F.  .1.  Hig},'inson,  K.  K.  Smith,  G,  W. 
Sumner.  M.  Forrest. 

To  report  to  Cajitaxn  Samuel  F.  Du  Pout,  at  Philadelphia. 

First  vlaJiK. — John  Weidman,  W.  F.  Stewart. 

Srvond  clatix. — <i.  A,  Crall,  II.  H.  Tyson.  John  McFiirlaiul. 

Many  of  the  lieutenants  having  been  detached,  I  have  found  it 
necessiiry  to  detail  three  of  the  second  chvss  for  duty  in  tlie  executive 
department,  and  have  a.ssiirned  Acting  Midshipmen  Samuel  W,  Preston, 
O.  L.  Huntington,  and  K.  T.  lirower  foi'  that  <iuty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.    R.   P.   RODOEHS, 

Commandant  of  Midahipnien. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Washington,  D.  C. 


I 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  liodijers,  U,  S.  N^ary,  commandant  of 
midxhipnieH,  rei/ardinff  delailn  for  navy  yardu,  liogton.  New  lorjt, 
Philaddphia. 

V,  8,  Naval  Acapemv, 

yeirjiort,  R.  I.,  Miiy  10,  IHGl, 

SiK:  In  obedience  to  your  order*  of  the  J>tb  instant,  I  have  direjsted 
the  a<'ting  midsliipmen  of  the  third  class  to  report  to  tlie.  fomnianding 
otticers  of  ihe  uavy  yards  at  lioston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia  in 
tlie  following  proimrtiou  for  such  duty  as  they  may  assign  them: 

At  Ii„Kton.—E.  T.  Woodward,  J.  K.*Bartlett',  A.  C.  Alexander,  J.  Wal- 
lace, E.  C.  Ilazeltine,  E.  E.  Preble,  M.  L.  Johnson,  C.  F.  Blake,  H.  L. 
Johnson,  W.  Abbot,  A.  S.  Barker. 

At  Philixdrlphia.—rj.  W.  Wood,  C.  W. Tracy,  F.  Pearson,  P.  W.  Lowry, 
C.  S.  Cotton,  H.  It.  Kumsey,  F.  J.  Naile,  II.  T.  French. 

At  \ric  York. — A.  II.  McCormick,  W.  R.  Bridgnian,  M.  W.  Sanders, 

C.  n.  Humphrey,  L.  P.  Adams,  8.  W.  Teiry,  J.  Anderson,  J.  J,  Read, 
E.  N.  Kellogg,  J.  II.  Reed,  H.  T.  Grafton,  R.  8.  Chew,  O.  A.  Batcheller, 

D.  D.  Weniple,  B.  F.  Haskin,  J.  B.  Bradley,  8.  H.  Huut,  G.  K.  Haswell, 

E.  M.  Shepard,  B.  11.  Porter,  M.  Miller,  G.  M.  Brown. 
These  compose  the  whole  third  class. 

I  am,  very  rospcctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  Rodoers, 
Commandant  of  AlidahijMneti, 
Hon.  OiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Lieutenant  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commandant  of  midKhipmcn. 

Navy  Department,  May  10, 1861. 
Hire  quarters  temporarily  not  to  exceed  $40  per  day. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  B.  P.  Rodoers, 

U.  S.  Frigate  Constitution,  Newport,  R.  I. 
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Iteport  of  F lag-Officer  Pcnderf/raiit,    U.  8.  Nary,   commanding  Home 
Kquadro7i,  of  the  capture  of  the  Baltimore  stcnmvr  William  SeUJen. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Cumberland, 

Off  Fortrcim  Monroe,  Va.,  May  10,  1S61. 
Bin :  T  liavo  the  honor  to  iiiforni  i\u'  Depaittnent  that  the  first  trip  of 
tlu*  ISalttmorc  Ixiat  WillUnii  tSrltlen,  comiectiiig  at  this  pliice  with  the 
n>^'uiar  hoats  for  Norfiilk,  has  resulteil  in  her  eapturp,  aiul  her  oflicers 
and  crew  were  wat  t<i  Old  Point  tliLs  inoniiiig.  I  would  respectfully 
advise  tiiat  tfiey  !*•*  diacoiitirnied  for  tlm  pri'sent,  or  until  some  satisfac- 
tory arruujjeuieut  is  made  with  the  authorities  at  Xorfolk. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(}.  J.  Pkndekgrast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  llome  Squadron. 

Hon.  (fiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlta  Ifavy,  Wanhington,  D,  0, 


ori  of  Flag  Officer   Pendergraxt,    U,   S.  Xary,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  limited  cmiI  supply. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Cumhebland, 

Off  Forlrcxs  Monroe,  Va.,  May  10,  ISfil. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  I  hi)artinent  that  there  is  at  pres- 
ent very  little  coal  lure,  and  if  steamers  are  to  be  employed  it  will  be 
necessary  to  have  a  large  (|uantity.  I  would  resi>ectfully  suggest 
that  the  re<"civiug  ship  Alleghauit  be  filled  with  coal  and  towed  here 
and  anchored  with  g(K>d  substantial  moorings  so  as  to  resist  all  weather. 
1  wonhl  also  stale  that  the  wharves  here  are  very  small  and  inconve- 
nient, and  if  it  were  necessary  t4t  laud  supplies  and  nuinitions  of  war  in 
haste  it  would  be  attiMided  with  a  great  de^il  of  trouble  and  time.  Only 
one  of  the  wharves,  aiul  that  an  exposed  one,  has  depth  of  water  enough 
to  admit  of  a  vessel  roniiug  alongside;  neither  has  it  a  crane  or  any  other 
convenieiu-es  for  hoisting  out  a  barrel  of  Hour. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  res|)ectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

(t.  .1.*Peni>erobast, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  GinEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Watihington,  D.  0. 


Report  of  FlagOffccr    Pendergrast,    U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  regarding  pri:r  schooner  George  M.  Smith. 

U.  S.  Flagship  CT^nERi.ANT), 

t)ff'  Fortrexfi  .Monrite,  Va.,  May  10, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  yesterday  sent 
the  prize  schiwner  (iforge  .V.  Stnith  to  New  York  in  charge  of  a  master's 
mate  antJ  two  men  as  prize  crew.  Owing  to  biul  wejither  and  the  diffi- 
culties at  the  wharf  I  have  not  Ihh'u  able  to  lu»vo  an  inventory  taken 
of  tltose  things  remaining  on  board,  as  directed  by  the  Department, 
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but  have  recjuested  Flag-OBicer  Hreese  to  have  it  done  ou  her  airival  at 
the  navj'  yard.     All  papers  rehiting  to  her  have  been  sent  to  the  U.  8. 
niarsliiit  of  the  district. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  aervaiit, 

G.  J.  Pknokkguast, 
Flag-Offii'VT,  Vommandiiifj  Rome  ISquadron, 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officcr  Pendergrast,  U.  S. 
Nary,  comnninding  Home  Squadron,  in  relation  to  the  wrecked  Norwe- 
gian bark  Albion, 

Naty  Department,  May  11, 1861. 
SiE:  You  will  permit  Captain  F.  W.  Willson  to  go  to  Norfolk  and 
bring  out  a  steam  tug  (with  steam  pump  aboard)  with  the  wrecking 
sciiooners  and  materials,  for  thv.  purpose  of  saving  the  Norwegian  bark 
Athion,  wrecked  23  miles  below  Cape  Uenry,  and  bringing  the  cargo  to 
Baltimore. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  G.  J.  Pendergeast, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Shop  Cumberland. 


Leiti'r  from  Fliig-Offirer  Pendergrast,  TJ.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Home 
Squadron,  to  Brigadier- General  Qwynn,  C,  S.  Army,  commanding 
Forces,  Norfolk,  Va. 

U.  8.  Flagship  CtrsfBERLAND, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  11, 1861. 
Sir:  Yonr  commnnicatioii*  of  this  date  has  been  received.     I  will 
be  glad  to  receive  the  men  on  board. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.   I*ENDERORAST, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  Walter  Gwvnn, 

Commanding  Forces,  Norfolk  Harbor. 


t    Letter  from  Fla//- Officer  Pender grast,  U.  S.  Naty,  eommanding  Home 
Sqtuidron,    to    Brigadier- General  Gwynn,   C.  S.   Army,   commanding 
Forces,  Norfolk,  Va.,  regarditig  fugitive  slaves. 
! 
ha 
bo 


U.  8.  FLAGSHU*  CrMBBRLAND, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  11, 1861. 
SiB:  Yonr  communication*  of  this  date  in  relation  to  fugitive  slaves 
has  been  received.     I  beg  to  8tat«  in  reply  that  the  .said  slaves  are  on 
board  the  U.  8.  8.  Quaker  City  and  will  be  delivered  to  their  owners. 

•  Not  towni. 
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My  orders  to  comraauders  are  not  to  ha\'o  auytliing  to  do  with  fugi- 
tive slaves.  Tbe  slaves,  six  iu  uumber,  will  bo  delivered  to  the  bearers 
of  tbe  flag  of  truce. 

Very  respectfully, 

G,  J.  Pendeegkast, 
Flag-Offiver,  OommaHding  Home  Squadron, 

Briga<liev  General  Gwynn, 

Commattdinij  Forces  at  Norfolk  Harbor. 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Philudelpliia,  to  Commander  Glhnoti, 
U.  S,  Navy,  to  return  the  Ice  Boat  to  that  Yard. 

Navy  Yaed,  Philadelphia,  May  ll,  1601. 
You  will  return  to  this  yard  witli  the  Jce  Boat  under  your  L-ominiiud. 
I  ani,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Di'  Pont, 

Commandant, 
Comiiiauder  t).  S.  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navjs 

On  duty  iu  the  Sunipiekanna  and  Chesapeake. 


Order  of  Fla{i-Offiorr  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandirif/  Home  Hquad- 
ron,  to  Captain  Eatih;  U.  S.  Nary,  eommandintj  U.  S.  &.  Montioello,  to 
jtrocecd  to  duty  at  the  )Huttth  of  York  Rieer,  Virginia. 

U.  8.  Flagship  <''UMnEHLANO, 

Of  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  Mtii/  /:',  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  iu  tbe  steamer  Star  \Monticell<>\  when  reatly 
oft"  tbe  mouth  of  York  River  and  there  anchor  and  remain  until 
relieved  or  further  orders. 

You  will  recouuoiter  the  shore  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  the  inoutb  of 
tbe  rivei",  and  report  to  nie  iu  writing  if  you  discover  any  hostile 
demonstrations  on  the  coast. 

Yuu  will  be  governed  in  your  movements  by  general  instructions 
contained  in  general  order*  No.  10. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pekdergbast, 
FUuf-Officer,  Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
Captain  EAGLE, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Star  [3Iontiwllo]. 


Ord^r  of  FlagOffieer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Home  Sq^iad- 
ron,  to  Acting  Master  Mather,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S, 
Quaker  City,  to  make  a  reeonnoissance  from  the  Rip  Raps  to  Cajje 
Henry,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Oi'mbeklaio), 

Off  Fortreas  Monroe,  May  13,  1861. 
Siu:  Y'oa  will  proceed  in  the  Quaker  City  and  recouuoiter  the  shore 
from  the  Rip  Raps  to  Cape  Uenry. 
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On  yonr  arrival  at  Capo  Henry  you  will  relieve  the  Yankee  and 
deliver  the  enclosed  letter  to  Ca]>tiiin  Oeniuiin. 

Vim   will  1)6  {jovenied  in  yonr  niovenietits  by  general  instmctioDa 
contained  in  general  order*  No.  10. 

You  will  report  in  wiiting  the  ri'sult  of  your  reconnoissane«. 
Very  respeetfnlly, 

G.  J.  Pendkrorast, 
F I af/- Officer,  Commandimj  Hfmte  ^iwidron. 

Acting  Master  Matiier, 

Comnianding  (Quaker  City. 


Order  of  Flay- Officer  Pcnderfiraxi,  U,  S.  iVn?'y,  commandbuj  Home  Squad- 
ron, to  Actiiit/  Mtmtcr  Germaiti,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  >S.  S.  Yan- 
kee, to  make  a  revoiinoissancc  of  the  eastern  shore  of  Virffinia. 

U.  8.  Flagship  CraiBERLAND, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  l«.,  May  13,  IBlU. 
SiU:  As  soon  as  the  Quaker  City  relieves  you  you  will  luoeci-d  in  the 
Yiiuhr  and  reconnoiter  tlie  eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  particularly  in 
the  ucighborliood  of  ( ■lierrystone. 

After  liavint;  performed  that  duty  you  will  return  to  the  lia^8lii[(. 
You  will  report  in  writing  the  result  of  your  recounoissance. 

Yon  will  1)0  governed  in  your  movements  by  general  instrnctions 
contained  in  general  order*  No.  10, 
Very  reaiieetftilly, 

G.  J.  Penbebgrast, 
FlagOjHcer,  Commandittij  Home  ,Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Germain, 

V.  8.  iS.  Yankee. 


Order  of  comniiindinil  nary  yard,  Philadelphia/,  to  Lieutenant  Parker, 
U.  <S.  Nary,  to  assume  command  of  the  Philadelphia  Ice  Boat. 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  May  13,  Jsm. 
You  will  proceed  to  Ainia]H>lis,  Md..  and  assume  the  command  of  the 
lee  Itoat  belongiiij;  tn  the  city  of  Pliiladelpliia. 

AYlieu  yon  join  her  you  will  detach  Lieutenant  Ilughes  and  send  him 
back  to  this  yard. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  T)TJ  Pont, 

Commandant, 
Lieutenant  F.  [A.]  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Philadelphia, 


8d0 
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//rtMr  nf  llw  SMirelnry  of  tlm  Saty  to  FUtg-ttfficer  Pendergragt,  U.  8. 
Ntny,  foinmondiii{/  Jiome  Hqwulron,  regarding  reported  breach  of 
hloi'h-iiilr. 

Navy  Depautment,  M<^  13, 1861, 
Hill:  'I'liK    l>c|iiirt.iiiiMit.   liaN   inr<trniatJoii   tliat  one  or   more   armed 
Kl4>)iMH>rn  urn  niiiiiiiii;  Ikhii  U!i[)|)iiliaiiiiork  t<*  Kerl^o's  Straits,  nud  per- 
Itiiiin  In  Mi'iil'iii'il,  ill  hclnwiMr,  I'liiryiiijj  iirui.s,  etc. 
i'lin  matter  in  eiimiiMiiidcd  lit  your  early  atteutioii. 
Vory  nmpeoU'iilly, 

GWKON  Wblles. 

('U|ltalll    <l,   .1.    I'KNDl'.UtiKAST, 

U.  ti.  aiiij)  ('Htnhcrland, 


f»rr?rf  of  Fliif/ Ofllcr  Pi'itdrrgrnnt,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Rome 
Siiiiiiilniii,  to  Artiiiij  Mimtir  thrmain,  r.  S.  Nan/jComiiiandinij  I  ,  S.  H. 
I  ankrt',  to  ;»riww<<  to  duty  at  tlu)  mouth  of  the  James  River. 

U.  a.  Kl.AOSUlI*  OUMnEBLAND, 

t)jr  Forlnux  Monroe,  Vn.,  May  13,  1861. 
8ni:  Yoii  will  pnwowl  in  the  ste^im  tnj:   Yankee  to  the  moath  of 
Jiuuei*  IJiver  and  ivliovo  Ca|>t4iin  Kauiiee,  of  the  Harriet  lAine. 

You  \\ill  (liivot  I'ajituiii  Fauiieo  to  reiwrt  in  i>er8on  to  Flag-OflScer 
8trint;hani,  of  the  WtHNCMto. 
\'pry  rt«i>t>»"tl\illjr, 

(G.  J.  Pkn-dkrchast], 
Flag-ttfietr^  OommaHding  Home  iiquadrom, 

AetiiiK  MH!<t«>r  GKKMAlN, 

NKWM  Tug  y«$tkr«. 


r,  ••  rimf- 


BrKKAr  OF  CossTViiTioai, 

.Vary  Ittpmrtmemt^  Mm§  IX,  ISO. 

{9««;  lS(:r  4iN«iMi  of  Un>  DcfputatMil,  3.«M  Amh  tt  tatl  far  the « 
«r  tVi»  v<iiiwhi  «C  IW  N«T7  li«T«  ln«a  rtqpfti  to  Uw  vimmmim 

Itk  »  MtarJiMMI  w<at>rril  fkwM  lite  W  nfiMMHto  tkat  it  oa  ■■<  I 
•MM  «!««  h»  «ar«MlM*  «•  hOs  cT  hdii 

U  »Mf  mm.  %»  W  «f  tt»  im  lafM^MM*  to  Imi^v  •  oawtF  ^  «*■! 
MV«iHlk<»Wt«<N«  HwMi  C«9- W«ct  tiMR  «M be  M«chcr4ipi 

|tl««ft  wrt  M9f«M  iW  oMfel  wmM  1^5^  «•  the  vh«C  Wt  iiltfcff  1 
L  wMI  vife  the  <Mee  vwhv  tW  mms^  the  fsv 
Y«i  Wl  HHM.«r  the  |<««<M.Mhe  the  W 
htt  ft«<Mk  mAus  IfertI 
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If,  in  additinti  tt>  these  vessels,  a  small  pier  or  pile  wharf  can,  in 
your  oi)iiiion,  bo  iniule  sufficieut  to  wheel  the  vunl  from  the  vessels 
ordiiiiu-ily  employed  in  thiit  tnwle  and  such  as  are  now  carrying  the 
coal,  and  you  can  now  give  me  a  statement  of  the  quantity  nf  materials 
necessary,  they  can  readily  be  sent,  together  with  tlie  number  of  bar- 
rows and  shovels  which  may  be  wanted  for  a  prompt  nnhtading  and 
loading. 

If  you  can,  give  me  an  apjiroximate  statement  of  the  cost  and  time 
such  a  landing  would  rei|uire.  if  you  .should  think  it  should  be  made. 
You  will  please  furnish  the  information  as  early  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Lenthaxl, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Flag  Officer  G.  J.  Pendekgbast, 

Commanding  Home  S<iuadron. 


IfMtructionB  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandants  of  nary 
yards,  regarding  acting  appointments  and  officering  of  chartered  vessels. 

Navy  Dei'artment,  May  13, 1861. 

Sir:  The  following  instructions  are  issufd  for  your  guidance: 

You  will  adiuinister  the  oath  anew  to  all  tlw  ollicers  and  heads  of 
the  departments  individually,  and  to  all  the  employes  of  the  Govern- 
ment collectively,  as  convenient. 

Chartered  vessels  having  guns  are  to  be  eonnnanded  by  officers  of  the 
Navy.  The  tirat  lieutenant  will  als()  be  an  olHccr  of  the  Navy  if  jios- 
sible,  or  one  who  has  served  as  such.  The  exigencies  of  the  service 
may  reijuire  that  other  apjwiutHieutB  shall  be  taken  from  civil  life. 

Acting  masters,  for  watch  oHieers,  assistant  surgeons,  and  first,  sec- 
ond, and  third  assistant  engineers,  will  be  allowed  as  re(|uired.  with 
corresponding  pay  to  those  ranks  in  the  Navy;  also  uia-ster's  mates  at 
$40  per  month  and  one  raticm  a  day.  Coast  pilots  may  be  employed 
wheti  necessary  at  from  f.jtl  to  $(iO  per  month  and  a  ration. 

The  officer  of  the  Navy  in  command  of  such  ve.ssel  may  appoint  a 
suitable  person  to  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  and  suiting  paymaster, 
who  shnil  enter  into  bonds  f<n'  $5,000,  with  two  sureties  api)roved  by 
the  D.  S.  district  attorney.  The  eompeu.sation  of  said  clerk  and  acting 
paymaster  .shall  be  $l,2tt0  per  annum  and  one  ration. 

All  these  acting  apiwintnients,  escepting  those  who  have  held  com- 
missions iu  the  Navy,  are  to  be  subjected  to  such  examination  as  the 
comuniudant  of  the  station  can  conveniently  arrange,  so  that  persons 
not  fully  competent  in  every  respet-t  may  be  at  once  rejected. 

Persons  serving  on  board  of  the  vessels  when  chartered  will  be 
appointed  to  the  above  mentioned  places,  if  qualified,  upon  l>eing  nomi- 
nated Ut  the  Department. 

All  comuumications  should  be  ad(lresse<I  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy, 

I  am,  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Contmandantsof  navy  yards  at  Boston,  ^ew  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
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tUpvrt  of  Huperintendcnl  Xaral  Actidemy  of  the  locxilion  of  that  institn- 
lion  at  \eirport  and  making  recommendationa, 

Naval  Academt, 
Neicport,  R.  J.,  May  13,  1861. 

?IE:  I  luive  tlip  honor  to  reiwrt  that,  in  obedience  to  the  onlfr  of 
t\n'.  I)«!piiit.nunit  of  the  'Jlth  ultimo,  the  Niival  Academy  is  trausleried 
t^)  Fort  AdaniH  and  that  the  duties  of  the  iustitutiou  are  this  day 
r(««-oniiii(Mice4l. 

The  iilnary  and  all  the  inHtrunients  whieh  couhl  be  safely  trans- 
|Mii'U-d  have  been  br()U<;ht  here,  and  1  have  made  a  special  report  to 
the  lUirean  of  Oidnaiic'*^  anri  Hydro(;raphy  in  regard  to  such  as  remaiu 
at  AnnapoliH.  J  bej;  tomibniit,  the  following  recommendations  of  the 
aeiideniic  boaril  iiikI  lespectfully  ask  the  approval  of  the  Department 
of  the  Hatite: 

1.  It  Im  recomnieiided  that  the  armual  examination  bo  deferred  until 
tlie  lifitli  <(f  .June,  nnd  that  authoiity  be  jjiven  to  conduct  it  bj'  the  aca- 
di'tiiiii  bointl  wit.huitt.  the  pieHcnueof  the  iisuiil  Board  of  Visitors,  unless 
it  kIxiiiIiI  he  I'unnd  exjiedieiit  to  older  one. 

-,  That  tirini  lliec.lo-e  nf  thot'xaniination  until  the  20tb  of  September 
iie\t,  wIk'm  the  new  aiipointees  will  reiinit,  the  exeitiises  of  the  aetin^Ef 
niKlshtpnieit  in  ^^eanianship,  gunnery,  and  the  other  practical  brauebea 
of  IIhi  ])i<)fc'M.sitni  be  uiireniittinf^ly  pursued  on  board  the  Vonstitiiiion, 
and  (Itjit  the  ntuily  of  1'' reach  bo  also  pursued  by  Iheni  durintf  thai  time. 
I  also  pi'opo.se  tliiit  the  Kliip  should  be  occasioually  got  underway. 

The  Ibrl.  will  Im  iuuuediately  put  under  careful  police  and  every  pos- 
tiible  attention  paid  to  its  jtreservation  and  that  of  tlie  jmblic  property 
eiuilained  in  it,  and  I  would  Kuj(},'est  that  as  long  as  it  is  occupied  by 
th(^  .Vcademy  it  nuiy  be  considered  in  some  degree  f;arrisoue<t.  The 
Coiistitiiticn  is  moored  near  the  tort  and  in  a  convenient  position  for 
tarffet  practice,  Tlie  iU'tiiig  ini(lshi|inieii  will  remain  on  board  ol  her 
for  the  i>resent,  where  they  will  bo  constantly  exercised  during  the 
hours  (irescrilaMl  by  the  regulations  of  the  iJepartnient. 

With  the  oxception  of  the  commandant  of  mtdshi]>meii  and  the  com- 
manding ollicer  of  the  CimiititHtioii,  liiciUenants  Simpson.  Biickner, 
SeotI,  and  Lull  are  the  only  lieutenants  which  remain  attached  to  the 
Academy.  Their  services  are  so  \ery  important  in  reorganizing  the 
Academy  and  training  the  acting  midshipmen  tluit  I  beg  to  express 
the  hope  that  they  may  be  sutlered  to  renuiiu. 

1  also  resiM>ctfully  ask  that  the  Department  will  approve  my  reUdn- 
Ing  fin-  the  juesent  thive  members  of  the  tlrst  class  named  by  the  com- 
mandant of  midshipmen  in  his  letter  of  the  [Othj  inst^int.  Theirservices 
arf  very  important  to  the  .\cademy  at  this  time. 

I  have  the  lioLor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servaut. 

G.  S.  Blake, 

SvptnHtcndeHt. 

lion.  OlUKON    WKLLK.S 

Scctttitry  uf  the  .V<ir|f,  WaxhtHgtoHf  D.  C 


Btpori  ^  Sf^minteudcnt  Xaral  Acn-iemy,  re<tardiiig  certain  Msiff»me»U 

to  duty. 

Naval  Acadrmy, 
Xetcport,  R.  I.,  May  13,  luei. 
SiS:  I  hvn  leave  to  state  that  at  the  <>arnest  rvquest  of  Brigadier- 
Butler  I  no  far  de{»art4.Hl  from  t\xe  otdei  ot  \\\«  l>«^axuneiit  of 
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the  27tli  ultimo  to  transfer  tlio  persoiiuel  of  the  Academy  to  this  pluce 
us  to  oilier  Lieutenant  Fhisser  to  report  to  tbat  otticer  for  duty  :it 
Annapolis  iu  couuectiaii  with  the  transport  service,  and  also  that 
Assistant  I'rofes.sor  Uopkins,  who  is  aciivil  eugiueer  by  prol'ession,  was 
directed  to  report  to  biin  (or  duty  iu  connection  with  au  extension  of 
the  Annaiiolis  railroad,  which  was  very  uecessary  for  the  accommoUa- 
ti<»n  <(f  the  troops. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respet^tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  Ulake, 

Superintendent. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Wftghinyton,  I).  0. 


I 


Report  of  Flag()ffi<er  PemUrgrunt,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Home 
St/iuidron,  giving  ligt  o/vensela  seized  by  him  from  April  2t  to  May  13, 
1801 

FLAIiSnH'    ("IIMBERLAND, 

Off  Fort rexn  Monroe,  Vo.,  May  11,  Itiiil. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  foUowiug  report  of  vessels  seized 
by  nie,  with  their  cargoes,  viz: 

April  ;Jt,  isci. — Schooner  George  M.  Smith,  of  Hrookliaveu,  Long 
Islaud,  Captain  Mills,  from  New  York,  bound  to  \Vilrnii)gt«»ii,  N.  (\; 
cargo  contraband  of  war;  sent  by  direction  of  tlio  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Ut  the  r.  S.  marshal  for  tho  western  district  of  New  York. 

April  i'l. — Steam  tug  Young  Americd,  of  Norfolk,  Va. ;  seized  lor 
attempting  to  cai)tuie  the  scliooner  (irorgv  M.  Smith. 

April  X^N. — Schooner  Vumltridge,  of  lialtitnore.  Captain  Buckler,  bound 
to  Norfolk,  with  108  tons  (jf  coal;  now  half  nnjuacied. 

Mhij  I. — Schooner  Sarah  and  Mary,  of  Tlymouth,  N,  C.,  Captain  Hal- 
lautc,  b(juiHl  to  Norfolk  from  Alexandria,  Va.,  with  75  tons  of  coal;  8 
tuns  taken  out. 

May  :.'. — Schooner  Carrie,  of  Haltitnore,  Cai)tain  North,  from  Kich- 
mond,  \'a.,  bound  to  l''re(lericksburg,  Va.,  with  147  tons  ut'  coal. 

May  I. — Schoijtier  Theremi  ('.,  of  lMiihulet|ilii;i,  Ciiptiiin  Smith,  from 
Ktchmoud,  Vii.,  buund  to  New  York,  with  11 4  bales  of  cotton;  unloaded 
at  the  f<)rt  and  allt)wed  to  go  to  sea. 

May  J. — Scliduner  Anna  J.  liusseli.  h)aded  with  cotton;  landed  at  tlio 
fort  and  allowed  to  go  to  sea. 

.May  t. — Scliooner  Elite,  of  Haltimore,  Captain  Wooford,  fruin  I'otera- 
burg,  \'a.,  biKind  to  Nitrfolk,  .'i,'.K)o  bushels  of  coal. 

.May  1. — Scliooner  Mary  and  Virginia,  of  Baltimore,  Captain  Frank, 
from  Alexandria,  bound  to  Petersburg,  117  tons  of  coal. 

May  J. — Schooner  Laura,  of  New  Jeisey,  Captain  Meeks,  from  .lames 
River,  bound  to  New  Y'ork,  72  cords  of  wood ;  uuloaded  and  allowetl  to 
go  to  sea. 

.M<iy  11. — Schooner  Dorothy  Haines,  of  Baltimore,  from  Baltimore, 
bouuii  to  Norfolk;  cargo  hay;  now  unloading  at  the  fort. 

The  following  vessels  were  ordered  to  rejxirt  to  the  commanding  naval 
oliicer  at  Fortress  Monroe  by  the  Government: 

May  10. — Brig  West,  of  New  York,  Cajjtaiu  Rogers,  from  New  York, 
bound  to  Fortress  3Iouroe,  with  400  tons  of  coal;  \)'2  tons  have  been 
taken  out. 

May  UK — Schooner  William  Saulshnry,  of  Milton,  Del.,  Caytaiu  llwA- 
80U,  from  Philiulelphia,  bound  to  Fortre&a  ^L«jv\T«y£,'iVsV\»VkA«!s.  «i.v>v:Jv- 
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May  10. — Schooner  Vanper  Hiff,  of  Philadelphia,  Captain  Shoe,  from 
Philadelphia,  bound  to  Fortress  Monroe,  192  tons  of  coal. 

May  13. — Schooner  Annie  Dean,  of  Now  York,  Captain  Isaac  Newton, 
from  New  York,  bound  to  Fortrc^ss  Monroe;  cargo  wood  and  straw. 
Yery  resijectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pun  l>KKti EAST, 

Flag-Officer,  Commandint/  ilomv  Squadron. 

Fla{,'Ofticer  Silas  H.  Stbingham, 

Commandhuj  U.  S.  Blockading  Hquudrun,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard  Philadelphia,  transmitting  reports  of 
Commander  Slnrdman  and  Litntenantx  Wntmottgh  and  Crosby,  U.S. 
Xary,  regarding  duties  performed  in  the  upper  waters  o/tlie  Chesapeake 
Bay. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Philadelphia,  Sejiteuibn- 33,  lf<61. 
Sir:  In   the  pressure  of  business  in   this  ofllee  in  May  last,  the 
enclosed  reports  were  overlaid  on  my  desk. 

\\\\t  in  Justice  ti>  Coininiiiider  Steedman,  Lieutenant  Crosby,  and 
Actinjr  lieutenant  Watiuou^li.  who  were  so  actixe  iu  the  Suscjuehanna 
and  tlie  headwaters  of  the  Che8a])eake,  tbat  I  have  to  reque-st  that 
they  may  go  into  the  archives  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftillv,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Captain. 
Uon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

•Secretary  of  th«  Nary,  Washington,  D.  0. 

[EncloauTB.] 

Philadelphia,  May  U,  1861. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat  in  obedience  to  your  orders^  of 
the  li2d  of  April  I  jirijceeded  to  Perryville  with  the  detachment  of  offi- 
cers and  men  and  the  guns  jdaced  under  my  command,  for  the  purpose 
of  ariiiinj;  the  steamer  Maryland  and  with  her  keep  open  the  coujmu- 
ni('ati()n  between  that  place  and  Annaixilis.  We  arrived  at  midnight, 
and  I  iiiimediijtely  put  myself  in  communication  with  Colonel  Dare,  the 
comnKUidiiig  oHicer.  From  him  I  learned  there  was  a  ruuior  that 
Annapolis  had  heen  seized  ujion  by  the  secessionists,  the  steamer  Mary- 
land aground  with  the  Massachusetts  regiment  on  boiu-d,  and  the 
steamer  Boston,  with  the  New  York  Seventh,  at  anchor  in  tlie  harbor 
and  unatde  to  elTect  a  landing.  Hearing  also  from  him  tliatthe  author 
of  tiiis  was  in  liis  boat  at  tlie  wharf  I  sent  for  and  questioned  him. 
He  corroborated  the  above  statement,  which  he  assured  me  he  had 
obtained  from  the  pilot  of  the  Constitution.  He  also  informed  me  tliat 
he  had  assisted  in  towing  that  vessel  into  the  outtir  Ivoads  of  Annapolis. 
I  immediately  telegraphetl  this  information  to  Mr.  Felton,  president  of 
the  railroad  company,  with  the  retjuest  that  General  Patterson  and 
yourself  sliould  be  informed. 

After  mueli  dilliculty  with  the  parties  in  eonimand  of  the  steamers 
(sent  there  by  tbe  jtresident  of  the  railroad  company  as  transports), 
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who  were  evidently  vui willing  to  risk  either  themselves  or  their  boats, 
I  succeded  in  prevailing  njioii  the  captain  of  the  steamer  Wgoniiii;/  to 
place  his  vessel  at  my  disposal.  We  worked  all  ni};;ht  in  getting  the 
guns  on  boiu-il,  and  liaving  obtained  from  Colonel  Dare  a.  eonipany  of 
the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Keginient,  1  started  at  7  a.  ni.  for  Annapolis. 
On  our  passage  we  were  emjihiyed  in  in<ninting  the  32-pounder,  a  work 
of  no  little  labor,  and  mueh  credit  is  dne  ti)  Lieutenant  t.'rosby  foi'  the 
accomplishment  id'  this  work  with  so  little  material  at  his  eoniiuand. 
We  arrived  in  siglitof  Annsipolis  Itoads  at  noon,  and  saw  the  Coimtitu- 
Hon  at  anchor.  I  stood  for  her  to  obtain  information  of  the  state  of 
atl'airs.  On  approaching  her  near  enough  to  be  heard  I  was  told  that 
Annaitolis  was  in  jxtssession  of  the  Uidted  States  troojis  and  (ieneral 
Butler  in  command,  with  his  regiment  and  the  New  York  Seventh.  I 
then  pr(K'ee<led  Ut  Annapolis  an<l  reported  to  him  and  t-aptain  Blake, 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Academy,  the  object  of  my  visit. 

I  learned  from  them  that  there  v.is  a  great  scarcity  of  provisioua, 
an<l  was  rerpiested  to  report  this  fact  as  early  as  possible  to  Major- 
Oeneral  Patterson.  Keniaining  oidy  long  enough  to  transfer  the  guns 
and  command  to  the  steamer  MtiryUiiul,  and  leaving  the  Wiiiimin;f,  at 
the  re([uest  of  (ieneral  Butler,  I  rettirned  at  once  to  Perry ville,  where 
I  arrived  at  midnight,  and  telegraphed  to  you  and  (ieneral  Patt(?rson, 
throngh  Mr.  l''elt<m.  the  state  of  alTairs.  On  the  ^4th  Lieutenant  Wat- 
mongii  and  Sailinaker  Ferguson  arrived  at  Perryville  with  two  32- 
pounders,  which  were  placed  in  battery  for  the  jtrotectioTi  of  that  jmst. 
Provisions  having  arrived  I  took  them  on  board  arid,  with  several 
bearers  of  disjnitches  for  the  Oovernnient,  left  for  Annaimlis,  leaving 
Passed  Midshipman  White  to  follow  in  the  Wynmittf/  (just  returned) 
with  provisions  and  stores.  I  found  U]M>n  my  arrival  at  Annapolis  on 
the  morning  of  the  l-'otli  instant  | ultimo)  that  several  transports  had 
arrived  during  my  absence  with  trooj)8  and  an  ample  su])ply  of  provi- 
sions. This  was  unexpected,  as  they  had  been  ordereil  to  proceed  to 
Washington  by  way  of  the  Potoma*',  but  had  changed  their  route  on 
hearing  that  obstructions  had  been  placed  in  the  river  toi)revent  their 
a.scent. 

From  (^aiJtaiu  Blake  I  procoi-ed  two  G-pounder  howitzers  and  neces- 
Siiry  ammunition  and  returned  to  Perryville,  when  the  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  (a  copy  of  which  1  herewith  send)  was 
lianded  me,  also  a  letter  from  ]^Iajni-ttenerai  Patterson  <ui  the  same 
subject.  1  therenpon  caused  to  be  titted  oat  and  armed  two  tugboats, 
jdacing  them  under  the  command  of  Lieutenants  (Irosby  and  Wat- 
niough,  and  ropiesting  of  you  fourteen  more  men,  which  were  imme<li- 
ately  sent.  The  services  of  those  two  boats  were  of  much  importance 
(the  reports  of  their  commanders  are  herewith  traTysmif  led)  ami  I  take 
this  occasion  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  zeal,  energy,  and  ability  which 
these  officers  and  Passed  Midshipman  White  disjdayed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  (heir  various  duties,  of  whiidi  I  resi)ectfutly  recjuest  the 
Department  be  informed. 

Fnmi  the  lioth  of  April  until  the  Ist  of  May  I  was  engaged  in  the 
transjiortation  of  troops,  munititjus  of  war,  and  provisions  from  Perry- 
ville to  Annapolis.  On  the  3d  of  May  Major  Devins's  Battalion  Massa- 
chusetts Ritles  were  eouveyed  in  the  Mnri/land  to  reeuforce  Fort 
McOenry.  On  the  8th  of  May  the  Maryland,  with  Sherman's  battery 
on  board,  and  accompanied  by  four  other  steamers  with  the  L^nited 
States  trooi)s  and  Coh>nel  Patterson's  regiment  of  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers, proceeded  to  Baltimore  ami  landed  them  at  Ijocust  Point. 
On  my  return  to  Perryville,  deeming  it  no  longer  necessary  to  continue 
ou  this  service,  as  there  was  not  the  slightest  probability  of  the  com- 
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iiinnication  l>ciiig  intormptfd  from  Perryville,  I  availed  myself  of  the 
iliscretionary  orders  you  had  f^ven  me  fo  withdraw  on  the  11th  instant. 
I  returned  to  the  city  and  had  the  men  and  gruns  (with  tlie  exception 
of  the  three  32-i>onnders,  which  were  for  the  present  left  at  Perryville) 
sent  tfl  the  navj'  yard.  It  gives  mc  pleasure  to  say  the  conduct  of  the 
men  was  most  satisfactory.  1  fonnd  Sailniaker  Ferpuson  very  atten- 
tive to  his  duties. 

I  must  bring  to  your  notice  the  cnclo.se<l  pa.ss<>s,*  issued  by  n  Mr. 
Trimble,  which  were  taken  by  Lieutenant  Crosby  from  the  master  of 
the  steamer  Ijionexs  when  he  captured  her. 

Itefore  concluding  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  fn"eat 
assistance  I  received  from  Colonel  Dare  and  Ids  conunand;  also  the 
untiring  zeal  of  oflicers  and  employes  of  the  railroad  company  and 
their  ellorts  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  Government. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Stekdmajj, 

Commander. 
Captain  S.  P.  Du  PoNT,  C,  8.  Navy, 

CommandaHt  U.  8.  Kary  Yard,  Philndelphia,  Pa. 

( 8  alw  ucloan  ren .  ] 

Philadelphia,  May  ll,  ifiei. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rejiort  of  my  ojicra- 
tions  while  in  charge  of  the  steam  propellers  </.  A'.  Thompnon  and 
ThouuiH  Sparhx,  cruising  between  the  ])oints  Auna]X)lis  and  Perr\'ville. 
On  the  27th  of  April,  took  command  of  the  J.  K.  Thompnon,  with  ten 
seamen  and  two  guns,  making  one  trip  to  Annai>olis  and  back  to  Perry- 
ville, carrying  mails  and  jjassengers.  On  l'8th,  trauslerred  command 
to  Spnrku,  making  <laily  trips  to  and  from  above  point  with  mails  and 
passengers  or  special  messengers  till  the  30th  of  April.  May  1,  trans- 
ferred command  to  the  propeller  Shrirtr  for  the  i)uri>ose  of  landing 
Major  MoiTifi  and  coniniand  (of  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery)  at  Fort 
McIIenry,  Baltimore.  On  the  2d  of  May,  returned  to  the  Sparks  and 
continued  trips  with  mails  and  i)a8sengers,  or  as  convoy  to  them  and 
treasure,  till  tlie  5Hi  instant.  On  afternoon  of  5th.  sailed  in  company 
with  the  tug  Hcuney,  Lieutenant  Crosbj',  on  an  exi)e<lition  in  search  of 
light-boats  removed  from  Smith's  and  Windmill  jioints  south  of  the 
Pot<)mac.  On  same  night  made  harbor  in  the  Patuxent,  in  consequence 
of  bad  weather.  At  3  a.  ra.  same  night,  Jicaney^H  boiler  exploded, 
disabling  her.  Lieutenant  Crosby  transferred  men  and  guns  to  the 
Nparl-^.  Lieutenant  Danels,  of  the  Navy,  with  a  detachment  of  sea- 
men from  the  AUei/hany  at  Annapolis,  and  Lieutenant  Moi-ton,  with  a 
detatrliment  of  .soldiers  from  the  Thirteenth  New  York  Kegiment  and 
one  lae]d(>iece  ((J  pounder),  had  also  joined  the  Sparlg  at  Anuaimlis. 
On  the  7th  May  at  3  a.  ui.,  started  for  the  Great  Wicomico.  Leaving 
Rianey  at  anchor,  succeeded  in  entering  the  iidet  over  the  flats  and 
seized  the  Windmill  I'ttint  boat  snugly  moored  a  few  miles  inland; 
towed  her  out  and  .same  evening  on  retnrii  north  picked  up  the  licancy, 
arriving  at  Annapolis  on  the  8th  May  at  5  a.  m.  The  same  evening 
towed  tiie  licaney  up  to  Perryville.  On  the  lOth  instant,  by  yom-  order, 
brought  men  and  armament  in  the  cars  to  Philadelphia  and  delivered 
tlie  men  to  the  receiving  ship  on  this  station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Ifavjf. 
voder  Chables  Steedmaj;,  U.  S.  Navy. 
*  Mot  found. 
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PniLADKLPHlA,  Afay  13,  1S61. 
Sir:  111  obedience  to  your  (irder  of  the  2Cth  ultimo,  I  took  coniiiiaiul 
of  tLe  steuiiier  ('tnnmerce,  with  a  detachment  of  twelve  men,  witli  two 
gnits,  cue  a  lli-pouudcr  bout  liowitzer,  and  one  a  (i  ixmiider  fleldpiece; 
went  over  to  Havre  de  Grace  and  seized  the  steamer  Lancaster,  from 
Baltimore;  put  her  in  charge  of  Sailiri;^  Master  George  B.  White,  who 
biDugbt  her  over  in  couipaiiy  with  thtJ  Comntercc  to  I'erryville.  On  the 
afternouu  of  the  .same  day  I  left  for  Annapolis  to  convoy  the  steamers 
Whitdin  and  Wyominij.  On  our  way  down  discovered  a  steani  tug  tow- 
ing a  sUi (t  do wu  the  Patapsco;  went  in  pursuit  of  the  steam  tug,  iu 
obedience  to  the  written  orders  that  I  had  received  from  you  to  seize 
all  tugs  south  of  Havre  de  (Jrace.  The  tug  cast  ol!"  her  tow  and  imme- 
diately ran  away  from  us.  I  fired  a  shot  across  her  bow,  but  she  con- 
tinued her  course.  1  then  lired  several  .shots  at  her,  but  being  much 
faster  than  the  i'ommenr.  .she  was  soon  out  of  the  range  of  oin-  gnns 
and  escajied.  We  then  lesumed  our  course  and  anchored  oil'  Annap- 
olis ill  company  with  the  convoy.  On  the  liTtli  ultimo  we  returned  to 
Terry  ville  with  the  mail  and  passengers;  boanled  a  Baltimore  bark. 
On  (uir  arrival  wo  transferred  the  guns  and  crew  to  the  Williaiii  B. 
Keaiiey.  On  the  28th  ultimo,  at  2.30  a.  m.,  convoyed  the  steamer  Cotn- 
vierve  to  Annapolis.  At  I  p.  m.  left  for  Perry  ville.  On  the  29th  trans- 
ferred the  guns  and  crew  to  the  steamer  tliomos  SparkH  and  carried 
mail  and  passengers  to  Annapolis  and  convoyed  twosteaiuer,H.  Returned 
on  the  3t)th  with  mail  and  passengers  to  Perry  ville;  trausfened  the 
guns  and  crew  to  the  William  B.  Reanexi.  On  the  31st  [sic],  employed 
in  conv(tying  vessels  to  Anuajiolis.  On  the  1st  left  for  PerryvUle; 
seized  the  steam  tug  LioiieHs  off  the  mouth  of  the  Patapsco  and  took 
her  to  Perryville.  The  captain  of  the  Liontsx  delivered  to  me  the 
jiapcrs*  signed  by  ODe  Trimble,  of  Baltimore,  which  were  necessary  for 
him  to  liave  in  order  to  pass  in  and  out  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  all  of 
which  I  handed  over  to  you.  On  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  Sth  instiint, 
employed  iti  convoying  vessels  between  Annapolis  and  I'erryville.  On 
the  IStli  [5tli]  instant  at  8  a.  m.,  received  orders  from  <Jeneral  Butler  to 
fit  out  an  expedition  to  go  in  search  of  the  Smith's  Point  lighr-lioat, 
said  to  be  in  Dividing  Creek,  between  the  Potomac  and  Kappahanuock 
rivers.  Received  a  dctachtnent  of  thirty  ret'ruita  from  the  U.  S.  receiv- 
ing8hip.U?f(///aH)/,nndcrcommandof  Lieutenant  I>anel8,and  thirty  New 
York  State  Jlilitia,  Lieuteiuint  Morton  commanding;  placed  them,  with  a 
iieldpiece,  ou  board  the  Thomas  Sparks.  At  meridian  the  steamer  Tliomas 
SparkH,  Lieutenant  Watmough  commanding,  left  in  company  with  the 
William  li.  Rraiiei/  with  a  launch  in  tow.  At  S:3()  anchored  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Patuxciit  River  on  account  of  bad  weather.  At  3  a.  m. 
eighty  stay  bolts  of  the  Reancy^g  boiler  blew  out,  scalding  James 
McDevitt,  landsman,  seriously.  1  disct>vered  that  the  acciclent  was 
occasioniMl  by  the  neglect  of  the  tireman,  who  left  his  post  and  turned 
in  without  waiting  for  the  second  engineer  to  relieve  him,  in  coiise- 
c|U('nco  of  which  1  placed  them  both  on  board  the  Thomas  <S/>rtr/iy(  under 
the  .sentry's  charge.  I  then  transferred  my  gun,  men,  and  launch  to 
the  Thomas  Sparks,  boarded  an  oyster  boat,  and  sent  a  bearer  of  dis- 
patches to  (teneral  Butler,  informing  him  of  the  accident  and  of  the 
disabled  condition  of  the  Ucaney.  The  cai)taiu  of  the  oyster  boat 
infornu'd  me  that  the  Smith's  Point  light  boat  was  anchored  up  the 
Wicomico  River  [Va.].  Owing  to  the  stormy  weather  we  were  obliged 
to  lemain  at  anchor  until  2  a.  m.  the  following  morning.    The  wounded 

*  Not  found. 


mail  vras  earerully  atteutU'd  to  by  Dr.  Clalliifjlier,  who  volunteered  his 
services  for  the  expedition.  On  the  4)th  [Tth]  iii.stant  at  2:3(1  p.  m. 
[a.  ni.],  took  the  Thimias  Sparks  and  hiiiiich  and  ran  (h)wn  to  the 
Wicumico,  where  we  arrived  about  8  a.  m.  Our  jtilot,  who  was  snp- 
jdied  for  the  octiiision,  proved  to  he  of  little  service  to  us,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  pilot  ourselvcH  in,  whereupon  we  discovered  a  lifjht- 
boat  at  tlie  Koarce  of  a  creek.  As  we  apjiroaehed  her  the  lookont  at 
our  masthead  observed  her  crew  leavinj;  in  great  hjiste  with  tlieir  boats; 
we  ran  up,  took  possession  of  her,  i'oinid  tliat  her  ruoorinjfs  Lad 
been  .slipped  and  that  her  light  ai>]»aratus  had  been  dismantled  and 
her  rudder  wedged  (she  i>roved  to  bo  the  Wiudmill  I'oiiit  light-boat 
instead  of  the  .Smith's  Point  light-boat),  in  coii«e(juenee  of  which  we 
found  it  neeesaary  to  tow  her  back  to  Annapolis,  and  owing  to  the 
crippled  condition  of  the  Ucaneii  wa.s  obliged  to  forego  further  weareh. 
Hove  up  her  anchor  and  knocked  the  wedges  from  the  rudder  and  the 
Sparkx  took  her  in  tow.  Afterwards  J  took  the  launch  to  reconnoiter 
and  discovered  a  number  of  armed  men,  horse  and  foot.  Returned  and 
made  the  launch  fijst  to  the  light-boat  and  ran  up  fo  the  mouth  of  the 
Patu.xent  liiver  in  tow  of  the  UparlK.  xVt  9  p.  ni.  the  iSparks  cast  oflF 
the  light-boat  and  ran  in  and  brought  out  the  Rean*!)  and  took  the 
Ught-boat  in  t-ow.  Kan  up  aiui  anchored  at  Annapolis  on  the  8th 
instant  at  5  a.  m.  and  turned  over  the  light-boat  aud  luiblic  books 
found  oil  board  her  to  Colonel  Smith,  coromandiiig  otlicerol'the  station. 
I  found  by  the  log  of  the  light-boat  that  she  had  been  seized  by  three 
armed  vessels  under  the  comnuind  oi'  the  colonel  of  Lancaster  County 
and  anchored  in  Indian  Creek,  there  to  await  tlie  orders  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  Virginia.  Sent  liieutenant  Danels  and  his  men  on  board  the 
Alityludiy,  Lieutenant  Morton  and  his  men  on  shore,  the  launch  to  her 
moorings,  aud  lauded  the  tieldjiiece;  sent  the  fireman  aud  second  engi- 
neer to  the  guardhouse,  and  James  McDevitt  to  the  hospital.  At  3 
p.  m.  ran  over  to  I'erryville  in  tow  of  the  Np<trh<,  where  we  arrived  at 
10::Jtt  ]).  ni.  Daring  the  t»th  we  remained  at  I'erryville  aceonling 
to  orders,  and  on  the  10th  instant  transferred  the  meu  and  guns  to 
Philadelphia. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pbikce  Crosby, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Xavy.^ 

Gommaiidcr  Charles  Steedmam,  U.  8.  Navy. 


Abstract  Log  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  Conntituiion,  April  ;1}-May  9,  1861. 

AprilSly  1861. — Harbor  of  Annaptdis,  Md.    At  6  a.  m,  received  orders 

from  the  Superintendent  to  slip  and  get  the  ship  in  the  Roads  as  soon 
as  i>o.ssibh'.  At  (i:;tO  the  steamer  Maryland  fnmi  Ilavre  de  Grace 
caiuc  alongside  with  the  Eight  Regiment  of  the  Third  Brigade  Mas.sa- 
chiisetts  Volunteer  Militia  on  board  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Butler.  Received  three  companies  on  board  from  her.  Slipped 
our  moorings  aud  began  towing  out  by  the  Mari/taiid.  At  11 :30  got  in 
the  niud ;  cleared  and  got  as  far  as  Greenbury  Point  light,  when  we  took 
the  mud  again.    At  10  p.  m.  piped  down  to  wait  for  the  tide. 

April  i".?. — At  12:30  a.  m.  received  a  message  that  the  channel  out- 
side of  us  would  pr(d)ably  be  ob.strucled  that  iiiglit;  the  tide  falling 
rapidly  aud  the  ship  setting  in  the  mud  in  the  left  bank  of  the  channel, 
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called  all  bauds  and  commenced  to  kedge  slilp  out  into  deep  water. 
A  heavy  squall  drove  us  into  tli«  mud  agaiu.  Several  vessels  at  this 
time  appearing  in  tlie  offing,  we  went  to  general  quarters  and  prepared 
for  an  attack.  After  remaining  tliere  nearly  an  hour  we  commenced 
heaving  again.  At  1:30  the  steamer  BohIoh  with  tlie  Seventh  Regi- 
ment New  York  Volunteer  Militia  came  in.  About  the  .same  time  a 
tug  from  Havre  de  Orace  came  alongside  and  towed  us  out  of  the 
lioads,  where  we  anciiored.  At  7  p.  m.  steamer  Bostun  disembarked 
her  tro(»ps  at  the  Academy  and  then  those  of  the  Marylanil,  whicli  was 
aground. 

April  :.>3. — At  10  a.  m.  a  steam  tug  bove  in  sight  with  a  mounted  gun 
forward;  beat  to  quarters,  and  as  .siie  came  U]i  lier  commander  hailed 
us.  She  was  from  Philadelphia  and  went  in  the  harbor.  At  12:^30 
p.  m.  the  steamer  Mitrylnnd  came  alongside;  received  from  her  our  guna, 
that  had  been  placed  on  board  of  her  to  lighten  the  ship.  At  10  p.  m. 
five  steamers  aixived  from  New  York  with  troops  convoyed  by  the 
Harriet  Lane. 

April  3(i. — From  8  to  meritlian  got  underway  in  tow  of  the  steamer 
R.  R.  Cuyler. 

April  2!). — At  12:30  p.  ra.  oft'  the  buoy  navy  yard,  New  York. 

May  8. — At  (i:.'50  a.  m.  got  underway  in  tow  of  two  steamers  and  at 
7  passed  tlirough  Hell  <iate. 

Mtiy  !>. — At  :i  1).  m.  anchored  otl'  Fort  Adams,  [Newport,  E.  I].  At 
5:l."i  the  steamer  ISaltic  arrived  from  .\unapolis,  Md.,  with  the  com- 
mandant of  midshipmeu,  0.  li.  P.  iiodgurs,  professors,  and  attaches  of 
the  Academy. 


Extrtui  from  the  Executive  Journal  of  the  State  of  Virgima,  April  18, 

1861. 


The  following  order  was  issued,  through  the  adjutant-general,  to 
Mj^jor-General  William  I>.  Taliaferro: 

You  will  forthwith  tiik*-  coiniimiid  of  tbi-  Stutn  troops  which  ore  now  or  may  lie 
asscuibleil  in  the  city  of  Norfolk.     Your  inimediutn  j>reseiicf<  there  is  nei-cssarj . 

The  governor  appointed  and  commissioned  the  following  olHcers  for 
the  State  navy: 

Roliert  B.  PejcT'"".  captain,  to  rank  as  anch  from  I8th  of  April,  18t?l. 
(jeorj^u  T,  .Sincluir,  citptaiu,  tu  rank  aa  such  from  I9tli  of  .\pri),  1861. 
C'atfisby  ap  "•  Jones,  captain,  to  rank  as  HUrb  from  *Mlli  of  April,  1S(!1. 
.lunies  II.  Rochclle,  lieutenant,  to  rank  a.Hwmb  from  the  18th  of  April,  1861. 

The  followuig  order  was  issued  to  Captain  Robert  B.  Pegram : 

.'?iu:  Yon  will  proceed  to  Norfolk  and  there  awiDino  control  of  the  naval  Btation 
with  nuthority  to  orgauizo  naval  dufeuiies,  enroll  and  enliHt  Hcanien  and  uiarinus, 
and  tem]>orurily  to  ap])oiut  warrant  ofticGrtt,  and  do  and  perform  whatever  may  he 
DecitsHary  to  pre«er\'e  and  |)rotect  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth  and  of  the'citi- 
zena  of  Virginia. 

Coo)>erate  with  the  land  foroca  under  the  roramand  of  Major-General  William  R. 
Taliaferro  nud  report  all  important  ucta  whirh  may  be  done  or  performeil  under 
your  orders  promptly  to  the  exeoiitivo  through  the  general  in  pouimaud. 


JOHK  LBTCIIEK. 
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Order  of  coniniandant  nary  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Captain  Whittle,  Tivfiinia 

navy. 

Navy  Yard  ['Soufo-lk],  April  2S,  iSGi. 
Str:  liCt  the  masters  of  all  menrlmiit  vessels  <lc.siriiig  to  pass  out- 
ward apply  to  yon,  atid  you  arc  muliorized  at  your  discretion  to  allow 
them  lo  do  so  i»r  to  dutatii  tlieiii. 
l{t'8i)ectt'iilly, 

F.  Forrest, 
Commandinff  Nacal  Force. 
Captain  W.  C.  Whittle, 


Letter  from  Mettnrs.  I'eters  &  Reed  to  Captain  Hcrrimau,  commanding 
xchuoner  A.  Colby,  frniismittiiig  guarantee  of  safe  comiuct  to  hi«  rcngel. 

PoBTSMOUTH  [Va.],  April  23,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  We  liave  received  your  letter  of  to  day  with  tlie  letter 
for  jMr.  (Miurchill.  We  ^eud  a  tug  to  bring  you  up,  and  also  a  frnaraiitee 
ol'  siit'o  coniluut  of  your  vessel  up  and  back  to  sea  witliont  niolestaliou. 
TiterL^  can  be  no  possible  difticulty  with  you  or  your  vessel.  Were  it 
otlif  rwise  we  need  not  Bay  we  would  at  once  instruct  you  to  jiroceed  to 
some  other  port.  We  trust  you  know  us  sutiiciently  well  to  believe  that 
we  would  not  advi.se  you  to  any  course  that  could  pos.sibly  britig  you 
into  diflk'ulty.  You  will  see  that  the  guarantee  of  safe  conduct  is 
signed  by  the  comnmndcrs  in  chief  of  both  the  na\al  and  uiilitary 
forces.  The  lltirrict  Lanr  «aa  towed  up  yesterday  under  a  like  guar- 
antee, and  will  be  discharged  tomori'ow.  We  hope  to  see  you  here 
tomorrow  evening  and  have  the  pleasure  of  liaudiug  you  several  let- 
ters we  have  for  you. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

Peters  &  Beed. 

Captaiu  Dearborn  IIerriman. 

fEDcloHure.] 

Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  April  22, 1861. 
We  hereby  gnarnutee  safe  conduct  to  the  schooner  A.  Colby,  laden 
with  sugar  and  molasses,  ii|i  to  the  port  of  Norfolk  and  Portsuiouth, 
and  the  .safety  of  the  vessel  after  discharge  of  cargo  back  to  Hampton 
Koads  anil  to  sea,  without  molest utiou  from  the  forces  under  my 
command. 

F.  Forrest, 
Commanding  Napal  Forcea. 
Approved : 

Walter  Gwynn, 
MajorOeneral,  Commanding  Forces  in  Norfolk  Harbor, 

Captain  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones  directs  that  a  tug  be  furnished  for  the 
above  purpose. 

Westwood  a.  Todd, 

Aid. 
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Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Norfolk. 

GosPORT  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  April  :i:i,  isai. 
Coniin:iu(l<^r   Melntosli   atid   Lieutenant    Ilari'ison   will   ivlteniately, 
every  lorty-eiglit  lumrs,  take  charge  of  the  ii;iv:il  buttery  ut  Hospital 
Point. 

W.  F.  Lynch, 

Adjutant. 


r 


Order  of  commandant  of  nary  yard,  Xorfolk. 

Navy  Vaku,  (Iospokt  [Norfolk],  A{)ril  Sf,  isaj. 
A   Captain  Jaiiies  Ui-owii   and   bi.s  steain   tug   Harmony  arc  jjlaced 
under  the  exclusive  control  of  ('aptain  A.  IS,  Fairfax,  ot  tlie  Ordnance 
Department.     It  is  hereby  requested  that  be  be  not  pressed  into  service 
by  otiier  military  departments. 
By  (irder; 

Hcspeetfully, 

W.  F.  LVNOU, 
Captain  and  Adjutant. 


Order    of  commandant  of  nary   yard,   Xorfoll-,  to    commander  of  tug 
Yuuny  America,  reyarding  schooner  A.  Colhy. 

Navy  Yard,  Oospout  [Norfolk],  April  24, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  tug  under  your  cliarge  to  Dampton 
Koads  and  tow  the  seliooner  .1.  Colhy,  ('aptain  Ilerrinian,  up  to  Ports- 
nioutli,  laying  her  alongside  Peters  iS:  Heed's  wharf,  when  lier  cargo, 
sugar  and  niolases,  will  be  discharged  and  stored  in  a  bonded  ware- 
house. 
By  order: 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  F.  Lynch, 
Captain  and  Adjutant,  Virginia  Nary. 

GOMKANDKB  OF  TUQ  YOUNO  AMERICA. 


Order  of  commandant  wivy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Captain  Rwttes,  Virginia 

nary. 

Naty  Yard,  Gospobt  [Norfolk],  April  24, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  seize  for  the  State  of  Virginia  any   funds  of  the 
Northern  Confederacy  in  the  possession  of  the  late  navy  agent  of  the 
United  States. 
By  order : 

llespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  Lynch, 

Adjutant, 
Captain  IIootes, 

Virginia  Nary. 
N  w  K — VOL  4 '_'<■» 
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Order  of  commandant  navy  yaril^   Xor/olk,   to  Master  Ship  Carpenter 

fierce. 

Naat  Yaki),  (tOspoht  [Norfolk],  April  25,  isai. 
8lR:  You  will,  on  iiMjeipt  of  this,  take  as  many  men  as  yon  think 
rctjuiBitc  and  ]>r«eee(l  to  imnii)  out  tli(^  frigate  I'nitM  Stateg. 
Kesi>ectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 

Commandant. 
Jos.  Pierce, 

Master  Ship  Carpenter. 


Order  of  C4>mvmndant  navy  yard,  Korfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Murphy,  Vir- 
ginia n4ivy,  regarding  erui«e  ofnteamer  Arroie. 

[Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  |  April  Sfi,  18C1. 
Sir:  You -will  proceed  withtlio  steamer  Arroirto  cruise  in  theneigfli- 
borhood  of  Cruiiey  Island   and  observo  closely  tlie   enemy's  sbiiis  by 
iii;clit  and  day,  and  cinnmunicate  to  the  commanding  general  instant 
iiitelligeuce  of  any  suMjiicious  movement. 

A  code  of  signals  will  speedily  be  Inrnished  you,  with  necessary 
instructions. 

You  will  be  careful,  while  keeping  the  enemy  always  in  view,  to  avoid 
approaching  them  too  ueai-ly,  and  at  night  be  particularly  vigilant 
against  surprise. 
liy  order: 

W.  F.  Lynch, 

Adjutant. 
Lieutenant  Oommaudiug  P.  U.  Mttephy. 


Order  of  eomtHandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Commander  Robb.  Virginia 

nary. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard  [Norfolk],  April  37,  jHni. 

8iB:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  line  of  signals  established  iii  this 
harbor  and  of  the  two  steamers  connected  therewith  and  will  report 
forthwith  at  this  office  for  instructioua. 

By  order : 

W.  F.  Lynch. 

(Jommander  R.  G.  Robb. 


Order  of  eommandant  nary  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Captain  Fairfax,  Virginia 
navy,  to  furnish  ordnance  for  batterien. 

[Navy'  Yard,  Norfolk,]  April  i?8,  l8f!l. 

8lB:  Yon  will  furnish  by  order  of  Oeiicral  Lee  the  following  articles: 

Six  heavy  3l"s  for  City  Point,  i>  'J-inch  for  liurwell's  Bay,  li  light  .32*8 

forTa.pi)ahaiinock,  10  !»-inch  and  l!  1 1-ineli  for  (ilouc«st*r  i'oint,  (•  ii-inch 

for  West  Point  |\'a.|,  with  carriages,  and  7.1  roniuls  of  anunnnition  for 

each ;  the  guns  to  be  marked  witli  white  paint  for  their  destiuattou. 
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The  gnns  for  City  Toint  to  be  lauded  then*  and  those  for  Burwoll's 
Bay  at  m-  near  that  poiat;  the  rest  to  bo  sent  to  Iiu;hinond. 
Bv  order: 

W.  F.  Lynch. 
Captaiu  A.  B.  Faibfax, 

In«pector-Qetieral,  Ordimnee. 

I  Eiidttrnrainul.  j 

The  guns  ahonld  not  be  sent  ti!l  the  batteries  are  ready  for  them  and 
•A  guanl  to  receive  and  protect  them  at  ea<'h  puint. 

The  responsibility  of  the  water  trausisortatiou  past  Old  Point  must 
be  taken  by  the  authorities  at  liichmond. 

F.  FoBHEsr. 


Order  of  commandant  nory  yard,  Kor/olk,  tn  Captain  Jones,  requesting 
steamem  for  reconnoiHsancex. 

Navy  Yaed,  Gosi'OBT  [Noefolk],  April  S8, 1861. 

SlE :  The  steam  tug  Arrow  proves  iiiotticient  for  the  service  for  which 
she  was  detiiileit  ami  the  small  tug  you  kiinliy  sent  last  evening  left 
the  yaril  while  co;il  was  1>cing  hauled  down  to  the  wharf  for  ber. 

Be  pleased  to  furuisli  Lieiiteiuint  Coiiiniauding  Mnrphy  with  two 
steamers  suitable  to  jily  in  the  vicinity  of  Crauey  Inland  for  the  ))ur- 
pose  (d'  observitig  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

By  order: 

W.  F.  Lynch. 

Captain  C.  Ai-  It.  JuNBB,  Norfolk. 


Inttructions  from  the  impevtortjeneral  of  ordnance,  navy  yard,  Norfolk, 
to  Captain  (libha,  eommandiny  uteamer  Northampton,  regarding  trans- 
portation of  ufdnanve  xuppiitn. 

Navy  Yabd,  Gospoet  [Nobfolk],  April  34, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  jiroceed  with  the  steamer  Northampton,  under  your 
command,  to  Eichmoud,  Va.,  as  soon  as  you  have  taken  on  board  the 
following  articles,  viz: 

Four  iS  iuch  guns,  with  carriages,  implements,  and  aminuuitiou  com- 
plete; four  S'J-pounders,  with  carriages,  implements,  ami  aniniunitiou 
comi)lete.  Ammunition  consists  of  40  hjaded  shells,  8-inch ;  SO  unloaded 
shells;  'MO  ;U  pounder  solid  shot;  jjowder,  200  Spound  charges,  in 
copper  tanks. 

You  will  delivOT  tbem  to  the  cxjloiiel  of  ordnance,  Dimmock,  and  take 
receipt.     Enter  James  Hiver  after  dark  and  observe  every  caution  to 
avoid  enemy's  vessels. 
Kespectfuliy,  etc., 

A.  B.  Fairfax, 
hmpector-Oeneral,  Ordnance. 
Captain  J.  M.  Gibbs, 

Commanding  ISteanier  Northampton, 

[EuilornvuieuC] 

Richmond,  April  26, 1861. 
The  articles  within  named  have  been  delivered  to  this  department. 

O.  Dimmock, 

Colonel,  Ordnance. 
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Order  of  Major- Ueiu-ral  Ltr,  romiiKindiiui    Virf/inia  forren,  to   Volonel 
Talcolt,  rehitire  lo  the  /ortijication  of  Jumat  Hirer. 

Headquabters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  i?.v,  LSfil. 
Sii! :  You  will  ihik-cihI  up  James  Hiver  to  the  viciuity  of  Burwell's 
Bay  and  scU'ct  tlie  luoat  suitable  point  whicli,  in  your  J  udgiut-i it,  .should 
bo  for  til)  wl  in  order  to  preveut  llie  iisceut  of  tlio  river  by  the  eiieiuy. 
Lay  off  tlio  works  and  leave  their  construction  to  Lieutenant  ('.  ap  K. 
Jones,  Virginia  navy,  wlio  will  accompany  you.  You  will  then  jiroeeed 
to  thii  mouth  of  the  Appomattox  and  there  perform  the  aauie  service, 
Rflirtitiiif  siiiue  jwtnt  bel()w  the  mouth  of  that  river,  8U{)posed  to  be  old 
Fort  Powhatan.  Captain  Cocke  will  take  charge  of  the  construction 
of  this  work.  He  pleased  to  {five  the  above-mentioned  officers  such 
instructions  as  they  may  require  in  the  construction  of  these  works 
and  report  what  you  shall  have  done. 
Kespectfully,  ete., 

R.  E.  Lee, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 
Andrew  Talcutt,  Ksq., 

Colonel,  Engineers. 


Jnatructiong  from  the  iiispevtorgcneral  of  ordnaini;  miry  yard,  Norfolk, 
to  Captain  Gibhs,  vommandiny  steamer  Xorthampton,  rtgarding  trans- 
portation of  ordnance  suppliex. 

Navy  Yard,  Ctosi'ort  [Norfolk],  April  29,  1861. 
Captain  Gibbs  will  transport  to  Richmond,  Va.,  via  JaincH  River,  the 
six  SU-iHnuKlers  and  their  equi(>aj,'c,  now  on  board  the  steamer  North- 
ampton, undcv  his  command,  using  all  diligence  and  every  precaution 
to  avoid  cairtnre  on  the  way.  There  are  also  on  board  3()(t  solid  shot. 
The  whole  cargo  to  lie  tlelivered  to  Colonel  Dimniock,  of  the  Ordnance 
Department,  at  Richmond.  He  will  receive  hi.s  orders  for  further  serv- 
ice from  Captain  S.  Barron,  of  the  navy  of  Virginia.  Captain  Tucker 
got  the  only  chart  in  the  yard  of  James  River.  He  will  coal  in  Rich- 
mond for  both  voyages,  as  our  supply  is  limited  and  can  not  be  replaced. 
By  order : 

A.  B.  Fairfax, 
Inspector- General,  Ordnance. 
Captaiu  J.  [M.]  Gibbs, 

iSfeamer  Xorth<impton. 


Order  of  Captain  Barron,  Virffiniu  navy,  to  Commander  Robb,  Virginia 
navy,  to  anxiime  charge  of  the  defenses  on  the  Rappahannock  River. 

Dki'ice  of  Naval  Detail  and  EguiPMENX, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  29, 1861. 
Sir  :  Y^ou  will  take  charge  of  the  defenses  of  the  Rappahannock. 
By  order  of  Major  (Jeneral  Lee: 
Respectfully, 

S.  Baeron, 

Captain  in  Charge. 
Commander  R.  G,  Robb, 

Virginia  Navy,  Norfol]c,  Va. 
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Order  of  Captain  Barron,  Virfjinia  7iary,  to  Commander  Rooten,  Virpinia 
nary,  to  asBumi  command  of  the  frigate  United  States. 

Office  of  Naval  Detail,  etc., 

Richmond,  Va,,  April  2!),  18G1. 
Sin:  You  will  jjlciise  take  charge  of  tbo  frigate  United  States  aa 
recoiviuji  shiii  at  the  Norfolk  naval  station.     Please  commen<'o  imme- 
diately (Irilliug  and  exercising  the  men  in  the  prai'tice  of  the  guns. 
By  order  of  Major-Geiicral  Lee: 
Respectfully, 

S.  Barbon, 

Captain  in  Charge. 
Comwander  Thomas  R.  Rootes,  Virginia  Navy, 

yor/otk,  Va, 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Captain  McBlair,  Virginia 
nary,  regarding  cooperation  with  military  forces  for  protection  of  the 
harbor. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  May  1,  18G1, 
Sin:  You  will  repair  to  Craney  Island  and  cooperate  wiih  the  mili- 
tary oHicers  biow  employed  in  erecting  a  battery  at  that  point  for  the 
prolectioii  (if  this  harbor,     lie  pleased  to  inform  Colonel  Talcott  of 
your  apjiointinent. 
Respectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 
Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 
Captain  William  MoBlaie,  Virginia  Navy. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Maury,  Virginia 
navy,  to  superintend  defenses  of  that  yard. 

[Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,]  May  2,  18G1. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  give  your  special  attention  to  the  super- 
intendence of  the  defenses  outside  the  yard,  selecting  the  light  Im- 
pounder.    Lieutenant  Spotswood  will  give  every  facility  in  his  jxtwer 
to  ha(«ten  on  the  work  t«  i)rompt  completion. 
Re8i>6ctfully, 

F.  Forrest, 

Commandant. 
Lieutenant  J.  8.  Maury, 


Order  of  inspector-general  of  ordnance,  nary  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Captain 
Milligan,  commanding  steamer  Empire,  to  axsiiit  in  (owing  resseh. 

[Navy  Yaud,  Norfolk,]  May  s,  1861. 

LSrn :  Ton  will,  with  the  steamer  Empire  under  your  command,  report 
to  Commander  Sinclair,  at  Fort  Norfolk,  to  assist  in  towing  vessels 
loaded  with  ballast  into  position  for  obstructing  the  channels  of  the 
river  between  tbe  forts. 
By  order  commandant: 
A.  B.  Fairfax, 
Inspector,  Ordnance. 
Captain  Milligan,  Virginia  Navy. 
Hieamer  Empire. 
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Ordi-r  of  commntxlant    navy  yard,    yorfolh;    to    lAfutenonf   Harrison, 
Virginia  nary,  to  assume  cfuirge  of  Pinners'  Point  battery. 

[Navy  Yard,  Nobpolk,]  May  8, 1861. 
Sin  :  Agreealile  witli  ymir  reqiiost,  yon  are  hereby  ordered  to  assume 
charge  of  riiuiei's  I'oiiit  biitteiy.    The  duties  of  the  reudezvous  yoii 
will  tiiiiisfer  to  ttie  surgeon  of  that  stiitioti. 
ItespectfuUy, 

F.  FORUKST, 

Commawiant. 
Lieutenant  Georuk  \V.  Harrison,  Virginia  Navy. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,   Xorfolk,   to   Captain    I'afff,  Virginia 
navy,  to  furnish  ordnance  for  defense  of  Lynn  Haren  Hay. 

[Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,]  May  8,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  jdease  deliver  to  Cajitiiiu  Charles  Foster  the  six  guns 
promised  Ex-Ooveiiior  Wise  some  time  siiu-e  for  the  defense  of  some 
lioint  oil  Lynn  Huveu  Bay. 
Kespeetfiilly, 

F.  Forrest. 

(.'lll)tlUU  K.  L.   PAfiK, 

Ordnance  Officer,  Nary  Yard,  Norfolk. 


Tnstructionn  from  Ma/orOenera!  Lee,  rommandinij  Virginia  forces,  to 
Colonel  Taiiiiferro,  comnianiliiiii  at  (iUtneeHter  Point,  Va.,  relative  to 
defense  of  IhnI  ptuce. 

IlEAIitjUAHTERS   VIRGINIA   FOUOES, 

l^icliininid,  Va.,  May  K,  1861. 
Colonel:  Li  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  Gth  instant,  asking  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  eonrse  t<>  be  pursued  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  to  pass  the  batteiy  at  tJl<mcester  Point,  you  are 
directed,  ou  the  ai)proa<'li  of  a  vessel  of  the  enemy  and  when  she  shall 
have  gotten  within  i-aiige,  to  lire  a  shot  across  her  bows.  Should  this 
not  deter  her  from  proceeding  on  you  will  fire  one  over  her,  and  if  sho 
still  jtei'sist  you  will  tire  iuto  her.  .Should  the  lire  be  returned  you 
will  capture  lier  if  possihle.  Similar  orders  have  been  issued  to  the 
uaval  oilicer  comnianiling  battery. 
Kesiwctfully,  etc., 

E,  E.  Lke, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
Colonel  William  B.  Taliaff.uho, 

Coinmandiny,  etc.,  Uhuoesler  Point,  Va. 


Report  of  Captain  Cabell,  Virginia  forces,  of  the  movements  of  United 
States  vessels  near  (ilourester  Point,  Va.,  and  calling  attention  to 
importance  of  defending  that  place. 

riEADyUABTERS   CABKLL'S   BATTEEY, 

Oloncesier  Point,  May  10,  isoi — :>:;■;()  a.  wi. 
Sib:  Yesterday  about  1  o'clock  p.  m.  an  armed  steamer  ai)prua<'lie(l 
our  battery,  coming  within  tlie  range  of  li  or  3  miles.     We  sprang  to 
uur  guus  and  were  ready  for  action  as  soou  as  it  was  manifest  that  the 
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steftmer  was  cdiimig  uji  the  river.  We  all  expectod  an  attack,  but  she 
tiirued  und  profceded  down  the  river  and  dr(ti»i)ed  am-hov  near  its 
uioiith.  Another  slii|)  )jr  steaiiu-r  was  also  in  the  di.staiice.  During  the 
night  theie  was  a  vi<;ilatit  lookout.  Thi.s  inoriiiiit;  four  ships  or  steani- 
evs  jiiiKsed  bfyiiiid  the  lirst  steamer,  iiroccedinj;  rajiidly  iVom  north  to 
Koiitli.  Ahont  H  ivcloek  this  niornin};  the  attacking  steamer  weighed 
anchor  and  left  the  river.  Yon  eau  (Iraw  your  own  conelusious  as  well 
as  I  can  oC  the  purpose  i>f  the  enemy. 

I  regard  this  point  as  next  in  iiri]iortanee  to  Fortress  Monroe.  1  hope 
1  may  say  that  I  am  acquainted  at  least  with  the  eoinmercial  wants  of 
the  8tate.  It  is.  in  my  o|iiniou,  invalualde,  both  tor  military  defense 
and  the  eonimercial  necessities  of  the  8tate.  Let  its  imjjnrtanee  not  be 
undenated.  This  point  jmiperly  secured  and  no  eJfectual  blockade  can 
continue,  no  ships  can  pass  up  York  Kiver,  no  attack  can  be  made  on 
liichmond,  excejit  by  loug  laud  marches.  If  you  could  see  the  place 
you  wnuld  be  satistied  of  its  great  importance.  To  allow  it  to  be  lost 
would  be  a  fatal  error.  The  force  here,  consisting  entirely  of  volunteers, 
are  prejjared  to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  They  are  jMjrfeetly 
aware  of  the  straugeuess  aud  ]ieril  of  their  situation,  but  though  "there 
is  plenty  of  danger,  there  is  no  fear."  lint  if  I  am  coireet  in  regard  to 
the  importance  of  retaining  this  position,  though  the  nei'e.ssities  of  the 
State  would  not  jierunt  more  men  to  be  sent  for  the  support  of  the  few 
here,  yet  that  force  should  be  promptly  .sent  for  the  protection  of  the 
pre.sent  antl  future  fortifications  here.  Blintl  as  IJncoln  ami  Cabinet 
appear  to  be,  Ihey  must  .see  the  importance  of  taking  this  phice.  A 
land  attai'k  by  a  large  force  wouhl  jnobably  do  this.  \Vo  wmihl  dispuf-e 
every  inch  of  ground  with  them,  but  however  valiant  our  defense,  it 
would  not  repay  the  loss  of  this  place.  I  believe  it  can  bo  easily 
defended  from  a  land  attack.  Access  trom  our  rear  is  over  ground 
perfectly  level  aud  mostly  open.  The  enemy  must  march  through  a 
space  not  over  a  mile  or  mile  and  a  half  wide.  Defend  this  by  a  rude 
fort  of  logs  even  and  it  would  greatly  contribute  to  our  defen.se.  It 
will  require  a  much  larger  force  to  do  this.  But  the  plateau  in  the  rear 
of  this  is  the  most  beautiful  as  well  as  extensive  held  for  drill  1  have 
ever  seen.  A  brigade  could  well  maneuver  ui)on  it.  Send  down,  there- 
foie,  some  of  your  raw  troops  of  infantry  and  let  a  school  of  instruction 
be  |ilui*ed  here. 

The  Federal  troops  may  laml  Itetow,  but  they  must  pass  through  the 
level  interval  or  over  Sarah's  ("reek.  They  can  not  ]>as8  Sarah's  Creek 
without  boats  and  its  defense  is  very  easy.     I  have  not  time  to  say  more. 

Please  submit  this  t«  General  Lee  and  the  governor  and  council. 
Let  the  ]iublic  not  hear  of  it  till  the  jilan  is  execnled. 

Excuse  haste  and  the  excitement  of  a  camp  life  and  the  errors  of 
composition  produced  l)y  constant  interruptions  and  camp  tables. 
Kespect  fully,  your.s, 

H.  C.  Cabell, 

Captain,  etc. 

Colonel  J.  B,  Mauhudkb. 


OrtUr  of  commiDKJant  navif  yard,  Xorfolk,  to  Captain  Hunter,  Virginia 
nuri/,  for  spei-ial  duty  in  conveying  lommunicationa  to  Commodore 
Pendergraat,  U.  S.  Nary. 

[Navy  Yaed,  Norfolk,]  May  jo,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  Em\)ivv.  toVV^fc  ■"S.a.niA \v.««^>>j^ 
Take  on  board  the  uumber  of  ineu  d«ia\gua\»vV\>'3  '!&\!tT?,«ttiVL\Kvctfs^*«^s^ 
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ter  to  uie  and  tlifii  repair,  as  soon  as  prat'-ticalile,  to  (Jeucral  Gwyun's 
quarters  ami  report  your  readiness  to  proeeeil,  iu  conjunction  with 
other  oflieers  uppoiiited  by  liitn,  to  (rouvey  bis  eommuiiieatious,  iiiuler 
11  flag  of  trnce,  to  Oontmodorc  Pendergrast  or  the  general  coniuiand- 
ingat  Fortress  Monroe. 
I  am,  re^ipecttully, 

F.  Forrest, 
Commandanl. 
Captain  T.  T.  HuNTEE, 

y'irginiu  Navy. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Commander  Page,  Virginia 
navy,  regarding  ordnance  nupplien. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  | Norfolk],  May  13, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will,  withtmt  delay,  eeud   to  Ricliinoiid  two  31!  pounder 
57-huudredweigbt  guns,  witli  carriages  and  equipments  complete,  to 
replace  tlie  two  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry. 

Please  report  wliat  liecamo  of  the  two  32-poundera  of  27  hundred- 
weiglit  which  were  designed  lor  the  steamer  Reaney,  and  also  the  num- 
ber and  caliber  of  guns  intended  for  thoRappahanuoek,for  which  Cap- 
tain Kobh  now  awaits  the  arrival  at  Iticlunond. 
ItespectfuUy,  etc., 

F.  Forrest, 
Commandant. 
Coiuniander  R,  L.  Page, 

Ordnance  Department,  Navy  Yard,  Goaport  [Norfolk]. 


Report  of  Colonel  Taliaferro,  Virginia  forces,  commanding  at  Olouceater 
Point,  Va.,  of  the  movemeiitg  of  United  States  vesseU  near  that  place. 

Headquarters  Gloucester  Point,  May  it,  1861. 

Colonel:  •  •  •  An  armed  vessel  of  the  Unite<l  States  steamed 
intt>  York  Itiver  yesterday  and  approached  within  some  3  miles  of  our 
works.  She  did  not,  however,  venture  to  approach  nearer,  but  seemed 
to  be  engaged  in  sounding  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  No 
boats  were  sent  out  fioni  her  and  no  attempt  made  to  land  troops. 
Other  steamers  of  the  enemy  have  been  observed  in  Mobjack  Bay  and 
just  without  the  moutli  of  York  River. 

(hvr  water  battery  is  now  armed  with  three  9-incli  guns,  and  the  men 
have  been  constantly  instructed  in  the  working  of  the  guns  by  Captain 
T.  J.  Page,  of  the  Navy. 

Should  the  enemy  laud  iu  force  on  this  side  of  York  River,  either  on 

the  Yt)rk  or  the  waters  of  Severn,  it  would  be  necessary  to  resist  them 

with  a  much  larger  force  of  infantry  than  that  now  at  this  post. 

•  •••••• 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Taliafeebo, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  U.  S.  Garnett, 

Adjutant-  OeiieraL 
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JAirUABT   5  TO   DECEMBEB   7,  1861. 


Order  of  the  Secretarxf  of  the  Nary  to  Colonel  Commandant,  V.  S.  Marine 
Corps,  ref/urding  the  occupation  of  Fort  Wimhitigton. 

Navy  Department,  January  5, 1861. 
Sir:  l^poii  tlie  receipt  of  this  you  will  semi  ii  detachment  of  forty 
loariiies,  under  the  cliarge  of  proper  officers  and  properly  manned  and 
erjuipjietl,  to  occupy  Fort  Washington  for  about  liftceu  days  and  to 
protect  public  property. 

A  conveyauco  will  be  furnialie<l  by  the  Navy  Department,  which  will 
receive  them  at  the  navy  yard  wharf. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L  TOUCBY. 

Colonel  John  Harris, 

Commandant  Marine  Corps,  Headquarters. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  of  execution  of  Depart- 
ment's orders. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  January  T,  1861. 
9iR:  Your  order  of  the  5th  instant,  directing  Colonel  John  Harris, 
Commandant  Marine  Corps,  to  be  furni.shed  with  whatever  provisions 
an<l  ordnance  he  may  designate,  etc,  was  duly  received  on  that  date. 

Provishms  for  flfty  men  for  tifteeu  days  were  furnished.    No  ordnance 
was  ie(|uired  by  Colonel  Harris. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfallj',  your  obe<lient  servant, 

Frankn.  Bucuanan, 

Commandant, 
Hou.  I.  TOUOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Taylor,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  commanding  Fort  Wash- 
ington, iMd.,  regarding  the  defenseless  condition  of  that  place. 

Fort  Wasuinoton  |Md.),  January  16,1861. 
Sir:  1  presume  tliat  the  object  of  the  Government  garrisoning  this 
fort  at  this  time  was  tti  hold  and  retain  iwsseseiou  of  it  ia  e,vvsft.  v.\,  >&*» 
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being  attat-ked.  I  tlu»refore  fet'l  it  my  duty,  in  eonsequeiue  of  its 
del'enseless  and  jircgiiable  fonditioii,  tn  ie(|ucst  a  reenforceuient. 

It  is  tlio  opinion  of  Lieutenant  [(ieorge  \V.  ('.  j  Lee,  of  the  engineers, 
who  is  now  here  professionally,  that  l^id  tolerably  organi/.ed  nieu  could 
t-ntt-r  th(!  ijlaeft  against  the  force  now  here.  As  I  do  not  wish  to  he 
placed  in  a  ])Ositi(>n  to  detract  from  the  high  character  of  my  corp.s,  I 
feel  myself  bound  (o  make  this  report. 

LieuteriiUit  Lee  is  now  prejiaring  some  of  the  embrasures  to  mount 
howitzers  in,  but,  when  mounted,  I  have  not  nn-n  suflicieut  to  work 
them  and  at  the  same  time  protect  other  sissailable  portious  of  the  fort. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.    S.   TAYLOii, 

Vapiain,  U,  S.  Murine  Corpg^  Votnmunding  Fort  WatihinijUin. 

Colonel  John  Harris, 

Cummandant  U.  S,  Marine  dtrps. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  vommnndant  navy  yard,  WashingUm, 
regarding  the  U,  H.  8.  AmivoHtin, 

Navy  Depautmknt,  February  7,  ISiJl. 
Siii:  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  that  the  steamer  .4  Maco*(ta 
shall  not  leave  Washington  for  the  present  unless  it  s]>e<;ially  so  dirtMJta. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obetUeut  servant, 

I.   TOUCEY. 

Captain  F.  lircDANAN, 

Commandant  Xary  Yard,  IT'<p(Ai«;/<<»n. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  transmitting  correspond- 
ence with  Caploiu  Ifahlgren,  V.  S.  Xaty,  Ordnance  Dejiartment,  regard- 
ing measures  of  protect  ion  for  that  yard. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  February  ii7,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  conversation  which  pa.s«eit  between  us  some 
weeks  since,  relating  to  Iho  defense  of  tliis  yard  in  certain  contingen- 
cies, I  herewith  enclose  to  ><>u  acopy  of  my  conlidential  instructions  to 
Commander  J)ahlgren,  and  also  a  cojiy  of  his  report  in  obedience  to 
them.  1  also  liirward  for  your  intormatiou  my  plan  of  partial  detail 
for  defense  of  the  yard. 

The  AiKicoxtix,  [iroiwllcr,  is  kept  in  reiuliness  for  any  service  that 
may  be  required  of  lu'r  and  to  receive  on  board  the  ]«)wder  from  the 
main  magazine,  should  I  decide  to  remove  it. 

Commander  Dahlgreii  Las  made  available  the  following  described 
howitzers:  Five  iL'iJo under  sinootli  bore,  three  l--i»ounder  ririetl,  in 
addition  to  which  we  have  in  !lio  armory  jibout  JSOO  musketH  and  rilles 
am!  a  number  of  sabers  and  pistols. 

The  arr.nigemeuts  are  as  yet  kejit  secret,  excejit  from  tbo  oflBcers. 
Should  I  receive  information  from  reliable  persons  in  wiiom  1  can  ])lace 
conUdence,  and  who  have  ])r(uuiseil  to  inform  me  of  any  contemplated 
movement  to  seize  the  yard,  I  will  at  once  assemble  all  the  employes  of 
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the  yard  and  iitomulgiite  my  orders,  and  have  extra  sentinels  posted 
and  a  lieutenant  statioiied,  at  night,  with  u  gnu's  crew  iu  the  ordnauce 
buildinfj. 
I  have  the  lionor  t«  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

FRANKN.    liUCIIANAN. 

Vommatuianf. 

Hon.  I.  ToucEY, 

Secretory  of  the  Navy. 

(EnvliMnroa.) 

Strictly  confidential.]     Navy  Yard,  Washington,  Januarys,  18G1. 

Silt:  Various  minors  are  in  circnlation  that  a  mob  will  attempt  to 
possess  tbeniiselves  of  this  yard  between  this  and  the  4tli  of  March 
next  for  the  purpo.se  of  securing  the  arms  and  aninnniition  now  in  the 
armory  and  maga/Jne,  to  be  used  in  preventinfjthe  inanfruration  of  Mr. 
Lincoln,  the  i'resident-elect.  You  will  therefore  prepare  for  tlu'dcCeu.se 
of  the  yard  all  the  howitzers  now  aviiihibie  iu  the  Ordnanc-c  Depart- 
ment with  as  much  secrecy  as  possible;  this  yard  shall  not  be  surren- 
dered to  any  person  or  persons  except  by  an  or<ler  from  (lie  lionorablo 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  in  tlu*  event  of  an  att;irk  I  shall  rei]uire 
all  ofhcers  and  otlicrs  niidcr  my  comniaml  to  defend  it  to  the  last 
extremity,  smd  slionld  we  be  ovcrjiowercd  by  nnitibcrs  the  armory  and 
magazine  must  be  blown  up.  Yon  will  therefore  make  all  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  {execution  of  this  order  and  submit  to  me  the  plan 
you  propose.  At  the  proper  time  the  otlicers  will  bo  (lesigmitcd  by  me 
to  apply  the  match,  rrecaiitionary  arrangements  will  be  made  in  lime 
to  prevent  the  seizure  of  the  main  magazine  up  the  river.  You  will 
make  to  mii  such  suggestions  to  carry  out  these  arrangements  as  your 
judgment  may  dictate. 
Kespcctfully,  etc., 

Frankn.  Buchanan, 

CiHiimandant. 

Commander  Daiilgren, 

Ordnance  Ih'partinent. 


Ordnance  Department, 

WnHhingtun,  January  II,  JSGl, 

Sir:  Tonr  letter  of  the  8th,  marked  ''strictly  confidential,"  was 
received  on  the  lltli  instant  and  has  received  my  careful  consideration. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  therein  contained  to  make  sug- 
gestions in  relation  to  the  defense  of  the  yard  against  the  anticii)ated 
attack  <if  a  nioh,  1  have  to  remark  that  it  is  merely  a  collectimi  of 
buildings  oi)en  to  the  water  on  nearly  one  half  of  its  outline,  and  on 
the  land  side  enclosed  by  a  wall,  easy  of  escalade;  it  could  only  be 
held  with  certainty  in  its  whole  extent  by  occujiying  it  in  force,  with 
detachments  in  every  buihling.  The  northwest  angle  is  entirely  o|ien 
to  attack,  as  nothing  but  a  slight  board  fence  is  erected,  and  just  here 
are  the  most  important  objects  to  defend — light  cannon,  rilles,  and 
ammunition. 

As  the  ordnance  buildings  have  been  built  without  reference  to  any 
defense,  they,  like  all  the  buildings  of  the  yard,  will  require  more  men. 
I  think  I'OO  men  woiiUl  make  good  the  defense  of  the  department  and 
iiOO  or  ()00  men  the  rest  of  the  ynrd. 
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It  Jiiay  not  be  easy  to  procure  tliia  force,  and  hence  siicli  as  can  l>e 
bad  shoiikl  be  cuiicentrated  us  luuch  as  i)08sible  on  tlie  most  imiMrtant 
points. 

To  tliis  end  I  liave  nearly  completed  the  withdrawal  from  the  yard 
nianii/ineof  the  ainmunitioii  there  Id  the  attic  of  the  main  buildings, 
which  ai.st)  contains  tlie  cannon  and  ritles,  of  which  there  ai'e  available, 
howitzers,  live  llipounder  snuMitli,  three  12  pounder  rifled,  and  about 
8tM»  tnuskets  autl  rifles.     I  would  snjj^cst,  therefore — 

1.  Withdiawal  from  general  magazine  of  all  the  powder  aud  trans- 
ferred lo  Foi  t  Washington,  the  niagaziue  being  too  far  from  the  yard 
aud  not  easy  of  defense. 

2.  Patrol,  by  day  aud  night,  about  the  northwest  angle,  by  marines, 
A  few  of  the  trusty  ordinary  men  to  sleep  in  the  main  ordnance 
building. 

3.  Itequire  200  able  seamen  from  the  receiving  ships  to  man  the  how- 
itzers antl  handle  the  rifles.  I  have  the  means  of  drilling  them;  they 
can  be  messed  aud  lodged  in  the  yard. 

4.  In  the  event  <tf  an  actual  attack  by  a  mob,  volunteers  can  be  had 
from  the  mechanics,  which  1  can  arm. 

C.  The  marines  at  the  headquarters  should  secure  the  streets  leading 
to  the  yard,  using  a  night  i)atrol;  if  forced  back  they  should  retire 
upon  (he  yard  iuid  not  <ui  their  barrairks.    There  is  much  of  detail  that 
can  be  arranged  at  the  time  and  which  I  therefore  omit  now, 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commamler. 
Captain  Bitchanan, 

Commanilant. 


Ordnance  Office,  T.  S.  Na^t'  Yard, 

WaKhiiuiliin,  Jununry  S3,  J6G1, 

Sir  :  In  furtherance  of  your  iustruetious,  I  have  caused  to  be  removed 
the  contents  of  the  yard  magazine  to  the  attic  of  the  main  building, 
together  with  the  best  arms  in  the  armory,  so  they  can  not  bo  reached 
by  force  until  the  defense  of  the  building  is  overpowered.  The  o]>er- 
atiou  has  been  conducted  .secretly  by  two  (rusty  men  at  dinner  hours 
when  the  other  men  are  absent,  and  I  believe  the  knowledge  is 
limited  to  them  and  the  two  clerks.  Whatever  small  amount  of  ammu- 
nition may  ;u.x-umulate  from  the  product  of  the  lalioratory  can  easily 
be  wetted  at  short  notice,  which  is  better  tiian  firing  it,  as  tlie  explo- 
sion might  damage  the  defense  of  the  maiti  building,  which  is  very 
near  it. 

1  now  oidy  need  about  1(K)  good  men  (prefer  seamen)  to  li'dd  this 
building,  Imt  tliey  should  have  sonu^  drill. 

Whenever  you  direct  me  lo  lay  communications  for  blowing  up  the 
main  magazine  1  shall  begin  to  do  so,  though  the  dist-iince  from  the 
yard  will  reuder  tlie  success  very  doubtful. 

A'ery  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

JNO.  a.  DAHX,aRF.N, 

Commander, 
Oaptain  F.  Buchanan, 

Commandant. 
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U.  S.  Navy  Yahd, 
Washington,  February  1,  1861. 
Genkbal  Order: 

111  t.lio  event  of  uii  attack  ui>on  tliia  navy  yard  by  a  mob,  X\\v.  tollow- 
iiig  order  will  lie  observed  by  the  ottieers  and  employes  roimeeted 
with  it: 

Tlie  main  eutraiice  to  tlie  yard  will  be  defended  by  Lieutenant  n.  D. 
Lewis,  in  eliarge  of  a  12-pouuder  howitzer  and  the  maiiuo  guard. 

The  east  eiitranee  will  bo  defended  by  Lieutenant  Simms,  in  ehargeof 
a  lli  ]iounder  howitzer. 

Tlio  west  entianeo  will  be  defended  by  Lieutenant  KusHell,  in  charge 
of  a  12j)ouuder  howitzer. 

Three  howitzers,  niuler  command  of  Lieutonanta  Wainwright  and 
Nelson  and  Guuner  Claphain  will  defend  the  ordnance  Imildiiigs  and 
west  side  of  the  yard,  all  nnder  eoinmand  of  Commander  I>ahlgren. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Fillebrown,  with  the  howitzer  of  the  Ana- 
cosHa,  as.sisted  by  Carpenter  Itainbow  and  Boatswain  Willmuth,  each 
iu  charge  of  a  howitzer  wilt  defend  the  lower  part  of  the  yard. 

The  marines  and  howitzers  will  be  concentrated  as  necessary  at  any 
point  where  their  services  may  be  leciuired. 

Commander  McBlair  will  see  this  order  executed  and  supcriuteud 
geueraUy,  under  my  directions,  the  defense  of  the  yard. 

Fbankn.  Bucuanan, 

Oommandant, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Xew  I'orifc, 
regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 

Navy  Department,  April  15,  1861. 
SiB:  The  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontait  is  under  orders  to  enter  the  port  of 
New  York.     You  will  direct  her  inimediately  on  her  arrival  to  proceed 
to  the  navy  yard  at  Washington. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wellbs. 
Commodore  S.  L.  Hreesr, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  charge  Ordjtance  Depart- 
ment, fiavy  yard,  Washington,  relating  to  the  decreased  force  in  that 
department. 

Oednanoe  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Y'abd, 

Washington,  April  15, 1861. 

StB:  There  are  twenty-six  i)erson8  in  this  department  absent  this 
morning.  I  utiderstaiid  that  this  arises  from  the  most  of  them,  if  not 
all,  having  been  mustered  into  military  service. 

It  is  with  no  little  ilitHculty  that  I  have  been  able  hitherto  to  supply 
with  howitzers,  etc.,  the  current  wants  of  the  service;  and  the  with- 
drawal of  so  many  of  the  best  hands  at  this  time,  when  I  am  ivcrually 
l»rei>aring  to  increase  the  number  in  order  to  meet  coutiugencies,  wiU 
be  almost  equivalent  to  a  suspeneiou  of  the  work. 
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It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  excase  from  military  duty  all  the 
men  eii)i>loye4l  in  this  department  who  may  prefer  this  duty  if  the 
nsnal  supplies  for  our  ships  of  war  are  to  be  furnished,  and  in  this 
respect  I  w»)nld  request  prompt  action. 

I  remain,  very  re8|>eftfnlly,  youi'  olietlient  servant, 

.I.NO.  A.  Dahlgeen, 
Commatuler,  in  charge  of  Ordnanct  Department  in  Yard. 

Captjun  Fka>klin  Bichanan, 

Commandant  C.  iS,  JV'ari/  Yard,  Wtmhinffton. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washingt4>n,  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  8, 

I'atcnev. 

Commandant's  Office,  Natv  Tabd, 

\y anhington,  April  19,  1S61. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Department  that 
the  U.  S.  S.  J'airnee,  Commander  Kowan  commanding,  arrived  off  the 
Washington  Arsenal  this  uioniing,  where  she  is  now  at  anchor. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  i-espectfuUy,  your  ol)e<lient  servant, 

l'UAK£N.  BUCUANAN, 

Commandant. 
Hoa,  GuJBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard^  Washington,  regarding  cauie  of  delay  in 
icork  of  Ordnance  Department. 

OOMMANDANT'S  OFFICE,  NAVY  TABD, 

Washington,  April  19,  1861. 
SiB:  I  beg  leave  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the  communication  I  laid 
before  you  a  day  or  two  since  in  reference  t<>  tlie  mechanics  of  this  yard 
serving  in  the  Army.  Very  important  work  is  delayeil  in  consequence, 
particularly  in  the  (Jrdnaiicc  lJei»artnient.  An  act  of  (Jongress  dated 
September  30,  1850,  prohibits  a  person  from  receiving  the  pay  for  i>er- 
forming  two  iluties  for  the  (Jovernment,  consequemly  I  can  not  pay  the 
men  as  mechanics  while  they  receive  their  pay  as  soldiers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Feankk,  Buchajs'an, 

Commandant. 
_  Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


I 


Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  April  19,  1861. 

Su£:   Send  the  Pocahontas  to  Washington  without  a  moment's  delay, 
with  all  the  marines  that  can  be  detailed.     Prepare  the  Harriet  Lane 
and  await  further  instructions. 
I  am,  sir,  respecttully,  etc., 


Commodore  Samiel  L.  Breese, 

Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  the  Volovel  Comman<hint,  V.  S, 
Marine  dnrpn,  to furni»h  ijuardfor  tlt^i  U,  «S'.  iS.  Aiincostia. 

Confldential.j  Navy  Department,  April  :io,  isiji. 

SiK:  Yon  will  send  a  guard  of  twt^nty  inarines,  fully  ecpiimK'd,  in 
cliiirj^c-  of  an  utlictM',  on  boaiil  tlie  AiKieontiii  tor  toiiiporary  service,  to 
b(!  |)infC'il  ill  clinrufi  <>f  the  cuimuaiKniig  otlirer  of  that  vessel. 
I  iiiii,  sir,  very  resiiecl  fully,  etc., 

GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  Naey. 
Coluuel  John  Harris, 

U.  8.  Marine  Corps. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  tlw  Xary  to  the  commaiulant  navy  yard,  Waith- 
infjton,  retfiirding  marines  and  Kupplies  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Amtcostia. 

Confidential. 1  Navy  Departatent.  April 30,  ISOl. 

mIR:  You  will  i>ermit  a  giiard  of  niiiiiiies  to  be])la<-e(lon  lioanl  of  the 
packet  vl/(«cfw/*rt  aud  furnish  Lienteiinnt  Fillebrowu  with  such  titlier 
assistance  in  men,  provisions,  aniiuiinition,  ete.,  as  will  enable  liini  to 
tarry  oat  his  instructions.  You  will  be  pleased  to  dispatch  the  vessel 
iuHuediately. 

Very  respeetfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nacy. 
Captain  F.  Bitchanan, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Fillebrown,  U,  S.  Navy, 
commandiny  U.  S.  S.  Anacostia,  to  prevent  ohstruetious  beiny  phcetl  in 
the  rotomac  Hirer. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  .1;»-i7  iv;,  j«W. 

Sir:  Yon  will  take  on  board  a  goard  of  twenty  marines,  proceed 
down  the  i'otoinac  to  tlie  Kettle  Bottom  Slioals, below  Alexandria, and 
protect  the  same  from  any  obstructions  in  the  channel. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nary. 
Lieatenant  Commaudiug  T.  S.  Fillebrown, 

Steamer  Anacostia.. 


I 


u 


Additionnl  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  TAeutenant  Fillehroicn, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Ano/coatia,  regarding  the  duty  of  that 
vessel. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  April  20, 1861. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  instructions  already  (<iven  you  will  take 
prizea  or  prisoners  if  you  meet  with  any  iuterfereuce. 
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Durinp;  the  day  you  may  pass  above  or  heloiv  this  locality  under  slow 
stcaui  ami  watch  all  suapicious  movemonts  and  at  ui^lit  aiiclmr  in  or 
near  the  shoals. 

If  y<iu  deem  it  necessary  rcimrt  at  any  time  to  the  l>epartuient 
through  the  coiniHaiidaiit  of  the  yard. 
I  am,  sir,  respecttiilly,  etc., 

Gideon  Wrlles, 

Secretary  Kavy. 
Lieutenant  Comutauding  T.  S.  Fillebrown, 

Hteamer  A7uico»tia. 


Letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reprexeniatires  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nary,  requesting  that  officers  of  the  Capitol  be  furnished  with 
revolvers, 

Washinoton,  April  20,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Can  you  let  ine  have  seventy-flve  navy  revolvers 
for  the  ofticers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
for  the  defense  of  the  Capitol t     We  shall  need  them. 

The  Secretary  of  War  promptly  let  me  have  rilles,  but  it  is  suggested 
that  the  navy  revolvers  mi^ht  be  uaefnl.  They  shall  be  taken  <-are  of. 
Please  let  bearer,  Mr.  Power,  Lave  the  order  if  you  agree  to  this  request. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  W.    FtiBNEY. 

Hon.  Mr.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Smith,    U.  S.    Army,   eommanHinfi   Department    of 
Washinffton,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  rcgartlinij  dispotiition  of  ves- 
sels seized  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Headqxtarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Wdsbitn/ton,  I).  C,  April  21,  18G1. 
Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  I  have  seized 
and  hold  under  guard  the  steamers  Baltimore,  Mount  Verwm,  Philadel- 
phia, ami  I'oichatan,  |>lyiirg  between  Aciuia  Creek  and  this  city.     It  is 
deemed  advisable  they  should  bo  sent  to  the  navy  yard. 

By  direction  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott  I  have  the  honor  to  request 
that  some  directioua  may  be  given  to  receive  these  vessels  at  the  Wasb- 
iiigtou  navy  yard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  Smith, 
Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  CommaHding. 

Hon.  Seouetauv  ov  the  Navy, 

Washington,  I).  G. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xnry  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Washii^- 
ion,  regarding  equipment  of  vessels  for  war  service. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  April  21, 1861. 

Sir:  The  steamers  Baltimore,  Mount  Vermm,  Philadelphia,  ami  Pow- 
hatan, having  been  seized  by  order  of  the  War  Department,  are  trans- 
'    "?</  t<)  the  Navy  Department. 
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Yoli  will  reniovi>  tbem  to  the  navy  yard  and  cause  thera  to  be  armed 
ami  t>f]ui|iiK'(l  for  war  service  witliout  delay. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(jiuko.n  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  F.  Buchanan, 

Nary  yard,  Washington. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Wajihinfitvn.  to  Commander  DahJijren, 
U.  S.  Nary,  vommamliny  Ordnanve  Dvpartmcnt,  reyardiny  eiiuipment 
of  steamerg /or  war  service. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  April  i^i',  1861. 
SiK:  The  mail  steamers  Baltimore,  Mount  Vernon,  Philadelphia,  and 
P(/*r/t((J^(ii,  having  been  turned  over  to  Ihv  commandant  of  tliis  yard, 
you  will  ])lea.se  to  have  them  etjuipped  for  war  service  forthwith,  iu 
conformity  to  my  verbal  iustruetions  of  thia  morning. 
Ue8j>ectfully,  etc., 

F.  Buchanan. 
Commander  DAnLGREN.  ot.r.. 


Repttrt  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  regarding  equipment  of 
vensehfor  war  service. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Waxhington,  April  H^,  1861, 
Sir:  The  steamers  i{rt/<imo)V,  .Vokh/  Vermtn,  Philailelphia,  siml  Pow- 
hatan have  been  received  at  this  yard,  as  directed  ni  your  letter  of  the 
1 21st  instant,  and  are  mooi-ed  alongside  tlie  wharf     Commander  Dahl- 
gren  has  been  directed  to  have  themei)ui|iped  for  war  service  forthwith. 
I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  very  reaiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FUANKN.   BlClIANAN, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


I  Hoi 


Report  of  commandant  wiry  yard,  Washington,  regarding  U.  S.  8, 

Anacostia. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wanhington,  April  23,  1861. 
Sin:  The  U.  S.  8.  Anacostia  left  this  yard  on  Saturday  evening,  the 
20th  instant,  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frankn.  Buchanan, 

CommandanL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
H  w  R — VOL  i 27 
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Order /rom  commnnilant  navy  yard,  Waxhi nylon,  to  Connniiniler  Dahl/jren, 
U.  S.  ydpy,  to  take  charije  of  the  dt/ennen  of  that  yard. 

Commandant's  OFFirE,  Navy  Yard, 

Wdxlihuiton,  April  :.^i',  JSOl. 
Sir:  As  I  Imvo  this  day  rfsifriicd  my  coiinnissimi  as  a  captain  in  the 
Navy  and  consiiltT  myself  only  temporarily  in  fiiniinand  id'fo,  yon  will 
carry  ont  all  tlie  itistnictioDs  yon  liaveiei'i'ivi'd  in  pre))ariii}i  tin' steam- 
ers lor  war  service,  as  directed  by  my  order  to  yon  this  morning,  ami 
snperintend  the  dcl'enso  of  the  yard  wlieii  necessary.  I  shall  not  take 
auy  part  in  the  defense  of  this  yard  from  this  date. 
Uespectfiilly,  et-c., 

F.  Buchanan. 
Commander  Dahlgren,  etc. 


Report  of  acting  commandaut  nary  yard,  Washington,  regarding  equip- 
ment of  retmels  for  war  service. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Washinoton,  April  32, 186J. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  the  coniinandaiir  of  the  yard.  I  have  to  report 
to  you  that  1  havt*  piepared  !he  steamer  Mmiiil  Vrnion  for  service- to 
receive  your  orders,  so  far  as  the  tidlowiiij;  extends :  A  32  pounder  with 
apiiliances;  a  breech-loading  ritle  for  cai:h  haiul  on  board;  a  pilot,  six 
bands,  seamen  to  operate  the  gun. 

I  have  also  directed  Boatswain  Willinuth  to  be  ready  to  take  the 
connnand  of  the  vessel  in  ease  the  Department  has  made  no  other 
arrangements. 

There  is  wanted  an  assistant  pilot,  a  corporal's  guard  of  Tnited 
States  troops  or  marines,  and  about  six  more  men  for  guard  duty  and 
defense. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  will  he  to  procure  pilots.  Several 
havealready  declined,  therefore  very  liberal  compensation  is  necessary, 
aud  I  have  otlered  the  jiilot  ol  the  Moiait  Vrrni>n  jiSJ  per  month,  which 
is  better  than  he  can  get  from  any  other  party  and  couteuts  him  |>er- 
tectly. 

There  are  provisions  for  ten  days  for  50  men;  water  for  the  same 
period. 

The  deficiencies  of  the  yard  in  many  respects  are  so  great  that  I 
shall  be  obliged  ti>  suitply  them  as  (piickly  as  itossihle. 

I  am  not  yet  informed  whether  the  men  in  tlie  yard  are  released 
from  militia  duty.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  e(pii])ineut  of  these 
Steamers  and  to  the  defense  of  the  yard  that  this  should  be  done  at 
once. 

As  soon  as  I  learn  that  the  resignation  of  Captain  liuchaiian  has 
taken  place  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  putting  the  yard  into  the  best  state 
of  defense  that  tlie  time  and  means  j>erniit. 

I  shall  be  ghul  to  have  your  full  directions  for  the  Steamer  and  will 
proceed  to  get  ready  the  other  three. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re-speetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  a.  D.VIIUiUKN, 

Acting  Commandant  of  I'ard. 

IIOU.   (iIDEON    WkLI.ES, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 
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Instructions  of  the  Secreiari/  of  the  .Vary  to  commandant  navy  yard, 
Washington,  regarding  reconnaissance  of  the  Potomac. 

Navy  Dei»autmknt,  April  22,  18G1. 
Sir  :  The  Department  is  jileased  to  learn  tliat  the  Mount  Vernon  is 
I     leady  fur  service.     Your  ofl'er  to  the  pilot  of  pay  is  apjiroved  for  t«m 
!     jiorary  duty.     Yon  will  eiit|)loy  a  Heeoiid  pilot  if  one  is  I'equired.     Dis- 
patfl)  the  steamer  under   the  eliarjje  of'  a  huatswaiit,  if  ito  reliable 
,     commissioned  oflieer  i-s  availahle,  with  orders  to  recontioiter  the  River 
Tototnae  and  render  a.ssistance  to  any  vessel  of  tlie  Federal  Govern- 
nieiit  re(|uirinj;  it;  observe  if  {runs  are  being  )ilaute<l  on  either  shore, 
and  retii!  II  in  one  week,  unless  by  some  cause  com|>elk'd  to  do  so  sooner; 
defend   the  vessel  against  assault,  as  well  as  others  of  the  Federal 
Government  requiring  aid. 

II  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 
G.  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  J.  A.  Dahloren, 

NuTy  Yard,  Washington. 


b 
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Report  of  Commander  Oillia,  U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
of  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  New  York  to  Washint/ton. 


U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Potomac  Ririr,  April  23,  1801. 
SnJ:  In  oomplianee  with  your  order,  through  Commandant  Breeae, 
reeeived  at  navy  yard.  New  Y'ork,  forenoon  of  the  luth  instant,  we 
hastened  sonje  repairs  of  damages  from  stress  of  weather  at  sea  during 
the  time  we  were  coaling  ship  and  left  eveuing  of  same  day  for  port  of 
destinatiou. 

Not  finding  a  pilot  oflF  or  in  the  Chesapeake  I  proceeded  on  uj>  the 
bay  by  soundings  and  bearings  of  lights  until  3  o'clock  a.  m,  Siinday 
morning.  After  anchoring  for  three  or  fonr  hours  in  tho  hope  of  seeing 
or  hearing  of  the  steamer  Baltic  we  got  underway,  stood  on,  and 
entered  the  i'otomac  Hiver.  No  pilots  to  bo  procured.  Anchored  at 
dark  and  again  this  morning  continued  up  the  river.  I  hove  to  a 
schooner  about  70  miles  from  Alexandria,  bound  to  Boston,  and  com- 
pelled her  master  to  come  on  board  this  vessel  ns  pilot.  We  will  reach 
the  arsenal  or  navy  yard  at  Washington  this  afternoon  ami  1  will  report 
in  person  as  directed. 

I  forward  herewith  passeil  Assistant  Hurgeon  Kitchen's  report  of  the 
decease  of  Jacob  Newhouse  (seaman). 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.Tno.  P,  Gillis, 
I  Commander,  U.  8,  Navy. 

Hon.  GrDEON  Welles, 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Commander  Gillis,  F.  S.  Nary, 
commanding  U.  S,  S.  Pcrnhontas,  regarding  the  duty  of  that  rensrl  in 
the  Potomac:. 

Oonlidential.]  Navy  Dev /iRTiUKiiT,  April  22, 1601. 

8iu:  \'ou  will  proceed  immediately  with  Uve  P«ea.VuwXtt*  fta'mw  >i>&» 
Potomac  as  far  as  the  White  llouse,  or  t\\oiett\>out6,\o  «.vivL«,  «>».l  "^'sas*^ 
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tliat  liii.s  troojis  or  iimnitions  or  provisions  for  tlie  cuemy  on  board;  to 
repel  iill  iittiifks,  iiml  to  tlisperse  all  hostile  gatbcriiigs  or  ])re|>:n-ation8 
that  may  be  discovereil,  il'  in  your  power,  aud  report  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

GiUEON  Wells, 

Hecrettirf/  S'ary. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  8.  S.  Pocahontas. 


Report  of  Covimnndtr  Ward,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  North 
Carolina,  rc(jttrdiiiti  proponed  ^\flyiiiy  flotilla"  /or  duty  in  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  and  its  tributaries. 

U.  S.  Keceivinu  Ship  Noinii  Carolina,  April 23,  1861. 

Sir:  1  huvo  the  houor  to  i)ress  upon  your  attention  an  organization 
I  propose  of  a  flyiiijr  flotilla,  to  bo  comptKsed  of  one  larger  and  two 
sm;ilk'r  steamers  and  three  light-draft  8ch»M»ners,  the  larger  steamer  to 
be  foiamauded  by  myself  (in  charge  also  of  the  whole),  the  two  smaller 
by  Lieutenant  D.  L.  Braine,  l^.  S.  Navy,  and  Mr.  Budd,  now  a  master 
in  the  V.  S.  Coast  Survey,  the  whole  to  draw  (loaded)  but  7  feet  of 
water;  to  carry  a  sufHeient  armament,  and  the  st«amers  to  be  very  faat. 
Every  arrangement  exists  for  immediately  ehartering  and  speedily 
e(]uippiiig  iho  light  tlying  force  with  a  view  to  service  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  its  tributaries;  to  interrupt  the  enemy's  communications; 
assuredly  keep  oiien  our  own;  drive  from  those  waters  every  hostile 
bottom;  threaten  all  the  points  of  a  shore  line  accessible  to  such  a 
force  exceetling  1,0W}  miles  in  extent;  protect  loyal  citizens;  convoy, 
tow,  transport  troops  or  intelligence  with  dispatch ;  be  generally  useful ; 
threaten  at  all  points,  and  to  attack  at  any  desire<l  or  important  one. 

For  the  particulars  I  refer  you  to  Master  W.  IJudd,  U.  S.  Coast  Sur- 
vey, bearer  of  this,  who  is  in  full  possession  of  the  details. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Ward, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Commaiuler, 


[Radonwumit.] 

Plan  commended  and  the  communication  forwarded. 

Sahijel  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 


Letter  from  the  St:cretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding 
detail  of  troops /or  the  de/ense  o/  the  nary  yard. 

Navy  Department,  April  23, 1861. 
Sib:  I  would  respectfully  request  that  a  corporal's  guard  of  United 
States  troops  be  detailed  for  the  defense  of  the  navy  yard  with  as  much 
speed  as  practicable.    They  will  report  to  Commander  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
who  has  assumed  the  charge  of  tlie  yard. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wellbs. 
Hon.  SruoN  Caueron, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xanj  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding 
detail  of  troops  for  the  dejfeime  of  the  naey  yard. 

Navy  Department,  April  23, 1861. 
Sib:  On  a  verbal  requisition  of  Coniinaii<ler  John  A.  Dalilgren,  I 
would  respwt fully  roqivest  that  at  least  a  battalion  of  reliable  troops 
be  ordered  at  oiico  for  the  protertioti  nf  tire  navy  yard. 

(Joiiimander  Diihlijreii  deems  this  protection  absolutely  neces.><jiry  for 
the  preservation  of  the  (loveriiment  prii]>erty,  and  I  would  express  my 
urgent  coucunence  and  that  tliero  should  be  no  delay. 
I  am,  sir,  respeettully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 
11  oil.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washint/t^n.  of  the  departure  from  that 

station  of  steamer  Mount    Vernon,  and  regarding  tneasures  for   the 

defense  of  the  yard. 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  April  23,  ISGI. 

Sir:  Conformably  with  your  orders,*  the  Mount  Vernon  left  this  yard 
about  midnifiht.  A  32  pounder  was  mounted  lorwanl  and  a  eoinple- 
nieut  of  breech  loadiuf*  rifles  fur  the  trew  were  put  on  board.  Having 
no  connnissionerl  otlicer  to  spare,  Boatswain  Willniulh  was  intrusted 
with  the  command.  (iunnerlCllis  volunteere<l  and  also  went.  Besides 
the  pdol,  engineer,  tiremen,  etc.,  there  were  four  marines  and  ten  men 
of  tlie  Ordnance  Department  sent. 

Tlifse  could  illy  be  spared  frtiui  the  defense  of  the  yard,  but  I  had  no 
alternative,  for  the  captain  i)r  the  volunteer  (_'()ni|)any  A,  Washington 
infantry,  tleelined  to  detail  any  of  his  men  for  this  service;  and  tbey 
refused  to  volunteer,  the  duty  being  out  of  Hie  District,  and  some  of 
the  men  considered  the  boat  unsale  or  that  the  gun  might  burst. 

Mr.  Willmuth  was  instructed  in  writing  as  directed  by  your  order. 
1  also  told  liim  to  communicate  witli  Fort  Washington  and  a.-^certain  if 
anything  was  needed. 

A  number  of  the  people  at  work  in  tbo  yard  left  yesterday.  The 
force  for  the  defense  of  the  yard  last  night  consisted  [ofj; 

Men. 

CoiiipBoy  A.  Ciiptain  Towers 76 

t'ompuiiy  C,  liiiiiiii  \'oliiiit<'er8,  C'apt.iiit  Miller 93 

C'(i!niiiiii.v  .\,  lierinuii  Turner  Rifles 10!) 

Mil  lines ...    S7 

Ordnance  Departmeut 34 

TutJil 348 

You  will  perceive,  however,  that  when  troops  are  at  liberty  to  discuss 
tbe  orders  and  even  to  refuse  obedience,  on  any  ground  whatever,  they 
are  no  longer  t<>  be  considered  as  eflectivc. 

One  of  tliese  coinjianies  left  the  yard  this  morning  witbout  permis- 
sion and  all  of  them  are  fed  outside  of  its  limits.  I  would  therefore 
recpiest  that  tbe  companies  now  on  duty  for  the  yard  may  be  relieved 
by  others  who  may  not  be  indisposed  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  the 
time. 


•  See  }>.  419. 
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Tliis  yard  is  of  importftnce,  not  only  because  of  its  furnisljing  the 
Navy  80  larjjely  with  naval  stores,  but  also  as  a  position  in  the  general 
defense  of  the  city.  Near  it  is  a  bri(lf;e  easily  reached  and  pas.sed 
whenever  an  attack  may  be  conduetttl  by  crossing  from  Alexandria,^ 
then  over  the  low  heiglits  ojipositc  the  yaid. 

1  sent  a  howitzer  with  ten  men  luid  a  howitzer  and  corporal's  gnan 
of  marines  to  guard  this  budge  and  fnuiid  llieTe  four  dragoons. 

The  companies  wei-e  dislrilmted  along  tlie  borders  of  the  yard,  which 
were  also  patrolled  by  a  strong  liody  ct  marines,     Cannon  were  planted 
looking  down  the  stream,  as  well  as  several  howitzers.     In  fact,  thi 
whole  force  was  on  the  alert  lor  any  e(»ntingency. 

The  /*()c«/((»W((>.' arrived  last  night  and  on  receiving  a  pilot  came  up 
and  anciiored  oil'  the  yard,  as  yon  are  already  aware  from  my  directing 
the  itfldcei'  wilh  <Jap(aiu  ( lillis'.s  reports  to  rleliver  (hem  to  you  in  person. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

Jko.  a.  Daulgren 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Fillehrown,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  8,  Aik 
costia,  regarding  a  reeonnoissance  of  the  Potomac  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Anaoostia,  Apr  a  i.'3, 18r,l. 

SiB;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  up  to  the  present  time  there  havS' 
been  no  obstructions  placed  in  the  channel  of  this  river  to  impede  navi 
gation,  neither  ciui  1  discover  any  semblance  of  batteries  or  earthworks 
in  the  course  of  erection  ou  either  bank  of  the  Potomac  between  the 
Lower  <  'edar  i'oiutaud  this  place.  A'ery  particular  attention  has  beea 
paid  to  these  matter.s. 

The  steamer  (ironje  I'tige  lies  moored  at  the  railroad  terminus  at 
Atjuia  Creek.  As  there  is  not  siittlcient  water  for  this  vessel  to  approach 
near  enough,  I  eau  not  say  if  there  have  been  any  defenses  erected  there 
or  not. 

Yesterday,  at  the  recpiest  of  Major  |J.  A.|  llaskin,  the  enmmander 
of  Fort  Washington,  I  took  the  steamer  ./crowic  alongside  and  convoyed 
her  to  the  Washington  Arsenal,  There  were  reasons  to  suppose  that 
she  wouhl  be  detained  at  Alexandria.  She  had  on  freight — 144  barrels 
of  guniiowder  and  other  stores  for  the  <ioveruinent.  I  also  convoyed 
a  large  schooner  laden  with  cement  and  other  matter  for  the  United  j 
States  Ca,pit<d.  | 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  that  I  have  no  pilot  that  can  carry  me  beh>w 
the  Lower  Cedar  Point,  my  regular  pilot  having  been  transferred  to  the 
U.  8.  !S.  I'dwnic  for  special  and  jiarticular  8<'rvice.  J 

In  conckision,  1  beg  leave  most  resjiect fully  tx)  request  that  at  leastl 
one  other  rcsponsilile  oHicer  be  ordered  to  this  vessel,  as  the  constant 
and  unremitting  attention  that  is  necessary  to  the  pro])er  execution  of 
my  orders  is  more  than  nature  will  stand.     1  have  not  laid  myself 
since  Thursday  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieuf  servant, 

Thos.  Scott  Fillerrom'n, 

Lieutenan  t,  Cum  ma  n  diny. 

Hon.  (iiDEoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Serretarii  <>/  the  Ndrjf  to  Commainler  GiUia,  r.  S.  Nai<y, 
commanding  U.  S.  H.  I'ocahonta«,  rtgardiny  convoy  duty  in  the  Potomac 
liiver. 

Con  till  initial,]  Navy  Depaetment,  April  23,  1861. 

Si  I! :  \Mien  your  ship  is  ready  for  servi(;e,  proceed  as  early  as  practi 

cable,  luiviiifj  tlie  tide  in  view,  and  anclior  somewhere  a  short  distance 
l)el(»vv  the  White  House,  as  you  were  direi'ted  by  my  dispatch  of  the 
lil'd,  and  await  tlie  ainval  of  tioo]f8  that  are  cominj^  up  the  I'Mtomae. 
Hlioiild  they  nut  arrive  before  the  steamer  rairnef  slial!  join  you,  then 
tdf^elhef  you  will  proceed  dowu  the  ii\er  until  tlie  exiiected  transports 
shall  be  met,  not  going  so  far  in  the  bay  as  (o  miss  seeing  them  in  tlieir 
passage.  When  met,  convoy  them  to  any  couveuieiit  pojut  of  laiidiug 
so  that  they  may  reach  the  capital. 

Bo  at  (juarters  at  any  point  where  a  battery  may  opeu  aud  do  yotir 
best  in  the  jierformance  of  the  duty  assigned. 
If  the  troops  do  not  appear  in  three  days  return  Uy  your  anchorage. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Xavy. 
(,'ommander  John  P.  Oillis, 

U,  H.  S.  Focahontas. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 
command iny  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  reyardiug  vonroy  duty  in  the  Potomac 
River. 

Confldeutial.l  Navy  Department,  April  23, 1861. 

SiiJ :  III  addition  to  the  instructions  already  given,  when  ready  to 
sail  >ou  will  join  t\w  I'ocahontaK  below  the  Wliite  House,  nidess  you 
meet  her  returning  with  the  steamers  for  this  I'ity,  and  go  down  the 
bay  until  tlietroo|)s  now  on  their  way  to  the  capital  are  met,  not  ven- 
turing so  far  in  the  bay  as  to  miss  seeing  them  and  not  remaining 
absent  more  than  three  days.  You  will  detain  everything  you  meet 
with  aims  aud  armed  men  and  bring  them  to  the  yard. 
1  aui,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nacy. 
Commander  Stephen  C.  Uowan, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Report  of  commandant  7iary  yard,  Wanhini/ton,  reyardiny  U.  S.  B. 

Keystone  titate. 

U.  8.  Navy  Yard,  WASHmoTON,  April  23, 1861. 
Sir:  The  Keyntone  state  is  alongside  the  wharf;  needs  a  snpjily  of 
hnrd  coal,  which  I  can  furnish,  and  s<ime  provisions,  which  I  regret  to 
say  are  very  short.  As  soon  as  1  took  the  command  I  reipiired  a  mod- 
erate quantity  lor  the  use  of  the  yard,  but  it  is  not  eaay  to  say  when 
they  can  be  obtained. 


Tlie  Bteumer  ha»  IIH  marines  to  disembark,  wLich  I  wilt  retain  ia 
yard  until  the  Dt-partim-ut  iiistruits  me  tiirtlier.    They  are  very  ni 
8<try  t't  it.sdefeii.se  aud  its  approaches  aud  will  relieve  a  coirespoiidii 
number  of  volunteers. 
The  I'airiitf  has  not  yet  been  able  to  get  up. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant., 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

CommamlaHt. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navg. 


Report  »f  commandant  nari)  yard,  Washington,  regarding  force  of  mart, 

at  the  yard. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Vabd, 

WanhingtoR,  April  24,  ISUl. 

Sib:  The  Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corp.s  did  me  the  hoiH 
to  eall  at  thm  otiice  this  morning  in  order  to  confer  npou  measures  tak^ 
in  reg:ird  to  certain  detachments  of  marines  which  i  had  detained  io 
the  yard.     1  did  this  under  the  supposition  that  I  was  authorizeil  so 
do  by  a  verbal  order  from  Commodore  Paulding.     I  learn.  howev« 
fniiii  Colonel  liarri.s  that  1  was  mistaken  and  that  Commodore  Paulj 
ing  did  not  intend  to  give  any  such  i>ermission. 

I  legret  having  made  this  mistake  and  lose  no  time  in  correcting  it 
by  returning  at  once  to  liead<|uarters  the  marines  so  detained.  Tbifl 
will,  of  course,  leave  me  with  some  forty  marines,  which  will  be  totald 
iniidi<iiinte  for  the  defense  of  the  yard.  Colonel  Harris  made  certail 
pro]»osiils  to  me  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  guard  which  are  OD 
duty  in  the  yiud,  which  I  conld  not  concur  with.  As  a  conseqaeacei 
shall  li;tve  but  forty  marines  in  the  yard  for  its  defense. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren.  j 

[Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy.\ 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  A'ary  to  Commander  OiUis,  U.  S,  NavjU 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  to  proceed  on  convoy  duty. 

Navy  Department,  April  34,  ISGI. 

Sni:  On  the  arrival  of  a  pilot  you  will  proceed  without  delay  do^ 

the  river  to  the  bay  to  convoy  any  vessels  that  may  be  bringing  trooi 

to  Washington  and  when  you  return  report  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wellbs., 
Commander  .1.  P.  (liLi-is, 

Commanding  I'ooahontuH,  Washington,  D,  0. 
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Additional  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Commander  Oillis,  U.t 
Xary,  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  regarding  coni'oy  duty. 

Confidential,}  Navy  Depaiitment,  April  i'5,  J861. 

Hut:  lu  addition  to  your  instructions  of  the22d  instant  you  will 
pleiised  to  pwceeti  down  the  Ptitomau  Lliver  to  its  mouth  and  ll'o| 
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theiifc  down  the,  (Jhesiipeako  Hay,  in  older  to  iiiterce(»t  traiisiHirt  ves- 
sels ladi'ii  with  trofips  imd  provisions.  You  will  inform  tliein  that  the 
War  Department  directs  that  they  reach  Washiiijrton  by  the  I'otomac 
Kiver  ami  not  by  way  of  Aniiaimlis.  Your  stay  in  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  will  he  limited  by  your  supply  of  coal. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

Gideon  \Vellk8, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commauder  J.  P.  GiLLis, 

Vommanditnj  Pocakonia«. 


Report  of  Commander  Jhthlgreit,    U,  S.  Navy,  transmittiiuj  minuU-n  of 
BiitifHitain  Will  ninths   ('.  6'.  Navy,  uleamer  Moiiiii  Vernon,  regarding 

cruise  of  that  resuvl. 

Navy  Yard,  Wasliingfon,  April  25,  {1861]—',)  a.  m. 
Captaiu  Dahlpreii  has  tlio  houor  toac(|Uiiint  theluniorable  Secretary 
of  tlie  Navy  with  the  arrival  of  tlie  Mount  Wnioii,  which  rejxjrts  the 
river  open  as  far  as  Cedar  Point,  the  exteut  of  his  trip.     No  signs  of 
battcricH  on  the  banks. 
Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  Boatswain  (GeorRel  Willniuth's  minutes. 

[John  A.  Dahlgken, 

Comnutiidant.] 
[Don.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary.  \ 

(Knolosare.l 

F.  8.  S.  MorNT  Vernon,  April  23,  1S61. 
At  11 :  30  left  the  wharf  at  navy  yard.  In  winding  steamer  our  stern 
struck  the  wharf,  daiuaping  rudder;  proceeded  down  river.  At  1:30 
a.  ui.  made  fast  to  wharf  at  Fort  Washington.  At  (i:3(t  a.  m.  left  the 
wliarf  and  steamed  donn  the  river.  At  9  a.  m.  fell  in  with  V.  S. 
steamers  I'awnei,  Keyxtone  State,  and  Anacontia,  under  comtnand  of 
Commodore  Paulding.    Boarded  /r(^»<f»ttej8^*<ean(lre|K)rted.   Heturned 

on  board  and  steamed  down  river.     At  12:;)(t  p.  ni.  came  to  anchor 

miles  from  Lower  Cedar  Point  light-ship,  light  ship  bearing  N.  E.  by  E, 
by  comyiass.  Shortly  after  coming  to,  saw  smoke  in  direction  of  light- 
ship. In  a  short  time  saw  a  boat  with  twenty  men  leave  the  light  ship. 
Shortly  after  the  boat  left  discovered  light  ship  on  tire.  Fired  ten 
rounds  from  muskets  to  bring  boat  to;  boat  took  no  notice  of  the 
musketry;  lired  a  shell  acr()ss  his  bow,  but  they  proceeded  on  and 
elli'cted  a  landing.  Meautinio  steamer  ./«mc«  Guy,  maueuveriug  iu  a 
suspicious  manner  and  (■ommuuicating  with  the  shore,  steamed  along- 
side and  hailed  her;  having  lady  passengers  on  board,  alhtwed  her  to 
proceed.  We  then  returned  to  light  ship,  lowered  a  boat  and  went 
alongside,  but  finding  her  a  perfect  wreck,  returned  to  steamer  and 
jiroceeded  to  Fort  Washington.  Conunander  of  fort  expecting  an 
attack,  concluded  to  remain  all  night.  During  the  night,  steamer  leak- 
ing badly,  kept  the  watch  at  the  pumps  all  night.  At  5  a.  m.  lit  tires, 
ready  for  a  start.  At  7 :  30  a.  m.  LI.  S.  S.  Anacostia  hove  in  sight.  At 
8:20  boarded  Aiiacostia  aiul  received  orders  from  captain  oi  Annrnsiia 
to  proceed  down  the  river.  Followed  instructions,  and  scrutinizing 
the  shore  on  both  sides  saw  no  signs  of  batteries.    At  11  a.  to..  \^^^»c»;&. 
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wreck  of  Lower  Cedar  Point  li*chtslii|);  jnoceeded  on ;  ascertained  that 
buoys  bad  not  been  reniovexl.  At  12:30  tmin-d  the  steamer's  head  up 
river.  At  2 :  oO  mustered  tlie  crew  ior  di  ill  and  small  arm  exercise,  also 
tar<ret  exercise.  At  3  p.  ni.  beat  tlio  retri'at.  At  5:30  p.  ni.  made  fast 
to  wharf  at  Fort  Washinttton.  Steamer  still  leaking;  bailly.  At  1 1 :30 
p.  ni.  boarded  a  susjiicious  schooner,  but  found  her  to  be  coal  loaded 
and  twenty-five  passengers  on  Inmnl,  bound  lor  Philadelphia.  Allowed 
her  to  proceed.  At  5  a.  ni.  started  lires.  At  7  a.  ni.  cast  ofl'  from  wharf 
and  steamed  up  river.  At  7:.'W  jtassed  the  U.  8.  8.  PocahonUiH;  gave 
her  instructions  concerning  llglit  ship,  buoys,  et«.  At  8: 30  a,  uj.  made 
fast  alongside  T".  S.  S.  l'owh<iUin. 

[Geo.   WlLLMtlTH.] 


Rejiort  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Wcuihinfjton,  of  the  movementa  of  U.  8. 
gteamerg  Anacoatia  and  Mount  Vernon. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washinffton,  April  i'5,  18C1. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Anacnxtia,  Lieuteuaut  Commanding  Fillebrown, 
returned  to  this  yard  yesterday  evening.    The  Mount  Vernon  returueii 
this  nioniing. 

I  liavc  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlouen, 

Cummandant. 
Ibiii.  (JiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


rdtrof  the  Secretary  of  the  yary  to  Lifutenani  Fillehrotcn,  U.  8.  Nary, 
commanding  U,  S.  S.  Anacontiu,  to  proceed  dotcn  the  Potomac  Hirer. 

Navy  Depaktment,  April  35,  1861. 
You  will  beplnased  to  direct  Lieutenant  Commanding  Fillebrown  to 
])roi.'ccil  itown  the  INitomac  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  following 
the  insti-uctiuus  of  the  Department  of  the  20th  instant  in  all  their 
details. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nary. 
Commander  .Tohn  A.  Dahlgben, 

Nuty  Yard,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Report  if  commandant  nary  yard,  Wtisliingtoit,  regarding  U.  S,  8. 

Anavostia. 

Commandant's  office,  Navy  Yard, 

Waiihington,  April  2'>,  1861. 
SiK ;  Tlie  U.  S.  S.  Anacostia,  Lieutenant  ( "ommanding  Fillebrown,  has 
just  left  this  yard,  2  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  y<nir  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dauloken, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  connnandnnt  navy  yard,  Wuvh- 
im/fon,  to  diHpatch  n  ressel  dotcn  the  I'otonMv  to  convey  Department's 
intttnictioiui. 

Navy  Department,  April  2'j,  iSfil. 
SiE:  Yon  will  be  pleased  to  dispiitch  with  us  little  delay  us  j)o.ssil>le 
the  steamer  Mount  Icrnon,  and  if  not  in  ('ou<iili>in  lu  sail  one  of  the 
otliei  steaniera  ret'eutly  seized  by  the  (Jovernment,  traiisferiiitj;'  to  her 
ilieollieers  and  men. 

You  will  direct  her  commanding  oflRcer  to  proceed  down  the  river 
until  he  meets  the  Pocahontan,  when  he  will  deliver  the  instructions 
sent  herewith. 

If  you  liiid  It  necessary  to  employ  an  additional  engineer  you  can 
detain  either  Mr.  Morns  or  Mr.  Miuld,  of  the  steamers  I'hiladelphia  and 
BnUimore. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GujEON  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 
Commander  John  A.  Dahloren, 

Commandant  Nai'y  Yard,  Waxhintfton. 

P.  S. — Yon  will  also  be  pleased  to  send  one  or  more  jiilots  to  be  placed 
on  board  the  I'ovahontas  for  the  use  of  the  tranaiKjrts. 


Report  of  commundatit  naty  yard,  Washington,  regarding  employment  of 

pilots. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  April  :i5,  1861. 
SrR:  It  would  bi'  highly  conducive  to  the  puldic  interests  to  have  at 
all  times  within  the  call  of  this  yar<l  a  supply  of  Potomac  Hiver  pilots. 
I  therefore  respectfully  retiuest  the  autliority  of  the  Department  to 
emphty  a  sufficient  number  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  service  here  at 
this  time,  the  ]iay  to  be  from  )i<;>(l  to  $N(l  per  mouth,  according;  to  value 
of  service;  there  are  two  here  now  whom  I  would  wish  [toj  employ  at 
once. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgben, 

Vovtvtandant. 
ITon.  OiDEON  AVelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Seeretury  of  the  Nary  to  commandant  naoy  yard,  TFa^A- 
ington,  regarding  pilots. 

Navy  Department,  April  25, 1861, 
Sir:  Iu  accordance  with  your  request  the  Department  has  employed 
six  pilots  lor  the  Potomac  Itiver,  who  will  be  kept  in  readiness  for  ser- 
vice when  recpiired. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Commander  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Washington. 

[Names  o/;u7o/8.]— Captain  Mitchell  (old  nv.\\\\,  S.-^^.  \V\"«ssv,,^.^. 
Pearson,  II.  IJayne,  Itobert  Walter, Uo\«,vVa,. 
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Report  of  commandant  nary  yanl,  Washington,  regarding  morements  of 


of  CO 

O.s, 


sfeamerK  Anacostin,  Powhatan,  and  Mount  I'ernon. 


Commandant's  Office,  Navv  Yaku, 

}Vniihi)u/ton,  April  20,  ISGI. 

SlU:  Tlie  U.  S.  S.  AnacoKtia  and  also  tlio  mail  Ktcaiiier  I'oxrhatan  left 
this  yartl  yesterday  evening  niid  pntceedrd  ditwn  tlie  river. 

The   Mount   Vermm  is  uow  iii  the  railway  dock  undergoiug  some 
repairs. 
I  have  the  bouor  to  be,  very  respecjtfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.Inc.  a.  DaiilctUen, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  (riDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Jiiport  of  Commander  filJlig,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahon- 
tas, rcjiardiny  the  morementu  of  that  rcsxrt  in  the  Potomac  River  and 
Chempeake  Hay. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Of  the  Mouth  of  Potomac,  April  26,  1801. 

Siu:  On  receipt  of  your  order  oti  the  rveiiing  of  tlic  24th  we  left  in 
thirty  minutes  tlie  navy  yard,  Washington,  and  owing  to  the  stupidity 
of  the  pilot  (whom  I  had  eautionetl  b<'r<)ie  leaving)  gntuiided  hard  oppo- 
site the  arsenal,  i  sent  to  eo'iiuiandaiit  ot  iiavy  yard,  reifuesting  the 
Powhatan  sent  to  our  assistance  by  high  tide  on  the  itdlowiiig  niorning', 
Laving  used  all  exertions  with  onr  crew,  which  had  been  hard  worked 
since  4  o'clock  a.  ni.  of  same  day.  With  tlie  assistance  of  the  Powhatan 
at  ()  a.  m.  L'.Tih  we  got  atloat  and  proceeded  down  the  river,  closely 
ob.serving  lis  banks;  no  otlensivo  deinotistiatioiia  were  seen.  Light- 
boats  on  the  river  P.  |  Potomac]  and  at  Smith's  Point  taken  away;  a 
uumber  o\  the  buoys  gone. 

(lOt  underway  at.  ilaylight  {2<ith)  and  ran  down  tho  Chesapeake  Bay 
to  opposite  Wiudmill  Point,  where  we  b(»ard<'d  the  ship  Martha  Whit- 
more,  from  Baltimore,  liouiid  to  Liver])ool.  Iler  master  inlbrnicd  me 
that  I  luce  large  sea  steamers  and  a  brig  of  war  in  tow  were,  at  anchor 
oil'  (lie  Potomac  yesterday  {2oth)  at  noun;  that  they  ciuitaiiied  troDjJs 
and  I'assed  on  up  toward  Annapolis.  A  large  sea  steamer  ]>assed  down 
the  bay  on  the  21th;  another  yesterday  abiuit  3  \>.  m. 

Upon  receiving  this  iulbrmatioii  1  immediately  stood  nj*  the  Chesa- 
peake, intending  to  proceed  as  far  as  Annapolis,  trusting  to  your 
approval  (d  my  cjiurse,  believing  it  the  desire  of  the  (ioveriimeiit  to 
have  the  troops  brought  to  Washington  by  way  of  the  Potomac  Hiver. 

At  meridian,  2(tth.  received  your  order  of  the  25th  by  Liiiitenaiit 
Sprost4Mi,  of  Powhatan,  as  wo  were  passing  the  Potomac,  and  to  fullill 
the  spirit  of  your  in.strnctions  will  proceed  to  Annai)oli8  to  comimuii- 
cate  with  theconnnanding  <illWer  of  the  troops  if  there. 
1  am,  respect  I  ully,  sii-.  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno,  p.  Gillis, 
Commander,  U.  8.  A'avp. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretory  of  the  Xavy,  Waahinyton,  D.  0. 
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Report  of  lAvuienant  Fillcliroicn,   U.   S.  Nav;/,  commaniluuj   U.  8.  8. 
Anacontia,  of  the  cruise  of  that  vcMsel  in  the  Potomac  River. 

U.  S.  8.  Anacostia, 

Wanhiniiton,  April  36,  1861. 

Sir  ;  1  have  the  Jionor  to  report  that,  yesterday  afternoon  I  iirocetMle d 
down  the  t'ottiniar.  un(ler  slow  sU'iun  as  tar  as  t)iTU(jnan,  keeiiiii};  -a 
htriet  lookout  to  both  sides  of  the  river.  I  could  not  discover  that  any 
earthworks  were  being  thrown  iiii  or  batteries  erected,  neither  eould  I 
detect  any  suspicious  movemeuts  on  the  part  of  vessels  or  persons  ou 
shore. 

This  morning  at  daylight  1  proceeded  down  to  about  5  miles  below 

Maryland  Point  {5U  miles  from  tbis)  without  discovering  anylliiiig  to 

"attiart  my  attention,  except  that  on  passing  Aquia  Creek  I  noticed 

that  the  steamer  (leonje  I'aiie  had  left  her  moorings  at  tlie  wharf.     My 

impression  is  tliat  she  has  jiroceeded  u]>  the  creek  to  avoid  seizure. 

On  my  return  I  dis]jatched  a  reliable  per>4on  to  the  VVhite  Uouse 
Bhitl  to  asteitain  if  any  fortifications  were  in  progress  at  tluit  |>()int. 
Alter  a  careful  reeonnoissauce  he  reports  none  whatever.  A  battery 
on  this  [loint  woulil  command  the  approach  to  it  for  more  than  :5  miles, 
and  vessels  of  more  thau  12  feet  draft  can  not  jiass  more  than  three- 
eighths  of  a  mile  from  it.    The  deepest  water  is  near  the  bhilf. 

On  passing  Fiu't  Washington  1  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  ciimmander  thereof  with  the  view  of  conveying  such 
dispatches  or  informatiou  as  he  may  wish  to  transmit  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

On  passing  Glymont  I  was  boarded  by  Captain  [D.)  Pierson,  of  the 
scliotiner  .iohn  McAilam,  of  St.  George,  Me.,  who  claimed  my  protection. 
He  reports  that  he  was  ordeie<i  by  citizens  of  Charles  County,  Md.,  to 
leave  that  place  or  his  vessel  would  be  burned  to-night.  Ilia  cargo 
consisted  of  timber  destined  for  the  U.  8.  navy  yard,  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  and  has  other  freight  to  take  from  the  navy  yard  here.  I  took 
him  in  tow  and  anchored  him  under  the  guns  of  the  fort. 
I  am,  very  resitectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos,  Scott  Fillebeown, 

Lieutenant,  Command im/. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington^ 
regarding  steamer  rhiladelphia. 

Navy  Department,  April  26, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  cause  the  steamer  P/u/odcipAia  to  proceed  immediately 
to  Fort  Washington  with  stores. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  WaMngUm. 
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Order  of  vommnnthiut  mi  nj  yard,  Washington,  to  Lieutenant  RugseH,  U.  if. 
Nary,  reyardiny  tranxportation  of  stores  to  Fort  Washington, 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yaed, 

Wniihinglon,  April  36,  1861. 
Sre:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  steamer  Baltimore,  now  at  this, 
yard,  aiul  i)rocecd  with  her  to  Fort  Washington,  taking  such  stores  aaj 
will  be  put  on  board,  ivc<'oini)iinied  by  a  list  of  the  same. 

You  will  stop  at  the  Washington  Arsenal  and  take  such  stores  as  may 
be  rea<ly  there  for  the  same  place. 
RespL'ttfiilly,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dahlgeen. 
Liouteuant  John  H,  IIussell,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  the  fierretary  of  the  Nary  to  commandant  nary  yard,  Netr  Fork, 
detailinfi  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  ^aey,  and  other  officers  for  duty  in 
the  proposed  ^'Jiying  fiotiUa.''^ 

Nav\'  Department,  April  a?,  1861. 
8iE  •  Yon  will  be  pleased  to  detail  for  special  duty  Commander  James 
H,  Ward  and  Lieutetiiiiit  D.  L.  Braine  to  carry  into  effect  the  expedi- 
tion proposed  in  the  communication*  of  Commander  Ward  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  lilid  iiisiant. 

Master  lUidd,  of  the  ( 'oast  Survey,  has  beeu  detached  from  that  duty 
an<l  will  he  coiuiected  with  tin;  expedition.  In  the  further  completion 
of  II  Hying  flotilla  you  will  he  governed  by  the  details  set  forth  in  the 
i'omnuiuication  above  cited  and  you  will  afford  every  facility  to  these 
officers  to  expedite  the  same. 

You  direct  these  oflicers  on  their  arrival  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
l)eake  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  G.  J,  Peudergrast  or  the  senior  officer 
of  the  squadron. 

I  am,  very  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Samuel  L.  Breese, 

Vommandaut  Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn. 


Report  of  commandant  nff'ry  yard,  Wanhington,  regardinff  movements  of 

I'niied  Sfiilen  resucls. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yaed, 

Wtmhinf/ton,  April  27,  1861. 
8iR:  The  steamers  Anftcosd'rt  and  Poirhatmi,  w-hich  went  down  the 
river  on  tiio  '2.'>th,  returned  to  this  yard  last  night. 

The  Baltimore,  which  left  .yesterday  evening  for  Fort  Washington, 
returned  this  niorniTig  after  lauding  the  stores  she  took  down. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Jno.  a,  Dahlgren, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SetTeiary  of  the  Navy. 

•  See  p.  420. 
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Instruciions  of  the  Secretar;/  of  the  Nan/  for  Lieutenant  Fillebroirn,  U, 
A'.  Xnri/,  vomwaHdinff  U.  S.  S.  AiiacOKtia,  for  a  recontioisKtince  in  the 
I'otowar  River, 

Navy  Departmknt,  April  ^t,  jshj. 
Sir:  You  will  order  Lieutenant  OomuiandtT  Filk'brown,  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Aiiaeoittiii,  to  procfcd  with  all  disjiatch  tlown  tlie  Potoiiiiic 
Itivfr  to  tho  W'liitf  House  (ir  tliert-aboat.s  and  U)  make  a  careful  exam- 
luatioii  Willi  relereuce  to  tire  ereetiuti  of  batteries  on  shore  or  aiij' 
snpiKised  ho.slrle  }ratheriugs.  Yon  will  aluo  direct  liini  after  the  fullill- 
nieiit  of  lliis  onler  to  return  to  Washiiifrton  with  as  little  delay  as 
jTOSsible,  aud  you  will  report  his  arrival  t<»  the  Departutent. 
I  am,  very  respet'tfulty,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiDKON  Welles. 
Commander  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commawiant  Navy  Yard,  Wa«hintiton 


Report  of  commandoiit  navy  yard,    Wanhinyton,  regardiny  repl-arement 
of  Itvoyii,  on  Kettle  Bottom  Shoaln. 

CoMMANnANT'S  OFFICE,  NaVY  YaRP, 

Wimhinytnn,  April  S7,  i.s'tfi. 
Sir  :  The  pilots  report  to  me  that  the  bmiys  on  the  Kettle  lUittoni  in 
the  Potomac  River  have  been  taken  away  aud  that  it  will  bo  ditHciiIt 
for  a  vessel  of  any  size  to  pass  that  iilaee  without  such  marks  of  the 
cbannel.  I  thereforerespeetfully  suggest  that  one  of  the  river  steamers, 
Willi  ouo  or  more  pilots,  be  sent  down  to  repliico  the  buoys  in  question 
immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ilNO.  A.  Dauluken, 

VommundHnt, 

Hon.  (iiDKON  Welles, 

Secretav}/  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  nary  yard,  Washing- 
ton, regarding  repla-cement  of  buoyn. 

Navy  Hepartmknt,  April  37,  ISdl. 
Sir:  Iu  compliane*  with  yonr  suggestion  in  your  letter  of  this  date, 
yim  will  be  pleased  to  dispatch  one  of  the  rivei"  steamers,  with  one  or 
more  pilots,  to  replace  and  protect  the  buoys  lately  removed  from  the 
Kettle  Hot  torn  Shoals.  If  necessary  the  steamer  will  remain  two  or 
three  days. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  .Ton>'  A.  DAHLnREN, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Watihington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Wafihington,  transmitting  reports  of 
conimandintj  oJJIieerH  of  I'.  S.  uteamers  I'ocahontas,  I'oichatan,  and  Balti- 
more, regarding  cruiseH  of  those  ve^nels  in  the  I'otomac  liieer. 

Navy  Yaru,  Washington,  April  sc  [2Sf],  1R61. 
Sir:  I  enclose  liercwitli  the  reports  of  t-aptaiii  Gillis,  from  the  Poca- 
hontas, ot  Lieutenant  Sprostoii,  from  the  I'nwfiatan.  and  of  Ijietiteiiaiit 
Russell,  from  the  BdUitnnrc. 

It  appeara  that  t!ie  ordinance  stores  at  the  arsenal  were  not  all  ready 
for  transportation  when  the  Baltimore  touched  there  and  con,se<iuentIy 
were  not  sent  to  tlio  fort.  Tiie  I'oirbatim  and  Baltimore  are  both  at 
dis]>osal  for  this  purpose  if  the  Department  desires. 

I  havt-  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgrkn, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weij.es, 

Heir  I  tar y  of  the  Nary. 

[RncliMinrMi.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Off  Month  of  Potomac,  April  37,  lSf;i—li?:o'0  p.  m. 

Sib:  Aft«r  a  short  chase  and  firing  two  guns  we  have  intercepted 
the  transport  Bienville  with  550  liliode  Island  troops  oti  board  for 
WaHhinj,^ton. 

Directed  her  to  proceed  up  the  Potomac  to  navy  yard.  Two  of  the 
pilots  we  received  from  Powhatan  provinj;  ineflllciciit,  and  admitting 
they  were  only  capable  for  vessels  of  10  or  12  feet  from  Maryland  Point 
up,  I  took  the  lead  in  this  vessel  and  will  convoy  the  transport  to 
Wiishinpton. 

Cotnnnuiicated  this  forenoon  with  U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  Lieutenant 
Braiiic,  (andj  Captain  Eagle,  U.  S.  Navy,  on  board  witli  dispatches  for 
Waslntifjton  via  Annapolis.  Continued  on  np  the  Potomac  until  dark, 
when  we  aiiclioreil  for  the  night,  BicnriUe  in  coinjiany;  had  an  inter- 
view with  Lieiiten.ant-Colonel  |r).  T,|  Pitman,  commanding  the  troops 
on  hoard  transport,  and  learned  tliat  4,()00  volunteers  in  New  York 
await  transportation, 

Tlie  l'arl;er)tl)U)ii  sailed  on  Wednesday  with  Albany  troops,  the  Kill 
7'<')i  Kull  on  Tliursday,  iu  company  with  the  Montivello.  She  had  siip- 
l>]ies  and  material  for  reiKiiriiig  railroad  from  Annapolis. 

April  ^N,  10  a.  m. — Having  overhauled  the  Daylight  near  Alexandria, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  iny  arrival  off  the  arsenal,  Washington,  con- 
voying the  two  transports  mentioned,  witli  about  SWt  tr()opR.  In  a 
foruier  letter  I  advi.sed  you  of  having  directed  the  Dtiylight  to  proceeil 
up  the  I'otomac;  with  tlie  recruits  for  Seventh  Uegimcnt,  New  York 
State  Militia. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  (tILLIs, 
Commander^  V.  IS.  3'ary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tite  Navy, 

10  a.  m. — ^The  Jiiennllc,  with  Rhode  Island  troops,  is  anchored  off"  tho 
arsenal  waiting  permission  to  laud  her  troops  at  the  point.  The  I'oca- 
hontas is  at  anclior  ott'  [the]  navy  yard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Vommander,  U.  K  Navy. 
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U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  April  27, 1801. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  lionor  of  reporting  the  arrival  of  the  Powhatan  at  the 
navy  yard,  Laving  left,  the  same  in  obedieuce  to  instructions  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  li')th  iiistaut,  Steamed  down  the  Potomac,  8j)eakiiiK  the^lwa- 
coHliii  ofl'  Freestone  Point,  and  anchored  at  niidnij^ht  below  Maryland 
Point.  It  was  here  that  1  discr>vered  haviup;  in  my  possession  orders 
for  the  Anai'oxtia,  which  I  much  rej^retted,  as  distance  and  time  pre- 
clnded  my  steaminp  back  to  deliver  them. 

At  (hiylisht  weifihi'd  aiK'hor  and  continued  down  stream,  noting  the 
fconditJ()n  of  the  channel  buoys,  more  especially  in  that  section  of  the 
stream  styled  Kettle  ijottom.  Both  liffht-hoats  had  been  dostroye<l, 
the  stem  piece  of  one  being  visible  above  water.  The  lower  can  buoy 
and  stakes  in  ])ositlon ;  those  above  jjone.  Neither  goinp  nor  returning 
M'ere  there  any  appearances  <)f  batteries  beinj;!;  erected  at  Cedar  or 
other  points;  found  also  the  lijjht  boat  niissint^  off  Smith's  Point  and 
learned  from  ascliooner  master  that  it  hud  been  towed  inshore.  When 
5  miles  beyond  tlie  muntli  of  the  river  made  out  tlie  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas 
steaminn  nj)  from  the  southeast;  stood  foi-  her  and  communicated  with 
Captain  (lillis,  delivering  to  him  the  three  pilots  sent  down  in  my  charge 
as  directed. 

The  exjieeteil  trausports  havinp  procee<led  up  the  bay,  even  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Pofahontan,  I  suggest*^!  to  Captain  Gillis  the  utility 
of  the  Poirhatan  accompanying:  him  to  Annapolis,  to  which  he  assented, 
but  on  a  comparison  of  coal  and  distance  it  was  doubtful  if  the  former 
■would  hold  out  the  required  time.  Since  then  by  experimenting — i.  e., 
•working  expansively  in  eonn'.'ctioii  with  the  cut-otT — a  much  less  con- 
sumption of  coal  has  been  obtained  and  a  fair  rate  of  speed  maintained. 

WLile  in  company  with  the  Poaihoniitit  a  bay  steamer  appeared  in 
sight  standing  to  the  northward.  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Captain 
Ciillis,  I  steamed  down  to  her.  She  proved  to  bo  the  Belriderc,  from 
Ifichniond,  bouml  to  Baltimore,  cotton  and  tobacco  as  freight.  Ordered 
the  captain  to  lioist  his  colors  and  fo]|()W  in  my  wake.  A  boarding  otti- 
cer  was  sent  to  her  from  the  Pocahontan  and  she  soon  after  kept  on  her 
course. 

Stood  in  for  the  Potomac,  passing  Point  Lookout  at  4  p.  m.;  Poca- 
hontas when  last  seen  standing  up  the  bay. 

Heaehed  the  Kettle  Bottom  Channel  after  dark,  but  the  pilot  (Cap- 
tain Walter)  took  the  steamer  throngh  safely  and  I  reached  the  navy 
yard  at  2:'M  a.  ni. 

Enclosed  are  the  dispatches  of  Captain  OUlis;  also  the  orders  for  the 
Anacostia, 

Tou. 

EHtiroat«d  coDsuiiiptioD  of  coal  during  the  steamer's  absence 19 

Ou  baud  at  time  of  departure 36 

In  the  tiankera 16 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  Glendv  Sproston, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commander  John  A.  Dahlgben,  U.  8,  Navy, 

Commanding  Xapy  Yard,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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Navy  Yabd,  WAsnrxGTON,  April  37,  JStit. 
8lR:  In  ulieilifence  to  yonr  order  of  the  2*ith  iDstant  I  took  charf^e  of 
the  wteariier  lialtimore,  and  after  receivinjj  on  Itonrtl  700  24  itountlcr 
shot  and  four  boxes  of  aminiinitioti  prtM-e«le<l  with  her  to  Fort  W»sh- 
in(;ton,  etoi>|>inj;  at  the  Wa-shiun^on  Arsenal  and  taking  in  six  boxes  of 
hand  grenades. 

Aft^r  Iaiidiii)rstore8at  11:30  p.  m.  returned  t4)  this  place.  Tberewas 
a  Hat  boat  an<'iiored  underthe  >raiis  of  the  fort  toutaiiniig  thepropei-ty 
of  a  {(entleman  from  \'ir(;inia,  who  had  been  driven  off  his  pliioe  Ele 
waj*  dexirouh  of  reiicliing  \Va«ihiiif.'ton  if  the  (Jovernnient  would  allow 
one  of  the  stejimerH  to  tow  him  by  Alexandria. 

The  upi>er  work  of  the  Baltimore  was  slightly  injured  in  going  aIoDg<^ 
Bide  of  the  arsenal  wharf. 

Very  re8i)ectfally,  your  obe<Iient  servant, 

Jno.  n.   RCSSELL, 

Lieutenant,  U,  H.  Navy, 
Commander  John  A.  Dahlgben, 

(jirntmamUint  Xary  Yard,  Washington. 


rdcr  of  commandaiit  nary  yard,  Washington,  to  Lieutenant  Morrig,  I~.  S. 
Navy,  rtj/arding  transportation  of  Htore»  to  Fort  Washinf/ton. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yaed, 

Washington,  April  27,  1S61. 
Sir:  You  will  take  chargo  f>f  the  steamer  Philadelphia  and  proceed 
to  Washington  Arsenal  and  take  on  board  snch  stores  as  may  be  ready 
there  for  Fort  Washington.  Let  me  know  if  you  expect  to  be  detained 
ail  night.  Proceed  then('e  to  the  fort  and  after  landing  the  stores  return 
to  the  arsenal  with  anything  that  may  have  to  be  brought  to  it.  After 
executing  these  orders  return  to  this  phice  and  report  to  me  in  writing. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben. 

liieut^mant  Commanding  G.  U.  MoRKis,  etc. 


Order  of  the  commandant  nary  yard,  Wanhington,  to  TAniienant  Morrig, 
U,  A',  Nary,  to  tranxport  nlorcs  to  Fort  Wiishington. 

Commandant's  OPFirK,  Nayy  Yard, 

W<iskin/it(»i,  April  ;V,  7W7, 
Sir:  I'roc^ed  immediately  with  the  steamer  I'hiladeliihtu  under  your 
command  to  Fort  Washington  with  stores. 
Ueei>ectfuUy,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dahlgben. 

Lieutenant  Conmiaudiug  George  U.  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy. 


^ 
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Report  of  commandant  navy  ynni,  Wtmhimjton,  transmitting  rt^nrt  of 
Lieutenant  FilMirown,  U.  S.  Nanf,  cummuniUnij  U.  .V.  8.  AnaM>gtia,  of 
the  examination  of  yVhitis  Haute  liinjf. 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  April  38, 1861. 
Sir:  I   enclose  herewith  the  rc|iort  of  cnntniiiiKler  of  Aiutconiia, 
ft-oin  which  iL  will  be  perceived  that  the  White  House  lUull'  is  so  far 
uJioccu|)iud. 
I  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  reapwtt'uUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlguen, 

Comma}ulant, 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

t^ecretary  of  the  Nary, 

1*.  S. — I  would  rt'sjieetfully  suggest  that  one  of  the  river  steamers  be 
kept  ill  motion  aioug  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  the  most  important 
points. 

[EnclOHiira.] 

U.  S.  S.  Anacostla, 

Washington,  April  28,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  order  of  yesterday 
has  been  strictly  obeyed. 

At  daylight  this  morning  I  sent  an  officer  on  shore  to  make  a  careful 
exainiiuition  of  White  House  Blnfl"  and  vicinity.  On  his  return  he 
rei)(»rtetl  that  he  had  carefully  examined  the  whole  length  of  the  blull', 
including  the  site  of  the  old  works,  and  saw  no  signs  of  any  force 
having  beeu  there.  There  were  no  hoof  marks  iii  the  clay  or  tracks  of 
wheels. 

He  ascertained  from  persons  on  t!ie  l>eacli  that  about  fifty  men  from 
the  back  country  had  been  there  last  week,  but  they  had  no  implements 
for  thiowing  up  breastworks,  and  after  a  short  stay  they  disappeared. 
Very  respectfully,  youi*  obedient  servant, 

Tbos.  Scott  Fillebrovfn, 

Lieutenant,  Vommaiuling. 
Commander  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Vummandavl  Nacy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  regarding  movements  of 
re«Heh  to  and  from  that  yard. 

COITMANDANT'S  OFFICE,   If AVY   YARD, 

Washington,  April  28,  1861, 

Sir:  The  steamer  Philadelphia,  which  went  down  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton with  stores  from  this  yard  and  the  arsenal  yesterday  evening, 
returned  to  theyartl  during  the  night. 

The  AnacoHlia,  which  went  down  the  river  yesterday  evening,  is  just 
returned  to  the  yard — 10: 15  a.  m. 

The  steamboat  Daylight,  from  Fort  W^ashingtou  last,  is  up  to  the 
yard,  10:15  a.  m.,  with  troops  and  provisions  (rei-xuits  for  Seventh 
liegiment). 

The  J^o<-(ihonta«  is  just  up  from  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac — 10:30  a.  m. 


J 
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Tlie  Bteainer  BietiviUe  is  couiiug  up  the  Eastern  Branch.     She  has 
550  troops,  and  horses,  ou  board. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Uahlgken, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVary. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  WaHbington,  transmitting  report  of 
Ijievtenant  Morrin,  F.  S.  Nary,  eommamlind  Htcamer  Philadelphia,  of 
duty  performed  by  that  resnel. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wafihi>iijto7i,  April  i^S,  18til. 

SiB:  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant  G.  U.  Morris,  who 
was  dispatched  to  Fort  Washington  yesterday  evening  and  returned 
to  the  yard  this  moruiuf;. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

Gonimandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Kncloiaro.] 

Steamer  Philadblphli, 
Washington  Navy  Yard,  April  28,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  27th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  the  Wiusliiiifrton  Arsenal  and  conveyed 
from  there  11.5  shells  to  Fort  Wn.shinjjtou.  lieceived  I'nmi  the  fort  a 
number  of  boxes,  which  I  lauded  at  the  arsenal;  contents  not  known. 
Arrived  here  at  11 :45  p.  ui.  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G,  LT.  Morris, 
Lieutenant,  U,  8.  Navy. 
Commander  John  A.  Dakloren, 

Cvmmandiny  Wn^kinyton  Navy  Yard. 


Order  of  commantUint  navy  yard,  Washington,  to  Tjieutenant  Sproston, 
U,  S.  Nary,  toassuiur  command  of  the  steamer  Powhatan  and  replace 
buoys  on  Kettle  Bottom  Shoah. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wdxhinyton,  April  Ji'S,  1861, 
Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  steamboat  Powhatan  and  proceed 
down  the  Potonuic  in  order  to  re[>lacu  and  protect  the  buoys  at  the 
Kettle  Bottom  Hhoals,  which  have  bei*u  removed.  If  light-boats  are 
no  longer  of  service  in  distinguishing  the  dangers  for  which  they  were 
placed,  you  may  also  mark  the  proper  locality  with  buoys.  Two  pilots, 
Messrs.  Stephens  and  Walter,  arc  sent  with  you  for  this  duty. 

You  will  observe  closely  the  bank  of  the  river  so  as  to  notice  any 
battery  that  may  exist,  particularly  the  bluB'  near  the  White  llouse. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A,  Dahlgren. 
Ljenteiiant  Spro.ston,  U.  S.  Navy. 


J 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK.   437 

Letter  from  Major  Ramsay^  U.  8.  Army,  to  commandant  navy  yard, 
Washington,  giving  information  regarding  suspicioiia  movements  of  a 
steamer, 

WiSHrNGTON  ARSENAL, 

Sunday  [April ;iS,  1861.] 
Captain:  The  steamer  which  passed  down  fnun  tlu^  yard  this  eveii- 
ing,  when  abreiist  of  Alexandria,  wiia  seen  by  my  <inlfi  ly  aud  tlie  sen- 
tinel on  tUe  wharf  to  be  bows  on  to  the  town.  The  urderly  eanie  to 
call  me  when  it  was  too  dark  to  discern.  The  sentinel  is  certain  that 
the  boat  went  in  to  the  wharf.    There  Las  been  no  lirinpr  heard. 

1  think  it  proi)er  to  give  you  the  iufornnition  for  what  it  is  worth,  as 
the  destination  of  the  steamer  is  doubtless  by  your  order.  The  l>oat 
was  not  seen  t4)  go  out  from  the  town.  The  twilight,  however,  rendered 
objects  so  indistinct  that  with  a  glass  I  could  only  recognize  the  light- 
house. 

Very  resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  D.  Kamsay, 

[Major  Ordnance.] 
Captain  Daulhren,  or 
CoMMAjsuiNG  OKiacER,  Washinoxon  Navv  Yard. 


r 


Report   of  commandant  nary  yard,    Washington,  regarding  search  for 
steamer  at  Alejiandria,  Va. 

Monday  MoRNrNO  [April  29,  1861,] — 3:  SO  a.  m. 
Captain  Dahlgren  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  SecretJiry  of 
the  Navj' that  the  boats  have  just  returned  tiuni  Alexandria.  One  of 
them  was  tired  at  twice  while  pulling  along  the  wharves  about  100 
yards  distiint.  Nothing  wixs  seen  of  the  steamer.  Captain  D.  will  send 
the  steam  tug  at  daylight  in  order  tu  make  sure. 

[Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

VommandanU] 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  transmitting  report  of 
Lieutenant  li'itsm-ll,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  steam  tug  Robert  Leslie, 
of  reconnoissance  of  Alexandria,  Va. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Washi^oton,  April  29,  1861. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  last  night  that  the  reconnois- 
sance by  small  boats  reported  the  Voichatan  not  at  Alexandria.    This 
morning  at  early  light  1  sent  the  steam  tug  with  an  otlicer  to  make 
this  certain.    His  report  is  encloscMl,  by  which  which  you  will  perceive 

tthal  the  rei)ortof  tlio  boats  is  contirined.     Had  the  contingency  arisen 
the  steamers  and  triwps  would  have  moved  at  early  dawn. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  a,  Dahloren, 
Commaridant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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(Kacluaurv.] 

Navy  Yard,  WAsniNoroN,  April  29, 1861. 

SiH:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  proceede<l  with  the  steam  tug 

Robert  [jenlif  below  Alexandria,  examining  the  shore  and  wharves,  and 

could  i)erceive  nothing  unusual.    The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels: 

Steament  Collycr  and  Oipxy,  bark  Adiniral  liromney,  schooner  Onward. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  Kussell, 

Lieutenant,  U,  8.  Xavjf. 
Commander  John  A.  Dahlgren. 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Wathington. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  regarding  replacement  of 

buoyx. 

Cojoiandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  April  29,  1861. 
Sra:  The  steamboat  Powhatan,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Sproston, 
was  sent  down  the  river  j-esterday  evening  to  replace  the  buoys  on  the 
Kettle  Bottom  Slioal  and  at  Cedar  Point,  as  directed  in  your  order  of 
the  27lh  instant. 
The  steamer  Anaeostin  was  also  sent  down  the  river  to-day  on  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol»edient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 


I 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  nary  yard, 
Washington,  regarding  convoy  of  transports. 


Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  April  29,  18G1. 

Sir:  You  will  direct  the  Pocahontas,  Commander  J.  P.  Gillis,  to  pro- 
ceed as  early  as  practicable  down  the  river  until  expected  transports 
are  met,  not  going  so  far  in  the  bay  as  to  miss  seeing  them  in  their 
passage.  When  met  he  will  convoy  thetti  to  any  convenient  point  of 
landing,  so  that  they  may  reswih  the  capital  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

If  the  troops  are  not  met  in  three  days  the  steamer  will  return  to  her 
anchorage. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commander  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Washington. 


Order  of  commandant  naryyard^  Washington,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  8. 
Nary,  commauding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  to  jn-oceed  down  the  Potomac 
River  on  transport  duty. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  April  3!),  1861, 
SlE:  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  it  is  the  order  of  the  Department, 
that  the  Pocnhontan  proceed  dtnvn  \\w  river  aa  early  as  vracticablc 


0PKRATI0N8  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK.   439 

until  expected  transports  are  met,  not  going  so  far  in  tlie  bay  as  to 
miss  seeing  them  in  tlieir  passage.  When  met  you  will  convoy  them  to 
any  ('onveiiient  point  of  huidiug,  so  that  they  may  reach  tiie  capital  with 
as  little  delay  as  jxjssihle.  If  the  troops  are  not  met  in  three  days  you 
will  return  to  your  anchoragf. 

Any  facilities  to  forwartl  (ho  order  of  the  Department  will  be  fur- 
nished from  this  yard  with  pleasure. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dahluken. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillls, 

Vommamling  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 


Order  of  commanilitnt  nafy  yard,  Washhujton,  to  Lieutenant  Jeffcrs,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  ajmume  command  of  the  xteamcr  i'kitadelphia. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yakd, 

Wanhington,  April  30,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  ateamboat  Philadelphia,  take  on 
board  sut^h  troojis  as  may  present  themselves  for  Fort  Washington, 
and  after  landing  them  at  that  place  return  to  this  yard  with  any- 
thing the  commandant  of  the  fort  may  have  ready  for  transportation 
hither. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dahlgkem. 
Lieutenant  Jeffebs,  U,  S.  Navy. 


ITelegnUD.] 

Navy  Yard  [WASHrNOTON,  D.  C],  April. W,  1H61. 

(Received  at  Washington  1 :  25  p.  m.) 
The  Philadelphia  leaves  for  Fort  Washington  as  soon  as  the  troops 
come  from  the  (,'apitol.    She  might  continue  to  Fortress  Monroe;  if 
not,  the  Baltimore  or  Mount  Vernon  will  be  reatly  as  soon  a.s  steam  is  up. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlc.rkn, 

Comtnandant. 
Commoili>rc  I'AI'LDINO, 

Nary  JJepartment. 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washin/fton,  to  JAevtenant  Went,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  amiume  command  of  the  uttamer  Baltimore. 

Commandant's  Offick,  Navy  Yard, 

Wanhiiifiton,  April  30,  1861. 
She:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  steamboat  Baltimore  and  proceed 
with  her  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Cumberland  and  report  to  Captain  render- 
grast,  who  will  be  furnished  with  further  instructions  with  regard  to 
your  instnntions. 

Resj)ectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dahlqren. 
Lieutenant  W.  C.  West,  U.  8.  Navy. 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Wanhhu/ton,  of  the  departure  from  that 
yard  o/steamirs  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 

COMMANDAJiJT's   OFFICE,    NaVY    YaBD, 

Waghington,  April  30,  1S61. 
Sir:  The  steamlKiat  Philadelphia  with  troops  for  Fort  Washingrton 
left  tlie  yard  tins  eveniu};  at  4  ji.  in. 

Tho  steiiinbdat  Baltimore,  iti  cliarye  of  Lieutenant  W.  C.  West,  also 

left  tbe  yard  this  eveniii};  at  <j:,H(t  p.  in.,  in  obedience  to  onler  of  this 

date. 

I  have  tbe  houor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Daulgken, 

Gommaudant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ieport  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washimjfon,  regarding  movemeniit  of 
vessels  t4>  and  from  thai  yard. 

Costmandant's  Office,  Navy  Takd, 

Witxhingtan,  May  1,  1861. 

Sir:  The  steamboat  Philadelphia,  which  took  down  troops  to  Fort 
Washington  last  evt-niuff,  returned  during  the  night  ti)  tliis  yard. 
Tbe  steamer  Keyxtiine  State,  with  jinjvisions  lor  the  yard. 
The  U.  S.  S.  Anaeostia,,  Lieutenant  Ooinmanding  Fillebrown,  returned 
to  this  yard  this  morning  about  1(1;. 3ft  a.  in. 

The  steamer  Boston,  with  stores  from  Annapolis,  arrived  at  11:50 
a.  m.  and  lelt  lor  the  arsenal. 

The  steamboat  Po'cluitan,  which  went  down  to  replace  buoys  on  the 
Kettle  Bottom  8h<>a],  etc.,  returned  this  afternoon. 
I  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Jno.  a.  Dahloren, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Trenchird,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Key 
stone  State,  of  the  cruise  of  that  ressel  to  New  York  and  return. 

XJ.  8.  S.  Keystone  State, 
U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Waskingtoti,  May  J,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  conformity  with  the  order 
of  tbe  Dei>artment  of  the  --Ith  ultimo,  having  proceeded  to  New  York, 
arriving  thereon  the  -<itli  ultimo,  and  having  received  on  board  the 
provisions,  luive  returned  wit  h  all  possible  dispatch  to  this  pliu;e.  This 
duty  was  delayed  some  twenty  hours  in  consequence  of  the  light-boats 
in  the  Potomac  and  olf  .Smith's  Point  being  burned. 

The  mails  received  on  board  at  Washington  were  landed  at  New 
York  and  dispatched  to  the  jwst  otiice  in  that  city  immediately  after 
our  arrival,  and  the  dispatches  from  the  War  and  Nnvy  Departments 
were  forwarded  at  once  iit  charge  of  an  officer  ui  a,clvauce  of  the  mail 
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The  Keystone  State  can  be  got  ready  lor  service  in  four  hours  after  the 
removal  of  tlie  proviHioiis  brought  from  New  York.    There  is  a  detach- 
ment of  men  on  board  that  wtre  transferred  from  the  receiving  ship 
North  Curolina  by  order  of  Flag-Officer  Breese  Ibr  service  at  the  Wash 
ingtoi)  navy  yard. 

I  have  the  honor,  air,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  1).  Tuengiiakd, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
llini.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Se^iretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  G. 


I 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Wa/ihington,  transmitting  report  of 
Lientfnant  Sproston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  steamer  Powhatan,  of 
the  replacing  of  buoys  in  the  Potomac  Rirer. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yakd,  Washington,  May  1,  18(U. 
Sir:    I  cnclo-se  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Sjiroston,  jiiat 
returned  from  replacing:  the  buoys  that  had  been  removed  from  the 
Kettle  Bottoms.     He  also  marked  the  dangers  formerly  mdieatetl  by 
the  light-boats  that  were  burned. 

There  is  not  the  least  evidence  of  any  attempt  yet  to  fortify  the  blufT 
near  the  White  House,  but  all  that  is  necessary  could  be  done  in  a 
night,  80  that  continued  observation  is  rei(ui8ite.  It  may  be  well  occa- 
sionally to  send  a  steamboat  to  look  at  the  buoys  which  have  been  Just 
replaced. 

The  duty  assigned  t<»  Lieuteiumt  Spn>ston  appears  to  have  been  exe- 
cuted intelligently. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resitectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

Coinmandant, 
Hon.  Gldeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary, 

[Bnolosum.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Washington  Nary  Yard,  [May  1,  1861.] 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  return  of  the  Powhatan 
and  to  submit  a  reiM)rt  i»f  the  duties  performed  under  instructions. 

Having  got  on  board  the  number  of  buoys,  sinkers,  and  spars 
required,  1  left  the  navy  yard  on  the  atternoon  of  the  28th  and  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river,  running  close  in  to  Alexandria,  <'oiiimiinicatine 
with  Fort  Wjishington,  and  taking  the  inshore  channel  piust  White 
House  Point.  Too  dark  to  make  observations.  At  11:30  anchored 
lielow  Freestone  Point.  As  usual,  an  armed  watch  and  sentries  [losted; 
hanked  tires.  During  the  night  heard  in  the  distance  the  sound  of 
wheels,  as  if  a  steamer  had  gone  up  Aquia  ('reek.  At  5  a.  m.,  underway; 
passed  Maryland  I'oint  and  prepared  buoys  aiul  spars  for  launching. 
Conimencingoflf  Upper  Ce<lar  Point  planted  buoys  in  the  following  order:: 

Upper  Cedar  Point,  small  red  buoy;  Yates  Bar,  large  black  buoy; 
Montgomery  Blufl'  P|oint),  Virginia  side,  large  black  and  white  buoy 
(charred  stem  of  light-boat  cl(»se  to  this  buoy);  Swan  Point,  spar  buoy; 
Kettle  Bottom  No.  1,  spar  buoy;  Kettle  Bottom  No.  2,  spar  buo^^- 
Fomtd  the  three  buoys  below  this  in  ]X)sitionv 


i 
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Allow  water steuined  up  theclianuel  itgaiii  and  sounding  found  uotliing 
less  than  22  feet  (i  inches.  At  2  p.  m.  anchored  ofi"  Moutgomery  Bluff 
(one-tbird  of  a  mile).  1  taring  the  forenoon  obtained  fish  from  the 
fishcrineti  and  threatened  to  stop  lishingon  the  river  if  the  buoys  were 
cutaway.  At  sunset  steamed  up  and  anchored  in  Machodoc  Creek. 
The  men  who  burned  oneof  tlie  light-boats  reside  in  this  neighborhood. 
At  daylight  weighed  anchor  au<l  steamed  down  ahnig  the  .settlement  of 
Madrick.  At  the  point,  seeing  the  people  seining,  pulled  on  shore, 
bought  iish  of  them,  anil  lielil  a  conversation  of  a  civil  character.  A 
friend  of  the  i>t]ot's  went  on  board  and  wo  learned  that  two  schooners 
that  we  had  seen  the  day  previous  up  a  creek,  but  ha<l  now  left,  bad 
bodies  of  armed  men  on  board.  Steamed  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  and  anchored  oil"  Ludlow's  Ferry,  inside  of  Lower  Cedar  Point. 
In  a  little  inlet  nearby  discovered  one  of  the  channel  buoys  and  the 
longboat  of  the  light-ship.  Went  ou  shore  with  an  armed  boat's  crew 
and  towed  L..„..i  oil'.  Found  the  i)eoplo  rank  secessionists.  They  had 
not  received  a  mail  for  two  weeks  in  this  jtart  of  the  country.  This 
day  spoke  a  store  steamer  bound  up  and  informed  them  of  the  buoys 
being  placed.  A  steamer  passed  down  also.  At  noon  a  heavy  squall 
of  wind  and  rain  coming  up  from  the  northeast,  was  obliged  to  get 
underway  and  sieam  to  the  lee  of  Upper  Cedar  Point  for  shelter.  At 
4  p.  m.  tlie  V.  8.  S.  Pocahonta»  passed  down,  also  the  Ijricknon,  canal 
steam  packet  between  Philadelphia  and  Ualtimore,  with  deck  freight 
visible.  In  coming  uj)  the  channel  sighted  all  the  buoys.  Within  these 
limits  channel  passes  a  half  mile  ft'om  Mtuitgomery  Hlufl"  and  close  to 
Ujiper  Cedar  Point;  all  other  points  are  distant  more  than  a  mile. 
From  Lower  Cedar  Point  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  ships  are  entirely 
out  of  range.  No  signs  of  batteries  in  contemplatioQ  have  yet  been 
seen. 

May  1,  got  underway  at  5  a.  m.  and,  steaming  up  to  Tompkin 

iMatomkinj  Point,  planted  a  spar  buoy  in  4  fathoms.  Kei/ntaHC  State, 
'ioHtoUy  and  tug  passed  up.  Steamed  along  the  beach  of  Sandy  Point 
and  anchored  oft"  Stump  [Neck]  Point;  went  ou  shore,  communicated 
with  the  people,  and  bought  tish.  But  little  provision  in  the  county. 
P>oatinen  afraid  to  bring  it  over.  At  11:30  ancihored  oft'  the  White 
House  lilutt';  landed  with  an  armed  boat's  crew ;  divided  and  ranged 
the  heights;  saw  no  one  but  tisbermen  and  negroes.  While  on  the 
summit  of  the  hill  the  troopship  Ihuflight  passed  in  the  regular  ship 
channel,  well  outside  of  X\ie>  Poirhatan.  The  altitude  was  such  as  to 
enable  me  to  look  directly  down  ou  her  deck.  The  land  opposite  is  low 
and  gaudy,  distant  a  mile. 

Provisions,  niore  than  a  week's  supply,  excepting  butter,  of  which 
five  days  remaining. 

TODB. 

Coul  roceivod 30 

Coul  oxpumlod 18 

On  buud 13 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Glendy  Specston, 
Licutenajit,  Commanding  Powhatan. 

Captiiin  .1.  A.  Dahlgebn,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naty  Yard,  Watihinffton,  £>.  C. 


: 


Navy  Yard  |Nkw  Yobk],  May  J,  1861. 
Sir:  In  conipliauce  with  your  order  to  forward  the  fitting  [of]  the 
flotilla  to  be  in  eliarge  of  Coinraauder  Ward,  I  have  this  day  agreed  to 
pnrcliase  two  very  fast  screw  steamers  selectetl  by  Ccmimaiuler  \V[ard| 
as  adapted  to  his  purpose.  They  are  entirely  new  and  will  mount  a 
24  pounder  howitzer.  One  larger  is  being  sought  for.  The  jirice  of 
those  purchased  is  $15,0O(t  eaeli,  some  six  or  eight  [  thousand |,  I  uu<ler- 
Btand,  less  than  the  cost.  1  will  give  acting  appointments  to  their 
eouimanders  as  nuisters,  also  to  their  engineers,  as  I  have  done  with 
the  others.  Shall  I  phu'C  thetn  on  the  books  of  the  receiving  ship  for 
pay?  As  the  purser  of  the  receiving  ship  is  now  ren.oved,  I  maybe 
excused  if  1  api)rise  the  Department  that  I'aymaster  Cahooue  is  in 
this  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breesb, 

Cotumandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sevrelarp  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Wash- 
ington, ngarding  contimutl  reconnaissance  in  the  rotomac. 

Navy  Department,  May  2, 18G1, 
Sir:  You  will  be  jdeased  to  direct  Lieutenant  Oommanding  Fille- 
brown,  of  the  steamer  Amwostia,  to  proceed  at  the  earliest  period  down 
the  Potomac  River  as  far  as  Aquni  Creek  for  the  purim-se  of  making  a 
careful  examination  witli  reference  to  the  erection  of  batteries  on  shore 
or  any  supposed  hostile  gatherings,  and  on  his  return  report  to  the 
Department.  He  will  continue  to  move  up  and  down  the  river  until 
otherwise  ordered. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  "Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commander  John  A.  DAnLGBEN, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  to  Lieutenant  FiUebroirn, 
V,  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Anacostia,  for  rcconnoissance  in  the 
Potomac  River. 

Commandant's  OpFirB,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  May  2,  18C1. 
Sir:  Yon  will  proceed  at  the  earliest  period  with  the  Anacostia,  nnder 
your  command,  down  the  Potomac  River  as  far  as  Aquia  Creek  for  the 
inirposoof  making  a  careful  examination  with  reference  to  the  erection 
of  batteries  on  shore  or  any  supposed  hostile  gatherings,  and  on  your 
return  report  to  the  Department.  You  will  continue  to  move  up  and 
down  the  river  until  otherwise  ordere<l. 
Kespe<;tfully,  etc., 

J.    A.  DkRV.'GV.-^S.. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  FiLLKBROvrs,  etc. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretnry  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- General  Scott,  U.  8. 
Army,  regarding  transportation  of  ordnance  equipments. 

Navy  DErARTMKNT,  May  2,  ISUl. 
Sib:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  and  will  ^ve 
instructions  to  tbe  comniaiidin^'  officer  of  the  steamer  Keystone  State  to 
drop  down  to  the  arsenal  some  time  during  the  day  (about  li  o'clock) 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  orduanee  stores  and  gun  carriages 
which  you  wish  lo  send  to  Fort  Wasbingttm  and  Fort  Monroe. 

He  will  also  be  instructed  to  comply  with  your  wishes  with  regard  to 
receiving  certain  articles  at  Fort  Monroe,  etc. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

triDKON  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Nary.  \ 

Lieutenant-General  Winfeeld  Scott,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Mllehroxcn,   U.  S.  Navy,  commanding   V.  8. 
Anacostia,  of  a  reconnoissanoe  in  the  Potomac  River. 


8. 


U.  S.  S.  Anacostia, 
WashinyiMi  Nan/  Ytird,  May  3,  1861. 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  {he  Department  that,  in  obedience 
to  iasti'uctiona  received  yesterday  afternoon,  I  jiroceeded  down  the  river 
as  far  as  Aquia  Creek  and  executed  my  orders. 

On  my  arrival  there  I  sent  a  boat  with  a  reliable  officer  to  make  a 
careful  exaimuation  of  that  locality,  and  he  reports  that  there  were  uo 
evidences  of  any  batteries  in  the  course  of  erection,  nor  could  he  per- 
ceive any  hustile  gatherings.  There  were  very  lew  persons  to  be  seen, 
no  persons  in  uniform,  or  iiulicatious  of  troops  thereabouts. 

.lust  as  1  anchored  1  observed  a  train  of  cars,  three  in  uumber, 
arrive  and  after  a  stay  of  about  fifteen  minutes  they  de])arted,  accom- 
panied by  another  train  of  eight  or  ten  platform  or  dirt  c;ar3. 

The  White  House  Blufl'  remains  the  same  as  indicated  in  my  last 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Lieutenant,  Vommanding. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  lo  Lioutennnt  Trencluird, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State. 

COJOIANDANT'S  OFFICE,    NAVV    YaRD, 

Washington,  Mtuj  .3,  1861, 
Sir:  You  will  receive  on  boanl  the  Keystone  State  and  carry  to  New 
York  such  invalid  persons  as  may  be  sent  by  you  from  the  Paicnee, 
with  a  list  ol  their  names. 
Resijectfully,  eti-., 

J.  A.  Dahlgben. 
Lieutenant-Commanding  Trench  a  rd. 

Commanding  Steamer  Keystone  State. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  regarding 
alhtrance  of  time  for  departure  of  tieutral  and  foreign  vesiiels. 

Navy  Department,  May  .?,  180], 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  suggesting  a  compliauce 
with  the  apulication  of  the  minister  of  Bremen  concerning  the  Bremen 
bark  Admiral  Bromney,  now  loiuling  at  the  port  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  coniinaudant  of  the  blockading  squad- 
ron, Captain  Stringhani,  has  not  yet  arrived  at  bis  station.  After  he 
reaches  it  and  the  blockade  is  established  with  a  force  sufficient  to 
close  the  ports,  his  instrnctirnis  arc  "  to  neutral  or  foreign  vessels  that 
are  alrcswiy  in  the  port  you  will  allow  a  reasonable  number  of  days  to 
leave  them."  He  will  be  instructed  to  give  at  leaat  fifteen  days'  notice 
for  vessels  to  leave,  with  or  without  cargoes. 

The  Bremen  vessel,  therefore,  will  have  ample  time  to  depart  without 
molestation  if  her  captain  exercises  ordinary  vigilance. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Commander  Gilliit,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S,  Pocahon- 
tas, of  the  cruige  of  that  vessel  in  the  Potomac  River  from  April  30  to 
May  4,  liiGl. 

U.  S.  S,  Pocahontas, 
Off  Entrance  [to]  Potomac  River,  May  1,  18(11. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  2!lth  ultimo,  we  left  the  navy 
yard  on  the  30th  April,  9;  HO  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  down  the  Potomac; 
no  evidence  of  offensive  demonstrations  on  its  shores.  Spoke  the  Ana- 
cottia  bound  up  and  the  river  steamer  Powhatan  at  anchor. 

After  dark  we  came  to  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  off  Point  Lookout 
light-house.  At  midnight  a  large  steamer  passed  up  the  Potomac,  too 
distant  t^  hail;  we  burned  blue  light;  supposed  her  to  be  the  Baltic. 
At  daylight  two  steamers  were  discovered  standing  up  the  Chesapeake 
too  far  ofi'  to  be  made  out. 

As  we  stood  into  the  bay,  fell  in  with  and  boarded  a  small  schooner. 
Her  crew  anchored  her  and  fled  in  their  boat  to  the  shore.  She  proved 
to  be  an  empty  Ume  vessel.  Continuing  down  the  bay,  so  as  to  inter- 
cept any  ve-sscls  coming  ui>,  spoke  the  ship  Hcloific,  one  hundred  and 
two  days  from  Valparaiso,  bound  to  Baltimore.  She  reports  no  steamers 
outside. 

Being  oft'  Windmill  Point,  we  now  stood  up  the  Cho8ai)eake.  Spoke 
bark  [ ],  from  Baltimttre,  bound  to  New  York.  She  reports  pass- 
ing last  night  at !( o'clock  (about  the  time  we  reached  the  mouth  of  [the) 
Potomac)  a  steamer  at  anchor  ttff  the  Patuxent  with  troops  on  board; 
all  quiet  in  Baltimore  and  generally  iu  the  State.  Sjmke  Bremen  ship 
from  Baltimore,  bound  to  Bremen;  stood  down  the  bay  and  spoke 
steamer  Adelaide,  from  Old  Point  for  Baltimore:  no  news.  She  has  not 
seen  any  sea  steamers.  We  then  stood  up  the  bay ;  fresh  gales  from 
northwest;  anchored  for  the  night  to  the  southward  of  Smith's  Point, 
off  Bluff  Point;  heavy  sqnallsof  wind  through  the  night.  At  daylight 
steamed  up  to  Point  Lookout,  Potomac,  thence  out  into  the  Chesa- 
peake. Several  river  steamers  passed  up.  Kuuuingoff  and  on  in  track 
of  vessels,  and  at  sundi)wn  anchdred  in  the  bay  off  Point  L<X)kont. 
Fresh  breezes  from  northwest.    Weighed  anchor  at  8  p,  ni.  a.vv*i  tV»»«^ 
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a  steamer  bound  up;  fired  a  shot;  could  uot overhaul  lier;  supposed 
her  to  bo  a  river  steauier.  Anchored  in  the  bay.  At  daylight  steamed 
out  and  spoke  ship  Xeptunt;  from  Bremeu,  bound  to  Baltimore.  She 
reports  two  steamers  with  troops  gone  into  Fortress  Monroe  yesterday 
(2d  May)  and  the  (fualier  Ci7y  cruising  at  entrance  of  Chesai>cake  Bay. 
Exercised  the  crew  daily  at  the  great  guns  and  small  arms.  Blowing 
fresh  from  southward  and  eastward.  Kei>t  in  the  bay  until  near  dark, 
then  ran  into  mid-channel,  entrance  of  Potomac. 

At  daylight,  4th  May,  got  underway  and  stood  out  j  spoke  brig  Trial, 
from  St.  Johns  [San  Juau|,  Port  [Puerto]  Kico,  bound  to  Baltimore. 
Ship  John  Chirk,  from  Liverpool  for  Baltimore,  reports  no  steamers 
down  the  bay  except  (Jvaker  City,  lying  otl'  and  on  the  eutrauce.  Spoke 
steam  tug  Commerce,  from  Washington  for  Philadelphia,  via  canal. 
Vessels  generally  seeking  a  harbor,  owing  to  rough  and  thick  weather, 
with  strong  breezes  from  northward  and  westward.  Anchored  off  Point 
Lookout;  raining;  thermometer  42'^  F. 

I  have  written  in  detail,  showing  that  we  have  been  actively  employed. 
About  0:20  p.  m.  discovered  two  steamers  standing  up  the  bay;  made 
chase,  liriiig  giins,  and  after  dark  sent  up  rockets  to  bring  them  to; 
overhauled  them  off  the  Patiixetit;  they  proved  to  be  the  Uarrut  Lane, 
in  company  with  the  transport  Star  of  the  South,  having  on  board  GOO 
troops,  Brooklyn  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Michael  VV.j  Burns, 
commanding.  Commuuicated  with  him  and  directed  her  to  follow  the 
Poeahontag  to  the  Potomac.  They  report  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate  Kiag- 
ara  to  leave  New  York  to-day  (Saturday,  4th  May)  for  Chesapeake  Bay; 
traiisiKtrt  Columhia  to  leave  with  Maine  regiment.  I  learn  also  that 
Colonel  Ellsworth,  with  Firemen  Zouaves,  is  at  Annapolis;  the  Ulster 
County  Guards  left  in  barriicks  in  park,  New  York.  Star  of  the  South 
waited  in  New  York  until  4:."iO  p.  m.  on  Thursday  for  Columbia;  Har- 
riet Lane  has  orders  to  proceed  to  mouth  of  Patapsco  River,  there  to  lie 
off  and  on  until  further  orders.  I  will  convoy  the  transport  to  Wash- 
ington 5th  May.  Troops  will  debark  at  Arsenal  [GreenleafJ  Point. 
The  motion  of  propeller  almost  prevents  writing. 

I  am,  sii-,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  2favy,  Washinffton, 


Order  of  cmnmandant  navy  yard,  Wasttington,  to  Lieutenant  SproKton, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  steamer  Powhatan,  to  proceed  to  Fort  Monroe 
(M  bearer  of  dispatches. 

Commandajjt's  Office,  Navy  Yabd, 

}Va«hinyton,  May  4,  1861. 
SlK :  You  will  take  command  of  the  steamboat  Powhatan  and  pro- 
ceed to  Fort  Monroe  without  delay,  hand  the  dispatches  as  addressed 
or  to  the  senior  naval  ollicer,  and  to  return  to  this  place. 

In  passing  up  and  down  lose  ni>  opportunity  of  examining  the  com- 
manding jiotnts  of  the  shores  and  of  obtaining  any  information  that 
may  be  of  use  to  the  Government.  On  yoiu"  return  you  will  resume 
your  usual  duty  in  the  yard. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben. 
Lieutenant  Spboston, 

Commanding  Steamer  Poichatan. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tre-tutury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 
regarding  rcconnnissance  in  the  Potomac  River. 

Treasiev  Deparment,  May  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  order  to  have  ina<le  at  once  a  recoiinoissance  of  the  Potomac 
River,  1  woukl  respectfully  request  that  the  steiiiuer  Mount  r<frnr>»i,  now 
at  the  Wushitigtou  navy  yaid,  with  her  present  foree  and  four  y;o<id 
landsmen,  and  the  steamer  Anat-ostUt,  with  her  present  force,  as  a  fjuard 
vessel,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  lliis  Deparfnieut,  which  has  directed 
the  Sujterinteudent  of  the  Coast  Survey  to  make  thin  reconuoissance. 
Not  more  than  three  workiufj  daya  will  probably  be  required  for  this 
I)urpose,  and  it  is  important  that  the  work  should  be  doue  at  once. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


lieport  of  lAeutenunt  FUk'hrown,  U.  8  Navy,  commandinij  C  S.  S.  Ana- 
eoatiu,  regartlini)  revonnoi nuance  in  the  Potomac  River, 

U.  S.  S.  Ana<o.stia, 

Vi'nshington,  May  5,  1S61. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  yesterday  and 
to-day  I  proceeded  down  the  Potomac  as  far  as  Aquia  Creek,  keepin^j 
a  strict  lookout  <»n  both  banks  of  the  river  for  any  suspicious  move- 
ments or  hostile  gatherings,  and  have  to  report  that  none  could  be 
iletected. 

The  foliage  at  tlie  White  House  Blufi'  is  getting  quite  thick,  but  as 
far  as  I  coulil  observe  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  its  being  occupied 
by  any  military  or  other  force. 

At  Aquia  Creek  everything  seemed  quiet;  but  very  few  persona  to 
be  seen. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thus,  Scott  Flllebrown, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Report  of  Commander  Oillin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahon- 
tan,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Washington  navy  yard  oh  convoy 
duty. 

U.  S,  S.  Pocahontas, 
Nary  Yard,  Washington,  May  5,  1801. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  this  vessel, 
having  in  convoy  the  transport  Star  of  the  South,  with  000  troops  on 
board,  Brooklyn  regiment;  also  four  other  small  steamers  with  stores, 
etc.  Permit  me  to  submit  the  letter  of  first  assistant  engineer  of  this 
vessel  for  the  consideration  of  the  Dejiartment. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  G. 
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*  [Endoauro.J 

U.  S.  8.  Pocahontas, 
Navy  I'arrf,  Wa^hiiu/ton,  I),  C,  Map  5,  1S61. 

"1  rev>?ppctfully  request  that  a  vvetsk  be  jtiaiited  this  department  (if  pos- 
sible) to  enable  me  to  eleaii  boilers,  jifriinl  in  valves  and  cocks;  also 
wimhl  recotnmeud  that  the  eyliiulcrs  of  (lits  .st«amer  be  felted  and  cov- 
ered with  siieet  iron,  as  they  are  exposed  in  all  weathers,  not  only  detract- 
ing tVonj  the  ellieiency  of  the  engines,  but  niakinfj  a  ^^reat  waste  of  fuel. 
If  the  Navy  Department  can  not  dispense  with  this  vessel's  services 
this  department  is  ready  at  your  order. 
1  aui,  sir,  yours,  resijectfully, 

James  M.  Adams, 
First  Assist  ant  Engineer,  U,  S.  Navy. 

Uomnmnder  John  P.  Gillis.  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Pocahonta*. 


Order  of  the  SecreUiry  of  the  Navy  to  tlie  commandant  navy  yard,  Wtuih 
ington,  to  place  tit  the  dispoml  of  the  Secretary  of  the   Trenmiry  the 
steamers  Mount  Vernon  and  Anacoatia. 

Navy  Department,  May  6, 1861. 

Sir:  For  the  purpose  of  niakiiifj;  a  ret'oniioissanee  of  the  Potomac 
River,  the  Secretary  | of  the  Treasury]  desires  to  have  placed  at  his 
disposal  for  a  few  days  the  steamer  Mount  Vernitn,  with  her  present 
force  and  four  good  landsmen,  and  the  steamer  Aiiavostia,  with  her  pres- 
ent force,  as  a  guard  vessel.  I  have  informed  him  that  his  request  can 
be  complied  with  and  you  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  give  the  ueoes- 
sary  instrnetions  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  those  vessels. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  WaMhington. 


[Ttbgrwn.] 

Navy  Department,  May  6,  [1861.] 
The  steamers  Mount  Vernon  and  Anacnxlui  have  to-day  been  detailed 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  Department.     If  there  are  two  other  steam- 
ers at  the  yard  use  them  as  desired  by  Colonel  Mansfield. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commodore  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandattt  Navy  Yard. 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Watihington,  to  Lieutenant  TFe»t,  U,  8, 
Navy,  to  transport  supplier  to  Fort  Washington. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  May  6,  1861. 

Sir:  Ton  will  take  charge  of  the  steamboat  Baltimore  and  proceed 
with  her  to  the  foot  of  G  street  to  take  supplies  for  Fort  Wiishington, 
which  are  to  go  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Snyder,  Corps  of 
Eugiueers. 

Besi)ectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dauloken. 
I^jeuteuaut  West. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretury  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretari/  of  the  Navy, 
regarding  rfconiwixsonce  in  the  Potomac  River. 

Teeasiey  Dei'ARMent,  May  /,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  order  to  have  ma«le  at  once  a  recoiiuoisaiince  of  the  Potomac 
River,  I  would  respectfully  request,  that  the  steamer  Mount  Vernon,  now 
at  the  Wiishiiipt(ni  navy  yard,  with  her  pi-eseiit  Ibree  and  four  tiOitd 
landsiiieii,  iiiid  the  steamer  Aiinrostin,  with  her  [iresetit  force,  as  a^uard 
vessel,  he  placed  at  the  disposal  of  (his  l»epaitiiieiit,  which  has  directed 
the  Siiperinteiideiit  of  the  Coast  Survey  to  luako  this  recoil iioissaiice. 
Jiot  itiore  than  three  workiuj;  days  will  prol)ably  be  required  for  this 
purpose,  and  it  is  important  that  the  work  should  be  done  at  ouce. 
Vei"y  respectfully, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  FilMtrown,  U.  8  Nary,  commanding  T.  S.  S.  Ana- 
cogtia,  rf'gardiny  reconnoi stance  in  the  Potomac  River, 

IJ.  S.  S.  ANAf'OSTIA, 

Washington,  May  ii,  1861. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  t«  iuform  the  Department  that  yesterday  and 
today  I  proceeded  down  the  Potomac  as  far  aa  Aqnia  Creek,  keeping 
a  strict  lookout  on  both  banks  of  the  river  for  any  suspicions  move- 
ments or  hostile  gatherings,  and  Lave  to  report  that  none  could  bo 
detected. 

The  foliage  at  the  White  House  Bhiff  is  getting  quite  thick,  but  as 
far  as  I  could  observe  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  its  being  occupied 
by  any  military  or  other  force. 

At  Aqnia  Creek  everything  seemed  qaiet;  but  very  few  persona  to 
be  seen. 

Very  resiiectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Report  of  Commander  (Jillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahon- 
tas, of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Washington  navy  yard  on  convoy 
duty. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Navy  Yard,  Washington,  May  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  repi>rt  to  you  the  arrival  of  this  vessel, 
having  in  convoy  the  transport  Star  of  the  South,  with  WK>  troops  on 
board,  Brooklyn  regiment;  also  four  other  small  steamers  with  stores, 
etc.  Permit  me  to  submit  the  letter  of  first  assistant  engineer  of  this 
vessel  for  the  consideration  of  the  I)ei>artment. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t/ie  Navy,  WashingUm  City,  D.O. 


OPKRATION8  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

You  will  use  every  oxertion  in  your  power  to  tloat  this  vessel  and 
then  see  her  safely  U>  this  i)lace. 

If  the  persons  in  char^'e  have  been  dispossessed  you  will  recapture 
the  ]»roi)eller  with  the  eargo  and  bring  her  to  VVashinfrton. 

If  necessary  yon  can  have  the  assistance  of  any  of  the  steamers  from 
this  yard  that  may  hii|t]i(>n  to  be  at  hand. 

Very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Daiiluken, 

Commandant. 
Lieutenant  W.  C.  West, 

Coiinnandin<j  Steamer  Baltimore. 


(Tetognun.) 

Navy  Detaktment,  May  S,  1861, 
You  will  direct  the  IT.  8.  S.  Pawnee  to  sail  as  early  as  practicable 
t*) morrow  inorniug  and  eouvoy  a  schooner  lying  at  the  navy  yard,  hav- 
ing on  board  nninitinns  of  war,  etc.,  to  Old  Point. 
Very  respect tuJl.N, 

GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Sary  Yard,  WaMhington,  D.  G. 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  to  Commander  Jtotran, 
U.  S.  Nary,  rommanding  U.  S.  S.  fatcnee,  for  duty  as  convoy  and 
hearer  of  dixpatdics. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wdnhiiigton,  May  S,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will,  at  the  earliest  time  of  the  morning  when  the  light  is 
sufficient,  proceed  with  tlie  I'awuec  under  your  couuuaud  to  convoy  a 
schooner  as  tar  as  Old  Point,  now  lying  at  the  navy  yard  and  having 
on  board  munitions. 

Please  deliver  tlic  dispatches  and  letters  herewith  sent  you  to  the 

senior  naval  otlk-er  in  tlie  vicinity  of  I'^ortress  Monroe,  and  receive  any 

communications  whidi  the  coininandant  of  the  fortress  may  desire  to 

transmit. 

You  will  observe  the  condition  of  the  commanding  points  on  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant. 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commaiidintj  U.  S.  S,  Pawnee. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Jeffers,  V,  8.  Navy,  commanding  steamer  Philadel- 
phia, regarding  duty  executed  by  that  vessel. 

Steamer  PniLADKLPmA, 
Napy  Yard,  Washington,  May!),  ISCl — 6' p.  m. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  6tli  instant,  I  proceeded  to  the 
arsenal  and  conveyed  to  Fort  Washington  in  two  trips  eleven  cannon, 
with  tbeir  earriages,  and  a  large  quai\tity  of  amumnition  and  other 
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stores,  72  barrels  of  iniiHket  powder  U>  the  arseuiil  from  the  fort,  and 
convoyed  a  inopeller  loaded  with  powder,  and  two  other  vessels  with 
stores  to  the  city. 

Yesterday,  while  loading;  at  the  .irseiial  wharf,  the  stearaship  Colum- 
bia ran  into  this  vessel,  staviufj  thi'  port  wlieelhouse  and  IneakinK  one 
of  the  braces  of  the  tViiniiiiff.  I  tenijwtrarily  repaired  it  to  enable  uie 
t(t  comijlete  the  service  upon  whii'h  1  was  eugajred,  bnt  some  further 
work  will  be  retiuired. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  .Teffeks, 
Lieu triiatit..  Com manding. 
Commander  J.  A.  Daulcsken, 

Commandant  Xai'y  Yard,  Washingt4>n. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  transmitting  report  of 
IJvutfuant  Sprotiton,  U.  S.  Xavy,  commanding  uteamer  Powhatan,  of 
the  cruise  of  that  vessel  j»  the  Pot-omac  River. 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  May  9, 18G1. 
SiE :  I  enelose  herewith  rejxirt  of  Lientenaut  Sproston,  of  the  Poto- 
htitait,  retnnicd  last  night  about  3:.'U)  a.  m.  fniui  below. 

The  Baltimore  left  liisl    night  to  assist  the  propeller  ashore,  with 
orders  to  reeajiture  if  taken.    The  accidental  presence  of  the  other 
steamers  jtrobably  jjreveiited  this. 
The  Pawnee  left  eiirly  this  morning  with  schooner  nnder  convoy. 
I   have   receivetl   and   will  deliver  the  deta<!hmeut  of  Lientenant 
Sproston,  which  will  be  an  inconvenience  to  the  service  here  at  this  time. 
I  have  the  hunor  to  be,  very  re8i»ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahloren, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary. 


[Enoluinre.] 

U.  S.  Abdcbb  Steambb  Powhatan, 

Wajthingtoti  Xary  Yard,  May  \9],  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  left  Washington  navy  yard 
on  May  .T  at  11 :  'M  a.  m.,  in  i)be(lience  to  instructions. 

Communicated  with  Major  liaiusay  at  the  araensil;  he  hsul  no  dis- 
patches to  send.  Stopped  at  Fort  Washington  an<l  lauded  stores. 
Commandant  of  fort  was  advising  all  store  steamers  to  await  convoy 
up;  he  also  spoke  of  tlie  want  of  a  serviceable  battery  at  the  fort,  the 
guns  there  being  few  and  old.  Spoke  the  Pocahontas  (convoying)  and 
Anacostia.  At  4  j).  m.,  off  Lrfwer  Cedar  Point,  found  the  store  steamer 
Cataline  aground  on  a  ledge  of  rocks  near  mid-channel  buoy,  the  buoy 
being  placed  to  indicate  their  position.  She  had  stru<'k  at  '2:'.i0  p.  m., 
high  water.  Anchored  near  her.  Also  aiuthorcd  the  Kill  von  Kitit, 
which  was  steaming  by,  aii<l  jilaceil  her  in  charge  of  Mr.  Stephens, 
julot.  Anchored  off  the  steaui  tug  alongside  the  Cataline,  a  jwrtion  of 
the  cargo  being  transferre<l  to  her.  Sounding,  my  pilot  rejKirted  2i 
feet  forward  and  9  feet  aft.  Miide  i>re]>aration8  for  towing  the  Ciitaline 
oQ.  Sent  a  miilshi(tnuin  with  sixteen  soldiers  to  assist  iai  transporting 
cargo  aft.  At  it: 3(1,  hawsers  being  fa.-*t  from  this  steamer  and  tJie  Kill 
ton  KuU,  commuaced  towuig  her  off.   At  11  she  swung  into  tVxa  'iViSMsa.'Sa 
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and  at  12  got  clear  of  tbe  rocks.  Anchored  the  steamers  for  the  night, 
it  being  dark  and  rainy.  At  daylight  steamers  underway,  Cataline  and 
tug  steaming  up  the  river. 

May  6. — Kainy,  blowy  weather,  wind  8.  B.  Spoke  the  Chesapeake, 
bonnd  np  with  stores.  Exercised  the  crew  at  quarters,  fired  a  canister 
(300  yards),  5-second  shell,  l,tiO0  yards.  At  l:.'iO  p.  m.,  blowing  very 
fresh.  A  heavy  sea  oil  for  tlic  day.  Corisniniiii;  much  coal  and  mak-\ 
iug  little  way;  st-twd  inshore  and  anchored  oil'  Mill  Creek  with  both 
anchors,  keeping  12  pounds  of  steam  on.  Hcriiainder  of  the  day  blow- 
ing a  8.  E.  gale.  At  sunset  saw  two  transports  in  the  bay  steaming 
ui>;  blowing  too  heavy  to  g<»  out  to  thetu.  At  10  p,  m.  gale  broke  uj)  in 
a  thunderstorm.  Lights  and  boats  collecting  from  the  shore  astern, 
hailed  the  nearest  and  (ii<'d  a  musket.  Js'o  re[>ly.  Went  to  (juarters; 
prepared  for  slip[nug.  Manned  a  boat  and  i)ulle(l  in  a  circuit  of  2  miles 
round  and  inshore  of  the  steamers;  lights  out  and  boats  gone. 

May  7. — At  3  a.  m.,  underway;  afresh  S.  W  wind.  Twelve  miles 
N.  E.  from  New  Point  passed  a  sunken  schooner;  half  of  lower  masts 
above  water;  some  ligging  still  on  topmasts.  Tliree  miles  below  thiaj 
passed  another  wreck  awash;  jiosition  dangerous  for  vessels  bound 
down.  No  masts  standing  un  this  second  wreck.  Oft'  New  Point  made 
a  ship  standing  uji;  tired  a  blank  cartridge;  no  notice  being  taken, 
sent  a  shell  across  her  bows.  She  li()ve  to.  Boarded  her;  found  her  to 
be  a  IMchmond  vessel  {t'hentbim)  bound  to  I^altimore,  with  a  pass  from 
Captain  Marston,  of  the  CitmberlmuL  At  11a.  m.  anchore<l  alongside 
the  tlagship  Ctimherltind  and  delivered  dispatches  to  the  flag  officer; 
then  steamed  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  took  in  0  tons  of  coal  li-om  one 
of  several  prize  schooners.  Lifted  the  cylinder  head  and  repacked  the 
piston.  At  5  p.  m.  steamed  up  t(»  the  Ctimberhmd,  received  dispatches, 
and  kejtt  on  up  the  bay.  At  midnight  oft'  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac. 
Shore  lights  confusing  and  water  shoaling;  stood  out  to  4  fathoms  and 
anchored. 

Mny  8. — At  daylight  found  the  ship  anchored  off  Smith's  Point.  The 
lights  seen  during  tbe  night,  from  bearings  taken,  must  have  been 
false  lights  on  the  Virginia  side.  Such  lights  about  Smith's  Point  are 
very  dangerous.  I'oiut  Lookout  light  was  not  lighted.  At  10  a.  m. 
sent  an  officer  on  board  a  schooner;  her  deck  load  proved  to  be  hogs- 
heads ot  tobacco;  and  theu  to  a  Bremen  bark,  bound  from  Alexandria  to 
New  York  for  a  cargo.  At  11  spoke  the  Mount  Vrnton  surveying.  At 
SO-minutes  p.  m.  boarded  the  propeller  Ovinijon  \<M(irnra]  ashore  on  the 
Virginia  side;  found  a  guard  on  boiird  from  the  Anacostia,  the  pro- 
peller having  tieldpieces  and  stores  on  her  decks.  Got  a  hawser  and 
kedge  from  the  Anavost'ut,  steamed  into  draft,  carried  out  the  hawser, 
and  commenced  towing  ofl'  the  tug,  when  the  hawser  parted.  Shortly 
after  the  discharge  box  of  this  steamer's  engine  (of  cast  iron)  com- 
menced leaking  badly,  and  was  obliged  to  get  underway  at  once.  Put 
on  all  steam  {mmps,  stood  up  the  river,  and  kept  leak  under.  Pass- 
ing a  iiropeller  steaming  down,  by  request  of  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Fillebrown,  ordered  her  to  pass  within  hail  of  the  Anacontia.  A 
side-wheel  steamer  of  light  draft  and  two  hawsers  are  requisite  to 
get  the  propeller  off,  or  a  large  boat  to  discharge  portion  of  cargo  into. 
The  pilot  of  this  propeller  was  picked  up  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  was  allowed  to  leave  her  after  the  vessel  grounded,  very  improp- 
erly. The  vessel  is  on  shore  nearly  a  mile  from  the  channel,  and  the 
whole  has  the  appearance  of  intention.  Her  position  is  on  Yates  Bar, 
near  wreck  of  light  boat  on  Virginia  side.  Anacontia  at  anchor  two- 
thirds  of  a  mile  off  near  white  and  black  can  buoy.  Guard  is  to  remain 
oa  board  propeller  and  night  BignaAs  atft  aTTanseA.. 
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WliiloatOM  Point  uotired  Kt't'i't  activity  ou  the  part  of  jjiiu boats, 
Afonticdh  Clime  down  from  off  t'raiiey  Point;  bad  been  well  within 
range  of  battery  without  bcin;;  fired  at.  Tug  Xeptune'ii  Cur  had  gone 
U|)  the  Virginia  side  of  the  bay  hwking  for  batteries.  The  Yankee  had 
just  returned  fron>  off  Yorktown,  York  River,  (iO  f  tJ]  miles  up.  A  batt«ry 
there  tired  teu  tiiiie.s  at  her;  no  shot  struck.  The  steamers  Kctlar  and 
Kill  roil  KkII  were  huuliiig  ordnance  stores  and  iirovisioiis  at  the  fort, 
which  i.i  garrisoned  iiy  l,fUH»  men.  A  schooner  loaded  with  arms  and 
clothing  for  North  Carolina  is  a  jirize.  Two  little  steamboats  and  a 
dozen  schooners  are  prizes.  The  Xiiijiura  is  expected  daily.  .Saw  a 
secession  gunboat  at  tlie  end  (»f  James  Itiver  reeouiioitering.  Intelli- 
gence from  the  fJosport  INorfolkj  navy  yard  unreliable.  (Quaker  Ciiif 
off  the  llorsesbne  Itoaniiug.  Soldiers  in  Fortress  MourfKJ  mounting 
guns.  Large  gun  still  on  beach  in  front  of  fort.  Yessels  when  boarded 
are  warned  not  to  attempt  to  entw  a  Virginia  or  Southern  port.  The 
bay  boats  from  Baltimore  have  beerr  stopped. 

Tons. 

Con]  sit  the  navy  yard j 46 

Keceived  iit  Fortress  Monroe 6 

51 
ExpeDde<l 40 

^m  Remaining 11 

^^t^^     Very  resixsctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^^^^  J.  Glendv  Spbostok, 

^^^^^F  Lieutenant,  Commandintj  I'otclMtan. 

¥  C'onimander  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

^^  Comiiifnidiiuj  U.  S.  yary  Yard,  Washinfjt-on,  D,  O. 

■        Letter  from  Robert  Spear,  exq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requenting 
^^^  Government  protection  of  hin  property. 

^^  Washington,  May  10, 18G1. 

Snt:  I  have  a  large  qiiantity  of  ship  timber  lying  on  the  banks  of 
the  Potomac  in  Maryland  cut  for  the  navy  yards.  1  hiwl  dis])atch6d 
vessels  to  take  the  timber  away,  but  the  crews,  warned  of  danger  when 
near  the  binding,  departed  without  attempting  to  loa<l.  One  of  these 
vessels  now  lies  iii  a  creek  on  Virginia  side  riv«T,  the  crew  having 
abandoiH'd  her.  The  other  has  retr<'ated  to  some  place  of  safety  and 
suppose  her  to  be  lying  near  l-'ort  Monroe. 

1  respe(!tlully  sitlicit  the  protection  of  the  Govemnieut  and  the  iw^sist- 
aiu'e  of  a  steam  tug  tr»  enable  me  in  security  to  bring  these  vessels  to 
the  landing  of  the  timber. 

With  great  resi>ect,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBEKT   SPEAB. 

Hon.  Secrktaev  of  Navt, 


^ 


Report  of  commanihmt  navy  yard,  Washington,  of  the  return  of  Ktenmert 
Mount  Vernon  and  Anaeoxtia  from  duty  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wajihinijton,  May  10,  tWl. 
Sir:  The  steamers  Mount  Vernon  and  Anaamtia^  wlueV\,b>'s  ^cvnx  vst^«x 
the  6th  instant,  were  placed  at  the  d\&\M>&a\  ol  tVa "SseR-^fcXax^  <aS.  ^i2sv«6. 
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kc  AHD  rappahaxhock: 


Treasury  for  a  few  dnys,  retunie<l  yesterday  and  I  fomrard  herewith 
tbe  reports*  of  the  officers  eomuniDdiug  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J>'o.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

SecreUiry  of  ike  Xarff. 

IKaetman.} 

Stejimboat  Mot-XT  Verkon, 

Xari/  Yard,  Wiuhington,  May  9,  1861. 
Sir:  Having  performed  the  duty  asiidgued  me  in  your  order  of  the 
7th  instant.  I  have  the  honor  to  rejwrt  my  return. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jso.  H.  Russell, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Commander  .Tnijx  A.  Dahlgben. 

Commandant  Xavy  Yard.  Wajihintiton. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  f;ard,\Vnxhin«jton,  to  Lieutenant  Wett,  U.  8. 
Xnry,  oommnnding  xtainitr  Baltimore. 

Coscslasdaxt's  Office.  Navy  Yakd, 

Washington.  May  10,  1S61. 
SiK :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Baltimore  to  the  Washington  Arsenal 
and  take  on  board  such  persons  and  things  as  may  be  there  for  Fort 
Washington.     After  remaining  at  the  fort  a  reasonable  time  return  to 
this  place. 

Kespectfnlly,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dahlgben, 

Commander. 
_  Lieutenant  West, 

Commanding  Steamer  Baltimore. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Wuthinffton,  tranitmitting  report  of 
Mauler  Hoirixon.  f.  iS.  Xary,  commanding  uteamer  Baltimore,  ofasxist- 
ance  rendered  to  transport  (Jctorara. 

Commandant'-s  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wa»hing1on,  May  11,  1861. 
8lB:  I  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Master  Howison,  who  was  sent 
down  the  river  in  the  steamboat  Baltimore  on  the  8th  instant  in  con- 
formity to  orders  of  the  Department. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 

'  Bai>ort  of  Jnacottia  out  found. 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK.   455 

[Eotiluaan.] 

tJ.  S.  S.  Hai.timokk, 

Wiu<l(in{itoit,  May  9,  ISCl. 

Sir:  In  obcdieitcc  to  your  onler  of  tlie  SHi  I  ((tok  coiniiiaiul  of  the 
liiiliiiiiori'  am!  proceeileit  down  tlii'  rivt-r.  Sjinke  tin-  steaiiu'v  Poirhittnn, 
bound  to  Washiiifitou.  Foiuid  tin-  steaiiiL-r  Ihturttni  alioat  otV  Lower 
Cechir  Point.  Took  her  in  tow  and  hroiijjht  her  to  rlio  nav>'  yard. 
Spoke  the  steamer  Mount  Vernon,  i\l  iinehor  uiX  Maryland  Point;  the 
^Hrtt'o.i<f(((,  at  ant'horotl'  Lower  Cedar  Point.  No  appearaiife  of  hostili- 
ties along  the  shore. 

Very  resijeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  IJdwiron, 

Master,  U,  S.  Navy. 
Coiumauder  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandiny  Kaval  Isiation,  WashiitgtoH. 


Order  of  eonunfitidmit  nary  yard,  Wafthivyion,  to  Commander  QiUi«,  U.  S. 
Ncivy,  coiitmtuiiliny  V.  8.  S.  Vovahonluti,  for  coiiroy  duty. 

OOMMANDANT'«   OFFICK,    NAVY   YaBD, 

Washington,  May  11,  ISlll. 
Sir  :  It  is  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  that  you  will  get 
steam  up  at  once  to  convoy  down  tho  river  the  steamer  PhUadelphia. 
1  am,  resi)ectfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   A.    DAaLOBEN. 

Commander  ,1.  P.  Oillis, 

Commanding  Steamer  Pocahontas. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  X^ary,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
of  immediate  compliance  with  orders  from  the  Department. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

X(iry  Yiird,  Washington,  May  11,  ISCl — 11  a.  m. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receijit  of  your  order  of 
the  Httli  instant.  Will  liiiish  the  work  on  engines  on  our  return.  We 
hasten  to  get  up  steam  to  comiily  with  your  telegraphic  order  received 
at  navy  yard  a  few  moments  since,  as  we  desire  to  be  always  at  call  for 
duty. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obetlieut  servant, 

.Inc.  p.  Oillis, 
Covnnafider,  U.  S.  Xavy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

iSecrctary  Natiy,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  to  Lietitenant  Jeffers,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  steamer  Philadelphia,  to  proceed  on  transport  duty 
to  tiaey  yards  at  Philadelphia  and  Sew  York, 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yaed, 

Washington,  May  11,  I8(il.       n 
Sir:  Yon  will  take  charge  of  the  Philadelphia  and  after  lea.vv\\s<L.VVi>sfc^  ' 
yard  touch  at  the  8t.<nie  wharf  of  the  obaetVAVo^^  A\\<\.\«««ivN«iSxwsk."<3Bia 
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superiiiteiRleut  such  articles  :is  lie  desires  to  seud  to  Philadelphia  or 
New  York.  You  may  also  touch  at  I''ort  Washiu<;ton  if  necessary,  thence 
proceed  to  Port  Mouroo  aud  deliver  the  dispatches  herewith  hauded 
you.  Also  land  the  rifled  hctwitzer  addressed  to  Commodore  Striughaiu. 
Proceed  thence  to  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard  an<l  land  the  articles 
designed  for  that  place;  then  to  New  York  yard,  where  you  will  leave 
the  remainder.  Finally,  receive  on  board  supplies  of  any  description  for 
ordnance  or  other  purposes  for  this  place  and  return  to  Washiuffton. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
Lieutenaut  Commaudiug  Jkfi-krs, 

iSteambottt  Philadelphia, 


[Teiegnm.] 

Navy  Y'ard,  May  11,  186'1. 
I  have  just  been  informed  by  a  Mr.  Bunh  that  two  small  vessels  were 
detiiined  last  evening  at  Alexaudria.     One  of  tliem  was  tired  at.     Ue 
says  also  that  some  changes  in  telegrapliic  communications  are  makiujr 
near  Alexandria.    I  have  sent  up  the  man  with  a  note. 

Jno.  A.  Daiuxjeen, 

Comviatidant. 
Navy  Department. 


[Telugrftm.] 

[Navy  Department],  May  11,  [1861.] 
If  you  Lave  an  armed  vessel  capable  of  affording  protection  to  ves- 
sels send  her  oil'  Alexandria.    Answer. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Xavy, 
Captain  Dahlgren. 


[Telegrais.] 

Navy  Yakd,  May  11, 1861. 
The  river  steamers  have  each  a  .'W-pounder  and  some  rifles,  but  they 
are  mere  shells  and  could  uot  resist  grapeshot  fiom  the  wharves.  Their 
weakness  might  invite  aggression.  The  heavy  broadside  of  the  Pawnee 
is  just  suitable  for  the  case,  as  it  would  overawe  all  opposition,  aud  I 
would  recommend  a  steamer  to  go  from  here  with  orders  for  the  Pawnee 
to  take  position  near  Alexandria  for  the  purpose  iiitendetl. 

Jnu.  a.  Daulgren, 

Commandant. 
Secret Auv  Navy. 


(Telegnm.) 

Navy  Yard,  May  ii,  1861. 
(Received  at  Washington,  8  o'clock  p.  m.) 
Immediately  after  Mr.  Fox  had  left  the  yard  the  Pairnee  wan  seen 
coming  around  the  point,  and  in  order  to  expedite  her  departure  for 
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Alexandria,  as  most  tit  to  execute  your  telegraphic  order,  I  prot^ecded 
myself  iu  a  steamer.  She  entered  the  braucli,  however,  too  soou,  and 
being  so  very  long  eould  only  wind  near  the  navy  yard.  In  her  cabin 
I  wrote  an  order  to  Captain  Kowaii  to  go  to  Alexandria  t«  jmitect  pass- 
ing vessels,  and  nbout  G:30  [p.  ni.j  1  lett  Itini  in  tlie  Potomac  well  on 
his  way  to  hi.s  post.  I  ])r<)[K>se  to  coiiimuuieate  witli  him  to-morrow  at 
1  o'clock  and  will  send  any  further  orders  you  plea.se. 

J  NO.  A.  Dahluken, 

Commanda7it. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  Navy, 


Report  of  oommaTidant  nary  yard,  Wanlihuilon,  regarding  protectwn  to 
■rfV(«e/«  at  Alexandria,  \'a. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

WaMugton,  May  13, 1861. 
Sra :  When  your  telegraphic  order  of  yesterday  was  received  in  the 
afternoon  there  M'as  no  armed  vessel  at  the  yard  i»roperly  capable  of 
affording  protection  to  vessels  passing  Alexandria,  but  soon  afterwards 
the  Pawnee  was  discovered  below  Giesboro  Toint.  With  a  view  of 
acting  more  i)romptly  than  by  a  written  order  I  went  to  meet  her  in  a 
steamboat,  and  gave  directions  to  her  commander  to  return  to  Alexan- 
dria and  carry  out  there  the  written  order,  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
enclosed.  The  Pawtiee  reached  her  station  otl'  Alexandria  by  dark  and 
awaits  the  further  orders  of  iJepartuient. 

1  have  the  honttr  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  A.  Dahlgrkn, 

Commandatit. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretary  of  the  N'avy. 

[Enoloaois.] 

U.  S.  8.  Pa-wneb, 
Off  Navy  Yard,  May  11,  1861. 
Sir  :  Tou  will  proceed  off  Alexandria  with  this  steamer  under  your 
command,  in  order  to  jtrotect  vessels  passing  that  place,  and  keep  the 
Navy  Department  informed  of  your  movements  and  of  any  that  may 
come  under  your  notice  ashoie. 

Very  respcctlidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahloren, 

Commandant, 
Captain  Rowan, 

Commanding  Pawnee. 


Report  of  Commander  GillU,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U,  8,  8.  Pocahon- 
tas, of  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  in  performing  convoy  duty. 

U.  S.  S.  P0CAH0NTA.S, 

Potomac  River,  May  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  ytmr  order,  we  left  the  navy  yard  about  1  p.  m., 
taking  under  convoy  the  river  steamer  Philadelphia,  heavily  laden 
with  munitions  of  war.     Proceeding  down  the  river^met  the  U.  &»&_ 
Pawnee  above  Fort  Washington,  bound  uy. 
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At  5:30  ft.  ni.,  12th,  8p<*ke  tlje  traiisi»ort  steamer  Bienville,  with 
Maiiie  troops  on  board;  liaviii^  a  pilot,  directed  her  to  continue  on  to 
Arsenal  (Greenle4vf]  I'oint.  She  reports  another  to  arrive  with  more 
troops  from  Maine.  At  8  a.  m.,  spoke  transport  jiropeller  Mat^nza«, 
from  New  York,  with  70  troopa  and  a  ((uantity  nf  stores;  she  also  had 
a  pilot,  and  reports  Cahntcba  coming  wiilh  Maine  regiment  1,5U()  strong 
(a  portion  of  them  on  board  the  HlniriUt).  Instrncted  her  to  prfjceed  \ 
to  navy  yard,  Washington.  We  then  steamed  down  the  river,  Philn- 
delphi a  ahead.  At  it  :45  a.  ni.,  spoke  steam  tug  Elizabeth,  from  Perry- 
ville,with  Government  stores,  bound  to  navy  yard.  At  meridian, 
boarded  the  schooner  «SVi//y  Franccx,  from  Accomac,  bound  to  Wash- 
ington with  provisions.  At  1 :30  p.  m.,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  sjwke  ship 
•S'fo dirt,  from  Itotterdam  for  Baltimore.  At  6:45  p.  m.  spoke  the  Kill 
Von  Kull,  trom  Perry ville,  for  New  York;  no  steamers  then  in  sight, 
stood  into  the  entrance  of  Potomac  and  took  in  tow  the  schooner  Sally 
Fraiucx.  Finding  her  owner  to  be  a  good  I'nioii  man,  I  dispatched 
him  off  Arsenal  (Greenleaf]  Point  to  Washington,  with  his  provisions, 
and  will  now  proc.eeil  in  searcJi  of  the  Cahairlxt,  transport. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  P.  GiLLlS, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Xiivy,  Washinf/toii  City, 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  NeiP   York,  regardina  the  preparation 

of  the  "■flying  fotilla:'' 

Nav^'  Yard,  New  York,  May  13, 1861. 
Sra;  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  flotilla  preparing 
here  under  the  direction  of  Commander  Ward  consists  of  tlie  Thoma« 
Freeborn,  side-wheel  steamer,  carrying  two  .'W-pounder.'^,  and  the  small 
screw  vessels  Resolntc  and  liilinnce,  carrying  each  a  -4-i)onnder  how- 
itzer with  a  lUpounder  if  it  is  to  be  had.  It  will  pr()bably  lie  ready  for 
sea  in  four  or  five  days.  Tlieir  ofiicers,  with  one  or  two  excei>tions,  have 
been  appointed  as  suggested  by  Commander  Ward.  I  subjoin  a  return 
of  the  personnel  of  each  as  I'eciuired  by  the  commander  of  the  tlotilla. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commatidant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  i lie  Nary,  Waiihinffton, 

For  thr  Thomas  Freeborn. — 1  master  (apitointed),  2  master's  mates, 
1  assistant  surgeon  (selected),  1  second  assistant  engineer,  1  third 
assistant  engineer,  1   i)urser's  clerk  (appointed),  1  carpenter's  mate, 

1  gunner's  mate,  1  ship's  cook,  7  seamen,  7  ordinary  seamen,  8  landsmen, 

2  boys,  3  extra  men  for  8ch()ouers  (one  each)  as  ship  kcejiers,  1  Chesa- 
peake pilot,  1  lirst-class  fireman,  2  .second-class  Uremen,  2  coal  heavers. 

For  the  Resolute. — 1  master  (appointed),  1  master's  mate,  1  second 
iissistaut  engineer  (apitointed),  1  first-class  fireman,  2  secfiud-class  fire- 
men,  1   shii)'s  cook,  1   quartermaster,  3  seamen,  0  ordinary  seamen, 

3  landsmen. 

For  the  Reliance. — 1  master  (appointed),  1  master's  mate,  1  second 
assistant  engineer  (appointed),  1  first-class  fireman,  2  second-closa 
firemen,  1  sliip's  cook,  1  quartermaster,  3  seanieu,  ti  ordinary  seanieUj 
3  laailamou. 


: 
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[Telef^run.  ] 

Navy  DEPARTAfRNT,  May  [13],  1861, 
If  the  Pawnee  leonaius  within  reach  you  can  send  the  Pocahontas  as 
sugyesteil.     Oue  of  these  vessels  should  remain  near  Washington. 

CiLDKON    VVkLLES, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
Captain  Dahlgrem, 

WttshuujUm  Nary  Yard. 


Report   of  commandant  nary  yard,    Washington,  regarding  dispatch  of 
■tesgeh  to  the  mouth  of  Rappahannock  River, 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Waghington,  May  13,  1861. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  your  telegraphic  dispatch*  the  Pocahontas 
hiid  gone  down  the  river,  but  I  sent  an  order  after  her,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed.  In  pursuance  thereof  the  Pocahontati  will  repair  to  the 
mouth  of  the  l!appiihiiiiuoi-k,  attended  by  the  Moitnt  Vernon,  aud 
observe  the  steamers  said  to  be  at  that  river. 

The  Pairnee  is  at  Alexandria  and  can  be  rec-alled  here  in  an  hour's 
notice. 

The  Powhatan  remains  here,  but  not  being  in  serviceable  order  the 
Anacontiti,  if  not  othi-rwise  required,  might  also  remain  during  the 
absence  of  the  Jkiltimon;  whicli  may  not  [be|  beyond  tomorrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Daiiloren, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Kni'lonoro.] 

COMMANDANT'8  OFFICE,  NaVY  YaRD, 

Washington,  May  13,  1861. 
Sre:  It  is  the  direction  of  the  honorable  Secrretary  of  the  Navy  that 
you  proceed  on  the  receipt  of  this  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock 
River  and  there  remain  in  observation  of  two  steamboats  said  to  be 
armed  and  plying  in  that  vicinity. 

They  are  the  Virginia  and  the  Logan,  reported  to  be  armed  eat:h  with 
a  32pounder  and  a  number  of  men. 

The  order'  of  the  Navy  Department,  which  1  enclose,  will  be  your 
guidance  ni  case  you  fall  iti  with  either  of  them. 

The  Mount  \'rrno>t  will  bear  you  company  and  yon  will  deliver  to  the 
coinnianding  officer  the  enclosed  order  in  case  of  meeting  him. 

You  will  remain  there  until  recalled  or  until  j-our  coal  or  provisions 
reciuire  renewal;  of  which,  h()wever,  you  will  advise  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment in  advance  if  an  opitortunity  occurs. 

tVery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Commandant. 
Commander  J.  P.  (tILLIS, 
Commaruling  Steamer  Pooakontas. 
'  Not  found. 


Srn :  Proceed  with  tlie  Powhatan  [Mount  Vernon]  under  your  com- 
mand down  the  bay  to  examine  and  rephice,  if  necessary,  sach  buoys 
as  liave  been  removwl. 

Touch  at  Fort  Washington,  examine  the  hanks,  communicate  with 
the  Paicnee  or  other  vessels.    Armed  steiiniers  are  said  to  be  in  the 
habit  of  crossing  the  bay  from  the  Ua]>pahamiock  at  night.     You  will 
verify  this  as  far  as  it  is  in  your  power  to  do  so. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dahlgeen. 
Lieutenant  [John  G.]  Sproston, 

Commanding  Steamer  Powhatan  [Mount  VemoH\. 


Order  of  eommand/int  nary  yard,  VTashinflion,  io  TAeutenant  Went,  U.  8. 
Xary,  commanding  xtcamer  Baltimore. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navt  Yard, 

Washington,  May  13,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  lialtimore  Mwdev  your  com- 
mand and  on   falling  in  with  the  Pocahontan  you   will   deliver   the 
enclosed  dorument*  and  convoy  back  any  vessels  she  may  have  under 
care  at  the  time. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben. 
Lieutenant  W.  C.  West,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Baltimore. 


Report  of  Commander  GiUin,  U.  S.  Xai'i/,  i^ontmanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocafion- 
ta«,  of  the  cruinc  of  that  vchhcI  in  performing  convoy  duty. 

II.  S.  S.  PorAliONTAS, 

Off  Arxmal  [OreFnlraf]  Point,  Washington,  May  13, 1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  proceeded  ou  the  11th  instant  con- 
voying the  Philadelphia  iio'WTi  the  Potomsie. 

On  the  the  12tli  sjioke  transjHMt  Nteiiniers  BienviUe  and  Matama*, 
with  troops  and  stores  on  board.  Instructed  them  to  proceed  to  Arse- 
nal (Greeuleaf  J  Point  and  navy  yurd. 

The  Cahawlia  is  rei>orted  as  on  ber  way  here  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Maine  regiment  on  board  {1,.'jOO  strong  in  all).  I  will  go  in  search 
and  convoy  hev  up. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  P.  GiLLIS, 

Commander,  U,  S.  Xavy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington. 

*  S«e  two  prtMtedinfr  diapatchos. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Yard,  May  13,  1S61. 
The  Pocahontas  reports  arrival,  having  convoyed  Bienville  and  Matan- 
zas,  and  returns  to  convoy  Gahawba  with  1,500  Maine  troops.    Written 
report  just  forwarded. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlcjken, 

Commandant. 
Navy  Depaktmknt. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  6'.  yai-y,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahon- 
ton,  of  tJie  cruise  of  that  vessel  in  performing  convoy  duty. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Off  Cockpit  Point,  Potnmuc  Hirer,  May  13,  18>Sl — 8  p.  m. 
Sib:  After  reportin;;  my  arrival  to  yoti  at  meridian  to-day  I  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river  in  search  of  the  transport  Hteamer  Cahawba,  the 
same  we  were  on  the  lookout  for  in  the  Chesapeake  yesterday.  We 
have  fallen  in  with  lier  (tfi'  thi.s  point  and  iire  now  couvoyin^j  her  to 
Arsenal  [Green leaf]  Point.  Slie  liiisH(Ml  troops  on  board,  Maine  regi- 
ment mentioned  in  my  lasL  We  will  arrive  early  in  tlie  morning  (14th) 
and  jiroceed  to  navy  yard  to  finish  repairs  of  engine,  etc.,  alluded  to 
in  a  former  communication. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Nary. 

P.  S. — 1  hart  written  the  preceding  when  the  Baltimore,  river  steamer, 
was  met  with  dis]);itclie.s  for  me.     Your  orders  to  proceed  to  Kay)pa- 
hannock  Kivcr  shall  be  promptly  obeyed.     We  carry  but  seven  days 
coal  and  have  now  been  out  three  days,  leaving  four  days  of  fuel. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Jno.  p.  G. 


[XetegTSm.] 

Navy  Department,  [May  13, 1861.] 
Commander  Ward's  vessels  are  very  much  want«d.    There  is  great 
delay. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Xavy. 
C  ptain  Breese, 

New  York  Yard. 


Report  of  Commander  Oillix,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8,  Pocahontan, 
transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Sproxton,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding 
steamer  Mount  Vernon,  regarding  battery  on  Aquia  Creek. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Potomac  River,  near  Blakintone  f/«/«iirfJ  Point, 

May  II,  1861—11:30  a.  m. 

Sir  :  Having  reported  to  you  by  the  Baltimore  last  evening.,  we.  ^wv 
ceedeil  down  the. Potomac,  and  this  moTma^Tl  a»\a..,\sJ^'va.'«^fia-^5*^ 


Mount  \'enii>n  off  Aqiii:i  (Oreek.  I >t'liv«<r<'<l  to  Lieuleiiiuit  SjJi'oston  his 
orders  with  instructions.  He  rejiorts  to  me  an  eartli  buttery  with  four 
enibriisuresaud  one  .■52])(Hin<letiiiiiiiiitc(l ;  also  one  lielil  piece,  with  about 
fifty  men.  Tlieir  gun  was  niauiiecl,  but  no  further  aggressive  movement 
seen. 

I  clifect-e<l  l.ieutenant  Sproston  to  sencJ  liijs  pilot  on  board  tliis  vessel, 
wbt)  reports  the  ebannel  al  A(]uia  very  narrow,  with  but  H>  to  1- feet 
of  water — not  room  eiiougli  to  turn  tlie  vessel  in.  My  pilot  says  tliei°e 
18  but !»  feet. 

I  eonrlndi'  it  best  under  theeireunistances  to  proeeed  in  obedience  to 
your  inatruetions  to  the  liap]ialiannoek. 

If  a  storming  party  were  in  an  armed  steamer  of  light  draft,  with 
boat«  to  land,  tlie  battery  could  be  taken  and  destroyed.  Heport  says 
they  have  four  Sl'-pounders  and  two  lieldpieces. 

I  forward  this  by  the  Marion,  transport,  bound  to  Washingtou  from 
New  York,  with  stores,  I  suppose. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•iNO.   P.  GiLLIS, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Xary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  Nary,  Waiihington. 

I  £Deln«are.] 
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O/Vf     M/L£. 


Mount  Vernon, 
Lieutenant  Sproston,  Commanding, 

Off  Aqnia  Creek,  May  If. 

Anchored  thenight  previous  in  position  1.   Shortly  after  beard  thebeat- 

ingof  drums  at  Aijuia  Creek  landing.    At  midnight  bhiwing  and  raining, 

let  go  the  second  anchor.   At  dayligh  t  the  reveille  was  beaten  in  the  same 
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quarter.  Weighed  anolior  and  stcKxI  in  as  indicated  by  curved  line.  Dis- 
covered an  earthen  battery  inshore  of  tlie  end  of  wharf.  When  within 
abont  a  third  of  :i  mile  stopped  the  boat,  keei»iny  the  long  gnn  trained  on 
the  battery.  Ubsei'vcd  with  the  glass  an  earthen  liatterj-jseniicircnlar  in 
form,  having:  four  embrasures;  in  the.one  nextthehonsewas  a.'S^iKinnder 
manned  and  trained  on  the  boat,  an  otlicer  holding  the  lock  string.  In 
the  second  embrasure  they  were  i)reparing  to  mount  a  gun.  In  the 
third  was  aiiparenHy  a  tield|)ieie  pointed  toward  the  opposite  side  of 
the  wharf,  at  the  enti  of  which  we  supposed,  from  the  number  of  men 
gathered  there,  were  two  more  lieldpieces  concealed.  The  men,  some 
twenty  in  number,  at  first  advanced  to  the  end  of  tlie  wharf,  anil  then, 
as  we  api)roachcd,  retiied  to  the  main  fortidcation,  where  they  were 
now  engaged  in  cutting  down  two  trees  in  front  of  the  fort,  training 
the  large  guns  and  Joatlriig  small  anus  and  digging  out  the  interior  of 
the  fort,  most  of  which  was  visible  to  the  eye  unassisted  by  a  glass. 

While  steaming  into  position  noticed  the  I'ocahonta^  coming  down 
the  river.  Having  remained  stationary  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes, 
making  the  above  observations,  backed  round,  steamed  out,  and  com- 
municated with  the  I'ocohontas. 

I  am  infi>riue(l  by  my  pih)t  (Captain  Walter)  that  a  young  man,  Henry 
Hainey,  who  runs  a  sloop  in  the  river  and  who  was  driven  out  of  Alex- 
andria on  account  of  his  Union  sentiments,  came  up  from  Aqnia  Creek 
yesterday  and  reported  having  seen  therein  battery  four  guns  of  the 
size  of  this  steamer's  (^SUpounder)  and  two  (ieldiiieces.  1  noticed  about 
fitty  men  in  and  about  the  battery,  many  muskets,  and  some  in  uniform. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•T.    (iLENDV    SPUOSTON, 

I/WutenanU  Commanding  Mount  Venion. 

Commander  Gii.Lis,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pocahontas. 


Report  of  Lieuttnunit  Trpiiebdrd,  U.  8.  Kari/,  rommnnding  U.  8.  8,  Key- 
atone  8tate,  of  transport  duty  performed  bij  that  vetisel. 

U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State, 

Washington,  May  14,  1861. 
Sir:   1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  of  this  vessel^ 
which  sailed  on  the  4th  instant  in  conformity  with  instrnctions  from 
the  Dejiartment  of  the  3d  instant. 

The  steamer  priK-eeded  on  the  afternorm  of  the  3d  to  the  arsenal, 
received  on  board  a  number  of  gun  carriages,  ordnance  stores,  etc., 
which  were  landed  at  Forts  Washington  and  Monroe.  Upon  arriving 
at  the  last-named  place  I  found  the  steamer  Camhridge  Uiking  in  the 
Colnnibiads,  shot,  and  shell  that  this  vessel  was  designed  to  convey  to 
Washington.  1  then  proceeded  with  all  possible  di8i)atc^h  to  New  York, 
arriving  there  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  and,  after  receiving  on  board 
from  the  navy  yard  the  provisions  and  from  the  assistant  quartermaster- 
general  three  rilled  cannon  and  two  brass  fieldpieces,  sailed  for  this 
place,  arriving  here  at  10  o'cloc^k  this  morning.  The  vessel  was  delayed 
some  twelve  hours  in  the  Potomac,  owing  to  a  dense  fog. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi>ectfuriy,  your  obeilient  servant, 

Stephen  I).  Trenchakd, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  y a rfi,  H'aji/itju/ton,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  commandant  nacy  yard,  Wanhington,  to  TAcutenant  West,  U.  8. 
Kavy,  commanding  gieamer  Baltimore,  for  duty  as  transport  and  bearer 
of  dinpatvhcs. 

Commandant's  Office,  Xavv  Yard, 

Wanhinijton,  May  15,  18G1. 

Sir:  You  will  take  command  of  the  steamer  Baltimore,  proceed  wirh 
her  to  the  steamer  rocnhontn.H,  and  deliver  the  coal  intended  for  that 
vessel.  After  deliveriii{r  the  coal,  proccetl  to  Fort  Monroe  and  deliver 
the  dispatches  herewith  handed  you.  Touch  at  Fort  ^VasbingtOQ  in 
passing  if  there  ho  any  necessity  for  so  doing. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dahloren. 
Lieutenant  W.  C.  "West,  F.  S.  Xavy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Baltimore. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Fillehrovm,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ana- 
costia,  of  information  received  during  a  reconnoissance  on  thai  tetsel, 

U.  S.  S.  Anacostia, 

Washington,  May  15,  1861 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  today  I 
made  a  trip  down  the  I'otomac  as  far  as  Smith's  Point  (about  45  miles), 
having  on  board  Lieutenant  (Thomas  S.]  I'heljis,  of  the  Coast  Surveyj 
now  engaged  in  making  a  reconnoissance  of  the  river. 

As  far  as  we  could  iliseover,  there  were  no  indications  of  batteries 
being  ere<'ted,  nor  could  we  perceive  any  hostile  gathering  or  any  assem- 
blage of  persons. 

From  a  fishcrmiui  who  was  at  Dumfries  on  Sunday  iaat  I  gathered 
the  intbruiatioii  that  there  were  no  troops  assembling  there.  He  i*ei>orts 
that  a  week  previous  1o  tliat  time  tliere  had  been  a  company  of  aboal 
one  hundred  men  there,  but  they  only  remained  one  day. 

This  mau  also  informed  nre  tliat  tliere  is  a  battery  being  constructed 
at  Afjuia  Cre<'k,  a  short  distance  from  the  wharf,  the  guus,  some  tenor 
fifteen  m  number,  having  been  brought  either  from  Richmond  or  Fred' 
erick.sburg  by  rail. 

Tliis  liwhermau  obtained  his  iiif(«'mation  from  hands  employed  by  a 
man  named  Ivvaiis,  who,  be  says,  is  engaged  in  conveying  mails  to  the 
Maryland  shore  from  a  place  kuoMii  as  Evansport,  opposit*  Budd's 
Ferry. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obeilient  servant, 

Thos.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  GrDEON  Welles, 

Seerctary  of  the  Navy,  WaHhington,  D.  G. 


'm 


Report  of  Commander  Oillis,  U.  8.  Nary,  cotnmanding  U.  8.  8.  Pocahon 
tas,  of  condition  of  affairs  in  the  RappdlKumock  River,  transmitting'' 
report  of  Lieutenant  tSproston,  U.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S,  PocAnoxTAs, 
ChcKapcake  Bay,  May  16, 1861. 

SiK:  I  would  respectfully  state  that  this  vessel  aud  the  Mount  Ye 
iMn,  steamboat,  ran  up  the  Raiipahannock  20  miles  to  the  town 


INNOCK. 

TTrbiuia  without  intetiiig  or  seeing  any  offensive  deniouatrations;  all 
pfiicelnl  along  the  shores,  and  the  people  employed  [iuj  farniLng  and 
tishing. 

We  have  some  rejwrts,  which  may  be  of  the  sensation  order  or  very 
much  exaggerated,  circulated  possibly  by  secessionists  to  bring  on  some 
aggressive  act  which  may  be  used  politically  to  aflect  the  election  soon 
to  come  ott'  in  Virginia. 

I  disi>atclied  the  Mouni  Vernon  to  overhaul  two  schooners  standing 
n]t  the  bay.  They  jiroved  to  be  from  the  Piankatank,  with  strong  Union 
passengers  on  boartl,  b(niud  to  HaUimore. 

(tn  the  I'jth  instant  sent  the  Mount  Vernon,  Lieutenant  Sproston,  to 
I  Indian  Drcek  to  look  for  light  boat  reported  to  be  there.  His  report  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

We  have  seen  nothing  of  the  steamers  Virt/hiia  and  Loffnn,SL\\([  prob- 
al>ly  will  not,  as  they  are  reported  to  be  at  or  near  Fredericksburg. 

Chased  today  flie  schooner  Ospiry  and  having  to  run  to  abreast  of 
Old  i'oint  before  overhauling  her,  I  communieat<'d  with  the  flagship 
Minitcsotd.  Tliere  Las  been  captured  here  a  quantity  of  tobacco,  rumor 
says  §.'J(Rt,00()  worth,  and  sent  North.     No  further  news. 

Left  the  Mount  Vernon  l>ing  o\Y  and  on  the  entrance  of  the  Ita])pa- 
hatinofk.  Met  the  river  steamer  Baltimorf.  The  Oxyirc.t/'*  i)aj)ers  were 
all  right;  her  cargo,  resin,  for  New  York.  Anion  the  lookout  fortraus- 
pitrts  with  troops;  will  convoy  ui>  and  be  vigilant  iu  examining  all 
vessels  of  a  susj)icioua  character. 

el  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
J  NO.   P.  GiLLIS, 
Commands,   U,  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy,  Waxhinfflon. 
P.  S. — The  Mimtifelln,  I  hear,  is  blockading  at  the  entrance  of  .Tames 
[        River  and  the  |7M/r«|,Cntnr7ian(ier  I  William|  Chandler,  at  York  River. 
We  are  in  want  of  boarding  nettings  antl  desire  t<i  tinisli  the  rejjairs 
of  engine.    The  health  of  crew  may  re(|uire  some  fresh  jirovisions,  as 
!        they  have  received  it  but  two  or  three  days  since  we  left  Norfolk  early 
I        in  April  and  have  been  on  service  some  fifteen  months. 


h 


[EDcItwiire.j 


U.  8.  Abmeu  Steamer  MoimT  Vernon, 

Chesapeiike  Hay,  May  15,  1861 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  yonr  instructions,  proceeded  uj)  Indian  Creek 
in  the  Monnt  Venion  as  far  as  practicable — almut  5  miles.  No  light 
vessel  to  be  scctk  Returning,  anchored  at  the  month;  landed  with  the 
pilot  and  ealletl  at  the  residence  of  Judge  Carter,  who  states  that  the 
light  boat  had  been  taken  away  the  week  previous  by  a  naval  party. 
I  proceeded  then  to  steam  into  Great  Wiioinico,  below  Smith's  Point, 
and  examined  Cockle's  |Cockrell  |,  the  main  brancli,  and  Mill  Creek,  but 
could  see  no  light  boat.  F'rom  what  was  said  at  Indian  River  [Creek  tj, 
we  ex[»ecte(l  to  meet  with  a  show  of  resistant^  in  these  last-mentioned 

.        creeks,  but  none  was  made. 

I  Very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I  J.  Glendy  Sproston, 

I  Lieutenant,  Vommandinff  Mount  Vernon. 

I  Commander  Gillis, 

I  Commanding  V,  S.  8,  Pocahontan. 
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At  r>:30  p.  m.,  wlion  off  the  mouth  of  tlie  Rappahannock,  spoke  a 
Pbiladeljjhia  strhofnier  Iroiii  Frcdcricksburjj  hist  Sunday.  Captain 
reiiorts  having  been  (U-taineil  prisotier  tliere  for  a  time.  States  8(K) 
soldiers  and  4  jiieces  of  imihiou  iiad  left  there  for  Ariuia  Creek  on  Sun- 
day morning.  They  wanted  him  to  bring  down  in  the  schooner  gnns 
to  Mathias  Point  ( Potomac  Hiver].  His  excuse  was  that  the  guns  were 
of  such  a  size  that  they  would  stave  in  lii.s  deck.  The  Virginia  (steam 
boat)  brought  them  down  yesterday,  May  14.  Bowlers  Itocks,  on  the 
same  river  [Hai»pahann<)ck|,  being  fortilied  also  with  great  guns,  with 
a  garrison  of  1,0(10  men.  Reports  the  Virgina  having  come  down  and 
goije  up  the  river  last  night. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

.1.  (iLBNDY  SpROSTON, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commauder  GiLLis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8,  8.  I'ocahonttis. 

[EodonMwnent.] 

Allowance  may  be  nnide  for  exaggeration  in  all  reports  from  seces- 
sion districts,     i'otiticians  are  interested  in  keeping  up  an  excitement, 
particularly  nntil  the  election  (to  take  place  soon)  is  over. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  P.  Gillis, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
[Hon,  OroEON  Welles, 

SecreUtry  of  the  Nary,] 


Report  of  lAevtennnt  Fillehroicn,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Ana- 
co8tia,  7-et/ardiii{/  Confi'dcrate  battery  at  Atjuia  Creek. 

U.  S.  S.  Anacostia, 

W(ti<hi»ffion,  May  17,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Dejiartment  that  a  battery  has 
been  erected  at  A(iuia  Creek  immediately  anmatl  the  hotel  at  the  ter- 
minus of  the  railroad. 

As  far  as  I  could  discover  there  are  oidy  four  guns  mounted,  one  of 

which  appeared  to  be  of  heavy  caliber  and  was  manned  while  I  was 

l)a8fiirig.    The  work  does  not  appear  to  he  completed  on  the  east  front. 

I  observed  a  number  of  men,  I  should  judge  .about  200;  some  were 

armed  and  the  others  were  laboritig  at  the  earthworks. 

A  small  Confederate  Hag  is  hoisted  upon  the  engine  Louse  and  the 
steamer  George  I'aije  is  lying  at  anchor  in  the  creek  about  half  a  mile 
above  the  battery.  1  could  not  see  that  any  jiicket  guards  or  sentinels 
were  stationed  along  the  heights  extending  from  the  battery  toward 
the  mouth  of  Potomac  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  GinEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Bmort  of  commandant  navy  yard,  New   York,  regarding  the  ^^flying 

'foHlla." 

Navy  Yahd,  New  York,  May  17,  1861. 
SlB:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  Coruuijuider  Ward,  in 
the  Hteainer  Thoman  Frrrhorn,  aiul  oii«  of  the  small  proiiellers  of  hia 
flotilla,  left  last  evening  for  the  ("hesa|>eake  Bay.    Tho  other  propeller, 
I  learn,  met  with  a  Blight  iujury,  which  may  detain  her  here  a  short 
time. 
I  enclose  a  muater  roll  of  the  otiicers  and  crew  of  the  flotilla. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Cotnmatidant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Comnumder  Oilli^,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Poca- 
hontas, regarding  the  morements  oj  retiHeU. 

U.  8.  8.  Pocahontas, 

Off  RMpptihanitoch,  ,!/«»/  1~,  1801, 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  sendiup  you  a  report  by  the  river  steamer 
Baltimore  on  the  ITtli,  and  would  respectfully  reiiuest  that  we  be  per- 
mitted to  make  the  repairs  of  engine,  etc.,  mentioned. 

The  accompanying  report  is  submitted.     We  are  lying  ofl'  and  on  the 
entrance  of  this  river  on  tlie  lookout  for  vessels  and  transiwrt  steamers. 
[Xiearued  to-day  by  a  scho  ner  bound  up  that  one  was  to  leave  New 
York  for  Washington  on  the  15th  instant,  Wednesday. 
I  am,  respectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  P.  GiLLIS, 

Oommanda;  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waghington. 

SATtTRDAY,  Jlfay  18, 1861. 
The  Roanoke  to  leave  New  York  on  the  Kith  instant  with  troops. 
Begiments  in  Fort  Schnyler,  Throgs  Point,  to  leave  on  15th.    Schooner 
Antic  came  into  (Jhosapeake  17th  with  Government  stores  from  New 
York.     CoatzacoalcoK  to  leave  liith. 

Meridian. — I  dispatched  the  Mount  Vt^non,  Lieutenant  Sproston,  to 
convoy  the  George  I'ealtody  to  Washington  with  (iovernment  stores 
and  return  here  with  dispatches,  should  it  meet  your  approbation. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[EnolMure.] 

U.  8.  Ahmed  Steamer  Mount  Vernon, 
Innide  Windmill  Point,  Rapptihaunock  River,  May  16,  1861. 
Sir  ;  I  have  to  report  that  during  the  day  no  vessels  have  passed  up 
or  down  the  river.  The  people  on  shore  consider  the  river  in  a  state  of 
close  blockade.  Boarded  a  schooner,  the  Falcon,  in  ballast,  belonging 
to  the  settlement  opposite,  who  stated  that  the  inhabitants  on  tha 
banks  of  the  river  were  fearful  that  we  would  attaitV.  'Oix'sasL. 


1  told  bim  to  say  to  them  that  we  were  here  to  attack  only  those  who 
were  in  armsa^aiust  the  V.  .S.  (lovoiiinient  or  were  assisting  the  rebels. 
Discovering  a  pole  at  the  end  of  tlie  point,  went  on  shore  in  an  arnieil 
boat;  found  halyards  attached  to  it;  considered  it  erected  to  show  a 
false  light,  cut  it  down,  and  sent  wctrd  to  llie  ]H'0|)Ie  living  in  the  neigh- 
borhood the  reason  for  my  doing  so.  licanied  that  during  the  nigiit  it 
had  been  guarded  by  a  party  of  eighteen  armed  inen,  and  that  it  Wiis 
the  first  of  a  system  of  poles  used  for  tetcgrapliie  purposes  between  the 
point  and  Fredericksburg,  lights  being  hoisted  at  night  and  Bags  by 
day.  Afterwards  iioriecd  similar  jtoles  farther  mi  the  river,  time  of 
communication  with  Fredericksburg  being  from  one  to  two  hours.  A 
man  also  came  vff  from  Stingray  Point  who  said  the  authorities  per- 
mitted but  would  not  authorize  him  to  come.  He  said  the  residents  on 
shore  wanted  to  know  the  steamer's  intentions;  I  replied  as  above. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  steamer  Baltimore  ])assed  down  the  bay.     During  the 
night  ail  <iuiet,  no  sads  passing  uji  or  down  the  river. 
Very  re8i>ectfully,  your  obe<iient  servant, 

J.  Glendv  Sproston, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Mount  Verrutn. 

Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  V.  8.  S.  Pocahontas. 

Some  (jf  the  ptdes  mentioned  in  the  rejKtrt  we  sawontmr  passage  nj 
the  KappahaiiMock.     They  were  erected  by  surveying  jiarty  some  years 
since. 
Kespectfally  submitted. 

John  P.  Giixis, 

Commands  U,  S,  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nary,  Waskiiigton  City. 


tort  of  Brifiadier-fleneritl  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart 
ment  of  Anuaputitt,  of  tui  ej-pedition  for  the  recapture  of  Smith''8  I'uint 
light-boat,  in  Wicomico  Hirer,  Virginia. 

HEADQUAETEES   DEPAETSrENT   OF   ANNAPOLIS, 

Washiiigto)!,  May  18,  1861. 

SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  rei>(>rt  that,  having  receivefl  information 
that  one  of  the  light  shi|)s  removed  from  tlieir  stations  in  Cliesape^ike 
Bay  was  concealed  in  a  l>ranch  of  the  Wiconnco  Kiver,  1  ordered  Lieu- 
tenant Flusser,  of  the  tl.  H.  Navy,  with  the  charteretl  steamer  William 
Underwood,  having  <m  board  thirty  seamen  from  the  Allc(jhany  and 
Foricard,  and  a  detachment  fr()m  the  force  at  Annapolis  to  tind  and 
recajtture  her.  This  servi('e  was  successfully  perlbrmed  and  the  ]>rize 
now  lies  in  Annapidis  Ilarhor.  A  f(»rce  of  about  thirty  men  disjtuted 
the  recapture  of  (lie  vessel  and  a  brisk  lire  was  kept  up  on  the  steamer 
wliile  she  remained  in  range.  I  am  happy  to  report  no  uasaalties  on 
our  side. 

Owing  to  the  concealed  jvosition  of  the  enemy  it  is  im])o8sible  to  say 
whether  they  incurred  any  less.  The  detachment  comjiosed  of  five 
men  from  the  Thirteenth  New  York,  -Lieutenant  Woodward,  and  two 
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guns  ;iiul  twenty  men  from  tin-  Eighth  New  York,  Lieutoiiaut  Byrnes, 
the  whole  iiuder  cominainl  of  Capt^iu  (11.  S.)  Fay  [Jr.],  of  my  staff, 
behaved  with  great  steadiness.  The  prize  ia  the  Smith's  Point  light- 
ship. She  has  been  stripped  of  everything  whicli  eould  be  removed, 
but  the  ves.sel  is  jierfeetly  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  iimcli  re.sj>ect,  your  obetlient  servant, 

Ben.1.  F.  Httler, 
Brigadier-  Oencral,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Brigadier- Oenera I  Butler,  U.  S. 
Army,  regarding  recapture  of  Smith^t  Point  light-boat. 

Xavv  Department,  Mui/  :i'(i,  lf<Gl. 
Sir:  Tiie  Department  has  received  your  re|)ort  of  tlie  IStli  instant 
and  is  mueh  gratified  at  tliesueces.sof  thee-xpeditioii  under  Lieutenant 
Flu-sser,  of  the  Navj',  dispiit<"lied  to  the  Wieomico  Biver  for  the  recap- 
tare  of  the  Smith's  Point  light  boat. 

For  the  information  of  tlie  .Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  has  charge 
of  the  lighthouse  establishment,  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  your  report  to 
him. 

I  am,  very  re8pe«'tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Brigadier-General  B.  F.  BtiTLBtt, 

Ileadquarterg  Department  of  AnnapoUii. 


[T«l«Knra.| 

Navy  Yard  [Wasuincton,  D.  C],  May  if^,  1861. 
The  AnaeoHtia  is  Just  in  and  reports  a  battery  at  Aquia  Creek;  four 
guns,  and  one  of  heavy  caliber.    Work  not  completed.     About  l.'(M»  men 
about  it. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlqren, 

Commandant. 
Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Commandant  U.  S,  Marine  Corpg,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  regarding  the  dintribution  of  tnarinea. 

HEADgl'ARTERS    MARINE   COBPS, 

Washington,  May  IS,  IHGl. 

Sir:  A  detachment  consisting  of  1  commissioned  officer,  1  sergeant, 
-  corporals,  and  17  privates  was  sent  on  board  of  the  .^not'ontia  on  the 
iiOth  of  .Vpril.  They  are  still  on  board,  with  the  exception  of  the  officer 
(Lieutenant  Meiere),  who  has  resigned. 

We  are  much  pressed  for  men  for  the  large  vessels  that  are  fitting 
for  sea,  and  those  men  would  help  us. 
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I  therefore  re~spectfiilly  recommend  that  the  marines  on  board  the 
Anat^ogtia  be  ordered  to  report  to  Brevet  Major  Zeilin,  commanding 
marines,  Washington,  1).  C 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jno.  Hakbis, 

Colonel,  Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  A'ary. 


AhMtra/it  log  of  steamer  Mount  Vernon,  lAeutenant  Sproston,  U.  S.  Xavy, 
commanding,  front  May  13  to  19, 1861. 

May  13, 18C>1. — 1  p.  m.,  left  the  yard.  Commuiiicate<l  with  the  Poca- 
hontas, Pawnee,  and  Fort  Washington.  At  8  p.  m.,  anchored  oft"  Aqnia 
Creek.     Heard  the  beat  of  tiittoo  and  reveille  and  Rtaiiding  in. 

May  14. — This  niorning  discovered  Aqnia  Creek  battery.  Stood  ont 
and  made  reitort  to  Oonimander  Oillis.  PoenhoiiiuM  in  company,  steamed 
down  (he  river  and  hay  to  mouth  of  Rappahannock.  Stood  in  and 
boarded  Hchooiicrs;  no  news.  Out  again  and  anchored  alongside  Poea- 
honian. 

May  15. — In  i-ompany  with  Pocahontas  steamed  up  the  Rappahannock 
to  country  t4iwn  of  IJrbana  (liO  miles  up  the  river).  Returned  again 
to  the  mouth.  Kiver  deserted  by  crafts.  9  a.  m.,  parted  company 
with  PticahoniHH.  Steamed  up  and  into  Indian  Creek  to  hea<l  of  navi- 
gation and  returned.  Country  quiet;  but  few  inhabitiints  visible.  At 
the  mouth  anchored;  visited  a  county  judge;  learned  that  Mr.  Price's 
property  was  held  by  the  authorities  until  he  presented  himself  for 
examination;  men  still  in  continenient.  Steameil  u|i  the  \'irginia  side 
and  into  (Ireat  Wicomico  llranch,  Cockle's  [t'ockrellsl,  and  Mill  Creek. 
From  information  received,  expected  resistance  here.  None  was  oflFered. 
Returning,  boarded  a  schooner  of  Philadel|)hia  from  Fre^lericksburg; 
had  been  detained  by  authorities  for  several  days;  waute<l  him  to  con- 
voy guns  to  Mathias  Point.  Rei>orted  sending  guns  and  several  com- 
panies to  Aquia  Creek.  On  Sunday,  Virtjinia  carrying  guns  to  Bowlers 
Rocks,  which  point,  10  miles  up  the  river,  strongly  fi»rtirted.  Did  not 
know  where  steamer  Logan  wiis.  With  Pocahontas,  anchored  oft"  mouth 
of  river. 

May  l(y. — At  2  a.  m.,  chased  a  passing  steamer ;  did  not  come  up  with 
her;  steamer  bound  down  the  bay.  At  dayliglit  steamed  out  into  the 
bay  with  Pocahontdn;  blowing  fresh.  Parted  company,  returned  and 
anchored  well  inside  the  mouth  of  the  river.  2  p.  m.,  discovering  a  pole 
with  halyards  rove  at  end  of  Mill  Creek  Point,  cousideretl  erected 
for  the  puri>ose  of  hoisting  a  false  light;  landed  and  cut  it  down. 
Boarded  ;i  schooner,  ami  a  boat  from  shore  came  oH'.  Learned  an  armed 
guard  had  been  statioucd  at  pole  night  previous;  that  it  was  one  of  a 
chain  communicating  for  telegraphic,  purposes  with  Fredericksburg. 
During  the  night  auchoreil  with  spring  on  cable.  During  the  day  no 
vessel  passed  up  or  down. 

Miiy  17. — At  daylight,  Pncahoniait  steaming  up  the  bay;  anchored 
during  the  forenoon,  boarding  vessels  in  the  bay;  Pocahontas  went 
down  the  bay  and  returned  in  the  evening;  no  vessels  in  the  river 
during  the  day. 

j\fay  IS, — At  daylight,  steamed  ont  into  the  bay  in  company  with  the 
Pocahontas;  left  the  Pocahontan  outside  and  returned  to  anchorage; 
visited  the  shore  in  an  armed  l»oat;  people  distrustful,  otherwise  civil; 
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obtained  a  <iuai)tity  of  water  for  the  steamer;  was  told  anyone  who 
bruuglit  ott  su|)|ilieH  to  the  steamer  would  l>e  bimj;;  volunteers  of  county 
to  KuisttT  on  Wednesday  next;  county  much  in  want  of  usual  su])plies 
from  Baltimore;  hauled  iiIonH:8i(le  of  I'ocahontas  to  coal;  smoke  of 
steamer  seen  down  the  bay,  Virginia  side;  cast  ott",  steameil  out,  met 
and  boarded  the  Ucoryc  I'eabodt/,  with  (ioveriiment  stores;  commuui- 
eatcd  with  the  Pocahontas ;  received  orders  and  dispatches;  returned 
to  Oforge  Peabodi/  aud,  with  her  in  convoy,  stciuiicd  up  the  bay  and 
I'otouiac  Kiver,  speaking  and  boarding  vessels  ari<l  propellers  on  the 
way;  authored  at  S  p.  m.  off  L<jwer  Cedar  Point.  A  schooner  with 
Government  lumber  also  anchored  near. 

May  19. — At  daylight  got  under  way;  Peabodi/  and  schooner  in  com- 
pany; on  MatUias  Point,  no  battery;  at  A<jnia  ('reek,  three  more  guns 
mounted  in  barbette  below  the  house;  steauier  J'a<ie  in  sight  below  the 
|i  bend  of  the  creek;  no  signs  of  her  having  steam  up;  sent  Captain 
ii  Walter  on  board  Oetiniv  I'tulnKly  to  pilot  her  up;  lost  sight  of  schooner 
above  AquiaCieek;  communicated  with  Fort  Washington  and  Phkj»icc. 

Note. — The  residents  along  the  shore  of  \'irgi!iia  have  threatened 
Captain  Walter,  my  pilot,  through  those  who  have  communicated  with 
the  steamer,  his  knowledge  of  every  creek  aud  inlet  on  the  coast  being 
the  cause. 

BtjspectftilJy  submitted. 

j  J.   (!lENDY   Sl'HOSTON, 

I  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Mount  VrrMm. 

I  Commander  J.  A.  Dahluebn, 

^^L  Commanding  U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Waiihing1«n,  D.  C. 


[Telee»ni.] 


Navy  Yaru  [Washington,  I).  C],  May  20, 18G1 
The  steamer  Freeborn,  Captain  Ward,  has  arrived  with  two  small 
craft  in  tow. 

Jno.  a.  Dahluren, 

Commandant. 
Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Yard  |  Washington,  D.  0.],  May  3<),  1861. 
I  have  not  beard  any  such  reiHirt.    The  Freeborn  hivs  just  come  up 
and  Captain  Ward  has  not  ineutioned  anything  ol'  the  kind. 

Jno.  a.  Dahi.oren, 

Commandant, 
G.  V.  Pox. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  regarding  movement^i  of 

regHeU  to  and  from  that  station. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  May  30,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  steamboat  Baltimore  left  the  yard  yesterday  m«icui\\sE,>'^'''"^'*" 
down  to  Fort  Washington  and  returned  at^  a,,  toi. 
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The  steamboat  Mount    Vernon  returned  to  the  yard  yesterday  at 
11  a.  III. 

The  steamboat  Baltimore  left  the  yard  for  Fort  Washington   at 
11:30  a.  m. 

The    steamer    Tftotnas  Freeborn,   <.'omniander   Ward    commandiiig, 
arrived  at  the  yard  at  -  p.  m.  from  the  bay. 

The  Baltimore  returned  from  Fort  Wasliiujfton  at  5:40  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlguen, 

Covimandant. 

tHon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
Repi 


Report  of  Commander  Oillii,  U.  S.  ffavy,  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
of  the  arrieal  of  that  tes»el  at  Washington  from  a  ten  dayn*  orui»e. 


U.  8.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Nacy  Yard,  Wankington,  May  i'l,  1S61. 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  anival  of  this  vessel  after  ten 
days'  tTiiisinfi  in  tlie  Potomac,  < 'hesapeake  Bay,  and  lta])i)abanntK;k. 

We  have  under  convoy  the  transjiort  steamer   Coatzacoalcoii  with 

Government  stores;   also  the  small  steamboat  Jamen  Guy,  which  we 

picked  up  ofl'  Machodoc  Creek  and  biouj^rht  to  navy  yard. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  GiLLis, 
Commander,  U,  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nat^t/,  Wash ington. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillie,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pocahontas, 
of  the  endue  of  tiutt  vessel  in  the  Potomac,  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  Rappa- 
hannock River. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Potomac  River,  May  21, 1S61. 

Sir:  My  last  report  to  you  va..^  by  river  steamer  Mount  Vernon, 
which  vessel  I  dispatched  to  convoy  the  transport  George  Peabody  to 
Washington  with  Government  stores.  Since  then  we  have  run  up  to 
near  Urbana  (second  time)  on  the  Raiijiahannoek,  looked  into  the 
Piankatank,  and  run  up  the  buy  aloiigslKtre.    All  quiet. 

[May!  I'.Hli  discovered  a  steamer  ahead  and  aground  oft'  the  entrance 
of  the  Potomac.  Went  to  her  assistance.  She  got  oti'  at  sunset  and 
was  the  Baltimore,  of  Baltimore,  laden  with  lard  and  bacon,  bound  to 
Havana. 

[May]  2(tth  stood  down  the  bay.  Ofl'  the  Rap]>ahannock  met  trans- 
port steamer  <jouti:acoalcoii,  from  New  York,  with  Government  stores 
for  Washington.  Took  her  under  convoy,diiectiiig  her  to  IoIIkw  astern. 
P.lowiiig  fresii.  While  rmiiiiiig  along  with  her  well  ofl'  our  port  quar- 
ter siie  took  a  sheer  and  rinigcd  up  alongside  .suddenly;  ])ut  our  helm 
a  port,  but  could  not  prevent  the  collision.  She  struck  us  on  the  port 
uarter,  stove  iu  our  quaiter  boat,  bending  iron  davits,  carrying  away 
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part  of  main  cbaunelH,  railing  aud  staucliions  on  poop,  etc.  I  ceusured 
the  iiiastti-  for  his  awkwiinl,  luliberly  luanatjeiiieut.  Ue  replied  he 
could  tiut  help  it.  Had  lie  st(ti>])ed  liis  eiiffiiii's  <tr  sheeretl  her  with 
starboard  la-ltu  the  accident  would  not  have  occnii*!d.  It  will  be  uec- 
essary  to  luake  these  repairs,  aa  also  to  finish  tliose  on  eiifjines. 

We  had  iiitereourse  with  seveial  persons  on  the  Ka|»pahiinnock  and 
have  I'otu^luiled  that  the  reports  given  generally  are  for  sensational  arti- 
cles, either  withont  foiindation  or  very  nineli  exaggerated,  particularly 
ill  regard  to  batteries,  number  of  sohliers,  etc.;  I'ide  that  pnblished  in 
conneetion  with  Aqnia  Creek,  wheie  one  gun  frightened  oH'  three  or 
four  steamers.  The  old  Virginia,  steamboat,  is  at  Freilericksbnrg  and 
Logan  up  York  Kiver,  which  is  blockaded.  One  or  two  of  tlie  river 
steamboats  would  be  more  eflicient  ott' the  Kappaliannoek  on  account  of 
their  speed.  At  7 ;  .'>(!  a.  m.,  21st,  picked  up  the  steamboat  Jatiiex  (iuy, 
iShe  came  off  from  Miiehodoe  ( 'reek.  Han  in  as  far  as  water  would  per- 
mit to  Aquia  landing.  The  steamboat  Jamex  \  Gmrfic]  J'arie  lying  in  the 
creek.  Saw  an  earth  battery  of  four  cndirasures,  but  no  guns  visible; 
a  wheeKarriage  for  howitzers  on  beach;  abtnit  HM>  jucn  seen  on  the 
wharf  and  about  dwelling  h<uise.  We  remained  a  short  time  making 
observations,  then  proceeded  up  the  river.  Will  <leliver  Uw  Jaiiien  Guy 
at  navy  yard. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Commamier,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

Secretary  Xavy,  Wanhington^  />.  C. 


Letter  from  commnnilmit  miry  yunl,  Phihuh'lphia,  to  the  /Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  reyurdirig  return  of  the  PhUatltlphia  lee  Boat. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Philadelphia,  May  20,  1861. 
Sir:  Prom  what  I  learn  I  infer  that  the  city  Ice  Boat  from  hence  is  of 
no  further  .service  at  Annapolis,     II'  this  is  the  case  will  the  Depart- 
ment be  pleased  to  order  her  back  to  this  yardt     Her  exiiensea  are 
much  too  great  for  the  services  now  rendered. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  I'\  Du  I'oNT, 

Commandant 
Hon.  (IIDEON  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


[Telogrmiu.l 

Navy  Depabtsient,  May  31, 1861. 
Sir  :  Inform  the  Departuteut  if  the  Philadelphia  Ice  Boat  can  be 
spared  from  her  jireaeut  service  at  Annapolis. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

COLONEI.  OOMMANDINCf   Mn..ITARY  FORCES. 

Antva'poU*. 
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Navy  Department,  May  21,  1861. 
BiR:  Be  plea8e<l  U>  seiul  tlie  Phihulelpliiu  Ice  Boat  to  the  navy  yard 
at  this  plat^'e. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Nary. 
Colonel  Abki.  Smith, 

C'ommandiiuj  at  AnTutpoliti. 


I  Tvlegnun.  | 

Navy  Department,  May  21,  1861. 
Ascertain  and  inform  tlie  De|iartnieut  if  tbe  city  authorities  of  Phil- 
adelphia will  permil  the  /«■  Boat  to  be  employed  on  the  Potomac  River. 

Gideon  Welles, 

^Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


[TelOKTUn.  1 

PHILADELPniA,  May  21,  1861. 
No  objection  to  eniployinp  Ice  Boat  on  tlic  Potomac,  but  she  ia  slow, 
consumes  niiicb  eoa!,  has  no  biihviirks,  carries  only  32-i)ounder8.  Tbe 
extra  civilians  on  bojini  slioulii  be  diseliargeil,  and  she  wants  pro- 
visions. As  soon  as  she  tan  be  relieve<l  she  biwi  better  be  sent  back. 
The  line  steamer  Union  must  have  reachetl  Uamptou  Itoads;  sbe  has 
four  8-iucb  cauuon. 

8.  F.  Du  Pont. 
Ooii.  G.  Welles, 

tSccretury  Navy. 


Report  of  commitnilant  nary  yurd,  Washington,  retjnrding  movenienta  of 

United  States  uteamers. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wfi«liin>ito}i,  May  22,  1861. 
Sir:  The  steamer  Pocahontm  arrived  at  this  yard  yesterday  evening 
with  the  steatnboiit  ■fdiius  tliiy  under  her  convoy. 

The  steunii'i-  Tlionian  Freeborn,  Captain  War<i,  left  this  morning  for 
Fortress  Maiin)e,  etc, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfially,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Vomtnandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Ward,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  PoUrmac  Flotilla, 
of  affairs  on  the  Potomac  River. 

S.  (Flotilla)  Freeborn, 
Potonioc  Rinr,  May  23,  1861. 

Sir:  Steaming  Aovm  tbe  river  tx>-day.  I  have  gone  close  in  with 
several  points  clesignateil  as  tlie  White  House,  etc.,  on  the  Virginia 
siiore,  but  could  discover  no  signs  of  a  hostile  niiture. 

Tbe  pilot  ran  uie  fast  aground  at  a  point  ">  ruilea  above  Matbias. 
Every  effort  to  get  atioat  liaving  failed,  I  hav»^  taken  tbe  liberty  to 
detain  the  i'hiUulvlphia,  aimed  tug,  which  conveys  this.  With  her  aid 
in  various  ways,  lightening,  etc.,  I  hope  soon  to  get  ofl'.  The  place  is 
jencleied  dangerous  by  removal  of  tbe  buoy,  which  secession  parties 
have  done. 

Lauding  abreast  this  place  on  the  Maryland  side,  I  found  the  inhab- 
itants strongly  I'nion  in  sentiment.  They  had  n()  interccmrse  with  the 
other  sliore,  knew  nothing  of  any  batteries  there;  said,  however,  that 
constant  coinnnmication  was  kept  up  between  Port  Tobacco,  a  little 
way  below,  and  Mathias  I'oint.  Disatfected  Marylanders,  they  say,  go 
over  that  way  to  Join  the  \"irginta  forces;  also  that  supidies  ])ass.  I 
shall  report  all  tliis  to  the  Hag-olHcer  below. 

If  I  chance  to  pas.s  Matliias  Point  by  daylight  shall  give  it  a  critical 
ins]tection  antl  go  so  close  as  to  tcmitt  tlieir  Hrc,  and  know  therefore  if 
their  preparations  have  firogressed  considerably. 

Possibly  the  llag-orticer  may  direct  njy  return  to  this  region,  in  which 
event  I  shall  be  jnetty  sine  to  know  sotnetliing  about  it. 

Considering  that  the  detention  of  the  tug  will  make  only  the  difTer- 
ence  betweetr  arriving  in  the  evening  of  (othiy  and  the  morning  (tf 
to-morrow,  I  have  not  hesitated  in  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  (servant], 

J.  H.  Ward, 

Comviander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seerctari/  of  tlif  Nary,  Washington,  7>.  C. 

r.  S. — I  open  this  to  say  that  the  shoal  is  ofl'  Maryland  Point,  called 
Totnkius  Shoal  |Matomkin?j.  The  buoy  was  in  place  when  I  went  up 
on  Sunday  and  wiis  set  sulritt  last  night;  hence  our  <litliculty. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  WaMhington,  regarding  steamer  James 

Guy. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wa-iihington,  May  22,  ISni. 
Sir  :  A  small  steandwat  called  the  Jamen  Guy  has  been  brought  here 
in  convoy  of  the  i'ocahontax.  The  owner  of  her  prolesses  it  to  have 
been  done  at  his  instance  to  save  bis  vessel,  but  I  believe  Captjiin  (iillis 
entertains  different  views,  and  I  therefore  refer  the  matter  to  your 
decision. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

CommandtiiU, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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POMA< 


lAPPAHAtiW 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Wtishimjton,  reyardimj  seizure  o/smaU 

craft. 

COMMANDAJJT'S  OFFICE,  NAVY   YAKD, 

WaMngton,  May  2i,  IHCl. 
SrR:  Captain  Ward  brought  to  this  yard  a  small  craft  in  which  were 
A  number  of  men.  Ho  tnadf  no  disposition  of  tliera  himself  before 
leaving  this  niorninfr  with  his  vessel,  but  last  eveniuj^  ho  desired  me  to 
send  to  tlie  de]>ot  the  men  who  were  pa8sen>;ers  in  the  vessel  and  allow 
tlieni  to  go  to  llaltiniore,  then  set  the  craft  and  her  crew  at  liberty  to 
go  where  they  iilenseil. 

It  seems  proper  for  in«  tn  know  yonr  pleasure  on  the  subject,  and  I 
therefore  await  your  instructions  respecting  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilc.een, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy, 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  regarding  oreip  of  seized 

craft. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

WaMliingtoii,  May  23,  1861. 
Sir:  Conlormably  with  your  order  dated  the  L'L'd,  I  have  set  the  men 
on  board  the  craft  brought  to  this  yard  by  Commander  Ward  at  liberty 
and  (lis<;harge(t  the  sclnM>ner  and  her  (-rew. 
I  have  the  honor  t«  be,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  a.  DAnLGKEN, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretnry  of  the  Xavy. 


IngtructioHH  of  the  Sccritary  if  the  Xary  to  commimdant  nary  yard,  Wash- 
ington,  regarding  the  Philadelphia  lee  Bout,  loaned  for  the  use  of  the 
Oovernment. 

Navy  Department,  May  23,  1/^61. 
Sir:  The  Philadelphia  Jcc  Boat  has  been  ordered  to  the  Washington 
navy  yard.  The  authorities  of  Philadelphia  city  loan  her  t<»  the  Gov- 
ernment free  of  expense,  excepting  o(licer«  and  crew.  A  lientenant  will 
be  detailed  to  comuiand  her  and  yon  will  please  discharge  her  present 
large  complement,  retaining  only  those  actually  necessary  to  man  her 
for  service  in  the  Potomac  Kiver.  The  United  States  sailors  will  be 
retained,  and  the  Dejiartntent  will  give  an  order  for  the  transfer  of  their 
accounts  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Washington  navy  yard.  I'ersons  on 
board  discharged  by  this  order  and  returning  to  Philadeliihia  will  be 
paid  there  whatever  may  be  due  them.  No  facts  have  been  submitted 
to  this  Dei)artment  riMpiiring  the  detention  of  the  small  craft  and  the 
men  seizetl  by  Comtnander  Ward.  Yon  will  detain  the  steam  tug  seized 
by  Commander  Gillis  and  send  her  captain  up  to  rejTOrt  to  this  Depart- 
ment with  uuy  information  you  may  have  bearing  ou  the  case. 
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In  regard  to  administering  the  oatli,  n«  it-ports  bavebefn  received 

ftfirn  the  other  yiiids.     With  the  exr.eiitioii  of  the  oftifers  and  the  Leads 

(it  the  ditiereiit  departnients,  it  may  bf  done  by  all  raising  their  right 

hand  in  tfie  prcseiure  of  some  person  legally  coini)eteut  to  administer  it. 

I  am,  resi)et'tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Commander  J.  A.  Dahlgken, 

Commandant  Nnry  Yard,  Waiihington. 


ITelKgnni.) 

Nav\-  Yard  [Washington,  I>.  C],  May  23,  1861. 
The  Ive  Boat  has  arrived  in  forty  hours  from  Annap()Ii8. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgken, 

Commandant, 
Navy  Department. 


The  occupation  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  May  24,  1861. 

laport  of  oommandruit  navy  yard,  Wuhington,  of  the  aiiiitanoe  rendered  by  the  Navy  in  t]i» 
oooupation  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  of  the  killing  of  Colonel  EUiworth. 

OOILSLANDANT'S  OfI'IOE,  NaVV    YARD, 

Washington,  May  21,  ISiJl. 

Sir:  Conformably  with  the  request  of  General  Mansfleld,  the  steam- 
ers, lighters,  and  boats  at  this  yard  were  sent  to  assist  in  the  oi)eration8 
of  last  night. 

I'etweiMi  -  asid  4  a.  m.  the  regiment  of  Zouaves,  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel ICllswortli,  were  eiubaike<l  from  (iiesboru  l'i)iut  in  the  steamers  and 
moved  to  Alexandria,  where  they  landed  and  occupied  ix>sition  about 
daylight. 

After  this  was  ert'ected,  I  regret  to  say  that  Colonel  Ellsworth  was 
deliberately  nnirdered  by  i>ne  of  the  iiiliabitsints,  wiio  was  himself  killed 
instantly  by  a  private  who  was  near  the  colonel  at  the  time. 

My  short  ac(|naintanee  witli  this  oHicer  fully  inipressed  me  with  the 
correctness  of  the  common  opinion  of  his  excellent  qualities  as  a  citizen 
and  a  soldier. 

I  conveyed  his  body  to  this  place,  where,  with  every  mark  of  respect, 
it  has  been  landed  under  the  escort  of  Zouaves,  Seventy-first  Regiment, 
and  marines,  and  deposited  in  a  suitable  place  uuder  a  proper  guard. 

The  remains  of  tliis  gallant  soldier  await  the  further  disposition  of 
the  autiiorities. 

The  steamers  Baltimnre,  Mount  Vernon,  and  Giii/  were  commanded 
resi)ecfively  by  Licutetrant  West,  Mastt-r  IVhuris,  and  Acting  Master 
Wo<idB;the  creditable  performance  of  the  duty  intrusted  to  them  in  this 
case  entitles  thcni  to  my  thanks. 

The  presence  of  Mr,  Fo.\,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Department,  was 
exceedingly  ac<ei»table,  and  the  interest  he  manifested  during  the  whole 
afi'air  had  an  excellent  eUect  in  impressing  all  concerned  with  a  sense] 
of  the  iinj)ortaiice  which  the  Department  lelt  in  the  oj^eration, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  DAHLliREN, 

Commandani.. 
Hon.  GtDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xauij. 
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Older  of  tha  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Bowan,  V.  8.  Havy,  eommandinir  V.  8.  8. 
Pawnee,  to  fainiali  a  detailed  report  regarding  the  occupation  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  Mmj  M, 
1861. 

Navy  Depabtment,  May  38,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  please  turuisU  the  l)e])artinent  with  a  uiiiiute  I'eport 
'of  your  proc-eedjiigs  durin|j  tbe  iiiplit  uiid  inoriiiuff  of  the  2.'id  and -4th 
iiistjint,  I'oiiiumiiicatiiifj  everytbiny  oC  interest  or  iiiiimrtiiuce  tbatcauie 
under  your  observiitioii. 
L  I  am,  respectruily.  your  obedient  servant, 

^K  GiUKUN  Wkli.es. 

^H    Commander  8.  0.  Uowam, 
^B  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  Wanhington. 

Seport  of  Commander  Bowan,  U.  S.  Havy,  commanding  V.  8.  S.  Pawnee,  tranunittijig  report 
of  lientenant  Lowiy,  U,  S.  Kavy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Alexandria,  Va. 


r 


U.  S.  S.  Pawnbe, 
Off  Akj-a7idria,  May  29,  1861. 

8m :  111  obedience  to  your  order  of  jesterday's  date,  to  furnish  the 
Depiirtnieat  with  a  niiuute  report  of  your  (my)  proceedings  during  the 
night  and  moniinf;  of  the  2  id  and  -4th  instant,  communicating  any- 
thinfi  of  interest  or  importance  tliiit  came  under  your  (my)  observation, 
in  reply,  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  during,  the  night  of  tbe  23d 
nothing  of  intt^rest  or  importaui'.e  occurred.  On  the  morning  of  the 
U4tli,  about  daylight,  two  steamers  containing  the  Zouave  regiment 
apitroiK'bed  Alexandria  from  tbe  navy  yard,  fur  the  pun)o8e  of  landing 
and  oi^icuiiying  that  city.  As  8()oa  as  tbe  steamers  came  in  full  view  of 
the  city,  and  so  near  as  not  to  exjMse  the  secrecy  of  the  expedition,  I 
sent  Lieutenant  [It.  B.  |  Lowry  on  slun'e  to  dcniiind  tbe  surrender  of  the 
town.  Lieutenant  Lowry  returned  to  the  wharf  in  time  to  meet  Colonel 
Ellsworth  as  he  landed  and  intbrnied  him  that  no  resistance  would  be 
made — that  the  town  would  bo  evacuated.  Shortly  after  Lieutenant 
Lowry  lelt  the  ship  I  sent  Lientenant  JJ.  C,|  Chaplin  in  the  flrst  cutter 
to  lie  oil' the  starting  point  of  tlie  railroad  cars,  and  to  jump  on  shore 
immediately  the  steamers  touched  the  wharf  and  cut  off  the  dei>artare 
of  the  early  morning  train  then  at  that  point.  The  engine  escaped,  but 
tbe  burden  cars  laden  witli  railroad  inm  were  cai^tured. 

I  sent  a  cutter  in  charge  of  the  master  to  bring  out  two  steamers,  the 
Collyer  and  Gipsy,  that  had  been  seized  by  the  secessionists.  The 
former  belongs  to  parties  in  Washington  and  the  latter  to  parties  in 
Maryland.  IJoth  tliese  vessels  have  been  turned  over  to  their  respec- 
tive commanders  by  the  authority  of  the  l)ei>artment  and  are  now  on 
their  routes,  the  lirst  between  Washington  and  Alexandria  and  the 
other  between  Alexandria  and  Fort  Washington. 

I  directed  Lieutenant  Lowry  to  return  to  the  town  and  cooperate 
with  the  trf)0])s,  under  the  impression  that  Colonel  Ellsworth's  command 
was  the  only  force  then  moving  on  Alexandria,  and  that  his  knowledge 
of  the  localities,  together  with  this  additional  force,  would,  in  caae  of 
resistivnce,  be  valuable. 

In  demanding  the  surrender  of  Alexandria  1  was  actuated  solely  by 
motives  of  humanity.  I  knew  the  town  to  be  full  (»f  helpless  women 
and  l^llild^cu,  mostly  of  the  nnddle  and  poorer  classes,  whom  I  saw 
nuiiiing  frantically  through  the  streets  in  search  of  protection  as  tbe 
troops  lauded. 


[^  1,IUU^IC 


OPEHATION8  OK  THE   POTOMAC   AND   RAPPAHANNOCK.       471) 

A  detailed  aoeoiint  of  what  took  place  ou  shore  connected  with  tliis 
ship  will  be  found  in  the  ai-companying  report  made  by  Lieutenant 
Lowry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Cot»»«anrf«". 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tht  Navy. 

[  Rnr.loflnre.'] 

U,  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Of  Alexandria,  Va.,May  24,  JSdl — 10:30  a.  m. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order  given  this  morning  about 
4:2()  a.m., I  proceedetl  on  shore  at  this  place  ami  communicated  with  a 
Major  [George  EI.j  Terrett,  comuianding  the  Virginia  secession  forces 
at  Alexandria.  In  your  name  1  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  place, 
stating  that  as  we  were  prepared  to  seize  the  place,  it  would  be  useless 
to  resist,  and  that  you  were  a<'tiiated  siniply  by  a  desire  to  spare  the 
shedding  of  blood  of  women  and  children. 

The  interview  was  hehi  in  the  open  street,  surrounded  by  excited 
soldiers.  l^Iajor  Terrett  said  lie  wouhl  not  surrender;  that  he  would 
evacuate,  or  was  about  evacuating;  that  if  hostilities  were  not  opened 
upon  him  he  would  not  use  any.  lie  wanted  to  know  how  much  time 
he  could  have.  1  told  him  I  did  not  know;  1  wouid  return  to  the  Paw- 
nee; that  no  time  was  to  be  lost.  He  said  he  would  reipiire  till  .S  a.  m. 
to  get  such  women,  chiUlren,  and  property  out  as  he  would  re<iuire. 
1  said, "  Very  well ;  I  will  go  at  once  to  the  I'ainnr.  Should  the  troops 
land  and  you  make  no  resistance,  I  have  no  doubt  that  no  harm  will 
be  done  to  the  town  and  its  inhabitants.  Should  the  I'ainirc  be 
obliged  t«  open  her  batteries  no  one  knows  better  than  yourself  what 
would  be  the  result." 

I  hastened  to  the  river  side  aiul  reached  the  wharf  just  in  time  to 
witness  the  first  approach  of  the  Zruiaves  under  Colonel  Ellsworth. 
The  sentries  on  the  wharf  lired  their  muskets,  which  was  returne<l  by 
a  scattering  fire  from  t  lie  troops  on  board  the  transports.  As  the  troops 
commenced  to  land  I  sought  out  Colonel  ICIlsworth,  told  liim  in  these 
words:  "Sir,  I  am  an  othcer  of  the  I'mriu'e.  I  have  been  ou  shore  with 
a  flag  of  truce,  demaiuling  the  surrender  of  the  town.  The  command- 
ing officer  is  already  evacuating.  Ho  promi.ses  to  make  no  resistance. 
The  town  is  full  of  women  and  children."  Colonel  Ellsworth  replied: 
"All  right,  sir;  1  wdl  harm  no  one.'' 

1  then  proceeded  with  a  detachment  of  men  from  the  I'atrn^e  under 
Lieutenant  ClKH)liu  and  took  possession  of  the  railroad  and  some  bur- 
den iiirs. 

1  informed  Colonel  Ellsworth  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  telegraph 
and  other  places.  He  landed  his  regiment  with  gresit  rapidity.  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Painue  and  reported  to  you,  when  you  sent  me  back  at 
once  to  cooi)erate  with  the  troops  and  to  say  that,  as  they  had  landed, 
you  had  no  further  jurisdiction,  and  tha-t  1  should  a<comj>any  the 
troops,  with  the  I'ainier'n  force,  and  take  part  in  what  should  occur. 
1  did  so;  found  Colonel  ICllsworth  was  not  at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 
which  hiwl  marched  wjme  distance  up  the  street.  After  waiting  .some 
time  I  a^lvanced  thiongh  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  hoisted  the  Amer- 
ican ensign  ou  a  street  (lagstaft', '""l  'dso  upon  tliecustomhou.se,  where 
I  left  a  small  guard,  and  nft*r  a  rapid  march  through  the  town  reached 
the  dejMJt,  where  I  found  troops  ot  the  United  atssAos,  vw  ■vQ«e«»*\.««k... 
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These  trooiis  lia<l  advauced  by  land  from  Wasliiufrton  aud  were  under 
commaud  of  Colonel  Willcox.  I  stated  to  Itini  the  substance  of  the 
above  rc'itort  snbseciuently,  as  Colonel  |().  B.]  Willcox  calltHl  on  board 
this  aliip  for  a  better  explanation  of  our  ]>osition.  It  is  iJroi)er  to  state 
that  your  order  to  me  was  simply  "to  demand  the  sun-ender  of  the 
town."  Any  misunderstanding  which  the  rebels  may  have  had  was 
owint;  to  their  excited  condition  and  exhibited  by  the  rapidity  iu  winch 
they  ova«'uated,  not  even  waiting  for  the  time  for  which  they  stipuhited. 
The  8]Hrit  of  my  language  was  intended  to  apply  only  for  the  "pro- 
tection of  helpless  women  aud  children,"  and  I  so  distinctly  stated  to 
Major  Terrett. 

In  jmssing  to  and  from  the  interview  with  Major  Terrett  I  observed 
smidl  bodies  of  men  in  marching  order,  liastening  out  of  the  town. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  B.  LowBY, 
Lieutenant,  V.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U,  8.  8team  Sloop  Pawnee. 


I 


Letter  from  tho  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Bowan.  U.  B.  Navy,  cammanding  U.  S.  S. 
Pawnee,  ezpreiaiiig  diiapproval  of  his  eoiuie  in  conneclian  with  the  occnpatioii  of  Alazait- 
diia,  Va. 

Navy  Department,  June  3, 18G1. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  report  of  the  liOth  ultimo,  made  in  parsn- 
ance  of  the  order  sent  to  you  by  the  l»e]iiirtnient(iu  the  day  preceding, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Lowry  to  yourself  ou 
the  -4th  ultimo,  detailing  his  proc'ceding  at  Alexandria  on  the  morn- 
ing of  that  day,  which  had  not  jireviimsly  been  communicated  to  the 
Department. 

It  is  stated  in  your  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant, 
about  dayliglit,  two  steamers  c<m(aining  the  Zouave  regiment  ap- 
proached Alexandria  from  the  navy  yard  for  the  purpose  of  landing  aud 
occulting  that  city.  As  soon  as  the  steamer  came  iu  fidl  view  of  the 
city  and  so  near  as  not  to  expose  the  secrecy  of  the  expedition,  I  (you) 
sent  Lieutenant  L(»wry  on  shore  to  demand  the  aiirrender  of  the  town. 
This  portion  of  yourrt'iiort,  so  manifestly  inconsistent  with  correctdis- 
cipline  and  the  obligations  <lue  t<)  the  army  which  was  making  a  secret 
movement  on  Alexandria,  was  read  with  pain  and  surprise.  You  havej 
received  no  orders  from  this  Department  to  demand  the  surrender  of 
Alexandria,  yet  when  you  became  aware  that  a  jxirtiun  of  the  army  was 
moving  on  that  place  you  volunteered  an  iirterference,  which  attended, 
perhaps,  by  no  serious  inconvenience  in  this  instance,  might  have 
defeated  the  object  intended  and  been  followed  by  serious  disaster.  As 
it  was,  your  demand  was  a  notice  to  the  leiwling  insurgents  to  escape 
capture,  and  they  availed  themselves  of  it. 

You  say  that  "In  demanding  the  surrender  of  Alexandria  I  w^as 
actuated  solely  by  motives  of  humanity.  1  knew  the  town  to  be  falloC  ' 
helpless  women  and  children,  mostly  of  the  middle  and  poorer  classes,' 
whom  1  saw  running  frantically  through  the  streets  in  search  of  pro- 
tection as  the  troops  landed."  While  1  will  not  question  the  humane 
nvotives  alleged  as  a  justification  for  interfering  in  a  manner  (hat  might 
have  defeated  an  expedition  i>lanned  without  your  knowledge,  let  me 
say  to  you  that  l>eforc  arriving  at  that  conclusion  it  would  have  been 
well  to  Lave  considered  that  those  who  projected  aud  those  who  exe- 


cuted  that  exiveditiou  were  govwiied  by  motives  of  liumaiiity  also. 
They  were  uot  barbariaus,  unworthy  or  iiica])able  of  earryiiif;  into  ett'ect 
tlio  orders  [with]  which  they  had  been  intrusted,  but  your  eoantrynien; 
au<l  why  you  should  have  availed  yourself  of  tlio  first  intellifjencothat 
came  to  j'ou  l>y  giving  an  alarm,  appears  so  unaeeountable  that,  after 
waiting  a  reasonable  time  f»)r  a  report  or  expl:uiati<in  and  receiving 
none,  tlie  order  of  the  I'Slh  ultimo  was  issued.  In  demanding  the  sur- 
render of  the  town  when  the  exiiedition  from  Washington  was  secretly 
apimiaching  it,  you  coininitte»l,  to  say  the  Ie;l^t,  a  grave  error.  The 
prom|)ting8of  huiiiauify  areeommendable,  and  thesym])athy  which  you 
felt  for  the  "women  aJid  etii!<lren,  mostly  of  middle  and  i)oorer  classes, 
whom  [you|  saw  running  frantically  through  the  streets  in  search  of 
lirotectiou"  after  notice  liad  been  given  them  iind  as  the  troops  landed, 
may  do  credit  to  you  as  a  man,  though  having  its  origin  in  your  error 
as  an  officer. 

The  Department  deems  it  a  duty  to  express  its  disa]ii)roval  of  your 
interference  under  the  circumstances,  and  it  also  regrets  that  you  should 
have  omitted  a  promjit  and  frank  report  of  your  proceedings  on  so 
eventful  an  occasi<ui  until  an  order  was  issued  demanding  it. 

1  am,  respect I'u I !y,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  S.  C.  Kowajj, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Pawute,  Wu^lhin^/ton, 


Beportof  Colonel  Tsirett,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Alaxandria,  Ta.,  of  ths  eraeiution  of 
that  place  by  the  Confederate  forcea. 

MAHA88AS  Junction,  Yx., 

Camp  I'lcJceufi,  May  38,  1S61. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  headciuarters  of  this  day's  date 
in  regard  to  the  c;ipture  of  Ca[»tain  Ivillaiid  his  trooi)s,  I  have  torejiort 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  I'Jtli  instant  about  1  :;{0  a.  in.,  Cajjtaiu  Ball 
came  to  my  ([uarters  and  reported  that  one  of  the  vedettes  stationed 
at  tite  (^'haiii  Bridge,  about  3  miles  west  of  (Jeorgetown,  D.  O.,  bad 
informed  him  that  a  s(inadron  of  cavalry  had  crossed  over  to  the  Vir- 
ginia shore.  1  imuK'diately  ordered  my  comnuind  under  arms  to  await 
further  onlers.  About  5:30  a.  m.  an  ollicer  was  sent  from  the  steamer 
J'airiiee,  Northern  Navy,  to  inform  me  that  an  overwhelming  force  was 
about  entA.'ring  the  city  of  Alexandria  and  it  would  be  mtuluess  to  resist, 
and  that  I  could  have  until  1>  a.  m.  to  evacuate  or  surrender.  I  then 
ordered  the  troops  under  my  command  to  assemble  at  the  place  desig- 
nated iiy  me  on  assuming  couunand  in  Alexandria,  that  I  might  either 
resist  or  full  back,  as  circumstances  might  reijuire.  As  soon  as  the 
troojfs  were  formed,  which  w:is  promptly  done,  1  rejjaired  to  the  com- 
mand, and  then,  ascertaining  that  the  enemy  were  entering  the  city  by 
\\  asldngton  street  ami  that  several  steamers  had  been  jthued  so  that 
their  guns  couhl  command  nmny  of  the  ju-incipal  streets,  I  ordered  the 
ct)niiiiand  to  march,  ami  i)rocee<le<l  «mt  of  the  city  by  Duke  street. 
Captain  liall  accompanied  me  as  far  as  his  (piarters,  a  little  west  of  the 
railroad  depot,  where  he  baited,  and  I  proceeded  to  the  cars,  which 
were  about  half  a  mile  from  the  »lepot,  where  I  had  ordered  them  to  bo 
stoi>)>ed;  au<l,  from  orders  given  before  marching  out  of  the  city,  the 
cavalry  was  to  follow  in  my  rear  for  the  pmixise  of  giving  me  iiilormi«- 
N   W  K— VOL  4 31 
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tioii  in  regard  to  the  iiiovenieDts  of  tlie  enemy.  Captain  Powell  fol- 
lowed my  instructious  and  wliy  Captain  Ball  did  not  1  am  unable  to 
report. 

Respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  n.  Teerett, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Alexantlria. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  Jordan, 

Ansist^nt  Adjuiant-Oeneral. 


[Tulognun.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  May  3i,  1861. 
The  BaUimore  has  rehiriicd  from  Alexsindfiawith  thirty-8ix  prisoners 
of  war  tiiken  this  morning,  of  wliitih  one  is  ii  ciiptain  and  another  a  lieu- 
tenant.   Will  the  Department  please  to  direct  me  what  to  do  with 
then) ! 

Jwo.  A.  Dahlgren, 

CommandatU. 
Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  the  commandant  navy  yard, 
Waghiniiton,  in  rcf/ard  to  prisoners. 

Navy  Department,  May  24, 1861. 
Sir:  The  prisoners  of  war  report-ed  in  yonr  telegraphic  dispatch  of 
this  day  as  having  been  taken  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  now  at  the  navy 
yard  under  your  command,  you  will  retain  until  further  instructetl  by 
the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gibbon  Wbllbs. 
Commander  John  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washintiton,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting 

the  use  of  a  vessel  for  convoy  duty. 

War  Department,  May  24,  1861. 
You  will  oblige  this  Department  if  yon  can  order  a  vessel  to  convoy 
from  the  montli  of  the  Potomae;  the  tita  Gull,  loaded  with  stores  sent 
by  the  city  of  Providence  for  the  Rhode  Island  troops. 

81M0N  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  (J.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  cnmmatidayi  t  nary  yard,  Washington, 
regarding  convoy  of  the  steamer  Sea  Gull. 

Navy  Department,  May  24, 1861. 
Sir:  At  the  request  of  the  Secrctsiry  of  War  yon  will  direct  a 
steamer  to  proceed  iuimetliately  to  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  Itiver 
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and  give  couvoy  to  the  steamer  Sea  Qitll  to  theWasliinpton  navy  yard, 
loaded  with  stores  seut  by  the  city  of  Piovideucc  for  the  lihodo  Islaud 
troops. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Coniinaiider  John  A.  Dahloeen, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Waahinyton,  J).  C. 


Report  of  commtnulant  ttai-y  yard,  Woithin^ton,  rttftirdifuj  the  movements 
0/  U.  8.  utiamei-H  Anaeogtia  and  Philadciphiu. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wa«hinffton,  May  2-1, 1801. 
Sir:  The  steamer  Anacostia  left  the  yard  this  moriiiug  for  the  mouth 
of  the  Potomac. 

The  steamer  J'hiltideiphia,  which  was  sent  to  Phihidelphia  and  New 
York  with  stores  some  days  ago,  returned  to  the  yard  this  morning. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dajilgren. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naoy. 


Report  0/  Lieutetuint  Jeffern,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  steamer  Philadel- 
phia, of  the  cruine  of  that  vessel  to  Netc  York  and  return. 

U.  8.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Navy  Yard,  Washington,  May  31,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obediciu-e  to  your  order  of  May  11,  I  proceeded  to  Fortress 
Monroe,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York  and  landed  the  ordnance  stores 
destined  for  those  phices. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  21st  ultimo  [instant],  after  being  detained 
by  bad  weather  for  several  days,  I  sailed  for  Fortress  Monroe,  which 
place  I  reached  on  ThurtMlay  afternoon,  liaving  been  obliged  to  harbor 
at  the  Delaware  Breakwater  on  account  of  the  weather. 

On  the  passage  from  the  breakwater  encountered  a  heavy  swell  from 
S.  E.,  which,  coupled  with  previous  straining,  broke  the  A  frame  of  the 
port  wheelhouse.  This  I  temporarily  secured,  but  it  will  require  a  thor- 
ough repair. 

Left  Fortress  Monroe  at  8:30  p.  m.  Thursday.  This  morning,  off 
Kettle  Bottom,  fell  in  with  propeller  City  of  New  York.  laden  witli  army 
stores.  The  captjiiu  desiring  convoy,  towed  her  as  far  as  Alexandria. 
On  my  way  up  carefully  examined  both  shores  of  the  river.  At  Aquia 
C'reek  a  secession  Hag  was  flying  over  what  appeared  to  he  a  battery 
and  the  steamboat  George  Page  lay  at  the  wharf.  No  signs  of  batteries 
at  any  other  [loiut. 

In  conclusion  I  would  state  that  this  steamer  is  in  no  respect  suitable 
for  outside  service. 

Kespecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 

Lieutenant,  Ootnmanding. 
Oommauder  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yterd,  TV'tiBkiiKilon,  D.  C, 
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(Tck-irrBat.] 

Xatt  Yabd  fWAsniNOTON,  D.  C.].  Malt  A>,  1861. 
Captain  Kowim,  cominandin;;  tlie  Paicnce,  liaA  sent  np  to  the  Qa^_ 
yard  one  HUiall  steamer  (the  Tliommi  Collyt-r),  wbich  lie  found  at  AlexJ 
aiidriu  and  took  possession  of.     Will  the  Department  ])lease  direct  m^ 
as  to  the  dis]Kisition  wbic'L  i.><  t^o  l>e  made  of  the  ve.<selT 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgken, 

Communtlant. 
ISavy  Department. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard.  Washington,  to  Lieutenant  Fillebrotm 
U.  8.  Navy,  commandinif  V.  A'.  S.  Anacostia,  reparding  marine  guard. 

Commandant's  Ofkue,  Navy  Yard, 

Wunhingtoii,  May  25,  1861 
Sir:  Be  pleasr<l  to  transfer  flio  marine  {rnar<l  from  the  steamer  .4 
eoatia  to  Colonel  Hams  at  heiul<inai-ters  upon  their  being  relieved. 
Respectfully,  et«., 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
Iiieut«>nant  Commanding  Firx.EBROWN. 


Report  of  Vommandtr  J)ore,  C  S.  A'ar)/,  of  having  amumed  comviand  q 
the  V,  8,  S.  Poeahontafi. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Xary  Yard.  Wanltington.  May  26,  1861 
Sm:  I  have  had  [the  honor]  to  receive  your  order  to  take  cominaiu 
of  this  vessel  and  rcporteil  acc<irdinnly  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  M.  Dove, 

Coinmander,  U.  S.  IZatrg, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seirctary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  IK  C. 


Report  of  Conimauihr  Ward,  U.  S.  Xary.  commanding  the  Potomac  Fto 
mill,  ri-ijariliug  proposed  blockade  of  the  Potomac  Eiter. 

Flotilla  SxEAsrER  Fr'eebokn, 
Kanjemoy  Creek,  Potomac  Jiirer,  May  27,  1861. 
Sib  :  For  information  of  the  Department  I  befr  leave  to  say  that.,  hav- 
ing been  assigned  to  the  duty  of  blocka<ling  the  I'otoniac  River,  et^\,j 
I  piopose  to  make  this  my  jnincipal  leude/.vnus  and  Irom  it  put  out  toj 
\rat«h  principally  all  the  jioints  between  Miilliias,  pi'rliaps Cedar  Point,! 
and  White  House,  ('specially  Aquia  Creek  and  Biuid's  Feriy.     I  bear  ' 
there  is  much  conimuiiiiation  across  there  and  mean  to  keep  one  vessel 
continually  at  that  jiart  of  llic  river  in  the  hoi)e  of  producing  a  complete 
iiiteiTU])tiou.    The  others  will  be  kept  actively  uioviug;  the  Bchoooera 
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at  aiu'lutr  iti  this  creek  ln-iiighuleii  with  the  su|ij»lit!s,  which,  if  un  board 
the  steamers,  would  iiiereiist!  draft  and  iiiiiiair  speed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoiu'  obedieut  servant, 

J,  U.  Waui), 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkli.ks, 

Secretary  of  the  Xarif,  Wu«hin<iton,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — No  sifjiiH  of  works  yet  discovered.  In  a  niftht  or  two  will  have 
had  a  critical  re(  oiinoissance  of  MatliiaH  Point  to  deteniiiiie  the  facts 
positively.     A  furious  gale  is  now  blowing. 


^ 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Wanhiniiton,  of  movemcnU  of  vesneU 

to  and  from  that  yard. 

Commandaxt's  Ofi'ick,  Navy  Yabd, 

}yaiihhnjton.  May  28,  1861. 
SiB:  The  U.  S.  S.  Anavoxiia  returucd  to  this  yard  last  night  with 
the  Sfa  (lull,  wliicli  she  went  down  the  river  to  convoy  up. 

The  steamboats  Utiltiniorc  and  Jo  nun  (fuy  left  the  yard  about  i>  a.  m. 
for  Alexandria  with  tlio  Seventy  first  New  York  Kegimeut  on  board, 
and  returned  to  the  yard  after  lauding  it. 

The  steam  tug  Yankee  arrived  at  the  yard  at  2: 30  p.  m.  from  Fortress 
Monroe. 

The  steamer  Thomaa  Collyer  was  rele^ise^l  and  taken  away  from  the 
jard  this  morning. 

The  steamboat  Philadelphia  left  the  yaid  at  4:30  p.  m.  with  dis- 
patclies.  etc.,  for  Fortress  Monroe. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Daulouen, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seci'etary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Collins^  U.  S.  Nan/,  of  having  assumed  command 
of  the  U.  S.  m.  AiHUOHtia. 

Steamer  Anacostia,  May  28,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  17th,  I  rejwrted  yesterday  for 
the  command  of  this  vessel. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re8i)ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

X.  Collins, 
Lieutenant,  U.  H.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa«hmgton. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Commandant  If.  .V.  Marine  Corps  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nary,  regardimj  transfer  of  marinen. 

Headquarters  Marine  Corps, 

Wanhington,  May  2s,  ISfH. 
Sir:  I  sent  to  Captain  Dahlgreu  this  movwuxv!,  U^  Vwo^  \\\vfc\va 
receiveil  an  order  from  the  De\»artmcut  to  ttauaVct  \}a»a  \aiM\w«».  Sx<sw».- 


: 
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tbe  AtMcostia  to  tlie  bariiuks,  (ui<l  lie  replied  that  he  had  and  would 
send  them  on  shore  as  soon  as  he  could  obtain  a  relief  from  the  Seventy- 
first  Regiment;  that  he  ha<i  no  oflier  means  of  relief. 

It  appears  that  regiment  left  the  navy  yard  this  morning  for  Alex- 
andria and  its  return  is  uncertain.  I  respectfully  suggest  to  the 
Department  that  they  be  relieved  from  some  other  source;  and  if  that 
can  not  be,  as  other  steamers  of  her  ehws  are  without  marines,  I  re<5om- 
mend  that  she  be  without  I  hem  also,  as  the  men  are  greatly  needed  for 
seagoing  vessels  of  n  larger  class. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Jno.  Harris, 

Colonel,  Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  commandant  nary  yard, 
Wanhington,  reyarding  the  repairing  of  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  May  29, 1861. 
Sir:  Please  have  the  Yanlcee  calked  as  early  as  convenient.  If  you 
desire  to  alter  her  ariuiiment,  giving  her  rilled  guns,  which  Flag-Offic«r 
Pendergrast  very  much  desires  at.  Hampton  Itoads,  or  in  any  other 
matter  to  render  more  efticient,  you  arc  authorized  to  do  so.  If  any  of 
the  employes  of  the  yard  are  in  the  militia  and  the  work  is  retarded 
by  their  absence  send  their  names  to  the  Deijartment  with  a  request 
for  their  discharge.  The  PovahoittaH  should  be  in  condition  to  movo 
at  short  notice  anil  signals  arranged  to  bring  up  the  Pawnee  if  wanted. 
The  Anaeoxtia  might  be  sent  down  occasiinially  to  communicate  with 
Commander  Ward,  who  will  be.  found  about  Nanjemoy  Creek,  and  to 
prevent  any  breaking  of  the  blocka<ie  of  the  Virginia  shore  which  is 
said  to  be  done  to  a  great  extent. 

I  am,  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Washington. 


[Telcgrain.] 

Natt  Yard,  May  39, 1861. 
In  answer  to  the  enquiry  of  the  Department  by  Captain  Page,  I 
would  say  tliat  his  boat,  the  Jamex  ihty,  is  very  useful  to  the  public 
service  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  employ  her  alrciuly  for  such  pur- 
pose, the  I'otrhaUin  and  Momit  Vernoji  being  disabled. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

Cotnmandant. 
Navy  Department. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  to  Lieutetuint  Collins, 
U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Anacostia,  to  proceed  down  the 
Fotonuw  Kiver  on  blockade  duty. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  May  30,  1861. 
Sir:  Yon  will  jiroceed   with   the  Anacostia  to  communicate  with 
Captain  Ward,  wlio  will  be  found  a\>out,  IJawjCivao^  VixefcV,  a.ud  to  pre- 
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vent  any  breaking  of  the  blockade  of  tLe  Virginia  shore,  which  is  said 

to  be  done  to  a  groat  extent. 

You  will  also  note  carefnlly  any  attempt  to  fortify  the  banks  of  the 
river  or  to  obstruct  the  ch;uiiiel  and  disidact-  the  buoys. 

Tlie  length  of  your  absence  from  the  yard  will  depend  on  circum- 
stances, but  must  not  extend  beyond  one  week. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comma  ndiint. 
Lieutenant  [N.]  Chllins, 

Commanding  Steamer  Anavoatia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commandiiKj  [\  S.  S.  Pawnee,  to  cooperate  for  the  protection  of  Alex- 
andria, To. 


Confidential. 


Navy  Department,  May  30,  iSGl. 


by 


Sir:  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Alexandria  will  be  attacked 
the  rebels. 

You  will  bo  pleased  to  confer  with  the  colonel  commanding  the  forces 
there  and  cooperati^  with  him  as  far  as  may  be  necessary. 
Very  respectfully, 

GiBEON  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commander  S.  i).  liuWAN, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Pawnee. 


I  not 

I  bac 


(Tslegnun.! 

Navy  Department,  May  30, 186I. 

The  Government,  in  absence  of  any  knowledge  of  agreement,  pay 
nothing  to  the  Yankee.  If  they  go,  sliip  another  crew  and  send  her 
back  under  the  charge  of  the  midshipman  who  came  piisseuger  in  her. 
PriHi>ners  to  be  detained  until  further  orders.  Let  the  AnacoHtia  com- 
municate with  Coiuinander  Ward  and  return  to-morrow  or  next  day. 
Send  the  four  iron  suifboats  on  board  the  City  of  Richmond,  which  will 
stop  at  the  navy  yard  for  New  York. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Wa^hinyton,  />.  C, 


Letter  from  the  SecreUiry  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary 
regarding  movements  of  re««ef«  Ui  and  from  the  port  of  Alexandria,  Va. 


TuEAsiTRY  Department,  May  :iii,  iStil. 
Sir:  Instructions  having  been  this  day  given  to  tlie  collector  of  the 
customs  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  to  permit  vessels  from  Northern  ports  to 
enter  at  that  i»rt  and  to  grant  clearances  to  vessels  destined  for  North- 
ern ports,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  i)roper  orders  shouUV  \sfe 
given  to  the  officers  commanding  the  bVoGkoA^w^  ^s^'aAx'svk.  "va  •Ji^»>'« 
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vessels  destined  to  and  from  Alexaudriu,  as  aforesaid,  to  jiroceed  with- 
out molestation. 

I  am,  very  re8i>ectt'nllv, 

S.  P.  Chask, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.   (ilDKON   Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Xai^y, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Commander  Ward^  U.  S,  A'ary, 
commanding  Potomac  FlollHay  transmitting  order  regarding  morev>ents 
of  ve8»eh  to  and  from  Ale.randria,   Va. 

Navy  Department,  May  31, 1861. 
Sib:  EiH;]oRcd  licrewith  is  a  f;oj)y  of  an  order  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment to-day  to  tltc  ('omiiiander  of  the  Atlantic  IJIoekadinft  Squadron. 
A  similiir  order  has  been  jjiveu  to  the  commandant  of  the  Washington 
navy  yard. 

In  executiii);  the  ]>Iocka<linK  dnfios  jissipned  to  yon,  yon  will  permit 
vessels  of  the  character  referred  to  to  i)roceed  without  molestation. 
I  am,  resitect fully,  y<nir  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welx.k.s. 
Commander  .lAMKS  II.  Waud, 

ViimiiHinding  Flotilla,  Potomac  Hirer. 

[EnolfMuiv.] 

Navy  l>KrAnTMENT,  May  31,  ISfil. 
SrR:  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  instrnt^ted  the  collector  of 
cuBtoms  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  to  pei  nut  vessels  from  Northern  ports  to 
enter  at  that  port  and  to  jrrant  clearances  to  those,  destined  for  North- 
ern ports.  You  will  therefore  direct  the  ollicer  in  command  of  the 
Government  steamers  on  the  Potoniai^  to  permit  all  such  vessels  tf>i)ro- 
ceed  without  molestation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respect  luUy, 

Gideon  Wrlles. 
Commander  J.  A.   DAHi.ttKEN, 

Commanding  Xiirij  Yard,  Wa-nhington. 


Report  of  Commander  Rotcan,  F.  S.  Xary,  commanding  F.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
regarding  telegraphic  cotnmiinicatioii. 

U.  8.  S.  rA^\'NEE, 
Off  Alcdandrin,  May  31, 1S61. 
RiTi:  There  is  telegraphic  e^)mmn)iication  now  open  betwevn  the 
Ileadquarters  of  the  Army  at  \Vasliino:ton  and  the  commander  of  the 
forces  in  Alexandria.  Colonel  Htone  informed  me  last  evening  tha*  he 
would  forward  any  order  I'roni  the  Navy  Department  to  this  imme- 
diately, nij,dit  or  4lay. 

I  enchtse  the  general  order*  on  the  subject  of  telegraph. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  fibedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Natty. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nary,  Wa-iihington. 

•  8pe  precoiUng  oti\et. 
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rTelrgniin.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  Mat/  SI,  isni. 
Send  the  Pocaliontas,  or  let  her  relieve  tin-  Pmniee  and  seud  tlie  lat- 
ter, and  the  Yankee  might  stop  a  lew  hours  if  in'cesaiiiy. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 
Ciiptaia  Dahldrkn, 

Vommandunt  Nary  Yard. 


[TeJrtfrnDi.l 

Navy  Yard  [WAsniNGXON,  D.  C],  May  31, 1861. 
Tlie  Pmcnee  has  gone  down  to  Aqiiia  to  assist  in  the  attack  and  the 
Pocakontas  is  at  anrlior  olT  Alexandria. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlorkn. 
Navy  Departjient. 


Ordrr  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washhtffton,  to  Lieutenant  Colling, 
U.  a.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  H,  Anacoxtia, 

COMJLANDANT'S  OFFICE,  NAVY    YARD, 

Wanhington,  May  31, 1861. 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  yon  will  return  without  delay  to  this  yard. 
Kespectlully,  ete., 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commandant. 
Lieutenant  Collins, 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Anacoatia. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  to  Acting  Master  fituyres- 
ant,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U,  «S'.  »S'.  Yankee,  to  proceed  to  Hampton 
Roads  as  bearer  of  dispatches. 

Commandant's  office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  May  31,  ISOl. 

Sir:  You  will  pr'^K'eed  with  the  Yanhre  to  Hampton  Roads  and 
reiKHt  to  Flap  t)fli(er  Pendergrast,  delivering  the  diapatches  herewith 
intnisfed  to  you. 

You  will  cduiinunicate  with  the  Anacostia  in  passing  down  the  river 
and  de!i\  er  the  order  enclosed. 
KespectfuUy,  etc., 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commandant. 
Acting  MaiSter  M.  S.  SxrYTESANT, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Yankee. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washintjlou.  regarding  transfer  of 

marines. 

Commandant's  Office,  Nava"  Yard, 

Washington,  May  31,  ]S61. 
Sir:  I  have  to  a<-knowledge  tlio  receijit  of  your  letter  of  the  3<)th 
instant,  with  enclosure  from  Colonel  lliuris,  relative  to  iVife -HCiJcvvvRS.  vsw 
board  the  Anacostia. 
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In  conformity  ti>  the  directions  contained  in  tlie  letter  of  the  Deiiart- 
meiit  dated  the  -4th  instant,  the  marine  pnard  of  the  A7uwostia  was 
trannlerro(l  to  liead(|inirters  on  the  29tl»  an(l  a  guard  from  the  Seventy- 
first  New  York  liefjiiucnt  siipphed  ita  place  on  hoard  that  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Engagements  hetween  ressela  of  the  Potomac  Flotilla,  Commands  Jamea 
U.  Ward,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding,  and  the  batteries  at  Aquia  Creeky 
May  29-June  1,  1801. 

B«port  of  Commander  Ward,  V.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  Fotomao  Flotilla. 

IT.  S.  S.  TiKtMAs  Freeborn, 
Off  Aquia  Vreek,  Potomac,  May  31,  1861, 

Sni:  My  immediate  cominaudinj,'  oflicer  (Fhifj-Oflic^r  Stringham)  not 
being  present  to  receive  it,  1  couiniuuicate  directly  to  the  Department 
the  report  of  a  serious  cannonade  made  by  this  vessel,  supported  by  the 
Anacoistia  and  BcDolide,  steamers,  upon  the  batteries  at  Aquia  Creek 
this  morning. 

After  an  incessant  discharge,  kept  up  for  two  hoars  by  both  our  32- 
pounders,  and  the  expenditure  of  all  the  ammunition  suitable  for  dis- 
tant tiring,  and  silencing  coniiiletely  the  three  batteries  at  the  railroad 
terminus,  the  tiring  from  shore  having  been  rapidly  kept  up  by  them 
until  so  silenced,  and  having  boeu  recommeucetl  from  the  new  batteries 
on  the  heights  b;wk,  which  reached  us  in  volleys,  dropping  the  shot  on 
board  and  about  us  like  hail  for  nearly  an  hour,  but  fortunately  wound- 
ing but  one  man,  I  hauled  tlie  vessels  oil",  as  the  heights  proved  wholly 
above  the  reach  of  our  elevation. 

Judging  from  the  esptosiou  of  our  lO-second  shell  in  the  sand  bat- 
teries, two  of  which  were  thrown  by  the  AunconHa,  it  is  hardly  possible 
the  enemy  can  have  escaped  considerable  loss.  Several  others  of  the 
AnacoHtin'x  shells  dropped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battery. 

I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  officers  and  men,  whose  cool- 
ness and  activity  under  great  exposuie  are  beyond  praise.  As  the 
former  are  all  acting,  having  volunteered  from  civil  life,  none  but  myself 
being  of  the  Regular  Navy,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  for  them  a  favorable  con- 
sideration by  the  Oovernment. 

The  long  32i)Ounder  in  use  is  of  the  old  pattern  cast  in  1819,  and 
can  not  be  excelled  in  i>rccision. 

Both  the  guns  are  on  carriages  of  the  new  conBtruction,  devised  by 
myself,  and  answered  admirably,  working  with  such  ease  that  the  crews 
came  out  of  action  wholly  uiifatigued.  In  the  extreme  sweep  of  140° 
which  these  carriages  have,  together  with  their  ease  and  rapidity  of 
movement,  enabling  the  vessel  to  constantly  change  jjosition,  yet  keep 
np  accurate  fire,  which  imi)aired  the  enemy's  range  and  direction — he 
firing  always  with  rilled  cannon — is  to  be  materially  attributed  our 
escajw  without  loss  of  life  or  damage  to  the  vessel  or  machinery.  The 
men  say  they  are  as  free  from  fatigue  as  when  they  entered  action. 

We  cannonaded  for  an  hour  before  the  same  batteries  the  day  before 
yesterday,  but  the  tide  being  out,  neither  party  reached  with  any  con- 
siderable certainty. 
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I  ddubt  if  it  is  possihlo  to  roitiicc  tlip  batTenea  now  estiibJished  on 
the  Iicifihts  from  ships;  nor  is  itiit  all  important,  considering  tliat  they 
are  remote  from  the  shtii  channel  of  the  river  and  command  only  the 
railroad  terminus. 

Yesterday  I  landed  in  person  witli  Acting  Master  lindd  and  Master's 
Mate  Lee  iind  a  small  party  of  seamen  and  made  a  most  minute  explora- 
tion, exten<ling  over  the  whole  of  Mathias  Point.  I  am  tliei'efore  able 
to  speak  with  oeular  certainty  and  to  say  that  not  a  sign  of  a  move- 
ment, the  cutting  of  a  sapling,  driving  a  stake,  or  easting  a  shovelful 
of  earth  toward  the  erection  of  a  battery  exists.  The  jungle  is  very 
thick,  but  we  i>enetrated  a  belt  of  it  300  yards  wide  from  the  shore  and 
3  miles  in  length,  assuring  tmrselves  of  the  facts  as  .stated  in  this  report. 

I  have  especially  to  ask  for  the  steamers  BeWince  and  Reaoluie,  of  the 
flotilla,  each  a  small  rifled  cannon  in  addition  to  the  snioothbored  gun 
with  which  they  are  provided.  For  the  want  of  a  rilled  gun  in  them  I 
was  obliged  to  forbid  their  comini;  closely  under  a  fire  to  which  they 
could  not  reply  with  even  an  approximate  ellect. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins,  of  the  Anacostin,  will  make  bis 
own  report. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.lAS.  IT.  Ward, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  Flotilla. 

Ron.  (JiDEON  Welles, 

Sttretary  u/  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Baport  of  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Flotilla  Steamku  Freeborn, 

Potomar  River,  June  1,  18C>1. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  a  renewal  of  the  bombardment  at 
Aquia  Creek,  commencing  ll:;iO  a.  m.  this  day  and  terminating  from 
fatigue  of  the  men — the  day  being  very  warm  and  the  firing  on  our  side 
incessant — at  4:. '50  p.  m.,  nuiking  a  dunttiim  of  five  hours. 

The  firing  on  shore  was  scarcely  as  spirited  at  any  time  as  yesterday. 
The  heights  were  abandoned,  the  guns  apparently  having  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  earthworks  at  the  railroad  terminus  in  replacement  of 
the  battery  silencctl  thereby  us  yesterday.  During  the  last  hour  of  the 
engagement  on\y  two  or  three  shota  were  thrown  from  the  shore,  by  a 
few  individuals  .seen  stealthily  now  and  then  to  emerge  from  conceal- 
ment and  hastily  load  and  fire  a  single  gun.  The  bulk  of  the  party  had 
left  a  half  hour  before,  and  squads  were  ob.served  from  tinro  to  time 
taking  to  their  heels  along  the  beach  with  a  si)eeil  and  bottom  truly 
commendable  fbi- its  prudence  and  highly  amusing  to  the  seamen.  It 
did  not  seem  atlvisable  to  permit  so  feeble  a  lire  to  wear  out  my  men, 
therefore  discontinued  the  engagement. 

Several  shots  came  on  board  of  us,  causing  the  vessel  to  leak  badly, 
and  beside  other  injuries  cripjdiug  the  i>ort  wheel,  the  wroughtiron 
shaft  being  gouged  by  a  shot  which  would  have  shattered  it  if  of  cast 
iron,  a  point  considered  by  me  in  selecting  this  vessel  for  purchase. 
Fortunately,  I  have  again  neither  killed  nor  wonnde<l  to  report,  though 
the  shot  at  times  fell  thick  among  us,  testing  the  gallantry  and  stciidi- 
nessof  my  peojile,  which  I  cousidt'r  of  standard  proof  for  any  emergency. 

I  proceed  to  Waslatigton  to  rei)air  danniges  and  refill  my  exhausted 
magazines.  The  Patniec  remains  meantinn'!  below  to  8ui)j)ly  my  place 
in  the  blockade.    Cax>tain  Rowan,  of  that  ship,  joined  me  la.^t\s\^B&^ 
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replenishing  my  exhausted  stores,  iind  most  gallantly  opened  ibe  1 
thus  morning,  havin-;  followed  my  lead  inshore  toward  the  batt«ric 
His  ship  re«'€ived  inimeroua  woandA  both  below  and  aloft,  inflicted 
the  enemy's  shot,  apiK-aring  from  her  size — therefore  most  easily  hit 
to  be  their  favorite  mark,  and  was  herself  often  a  sheet  of  flame  owii 
to  the  rapidity  of  her  discharges. 

I  have  instructed  Captain  Kowan  to  rei>ort  circumstantially  direct  1 
the  Dejjartment. 

The  enemy  set  Are  to  the  large  passenger  and  fi-eight  depot  on  tl 
end  of  the  long  j)ier  as  we  were  a|iproa<-hing,  i>robably  to  remove  it 
iin  obstrni-.tion  to  their  aim,  but  were  not  )>ermitted  to  extinguish  tl 
flames  daring  the  whole  five  hours'  cannonade,  conse<)ueutly  nearl| 
the  whole  pier  was  destroyeil,  <nily  the  charred  i)ile8  remaining  abo\ 
the  water  to  mark  its  former  i>osition. 

My  gun cairiajie  endures  it« continued  test odmimbly.    The  pivotin 
arrangement  of  the  after  one  gave  out  in  the  last  hoar  of  the  actioij 
when  the  gun  was  fought  on  its  trucks,  which  had  neither  been  remov< 
nor  in  any  manner  interfered  with  in  the  construction. 

The  recoil,  however,  became  severely  raiking  to  the  vessel;  the  go 
was  served  slower  and  with  less  accuracy,  and  with  greatly  incr 
awkwardness  as  well  as  fatigue  to  the  men. 

Thougli  not  assuming  t<i  be  proper  Judge  of  my  own  invention,  iti 
possible  the  officers  and  men,  esp»'cially  the  gun's  «-rews,  are  compet 
to  speak  after  the  several  cannonades  in  which  we  have  beeu  euf 
amounting  altogether  in  the  two  weeks  we  are  commissioned  to  t« 
hours,  nine  of  it  under  lire  returned  uihju  us  with  more  or  less  vif 
and  eft'ect. 

^lore  than  100  shots  have  fallen  aboard  and  around  as,  any  one( 
which  would  have  stmck  a  frigate.     Wo  have  had  more  thau  1,(K 
shots  discharged  at  us  within  range,  and  have  ourselves  Bred  upwa; 
of  -iOO  shots  and  sliells,  with  1,7(K)  pounds  of  powder.     What  dams 
we  have  inflicted  remains  to  be  seen.     Tliat  we  have  received  none : 
easily  repaired  is  truly  remarkable. 

The  Anaiotitia  and  Riiimice  were  not  i)ermitted  to  come  under  dama 
ing  fire,  their  support  having  been  necessary  to  embolden  those  engagu 
by  giving  them  confidence  that  if  disabled  in  the  machiaery,  assistanc 
was  at  hand  to  drag  them  out, 

lam,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>eilient  servant. 

J.  H.  Ward, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer  oh  the  Pototnac. 

Hon.   GlDKON   WBLLK.S, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Beport  of  Comnuuider  Sowan,  V.  S.  ITavy,  commanduig  IT.  B.  8.  Fawnea. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnbe, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  V'n.,  June  3,  lisBl. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  receiv('<l  t>n  the  evening  of  the  Slsf 
ultimo,  I  pr(»cecde(l  i m hi wi lately  to  join  ('ii])liiiu  Ward. 

In  ]»assing  down  the  liver  1  was  inlortiied  liy  LicutuiiiUit  Mygatt, 
the  steamer  Relianei:,  that  ( 'aivtain  Ward  liad  gone  Kt  miles  below  Aijull 
Oreek  for  the  night.  1  continued  down  tbi'  river,  ])assing  the  cre<' 
.alxiut  3  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  1st  of  .liine^  At  *i  o'clock  1  Joined  Con 
mander  Ward.  .\t  9  1  stood  for  Aqnia  Creek  in  comi)any  with  til 
JFrcelioni  ior  tJie  jturpose  of  attacking  t  he  batteries.     We  arrived  ofl"  tl 
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creek  at  11  o'clock  aiitl  at  biilf  past  II  we  ran  iii,  the  Freeborn  leadiupr. 
being  of  a  lighter  dralt  tliaii  the  Pairnri;  whilo  this  ship  kept  jnst  ont^ 
si(if  OH  her  stai' hoard  (itiarttr  to  avoid  groiiiidinfr.  As  \vc  rangi'd  up 
tht»  enemy  set  tire  to  the  iKiildiiij^s  mi  llu^  end  oClhc  railroad  wluirf  and 
then  o|)ened  his  fire,  whirli  was  jiroaiptly  rrtiintfd  hy  tis.  Finditif;  my 
;  losecond  shidl  fVll  short  with  all  the  elevation  tll(^  ports  admitted  (tf,  I 
ranged  ahead  of  the  Frvclior it  and  edf^ed  in  as  near  as  I  coidd.  feeling 
the  way  with  the  lead  till  I  ^rot  within  range  of  the  Ibrts  with  the  15- 
second  shell,  wIh-h  we  opened  a  heavy  lire.  1  liehl  this  position  as  long 
as  possible,  when  the  ship  fell  otl'  against  our  <'xertions  to  keep  her 
Steady  and  [  it  |  heranie  neeessary  to  round  out  into  tlie  river  and  approaclt 
a  second  time  on  the  same  tack.  Having  got  the  shi]>  nearer  than  the 
first  position  and  as  near  as  was  safe,  wttli  but  li  feet  of  water  to  spare, 
and  to  tlie  northward  and  westward  of  tlie  FrcrAmrti,  we  ojieiied  a  ter- 
rible fire  from  live '.)  inch  guns.  The  batteries  were  twice  silenced  under 
the  weight  of  our  lire,  but  resumed  again  when  our  lire  cea.sed.  The 
houses  near  tlie  forts  were  destroyed  and  the  southern  end  of  the 
bridge  set  on  tire  by  the  shells. 

The  wind  being  from  the  southward  the  bridge  was  ilestroyed.  The 
enemy's  lire  was  abiiost  exclusively  dirert,ed  at.  this  shij),  his  I'illed  shot 
passing  constantly  over  and  around  its. 

This  ship  was  struck  nine  times  during  the  bombardment,  four  of  the 
shot  in  the  hull,  one  of  them,  passing  tliroiigh  the  bulwarks,  tore  \\\\ 
the  deck  and  was  glam-etl  on  board  by  one  of  the  iiiin  straps.  Of  the 
shot  that  hit  the  ship  aliove  the  hull  one  jiassed  tlin»ugli  the  nniintop- 
sail  yard,  another  shattered  the  niizKCumast  head  ami  topmast,  and 
another  jjassed  through  the  smokestack. 

The  cool  and  gallant  bearing  of  tlie  oflicers  and  crew  excited  my 
warmest  admiration.  Everyman  of  the  divisions  i>erformed  his  duties 
c«)olly  and  promptly  and  iiitelligeirtly,  showing  the  shi[t  in  a  high  state 
of  training;  to  attain  this  end  I  have  been  ahly  seeonded  by  the  divi- 
Bioual  otbcers,  Lieutenant  (Jhapliu  and  Master  Bine,  but  above  all  by 
my  able  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  K.  B.  Lowry,  whose  line  bearing 
on  the  occasion  was  everything  1  cotdd  wish. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  have  no  casualties  to  report;  the 
only  scratch  was  one  that  I  received  on  the  face  Irivni  a  small  splinter. 

At  4:.'i(»  p.  m.,  having  exj>ended  all  my  10-second  and  l.">sei-ou<l  shell 
and  the  38  rounds  of  ammunition  for  the  rifled  cannon  and  loS  hollow 
shot,  I  hauled  otl'  oat  of  range. 

As  8o(»n  as  I  am  relieved  by  Commander  Ward  it  will  be  necessary  to 
return  to  the  navy  yard  for  repairs  and  supplies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

8.  C.  ItuWAN, 

Commander, 

Don.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


\Tttlegnun.\ 

Navy  Yard  (WASHrNGTON,  D.  C],  Juiie  5,  JSni. 
The  j4tiaeo«firt  arrived  fron»  below  last  evening.    Yesterday  the  Pate- 
vee,  Freeborn,  and  Anneostin  eng!ige<l  the  batteries  near  Aqnia  at  '2,Q(tO 
to  2,5<Hl  yards  for  above  four  hours.    The  commander  of  the  Atuit'i>Htia 
wdl  report  in  person.    The  Freeborn  is  on  her  May  up. 

Nayy  Department. 


Unofficial  letter  from  Commander  Ward,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  to  th« 
Auiitant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[IT.  S.  S.]  Freeborn,  June  11, 1861. 

My  Dear  Captain  Fox:  Cai)taiii  Budd,  of  the  Be«olute,  had  a 
csouvcrsatiDii  with  Mr.  (ioft",  agent  of  the  St.  Nichol/is,  steamer,  in  Bre- 
ton's Bay,  Maryland,  a  day  or  two  siuce.  Mr.  Goff  spoke  in  terms  of 
snritrise  at  tlie  heroic  jK^rsisteiicy  with  which  Captain  W.  F.  Lynch, 
formerly  of  our  Navy,  who  comiiuuided  at  Aquia  during  my  several 
attacks,  hchi  his  post,  glass  in  hand,  on  the  ranipnrts,  against  all  the 
urgency  of  his  men  to  rinit  a  post  made  desperately  hazardous  by  the 
shot  and  shell  fiilling  thickly  and  exploding  aljout  him. 

Mr.  (Joif,  though,  could  nut  be  iiukIo  to  divulge  in  regard  to  the  exe- 
cution we  did.  Mi.s  expressions  regarding  Captiiiii  Lynch  imply,  bow- 
ever,  that  it  was  considerable,  if  not  great.  I  would  like  you  to  talk 
with  Ikidd  or  set  hini  in  hands  of  the  rei)ort«rs.  I  am  quite  disposed 
to  have  this  thing  published. 
Very  truly, 

J.  H.  Ward. 


Letter  from  Commander  Kowan,  U.  B.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S,  Pawnee,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  acknowledging  receipt  of  letter  of  approval  from  the  Department. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
OffAiiuia  Creek,  June  3f>,  [1861.] 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation* dated  tlie  211th  instant,  approving  of  my  conduct  and  vigilance 
in  seizing  provisions,  etc.,  an<l  destroying  rebel  ]»roperty. 

I  regret  that  the  receipt  of  uiy  report,  under  date  of  the  3d  [2d] 
instani,  has  not  been  noticed  by  the  Department,  while  another  report 
was  prom])tly  a(knowIedge<l  and  ap])eared  in  the  New  York  Herald  of 
the  next  morning.  I  have  no  desire  to  appear  in  the  public  prints,  but 
should  liave  been  very  much  gratitie<l  had  the  Department  authorized 
me  to  say  to  the  gallant  crew  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  "Your 
Government  appreciates  ytiur  gtxnl  conduct  before  the  enemy." 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander. 
Hon.  GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  }^ary,  Wathinffton, 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Sowan,  IT.  8.  Navy,  expi«Ming  approval 
of  hit  oonduot  in  the  action  of  that  vauel  with  the  Aquia  Creek  Battery. 

Navy  Department,  July  1, 1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  ina<lvertently  omitted  to  acknowle«lge  the 
receipt  of  your  rejjort  of  the  action  of  the  Pawnee  with  the  rebel  bat- 
tery at  Aquia  Creek.  It  takes  this  occasion  to  do  so  and  to  express  its 
apprtH-iation  of  the  conduct  of  yoiu'self  and  those  under  you  on  that 
occasion. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  C  S,  N.  I'airnre,  Potomac  River. 


P  Naval  Batteet  No.  1, 

Atpiia  Crttk,  Jvne  3,  1861, 
Sm:  On  Thursday  p.  ni.,  na  my  telcfrrain  the  iiext  moniiiig  apprised 
you,  tho  enemy  f  iiy;a<re(l  us  ftir  a  short  time  and  thcu  withdrew.  Tlie 
VVashiugtoti  papers  state  that  one  of  them  had  a  Massa<;hu8('tts  regi- 
ment on  board  for  the  purpose  of  landing.  One.  of  the  Bteaniers  was 
crowded  with  men. 

On  Friday,  at  10:30  a.  in.,  two  out  of  three  steamers  abreast  of  the 
battery  opened  tire  upon  us  and  continued  the  eauuonade  for  three 
hours,  wlien  tliey  withdrew.  The  hirgest  steamer  very  much  resembled 
the  Cnuader.  As  they  kept  at  long  sliot,  mostly  beyond  our  range,  I 
economized  ammnnitiou  and  only  fired  fifty  six  times.  Oiu>  of  the 
steamers  had  a  ritled  gnu,  the  sliell  from  which  penetrated  tliroughtlie 
sand  bank,  and  one  of  tiietn  exploded  in  and  completely  demolished  the 
room  occupied  by  the  oflicers  and  myself. 

Upon  our  part  no  one  was  injured,  but  lookers  on  from  the  hills  and 
opposite  shores  state  that  the  enemy  was  repeatedly  struck. 

Yesterday  the  steamers,  which  had  laid  olf  during  the  night,  were 
reinforced  by  the  i'«*rH«,  and  at  11 ;  .'U)  a.  m.  they  ei)niinence<l  a  brisk 
cannonade,  which  continued  with  little  interruption  until  about  4:30 
p.  m.,  during  whicli  the  I'ninier  fired  3!>2  shot  and  shell  and  the  other 
steamer  'Ml,  the  greater  portion  t)f  the  latter  being  rilled  sliells. 

Our  sand  banks  not  being  en  barbette,  we  could  oidy  fire  as  the  enemy 
came  within  range  through  the  embrasures.  This,  added  to  the  long 
distance  at  whi<'h  he  kept,  and  the  necessity  of  occasionally  repairing 
damages  to  the  breastwork,  C(md)ined  with  my  desire  to  save  amnmui- 
tion,  constrained  me  to  withhold  tire  except  when  something  like  a  fair 
shot  presented.  The  houses  in  the  rear  were  very  much  knocked  al»out 
and  the  railroad  track  torn  up  in  three  or  four  places,  bat  tlianks  to  a 
kind  Providence,  who  seems  to  sniilo  benignly  upon  our  cause,  no  one 
with  us  was  injured. 

As  the  enemy  had  on  Friday  made  the  buildings  at  the  extremity  of 
the  wharf  his  line  of  sight  upon  the  battery,  1  had  all  the  furniture, 
etc.,  together  with  the  weatherltoariling,  conveyed  to  the  rear  of  the 
I        battery,  and  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon  set  fire  to  and  blew  up  the 
platform  and  outer  end  ot  the  bridge. 

I  have  spoken  of  Commander  Thorburn's  zeal  in  the  first  engagement, 
and  can  not  too  highly  ajipland  the  sjiirit  and  alacrity,  tem))ered  by 
deference  to  orders,  of  Commander  Cooke  and  Lieuteiuint  Trobel.  With 
tho  exception  of  Gunner's  Mate  Cunningham  and  Master's  Mate  Lar- 
mour,  whose  services  were  of  iuestimable  value,  our  guns'  crews  con- 
sisted only  of  volunteer  militia,  who  stood  tln-ir  ground  bravely. 
i  We  had  yesterday,  in  a^ldition  to  our  guns,  a  small  rifled  one  from 

Captain  Walker's  battery,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant 
llobertson,  of  Tennessee,  which  rendered  ellicieut  service. 

In  connection  with  the  trans|iortation  of  the  Colund)iads  to  the  sum- 
mit of  a  lofty  hill,  1  can  not  speak  in  too  highly  commendable  terms  of 
the  zeal  and  untiring  energy  of  Lieutenant  (diaries  C.  Simms, 

One  of  the  enemy's  steamers  went  up  the  river  yesterday  afternoon, 
we  think  for  ammunition  or  ttdditional  force.    The  Pawnee  and  another 
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I  steamer  remaiiu'd  at  auclior  all  iiifjlit  iiwir  the  Marylaud  shore,  and  at 

L  this  time,  11:15  a.  in.,  occupies  tlie  same  |iasitioii. 

^^L  1  am,  resi>ectfullv,  vour  uhedii'iit  servant, 

^H  W.  F.  Lynch, 

^H^  Captain,  Virginia  Navy. 

^^^^^  Captain  S.  IJarhox,  Virginia  Navy, 

^^^Hh        In  cluirgcof  Office  of  Naval  Detail  and  Equipment,  Richmond^  Va. 

r 
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Baport  of  Captain  Lynah,  Virginia  navy,  commanding  naval  defeniei  of  the  Potomac 


Commandajtt's  Ofkice,  Navai.  Defenses  of  the  Potomac, 

Aquin  Creek,  June  0,  1861. 
SiU:  111  my  report  I  if  t!ic  eiigayjeinents  willi  this  b;ittery  I  am  not 
certain  of  havinj;  state*)  tliat  on  I'riday  Walker's  batteiy  of  four  3-inch 
rifled  anun  opene<l  lire  from  an  eiiiiiieitce  in  mw  rear;  and  although 
their  nhot  fell  abort  they  evidently  diverted  a  portion  of  the  tire  of  the 
enemy. 

On  Saturday  one  of  the  four  guns  was  placed  in  battery  here  and 
was  well  and  bravely  liandlctl  niider  the  imniediate  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Kobertson,  a  volunteer  from  Tennessee. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

VV.  F.  Lynch, 
Captain,  Vinjinia  Navy, 
Captain.  S.  Hakron, 

In  Charge  of  Natal  Detail  and  Equipment,  Jiichmond,  Va, 


Baport  of  Colonel  Bugglea,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  FTedoiiokilmTg,  Ta. 
HEADytJAJiTEES   DEPAKTMENT   OF   FUEUEBICKSBUBO, 

Frederickshitry,  Va.,  May  30,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  small  steamers  of  the  enemy 
atta<'ked  the  Aquia  Creek  Kadioad  battery  last  even! iij;  about  sunset 
with  twelve  shot  and  shell.  Our  battery  returned  the  tiie  with  twelve 
shot  and  shell.  The  contest  terminated  about  !•  o'clock,  when  the 
enemy  departed.  One  man  was  sliylitly  wounded  in  the  hand  by  the 
fragments  of  a  shell.  I  prepared  to  cover  our  front  with  my  whole 
force,  comprising  the  Tennessee  regiment  and  a  battalion  of  volun- 
teers, as.seinbled  at  Camp  Mercer,  and  proceedetl  with  some  700  men 
to  the  ]MHnt  attacked,  having  iu  view  sending  back  the  train  for  the 
rciuaining  500.  The  coiitlict  having  terminated  liefore  we  reached  the 
scene  of  action,  I  returned  with  the  forces  above  specitied,  reaehing 
this  town  about  5  a.  m.  The  spirit  and  conduct  of  the  troops  have  been 
admirable  iu  connection  with  this  little  att'air.  Much  agitation  prevails 
along  the  Potomac  coast  from  appreliension  that  the  enemy  will  land  in 
large  and  small  iiumbers  to  devastate  and  plunder.  1  respectfully 
rewjmnieud  that  guns  ot  heavy  caliber  be  furnished  (say  lli's,  18's,  and 
32's)  fur  use  at  various  points  on  the  coast  for  surprising  and  harassing 
the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Rdggles, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Commanding  Forces. 

Colonel  R.  8.  Garnett, 

Adjutant- General,  Virginia  Forces, 
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BepoTt  of  Colonel  Boggles,  C.  8.  Anny,  oommanding  Department  of  Frederiokibarg,  Ta. 
IlEADliUAKTEBS   DEPAUTMICNT   OF   FlJKDEniCKSnUKG, 

FrcderickHbiirg,  Va.,  June  1,  JSOl, 

Sin:  The  eiu'iiiy  attackeil  tlu-  naval  baltory  at  Acjuia  Cre«'k  yester- 
day alioiit  H)  a.  III.  TLe  eueiiiy  liad  tlireo  war  steinners  aiul  soine  small 
tiaiis])i)its,  nut  containing,  however,  many  troops.  They  hail  some 
lonnlioats,  or  hLuuches,  but,  so  far  as  obRcrved,  made  no  preparation 
for  landinj;.  Tlio  lire  on  both  sides  was  skillfully  directed  and  contin- 
ued ni>  to  abont  1  p.  m.,  when  the  steamers  hauled  oil',  and,  it  is  sup- 
posed. Ml  a  partiiilJy  disabled  couditian.  1  touk  all  tlie  available  Corces, 
enriiprisiiif;  (he  tour  eompaiiiesotint'antry  and  one  of  cavalry,  from  this 
viuiiiily,  and  Coloin!  I'.ate's  Tennessee  (Walker)  Lejiion  with  ine,  reaeh- 
iujr  the  I'otomac  soon  after  the  lirin;^  ceased.  Tlie  eouduet  of  the  troops 
in  tlie  batteries — that  of  Captain  \\'alker,  with  his  (>  pcniiider  rillogiins, 
Laving  been  lironj^lit  early  into  the  action — is  repiesented  as  having 
been  admirable,  including  the  covering  and  protecting  force  on  the 
lield.  I  have  transferred  th<^  Tennessee  (Walker)  Legion  to  lirooke's 
Station,  where  1  liave  reestablished  ('amp  Jnckson.  From  tliat  jioint 
latcrnl  nioveiiieiils  may  be  easily  made  to  cross  the  coasts  and  forward 
movements  to  cover  the  batteries  with  great  facility. 

The  ladies  are  now  making  tents,  cartridges,  and  belts,  and  I  hope 
soon  to  have  our  forces  sheltered  ami  better  eijuipped.     i  Iclt  Aquia 
Creek  hite  last  evening  and  return  (hero  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ruggles, 
Colonel,  Provinional  Army,  Comtuandiiig  Force*. 

Colonel  Ik.  S.  GAKNiiTT, 

Adjutant- General,  Virginia  Forces, 


Beport  of  Colonel  Bugglea,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Fredericlcsbnrg,  Va. 

Freuebicksbuiu;,  Va.,  June  1,  LsiJl. 
Sir:  The  report  has  arrivetl  this  moment  that  five  of  the  enemy's 
steamers,  with  two  transitort  ships,  one  of  which  is  of  considerable  size, 
had  appeared  oft'  Aquia  Creek  battery,  with  the  evident  intention  of 
attacking  it.  When  the  train  left  (11  a',  m.)  soon  after  heavy  liring  was 
heard  from  that  point.  lam  in  want  of  at  least  1,0(10  well  deciplined 
volunteers  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  send  them.  Twenty  thousand 
nmsketrilie  caps  are  absolutely,  necessary  for  the  use  of  troops  with 
percussion  arms.  1  go  to  the  battery  at  once.  Communicate  with 
Major  [W.  S.J  Bartf)U,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  to  this  otliee. 

Daniel  Kihkjles, 

Colonel,  Provisionnl  Army. 
Colonel  R.  S.  Garnktt, 

Adjutant-General. 


Beport  of  Colonel  Bngglei,  C.  8.  Army,  oommanding  Deportment  of  Frederickibnrg,  Va. 
IlEADgUABTEES   DePABTMISNT   OF   FUEUEBICKSniTBG, 

Frederitlslmrg,  Va.,  June  J?,  It^ill. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  command- 
ing general,  that  lour  of  the  enemy's  armed  steamers  coouucnced  liring 
N  w  B— VOL  4 ^2 


on  our  batteries  at  Aqiiia  Creek  yest«»rday  morning  lit  aliout  0  o'clock 
and  contiuued  until  about  4  \).  in.  On  our  side  nobody  was  burt  and 
uo  material  damage  was  done  to  our  batteries.  The  enemy  pave  no 
indications  of  an  intention  to  land,  but  liaulcd  oft'  to  the  Maryland  sborc 
at  the  close  of  the  action.  This  donion.sliatiun,  thus  persevered  in,  is 
made,  I  doubt  not,  in  view  of  collateral  action  and  movements.  I 
arrived  on  the  field  about  midday  and  retnnied  t^)  this  i>laco  at  niglit. 
The  batteries  were  commanded  by  Captain  Lynch  and  other  naval 
otlicers.  The  conduct  of  my  entire  force,  niidcr  the  command  of  Colonel 
Bat«,  of  the  Walker  Le;iiou,  until  my  arrival  on  the  field,  was  admir- 
able thronghont  Ihc  day.  The  eneinj' is  represented  to  have  tbrovru 
597  shoti.  and  shells  and  our  battery,  under  Captaiu  Lynch,  75. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Httogles, 
Colonel,  Prormonal  Ariin/,  Command huj  Forces. 

Colonel  E,  S.  Gaknett, 

Adjnlant-Oenerul,  Vinjlma  Fiircex, 

P.  8. — The  colors  were  cut  away  from  one  of  the  enemy's  ships  by  a 
shot  from  our  battery. 

D.  RUOGLES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


: 


Beport  of  Colonel  Boggles,  C,  S,  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Frederioksbnig,  Va , 
regarding  messnrei  of  protection  against  further  attacks  upon  Aqnia  Creek  batteries. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Fredericksbitro, 

Frcderichghury,  Va.,  June  4,  J861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  Btat<^  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding,  that  since  Saturday  last  no  attack  has  beeu  made  on  our 
batteries  at  Aquia  tlreek,  and  that  tlie  steamer  I'an-nec  only  has  lieeu 
lying  ott' at  that  point  repairing  damages  and  in  communication  with 
various  steamers  and  other  vessels  jiassing  up  and  down  the  Potomac. 
It  has  just  been  reported  to  me,  however,  that  after  I  left  the  creek 
yesterday,  and  at  about  )>  o'clock  at  night,  two  or  more  war  steamers, 
with  a  vessel  in  tou-,  came  down  tbo  rotoniac  and  joined  the  Pa^rnae. 
Thus  far  I  have  no  report  of  the  renewal  of  the  attack  this  morning. 
It  is  my  intention  to  throw  the  Arkan.sas  regiment,  Colonel  Fagan,  now 
at  Camp  Jackson,  upon  the  Potomac  coast,  near  Chopawamsic,  as  soon 
as  it  is  in  condition  to  do  so. 

I  am  much  in  want  of  an  etfective 'battery  of  24-pounder  howitzers 
for  service  in  conjunction  with  tliat  force  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
landing.  The  Fredericksburg  Artillery,  of  (J-pounders,  will  be  wanted 
at  Aijuia  Creek  to  prevent  hmdiiig  there  if  an  attack  is  made.  The 
movements  of  the  enemy  indicate  (hat  an  attempt  will  soon  be  maile 
in  force  to  land  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  JIathias  Point  in  a  brief  period 
of  time.  I  reapectfullj'  recommend  that  that  point  be  covered  by  a 
good  regiment  of  infaiitiy,  with  a  good  battery  of  field  guns,  until 
measures  arc  taken  to  establish  a  good  and  sufticieiit  battery  at  that 
point  to  command  the  channel,  for  the  establishment  of  which  I  respect- 
fully renew  my  former  recommendation.  Under  authority  given  me  I 
have  fabricated  here  carriages  for  a  battery  of  (i  pounder  guns,  and 
respectfully  retiuest  that  guns  may  be  Inrnished  me  without  delay  for 
u.<«e  in  the  tield. 

Since  it  has  become  impracticable  to  establish  a  battery  at  the  White 
House  to  coQimaud  the  Potomau,  I  rft8\iettttully  recommend  that  a  coiU' 
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petent  eiifO"eer  be  sent  me  to  examine  the  vicinity  of  Evfinapivrt  with 
tliiit  view,  and,  if  fouiHl  snitabK',  that  a  battery  may  be  established 
there  with  as  little  ilulay  as  is  i)r;i«;ticable.  That  point  is  imiioitaut  in 
ciHnieotiini  with  thf  jpositioii  at  Manassas  Junction,  as  well  as  the  ave- 
nues of  ajiproach  from  the  Potoinac  to  this^town. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ruqgles, 
Provimonal  Army,  Commanding  Forces. 
Colonel  K.  S.  Gaknett, 

AiljuiatU- General,  Virginia  Forces, 


letter  from  Captain  I>ynch,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  editor  of  tbe  Fredsrickiburg  Newa. 

Navai.  Batteey,  Aquia  Creek,  June  9, 1861. 

Sir:  My  oflicial  report  of  our  recent  contest  with  the  enemy  was 
rendered  aa  brief  as  possible,  embracing  only  the  names  of  those  who 
were  lesitiuiatdy  ennra;;ed;  but  as  there  were  sevei'al  iiisfaiicesof  iudi- 
viiluiil  K''"ii"try  by  vohniteers,  some  of  whom  reside  in  this  vicinity, 
1  tleeni  it  pro])er  to  t;ive  ]>ublicity  to  tliem. 

To  this  I  am  the  more  impelled  by  the  slanderous  assertion  cast  upon 
them  by  the  commander  of  the  enemy's  flotilla. 

Had  that  oJhcer,  whose  characteristic  traits  long  since  earned  for  him 
iu  his  i)rofession  the  eognoiiien  of  "Yankee  Ward,"  for  once  violated 
his  instincts  and  been  sincere  he  would  have  stated  that  men  were 
seen  running  toward,  iis  well  as  from,  the  batteries,  mostly  bearing 
ammunition. 

Tbe  attack  on  Wednesday  evening  was  repelled  with  spirit  by  Oom- 
niander  Tliorburn,  as  I  did  not  reach  the  battery  until  very  near  the 
close  of  the  eugagemcnf. 

In  writing  my  ofticial  report  I  labored  under  the  iinpiessiou  that  the 
shot  trom  L'ajdaiii  Walker's  battery  during'  Friday's  engagement  fell 
short,  although  it  diverted  the  tire  of  tlie  enemy ;  but  the  admission  of 
that  enemy  proved  the  tire  of  the  rilled  liattery  to  have  been  cfl'ective 
and  that  my  iuipression  was  an  erroneous  one. 

JJuring  Friday's  attack  Lientenant  Harnes,  of  the  Staflbrd  Guards, 
V)ore  a  message  from  me  to  Cai)tain  Walker  and  returned  with  his 
reply,  his  course  being  along  the  causeway  over  which  the  enemy's 
shot  was  sweeping. 

On  the  same  day,  too,  if  I  remember  aright,  Lieutenant  Betts,  of  the 
Washington  Guards,  came  to  the  battery  and  tendered  his  services. 

On  Saturday  Lieutenants  Yancey  and  Eckles,  of  the  Tennessee  vol- 
unteers, with  two  others,  whose  names  I  unfortunately  do  not  know, 
volunteered  their  services  at  the  guns  just  before  the  conflict.  I  sta- 
tiotied  them  near  by,  to  be  ready  in  the  eveut  of  casualties.  One  of 
tliem  bore  a  note  from  me  to  the  mainland  during  the  hottest  of  the  Are 
and  two  or  three  others  went  for  and  brought  ammunition. 

So  far  from  trejiidation,  one  of  the  messengers  stopped  nijon  the 
causeway  and  pickiug  up  a  shot  which  had  fallen  near  him  brought  it 
iu  as  a  trophy. 

J'aptain  Sener,  of  the  Washington  Guards,  was  present  during  the 
day's  conflict  and  volunteered  to  extinguish  a  Are  kindled  at  the  inner 
end  of  the  wharf,  but  I  withheld  consent. 

Captain  Wise,  of  Company  E,  Kiehmond  volunteers,  was  b^  wv^ 
tiinmghont  Saturday's  engagement,  and  wluVd  Wt  «\\ewvs^'9.  »i\^<i^« 
hottest  volunteered  to  go  for  infantry  to  ve\w\  au  ww'teVviW^fc*^^^'*-'^*^'^'^^***- 
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the  enemy  undercover  aftlio  smoke.  Before  recogni/.iiifr  Captain  Wlise] 
I  twice  ordered  liim,  tlie  la«t  time  i>ereuii)torily,  witliin  tlie  redoubt, 
for,  next  to  daiuaginjj  the  enemy,  it  vvat?  my  duty  to  jjreserve  tbo  lives 
of  those  around  me.  Thfise  are  all  tlie  indivi<liial  cases  I  cau  call  to 
mind.  Tho  deuieauor  of  the  nieu  at  the  baticry  is  .so  worthy  of  com- 
mendation that  it  wontd  he'invidiim.s  to  particnhuize,  even  if  tbey  were 
not  mentioned  in  my  ollicial  rejiort.  Being  .short  of  ammunition  our 
guns  were  worked  discreetly,  but  uow  wo  are  prepared  to  warm  tbem 
thoroughly. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  F.  Lyncu. 

EUITDU    FUEDEEIOKSBTrRG   NEWS. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Bate,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Walker  Legion,  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Camp  Jackson,  on  the  Potomac,  June  ll,  j>v;i. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  suppose  you  have  beard  all  the  jiarticulars  of  the  Aquia 
Creek  light  and  the  part  borne  by  the  Walker  Legion.  One  compauy 
of  it  wa.s  in  one  of  the  batteries  and  the  celebrated  rilled  cannon,  so 
etffctive  upon  the  enemy,  was  managed  by  one  ttf  our  young  lieutenants. 
The  remainder  of  the  regiment  was  held  iu  reserve,  though  within  range 
of  their  gnus,  at  a  point  of  concealment  to  pre\ent  a  landing  if  .such 
was  attempted.  The  boys  were  too  eager  and  courtcil  a  hand-to  hand 
fight.  I  made  a  rep4)rt  to  Colonel  Itnggles  and  forbear  further  tiespa.ss 
uow.  I  want  the  Walker  Legii)U  to  be  iu  thecobium  which  advances 
upon  WashiugtoD.  1  believe  we  will  have  skirmishes  here  now,  noth- 
ing more.  We  will  sink  their  ships  on  another  etlbrt  if  they  come  in 
range.  I  had  Walker's  ritie  battery  under  my  command  placed  with 
two  ritlo  c^miiauies  to  sustain  and  one  compauy  of  mounted  men  with 
carbines  within  hailing  distaiu'e  on  Symmes's  Point  under  cover — a 
masked  battery — Saturday  night  after  the  tight,  thiidiiug  they  would 
return  to  their  same  position  next  morning.  That  night  we  worked 
31KI  men  all  night  to  have  twoColumbiads  and  this  battery  of  Walker's 
iu  i)lace,  but  the  enemy  being  so  crijiplcd  did  not  return. 

The  arrangement  Sunday  nuiruing  wctuld  have  sunk  their  shijw  in  an 
hour  had  they  resumed  their  jiosition.  Wo  are  drilling  tlaily  aud  almost 
hourly  an<l  will  hirik  to  you  to  give  us  a  chance. 

I  want  one  iialf  hour's  talk  with  you,  aud  if  you  will  telegraph  Gen- 
eral Ilolmes  to  send  me  individually  to  Richmond  for  a  day  I  can  get 
to  go;  otherwise  I  don't  think  the  Old  Tycoon  (Holmes)  will  let  me,  and 
I  never  disobey  ordei'.s.  Von  may  be  sure  I  will  not  leave  when  there 
is  a  pros]>ect  of  a  tight.  Everything  is  lieaceable  here  now  except  the 
Paicnee.  which  still  coils  about  our  shore  like  a  wounded  viper.  Wo 
have  vedettes  near  her. 

1  get  information  from  above  and  below  this  i>oint  for  2()  miles  every 
day  through  couiiers  aud  cau  know  when  it  is  safe  to  leave  for  liiohniouil 
only  a  day. 

Pardon  the  length  of  this  free-and-easy  letter.  I  know  it  is  a  tres[»ass 
on  your  much  engaged  time.  Let  me  hear  froni  you.  Send  the  dis- 
patch spokeu  of,  or  write  letter,  and  oblige. 

Wm.  B.  Bate. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  8. — I  am  expecting  that  field  battery  promi.sed  me  at  Slontgfimery. 
I  have  a  company  preparing  for  it. 

B. 
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Letter  from  H.  W.  UcCluskey,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States,  describing 
the  attack  by  United  States  vessels  on  Aqaia  Creek  battery,  June  1,  1861, 

A<iriA  Cbeek,  Juni;  1, 1S61. 

Mv  Deau  Sib:  I  liml  the  pleasure  of  witiiessinK  ivt  this  point  to-day 
most  of  the  eni^)if;*'iiiciit  between  one  of  our  batteries  aii<l  three  Lin- 
colli  meii-of  war,  one  of  them  siippo.sed  to  bo  the  raicntt\  the  other  the 
Aiiacostin,  iiud  the  otlier  unknown.  Our  forces  act«Ml  manfully  aud 
sutfered  no  injury.  thou;;li  some  of  the  enemy's  sliot  were  well  <lireeted, 
and  where  it  seemed  providentially  averted  ft'oni  doing  mischief.  Tho 
ti;;lit  was  a  continuation  of  the  one  tho  day  before.  One  battery  lired 
the  tirst  shot  to-day,  then  all  of  its  jjariison  mounted  the  fort  aM<l 
cliecred  in  defiance  of  the  enemy.  The  shot  was  |»roniptly  letnrned 
and  the  enemy  kept  nji  a  brisk  cannouadinj;',  tirinjj  belong  tlie  dose  .")02 
shots, comprised  of  shell  and  bidts  of  tln']arj;est<!imeii.sions.  Tho  only 
danniget<)our  side  was  the  death  of  a  chicken,  though  astray  ball  killed 
a  horse  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek.  (Jur  own  battery  firetl  but  Tfi 
shots,  three  of  which  are  said  to  have  been  tired  with  clfect.  Tlifi 
tiring  ceased  at  .'i :  3(1  [i.  ni.,  when  a  barge  from  the  I'airnir  went  to  the 
Marylaml  shore  and  returning  the  Aiiticotilia  proceeded  np  tho  river, 
SU]>posed  to  beb()und  for  Washington  for  a  fresh  snpjdy  of  ammnnition, 

t>nf  of  the  guns  on  our  battery  was  under  the  c<unniaint  of  one 
of  the  Walker  Legion,  Cadet  I'atton  I{()bertson,  of  Nashville,  who 
fired  the  rilled  cannon  with  remarkable  precision,  and  disjihiyed,  for  a 
young  man,  not  yet  of  age,  the  nuist  dauntless  and  cool  bravery.  The 
big  gnti  oil  the  new  battery,  which  is  garrisoned  by  the  Carolina  (ireys, 
of  our  regiment,  under  coniuiand  of  C'afitain  Hunt,  was  jdaced  in  posi- 
tion about  .">  o'clock  this  afternoon  and  will  thunder  in  the  anticipated 
engagement  of  to-morrow.  Another  <uie  for  the  same  batteiy  will  be 
jdautetl  to-morrow.  These  guns  are  in  the  most  sj)lemlid  locality  to 
Command  tlio  river  that  conld  well  be  wished  foi-, 

Tonioriow  Captain  Walker's  command  of  rilled  cannon  will  be  at  a 
pnuninent  ]toiritof  land  at  tiie  nnuitli  of  the  creek  on  the  opposite  side, 
which  will  bring  him  within  a  mile  and  a  (piarter  of  the  location  of  the 
Lincoln  vessels  in  the  eng.agement  of  to-day.  I'its  will  also  bo  dug 
to-night  at  tho  same  place  for  the  use  of  two  of  the  ritle  comi)anies  of 
the  Walker  Legion.  We  are  all  at  the  creek,  though  our  eueampuient 
is  4  miles  back. 

The  vindietiveiiess  of  the  enemy  is  shown  by  the  quickness  with 
which  they  throw  their  shells  at  any  body  of  men  who  may  appear  on 
the  height  to  view  the  engagement.  One  of  our  com|)auies  was  lired  at 
with  a  shell  the  moment  they  emerged  from  the  woods  to  obtain  a  more 
satisfactory  view  of  the  tiglit.  which  exploded  over  them  and  miracu- 
lously scattered  so  as  not  to  hurt  one  of  the  number. 

Colonel  Hate  has  been  assigned  the  connnand  of  the  brigade  here, 
romiiosed  of  his  own  regiment  and  the  Virginia  trooi)s  present,  aud  is 
wtuking  with  a  zeal  consistent  with  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  of  his 
nature.  1  have  written  these  lines  thinking  you  wouhl  be  glad  to 
learn  that  the  regiment  which  has  apiiropriated  your  name  as  its  des- 
ignation is  contidetl  with  the  most  important  posts  of  duty  in  the 
M  eugageutent  at  this  point  and  vicinity. 
I  Your  friend, 

I  M.  W.  McCluskey. 

^^      Secretary  L.  P.  Walkee. 
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Pennit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navii  to  the  longboat  Morning  iStar,  of 

Alexandria,  Va, 

Navy  Depaktmknt,  June  1,  ISGl. 

8iK:  The  Morning  St<tr,  of  Alexandriii.  iise<l  for  traiisjxirtiiifr  W">o<l, 

•will  bo  perniitt«Ml  to  continue  in  tliat  wuiilHymeut,  carryiug  ouly  wood 

from  Fairfax,  Va.,  to  Wasliinj^ton,  for  one  nioutli. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

UiDEON  Welles. 

To  the  CojfMANDrNG  Officer  of  anv  U.  S.  vessel 

IN  THE  rOTOMAG  TO  WHOM  THIS  MAY  BE  I'BESENTED. 


[TtJpgratn.] 


Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  June  3,  1SG1. 
Captain  Ward  desires  to  say  that  the  repairs  for  wheel  of  Freeborn 
will  di'taiti  him  here  one  week  and  siit;iL;ests  that  the  Pawnee  should 
oceujiy  his  cruisiuy  grouiKl  till  his  letuni  there. 

Jnu.  a.  Daulgren. 
Navy  Department. 


(Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  June  3, 1S61. 
Direct  Pawnee  to  proceed  immediately  to  <Tiusing  prouud  of  the 
Freeborn  and  to  remaiu  until  relieved  by  Commander  Ward. 

G.  Welles, 
Seeretari/  of  the  Navy. 
Per  G.  V.  Fox. 
Commander  J.  A.  Daulgren, 

Comtnandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washiiigton,  regarding  the  Philadelphia 

Ice  Boat. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wasliiiigtdn,  June  3,  ISGl. 

Sir:  The  I'hiladolphia  lee  Boat,  now  here, niij,'lit  be  rendered  service- 
able by  some  changes  in  lier  e(|n!])ment  and  iixtures  if  autiiorized  by 
the  Department;  and  in  this  ease  I  wonid  also  suggest  that  souiename 
be  given  this  vessel  to  distinguish  her,  as  she  has  none. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.   a,   DAHLCiREN, 

Vommandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Ordtr  of  comnumdHnt  navy  yard,  Washini/ton,  I o  Lieutenant  Trcni'hard, 
U.  S.  Xacy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Keyntonv  State,  to  proceed  to  Phila- 
dclpliia. 

Commandant's  Opfice,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  June  3,  JSCl. 
Suit  In  conformity  to  instructions  from  tho  Navy  Department  you 
will  disc'liarge  the  Keystone  State  and  proceed  to  the  Phihwlelpbia  na\'y 
yard  as  soon  as  p<»ssible. 
Kespoctfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlukbn. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  TEENOnAKD, 

U.  a.  <S'.  Keystone  State. 


um. 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  M'ashington,  to  Acting  Master  Hann 
U.  S.  yavy,  commanding  tag  James  Guy. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  June  3,  1S61 
Sm:  Proceed  in  the  James  Guy  to  the  Patcner  ami  deliver  the  dia- 
patclies  herevvitli  linnded  you,  touching  at  Fort  Wasliington  and  deliv- 
ering tlie  niaila  herewith  sent  you,  and  return  immediately  to  this  place. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  DAaLGEEN. 

Acting  Master  IIannum,  U.  S.  Navy 

U.  S,  Tug  James  Guy. 


Order  of  vomtnandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  to  Acting  Master  lindd, 
U.  S.  Xacy,  cvmmanding  ['.  S.  S.  Resolute. 

Commandant's  OFFinK,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  June  6',  IStlJ. 

Sir:  Captain  Ward  wishas  you  to  be  ready  with  the  Resolute  to  sail 
this  evening  ;it  7  o'clock  and  to  receive  on  board  Ciiptain  [^\■i]liam  K.] 
Palmer,  of  the  U.  S.  T(»po<;raphieal  Engineers,  whom  you  will  assist  in 
every  possible  manner  in  the  reconnoissauce  he  is  about  to  make  ou  the 
Potomac. 

Ifepsectfully,  etc., 


Acting  Master  I  William]  Budd, 

ir.  S.  S.  H 


J.  A.  Dahlgrun. 


Besolute. 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  regarding  movements  of 

vessels. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  June  3,  ISC  J, 
Sir  :  The  stoam  tug  James  Guy  left  this  yard  at  2  p.  m.  for  the  Pawnee 
and  Fort  Washington. 

The  steam  tug  Resolute  left  the  yard  at  7  p.  m.  for  a  reconnoissanc* 
ou  the  Potomsic  lliver. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Di.vv\.v\'«.-^.-^., 

Cow.-nvaxiAa-cv.V.  ; 

Hull.  GiUEON  Wellks,  /Secretary  <>/  tlic  Nary. 
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Order  of  the  ikcretary  of  the  Navi/  to  commaiiilanf  navy  yard,  Washing- 
ton, regardhuj  tug  Young  Atncrica, 

Navv  Department,  June  4,  1861. 
Sir:  Flag-Officer  Pendorprrast  has  been  iustructed  to  seud  tbe  steam 
tug  Young  Amvriva  to  tlif  Wasliinyttm  navy  yard  for  repairs.     You  w  ill 
j>lt'a8e  .seud  the  Anncdxlin  ti>  Ihiiiiplou  itouds  as  a  subslitute  for  tli« 
Young  Aiiicrim  duriiiy;  her  iihseixe. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Jedeon  Welles. 
Couimauder  John  A.  Dajiloren, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  WashhigtOH, 


I 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  Navy, 
comwd luting  Potomac  Flotilla,  ngardlug  protection  to  Union  citizaia  oj 
Maryland. 

Coufideiitial.j  Navy  Department,  June  5,  ItiGl. 

Sir:  Oh  the  next  page  you  will  liud  eertaiu  iulormatiou  which  has 
been  coiniimiiieateil  to  this  Defiartuieut. 

You  will  be  pleased  t(j  art'ord  such  protectiou  in  the  premises  as  you 
may  deem  necessary. 

I  aiu,  respeett'ully,  your  obedient  serv;nit, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Svcrvtury  of  the  Nacy,] 
Comniauder  J.  Tl.  Ward, 

Commanding  FivtilUi  in  the  ChcaapeaJce. 


lEncloanre.] 


i 


The  mouth  of  the  Poeomoke  Kivcr,  in  Maryland,  em] i ties  in  Accomac 
County,  \'a.,  and  the  vessels  of  the  I'liion  men  of  Maryland  are  in 
dauf;er  of  iiiolestatiou  by  the  secession  partiea  of  \'irginia.  Tliey  need 
iuunediate  protection,  an<l  it  will  require  a  vessel  of  Ii<;ht  draft  of  water 
to  afford  it,  as  at  the  mouth  of  this  river  there  is  a  place  0  miles  long 
called  the  Mudds,  and  at  low  tides  the  vessels  from  Maryland  stop 
tliei-e,  and  would  l>e  in  (,rreatest  datifjer  white  thus  siground.  One 
steamer,  the  Wiigon  Sfimall,  fioni  I'altluiore,  has  (juit  the  rout«  in  conse- 
quence of  threats  which  she  considered  well  authenticated. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  to  Acting  Master  11  annum, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  tug  James  Guy. 


^^     On 

^^P  Navv  Y'aku,  Washington,  Jjine  5, 1861. 

■  Sir:  Proceed  to  Fort  Washinjiton,  land  mails  and  passengers,  then 

I  return.     Ask  commandant  if  he  needs  anything. 

I  Kespectfully, 

^^B  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

^^B  Commandant. 

^^m         Acting  Master  Hannitm, 
^^^^  Commauding  Tug  James  Guy. 


I 
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Order  of  commaiulant  navy  yard,  Wanhinytott,  to  Lieutatant  CoUinti,  U.S. 
Navy,  commandiity  U.  S.  S,  Anucoslui,  to  proceed  to  Hnmpton  Hoiuh. 

Commandant's  Office.  Navy  Yard, 

Wanhint/ton,  June  .5,  IStii. 
Siu:  You  win  proceed  in  the  Anacofitia  tollainptori  Roiulsniul  report 
to  Fhifj-Oflieer  I'enderfirast  as  substitute  to  tho  I'oiint/  Amvrica  during 
her  absence-  from  that  statiou. 
Kespecltully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Daiilgren. 
Lieutenant  Commaudiug  Oollins, 

U.  8.  S.  Anacostia. 


LetUtfrom  the  Seiretnry  of  the  Nary  to  Commander  Ward,  U,  S.  Xavy, 
commandbiij  Potomac  FlotiUa,  regardiny  movements  of  blockade 
run  II  em. 

Coufldcntia!.)  NAVY  Department,  June  (i,  1861. 

Sir:  Tliis  Department  has  iurorniatioii  that  vessels  dear  Troni  Bal- 
timore fur  St.  Mary's  IJiver  hulen  with  provisions  and  stores.  Arriving 
at  St.  Mary's,  tliey  wait  a  favorable  opiwrtunity,  cross  the  I'otomac,  and 
enter  Coan  liiver  and  discharge.  Two  vessels  have  been  known  to  have 
discharged  their  cargoes. 

It  is  utiderstijod  that  the  rebels  have  commenced  throwing  up  earth- 
works bctweeu  Atjuia  (U-eek  and  Chopawumsic.    This  is  not  vouched 
for,  but  it  is  said  tliey  are  secretly  doing  it 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Nary], 
Comman<lor  .1.  TT.  Ward, 

Comtnandi)ig  Flotilla  in  Ghe«apeake. 


Report  of  Captain  Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  of  topoyraphieal  recomwitsanee 

in  the  Potomac. 

Coast  Survey  Office,  June  8, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  conformity  with  yonr 
instructions  of  tlie  .'Slst  ultimo  I  have  completed  the  re»^onnoissance  of 
Lower  Cedar,  Matliias,  and  White  Uouse  points,  on  the  Potomac  IJiver. 
I  was  informed  on  the  .'id  at  tlie  Navy  Department  that  the  small 
steamer  Resolute,  with  sixteen  armed  men,  would  be  placed  at  my  dis- 
l)osaI  for  this  duty.  At  7  p.  m.  tiiat  evening  I  left  the  navy  yaid  in  that 
vessel  and  tlie  next  day,  ihe  Ith,  uiado  the  necessary  examination  at 
Lower  Cedar  Point,  Md.  On  the  5th  I  carefully  examined  Mathitis 
Point,  Va.,  and  the  Maryland  shore  opposite.  On  the  6th  your  instruc- 
tions were  nctiomplished  at  White  House  Point,  Va. 

The  tliree  sketches  herewith  enclosed,  giving  tho  wiilth  and  depth  of 
the  river,  the  height  and  t<)pograi)hical  features  of  the  banks,  etc., 
exhibit  the  details  of  the  work  executed  during  my  short  absence. 

1  am  confident  that  at  the  date  «if  nty  visit  no  batteries  h:ul  been 
erected  at  eitlicr  of  these  points,  although  both  ace.  v,v)\\\vii:A.\v\\vi'^\>««>-- 
tioiia  and  thickly  wooded. 


i 
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I  beg  leave  to  Htate  tliut  I  am  much  indebted  to  Coininander  Rowan, 

U.  S.  Navy,  coiniuanditij;  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Pawnee,  whose  ship  I 
found  oj)i)osite  the  rt'bcl  biitteries  at  A<|uia  Creek,  for  the  preat  assist- 
ance he  gave  nie.  At  Lower  Cedar  Point  lie  lent  n>o  one  of  liis  boat8 
and  carried  his  ship  to  Mathiart  and  Wliito  House  points.  Tlie  }>roxim- 
ity  of  her  ^'uns  may  liave  had  a  pood  intluence  on  the  rebels  there,  as, 
altli<pu!ili  I  lamh'd  and  scoured  the  woods  at  these  places  with  an  escort 
of  two  officers  and  twenty  niei>  only,  I  was  not  disturbed  by  them. 

The  nej^fro  slaves  ex))!  essed  a  strong  desire  that  1  should  take  theui 
with  me;  this  I  declined  doing. 

Acting  Lieutenaut  Blue,  of  the  Pau?nee,  executed  a  part  of  the  hydrog- 
rai)hy  lor  me. 

My  assistants,  Messrs.  Juuken  and  Sands,  from  this  office,  were  very 
zealous  and  industrious. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obcdieut  servant, 

W.  It.  Palmer, 
Captain,  Topographical  Engiru^ers, 
Anaixtunt  Count  iSurvey,  in  charge  of  office. 

Professor  A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent  U.  8.  Coant  Survey. 


[T«]eKram.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  June  8,  isoi. 
The  [3foKM<]  Vernon  has  returned  )"n)m  Fortress  Monroe,  where  the 
AnacoMia  liatl  arrived.  Tlie.  I'airnce  at  anchor  .'i  miles  below  Aquia. 
Some  couiinunication  suspected  there  between  tlje  two  shores.  Saw 
wharf  at  Evaiisport  ou  lire  11  miles  above  Aquia,  probably  to  prevent 
our  lauding  there. 

,1.  A.  Daulgkkn. 
Navy  Departjient. 


Report  of  Commander  Rmcan,  U.  S,  Nary,  commandinfi  U,  8.  8.  Pawnee, 
tnin^tmittin;/  report  of  Aelinij  Master  Budd,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding 
U.  8.  S.  lieHolutf,  of  rcconnoissance  in  the  I'otomac  and  burning  of  the 
schooner  Somerset. 

U.   S.   S.   I'AWNEE, 
Off  Aquia  Crtrl;  Va,,  June  10,  1801. 

Sir  :  The  blockiide  of  the  Potomac,  is  conducted  with  as  much  watch- 
fulness as  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  f<trce  will  admit. 

1  liiid  it  necessary  to  remain  oil' Atjuia  Creek  with  this  ship,  particu- 
larly at  night. 

There  is  comuuinication  between  the  Maryland  and  Virgiuia  shores 
tlii'oiigliiiut  its  entire  length.  The  people  (tu  the  Maryland  side  all 
symiiathize  wiMi  the  enemy,  so  far  as  I  can  jndge. 

On  the  r>tli  instant  Lieutenant  Mygatt  captured  a  rowboat  ou  the 
Virginia  shore  that  liad  cn»ssed  Irum  the  Maryland  side  at  Budd's 
Ferry,  sui>p(Ksed  to  have  taken  mail  matter  over.  The  crew  took  a 
package  from  the  bout  and  ran  into  the  woods. 

I  gave  Captain  Palmer  the  aid  of  this  siiip  to  make  reconnoissuuce 
and  survey  of  Mathias  Point  and  t^l(^  \Vhite  House. 
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The  R)'soltite,  Actiiip  Master  llmld,  rftiirncd  fiomtlie  litwi-r  Potomac 
yesterduy,  having  closi'ly  osiimiiifil  the  sliores  and  hiinicd  ii  schooner. 
His  repoi  t  is  lieicwith  ciidosed  tor  tlic  inlbiination  of  tlio  Department. 

I  dispatflied  the  RdUincr  yesterday  t-o  blockade  the  Virginia  shore 
between  St.  Mary's  and  Wicomico  and  to  give  some  ainrmiiiitioii  to 
tlie  liglithouso  keeper.  I  recommend  that  he  be  tnniished  with  six 
mnskets. 

Tlie  prize  tug  Yoviig  America  has  .just  reached  here  in  a  crippled 
state,  and  I  have  directed  the  licmtltitv  to  tow  her  to  tlie  navy  yard. 

The  enemy  is  constructing  other  batteries  on  the  heights  overlooking 
Aqnia  Creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  v.  Row  AN, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

[Enoloann.] 

U.  S.  S.  ltF.soi.VTE,  June  9,  ll^(!1. 

Slit:  In  obedieuee  to  your  instructions  I  have  made  an  examination 
of  tlie  lower  part  of  the  Potomac  Jtiver  and  have  the  honor  to  lay 
before  you  the  following  report  of  the  same: 

Leaving  the  anchorage  oft'  Aquia  Creek  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  and  landed  at  Blakistone  Island  lighthouse 
antl  learned  from  the  keeper  that  he  had  received  a  letter  a  short  time 
since  threatening  him  with  violence  and  the  building  with  destruction 
if  the  light  was  not  extinguished  at  once,  fie  dectineil  enmplying  with 
the  oriler  and  recpu'sts  that  arms  an<l  ammnniti(»n  may  be  given  him  to 
defend  himself  and  the  i>roperty  intrusted  to  his  charge. 

A  person  named  Blackwell,  li\ing  on  the  Virginia  shore  immediately 
opjiosife,  and  two  others,  named  Key  and  Harris,  residing  in  iJreton's 
Bay,  Md.,  were,  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  the  authors  and  senders  of 
the  letter  above  alluded  to. 

Learning  that  supplies  ami  men  were  constantly  [tassing  from  Breton's 
Bay  to  Virginia,  I  left  an  otiicer  and  boat's  crew  to  keep  a  strict  watch 
on  all  vessels  in  the  vicinity  and  proceeded  to  Piuey  Point  light,  the 
keeper  of  which  stated  that  the  supjtly  of  oil  was  almost  exhausted, 
there  being  only  5  gallons  on  hand  the  day  of  my  visit;  nothing  else 
required  at  this  point. 

After  visiting  St.  Mary's,  1  returned  to  Breton's  Bay,  where  I  captured 
the  schooner  Somerset,  which  vessel  was  there  and  had  been  for  some 
time  engaged  in  carrying  provisions  and  men  from  jSIaryland  to  Vir- 
ginia. As  I  could  not  spare  men  to  take  care  of  her,  I  towed  her  close 
to  the  Virginia  shore  and  burned  lier  on  the  night  of  the  8th. 

From  reliable  information  and  my  observation,  I  am  positive  that 
large  (inantities  of  supplies  and  numbers  of  men  are  constantly  jtassing 
the  Potomac  at  I'retoirs  Bay  and  St.  Mary's,  Vessels  are  loaded  with 
provisions  in  Baltimore  and  dis]>atched  without  clearances  or  manifests, 
some  for  St.  Mary's,  others  for  Breton's  Bay,  and  many  when  boarded 
state  that  their  cargoes  are  for  farmers  along  the  Maryland  shore  of  the 
river.  There  have  been  more  provisions  latided  in  St.  Mary's  within 
the  last  month  than  the  inhabitants  of  that  vicinity  would  recjuire  for 
three  yeais.  One  schooner  after  anchoring  in  the  harbor  crossed  over 
to  Yeocomico  J  Va.],  twice  discharged  her  cargo  there,  and  is  now  in 
Baltimore  loading  for  the  third  trip. 


I  exiimiiiCHl  tlie  Virginia  shore  rlosely  down  as  far  as  Hofj  Island,  but 
could  not  discover  anything  like  batteries  below  Potomac  Creek.  Hear- 
ing that  there  was  a  battery  at  Ragged  Point  I  went  close  in  there  this 
morning  and  fired  three  or  four  rounds  from  my  bow  guu  without 
receiving  anj'  reply.    No  works  of  any  kind  were  visible. 

There  are  twfi  small  vessels  lying  at  Currioman  Bay.  I  could  not  see 
any  others  between  Hog  Island  and  Aqtiia  Creek,  The  illness  of  my 
engineer  (•omi)eni'd  me  to  return  without  extentling  the  examiuatiou  to 
the  month  of  ttu^  K'a]i])aliannock. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Budd, 
Actintj  Majtter,  CominaniUnff  Jienolute. 
Captain  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Paicnce. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Kotcan,  U.  8.  Xavy,  commanding  U.  S.  8. 
Paicnee,  regardintj  recomwi»mncc  in  the  Potomac  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnke, 
Potomac  River,  June  13,  ISCtl. 
Sir:  In  my  communicntioii  of  the  10th  instant  1  omitted  t<>  inform 
the  Depiirtuient  that  another  schooner  was  burned  on  the  \'irgiuia 
shore  below  ISudd's  Ferry  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  (Sthi)  by  the 

I  had  dispatched  that  vessel  the  night  previous  with  dire<'tions  to 
drop  up  op[iasite  Biidd's  h'erry  and  wati-h  that  iioint.  The  ferry  at 
Tlionuis's  l'(tint  jThoin's  Point?|  is  watched  liy  tliis  ship  in  boats  at 
night.  The  coiiimiinicatiou  betwoeu  the  two  shores  at  these  points  is 
uow  very  limited. 

A  foloii'd  man  came  otl'  this  morning  in  a  small  boat,  stating  that  he 
bcliingcd  to  a  i\h'.  Ilealy,  and  asked  my  protection.  Having  little  faith 
in  the  loyalty  of  the  people  residing  on  the  Maryland  bank  of  this 
river,  1  declined  to  leceivc  him.  He  left  the  ship  and  continued  dowu 
the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resjMietfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.   C.   IlOWAX, 

Commander, 
Hon,  (ilDEON  Wklles, 

Hecrctiiry  of  the  yary. 


Report  of  Commander  Ward,  IJ^.  8.  Nary,  commandin//  Potomac  Flotilla, 
requesting  incrca-ncd  force  for  the  schooners  of  his  command. 

Flotilla  Steameu  Freeborn, 

Washington,  June  10,  lf^61. 
Sir:  With  a  view  more  etfectnally  to  stop  supplies  ft-om  Maryland  to 
Virginia,  I  respect  I'nily  ask  lur  the  three  sclio()uers  of  my  tlotilla  a  mas- 
ter's nnite  and  six  enlisted  men  each,  and  j)rop(»8e  to  anchor  one  or  let 
her  ciuisc  luider  canvas  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Marys,  another  at 
Port  Tobacco  or  that  region,  and  a  third  at  such  point  as  an  examina- 
tion may  prove  best. 
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Miiskt'try  will  l»e  ii  sufficient  armament.  If  tlio  Department  api)rovo 
this  8ii{;f;*"=^tio!i,  I  resiiectfully  ask  an  order  for  Captain  Dalilgron  to 
supply  the  men  on  my  requisition. 

Tbe  llotilla  luider  my  I'ommaiul  consists  of  tlio  steamers  Thoman 
Frcclwni,  mounting  one  long  and  one  light  .■i*_'poiui(U'i-;  the  JirxohiU; 
with  a  l.'4-]i(aui(k'r  howitzer;  tlm  L'tliiiiicr,  Uio  same,  nnd  thn-e  schoon- 
ers* of  light  draft,  taken  with  all  their  er]ntpment.s  from  the  Coast 
Survey. 

1  Lavo  the  honor  to  bo,  respectfully, 

J.  II.  Waul, 

Commmulvr. 
Lloa.  Gideon  Wklles, 

SecreUtri/  o/ihe  Xary. 


Order  of  the  Srerctart/  of  the  Xfivy  to  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  -Vai'i/, 
communding  Putomac  Flotilla,  granting  an  increase  of  J'orve  for  thi 
schooncrtt  under  his  command. 

Navy  Depautmi;nt,  June  lo,  JSiiJ. 
Siu:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  this  date  the  Department 
authorizes  a  master's  mate  and  six  enlisted  men  for  ea<;h  of  the  three 
schooners  iittaehed  to  (he  llotilla  under  your  command. 

Commander  Dahlgreu  has  been  instructed  to  furnish  the  meu  on  yonr 
requisition. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Conunander  James  II.  Waed, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Flotilla,  I'otomac  River. 


(iiDEON  Welles. 


Report  of  Commander  Ward,  U.  8.  Xavy,  eommauding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
of  affairs  on  the  Potomac  Hirer  and  urging  the  need  of  a  permanent 
guard  for  the  Maryland  shore. 

Flotilla  Steamer  Freeboen, 
Navy  Yard,  Washington,  June  10,  ISOl — p.  m. 

Sin:  Acting  Master  Budd,  comuuinding  the  JiV*o/M/f,  having  towe<l 
\\\i  the  tlisabled  Government  stenmer  Young  America,  I  have  directed 
him  to  communicate  verbally  with  the  Department  and  convey  such 
intelligence  gatliered  in  the  cruising  service  as  it  may  desire. 

It  will  be  unwise  to  !e:ivo  the  Maryland  shore  ojjposite  Aqnia  and 
I'otomac  creeks  without  constant  watch,  the  accumulation  of  supjdies 
thcjc  beit)g  great,  to  be  run  over  the  moment  obstructions  now  otlered 
by  the  Paicme  cease. 

So  long  as  the  rebels  possess  the  steamer  Page  at  Aquia  only  a  steamer 
is  lit  to  watch  that  place.  I  had  contemplated  an  enterprise  U>  burn 
tiie  Page,  but  she  is  removed  a  considerable  distance  up  the  creek  and 
guarded  by  a  consuleiable  force.  It  will  be  inexpedient  to  detail  one 
of  my  active  steamers  mi  tbe  service,  nor  is  any  one  of  them  but.  the 
Freeborn  of  sufficient  force  to  encounter  the  Page,  and  even  she,  with 
her  low  sides,  would  fare  badly  if  attacked  by  some  hundreds  of  troops 
in  the  Page. 

*  The  Bailey,  Cobb,  w&d.  Dana. 
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I  theTcforc  respectfully  suggest  either  the  Pawnee  or  Pocahontan  as  a 
permanent  };"ii"l  tliere;  to  row  boats  also  at  night  off  the  Maryland 
wharves  and  creeks. 

I  am,  sir,  resi>ectliilly, 

J.  n.  wakd, 

Commander. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  commawling  U.  8,  S.  Pawnee,  to  Lieutenant 

Mygatt,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandituj  U.  S.  S.  Reliance,  regarding  blockade 

duty. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Off  Aquia  Creel;,  Frt.,  June  lU  I'^Cl. 

Sir:  You  will  continue  to  blockade  the  shores  of  Virginia  between 
Hog  Island  and  Currioniaii  Bay  and  if  possible  prevent  intercourse 
between  Jlarylaud  atul  Virginia  shores. 

Yuii  will  if  yiin  can  extend  your  visits  to  tlie  lighthouse  at  Point 
Lookout  and  obtain  all  tlie  infoniiatiou  you  eaii  from  the  light-house 
keejjer;  also  visit  tiio  liglit-housc  at  lilackistoue  Island  for  the  same 
purpose  atul  exleiid  yonr  visits  to  Wicomico  Hay. 

Be  as  guarded  as  the  nature  and  object  of  your  service  will  admit  not 
to  interfere  witli  the  people  of  the  Maryland  sliore.  I  send  a  copy  of 
letter  from  neiiartniciit. 

I  have  the  hoin>r  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.   V.  KOWAN, 

Commander. 
Lieutenant  J.   I'.  K.  Mygatt, 

Commanding  Steamer  Reliance,  Lower  Potomac. 


i 


Letter  from  Commander  W»7-d,  U.S.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
requentiug  increased  force  for  the  Potomac  River. 

Flotilla  Steaiter  Freeborw, 

Wajihingtoii,  June  12,  [1861.\ 
Sir  :  With  a  view  to  render  my  proposed  cordon  of  oltscrvatiou  along 
the  Marylanil  shore  of  t?he  Potomac  complete,  I  respectfully  ask  that 
two  more  of  the  t'oast  tSurvey  schooners  remaining  in  Jsew  York  may 
be  towed  here  by  some  steamer  coming,  t()  be  left  with  the  Pairnee  off 
Aquia  t'reek  or  witii  this  vessel  if  met.  It  is  believed  two  schooners 
remain  in  New  York  whii-h  are  unlit  for  any  other  service,  yet  all  abun- 
dantly lit  for  this.  With  this  addition  of  force  I  think  the  communi- 
cation with  Marylnnd  from  Virginia  can  be  cut  olV  with  certainty,  for 
every  essential  (mint  will  be  guaided  by  a  small  fixed  force,  leaving  the 
light  steamers  free  for  active  movements  from  one  to  another  as  circum- 
stances may  recpure.  Please  order  a  master's  mate  and  six  armed  men 
put-in  each  schoonei*. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

J.  II.  Ward, 

Commander, 
Hon.  GrDEON  Weli.es, 

SeoreUiry  of  the  Nary,  Wasliiaytua,  1).  C. 
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Letter  from  thr  Srrreturi/  o/the  yary  tit  Commanihr  Ward,  V.  H.  Navy, 
com  m anil i)ig  Potomac  Flotilla,  truHxinillinij  tnclonurr  ri-ijariliiit/  contra- 
band trade  between  Maryland  and  Virijiniu, 

Conltdcnliiil.]  Navy  Department,  June  IS,  isai. 

Su; :  I  I'liclosc  herewitb  for  your  iulorniatiDU  (•oi)y  of  a  letter  received 
at  the  Trt'jismy  Depitrtiueiit  nud  referred  to  this. 
Very  respectfully,  eU., 

(iiDEON  Welles, 

[dceretary  of  the  Nnry.] 

Commander  J.  II.  Waud, 

Vommanding  Flotilla,  Chesapcalce  Bay. 

(EncIcMurv.] 

OusTOM-IIousE,  Baltimore,  June  5, 1861, 
Sir:  We  have  good  reiison  to  believe — in  truth  we  have  nlniOBt 
nuiloiilited  evidence  of  tlio  fiw-t — that  there  is  a  Ijirj^efjuantity  of  goods 
now  beiny  shijiped  from  our  city  on  board  the  schooner  Mount  Vernon, 
ostensibly  intended  for  Tall  Pine,  St.  Marys  Connty,  Md.,  bnt  really  en 
route  for  Virginia.  If  we  are  correctly  informed,  tliey  will  be  landed 
at  Tall  Pine  and  from  thence  wagoned  across  the  country  to  the  Poto- 
mac, a  distance  of  li!  or  1.1  miles,  to  the  neigliborhoixl  of  8wan  Point, 
where  a  wagon  road  to  Fredericksburg  intersects.  It  would  be  well  to 
have  a  CJovernnient  vessel  in  the  neighborhood  of  said  locality  for  the 
next  two  or  three  niglits,  as  no  doubt  such  vigilance  would  detect  the 
parties  in  this  illicit  trade  and  the  seizure  more  than  repay  the  (lovern- 
ment  expense  and  trouble. 

Very  respectfully,  et<-., 

Wm.  Thos.  Valiant, 

Deputy  Collector. 
lion.  a.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Letter  from   the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Charles   W.  Carrigan,  esq., 
granting  pcrmisHion  to  pass  from  Maryland  to  Virginia  shore. 

Navy  Depautment,  June  13, 1861. 
Sfb:  Tour  coranumication  of  June  10  concerning  Mrs.  M.  A.  F. 
Stratton  is  at  hand.  This  is  to  authorize  the  steamer  Wilson  Small  to 
pass  from  the  Alaryland  to  tlie  Virginia  shore  for  the  special  purpose, 
and  no  other,  of  conveying  the  aforesaid  Mrs.  M.  A.  V.  Stratton,  an 
invalid,  and  yourself,  as  her  companion,  to  Piuigoteague,  Accoma« 
County,  Va.,  on  her  way  to  her  residence  in  Northampton  County,  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia.  Upon  the  accom])Iishnietit  of  the  object 
for  which  this  permission  is  given  it  is  esi)ecled  that  this  pajier  shall 
be  returned  to  this  Department,  To  bedonein  the  mouth  of  June,1861. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  sei-vaut, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Chables  W.  Cabuioan,  Esi]., 

Philadelphia^  Pa. 


512   OPEBATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

Jiixtfuctiom  from  Commander  Wurd,  V.  S.  Nary,  comvinndin-p  Potom/tr 
Flotilla,  to  Commander  Roiran,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  H. 
Pawnee,  relatire  to  an  effective  blockade  of  the  Potomae. 

Flotilla  Steamkr  rRKEBOBN, 

Potomac  River,  June  i:i,  ISOl, 

SiK:  You  will  be  pleiiscd  to  remain,  with  the  /'airnfe,  uuder  your 
cominanil,  at  or  not  uuueeessurily  fiir  from  your  present  station  oil" 
Arjuiii  Creek  and  ert'eetually  eoiitimie  the  blockade  of  that  region 
against  all  egress  of  vessela  or  persons,  and  ingress  of  them,  or  8ui>- 
plies  of  any  sort,  in  any  form,  or  on  any  preteiise  whatever. 

No  one  of  the  snialler  ves.Hcls  of  uiy  comuiand  is  fit  to  lie  there,  sub- 
ject to  bo  boarded  suddeidy  at  night  Ijy  largo  nuiubera  of  troops  put 
ou  l>oard  the  rebel  steamer  Po<ic,  known  to  be  in  the  ereek,  too  high 
tip  for  altaek  by  us,  and  too  well  guanled  by  soldiers.  You  will  exer- 
cise every  degree  of  vigilance  against  such  surprise  and  maintain 
yourself  in  all  needed  preparation. 

You  will  permit  no  craft  of  any  descr!i)tion  to  be  underway  at 
night.  The  object  of  tliis  precaution  is  to  insure  a  discontinuance 
of  all  iiitercouise  between  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  .shores,  which 
object  nuist  be  carried  out,  and  no  discretion  in  any  ea.se  what- 
ever exeri-ised  to  the  contrary  by  any  one  subject  to  my  command. 
Vessels  sailing  at  night  can  elude  any  amount  of  vigilance  if  permitttHl 
to  continue  so  and  watch  their  opportunity.  Any  discovered  so  uiuler- 
way  are  to  be  ordered  under  the  guns  of  the  Paionee,  and  if  found  in 
disobedience  after  such  orders,  either  on  the  same  or  a  subsequent 
night,  will  be  made  prize. 

Twit  or  three  armed  boats  will  row  guar<l  or  station  themselves  off 
such  ])oiiits  on  the  Maryland  shore,  near  Maryland  I'oint  and  opposite 
Aijuia,  or  at  such  other  localities  conveniently  near  as  there  is  reason 
to  appreliend  sui>plies  may  be  collected  for  transportation  to  Virgiiua, 
and  exercise  such  vigilance  and  activity  as  will  puttheotlective  execu- 
tion of  the  object  in  view,  as  explained  in  this  communication,  beyond 
a  doubt  or  ([uestion  in  the  i»art  of  the  I'otomac  where  you  are  or  may 
be  stationed. 

1  shall  leave  above  Cedar  Point  the  steamer  Riliaiivc  as  an  active, 
movable  force,  subject  to  your  discretion  within  the  limit  of  these 
orders,  directing  the  otMcer  in  charge  of  her  to  report  to  j'ou  for 
instructions. 

I  shall  further  anchor  one  of  the  llotilla  schooners,  with  a  master's 
mate  and  six  hands  armed  with  nuiskets,  off  I'ort  Tobacco  or  Nanjemoy, 
probably  between  the  two  places,  as  a  permanent  guard,  whom  you  will 
I)lease  see  are  heartily  engaged  in  carrying  out  the  sjiirit  of  these 
instructions  in  that  tjuarter,  keeping  the  schooner's  small  boat  out  at 
night  for  that  purimse,  giving  the  men  rest  during  the  day. 

My  intention  is  that  the  Rdianrt;  tihall  as  a  rule  cruise  at  night  under 
low  steam,  giving  the  people  rest  while  at  anchor  during  the  day.  It 
is  at  night  that  the  violation  of  blockade  is  most  apprehended.  Hence 
the.se  specitic  directions. 

I  am  in  expectation  of  another  schooner,  to  be  stationed  as  part  of  a 
cordon  of  observation,  at  or  near  Uudd's  Ferry  (Chicomuxen  Creek), 
which  place  is  rejjorted  as  a  depot  of  8ui»plies  for  rebel  forces. 

Until  1  get  such  schtmner  it  would  l>e  well  t/O  ])ut  your  armed  launch 
there  every  night,  to  be  towed  uj)  by  the  Reliance  and  brought  down  in 
the  morning,  said  launch  being  one  of  the  two  or  three  boats  ordered 
on  guard  at  night.    This  boat  service  can  be  made  easy  for  your  crew 


tliinl  night,  to  wiiieli  end  the  btiatrt  need  uot,  exfept  the  hiiiuch,  be 
your  heaviest,  nor,  unless  beyond  reach  of  ready  support  from  yon,  will 
they  lie  Ihlly  inauned. 

If  yon  have  ntidoubted  conviction  that  a  depot  of  supplies,  arms, 
aiiiniuiiition,  nr  ]ir<ivisi(ins  exists  in  Maryland  within  your  ready  reach, 
destined  for  Mrfjiiiia,  auaitinj;  only  the  oiiiiortnnity  to  elude  you  and  be 
carried  over,  yon  will  seize  such  property  and  hohl  it  subject  to  my 
decision.  I  shall  iindiably  pass  my  time  in  the  lower  Potomac,  but  will 
visit  you  at  shmt  intervals  and  keep  yon  provided  with  the  necessary 
priivisKins  and  stores. 

Ttie  sclidimers  of  this  tlotilla,  which  may  be  stationed  above  Cedar 
Point,  you  will  he  ]ik'ascd  tn  hmk  after  so  far  as  ])ossiblc  consistently 
wilii  your  other  duties,  particularly  their  safety.  1  am  aware  of  their 
exposure  to  eaptnrc  by  surprise  at  night  and  for  that  reason  have  pre- 
ferred that  they  should  be  armed  only  with  musketry.  They  should 
lie  always  in  a  state,  of  pre]>aration  for  sctittliug',  the  arms  and  aunnu- 
iiition  ready  to  he  thrown  oveiboar<l,  so  that  in  the  event  of  bcinfi; 
overpowered  by  numbers  the  cajdure  coidd  add  neither  trophy  nor 
fitreiifith  to  the  rebel  forces. 

The  boats  of  lludd's  Ferry  nuist  (-ease  to  ])ly,  otherwise  they  must 
be  seizcil  and  sent  to  \Vashinj;tou.  leavinjf  the  owners  to  tind  a  rcnu'dy 
tliereagainst  thctiovernment.  In  my  absence,  while )i<'rfectiufcarran};e- 
meats  for  a  Tuoro  complete  blockade  on  the  lower  I'otomac,  you  will  be 
jileased  to  cany  out  this  order  in  respect  to  IJudd's  Ferry  as  thoroughly 
as  your  means  will  possibly  allow. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Wabd, 
Communtler^  U,  S.  Nary,  Smior  Officer  on  the  Potomac, 

Com  mil  11(1  ing  lUockudc. 

("omniander  S,  C.  Rowan, 

Vummnnding  U.  aS'.  »V,  Pawnee,  Potomac  Rirvr. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Xary,  commandiiitf  U.  S.  S.  Patcnee, 
re(iardinij  George  A.  Itatca,  a  citizen  of  Viri/inia. 

F.  S.  8.  PAWinsE, 
Potomac  Rtrer,  June  11,  IFtdl. 
Sir:  Karlj*  this  moining  a  person  calling  himself  tleorge  A.  Hates 
came  oft'  to  the  ship  for  jtermission  to  pass  to  the  Virginia  shore.  H« 
itd'oi-ms  me  he  resi<k'd  in  i'rinee  George's  County,  JId.,  not  far  from 
Annajiolis,  uidil  the  riot  in  Baltimore.  He  then  removed  his  wife  to 
Virginia  and  returned  to  Maryland  to  settle  his  business.  He  is  now 
waiting  for  ])ermissiun  to  cross  with  some  houseludd  effects  subject  to 
inspection  and  search.  He  declares  himself  a  loyal  citizen  ami  willing 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Shall  I  peruut  him  to  pass  if  he  takes 
the  oath  T 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resiiectfally,  youi-  obedient  servant. 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
,  Commander. 

I         lion.  (liDEoN  Welles, 

^^L            Secrrlari/  of  the  Xavy,  Wiishington. 
^^^^    N  W  R— VOL  4 ;J3 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  A'Vn'y  to  Commander  Word,  U.  8.  AViry, 
commanding  I'otomac  Flotilla, 

Navy  Department,  June  J3,  iSGl. 
Sir:  Your  letter*  of  tbo  12tli  instant  lias  been  received. 
Your  iipi>licatiou  will  receive  attention;   but  tlie  Department  con-' 
sillers  11  scliooncr  ■\vitli  only  six  men  armed  witli  muskets  as  entirely 
unsafe  in  oceuityint;  any  position  near  the  N'irginia  sliore. 
I  am,  respeet fully,  your  obetlieiit  servant, 

(tideon  Welles, 

[SevrelHTy  of  the  Navy,\ 
Comniamler  .Tamks  TI.  Ward, 

Vommandiiui  U.  H.  Flotilla,  etc.,  Washington,  />.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  Commander  Ward,  V.  S.  Navtf, 
eommandinij  Potovuie  Flolilhi,  regarding  the  ste-amer  St.  Xichol/i-H. 

Navy  Department,  Jun^  15,  l8i:i. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  information  from  a  reliable  simrce 
that  the  steamer  St.  yiehohm,  running  between  Baltimore  and  Wash- 
ington, leavinj;  the  former  eity  on  Friday  afternoons  at  4  oVhx.'k  and 
Washinjfton  every  Tuesday  moriiinfj  at  G  <»Vloek  (advertised  to  make 
landin{;s  on  the  Maryland  shoieof  the  I'otomat;),  is  engaged  in  eonvcy- 
itifj  and  disposiufj  of  contraband  articles  to  parties  in  Virginia.  ))ar- 
ticularly  cloth  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers.  You  ■will  cause  this  vessel 
to  be  carefully  searched  and  if  the  facts  are  as  supjiosed  you  will 
seize  her. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Xavy.] 
Captain  James  EI.  Ward. 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Thoma^n  Freeborn. 


[EDclMare.] 


I 


L 


The  steamer  from  Baltimore,  (S7.  Nieholas,  arrived  yejsterday  (Sun- 
day a,  m.)  and  anuouiices  her  departure  f(jr  to-morrow  a.  ni.  The 
captain  reimrts  being  brought  to  by  a  shotted  jjun  on  the  river  and 
compelled  to  lay  by  (luring  the  night,  and  on  assuring  the  commander 
of  the  war  steamship  of  the  St.  Xirholax  being  a  ])eacefa]  steamer, 
resuming  her  regular  trips  to  and  from  Baltimore  and  Washington,  he 
was  allowed  to  proieed. 

The  plan  of  comtnunicatioti  between  Baltimore  and  llichmond  is  for 
the  steamer  to  land  at  a  small  ]>ort  on  the  Maryland  side  nearly  opiH>- 
site  Aquia  Creek,  where  a  depot  has  been  established.  Snndl  boats  are 
ready  to  carry  over  the  passengers,  merchandise,  and  mails  during  the 
night. 

I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  sending  a  person  in  her  tomorrow 
to  observe,  and  then  tiike  care  of  her  on  the  second  trij),  at  which  time 
the  apparent  success  uf  the  first  trip  would  insure  a  good  haul  of 
contraband. 

*8«ep.  610. 
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Jieport  of  commit mhtnt  navy  yard,  Waxhin<i1oii,  tran»iitUtin/i  report  of 
Licuttnant  ('oIUhk,  F.  S.  X'ary,  commanding  U.  S.  H,  Anacostia,  (jiving 
lint  of  Tifsnth  examined  in  the  Potomac  Hirer. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yahd, 

WaKhinyion,  June  I'l.  ISfJl, 
Sir:  I  eutiose  Lerewith  tlie  report  of  Lieutenant  <"ounuaii(liiifi  Col- 
lins, \)i'  till'  steamer  Aiiticimtia,  show tng  llic  vessels  examined  Uy  liiui  in 
the  I'otoiiuu*  Hiver ;  iilwo  letters  acknovvledfjinp;  the  receipt  of  letters, et(^ 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   A.   DAUHiKKN, 

Commandant. 
Uoii.  Gldedn  Welles. 

{Encluaiv.] 

U.  8.  8.  Anaoostla, 
Hajnpton  Rondft,  June  12,  1861. 
Sir:  Enclosed  I  lierewith  send  you  a  list  of  vessels  examined  in  the 
Potomac  Kiver  on  tlie  (>tli  and  7th  iusfant. 

Tlieii'  is  one,  you  will  jierceive,  which  is  marked  suspicious.    She 
was  so  iniirbed  because  I  found  him  at  anchor  when  lie  nii{;lit  have 
been  on  his  way  to  Washinf^toTi.     Should  he  not  have  delivered  at  the 
latter  i)lace  his  cargo  ere  this  he  should  be  marked  for  capture. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  COLI,INH, 
Lieut^mant,  Commandintj. 

Captain  John  A,  Dahlgken, 

Commandant  2i'avi/  Yard,  Washington. 

[SnbesclusnrF.I 

JAtt  of  sohoonen  txamined  in  the  Potomao  Hirer  6y  tht  U.  S,  8.  AnaooiHa,  Junt  6  and  7, 

18G1. 


Date. 


Svaat 


June  7 


Kame. 


OaUTteEDen... 
Watchmui 

Ann  I*irUrt»U.  -• . 

(^UHtilUuie 

Uru  VandivtT' .. 
William  Peters.. 

HM.  Smith 

Llnyil  Milion 

John  Itowh^tt . . . 
MurrAuilKRit}. 
M'illtain  Henry. - 

S.  G.King 

Alvarado 


From. 


Fhlladelpbia.. 

do 

...do 

...do 

lialtlmore 

Havre     d  e 

Grace. 
Baltimofo  — 

DoVinj;  River 
Ualtimnrv  — 
Philadelphia.. 
Baltiuioro 

Philadelphia. . 
Baitimoro 


Bniind. 


Waablnfton 

....do^. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Wicomico  Civek 
JUiTnr). 

W'asbington 

do 

Old  Point 

Sallnbtiry  Point. 

Waahlngton . . 


Ixwded. 


To  whom 
conaljpied. 


Fortreaa  Monroe ' do  . 


Coal. 

Given  — 

Water... 

Fbb I  Maater  ... 

Rar  and  com . .    MurrlMin 
Coal O.Ksya. 

Light 

Wood 

Light 

Coal 

Gooda,  wbtaky, 

ct<>. 
Coal 


Master. 


KUtott 


Partridge. 


*  Suapioiuua. 
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Re^port  of  commandant  nai^y  yard,  Washhiffton,  trawtmittin^  report  of 
lAiutmant  Priclirtt,  T.  )S'.  A^flr?/,  cnuimandinfi  steamer  Mount  Vernon, 
ngardimj  the  cajitiire  of  the  sloop  Alma,  June  lo,  Id'CI. 

Commandant's  Offick,  Navy  Yard, 

Wii^hiugton,  Srpteniher  'J7,  1801. 

Sill:  I  transmit  lieiewiUi  the  reitort  o("  LkMitoiiiiut  Pn'cliott  in  lejranl 
to  the  seizure  of  tbo  sloop  Alena,  as  enlled  for  by  your  letter  of  the  U4th 
instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  i-esiJOctfuUy,  your  obeiliont  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiil(;ken, 

Coviutandant. 
IIoii.  Gideon  Welles, 

Heeretar>i  of  the  Navy. 


[  Encloaara.] 


I 


FoKT  Ellsworth,  September  3G,  1S61. 

SiE:  On  the  15th  of  June  I  was  ordeied  by  Couimander  J.  A.  Dahl- 
gren  to  take  charge  of  the  steamer  Motint  Vernon  iuid  make  a  recon- 
uoissance  of  White  llousi?  Blut]',  t(i  determine  if  any  rebel  liatteries  had 
beeu  erected  there.  When  oft"  the  mouth  of  I'amunkey  Creek  (nearly 
opposite  to  White  House  IJlufiT)  ihe  jiiiotof  the  Monnt  Vernon  i»oiiite<i 
out  to  me  a  small  kIoo])  at  aiiehor  iu  the  creek,  which  he  knew  had  been 
engaged  in  carrying  rebel  troojts  from  Miiryland  lU'.ross  to  Virginia.  I 
immediately  returued  to  the  navy  yard  to  obtain  the  authority  of  Com- 
mander Dalilgrcn  to  sei/elier;  after  obtaining  this  authority,  I  pro 
cecdetl  ti»  the  creek  iind  lound  the  sloop  had  got  underway.  I  then  fol- 
h)'ncd  the  Maryland  shore  up  the  river  and  tbuud  the  sloop  some  2  ur'S 
miles  above  her  original  position,  Wlien  those  on  board  saw  I  was  in 
j)ursuit  they  ran  the  vessel  on  shore,  after  whi<-h  I  seized  and  towed 
Ler  to  the  navy  yar<l.  The  name  of  the  vessel  was  the  Aleiui. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  M.   PaiCIIETT, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  A'a«y. 
Hon.  GrDEf)N  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washinffton,  I>.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
of  the  hnrning  of  the  schooner  Christiana  Keen  by  a  party  of  Virijin- 
ians  and  trannmitting  copy  of  warning  to  veasels  against  sailing  at 
night. 

Flotilla  Steamer  Freehorn, 

Potomac  Kiier,June  16, 1861. 
Sir:  Accompanying  this  I  send  a  paper  drawn  up  iu  the  form  of  a 
])idilic  notice,  which  contiiiiis  inforinatiou  (that]  it  seems  to  me  should 
be  made  known  to  prevent  an  uimeeessary  alarm. 

The  nmster  of  the  s<'li()oiier  burucd  very  unnecessarily  exposed  him- 
self to  this  disaster  by  sailing  at  night  when  the  navigation  is  very 
intricate  and  keeping  to  windward  on  the  \'irginia  sliore,  when  the 
chinuiel  hiy  on  the  otlier  shore,  the  wind  being  entirely  fair. 

The  Imrned  wreck  now  lies  opjiosite  Cedar  Point,  not  far  from  whore 
the  lightl)iKit  was,  where  also  a  buoy  was  until  two  or  three  days  ago. 
The  wreck  is  uow  a  good  mark,  one  not  easily  removed. 
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The  iiiirty  of  tliirty  or  forty  wliic.li  mado  the  attack  wen-  uniformed  iu 
gray,  witli  Irit  huts,  so  tho  master  of  thci  scliooner  says,  ami  I  jiulge 
thi-y  wero  a  tletiu-hiiifiit  of  soldk'is.  This  fact,  and  tlicir  jiroxiinity  to 
MatliiuH  Point,  tojiether  with  information  gathered  yesterday  at  Coan 
l.'ivtTtiiat  a  couii»any  had  lately  gone  from  there  to  Mathias,  indicates 
tlie  protection  of  that  jxiint  afjainst  visits  such  as  have  recently  been 
nia<le  in  two  instances  fnr  reconiioissauces,  once  by  myself  and  since  by 
Captain  I'aliiier,  of  lh«*  Army.  I  «ee  yet  no  signs  of  a  battery,  but 
shall  watch  for  any  whicli  may  bo  discoverable. 
I  am,  ^iir,  very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Ward, 
Commander,  Commmuling  Potomav  Flotilla. 

Hon,  (linEON  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Wu«hinyton,  J).  C. 

[EoohMura.] 

Flotilla  Stkamer  Fueeborn, 

I'otomiiv  Hirer,  June  J'>,  JS61. 

The  schooner  Christiana  Keen,  ranuinjj  last  night  in  the  Potomac 
near  Lower  Cedar  Point,  grounded  on  llni  Virginia  shoieofV  Upiier 
Machodoc  Creek,  not  far  below  Mathias  Point,  and  was  biirneil  by  a 
party  of  thirty  Virginians,  who  put  out  from  the  creek  iu  rowboats  for 
that  purpose. 

The  oliicer  in  command  on  the  Potomac  does  not,  as  a  inle,  permit 
vessels  to  sail  at  night,  nor  does  he  (-onsider  it  ])MHlent  for  them  to  do 
so  even  when  iieruiitlcd,  but  counsels  them,  for  mutual  protection 
against  uiaraudeis,  to  andtor  at  St.  Mary's  Iliver,  Blakistone  Island 
light,  Nanjenioy,  or  off  A(|nta,  at  each  of  which  fmints  a  Covernment 
armed  vessel  will  geuerally,  if  not  always,  be  found  to  afi'ord  further 
protection. 

I{y  sailing  two  or  more  in  company,  the  mntnal  support  arising  from 
such  an  arrangement,  especially  if  all  vessels  trading;  to  this  river  lit^ 
aimed  with  uinsketry  and  observing  the  jirocautimis  indicitteil,  tlie 
little  danger  existing  only  in  case  of  cahns  and  grounding  will  be 
obviated. 

To  mitigate  niarui,  which  this  accident  will  prodnce,  it  is  proper  to 
state  that  the  schooner  llrst  gioundetl  fast  in  4i  feet,  only  half  a  mile 
from  the  Virginia  shore  on  the  weither  side  of  tlio  river,  where  it  is2J 
miles  wide  and  the  channel  near  the  Maryland  shore. 

The  flotilla  on  that  night  was  distributed  at  liudd's  Ferry,  Aipiia, 
Hunjemoy,  Ulakistone,  .St.  INIary's,  and  Smith's  Point,  at  any  of  which 
localities  there  was  jmitection. 

Since  the  removal  of  buoys,  light-boats,  and  other  marks,  the  navi- 
giiti<rti  between  Cedar  and  >iarylaud  pointa  is  altogether  too  hazardous 
lor  the  night.  Some  of  the  buoys,  it  is  true,  remain,  but  one  or  another 
is  from  time  to  time  removed,  so  that  no  dependence  whatever  (mu  be 
l)laceil  on  them  as  marks.  The  master  of  the  schooner  burned  inferred 
(all  see  now  how  erroneously)  that  because  Piuey  Point  aud  lilakistone 
island  lights  are  burning,  all  the  others  on  the  river  were,  includiugthe 
light-boat  formerly  on  the  Hats  where  he  gi'ounded. 

This  fact  is  published  as  a  warning  to  others  against  a  similar  mis- 
take. 
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PanH  (/ranted  by  order  of  Commander  Rowan,  T.  S.  Xart/,  commantlimj 
U.  8.  S.  Pawnee,  to  schooner  Bachelor. 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnek, 

Off  Atjiiia  Creel;  June  16,  1S61. 
The  schooner  liaehelnr,  H.  Knight  f  neury  NoitzeyT],  owner,  has  per 
mission  to  pass  to  Nanjemoy  C'reek  lo  fish.     She  is  not  to  visit  or  com 
iniuiicat*"  witli  the  Vii'ginisi  shorn  on  pain  of  seizure  and  eon fi 8041  tion; 
iu>i  to  lie  underway  at  night. 
By  order  of  Commander  S.  C.  liowan,  U.  S.  Navy: 

K.  B.  LowBY, 
lAeut^mant,  U.  8.  Navy. 

[Eudon«mf>iit.] 

[Flotilla  StkamkrJ  Feeebohn,  June  17, 1861. 

The  above  pass  is  not  recognized  because  it  does  not  bear  the  sijma- 
tiire  of  a  cDniuianding  (tflieer,  who  alone  is  anthorizeil  i>ersonally  to 
hear  and  decide  eases  of  the  kind  and  to  grant  passes. 

The  present  case  is  one  in  wiiieh  the  vessel  liad  been  found  by  me  on 
the  Virginia  sliore  and  ordered  to  Washington  to  get  a  pass  from 
authority  there  and  not  to  be  found  down  the  Potomac  again  without 
one.  The  master  did  not  go,  but  pra<-ticed  this  deception,  for  which  he 
is  a  prize. 

The  /fflc/ie/or  has  further  offended  by  being  found  several  miles  below 
Nanjemoy  without  permission,  and  anchored  clos{'  under  the  Maryland 
shore,  ojjposite  to  aiul  in  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  position  for 
comnuinicating  with  Mathias  IV»iiit,  wliere  there  are  troops  stationed, 
as  titere  is  every  reason  to  lielieve.  A  small  vessel  like  this  went  to 
Matliias  yesterday  and  escaped  iluriiig  the  uight.  The  troops  there 
uiidoulitediy  get  supplies  from  tlie  Maryland  side  by  means  like  this, 
hence  the  summarv  proceedings  in  this  case. 

J.  H.  Waru, 

Comviaruler. 


4 


reus  granted  hy  order  of  Commander  Rowan,  F.  S.  Xnry,  commanding 
U.  8.  8.  Pawnee,  to  the  nhallop  l{.  Day. 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

Of  Aquia  Creekf  June  10,  ISGl. 
Tlic  shallop  n.  T>tiif,  Henry  Knight  INeitzey?],  master,  has  permis- 
sion to  ])ass  to  Nanjemoy  Creek,  to  fisli,  and  back.     Not  to  comwnni- 
catc  witii  Virginia  shore  on  i>ain  of  seizure  and  confiscation.     Not  to 
be  underway  at  night. 

By  order  of  Comujauder  S.  C.  Kowan,  U.  S.  Navy: 

K.  B.  LowBV, 
Jjieutmiant,  U.  8.  Navjf. 

IKnilorHemcnI.] 

[Flotilla  Steameb]  Freeborn,  June  17, 1861. 
This  and  all  other  passes  given  possess  no  validity,  and  will  not  be 
recogni/ed.  utdess  lioariug  the  signature,  the  actual  signature,  of  u 
eonimandiiig  uflicei",  who  alone  has  power  to  Judge  the  case  and  grant 
the  )>ass,  and  that  only  after  a  personal  hearing,  which  the  master  of 
the  JJay  says  was  not  had. 

J.  H.  Ward, 
Comma'ftAvuy  UUickade, 


IND   RAPPAHANNOCK. 

[Second  Kuflorjfcuient.j 
[FLOTn.T.A   STEAMEK    FREEBOnN,]   Jitnr  Ji  ,  J-^i.J. 

The  11.  7><n/,  liaviiiitcbot'ii  t'ouiid  below Nan.jfiHoy  luul  oitpDsite  ^lathias 
riiiiit  mirk'i-  Misj)ieitnis  I'ircuuistauces,  is  seized  aiiit  will  be  sciif  back 
to  W  asliiuytou.  Slio  will  not  bo  again  i>ermitted  to  i»ass  on  the  river 
unless  bv  iiermission  of  superior  authority  in  Wasliiunton. 

J.  H.  Wakd, 

Cammander. 


I 


Order  of  thr  Sicretury  of  the  Navy  to  vommnndant  ruiry  yard,   W'ltKhinij- 
ton, /or  release  of  re-mielx  liachilor  and  //.  J>ay. 

Navy  Department,  June  30,  isci. 
SiU:  Mr.  Henry  Neitzcy  beiufc  favorably  coniineniled  to  the  Depart- 
ment as  the  owner  of  the  schooner  liacliclor  aud  slooi>  //.  Hay,  recently 
taken  by  Caiitain  UiuUI,  you  will  be  pleased  to  release  the  same  and 
deliver  Ihcm  to  Mr.  Neitzey. 
Very  respectfully, 

GiDKON  Weu^s. 
Captain  J.  A.  Dahlcukn, 

Commandant  Xary  Yard,  Washington, 


Memorandum  for  the  Seerrtary  of  the  Xary  from  Commander  Ward,  U,  8, 

Xary,  commandiny  I'otomuv  Flotilla,  reyurdituj  tl^e  execution  ofDepart- 

wicn/'«  orders. 

[Flotilla  Steamer]  Freeborn,  June  17,  ISGI. 

Please  not  fail  to  j,'et  from  Captai«»  Mygatt  a  letter  I  gave  him  for 
New  York  this  morniti}^  and  mail  it  in  Wasliin^'ton. 

Say  to  the  Secretary  of  the  2s'avy  that  1  have  already  given  the  Ht. 
XichoUiK  sui^li  an  overhauliujr  as  will  render  her  circumspect,  but  on 
her  nest  trip  will  search  her  tlioroughly. 

Will  also  watch  with  tlie  greatest  care  the  schooners  of  the  tlotilla 
that  ( hey  are  not  exposed  greatly  to  attack.  They  oujiht  to  have  twelve 
meu  each  instead  of  six,  but  I  asked  for  all  I  thought  I  coulil  get  at 
the  time.  You  can  represent  the  judiciousness  of  their  use.  With 
twelve  men,  four  could,  much  of  the  time,  be  out  doing  good  service  iu 
boats  about  the  creeks;  you  may  so  represent  from  me, 

J.  H.  Ward. 

Captain  BUDD. 


Order  of  Commander  Ward,  U,  S.  Xary,  eommandiny  I'otomae  Flotilla, 
to  Acting  Master  Budd,  U.  S.  Xary,  commandimi  I'.  S,  S.  Resolute,  to 
proceed  to  Washington  towing  prise  schooner  Buena  Vista. 

Flotilla  Steamer  Thomas  Freeborn, 

Potomac  River,  June  17, 1861. 
Tow  the  prize  schooner  Buena  Vista  to  Washington,  reporting  her  as 
seized  w  ith  a  susjjicious  cargo  in  the  St.  Mary's  and  as  having,  accord- 
ing to  information  previously  obtained  at  Coan  Kiver,  been  tliere  already 
with  a  similar  cargo  via  St.  Mary's  once  before.    The  Mou{i.i  \'ct'c^.«i\\^*!^ 


represented  liy  parties  wlio  gave  this  iufoniiatioii,  lias  not  sutceeded  in 
laiiJiiif;  a  cargo  at  Ooaii  Kiver  or  that  iieighborbood.  Report  circum- 
stautiaily  to  tbo  department  (exhibiting  tliis  m-niorandniii)  verbally. 

lleturu  to  Aquia  as  soon  as  jiossible  and  rejwrt  to  Captain  Howan, 
giving  liiuj  directions  Irom  nio  to  di-tain  you  as  a  relief  t<j  the  Iielianci; 
send  her  to  Wasliiiigtou  for  rej)airs,  then  ordeiiiig  her  to  delay  there 
the  least  possible,  and  when  she  returns  fiom  Wasliin,i;ton  use  her 
as  before  and  send  you  to  the  lower  I'otoma*-  (where  1  Khali  remain)  in 
•■xecution  of  ihe  orders  wliieh  I  have  given  you  (and  which  you  liave  so 
ellieiently  can  ied  out  as  to  nit-rit  [iraise).  The  sooner  the  Rtiinncc  can 
release  j on  from  above,  so  that  you  can  relievo  nie  below,  the  better. 

Jas.  II.  Wakd. 

Acting  Master  lUiDU, 

Vommandlnij  V.  ti.  »S'.  liaiolute: 

P.  8. — The  schooner  Btuhchr,  warned  by  nie  three  or  four  d-ays  ago, 
has  been  found  in  disregard  of  it;  has  deceived  Captain  liowan  by  false 
statements  or  su])pression;  has  violated  Cajitain  liowan's  pass,  and 
been  foinid  by  nie  concealed  on  the  Maryland  side  opi)osito  Mathias 
Point,  at  the  place  most  cun\enieiit  for  crossing.  I  have  tberefoie 
seized  her  and  send  her  up  by  you  as  at  least  a  more  eflectual  warning 
than  was  before  given  her.  Perhaps  some  detention,  wiiile  it  i.s  just, 
may  lie  a  sunirlent  penalty  and  (b'ter  tlie  owner  from  so  exposing  Inm- 
self  again.     It  will  also  put  others  on  their  guard. 

The  sloop  II.  I'd  If,  belonging  to  the  same  owner.  1  have  detained  for 
use  at  Nanjenioy,  wherejust  stu-h  a  vessel  is  neediMl  to  watch  the.  plac** 
she  \\as  taken  in.  8he  was  taken  in  company  with  (lie  schooner  and 
under  circumstances  of  ei]niil  suspicion.  What  disposition  is  ultimately 
nnide  of  her  will  dejicnd,  I  suppose,  in  part  npou  the  necessities  and 
upon  the  justice  uf  the  case. 

J.  II.  Wakd. 


Tirpiirt  of  Vommaniler  Rowiin,  l'.  S.  Kari/,  commnndiutj  U.  S.  8,  Pmrnee, 
rciiiic.slhui  iimtructioiix  retjurdinfj  dincovery  of  suapiciuun  stores  nt  Mary- 
land Point. 

U.  8.  S.  Pawnke, 
Off  Aiptia  Creek,  June  17,  1861. 
8ni:  Some  two  weeks  sineo,  we  discovered  a  number  of  hogshejuls  of 
bacon,  barrels  of  whisky,  etc.,  in  a  fish  hraise  near  Maryland  Point. 
Having  siisjiicions  of  the  loyalty  of  the  owner  ol'tlie  property,  1  cunsed 
a  striit  watch  to  be  kept  in  boats  at  night,  fearing  that  the  goods  might 
be  inteiulcd  for  the  enemy.  Today  1  sent  Lieutenant  Lowiy  on  shore 
to  examine  the  premises  and  ascertain  whether  the  goods  had  been 
removed.  He  rejiorts  thatevcrything  is  still  there  and  (he  peojile  about 
the  house  say  that  the.  owners  have  not  yet  sent  for  theur. 

I  resiiectriiUy  re<|uest  iristinctions  in  the  iivcmises.     1  believe  they 
are  intrn<led  for  shijiment  to  Virginia,  but  have  no  proof,     I  send  a 
des<T)ption  of  the  articles  with  the  marks,  etc. 
I  have  the  lioiior  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  0.  POWAN, 

Command«}r, 
Hon.  (t.  Wki.uos, 

ScvrvUiry  Narn,  Wanhingtoti, 
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fEnoUMiirc.] 
Marin,  etc.,  on  ttortt  injiiih  houte, 

10  lioj,'sl(e:uls  ui  bacon: 

3  iiiiiikcil  R.  I).  P.  Ra<lclifl;  care  of  G.  W.  Caipeuter. 

3  iii;ii  kcd  T.  A.  Hmitli,  care  of  <}.  VV.  CaiiK'iik'i-. 

2  iiiaikcil  E.  U.  W.,  care  of  (J.  W,  Carpenter. 

2  inarki'd  A.  I'.,  cart!  of  G.  \\\  Carpenter, 
(i  han-fls  whisky,  |inark<Hl|  (J.  H.  Simmons,  care  of  G.  W.  Carpenter. 
3  casks  siifjar,  Juiarke4i|  E.  II.,  care  of  G.  W.  Carpenter. 
2  sacks  cottee,  [marked I  A.  1'.  Posey,  T.  A.  Smith,  care  of  Carpimtcr, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commandiiKj  f'otomar  Flotilla,  enchmiit/  iimtructions  ngardiny  huh- 
picioun  stores  at  Maryland  Point. 

Navy  Department,  June  IS,  isai. 
8!R:  On  the  next  T>age  you  will  see  a  copy  of  a  couitaiuiication  from 
this  I  >epartnieut  to  Couimauder  S.  C.  llowan,  which  is  sent  you  for  your 
information. 

Very  resjiectfully,  etc., 

GroEON  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Coniniauder  J.  11.  W'Aiti), 

CommmiduKj  FlotiUu  in  Vhrmipemke. 

[EnolcMnra.] 

tJonfidential]  Navy  Hepartment,  Juwe  J8,  iSW. 

Siu:  Yours  of  the  ITtli  is  receivetl,  reiiottinj;  stores  of  biwou,  whisky, 
and  other  articles  in  a  lish  liouse  near  Maryland  Point,  which  yun  have 
rea.sou  to  believe  are  inteuited  lor  shipment  to  Virginia,  and  requesting 
instructions  in  refjard  to  th«'Ui. 

The  place  of  storage  and  attending  circumstances  are  presumptive 
evidence  that  they  are  intended  fur  the  opposite  side  of  the  Potomac; 
and  unless  those  who  have  the  care  autl  custody  of  these  stores  caa 
satisfy  you  that  such  is  not  their  destination,  but  that  they  belong  in 
good  faith  tit  citizens  of  Maryland,  and  are  to  be  retained  and  consumed 
in  that  State,  you  will  he.jnstitied  in  seizing  them. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  S.  C.  Kowan, 

U.  a.  S.  rawnee. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Paicnee, 
reijarding  the  seizure  of  suspicious  stores  at  Maryland  Point. 

U.  S.  8.  Pawnee, 
Potomac  River,  June  /(S,  ISfll, 
Sir:  On  the  .'>d  instant  I  disox)vered  stowo«l  in  a  lish  bouse  owned 
by  a  Mr.  Carpenter,  residing  at  a  lauding  place  oviv^^'aSXiC  K.vs^vis.V'j^'a^ 


OPERATIONS   ON   THE    POTOMAO   AND    RAPPAHANNOCK. 

a  iiumbtM- of  b(tgslica(ls  and  smne  barrels  and  bags.  Suspectiiif:  that 
it  might  bo  provisions  intended  for  the  enemy,  I  kept  a  cbjse  watcb  on 
it  nj)  to  tbe  Ifith  instant,  when  Lieutenant  Lowry  demanded  tbe  keys 
and  took  tlie  nc.iiks,  etc.,  whieh  I  have  alrea^ly  given  in  my  eomuiaui- 
eation  of  tbe  ITtli. 

Having  detei'miued  in  my  own  mind  that  this  provision  was  not 
intended  for  consumption  in  Maryland,  jjiirtly  from  the  length  of  time 
it  was  allowed  to  remain  in  store,  and  partly  from  a  lirui  eonviction  that 
Carjwnter  holds  intercourse  with  the  enemy  and  has  been  in  Virginia 
the  last  two  weeks,  from  whence  he  returned  the  night  before  laat, 
crossing  the  river  in  a  sm;tlf  boat  near  Naujemoy  ("reek.  The  most  of 
uiy  information  is  dei'ived  from  colored  people,  who  answer  questions 
without  reserve  wlien  opportunity  oll'ers.  To-day  1  seized  the  provi- 
sions in  Carpenter's  (Ish  Uuuse  and  put  them  on  board  a  wood  schoouex 
that  liappened  to  be  loading  here,  and  directed  Lieutenant  Mygatt,  of 
the  tug  h'elidncfi,  to  tow  her  to  tlie  navy  yard  and  deliver  the  proviaiuns 
to  the  comiuan<laitt  of  the  yard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

8.   C.   llOWAN, 

Commatuler. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  yavy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Roican,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee, 
of  the  seizure  ofatores  at  Maryland  Point. 

U.  B.  S.  Pawnee, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  Va.,  June  19,  1861. 
Sill:  I  seized  10  hogsheads  of  bacon  (upward  of  10,()0('  pounds),  3 
barrels  whisky,  2  barrels  of  sugar,  and  li  bags  coS'ee  that  I  found  stowed 
in  a  tish  house  on  the  Maryland  shore  belonging  to  a  nmn  named  Car- 
penter, 1  am  convinced  from  a!)  the  circumstances  of  the  case  that 
the  provisions  were  U()t  intended  for  consumiitiou  in  ilaryland  and 
determined  to  captiu'c  them  and  send  them  to  you. 

1  have  made  no  agreement  with  the  wood  schooner  for  the  freight  of 
the  <'a[tttired  goods  sent  in  tow  of  the  tug  Reliance,  but  should  judge 
$J0  would  l)e  more  than  ample. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  KOWAN, 

Commander, 
Captain  J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  Xavy  Yard,  Washington. 


Order  of  Commander  Roican,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Patcnee, 
to  Lieutenant  Mygatt,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Reliance, 
regarding  disposition  of  captured  utores. 

■  U.  8.  S.  Pa'wnee, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  June  19,  1861. 
SjK:  You  will  proceed  in  the  h'eliance  under  your  command  to  the 
navy  yard,  Washington,  taking  in  tow  the  wood  schooner  containing 
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tlio  ciijitiinMl  provisions.    Ou  yoin>  arrival  you  will  report  to  tlic  coin- 
iKaiKlaiit  of  tilt)  yard  for  such  repairs,  etc.,  as  you  may  require. 
\>ry  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commnnder. 
Lieutenant  Mygatt, 

U.  S.  S.  Iteliance,  off  Aqnin  Creek,  Ta. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xaty  to  eommandant  navy  yard,  WanhingtOH, 
regarding  the  retUiratioit  of  seized  utoreii. 

Navy  DicrAirrMKNT,  June  39,  l/^tll. 
Sir:  On  the  ISth  instant  Oomniander  Ilowau  reported  tbe  seizure  of 
a  lot  of  provisions  belonging'  to  Mr.  (icorge  AV.  Carpeiiter  on  the  Mary- 
land shore  of  the  Potoinae,  which  were  sent  to  the  navy  yar<l,  Washing- 
ton. I'roni  stateiTunts  that  have  been  made  to  the  I)epartn»ent  by 
reliable  parties  with  regard  to  the  character  of  ^Ir.  Carjienter  it  isdis- 
jiosed  to  direct  the  return  of  the  seized  articles.  You  will  therefore  be 
pleased  to  have  them  returned  to  Mr.  t'arpenter,  who  will  call  u|Min  you 
Monday  with  regard  to  tlieui.  You  will  have  them  conveyed  to  Mr. 
Carpenter's  residence  or  the  place  from  which  they  were  taken,  lie 
will  go  down  with  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

(iroEON  Welx.es. 
Commander  Joiix  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington. 


tTalsgnm.) 


I 


NAVi'  Yard,  Washington,  June  is,  1861. 

The  /?ft»o/H/ci8.just  arrived  from  below  with  twosmall  prizes.  Reports 
the  Freeborn  coniiug  out  of  I'ort  Tobacco  last  evening ;  also  that  Matliias 
Point  is  certainly  occupied  by  a  small  body  of  infantry.  The  Seventy- 
first  left  this  morning  at  3  o'clock  for  Alexaudria  by  order  of  General 
Scott. 

About  9  ]).  ni.  last  evening  a  detachment  of  the  Seventy-flrst  of  150 
men  j>rociede<l  to  seize  the  ai-ms  said  to  be  collected  near  Port  Tobacco, 
as  directed  yesterday  by  the  De])artnient.  I  expect  them  back  before 
this  evening.    The  livHolute  needs  some  small  repairs  of  engine. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren. 

Navy  Department. 


[Tolasnin.] 


Navy  Yabi>  [Washington,  D.  0.],  June  J8, 1861. 
The  expedition  has  returned  fnmi  Port  Tobacco  without  finding  any 
rtrms.  It  was  i-onducted  with  secrecy  and  exi»editiousness,  but  it  is 
probable  that  the  negroes  were  afraid  to  give  information  as  to  the 
place  of  concealment.  Mr.  Woods  reports  nothing  on  Mathias  Point; 
the  battery  looking  finished  at  Aquia  and  a  number  of  tents  there. 

Jno.  a.  li t>ajjkivi.v;s3s. 
Navy  Department. 
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[Tfli-rrsni.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  June  7.9,  1861. 
Tliere  is  a  rumor  in  the  morning  pajiers  of  a  njovement  aL>out  tijo 
Wliit«  House  HlufV.    May  I  send  a  stoiiuier  to  make  sure  of  tlie  real 
state  of  afl'airs  there! 

Jno.  a.  Dahliiukn. 
Navy  Department. 


|Ti'l«grani.| 

Navy  Department,  June  19, 1861. 
Scnci  stejvmer  to  Whit«  House  Hlutt",  as  rcqueste<l. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Karif. 
Commander  J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 

CommHndnnt  Nary  Yard,  WaHhimjton. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Wa«hinffton,  of  expedition  to  Port 
Tobacco,  Md.,  June  17,  awl  reconnoissance  to  White  JIou»e  Bluff,  Va,, 
June  I'.i. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navt  Takd, 

Wiinliiiii/ion,  June  20,  ISai. 

Sin:  Upon  information  given  by  certain  jiarties,  adetat'Lmeut  of  the 
Sevcntv-tirst  Keginirift  left  liei'C  at  9  ]>.  ni.  of  the  ITtli,  iti  order  to  seize 
some  jirms  said  to  he  collei'ted  near  I'ort  Tolmcco. 

The  movement  was  nnide  by  niglit  witli  judgment  and  great  eelerity, 
tlie  troops  lieiug  commanded  liy  Oaptaiti  Kllis,  hut  there  is  every  reasini 
to  lielicve  that  it  only  tailed  because  the  arms  had  been  removed  to 
Virginia. 

Yesterday  a  reconnoi.ssaiice  was  made  of  the  White  H(m.se  Bluff.  It 
njipears  to  have  been  visited  on  Saturday  last  by  an  otlicer  and  some 
men  of  the  secessionists,  who  were  overhennl  to  speak  of  the  (irobable 
ereftion  of  a  battery.  iUi  the  same  day  it  was  also  stated  that  a  small 
village  not  far  t^>m  the  blufl'  was  occupied  by  some  coiniiauies  of 
secessionists. 

The  steamer  ^flm»i  Vernon  was  subsequently  dispatched  to  seize  a 
pniall  r1(x>p  which  is  known  to  have  conveyed  armed  men  from  the 
Jtarylauil  to  the  Virginia  shores,  and  in  all  probability  the  anus  secreted 
iiciir  I'ort  Tobacco. 

This  vessel  is  now  here  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Navy  T>epartmc!!t. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  J)aiii.(jki;n. 

CommuHdajtt, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SeereUiry  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  CummuHiltr  Rowan,  U.  S.  Savy,  commamUng  I'.  S.  S.  I'awncey 
tninnmitliiifi  riport  of  lAentcnant  <'lia2>lin,  U.  H.  Navy,  of  the  capture 
of  nine  roicbouts  un  the  Vinjiiiia  nhurc. 

II.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  Va.,  June  19,  ISflt. 

Siu:  One  of  the  boats  nwing  guard  every  iiigbt  was  directed  to 
rccimiioitcf  tlu>  Virfriuia  slioro  last  night  and  to  cajjluro  <ir  destroy  all 
tlif  rowlioats  tliat  could  be.  fDiuid.     Tliis  service  was  i)errormed  by 
Liciiti'iiaiit  Oliaiiliii  in  tiio  first  cutter,  assisted  by  the  tug  Hrlianve, 
A  copy  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin's  rejMirt  is  herewith  enclosed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resttectluUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  C.  liOWAN, 

Commander. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Waghiniiton. 


[Kiiolunum.] 


TT.  S.  8.  Pawnee, 


I'otomac  Rirei;  June  1!>,  ISOl, 

SlE:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  evening  of  the  17th,  I  took 
the  lirst  cutter  with  sixteen  men  and,  in  tow  of  the  IT.  H.  8.  Jicliaiice, 
l)roceeded  to  Cockjtit  Point,  where  1  landed  and  found  several  boats, 
and  being  satislied  that  they  were  used  for  bringing  men  and  provisions 
from  the  Jlarylaiid  shore,  took  possession  of  them  and  towed  them  to 
the  li'elianre,  where  they  were  destroyed.  I  also  skirted  the  beach  for 
Bcn'cral  miles  but  saw  nothing  suspicions.  From  this  point  1  proceeded 
to  EvansjMirt,  and  lauding  half  a  mile  below,  sent  six  men  in  charge  of 
Master's  Mate  IJogert  to  reconnoiter,  keeping  the  larger  poition  with 
me.  In  about  ten  minutes  Mr.  Hogert  retiuiied  and  informed  me  that 
they  hud  driven  iu  a  i)icket  guard  of  mounted  troopers.  My  not  know- 
iug  what  force  the  enemy  may  have  had  stationed  in  the  vicinity,  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  return  to  my  boat  and  follow  out  your  orders 
farther  down  the  river.  On  arriving  at  Weott's  Landing  1  landed  and 
found  several  boats  hauled  up  on  shore  uu<ler  a  lishing  shed,  and  while 
a  portion  of  my  men  were  getting  these  boats  in  the  water  I  took  the 
rest  up  to  a  dwelling  hi>uso  to  exannne  the  premises,  and  on  gaining 
the  rear  of  the  house  discovered  three  trmti)ers  who  gallo]ie(l  off  ou 
«liscovering  who  we  were.  1  then  returned  to  my  boat  and  towed  oil" 
four  boats  to  the  lieliavce,  the  same  J  brought  alongside. 

The  lieliaiice  then  steamed  up  again  to  Kvans])ort,  where  wo  saw  a 
largo  uumlx^r  of  uieu  running  along  the  slior<\  all  of  them  armed,  but 
it  being  early  daylight  we  were  unable  to  tell  how  well. 

We  lay  oil  the  place  for  some  time  and  lindiug  we  could  do  nothing 
further  1  concluded  to  return. 

While  turning  around  some  mnskots  were  fired  from  behind  some 
bushes,  which  we  returned  with  canister  from  the  howitzer  on  the 
licUanee.  As  no  other  shota  were  fired  from  the  shore,  and  my  men 
having  been  uj)  all  night  and  much  fatigued,  we  returned  to  the  ship. 
Iluring  my  absence  from  this  vessel  I  captured  nine  boats,  five  of  which 
were  tlestroyed. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CiLAPLIN, 

Lieutenant,  U.  H.  y^avif 
Commander  8.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U,  .S',  S.  Paioiee. 
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Letter  from  the  tiecrvtari/  u/  thv  Xavy  to  Commmulfr  Jioiniti,  I'.  .S',  JVrtry, 
coinviitndini)  U.  S,  A'.  Vawnee,  eajirvsiiiny  iipprocal  of  hin  actum. 

Navy  Departaient,  Jmic  20,  iso'l. 
Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  isth  and  10th  iiistuut,  the  latter  covering  a 
report  from  Lieutenant  ("luiplin,  have  been  reccivcid.  Yonr  action  in 
seizing  the  provisions  and  ilestroyiiig  the  boata  is  ap])roved,  and  the 
Department  commends  yuur  vigilance  in  watching  and  frustrating  tbe 
movements  of  the  insurrectionists. 

Bo  jtleased  to  convey  to  Lieutenant  Chaplin  an  approval  of  the  euer- 
getic  manner  in  which  your  orders  were  carried  out. 
Very  respectfully, 

GiuEON  Welles. 
Commander  S.  C.  KovvAN, 

U.  S.  8.  I'aumee. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Geor<ie  J).  Wine,  to  rro/essor  A.  D.  Bache,  Superintend- 
ent U.  S.  Coaxt  Surve}/,  giving  inj'onnation  regarding  shipment  of 
proviniojis  to  Virgima. 

Private.]  liAXTmoRE,  June  19, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  reason  to  8U8j>ect  that  quite  an  amount  of  aid  and 
comfort  is  being  sent  from  this  city  to  Virginia  by  way  of  the  Kappa- 
Lanuock  River,  Small  cralls  load  here,  ostensibly  for  the  eastern  shore 
of  Maryland,  but  rendezvous  among  the  Tangier  Islands.  Watching 
their  opportunity  they  cross  the  bay  and  sail  up  the  Uappahaunoek  to 
a  small  town  called  Tai>pahauni>ck  and  there  discharge  their  cargo. 
The  ])rincipal  articles  shipped  liave  been  provisions,  of  which  1  am 
informed  the  Virginians  are  much  iu  want. 

I  write  the  above  iu  case  ymi  should  consider  it  of  sulUcieut  impor- 
tance to  communicate  to  the  blockading  division. 
Very  respectfully,  yoiu"  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  D.  Wise. 

Professor  A.  D.  Baiui;, 

Superintendent  U.  8,  Coant  Survey,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  Xnvi/,  commanding  Potomne  Flotilla, 

relating  to  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Buena  Vixta  and  other  affairs  on 

the  Potomac  River. 

Flotilla  Steamer  Freeborn, 

St.  Mary's  River,  June  30,  1861. 

Sin :  The  i)rize  schooner  Buena  Vista  was  sent  by  me  to  Washington 
on  Monday,  the  17th,  iu  charge  of  the  Resolute,  Acting  Master  l>udd, 
with  orders  to  report  verbally  the  circumstances  of  the  seiziuu  and  tlie 
grounds  on  which  it  was  made. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  •  I  have  required  Acting  Master's  Mate  [James 
L.J  Gray,  in  charge  of  the  flotilla  schooner  Bailey,  to  make  of  his 
knowledge  and  agency  in  the  cas(».  By  said  report  it  will  appear  that 
the  Buena  Vista  is  tlie  first  fruit  of  the  arrangement  by  which  the 
schooners  of  this  llotilla  are  statione<l  at  Nanjemoy  and  I'ort  Tobacco, 
at  Bretou's  Bay  (Leouardtown),  and  at  St.  Alary's.  1  bad  anchored 
the  Bailey  ou  the  evening  of  Friday,  the  14th,  having  that  moruiug 

*  Not  found. 


anchored  the  flotilla  schooner  Cohb  at  Bicton's  liay  to  cut  ort"  traflic 
with  Virginia  from  Leoiianltown:  at  wliich  place,  as  well  as  at  Port 
Toltacco,  the  secession  reeling  is  largely  demonstrative. 

Tlie  llotilla  schooner  Davn,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate 
[Koliert  15.1  Ely,  watches  at  Nanjenioy  and  Port  Tobacco,  both  which 
she  is  enaJik'd  to  do  by  means  of  the  small  slooji  //.  Ihi;/,  seizeil  under 
suspicious  circumstances  a  few  days  ago  and  api)ropriated  by  me  to 
serve  as  tender  to  the  iJann. 

These  schooners  serve  also  as  depots  for  coal  in  aid  of  the  active  ves- 
sels of  the  Hotilla,  the  endeavor  being,  by  taking  coal  from  (lovcrument 
or  ottiei  ti ans|)(irts  as  they  pass  ui>  the  river,  to  keej)  the  sui)ply  in  eivch 
schooner  eitnal  to  4(»  or  oO  t<ins,  With  the  two  other  schooners  asked 
for  1  shall  be  able  to  sUip  the  illicit  trswle  with  Virginia  so  far  as  carried 
oil  from  the  Potomjic  shore  of  .Maryland. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  14Mi,  I  had  sent  the  Jiemlute  to  Smith's  Point 
with  orders  to  make  a  thorough  recounoissance  and  joiu  me  oft'  the 
Yeocomico  at  noon  on  Saturday.  Ou  his  way  up  Saturday  morning 
Acting  Master  Budd  cut  oiY  from  (he  shore  and  cai)tured  two  (isher- 
men,  bringing  them  to  me  at  Yeocomico.  On  a  close  examination  of 
the  prisoners  I  extracted  from  them  the  information  that  the  susi>ected 
schooner  Mount  Vcrnun  has  not  nuide  a  successful  trij),  at  least  directly 
to  Coan  Kiver,  but  the  schooner  liiwna  Vintn  had.  1  therefore  issued 
orders  that  said  .schooner  should  be  seized  whenever  and  wherever  found 
and  detained  for  my  adjudication.  To  blockade  Coan  IJiver  and  Yeo- 
comico closely  against  entrance  from  Baltimore  direct  I  need  another 
steamer,  one  like  the  IakUi;  at  the  Washington  yanl,  with  a  rifled  how- 
itzer, to  watch  these  points  elo.sely  and  constantly  and  the  whole  lueadth 
of  tlie  Potiimac  at  this  point.  To  anchor  a  sailing  vessel  oft"  either  of 
these  rivers  might  be  hazardous,  both  on  account  of  the  weather  and 
liability  to  attack.  I  think  the  schooners  on  the  Maryland  shore  are 
safe  euouyh  in  all  respects  with  their  present  force  of  six  men,  visited 
so  often  as  they  are  by  the  steamers.  Whatever  the  force,  unless  very 
large,  it  is  liable  to  possible  caiitiire.  and  if  captured  the  smaller  the 
better.  1  luive  an  especial  repugnance  to  the  loss  of  a  cannon,  therefore 
have  not  jjioposed  one  as  an  armament  for  either  of  the  schooners.  The 
oHicers  in  charge  have  orders  to  be  in  constant  readiness  to  scuttle  or 
burn  tlieir  vessels,  witti  ]>rovisi(ni  for  the  escai)e  of  their  men.  They 
exjiress  a  determination  never  to  be  taken  an<l  I  believe  so  intend. 

In  legard  to  the  reporte<l  rebel  project  of  obstructing  the  channel  of 
the  Podiiiiac,  I  look  upon  it  as  futile;  for  below  AVhite  House  Point  it 
is  not  aiiyvvlifio  less  than  a  large  tliree fourths  of  a  mile  wide,  steep, 
too,  on  biitli  sides.  The  .steamers  or  boats  of  the  llotilla  pass  to  and  fro 
daily,  besides  being  in  constant  communication  with  private  vessels 
trailing  up  or  down  or  public  transports,  any  of  whom  wonld  be  likely 
to  know  and  will  be  instructed  to  report  any  indications  of  the  kind 
which  observation  can  detect.  Above  White  House  Point  I  recommend 
a  reconnoissance  by  bf)at8  from  the  Pombonliix,  such  as  I  have  ilirected 
to  be  kejit  up  by  the  boats  of  the  I'tnnief  between  Aquia  and  Budd's 
Ferry,  until  I  get  another  .schooner  to  anchor  otf  that  point. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

,1.  II.  Watid, 
ConimaHtliri/i  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waahingtott^  D.  C. 

P.  8. — ^A  smart  schooner  like  the  Stiraunah  (privateer)  might  ta&k.e.'a. 
eood  blockader  oft'  Goau  Hivei-,  etc.,  iu  Uevv  ol  w  «.\«aLV\ic«.         
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Report  of  commandant  vavi/  yaril,  Wa«hin{iton,  rqiardiii(f  mecixurea  for 
the  jirotection  of  communieation  in  Ike  I'otomnc. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yahd, 

WiitihingtoH,  June  30,  It^Gl, 

Sir:  As  eircuinatances  may  lead  to  souio  attempt  on  the  eotumuiiica- 
tioiis  of  this  i»!aee  by  the  Potomac,  F  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
remarks  tliereou : 

There  an'  only  two  points  wLere  tiiis  can  bi>  done  successfully.  The 
lowest  of  these  is  Mathias  Point,  about  5(t  miles  from  Washington. 

The  ehauuel  is  so  uafrowed  hero  that  vessels  can  not  keep  farther 
than  1,100  yards  from  the  fjoint  at  one  ])lace,  exposing  them  to  consid- 
erable elnuice  <if  damage  by  dayligLt. 

Tiie  distance  of  tlie  opposite  bank  (4,0(Ky  yards)  is  so  great  as  to  pre- 
clude (he  possibility  of  silencing  batteries  (m  MiUliias — tiiey  could  oidy 
be  annoyed. 

If  suU'ered  to  remain  the  passage  must  beeflected  under  cover  of  the 
uight. 

Tiie  best  plan  is  to  seize  and  hold  the  point  at  once,  which,  from  the 
ualnro  of  the  ground,  would  not  be  diflicult  nor  require  a  large  force. 

Its  extreme  iu;ugin  presents  (irm  grtmnd  of  no  great  extent,  separated 
from  the  remainder  by  a  swamiiwhieli  can  no  doiiht  be  made  impassable 
by  some  lieldworks  iind  aitillery,  supported  hy  live  or  six  companies  of 
good  troops,  and  the  guns  of  a  few  vessels  near  the  edge  of  the  channel. 
1  would  recommend  a  rccoiinois.sance  by  proper  olbcers  to  this  end,  aud 
if  in  their  opinion  advisable,  to  be  carried  out  without  delay. 

While  House  Blulf  is  the  other  position  thai  nuiy  be  used  to  hinder 
the  eomiuunication  by  tlie  river. 

This,  like  t!ie  otlier,  would  be  best  guaranteed  by  occupation,  but  the 
operatiuu  would  reijiiire  more  force,  is  not  assisted  by  the  nature  of  the 
grcuiud,  and  is  so  near  to  the  jiriucipal  secessionist  force  that  it  c<add 
liardly  be  made  secure  except  by  a  larger  body  of  men  than  could  be 
spared. 

Uesort  must  be  had,  therefore,  to  a  counter  battery  on  the  opposite 
shori',  distant  1,700  to  2,000  yards,  and  some  heavy  pieces  afloat  to 
cufdade  the  iirincipal  fnmt.  Even  with  these  it  woidd  be  impossible  to 
free  the  blutf  entirely  from  batteries,  so  that  the  cover  ol  the  uight 
wouhl  have  to  be  used  m  passing. 

A  railroad  acting  below  this  point  woidd  obviate  the  ditVicnlty.  but 
might  not  be  made  available  iu  the  lime  required.  Other  modes  of 
communication  might  also  be  substituted  for  transportation,  which  I 
need  not  enlarge  on  here. 

I  would  advise,  however,  that  some  measures  be  taken  toward  the 
occupation  of  Mathias  Point  and  the  counter  battery  to  the  White 
House  Blufi". 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obediimt  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Daiii.ijrex, 

Vommanidant. 

lion.  GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy. 


fTi'leiiT«ml 

Naw  Yard  [Washinoton,  D.  C],  June  .;V),  1961. 
The  [Mmtnt]  Vernon  seized  the  sloop  she  was  sent  for,  having  l)een 
identified  by  tlie  pih>t  as  the  vessel  which  he  saw  taking  armed  meu  to 
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Virginia.  Sliall  1  tlclivor  lier  to  tlio  U.  S.  mnrslml?  The  UcHance  lias 
airivi'd.  The  two  heavy  cauuon  will  be  i)laL'f<l  iu  the  Ire  JlonI  as  sik>u 
as  possible, 

J  NO.   A.   JJAUUiUKN. 

Navy  Department. 


■  (Ti!k<ernoi.] 

Navy  Department,  June  30,  isi:t. 
Keceive  the  provisions  sent  up  by  CoiiimaiuU'r  Rowan.    Retain  the 
sloop  seized  by  the  Mount  Vernon  m  yonr  possession. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nart/. 
Commaiuler  John  A.  Dahloren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C. 


I 


Report  of  Commander  Ward,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
referring  to  Departments^  iniitructiona  in  the  matter  of  seizing  xtupiciouH 
stores. 

Flotilla  Steamer  Freerorn, 

Nanjemoy,  June  i>l,  J80U 

Sib:  Having  arrived  here  this  morning,  am  in  rcceiptof  thu  Di-part^ 
nicht's  foninninieation  of  the  18th,  with  copy  of  instrnotions  to(!om- 
ihiuidi'r  Ifowiiu,  of  the  Pawnee,  resi)eetiiij^  8usj»ected  bacon  stored  iu 
Maiylantl. 

l''iic]usi'd  I  send  copy  of  my  instniftions*  to  Commander  Rowan, 
wliii'li,  it  will  appeiir,  enibraeed  in  their  scojit!  authority  siiflie.ient  to 
Justify  the  seizure  made  without  appeal.  TIic  delieaey  nf  the  proeeed- 
iiijr,  however,  undoubtedly  rendered  the  highest  anthority  within  reach 
desirable. 

I  rail  not  too  strongly  urge  upon  the  Department  the  necessity  of 
continuing  the  /'(fir>i«' or  some  other  steamer  of  size  tit  to  resist  board- 
ers off  Aiiuia.  I  had  laid  plans  for  cutting  out  the  rebel  steamer  Page, 
wliieh  is  the  cause  (if  this  precaution,  but  they  have  been  frustrated 
by  her  removal  up  the  creek. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  .servant, 

J.  H.  Warp, 

Commandtv, 
Hof.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  O. 


Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  regarding  sloop  Ocean  Eagle. 

Navy  Department,  June  21,  isoi. 
The  sloop  Ocean  Eagle,  Captain  Philip  G.  Pote,  is  re]ireseiited  by 
responsible  ])artie8  to  be  engaged  iu  the  summer  lisheries  and  leaves 
AX'ashiugton  for  the  moiilb  of  the  Potomac  loaded  with  ice.     She  is  not 
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to  (io  ii|)«ii  tlici  Virjriniu  shore,  hnf  is  enRaRed  tin*  whole  loii^tli  ol'  th^ 
I'otoiiiac  tlHliiiiR.     It'  tln'sn  rc|)iTsi>iit:itions  art"  (•()ri('(-t  the  oHii-tTS  of 
tlio  Navy  on  tlic  I'otoiniM!  will  rcrniiu  IVom  disturhinj;  sai<l  vessel. 

tJiuKoN  Welles. 


Ri^port  0/  Commnnd/tr  Itotcnn,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanilin{i  U.  S.  8.  Pairntse, 
ifitMHwittiny  »taUment  of  u  (Unerter  from  the  Confederate  Xary. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Off  Aquia  Cm  A',  !'«.,  June  L>1,  18G1. 

Sir:  At  ilayliKlit  litis  ttiorniiig  11  man  was  seen  swiuiniinR  toward  the 
ship  from  tlio  Maryland  tilioro.  A  boat  was  sent  to  liis  aid  and  he  was 
hroiit:ht  on  board,  lie  st;it<'s  (hat  his  name  is.Iolin  l>owling.  of  (Jreat 
liuninRlon.  Mass.,  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  an<l  has  been  residiuff  iii  the 
Sonlh  sinrii  Aim  d,  ISfMt.  Me  is  litst  from  the  batteries  at  A()uia  Creek, 
where  he  arrive<l  Ihe day  bdoro  bis  de.sertion.  He  went  down  to  t lit- 
end  of  tlie  wharf  to  bathe,  and  before  he  was  observed  he  waa  half  u 
mile  ilistanl  Irom  the  battt'rie.s,  swinnninR  for  this  ship.  Several  slmf.s 
front  eunnon.  whieh  he  says  were  rille,  were  fired  at  him.  We  heard 
th«>  llrinR.  but  supi>osed  it  was  practice. 

This  escape  showed  coolnos  and  nerve,  as  well  lus  groat  physiitil 
ondnrunce.  The  «lJstaneo  from  the  battery  to  where  we  landed  on  the 
oj>|Mwite  shoit*  is  about  0  nnles.  Added  to  this  his exiKisure duriii;;  the 
nijEht  on  the  lM>aeh  naketl,  and  a  walk  of  2  miles  up  the  beach  opposite 
the  ship,  and  auuther  swim  of  a  luile  to  the  shi|k,  all  bes|>eak  character 
and  enerpy. 

i  euvlose  a  detailtnl  statement  of  all  he  saw  during  his  resi«lenoe  in 
the  South. 

I  have  the  h<inor  to  be,  verv  res|>ectftillv,  y«»nr  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  How  AX, 

Cummander. 

Iloit.  tilUBt«K  Wkujcs, 

SrrrHarjf  i^f  ike  JN'drjr,  WatAi»gton,  J),  C 


^mttmnl  tifj0km  l^mtHt^,*  J»iiilli  Jhwi  Ih*  \,m-cmll*d\  C*mf«hrm»t  .Vary. 

A«iinA  CRSKK.  Jume  22,  IftSJ. 

I  reside  in  Qrtmt  Rarriugtoo,  Mass.  I  leil  home  on  the  .5th  April, 
ISOO.    I»mac:r  by  trade.    I  went  to  SaTsnuah,  Ga^  and  vockcd 

then*  at  my  tr;.  .e  follovint;  November, 

I  lelt  Savaniiuli  on  the  I'Jth  of  Noveml«er  for  Montgomny.  Ala.; 
imwkrti  theiv  ami  iu  the  viriniTv  five  months.  Having  bo  farther 
eniployint'ht,  1  went  to  '  .1. 

There  I  jointnl  th<-  ('  ,:«•>  Sentineb  on  the  15lh  of  May, 

l.**!.  to  prevent  l*.  •olitioBisC.     Mar  IS  the  Sent' 

nets  were  mow«l  ti:  ...  ..  .         --  T  r»n<uned  with  the  ; 

six  days  and  d<-«>et  ted.  :hedir(^  vorktowTiin 

e<*  ""'  ■  *■'  "  '•  — .     Wii^-u  >>i><iin  9  Biko  ft    <<  uiiaat^barg  I  was 
1 1  ''1*1:^  MarluU  lav  becag  derland  in  WL 

anil  a  <>v'\T<>:i  »:  inmMH  b«tw««tt  tks  lv«t  riTes«.    I  tiMa  went  at  ia  1 
4ii«r«iHi  of  T«rk  Rirer  and  cro•a^d  it  «t  West  Pttnt,  wl 
twrmia<«  of  tW  Pi  efc^—d  BaflrwA    I  thtntmmiam 
(•RdlbrtkNeorfbv  f«a*;  ike  c«as  wan  «iai|y  < 


OPERATIONS   ON   THE   POTOMAC   AND   RAPPAHANNOCK. 

nioud.  I  weut  to  West  Point  to  eulist  with  a  luipe  that  I  inifjht  have 
an  opportunity  of  desertingr,  but  I  was  required  tn  take  the  oathof  alle- 
fiance,  and  refused  t<><lo  so.  I  theu  took  tlie  train  for  Ifiehiuoiul,  hav- 
ing seen  in  the  paiHTs  that  carpenters  were  wauteil  there.  I  worked 
ill  iti<'hinipnd  .six  and  a  half  days.  Thi.s  was  in  early  pait  ol'  tliis  uiouth. 
I  finislied  the  work  I  coidd  get  and  left  KiehiiKoid  for  Fredericksburg, 
wliere  1  was  tuhl  1  eould  not  get  to  tlie  river.  Finding  no  way  of 
escape,  I  .shijijicd  in  the  (so  eaUed)  <  'onfederato  Navy.  Captain  Robert 
Tiioiburii  .shipped  nie  for  twelve  months  without  re<jniriug  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  This  was  on  tlio  l!>th  instant.  I  came  down  on  the  train 
to  Aijuia  Creek  and  reported  to  a  jterson  by  the  uameof  Cunningliani, 
and  iic  reporte<l  my  arrival  to  ("a]>tain  Lynch.  On  the  evening  of  the 
20tli  1  went  to  bathe  and  started  iVom  the  end  of  the  burned  wharf  for 
the  I'tiirmr.  .\(ter  getting  out  about  a  half  a  mile  I  was  discovered 
and  tired  at  eight  or  ten  times  from  a  ritle  cannon.  1  was  swept  down 
by  the  tide  and  reached  ]\Iaryland  shore  near  Maryland  Point.  I  saw 
but  one  comi)any  of  troojis  in  I-'redericksbni-g.  There  were  no  defenses 
in  :iiut  around  Hiclinuuul  w  lien  I  left  on  tlie  Kith  instant.  1  heard  that 
a  battery  was  being  erected  10  miles  below  Williamsburg,  between  the 
two  rivers.  I  heaid  they  were  i)reparing  ov  ha«l  a  battery  near  James- 
town. There  were  some  3,(KK)  troops  between  .lames  lliver  and  York- 
town,  mostly  cavalry.  There  were  about  3,ll00  troops  at  IMchmoud, 
mostly  from  cotton  Htates. 

I  was  told  ill  Kichmciiid  that  the  priucipal  crossing  plaiiC  for  ti-oops, 
etc.,  IVoni  Maryland  was  at  a  point  about  35  miles  below  Alexandria. 

At  Aipiia  Creek  there  aie  three  or  four  regiments,  about  3,000  men, 
encaiin)ed  behind  the  hills.  Forty  two  men  are  stationed  at  the  depot. 
Tlio  steamboat  Ptu/r  is  u]>  the  creek  and  not  manned  or  armed.  The 
new  battery  ou  the  north  hill  has  three  8  inch  guns;  the  south  battery, 
two  ritled  cannons;  the  lower  battery,  one  ritled  cannon. 

The  earthworks  on  the  |)(tint  were  almost  leveled  the  day  of  the  bom- 
bardment and  the  shells  hurst  in,  over,  and  around  the  fort,  while  the 
emijty  shells  went  through  the  portholes  and  earthworks. 

IKndurwmenl.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  Blockading, 

Aquin  Creek;  June  :3L',  [1S61.] 

The  above  statement  was  taken  from  the  lii)s  of  the  jiersou  in  my 

presence. 

a.   0.  K[OWANj. 


Report  of  Commander  Ward,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
rt-fiarding  detention  of  John  W.  Quinn  and  William  C.  Riijijin,  of 
Kohooner  tiecrctary. 

Flotilla  Steameu  Freeborn, 

Lower  Potomac,  June  22,  18(11. 
Sir:  Under  date  June  5  I  received  from  the  Department  aconimuni- 
catiou,*  accompanied  by  information  respecting  detention  of  Union  men 
of  Maryland  in  Pocoinoke  Sound,  and  giving  me  qualitied  directions. 
1  have  not,  until  yesterday,  been  able  to  obtain  any  certain  and  relia- 
ble intelligence  in  the  premises,  when  I  ascertained  aa  follows,  which 
is  a  coi)y  of  a  memorandum  t;iken  down  alter  u  dose  examiuA.tk^vL  vjS. 


the  two  ])artie8  nientioiied  in  the  inonioitimluni,  wlio  cniiic  on  boaiil 
here  ftrimi  tlieir  schtiouer  tSciretary.  Both  were  strongly  IJiiiou  iu  their 
expressions : 

<';il)tiiiii  John  \V  (^iiiiin  iinil  Capt;iin  WiUinm  C.  Ki^sin,  of  sohooiicr  .S'«rc?Wnry. 
lieliiDKint;  to  and  now  from  Kuow  Hill,  Md.,  IjKlen  witji  lumber  for  Wi).sbiD!;t4>ii- 
Ixmnli-d  by  iik-  in  the  rotoiiino.  .Iiiiiii  'Jl,  IMi),  on  briii^  qii<'5tiotivd,  nu.v  tUiit,  tra<lini; 
couiitaiitly  ns  tli»,v  do  to  iiud  from  8now  11  ill,  (^iiinii  iis  pint  owner  and  KixviiiodinAo- 
tvr.  tlioy  arc  ])i'F|iuri'd  to  and  <io  t<uy  with  contidenco  and  ciertaiuty  that  uo  vu^noI 
trndin>r  from  Maryland  out  ot  tbo  I'oconioko  Kiver  lian  been  niolfxtcd  by  parties  in 
or  from  Virginia;  that  the  Ht^'nmer  ll'tfiion  i$m<i/{  did  not  abandon  the  route  nptlio 
roconiiiku  from  fear  of  moleKtation,  but  beeaugo  ttho  could  uot,art<'r  the  blockade  uf 
Virginia,  land  freight  nn<l  passengers  in  the  run^otca^uo  and  Cbe«cone88ex  rivers 
[creekHfJ  in  Vir;;inia,  and  could  fjPt  '"'r  Maryland  freight,  etc.,  at  Aunemessex  with- 
out tlio  time  and  cost  of  K"'"tl  ^**'  miliM  round  t4i  Newtown  ou  the  rocomoke,  the  end 
of  her  route,  it  beiu};  but  15  milcH  by  land  acroHH  Maryland  territory  from  Auueiuessex 
to  Newtown. 

Assuiiiiiifl:  this  information  to  be  correct,  I  suppose  the  Department 
will  not  expect  nietoabantlon  more  important  dutit-s  in  the  river;  there- 
fore shall  not  at  present  make  the  trip  I  had  contemplated  to  the  eastern 
shore. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  t>bedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Ward, 
Commanding  Potomac  Blockade. 
Hon.  GiUKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ih4s  Navy,  Wanhingtoti,  J>.  C. 


[Telttgriuii.] 

Navy  Yaud  [Washington,  D.  C], 

Jiint'  :J3,  lf<(tt — 4  p.  m. 
The  Philathlpkia  has  returned  from  Fortress  Monroe,  and  the  same 
otEcer  thiit  had  cxaiiiinwl  White  House  Bluff  some  days  since  reports 
going  over  it  iigaiu  today  ami  lindiiig  everytliiiig  a.s  before:  a  few 
negroes,  no  battery,  and  but  one  white  per.sou  had  been  there  since.  A 
letter  from  Captain  Ward  states  he  had  hven  lired  at  with  musketry 
from  Mathias  I'oint  and  believes  that  batteries  are  being  put  up. 

.7N0.    a.    DAHI-CiUEN, 

Cominatidunl. 
Hon.  ti.  Welles. 


Letter  from  J.  B.  Mannar,  esq.,  to  Lieutenant-General  Scott,  U,  S.Army, 
giriiifi  information  of  regular  communication  between  Margland  anil 
Virginia, 

No.   137   AlSQlTITlI    8TUEET, 

linltiuion;  Jinie  i'4,  f^Cl, 
Deak  Sib:  You  may  not  be  aware  that  there  is  a  regular  cumniuui- 
cation  between  Salishury,  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  and  some  point 
in  Mrginia.  It  is  a  fact  known  to  the  writer  of  this  note;  a  channel 
through  which  passes  men  and  munition  of  war.  The  travel  to  that 
lioint  is  by  the  Delaware  Railroad  and  by  the  t.'hesajK'ake  l$ay.  The 
name  of  the  jjrincipal  agent  at  that  point  i.s  Andrew  Scoot.  Letters 
reaelt  Virginia  with  as  much  facility  through  this  route  as  through  the 
regular  mail  when  it  was  in  operation. 
Yours,  re8]tectfully, 

J.  B.  Mannar. 
Lieutenaut-General  Wesfielu  Scott. 

P,  S.—The  above  is  couttdeutial. 


J 
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Report  of  Commander  Ward,  U.  8.  Navi/,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
rrqursting  200  troopx  to  ajtaist  in  clearing  MathiaH  Point. 

Flotilla  Steamier  Frekbokn, 
Potomac  Rirer,  Cedar  Point,  June  31,  18(>1. 
Sir:  T  sent  yestenlay  iiiformallj^  to  Cii])tain  Dablfrn-ii  askiii};  tlic 
aid  of  litM)  troops  witli  iiiat4'iial.s,  for  tlii'  pnriioso  of  (k'niidiii)?  Matbias 
I'oiiit  (if  tin-  jiu)<,'li'  ami  thicket  of  youiij^  {jrowth  which  now  conceal 
fmiii  vii^w  soNlieiy  and  tlieir  works.  They  havo  firoil  several  volleys 
of  rith-  liullj'ts  iiitotljc.  F/vW/on),  as  1  iiiulerstatid  also  into  other  vessels. 
Till'  distance  tirey  tin'  is  about  5(ll»  or  (i(M)  yards.  It  is  the  alarm  more 
than  tlie  material  damage  jiroduced  liy  this  tiring  which  is  injurii»ns 
ami  ought  to  lie  abated,  ileiice  the  enterprise  I  propose.  It  is  possi- 
ble I  could  ertect  it  without  troops;  uovertheless  it  is  best  to  be  sure 
and  have  tiiem  if  cimvenient. 

Vessels  in  the  river,  bound  up,  report  to  me  that  they  Lave  been 
advised  at  Cape  Henry  to  await  convoy  in  Hauiptou  Tfoads  for  Wash- 
ington. This  is  decidedly  unnecessary  and  wrong.  Will  the  Dei)art- 
nient  please  aj)i)ly  the  correction  T  No  convoy  is  necessary  except  that 
which  three  ()r  four  vessels  together  will  atlbrd  one  another,  and  for 
this  purpose  they  should  assemble  at  Biakistoue  Islaud  lighthouse, 
where  there  is  a  man  ol'war  schooner  fur  protecti<tn. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant., 

J.  II.  Ward, 
Commanding  Blovkwh: 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Detemt  on  Mathias  Point,  Va.,  June  35,  ISGl. 

Seport  of  Aotmg  Ihit«r  Badd,  TI,  8.  Havy,  oommanding  U,  8.  8.  Besolate,  relstiTe  to  his 
bnmiiig  of  a  depot  for  contraband  goodi. 

U.  S.  S.  Resolute,  J%tne  3'>,  1S6J. 

SiK :  I  m.ide  a  descent  on  the  Virginia  shore  yesterday  ami  broke  up 
a  df'i»ot  that  was  there  for  harboring  and  forwarding  uieu  and  sujiplies 
to  the  enemy.  Dr.  Hooe,  the  proprietor  and  owner,  has  been  very  active 
in  his  efforts  against  the  (lovernment.  He  sent  for  the  imirauders  and 
requested  tliem  to  burn  the  Chrixtiana  Keen  (that  New  Jersey  schooner 
that  was  burued  a  short  time  since). 

She  got  ashore  before  daylight  within  one-quarter  of  a  mile  of  his 
place,  and,  as  I  said,  he  caused  her  ilestruction.  He  has  IkkI  a  nuuiber 
of  mounted  troopers  fpiartered  in  and  lying  about  his  premises,  who 
were  there  Ibr  the  jturpose  of  protecting  boats  which  got  across  froui 
Marvland  with  men,  etc. 

My  boats  and  tlio  boats  of  the  flotilla  have  been  flrod  uijon  from  his 
plai'e  when  not  interfering  with  his  jiroperty. 

Major  Watson,  on  the  Maryland  shore  op|»osit<?,  receives  the  contra- 
band sujijdies  and  forwards  theui  to  Hooe.  His  boats  and  his  negnies 
have  been  actively  engaged  in  this  busiuess,  and  his  house  is  (he  ren- 
dezvous. 

Hone's  place  was  a  barracks;  he  had  ac'coinmodatJons  put  up  in  his 
Bchoolhouse  and  outhouses  for  twenty-live  men. 


At,  tilt"  titiic  of  my  attack  tluM-e  wore  fow  tTonpors  at  tlio.  honse.     I 
di8i>ers<'il  tlietii  with  a  few  rdniids  from  my  bow  ffuii,  iuul  befon^  they 
could  leliuii  ill  force  1  laniled  and  fired  the  premises,  which  were  com 
plet^ly  destroyed.     1  t;'>t  some  iiiformati«»ii  alao. 

I  took  a  sei-essioii  dragoon  uniform  (ollicers)  that  I  found  tliere,  and 
destroyed  every thiujj  else. 

I  enclose  a  descriptiou  of  an  ageut  of  the  rebels,  who  is  a  spy  and 
is  now  in  Haltimore  i)rociiring  arms  tn  run  across  the  river,  ll*-  has 
made  two  trii)s  already. 

I  send  you  tliis,  as  ('aptaiii  Ward  is  not  here. 
Very  re^spw-tfully, 

William  Birnn, 
Acting  Master,  Command  hit/  Resolute. 

[ITon.  (iiDEON  Wellks, 

SfcreUiri/  of  the  Xarii.\ 

1 1*.  S,  I — ICxcnse  great  haste.  Tiio  agent  is  the  owner  of  the  aniforin. 
He  left  it  at  Ilooe's  previous  to  crossiug  the  river.  ■ 


crossiug 

(KnnliMiure.) 


Dcucriptlon. — .Tnlin  M.  (roldsmith  (officer),  small  and  slight  of  figure;" 
short,  black   hair;    small  black  n»oustache;    no  whiskers;    deep   blue 
eyes;  small  head  aii<l  face;  complexion  fair;  quick  in  action  and  Hi>eecb; 
strong  voice. 

Came  across  from  Baltimore  on  the  21st;  went  to  l'>e<lericksburg. 
Returned  from  Fredeiicksburg  and  left  Ilooe's  for  Haltimore  on  the 
evening  of  the  24tb ;  is  now  supjwsed  to  be  there  purchasing  revolvers. 


Stport  of  Bi%adier-OeDeral  Holmes.  C.  8.  Army,  relative  to  the  bamin^f  of  the  house  of  Dr. 

Hoo«. 

Hkapqttartees,  Brooke's  Station,  Va.,  June  37,  JS61. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  a  small  party  of  the  enemy  lauded  at 
l^Iathias  Point  on  the  25th  and  lnirne<l  the  htmse  of  Dr.  Howe  |  HooeJ. 
The  landing  Wiis  eflected  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  and  doubtless 
was  with  a  view  to  discover  whether  we  were  erecting  a  battery  there. 
If  it  be  the  wish  of  the  conmianding  general  that  a  battery  should  be 
erected  to  prevent  the  fiee  navigation  of  the  river,  I  respectfully 
rex;onuueuil  that  the  neighboriiood  of  Evan.s|K(rt  should  be  ])referred 
to  Mathias  Point.  There  is  very  little  ditlerenco  iu  the  distance  of  the 
channel  from  the  shore,  and  large  guns  will  command  either.  From 
Evansport  there  is  a  good  road  to  Fredericksburg,  which  wouhl  turn 
this  position,  an<l  a  good  road  to  Manassas,  turning  that  position; 
whereas  from  Mathias  Point  it  would  require  a  long  land  travel  to  any 
vulnerable  point.  If  you  c.^u  seinl  mo  two  ;^--|(0iuidcis  (rilled),  or  two 
8inch  Golumbiads,  I  believe  I  could  stop  the  navigati(m  of  the  river, 
if  the  general  commanding  thinks  it  a  matter  of  sufficient  tm]H>rtaiice 
to  justify  the  expense.  1  could  use  the  rifled  (Jponnders  that  I  now 
have  in  Walker's  battery  to  annoy  the  enemy's  commerce,  but  we  have 
not  the  animunitiou  to  spare. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

T.  n.  Holmes, 
Brigadicr-Oencral,  Commanding. 
Colonel  Geoboe  Deas, 

Aggistant  Adjutant-Geiieru],  0.  S.  Arm\j. 


I 


V.  S.  8.  Pawnke, 
Poiomar  Jiiva;  June  .W,  mci. 

Silt:  I  liavc  tlie  lioiior  to  iiifnriii  tlie  DepartiiU'iit  that  I  k-t't  Aijuia 
Creek  this  ntuniiugat  half  jiivstU o'clock  and  lU'oceeded  to  Mnthias  I'oint, 
acTompiiii it'll  by  the  steamboat  Jumen  O'lii/,  having  on  board  (.'ajitaiu 
AVoodbury,  Eiijiiueer  Corps,  and  Captain  Palmer,  Topographical  Engi- 
neer Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  lor  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  point  and  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  was  erecting  batteries 
or  not.  At  ■"»  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  sent  an  escort  on  shore,  in  two  boats,  of 
forty  sailors  and  marines,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin  and  Master 
lilue,  and  ptaeeil  (hem  under  the  counnniid  of  Captain  Woodbury. 

As  we  approached,  the  enemy  appeared  in  numbers  e<|ual  to  oue  or 
more  compiinies.  A  few  shell  from  the  ]'innnr  soon  unule  them  scam- 
per over  tlie  hills,  and  an  oi'casional  shell  kept  them  in  check  while  the 
officers  coinpletetl  Iheir  work.  Our  sailors  captured  two  horses,  sad- 
dled and  bridled,  and  <-ompelled  tlie  riders  to  seek  shelter  in  (light. 
Oue  of  the  men  received  a  slight  graze  from  a  revolver  ball  on  the 
wrist.  The  horses  were  brought  off  to  the  ship  and  hoisted  into  the 
Jamt'H  (Itii/  aud  sent  to  the  navy  yard,  Washington,  as  prizes. 

During  the  recounoissauee  1  threw  some  thirty  shell,  which  kept  the 
enemy  iu  check,  notwithstiiudiug  their  reported  force  is  000  men,  of 
whirni  100  or  more  are  mounted.  On  the  return  of  the  i)arty  to  the 
slii)>  I  was  iitfoiiiied  that  they  saw  the  enemy's  camp  from  (Jrimes's 
house  ou  the  bill,  and  liaving  jviintcd  <uit  its  direction,  I  hauled  the 
ship  inside  the  shoal  and  with  ir)-sec(uid  shells  tlisperscd  the  camp  and 
set  tire  to  somethuig  behind  the  bills,  Ji.  negro  man,  who  was  stand- 
ing by  a  boat  on  tli(?  beach  that  I  sent  Lieuteuaut  Chaplin  to  bring  olf 
or  destroy,  came  otl'  and  gave  us  infonnation  that  liOO  trooj)s  are  kept 
on  the  beach  constantly,'  ami  the  remainder  iu  camps  aforesaid.  I 
regret  thiit  the  negro  wiis  brought  otV,  but  being  on  board  I  don't  know 
what  to  do  with  him.  1  send  hiux  iu  the  Guy  to  the  uavy  yard  to  be 
disjiosed  of  as  you  may  direct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  G.  Rowan, 

Commnniicr. 

Htm.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  yavi/. 


Report  of  commnnilani,  nary  y/irit,  Wanliiiifftoti,  tranxwitting  information 
reijanling  the  I'otomav  aud  adjacent  ricvrii. 


Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yari>, 

WaMhiiifiton,  June  2'>,  J-'^tjl, 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  for  the  consideration  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment a  paper  in  relation  to  the  Potoma<*  ami  adjacent  rivers,  aud  have 
the  luiiior  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret^irj)  of  the  Xavy, 
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Washinoton  Navy  Yard, 

Tumday,  June  ,M,  ISlil. 
Bt'low  you  will  find  (lie  names  of  the  various  cireks  and  rivers  lead- 
ing lip  into  tlieStute  of  Virgiuia,  fiom  tlie  Potouac  down,  which  are  not 
blmrkaded. 

Yeo<"oniico,  Uoan  River,  Great  Wicomico,  Itappuhaunock,  Pianka- 
taiik,  Nniiiiiii. 

Up  all  these  streams  there  is  freely  passed  anything  from  Daltimuru 
or  Delaware. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

KOBEBT   WALTEB, 

Pilot. 
Captaiu  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Kavy  Yard. 


[Tplcgnuu.] 

Navy  Yarh  [Washington,  D,  C],  Jtme  35, 1861. 
AL'tiiig  Master  Ifejniolds  informs  me  lie  was  told  last  eveiiintr  that  a 
Dr.  Cox,  wJio  had  eoine  from  UiclmioiHl,  jiassed  over  [from|  .Matliias 
Point  |(o  I'ortJ  Tobacco  and  had  seen  them  workiiif;  at  a  battery. 
ThcKi  were  some  forty  men  on  the  point.  I  give  this  for  what  it  is 
worth;  shall  soou  have  exact  informatiou. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren. 
Navy  Departsient. 


[Telesrain] 

Navy  Yaud  j  Washington,  D.  (X),  June  35,  isci. 
The  engineer  oflicers  have  returned  honi  Matliias  Point  and  report  a 
body  of  men  there  but  no  battery.     The  Dcimrtmeut  will  receive  (letails 
from  them. 

Jno,  a.  Dahlgren. 
Navy  Department. 


Affair  at  Mathia«  Point,  Va.,  June  27, 1861. 

B«port  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Rowan, 
v.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S,  Pawnee,  regatding  the  afiair  at  Mathiu  Point  and  the 
death  of  Commander  Ward,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navt  Yard, 

WaghintjtoH,  June  2f^,  1^61. 
9tr;  I  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Commander  Kowan,  with  the 
accompanying  jiapers  rehitiug  to  the  attair  in  which  Commander  Ward 
was  killed,  as  called  for  by  telegraphic  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

FoxiiALL  A.  Parker, 
Lieutenant  and  Uxccutin-  Officer,  in  AOnenve  of  Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nav^. 


J 


V.  S.  S.  Pawnke, 
Potomac  Hirer,  June  JJ7,  ItKll. 

Siu:  About  sundown  tbe  eveiuiiy  of  tlie  2()th  instant,  while  at  ancbor 
off  A(|uiii  Creek,  1  received  an  onler  from  Commander  Ward,  a  <'opy  of 
wbieli  is  iieiewilb  enclosed,  to  send  liiiii  ( wo  boats,  armed  and  eiiiiiinied, 
in  coniniand  of  Lieutenant  Chaiiliii.  Tliis  order  was  immediately  com- 
plii'd  witli  in  all  its  details  and  the  jiarty  lel't  tlie  shi]i  in  low  of  the 
h'csolittt^  at  !'  o'clock  p.  ni.  To  day  about  notiu  the  lifnohitc  returned 
with  u  re(|Ue8t  from  Captain  Ward  that  1  shonhl  send  her  back  if  I 
bad  ito  more  important  service  for  her.  1  iinniedialely  disi)atched  (he 
Bcliaiuc  to  Captain  Ward,  knowing  tbe  danger  to  which  oiir  people 
would  be  exposed  if  he  C(tnteniplated  a  landing  at  ^lathias  Point,  as  I 
feared  was  bis  intention,  judging  from  tiie  nature  of  tbe  order  be  gave 
me  to  fiunish  him  with  such  eijuiiimcnts  as  were  necessary  to  cut  down 
the  trees  on  the  point  an<l  burn  them.  At  it  o'clock  this  evening  the 
Fncborn  and  h'flidiuc  came  up,  having  bean  i cpulsed  by  the  rebels  at 
JIatbias  Point,  in  which  Lieutenant  Chaplin  and  his  cxjmmand  eseai)ed 
utter  destruction  by  a  miracle. 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  the  Department  the  death 
of  Commander  .1.  11.  Ward,  of  the  Fretborn.  lie  wa.sshotin  tbe  abdo- 
men whik'  in  ihc  act  of  sighting  his  bow  gun. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Deitartment  to  the  gallantry, 
coiiliiesH,  and  piescnce  of  nund  of  Lienteiiant  Chaplin,  of  (he  I'ltiriur, 
comnmnding  the  party  on  shore,  lie  remained  steady  and  ccxd  amongst 
a  jierfeet  hail  of  musketry  from  buuilreilsol'  men.  while  lie  collected  his 
own  peojileaiid  madegood  his  retreat  without  leaving  theenemyatrojihy 
beyond  a  few  sand  bags  and  some  axes  and,  so  far  as  1  can  ast'ertain,  the 
musketsiif  the  wounded  men.  The  last  man  left  theshore  with  him,  and 
not  being  able  to  swim  to  the  boat  with  his  musket,  Lieutenant  Chaplin 
took  him  on  his  shonhlers,  musket  and  all,  and  safely  reached  the  boat 
without  a  scrafeb,  save  a  musket  bole  through  the  top  of  his  ca]i. 

In  consecjuence  of  the  want  <tf  ordinary  comforts  in  the  Freeborn  for 
wounded  men,  I  brought  tlie  two  wounded  men  behmging  to  that  ves- 
sel, with  those  twoof  tliis  sliii»,  with  the  remain.s  of  tbe  late  commander 
J.  II.  Ward,  to  the  inivy  yanl,  Washington,  where  1  now  await  orders. 

I  must  also  call  attention  of  the  Itepartmeut  U>  the  bravery  of  John 
Williams,  captain  of  the  maintop  of  tlio  rmrnee,  who  told  his  men  while 
lying  otV  in  the  boat  that  every  man  must  die  on  his  thwart  sooner  than 
leave  a  man  behind,  and  when  the  tlagstatl'  of  his  boat  wa^  shot  away 
and  the  ensign  fell,  be,  although  sullering  from  a  gunshot  wound  of 
the  thigh,  seized  it  in  liis  band  and  bravely  waved  it  over  his  head. 

A  copy  of  the  surgeon's  report  of  casualties  is  herewith  emiosed. 
The  wounded  have  been  removed  to  the  hospital.  I  also  enclose  copies 
of  orders  uddreHsed  to  Lieutenant  Lowry. 

Lieutenant  Chaplin's  report  of  tbe  aflair  is  not  yet  ready.  When  it  is 
presented,  I  shall  forward  a  copy  for  t  he  information  of  the  De[)artment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotfuliy,  your  obedient  ser\ant, 

S.  C  KOWAN, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  of  the  Fotumae. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  JS^ary,  Wanhint/ton. 


OPntATIONU   OW  THE   POTOMAC   AVD  RAPPAHANNOCK, 


I  HiibvncluBUnM.) 

Flotilla  STKA^tKR  FKEKnoRN, 

Luinr  I'otomav,  'June  :.'ii,  ISOi, 

Si  I! :  On  ipoi'ipt  iif  IliJH  unlor  you  will  ho  pleased  to  si'iid  your  sec 
liimirli,  l)y  wliicli  1  iiicau  your  second  sized  boat;  also  your  siiiar 
boat,  not  fhtiniiitiii},'  your  frjo^  which  need  not  be  sent,  with  their  ci 
iinn<'tl  with  tuuMketH  liuviii;^  bayonets,  or,  if  without  bayonets,  thoir 
lasH  with  each  musket,  and  a  Nuitablc  amount  of  annnuuition:  also 
viHions  lor  tiiree  or  lour  days,  in  char^ie  of  Lieutenant  Chaiilin,  «l<i 
to  Nanjenioy,  alons^side  the  schooner  l>an<i  there,  and  await  niy  aj-ri 
in  the  Finhinu,  when  Lieutenant  Chaplin  will  reptirt  to  mo  with 
boats  so  armed  and  ])rovisioned. 

You  will  I'urther  be  i>leased  to  send  in  the  boats  all  the  tar  you  biiv" 
on  board  the  I'tarntr,  a  ;<allon  of  S|iirit8  of  turpentine  in  a  can,  all  th( 
shovels  and  all  I  he  coal  ba;;s  you  have,  except  twelve  rotaiue«l  to  ban 
coal  with;  all  the  oakuiu  you  have,  not  exceeding  one  bale  in  (luantit^ 
a  (jnantity  of  old  canvas,  idl  you  can  possibly  spure.  and  your  ^ruuue 
dark  lantern.     Send  also  ev<'ry  ax  and  hatchet  y(ni  have,  excei)t  t 
cook's.    The  launch  and  bozit  yon   will  see  arc  provided  with  th 
ked;r<'s  and  all  other  expe<litionury  outfits,  as  jirescribcd  in  the  oi 
nanct«  rc;;iilalions,  inclndin},'  howitJier  for  the  large  boat,  if  you  ha 
two  aiul  (Uio  is  tittcd  to  sailboat. 

Yiui  will,  while  your  boat  expedition  ordere«l  down  to  Nanjeuioy 
serviiifT  as  I  iuleniled  at  Matthias  Point,  let  the  lieliancr  visit  ine 
least  once  exiTy  day,  ajid   t«ice  or  ollener  if  convenient  with  otl 
du(i«'s  you  may  need  her  for. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfuUv, 

.1.  H.  Maud, 
Cumnuxndri;  I',  iS'.  Xnry,  Vomdtj.  flotilla  of  the  J'otomac  JiirtrTi 

Coiunnuider  8.  V,  Hhwan,  I'.  S.  Navy, 

i'uiiiiHntt<lin;t  V.  *'.  »S.  I'awnre.  I'vtomac  River. 


V.  S.  Steam  Slihh*  rAWNEU, 

I'ototiKU-  UivrT,  June  :.'?,  itfSC/ ' 
SiK:   I  have  to  renort  the  following  casualties  resulting  tix>iu 
uvlion  at  Mathias  l\>int  this  aftern<Min: 

Killfii. — 1.  Commander  .L  11.  WanL  «'ouimaudiug  Hotilla,  guns 
wound  .>r  i'>.t..vM;  almtkst  immtNliately  fatal. 

}\  ■  onxly, — 1.  Williiun  J.  liest.  oniinary  seamen,  beloa 

iMg  u*  I  iM-  .  .1-1 II. r,  gunshot  wound  fracturing  both  bones  of  U*tl  leg; 
MH.HMid  gunshot  wound  iu  .soil  {titrt  of  right  foreArm;  a  thinl  giinol 
wound  of  right  hand.    1*.  William  Mi-t'henny,  landsman,  belonging  l 
TKitmiM  t'rttboftt,  cui>sliot  wound  of  left  thigh,  fracturin;;  the  feiniir. 

Wommiftl  f.  1,  John  Williams,  captain  maint" 

guunUoi  woui  {tart  of  right  thigh.    2.  George  >. 

man  of  Tki<m,  i-m,  gxmsbot  vouud  of  soft  part  of  leil  thigh. 

l{e*lK> !  urs, 

F.  M  u^ 

CVmoiAndcr  S,  (.'.  UowAN, 
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U.  8.  S.  Pawnee, 
OfAquia  Creek,  Va.,  June  27,  ISr.l. 
SiE:  lu  coii8e(|neiice  of  the  lamented  death  of  t'ouiinander  J.  H. 
Ward,  yon  are  hereby  ordered  to  assume  the  eoiiiniaud  of  the  steamer 
Frciboni  iiiittl  (lie  i)leasurc  of  the  Navy  Department  is  made  known. 
"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  C.  Rowan, 
Ctrni III (1)1  tier,  and  Senior  Officer  in  the  Potomac 

Lieitleiiiint  Commanding  It.  li.  Lowey, 

Conimitiidimj  Slttiiiu-r  Fneltorn,  off  Aiiuia  Creek,  Va. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawstke, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  Va.,  June  :i7,  IHOI. 
Sir:  Yuu  will  vimtinuo  the  iilose  blockade  of  A(|uia  Creek  in  the 
.steamer  Frceboni,  under  your  eommund,  until  my  return  or  until  ortlered 
elsewhere  by  higher  authority. 

Yim  will  direft  the  couimaiuler  of  the  steam  tug  RiUnnvv  to  keep 
underway  during  the  night  between  Coekpit  Point  an<l  iJutld's  Ferry 
to  loiik  out  for  boats  or  vessels  that  may  be  moving  at  night.  From 
sunrise  to  sunset  the  Reliance  will  remain  oft"  Mathias  Pfunt,  keejjing 
out  of  niu>sket  range,  for  the  purpose  of  i)rotecting  vessels  in  ]iassing. 
AN'lieii  tlie  Ji'esolule  returns  you  will  dispateli  lier  to  St.  Mary's  .and 
Leonardtown  to  examine  those  harbors  for  vessels  earrying  aid  to  the 
enemy  and  to  obtain  all  tiie  information  in  relation  to  the  movements  of 
those  engaged  therein  and  to  visit  Lower  Cedar  Point  and  Uooe's  Ferry, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  How  AN, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  in  the  Potomac;, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  H.  Lowky, 

Commaiuling  Steamer  Freeborn. 


Letter  from  Commander  Bowan,  TT.  8.  Navy,  senior  oflioer  present,  Fotomso  Biver,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieatennnt  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  8.  Pawnee, 
Karri  Yard,  Washington,  June  :i7  [i'-v],  ISai. 
8m:  I  enelose  herewith  Lieutenant  Chaplin's  report  of  the  aft'air  at 
Mathias  Point,  which  he  had  not  time  to  prepare  when  my  report  was 
for\var<led. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respGctfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  on  the  Potomac. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  JSTacy,  Wimhinf/ton. 

[KooliMtnm.] 

U.  8.  8TBAM  Sloop  Pawnee, 

Washinffton,  It.  C,  June  :iS,  1861. 
Sm:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  20th  instant,  1  took  charg^e 
of  the  first  and  third  cutters,  with  twenty-three  men,  and  went  to  the 
lifUance  to  be  towed  to  Nan.jemoy  to  report  to  Cajitain  Ward,  of  the 
Freeborn.    Not  liuding  her  that  night,  anchored  at  Nauittu\vs'i.,^\\>5>.-i«ta»- 


Sm: 


Flotilla  STEA:»rER  Fri'.ehokn, 

Loinr  Potomac,  June  i'H,  1S(>J. 
On  receiptor  tlils  order  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  yonr  second 


launcli,  by  wliicli  I  mean  your  second  sized  boat;  also  your  siiuillest 
boat,  not  estimating  your  gig,  which  need  uot  bo  sent,  with  tlieir  crews 
armed  with  nmakcts  having  bayonets,  or,  if  without  bayonets,  tlieir  cut- 
lass with  eacli  nuisket,  and  a  suitable  anioniitof  iunniunition:  also  i)i-o 
visions  for  tiiree  or  four  days,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  down 
to  Nanjeiiioy,  alongside  the  sehooner  Paiui  there,  and  await  my  arrival 
in  tlio  Ffeihoni,  wlien  Lieutenant  (.'haplin  will  report  to  me  with  the 
boats  so  iirmed  and  provisioned. 

You  will  I'lnlher  be  pleased  to  send  in  the  boats  all  the  tar  you  have 
on  board  the  Piunur,  a  gnllon  of  spirits  of  tuqientine  in  a  e;in,  all  the 
shovels  ami  all  the  fOiil  bags  yini  have,  except  twelve  retained  to  lian<lle 
coal  with;  all  the  oakum  yuu  have,  not  exceeding  one  bale  in  ipnintity; 
a  quantity  of  ohl  canvas,  all  you  can  iiossibly  sjiare,  ami  your  gunner's 
dark  lantern.  Head  also  every  ax  and  hatchet  you  have,  exeept  the 
cook's.  The  launch  and  boat  you  will  see  are  ]U'ovi(led  with  their 
kedges  and  all  other  cxpeditionaiy  outfits,  as  prescribed  in  the  ord- 
nance regulations,  including  howitzer  for  the  large  boat,  if  you  have 
two  find  one  is  fitted  to  snilljoat. 

You  will,  while  your  boat  expedition  ordered  down  to  Nanjemoy  is 

serving  as  I  intended  at  JIatthias  Point,  let  the  Itelunicc  visit  me  at 

least  once  every  day,  and  twice  or  oftener  if  etmveiiient  with  other 

duties  you  may  need  her  for. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Wakd, 
Commiinder,  U.  S,  Xary,  Comihj.  Flotilla  of  the  I'otomac  liinr. 

Couunauder  S.  C.  EowAN,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 

(Jomtitandinff  U,  S.  S.  rawnce,  I'vtoma^  River. 


XJ,  S,  Steaai  Slooi»  Pawnek, 

I'olomuv  JiirtT,  June  .'J7,  ISfU. 

SiK:  I  have  to  reyx)rt  the  following  casualties  resulting  trom  the 
action  at  Mathias  I'oiut  this  afternrntn: 

Killed. — 1.  Commander  .1.  II.  Ward,  commanding  flotilla,  gunshot 
wound  of  abdomen;  almost  immediately  fatal. 

H'oMiuW  dtuiiicrounlij. — I.  William  J.  Lest,  ordinary  seamen,  belong- 
ing to  the  Pairnce,  gunshot  wound  fracturing  both  bones  of  left  leg:  a 
second  gunshot  wound  in  soft  ])art  of  right  forearm;  a  third  guiir-hot 
wound  of  right  hand,  ii,  William  McChenny,  landsman,  belonging  to 
Thomas  Frethnfn,  gunshot  wound  of  lett  thigh,  fracturing  the  femur. 

Woundfd  Ktrrrriy. — ].  John  Williams,  captain  maintop  of  Painiec, 
gunshot  wound  of  soft  part  of  rigiit  thigh.    2.  George  McKenny,  yeo- 
man of  'J'homiin  Fnehurn,  gunshot  wound  of  soft  part  of  left  thigh. 
Ivespectfully,  yours, 

F.   M.   (JUNNELl., 

Surgeon,  I'.  S, 
Commander  S.  (!.  Uoavan, 

Commantliiiij  FloHlla  in  the  J'otoviar  River, 
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U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Off  Aquia  Cretk,  Fa.,  June  37,  1861. 

,..  In  con8e<|U(Mico  of  the  lamented  death  of  Comiuaudcr  J,  II. 

Ward,  yon  are  hereby  ordered  to  asi^utue  the  command  of  the  steamer 
Frcihorn  until  tlie  ph'asuro  of  tho  Navy  Department  is  made  known. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
I  S.  C.  RowAJj, 

ijommander,  and  Senior  Officer  in  ihe  Potomac: 


Lieutenant  Commanding  1{.  B.  L«nvTJV, 

Govimandintj  Sttainrr  Freeborn,  off  Aquia  Creek,  Va. 


tr.  S.  S.  Pawnkb, 
Off  Aquia  Creek.  Va.,  June  >>7,  IStil. 
Sm:  Yon  will  continue  the  close  blockade  of  A(|nia  Creek  in  the 
i        steamer  Freeborn,  under  your  command,  until  my  return  or  until  onleretl 
I        elsewhere  by  higher  authority. 

You  will  direct  the  commander  of  tho  steam  tug;  Belinnce  to  keep 
underwaj'  during  the  night  between  Cockpit  Point  and  Budd's  Ferry 
to  l(H)k  out  for  boats  or  vessela  that  may  bo  univing  at  idght.  From 
snuriso  to  sunset  tho  Rdiancv  will  remiiiu  off  Mathias  Point,  keeping 
out  of  nnisket  range,  for  the  purpose  of  jtrotecting  vessels  in  passing. 
When  the  lU:soln(e  returns  you  will  dispat<-li  her  to  St.  Mary's  and 
Leonardtown  to  examine  those  harbors  for  vessels  carrying  aid  to  the 
enemy  and  to  obtain  all  the  infornnition  in  relation  t4)  the  movements  of 
those  engaged  therein  and  to  visit  Lower  <  'edar  Point  and  Ilooe's  Ferry. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commamler,  and  Senior  Officer  in  the  I'otomav. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  B.  Lowry, 

Commanding  Steamer  Freeborn. 


Letter  from  Commander  Bowan,  IT.  S.  Navy,  lenior  officer  present,  Potomao  Biver,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Xtn-tj  Yard.  Washintjl^in,  June  27  [i>Nj,  IStU. 
SiB:  I  enclose  herewith  Lieutenant  Chaplin's  report  of  tho  affair  at 
Mathias  Point,  which  he  had  not  time  to  prepare  when  my  report  was 
forwarded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander,  a?ul  Senior  Officer  on  the  Potomac, 
lion.  triDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington. 

[KnoloHnm.l 

U.  S.  tSxEAJi  Sloop  Pawnee, 

Waxhinyton,  I).  C,  June  2S,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  liOth  instant,  I  took  charge 

of  the  tirst  and  tiiinl  cutters,  with  tweuty-three  men,  and  went  to  the 

h'tliunce  to  be  towed  to  Xanjemoy  to  repiu't  to  C'aptain  Ward,  of  the 

Freeborn,    ifot  liudiug  her  tliat  night,  anchored  atXaiyemoy,  and  yes- 
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terdiiy  morning  procoedod  to  Matliias  Point  and  discovered  the  Free- 
born some  4  or  5  miles  below.  I  immediately  went  to  Ler  and  reported 
to  Commander  Ward  for  service. 

Tlie  Frtrhoni  tliiu  stood  up  for  Matliias  Point,  and  on  arriving  tliere 
threw  shot,  shell,  and  grape  into  the  wood.s  near  where  we  were  to  land. 
About  10  |a.  m.|  the  landing  was  ellected,  my  party  under  the  charge 
of  I'omnmnder  Ward,  who  lamled  with  me.  1  threw  my  men  out  as 
skirmishers,  and  on  getting  about  3(»0  yard.s  fr()m  the  boats  dise.overe«l 
the  enemy's  i)i(^kots,  who  lired  and  retreated.  My  men  followed  them 
for  a  short  distance  and  lired  on  them.  I  then  discovered  the  enemy 
coming  toward  me  over  tlie  bi-ow  of  a  hill  and  Jiulged  there  were  some 
four  or  five  hundred  men.  I  went  Itack  to  t'ommander  Ward  and 
reported,  when  he  ordered  me  to  take  to  the  boats  and  lie  oft"  while  he 
went  on  board  of  his  vessel  and  tired  into  the  bush  again.  After  some 
fifteen  minutes'  firing  I  was  ordered  to  h«n<l  agaiii  and  throw  up  a  breast- 
work of  sand  bags.  1  sent  out  fnur  men  as  pickets  and  commenced  the 
work.ajid  at  5  [|).  m.]  had  nearly  completed  it,  when  thesignal  was  ma<le 
forme  to  return.  I  sent  everything  to  the  li()ats  and  with  seveuor  eight 
men  covered  tlio  bags  with  limbs,  tliat  the  enemy  might  not  distinguish 
it  IVom  the  dense  thi<ket  near,  and  was  about  leaving  when  the  enemy 
opened  onus  with  muskets  at  a  distance  of  l.'5t>  yards,  and  for  some  rea- 
son the  Frtrhorn  did  not  open  on  the  place  w'ith  her  heavy  guns  to  cover 
my  retreat.  I  sent  all  my  men  in  the  boats  and  stayetlon  the  besich  till 
J  ha<l  counted  and  t'onnd  they  weie  all  safe. 

liy  this  tinjc  the  boats  bad  drifted  some  distance  out,  and  rather 
than  bring  the  n»en  any  nearer,  swam  to  the  third  cutter  and  pulled  off 
to  the  Frcehorii. 

iMy  boat  was  riddled  with  shot,  the  flagstaff  shot  away,  and  nineteen 
holes  through  the  Hag. 

1  am  sorry  to  report  that  two  of  my  men  were  serionsly  injured: 
John  Wtllianis.  captain  maintop,  musket  ball  in  thigh  ;  William  J.  Best, 
ordinary  seaman,  wounded  in  four  places,  the  hand,  the  arm,  the  leg, 
and  body. 

I  can  not  speak  in  ton  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  of  my  men,  and 
particularly  of  .lolin  Winianis,  Tixtugh  wounded  he  retained  chargeof 
his  boat,  ami  when  the  stall'  was  shot  away  held  the  stumj)  in  his  hand 
with  the  (lag  till  we  got  alongside  the  Freeborn,  when  I  learned  of  the 
injury  t(»  Connuander  Ward  and  also  t<j  several  of  his  men.  Com- 
mander Wai'd  not  being  able  to  give  any  orders,  and  with  the  ad\ieeof 
the  surgeon,  started  for  the  Pawnee  for  medical  aid,  where  I  arrived  at 
9  last  evening. 
^^^  Very  reajvectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^r  J.  C.  GHAPLtN, 

W  Lieutenant,  U.  8,  Navy. 

^^^       Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy. 

W  kill 

I  an 

I  offi< 

m 


[Tclegroni.] 

Na%t  Yaed  (WASniNtiTON,  D.  C.].  .7^imc^9,  1S61. 
With  deep  regret  I  announce  the  death  of  Captain  Ward,     lie  waa 
killedyesterday  while  att<?mpting  to  cover  a  landing  on  Mathias  Point; 
a  musket  ball  struck  him  as  he  wa.s  sighting  his  SUpounder. 

I  await  your  orders  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  body  of  the  gallant 
officer. 

Jno.  a.  Daulouen. 

flEnRKTAKV    OF   NaVY. 
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Report  of  Actu:g  Aasutant  Buigeon  Iloare,  U.  S.  Navy,  V.  6.  B.  Thomai  Freebom,  regardiiig 
the  death  of  Commander  Ward,  V.  8.  Navy,  late  commandiiig  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Washington,  Juw  2S^  18gi. 

Sin:  I  liereby  certil'y  tliat  J.  II.  Ward,  who  waa  a  comiitaiider  in  the 
U.  8.  Navy,  wliilr  atlauht-d  to  the  atcamer  Fnxburn  and  h<jldiu{,'  rank 
above  inciiltdiicd,  dcpaitetl  this  lit'o  on  the  27t.h  day  of  .luiie,  ISIJI,  and 
that  lie  died  of  a  gunshot  wuiiiid  of  the  abdomen  received  while  acting 
in  tlie  line  of  his  «liity,  as  held  forth  in  the  record  of  his  case  of  wliicli 
the  fol!o\viii;i'  is  a  co|iy  : 

( "oiumaiider  Wartl  had  been  on  shore  with  n  party  consistiug  of  34 
seaniert  besides  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  of  the  I'uiniee,  and  Master's  Mate 
[  Jolui  I  Keilofjg,  of  tlie  Fnchoni,  lie  returned,  however,  soon  after  and 
remained  on  board  until  liis  deatli,  which  tooli  placid  otf  I^Iatiiias  Point 
about  i>  p.  m.  He  was  stni<-k  by  a  musket  ball  from  the  enemy  while 
sifihting  his  forward  fiun.  The  ball  entered  at  a  point  just  above  and 
a  little  ti)  the  right  of  the  umbilii'us  and  jiassed  <liiectly  through  the 
abdomen,  escaping  at  a  point  o|iposite,  about  '2  inchi'S  to  tlic  right  of 
the  spinal  coluniu.  II<!  died  from  internal  hemorrhage  about  au  hour 
after  being  shot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

J.   W.  MOOKE, 
[Actittgl  Assistant  Siiraivn,  Steamer  [Thomas]  Fnrhorii 

Hon.  GiDK(m  Wklles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Xavy.] 


: 


Order  of  the  Beoretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Bowan,  It,  S.  Navy,  oommanding  V.  S.  8. 
Pawnee,  relative  to  the  atfair  at  Hathias  Point  and  announcing  the  appointment  of  Com- 
mander Craven,  V.  B.  Navy,  to  the  command  of  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Navy  Depahtment,  June  S9, 18G1. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  communication  of  the  27tli 
instant  in  relation  to  th<'  occurrence  at  Muthias  Point. 

You  will  return  down  the  Potomac  with  the  /'airnec  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable. CVimniiiuder  T.  T.  Craven  Law  been  ordered  to  tlie  command 
of  the  liotilla. 

For  his  courage  aud  gallant  Iwaring  at  Matbi:u!  Point  you  will  please 
rate  John  Williams,  captain  of  the  nniintop  of  the  I'mcnut,  master's 
mate,  at  S4(t  per  nutnth. 

The  Department  is  highly  gratified  with  your  report  of  the  gallantry, 
eoolnc-^s,  and  prcsenceof  ntind  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  and  has  expressed 
its  appreciatiou  in  a  separate  letter,  enclosing  au  extract  from  your 
report  to  him. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

f  Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 
b         Conimandinij  U,  6'.  /S'.  Fainwn,  Washini/tou. 
Let 
: 


Letter  of  commendation  tnm  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  V.  8.  Navy, 

tJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

Navy  Dki»artmknt,  June  i'9,  isni. 
Sin:  Annexed  is  an  extract  from  a  report*  of  Comntauder  8.  O. 
Rowan  in  relation  to  your  gallant  coudact  at  Mathias  Point  on  the  27th 

Seep.  537. 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

in.staut,  when  yon  lisid  comiiiand  of  a  detacbuit'iit  from  the  U.  S.  S. 
Pawnee.  The  l->i'i»artiiiout  bijithly  ajijurciates  your  brave  and  Loroic 
be«riug  on  the  Iryiiif;  oct-asiou,  iiml  is  liapity  to  ooniiiiaiiicate  to  you 
the  compliinontary  oxtnict  from  tbe  report  ol'  yourcommaudiii^  oflicei-. 
1  am,  resjiectrully,  etc., 

Gideon  NVklues. 
Lieuteuuut  J.  Ceossan  Chaplin, 

U.  A',  a.  I'awnee,  Washington. 


Na"VT  T>EPAnTMENT,  Jnnc  39,  ISdl. 
Bend  to  tbc  Departinent  the  flag  defended  by  John  Williams,  of  the 
Paicnee,  at  Mathias  Point. 

Gideon  VVelleb, 

Secretary  of  the  yarjf. 
Cominuuder  J.  A.  DAnLOEEN, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  SVojihinffUm,  J),  C. 


Report  of  BiigadieT-Oeneral  Holmes,  C.  S.  Army,  iraTiamittinf!:  report  of  Colonel  Boggle*,  C.  SL 
Arm;,  relative  to  the  affair  at  Hathiaa  Point. 

irEAUQfAETERS,  Beookb's  STATION,  Va.,  June  38, 1861. 
(rENEiiAX.:  Herewith  you  will  please  find  tbe  rejwrt  of  Colonel  Hug- 
gles  of  an  attair  at  Matbias  I'oiiit.  There  are  now  there  flfteoii  rom 
panics  of  volunteers,  and  1  have  ordered  a  section  of  Walker's  battery 
to  reenforee  tliein.  This  fince  1  think  suHicieut  to  prevent  a  lanili«(^ 
for  purpose  of  boldin},'  the  point.  If  it  be  your  dcifigu  to  eret-t  a  bat- 
tery there  to  eoniniaud  the  river,  1  think  instructions  to  that  ett'eet 
should  be  given  imniediutely  and  another  regiment  ordered  to  report  to 
me  for  its  defense  alter  eonslruetiou. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resixsctfuUy,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

T.  H.  Holmes, 
Jirigadier- General,  Vomtnandiiu/. 
General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Cotnmanding. 


[Enolutura.) 


Camp  Ruggles,  Yn. 


Headqi^artees, 

June  37,  J.Sdl — :i:30  p.  m. 


Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  state  for  the  iuforination  of  the  general  com- 
manding that  in  eoufonnity  to  his  orders  received  la«t  evening  at  7 
o'chH'k  I  ordered  Major  Mayo  with  his  battalion,  composed  as  indicated, 
to  pr<)cee«l  without  delay  to  Brooke's  Station,  for  which  ample  prejiara- 
tion  has  been  made,  to  commence  the  movement  to-morrow  morning. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  state  that  at  an  early  hour  this  morning  a 
steamer,  Bnp|)0sed  to  be  the  Freeborn,  and  two  tugs,  having  in  tow  a 
largo  open  boat  or  raft,  with  several  small  boats  suitable  for  huiding 
men,  took  position  nearly  in  front  of  this  cumi>,  and  was  represented  to 
have  etlected  that  j)uri)(ise.  The  employment  of  the  principal  part  of 
command  for  some  hours  was  thus  rendered  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
luct,  with  a  view  of  repcUing  the  enemy,  which  fortunately  pioved 


J 
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gronmllcss.  At  about  1  p.  iti.  our  pickets  roportt-d  that  the  Piioniy, 
wliosf  st^'anu'is  hail  ictiinicM  to  the  iiiiiiR'diate  vicinity  oC  Mutliins 
I'oiiit,  had  already  ollccted  a  Jaiiditii;-  ot  a  stronj;  deta(^)iiiieiil  oriiu-n  at 
the  (tniiit,  from  which  tlie  pickcls  were  uutiiily  driven  by  the  raluiij,'  lire 
of  sliell  and  siiot  fiom  the  eueuiy's  steamers.  The  condition  of  things 
rendered  vijijoroas  measures  on  our  iiart  itulis|ienaable,  and  which  has 
resulteil,  I  aui  Jiaiijiy  to  inform  yon,  in  <'oni[)lete  snccess.  The  enemy, 
who  had  landed,  as  before,  reported,  with  a  detaehuient  of  at  least  fifty 
men,  was  driven  after  a  short  eontliet  on  board  of  his  steamers  iu  a 
state  of  nndoubted  diseouilitnre,  an<l  imniecliately  withdrew  from  onr 
shores.  Nij;lit  ha\  in;;  closed  in  ab(uit  t  tie  lime  this  snccess  was  oiitaincd, 
fnll  |)articuliirs  as  to  any  toss  (if  the  eiiem,\'  have  not  yet  been  obtained. 
1  shall  embrace  au  early  moment  to  forward  detailed  reports  of  subor- 
dinate comtnandera. 

I  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  for  your  information  that  we  dis- 
covered, immediately  after  th(^  enemy  was  driven  o(f,  the  foundation  of 
a  regular  sanrl-ba<r  battery,  in  flic  erection  ot  which  considerable  jtrog- 
ress  had  been  made  dining'  the  brief  i)erio<l  the  enemy  had  occujued  tho 
position,  which  wonld  hiive  comjiletely  commanded  Mathias  Point, 
where  it  has  been  in  couteniplation  that  a  permanent  battery  may  bo 
established  commanding;  the  Potomac  River  channel.  In  additiou  to 
tho  sand  lia^fs  wi-  captured  a  considerable  number  of  axes  and  spades, 
a  very  larjie  coil  of  heavy  rope  (evidently  to  draw  heavy  puns  on  shore), 
left  by  the,  enemy  in  his  precipitate  Hi^ht.  I  have  been  thus  ])articnlar 
in  stating  the  arduous  service  in  which  this  entire  conunand  has  been 
en{j;a;;cd  to-day,  ami  from  whiidi  wo  have  this  moment  returned,  atl)-.3() 
p.  m..  to  apprise  you  as  to  ln)w  completely  paralyzed  we  are  for  the 
want  of  a  battery  of  heavy  gnns  to  command  the  cliannel  and  one  field 
battery  of  effective  rilled  gnns  to  enable  ua  to  drive  the  enemy's  steam- 
ers from  almost  every  portion  of  the  extended  ran{;e  of  coast  constantly 
threatened  by  them.  I>urinK  the  entire  peritMl  of  onr  operations  this 
aft<'riioi>n  one  or  more  of  the  enemy's  steamers  has  thrown  shot  and 
shell  in  ru\nd  successioJi,  sweeping  almost  tho  whole  sjiatre  in  which  the 
successive  jiositions  of  our  troops  were  taken,  and  at  times  greatly 
eixlangering  them.  Under  the  circumstances  I  am  constrained  to 
retpiest  that  you  will  send  me.  Captain  Walker's  light  battery  of  rifleil 
guns,  or,  in  the  event  that  it  can  not  be  spared.  Captain  l>raxton's  tield 
battery,  for  a  brief  period  of  service  which  I  consider  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  interests  of  the  State.  I  am  also  constrained  to  delay  tho 
movement  of  Major  Mayo's  command,  owing  to  the  very  critical  condi- 
tion of  atlairs  in  this  district,  rendering  it  necessary  to  employ  strong 
)iickels  totiiglit  and  to  commence  tlie  erection  of  breastworks  at 
Mathias  I'oint  and  near  (Irimes's  hou.se  without  a  moment's  delay,  an<l 
for  which  purjiose  detachments  are  now  moving  to  the  ground,  until  1 
may  be  enabled  t(t  receive  further  orders  of  the  general  in  the  case.  I 
have  reason  to  iipprehend  that  the  enemy  may  return  strongly  reen- 
forceil  before  morning.  I  have  the  gratification  of  being  able  to  bear 
testimony  as  to  the  excellent  tone  which  has  been  exhibited  by  this 
command  to  day  and  the  zeal  with  which  oflicers  and  men  have  partici- 
pated iu  the  stirring  .scenes  through  which  we  have  passed. 

In  conclusion  I  feel  constrained  to  express  the  opinion,  in  which  all 
the  lield  ofticers  concur,  that  without  artillery  this  command  can  not 
hold  this  iniiwrtant  position  and  j>reveut  the  enemy  from  etfecting  a 
substantial  lodgment  and  strike  an  irretrievable  blow  against  the  inter- 
est and  material  defen.ses  of  the  State. 
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I  have  Ui  icqui'st  tliiit  this  (iomniiiiiication  may  1>©  forwardcvl  to  tl 
War  l)»'])aitinoiit  uf  the  Oont'ederatc  (loveriiineut  as  uiy  rejiort  »if  tin 
avt'iit.s  of  the  thiy. 

I  Jim  ha])iiy  t<»  state  that  no  camtaltiea  have  CKX-nrred  tu  our  loru««. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J)ANIK1,    UlCKJLKS, 

Colonel,  Proriitional  Army 
Lieutenant  II.  11.  Wai.kkr, 

Aetiiiij  AHuixiant  Adjutdiit-driifral, 

lidqrx.  JJrjiartmcnt of' Fi'eilenrl.Hhiini^  Uruoki's  Slutioit,   \'tr 
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Saport  of  M^jor  Hayo,  C.  S.  Army. 

Mathias  Point,  Va.,  June  2S,  1861. 

Sill:  I  have  the  honor  of  coiniinMiicatiiij;  to  you  the  action   of  my 
command   yesterday.     About   ;i   oVtock    I   received   a  commiiniration 
from  Cnloufl  Urockt'iibnuifili  that  the  enemy  were  landinjr  at  the  point 
and  that  he  wished  my  eooin'tatiou.    The  distauee  from  my  cunip  to 
the  point  is  about  3  miles.     I  tmiiR-diiitely  put  my  command,  consisting 
of  one  cavalry  and  three  inl'aritry  companies,  in  motion.     On  anivin 
neai'  tlie  point  I  foun<l  Colonel  ("hiybronk  with  several  comjJiiiiifs  i 
reserve.     Heingcoalideut  that  I  was  better  a<*(|tiainted  with  tiie  toporj- 
I'aphy  of  this  (loiiit  tlian  almost  any  otliccr  in  tliis  district,  I  detennined, 
without  waiting:  further  orders,  to  tidce  my  command  tiiKiunh  the  wood 
in  an  entirely  dift'erent  direction  frmu  (hat  followed  by  Cohniel   I!ro<'k 
cnbron^;h  and  yourself.     Having;  heard  from  ("oloticl  lirockenbroufrh** 
jiickets  tliat  flu-y  (hoiifjlit  the  enemy  wi-rc  crectiiijr  a  battery  in  the 
l)iues  on  the  enel  of  the  point,  I  tcnik  ten  men  from  (Jajitain  (ionldin's 
company,  and,  hallinjj  the  rest  of  my  forces,  went  into  the  bushes 
with  them  to  a.scerlain  the  correctness  of  the  report.     Haviiijj  pro 
^iTessed  some  distance  into  the  i)ine8,  and  on  the  immediate  brink  of] 
the  river,  where  we  could  see  a  steamer  and  a  sail  vessel  about  'MM  or. 
4(10  yards  from  the  shore,  I   found  that  my  skirmishing;  jiarty  was  too 
small  to  examine  properly  the  ravines  and  bushes,  ami  returning'  to  my 
command  depltiyed  Captain  (iouldiu's  company  and  l.ec's  Lejiion  (under 
command  of  IJeuleiiant  I'lCaki,  Captain  Garnett  bein^i  sick  and  al)sent) 
dismounted  as  .skirmisheis,  leaviiijf  the  rest  of  my  command  in  re.serve. 
We  swept  entirely  throuj;h  the  bushes  on  the  point  and  did  not  get  iu 
view  of  the  enemy  until  we  r<*ache(l  a  marsh  that  separated  us  from 
them,  aiul  was  entirely  commanded  by  tlie  steanier  and  the  vessel.     Ou 
arriving  iu  this  jiositiou  we  discovered  tlie  enemj'  frcttinf;  into  their 
boats  about  'I'M  uv  ,'500  yards  distant,  and  \vc  inunediately  commenced 
a  Wiv  both  upon  the  boats  and  the  steamer.     The  boats  returned  our 
fire  two  or  throe  times,  and  then  all  of  their  men,  except  two  or  three 
who  had  fallen  overtioard,  lay  down  in  their  boats  and   it  was  tsomo, 
time  before  they  could  {jet  their  oarsmen  to  jjull  the  boats  from  the 
shore. 

We  feel  confident,  from  the  number  of  men  who  never  rose  from  the 
bott*)m  of  the  boats  and  the  bloivd  n|M>n  the  shore,  that  there  were 
eight  or  ten  killed  and  several  more  wounded. 

After  we  had  tired  five  <ir  six  rounds  the  steamer  ojiened fire  upon  n.s 
with  shot  and  shel!,  but  by  making  my  men  lie  down  nobody  was  hurt. 
After  tirinjj  several  times  went  liii^li  ui)  the  river  in  <irder  to  meet  their 
boats,  which  emiid  not  come  to  tliem,  as  they  wouhl  have  to  a]>])r<>ach 
nearer  to  our  skirmishers.     Having  accomplished  my  purpose  I  would 


m 
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I  not  allow  my  men  to  cross  the  marsh,  as  it  would  have  exposed  them  to 
a  rakiiifi;  tiiL-  from  the  steamer,  but  returned  in  the  same  direction  we 
had  (!omc. 

I  have  never  realized  nntil  yesterday  how  absolntely  necessary 
artillery  is  at  this  jtoint.  With  a  sinjilo  smooth- Ixue  12-])ound<'r  I 
could  have  sunk  thestennu'r  and  vessel  without  exi»osiiifj  my  men  more 
than  they  were.  I  am  luqipy  to  say  that  my  men  acted  very  jjallantly 
throujrhout  the  action. 
Vt-ry  respectlully  Mubmitted. 

Ro.  M.  Mayo, 

Major,  Vommanding, 

Colonel    I).  RlKMSLBS. 


Report  of  fommandtnit  nary  yard,  Waiihinotov,  regarding  maremcnlH 

United  iStatcx  vemtelg. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yaud, 

Wa)ihiHgton,  June  i'S,  18C1. 
Sir  ;  The  U.  S.  S.  Pawnet^  arrived  at  this  yanl  at  9: 30  a.  ni..  with  the 
body  of  Coniniauder  Ward  on  board. 

The  tufj  /»'o/>. //t'«/«<' returned  fo  this  yard  at  3  p.  m.  from  l''orlress 
Monroe,  etc. 

The  steamboat  Mount  Vernon  loft  the  yard  at  0:30  p,  m.  for  Fortress 
Monioe. 
I  ha\e  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiilokkn, 

C'ommandunt. 
Hon.  CiriKON  Welles, 

Iftecretory  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Seeretary  of  the  Naey  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  8,  Navy, 
to  a«t>nme  command  of  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Navy  Department,  Jmmc  38,  l80i. 
Sill:  Upon  the  completion  of  your  duties  as  a  member  of  the  court 
unarfial  now  in  .session  at  New  York,  you  will  in-oceed  to  Wsisliington 
'  City  and  reixut  in  jienson  at  the  I >ei)artmeut  for  the  command  of  the 
uaval  flotilla  eu)i)loyed  on  the  Potomac  Itiver. 
1  am,  re8i>ect fully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  JN'rttty,] 

Couunauder  Thomas  T.  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy, 

New  York, 


\Jteport  of  Lieutenant  lyoirry,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Thomas 
Freeltorn,  of  the  condition  of  that  vessel  upon  his  assuming  command. 

V.  S.  8.  Fbeebobn, 
Off  Aquia  Creel;  June  2^^  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obetlience  to  your  order*  of  yesterday  I  assumed  command 
of  this  vessel. 
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*  See  p.  .'>39. 


* 


TTpoii  cxaiiiin:ititin  I  have  to  ri'iioi  t  that  the  condition  of  said  vessel 
is  far  from  serviceable.  Tlie  fretiueiit  liriiiys  from  her  lieavyo^pound- 
ers  and  stern  gun  have  very  nuieli  sliattered  the  upper  works  and 
weakened  the  frame,  at  no  time  a  strong  one.  The  crow  are  very  much 
worn  out  by  exposure,  bad  ((uarters,  want  of  fresh  provisions,  and 
constant,  severe  duty.  The  sliijj's  account  of  stores,  men,  and  ammu- 
nition seems  to  be  in  utter  eonfusiun,  as  the  crew's  stores,  etc.,  of  all 
the  tlotiMii  c<iiiie  under  one  head.  Tlie  sudden  death  of  Comuinnder 
Ward  has  di'inived  me  of  all  clue  to  readily  taking  it  iu  band.  Tlie 
accounts  are  still  at  the  lutvy  yard,  New  York. 

<Jn  an  examination  of  the  magazine  I  found  only  C7  charges  of  pow- 
der, 32  shell,  HMt  round  sliot,  no  grape.  The  32-pounder  gun  is  worn, 
honeycombed,  and  past  etl'eetive  service. 

The  provisions  of  the  tiotilla  are  very  nnich  reduced,  as  |ier  report 
from  Acting  I'aynnister  |  lOdward)  Foster  enclosed.  The  propellers  | sic] 
order  from  this  shiii.  I  enclose  engineer's  report  on  condition  of  engines 
and  boilers,  which  speaks  for  itself.  The  vessel  leaks  badly.  Oil  yes- 
terday eleven  Sharps  riiles  were  lost  by  the  men  of  this  Hlii]i,  leaving 
only  ten  on  board,  insuflicieut  to  arm  her  mi  n  for  proper  defense. 
I  Lave  the  honor  to  be,  resi)ectfully,  etc., 

It.  B.  Ln\rRV, 
Lievtetiant,  CovimaiidiiKj  Frcehom. 

Commander  S.  O.  Kowan, 

Senior  Officer  Blockadinti  Potomac. 


[Rnclomire.] 

Potomac  Rivkk,  June  27,  ISCl. 

8ni:  The  following  damage  has  been  done  to  the  machinery  of  the 
U.  S.  8.  Freelmrn  and  will  need  repairing. 

The  engine  is  very  much  out  of  line;  the  expansion  joint  on  the 
exhaust  pipe  is  ciacked,  aiul  the  joint  m\  the  condenser  and  steam 
chest  is  blown  mit,  all  caused  by  the  ciiiinonading  the  vessel  has  been 
subjectcit  ti>. 

A  great  amount  of  saud  has  accummulated  in  the  boilers,  on  account 
of  our  haviufi  been  run  ashore  so  often,  and  rci[uire  cleaning.  Steam 
has  been  kept  on  the  boilers  constantly  since  the  12th  June. 

The  vessel  is  leaking  very  freely,  caused  by  having  been  hanl  aground 
several  times. 

There  are  about  fifteen  toua  of  coal  aboard.  The  state  of  the 
machinery  is  such  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  repairs  sbtmld  be  made 
without  delay. 

C  B.  Si'ENCKR, 

Chief  Engineer. 
Lieutenant  R.  15.  I-owry,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

CommaiidiiKj  U.  S.  .V.  Thomas  Freeborn. 


W  llALTlMORE,  June  -'O,  ISGI. 

I  When  in  Waaliindton  on  Tnesday  moriiin;»  I  bail  the  pleasure  of  biiviu^  a  oonver- 

I  aatioa  mth  you  in  regard  to  parllea  sliippmg  nooils  in  tlie  lower  part  of  Maryland, 

I  to  Oesbippea  thence  tn  ViTghua. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  A'ary  to  Commantlcr  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commandinti  Potomac  Flotilla  {pro  tern.},  forwarding  information 
regarding  nhipment  ofgoodg  in  the  Potomac  River. 

Navy  Department,  June  38,  1861. 
The  following  is  copied  from  a  letter  received  at  this  Department: 
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I  iiroiuiaed  to  cull  nud  soo  yon  again  before  I  left  for  lioltimoro,  litit  business 
proveulei]  mo. 

I  liivHteu  to  K>vo  you  all  tlie  inforuiatiou  I  cuii.  The  uumo  of  it  (tbc<  bont  i  is  Jda,  at 
Bnltiiiiore,  bound  for  the  Kii|)]):ibauiioi  k  Hiver.  The  captuin'M  iiutuo  in  Suttou. 
SoliooiiiT  ])iiinted  dark  Kreou,  with  a  rod  Ktrijie  round  her  bonds.  Tho  pmtlvinnu 
whii  sltipjicd  (he  t^oods  ou  tho  above  vt'gsel  b?ft  here  on  last  Friday  iiftnriuxiu  in  th« 
Ktciimcr  jS(.  }>'icholaii  for  I.eouariltown,  Md.,  with  ii  younj;  jiirl  in  his  cliarno  for  tho 
])nrii<)8i'  of  larryiun  letters  and  papers  ou  her  person,  and  from  there,  or  some  other 
point  in  the  neijjhborhood,  to  <  ross  the  Potomac  for  the  Virginia  shore. 

The  party's  name  is  William  liayue.  duiii;;  a  i'i;;ar  and  tobaeou  business  in  the  city 
of  lialtiuiore,  and  haviu);  a  bnitber  iu  Westmoreland  County,  Va.,  doiU);  business 
at  liaynesville,  Vh.,  2  miles  from  thw  Potomao,  oi>po8ite  Port '1  obaeco,  Md. 


Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Couimauder  S.  C.  Rowan. 


Gideon  Wklles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy,] 


Report  of  TAeutenant  Loirry,  U.  S.  Navy,  comnKinding  U.  S.  S,  Thomas 
Freeborn,  of  conditioji  of  affairs  on  his  line  of  blockade. 

U.  S.  S.  Frkebokn, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,. Tune  3!),  1861. 

SiE:  I  have  to  rejmrt  all  quiet  on  my  line  of  bluckadc.  Yesterday 
the  eiteniy  xxt  this  iilace  t'xiiuseil  five  liii'fie  fishing  boats  flilwl  with 
armed  humi,  which  he  wa.s  exeitisiii};  iii>  aiul  d<iwn  the  beach,  in  embaik- 
iiijj  and  disenibarkiuf;  aud  other  <lrills  beUiugiiig  to  buat  exjieditioiis. 
At  sunset  the  Jive  Itoats  were  left  oH'  the  beach  at  ditterent  points, 
extending  from  the  outer  point  with  the  ^Yhite  House  as  far  as  the 
gorge  below  tlio  railroad  carve.  I  am  convinced  that  he  is  preparing 
his  men  for  boat  service  of  some  sort.  Not  feeling  able  to  defend  this 
vessel,  with  her  guiirdsand  bulwarks,  against  a  strong  boarding  jiarty, 
I  deemed  it  ]jruilent  to  move  my  iiosition  till  daylight. 

The  Rt'liance  reconnoitered  off  Mathias  Point  all  of  yesterday. 
Lieutenant  Mygatt  reports  seeing  a  large  body  of  men  and  a  camp 
near  Grimes's  house.  The  master's  mate  in  charge  of  schooner  Danu 
reported  seeing  men  at  work  near  where  the  Pawnee?s  i)arty  had  been. 
Three  armed  steamers  from  Boston,  with  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Reg- 
iment, passed  this  morning  at  !•  a.  m.  They  reported  having  tried  their 
guns  ou  the  \wh\t  with  shell. 

Twj»  of  those  steamers  seemed  admirably  adapted  for  service  in  this 
river,  one  being  armed  with  four  heavy  broadside  guns,  the  other  with 
a  bow  and  stern  chaser,  evidently  rille;  names  Ciitnbridt/e  and  J'emhroke. 
On  going  to  (|uarters  last  night  at  11,  owing  to  the  susjiicions  inove- 
inenta  of  a  steamer,  which  iiroved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  I 
found  great  tlillieulty  in  working  the  gun  carriages  of  this  vessel.  Iu 
shifting  the  guns  from  the  turntable  to  the  slide,  great  nicety  must  be 
observed,  as  the  slightest  deviation  from  a  straight  line  destroys  the 
continuous  line  of  rails  and  prevents  the  running  out  to  lighting  posi- 
tion. A  lounecting  block  in  front  of  the  gun  is  also  difticnlt  of  adjust- 
ment; this,  at  night  when  the  men  must  go  by  feeliug,  is  a  serious 
objection. 
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Tlu're  is  not  in  tbis  vess«'.l  one  caitritljje  l»elt  or  box,  uot  one  belt  for 
cuptaia  of  gun;  never  lias  been. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  rospeetfully,  yoiif  obedient  servant, 

K.  II.  LOWRY, 
Lieutenant,  Vomnmndiuij  Freeborn. 
Couinuuider  S.  C.  UoWAN, 

Senior  Officer  of  FUttilla. 

IKtidorned  on  fiivclope.]    Since  sealinjj  this  two  tnuns  of  cars  huve 
arrived  at  Acpiia  titled  with  troops. 


IToloKmii.] 

'  Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C.|,  June  29,  1861. 
Captain  Kowan  wishes  the  Guf/  to  be  sent  down  the  river  ininiediiitcly 
with  some  coal  for  the  lirliantr  and  lifHoliilt:,  which  they  need  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Itappahaimock  to  intercept  the  schooner  Atiit. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgokn. 
Navv  Department. 


Send  her  immediately. 


[Taliignm.) 

Navy  Department,  June  39, 1861. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tliv  Navi/. 
Oai)taiii  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Oommantlttiit  yary  Yard,  WaMiujton, 


Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Nary,  senior  officer  present,  Potonuw 
Rircr,  to  Lieutenant  Loirry,  U,  K.  Nary,  eommavding  U.  S.  S.  ThoinoH 
Freeborn,  to  proceed  in  search  of  schooner  Ada,  tif  Baltimore. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Navy  Yard,  Wasliinyion,  June  S9,  ISOl 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  drs]nitch,  without  delay, 
one  of  the  tujjs,  tlie  Kcliancc  or  RrHiihtic,  to  blockade  tlie  Iia|)[tabannuck 
Kiver  at  its  entrance  and  to  keep  :i  vigilant  Wiitrh  for  the  sclioouer  Aiia, 
of  Baltimore,  reported  to  be  bound  tiiere  with  provisions  for  the  rebels. 
You  will  direct  (be  coiunuiuder  of  the  tug  to  take  from  the  James  (Jut/ 
as  much  coal  as  will  be  necessary  for  a  blockade  of  two  weeks,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  he  will  return  to  A<piia  Creek,  unless  he  should 
sooner  full  in  with  and  capture  the  Ada,  in  wliich  case  lie  will  return 
with  bis  prize  to  Washington,  leporting  to  you  en  passant. 

The  Ada  is  a  schooner  behmgiuy  to  Baltimore,  painted  dark  green, 
with  a  re<l  stripe  round  her  bends. 

The  captain's  imme  is  Sutton.  William  IJayue  is  the  name  of  tlie 
shipper.  He  left  Haltiinore  for  l.eonardtown  in  the  St.  Nicholas  on  Fri- 
day, accompanied  by  a  young  girl  for  the  jairpose  of  carrying  letters  on 
her  i»erson. 

You  will  order  the  other  tug  to  visit  Leonardtowu  and  St.  Marys,  and 
should  the  vessel  be  found  there  or  in  the  river  or  in  the  bay  you  will 
diivft  either  of  the  tugs  to  capture  her. 


d 
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1  send  you  coal  and  provisions.    Distribiito  tbeiu  as  required  iind  see 
to  the  wants  of  the  si'hoouerR. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  KOWAN, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  in  the  Potomac. 

liieutfiinnt  1!.  P..  Lowry, 

Commandiiiij  ISteaiiier  Freeborn,  Aquia  Creel:, 


Capture  of  the  steamer  fit.  Nwholav,  June  29,  1861. 

Beport  of  lieutenant  Lowiy,  TT,  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  B.  S,  Thomai  Freeborn,  forwarding 
infonnatian  regarding  the  capture  of  Uie  steamer  St.  Nicholas, 

[U.  S.  S.]  FeI'^khokn, 
<tff'  Atjiiiii  Creek,  June  .HI  [Juli;  i|,  1S<11. 

Sir:  I  send  Actiiip  Master  Undd  to  you  with  iiitbrinatiou  conveyed 
by  Lieiitoiiant  ]\Iyjratt.  Mr.  I'udd's  rf|tort8  will  convey  to  you  tlio  state 
of  aflaiis  (hiwn  lielow.  I  think  Mr.  Myji,Mtt  di<l  riyht  in  going  to  llag- 
ofTiccr  at  llani])t(ni. 

I  shall  {juard  the  river  as  well  as  I  possibly  can.  On  every  hand  the 
rebels  sccni  to  he  gctlinj;  hoMer,  while  our  force  is  ftefting  weaker.  1 
send  the  two  men  cajitured  by  Mygatt,  Please  send  the  Resolute  bavk 
at  once,  as  I  am  all  alone. 

|R.  B.  LOWTIY, 
Lietitennnt,  Commandinff,\ 
(("ominandcr  S.  C.  KowAN, 

Commiindiiiy  Steamer  Pawnee,  Aquia  Creek,] 

[Buc1o«un^] 

U.  S.  S.  llEl.iANCK,  June  :S0,  18G1. 

Sir:  After  leaving  the  steamer  Mount  Vertutn  I  mtu\e  the  best  of  my 
way  down  the  I'otomae  Kiver. 

On  my  way  down  a  boat  was  seen  that  was  trying  to  escape  to  the 
Virginia  shore.  In  it  were  two  men.  Tiiey  state  that  the  »S7.  Xicholaa 
was  captured  by  a  party  of  men  off  Point  Lookout,  who  went  on  board 
in  women's  clothes  at  tlie  ])ointan<l  tt»ok  ]iossession  of  her  after  leaving 
the  wharf.  She  was  afttjrwards  taken  into  Coan  Kiver  and  then  taken 
down  the  bay,  the  man  says,  into  the  Rappahannock. 

lie  aceonnts  for  his  being  in  the  river  by  saying  that  he  had  taken 
some  men  over  who  were  on  their  way  to  Baltimore,  and  that  they  gave 
him  ^")  in  paper  nioin-y.     On  examining  I  found  $1.'5  in  Virginia  )>ai)er 


I 


money  and  70  cents  in  silver. 
to  send  tlie  men  t^>  you. 
Respectfully,  etc., 


Under  the  circumstances  I  think  it  best 


J.  P.  K.  Mygatt, 

Aetiny  Liententinf. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  B.  Lowry, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Freeborn. 

[P.  S.j — Ui>on  ronsultiug  with  Mr.  Hudd  I  find  that  it  is  not  known 
where  tlie  St.  Xirholas  is.  Hoth  he  and  myself  think  that  the  best 
plan  is  for  ine  to  <,'o  right  to  the  lioads  and  inform  Flag-Oflicer  String- 
liaui,  as  there  is  a  chance  of  the  steamer's  doing  much  iiivs«.W\fe^.     N-^^sa^ 


8cl  can  get  to  tbe  mouth  of  tlie  TJappabiuiiiock  sooner  from  Old  Point 
^haii  from  Wasbinpton.     Hoping  that  you  will  approve  of  the  decision, 
.  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  r.  K.  Mygatt, 

Actiiuj  Lieutenant. 


ITelcsram] 


Baport  of  oommandant  naT;  yard,  Washington. 

Navy  Yabd  [Washington,  D,  C],  July  1, 1861. 
the 


Navy  Yabu  [Washington,  D.  C],  July  1,  1S61. 
The  RAiance  is  up  from  below  and  reports  the  seizure  of  the  St,\ 
Xicholan  at  Point  Lookout  on  Batnrday  morning,  supposed  to  be  taken] 
to  the  ItappaUaiuMK'k. 

John  A.  DAni.GKEN, 

CommaHflant. 
K    Navy  Department. 

^^^8in:  The  TieHoluic  has  just  (2  p.  m.)  arrived  from  below,  bringing  1 
information  of  tlic  si'izure  of  the  St.  Xirholas  at  Point  Lookout  by  ii 
party  of  men  Just  aftiT  niidniglit  on  Saturday  morning.  They  carried 
the  steamboat  over  to  CJonu  Ktver,  and  after  a  short  stay  left,  supposed 
for  the  KappahaiiMock. 

The  Frci-boni  is  otl"  Aquia,  and  rejiorts  that  the  J'age  has  had  steam 
up;  also  the  presence  of  tliree  large  launches  at  Aquia  wharf  with  men, 

■  who  are  being  exercised. 
The  Reliance  vt'iioTta  the  continued  passage  ot'nien  from  Maryland  in  • 
the  lower  Potoniae.     Passed  Mathias  Point  early  this  morning  and  saw^ 
only  the  iisnal  pickets. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  Pocahonta.t  has  not  yet  left  Alexandria. 

Captain  Dove  came  \\\}  to  the  yard  not  long  since,  and  I  urged  him  to 

return  to  his  vessel  ami  proceed  at  once  down  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resiiectfidly, 

I  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Gommamhint. 
Hon.  (liDEON  Welles, 
Sccri'tarij  of  the  Xai'tf. 


I 
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tetter  from  Charles  Worthington  esq,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  reporting  the  oaptnre  by 
a  party  of  Confoderatos  of  the  steamer  St.  Nidiolas. 

Washington,  July  1,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  stciimer  St.  Xirholag  left  Baltimore  on  Friday  last  at 
4  p.  m.,  laden  with  freight  for  the  consumption  of  the  citizens  of  St. 
Mary's  an<l  Charles  counties,  Md.,  and  with  other  cargo  for  Washing- 
ton, Alexandria,  and  (ieorgetown.  She  also  had  on  board  a  number  of 
passengers  who  were  to  be  landed  at  her  regular  landings  on  the 
Maryland  shore  of  the  T'otomac  Kiver. 

It  is  re[)ort.ed  by  the  olli«'ers  of  the  steamer  I/inmoiid  State,  which  ^ 
arrived  here  on  Saturday,  that  they  saw  her  about  1  o'clock  that  morn-  wk 
ing  leaving  Point  Lookout  and  heading  under  great  si)eed  for  the  Vir-  || 
giuia  shore,  presumed  to  be  destined  to  Kin.sale.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  she  was  taken  forcible  iiossession  of  either  by  parties  who 
came  passengers  ou  her  from  Baltimore  or  by  a  force  fcom  Virginia 


I 


iiy  KUspicKiiis  persons 
lelt  liiiltiiiroiT,  hut  siu'h  limy  liavobeen  the  case  uukuowii  to  her  officers 
Nothing;  lias  bcL-ii  heard  ol'  her  since. 

1  will  add  thai  after  an  interview  with  youi-.self  and  your  chief  clerk' 
a  week  siiiee,  i  Uuik  passaj^o  on  her  on  Tnesdaj'  last  for  Baltimore  for  the 
imrpost)  ol  consiiltin^r  with  Ca|itaiti  Ward  as  t-o  the  most  efl'ectual  mode 
of  pri'veiitin};  the  landing  on  the  ^laiyJaiid  shore  of  any  articles 
intended  for  transportation  across  the  river  into  >'ir{riuia  and  at  the 
same  tinn;  uvtjidint;  any  unnecessary  detention  to  her.  The  arrautjfv 
meut  we  made  was  iinitually  satisfactory,  ainl  he  [ironiised  to  meet  Ler 
on  every  Satiinlay  moniing  at  the  inoulli  of  the  river  and  friv<^  her  a  pass 
tojiroeeeil  on  lier  tri|».  IJiitalas!  lie  is  no  moie.  Doubtless  ill  dis|HKsed 
persons  took  a<lvauta}j;e  of  the  absence  of  a  (5overnmeut  vessel  and, 
made  the  seizure.  As  the  lives  and  iiroperty  of  loyal  citizens  of  Mary- 
laud  and  the  Itistrict  of  Columbia  are  hazarded  by  her  detention,  maj 
1  ask  that  measures  may  at  once  [be]  taken  for  her  recapture, 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Ghas.  Worthington. 

Don.  (UuEON  Welles, 

Sevrctury  nf  Xary.  .   ■ 


Letter  from  Samuel  Hink*.  eaq.,  to  tbe  Beoretsry  of  the  Nayj,  regarding  steamer  St.  Hicb^ai. 

IJALllMORE,  July  i',  ItiOl. 

Dear  Sir:  1  heard  today  that  the  steamboat  St.  Nicholas  afl'air  wai 
a  trap  .set  to  (tatdi  the  I'diruer.    There  may  be  other  enterprises  of  the' 
same  eliarueter  on  foot  aud  i(  would  be  well  to  bo  ou  the  lookout  for 
them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Hinks. 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Nary, 


Order  of  the  SecreUiry  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Holmes,  C.  8. 

Army. 

War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  June  35,  1S61, 
Sir:  You  are  autlmrized  to  cooi)erate  with  Lieutenant  Lewis,  C.  8, 
Navy,  with  any  jviiit  of  the  force  under  your  command,  as  you  may, 
deemadv  isable,  in  the  <iperat ions  which  he  has  explained  te  this  Depart 
meut  and  with  which  you  are  aei|iiainted. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servaut 


General  T.  IL  Holmes, 

Vomnmiiditii/  at  Frcdfrickabunj. 


L.  r.  M'alkeu, 

8eiTet<i ry  of  ll'wr. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Holmes,  C.  S. 

Army. 

War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

liivlimond,  June  37,  ISo'l. 
Sir:  If  yon  deem  the  suggestions  of  Commander  Lewis  feA&vUUv 'i<s« 
are  authorized  to  detail  500  troops  foe  tVift  \>\\T\)0«ft.  oS.  ««ssv*Kt'i!C\\vt 
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bim.     In  doiiip  this  it  would  h<-  proper  to  select  fi-oni  tb« different  regi- 
ments un<ler  your  command. 

If,  however,  you  do  not  concur  witli  Coniraander  Lewis  in  the  feasi- 
bility of  theundertitkiiif,',  it  V  ill  Ite  jtropcr  lor  you  los«-iid  adetiiclinieiit 
of  troojis  (o  C'oan  Itivcr  to  Hit(ipiirt  liiiii  in  the  event  he  should  fiii<l  it 
necessary  to  run  in  jit  tliat  point. 
Very  reapectlully, 

L.  P.  Walkek, 

Secretary  of  Wttr.    _ 
Bri},'a<lier-General  IIolmks, 

Aqiiia  Creek,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Seorelaiy  of  the  Navy  of  lbs  Confederate  States  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 

Confedetato  States. 

[No  date. J 
Dkau  Sir  :  (ieneral  Holmes  suggests  that  instead  of  obtaining  vol- 
untfcrs  from  him  you  order  the  Tennessee  regiment  to  the  tluty 
rei|uired  in  our  joint  niadiiniitioiis  against  tlie  '-peace  and  dignity''  of 
Abraham  ainl  tlie  I'airnec,  and  that  a  line  from  you  (o  Colonel  Hate 
would  " ciitlHuse"  them,  etc.  (Captain  Maury  calls ou  ytm  at  my  request 
to  atteiitl  to  this.  Our  coinniamh-r,  Lewis,  of  the  Navy,  wilt  comiuaud 
the  jiarty  atioat  and  will  succeed. 
Truly,  etc., 

lion.  Secbktaky  ok  Wab. 


S.  R.  M. 


Eeport  of  Brigadier-Oeaeral  Holmev,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquartkks, 
Broolie's  ,Statio>i,  June  2T,  ISdl, 

SiK:  In  answer  t«i  yours  relative  to  coo]>erating  with  Coniniaiuler 
Lewis,  Confederate  Navy,  I  have  resjiectfully  to  say  that  I  did  not  feel 
jusfilicd  in  ordering  voMiuteer  ti'oops  on  an  expeilifion  so  fiauj-bt  with 
ruinous  c(Hisci|uences  if  it  failed,  and  the  success  of  which  reiiuireil 
(hat  so  many  conlingencics  should  be  eflcctually  accomi)li.shed.  I 
refertcd  (lie  matter  to  tlie  colonels  of  regiments  and  they  deeliuetl  to 
volunteer  llicir  men. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  tibedient  .'servant, 

Til.    11.    lIt>LMK.S, 

liriijotUcr- General,  Comntaudiny. 
I  toil.  L.  P.  Walkek, 

Secretary  of  Win; 


Beport  of  Biigadier-Oeneial  Holmes,  C.  S.  Army. 

IlEADVlTABTEnS, 

Brookf\  Station,, } \tnv  ^it'iy  ISGl. 
SzR:  Pursuant  to  your  instructions  received  last  night  1  dispatched 
Colonel  Bate,  with  the  efl'ective  force  of  bis  regiment  pre.seut,  to  sup- 
port Commander  Lewis,  C.  S.  Navy.     I  consider  Ihe  command  (alK>ut 
40(t)  uuueccssarily  strong,  as  Colonel  bate  is  positively  ordered  to  take 
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uoimi't  ill  tlio  expedition  ou  the  water.  I  sincerely  hope  your  excel- 
lency will  tHit  cousidiT  nic  extra  cautious  in  this  matter,  for  when  we 
considci'  that  an  iitdis[H'iisaU]e  rciinisite  ti»  success  wiudd  l)c  the  ahso- 
lutc  coucealriiciit  nl'  .'{(Kt  or  10(1  men  on  a  con)parati\ply  small  stcauier, 
and  thiisc  men  iiutrainei!  volunteers,  and  that  this  is  (tidy  one  of  several 
other  c(mtin}reni-ies  eiinally  (lillicnlt  to  bo  reconciled,  it  seems  to  me 
that  success  would  be  niiriicnlons. 
m  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I  TlI,   II.    UOLMES, 

I  Brigadier- OeiuTal,  Commanding, 

I  Hon.  L.  P.  Walkkb, 

I  Sccrctart/  of  War. 

1: 


EztneU  from  notes  by  Conmuuider  Geoige  N.  Holliiu,  0.  8.  Kayy. 


f 


At  C  o'clock  a.  m.,  June  IS,  ISIil,  I  left  lialtimore  on  the  Mtirii  Tl'a»7«- 
ington,  a  steamboat  running  to  tlie  I'atuxeid.  On  landing  at  one  of 
the  landings  on  the  river  I  went  to  the  plantiitmn  of  Mr.  S.,  where  1 
suggested  the  idea  (wldidi  originatctl  eidirely  wuli  myself),  of  seizing 
the  i^t.  A' ichuhis,  a  iioiit  rniining  between  liaJtinioie  and  W'asliingtini.anil 
manning  ber  with  volnnteeis,  antl  tlien  to  take  tlic  I'(i)ntii\,  a  rnited 
States  steamer  connnanded  by  Yankee  Ward,  and  wliieb  wiis  a  great 
annoyance  to  the  boats  on  the  Potomac.  1  was  told  that  the  ])lan could 
not  be  carried  out,  as  tl.v>re  were  so  many  I'nitm  men  about;  that  itnuist 
be  cerlidnly  discuvcie<l  i>efore  itcould  be  execirted.  [''iiidifig  I  coidd  not 
a<*t  there,  1  crossed  (lie  I'otonnic  in  an  open  Ixuit  (tnlh-d  by  hair  lu'groes. 
On  leaching  the  Virginia  side  I  went  to  tiie  residence  of  Dr.  llowc 
[lloocj,  about  2b  miles  from  Fredericksburg.  This  place  I  reached  at 
1  a.  ni.  This  gcntlt-nnin  wiis  n  perfect  stningertiv  nie,  bat  he  received 
me  kindly,  entertained  ine  handsomely,  bo  and  his  cliarining  family  so 
soon  tu  bo  retulcred  lionseiessainl  homeless  by  the  incendiary  act  of  the 
vandal  Captain  Itinld,  of  the  Tnitcd  States  gunboat,  a  name  ever  to  be 
remenibeifd,  desecrated  as  the  insulter  of  unprotecti'd  females,  flring 
into  Itanrs  and  houses,  and  everything  but  what  might  have  been 
expected  of  an  otlicer  or  a  gentleman. 

The  sanu-  day  I>r.  llowo  |llooc|  chartered  a  buggy  and  drove  me  to 
Kredeiicksbnig,  where  I  iirrived  at  <>  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  On 
registering  my  name  at  the  hotel,  a  gentlemen,  Mr.  Chew,  introduced 
liiniself  to  me  and  iusisted  most  kiinlly  on  taking  me  to  his  house, 
where  be  entertained  nic  nu>st  !ninds(unely  and  hosjatably.  Ne.xt  nn)rn- 
ing  1  went  to  Itichniond  on  the  cars.  I  immediately  jiroceeded  to  the 
Navj'  Department  and  iep(U'te<l  jnyself  to  the  Secretary,  and  at  once 
received  my  commission  as  capt^iin  in  the  Confederate  States  Mavy. 
After  getting  my  i)ositi(ai  and  conunission  I  went  into  the  Bureau  of 
Details,  where  I  met  many  of  my  old  friends,  who  had  also  resigned — 
Barron,  Matu'y,  Lewis,  Spotswood,  and  nmuy  others,  in  conversation 
in  that  otlico  I  suggested  my  jdan  of  seizing  tin-  iS7.  aVi(7n)/«»  and  carry- 
ing oat  tin;  scheme  that  had  suggested  itself  to  me  at  Colonel  S's.  I 
was  lold  that  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Mallory,  would  not  agree  to  the  plan, 
but  that  the  governor  (Letcher)  would.  1  then  remarked  that  I  wouhl 
obtain  Mr.  Mallory's  pe.rndssion  to  apply  to  the  governor.  I  walked 
into  Mr.  Mallory's  room  and  asked  his  pernnssion.  He  granted  it,  and 
I  at  once  went  straight  to  the  governor's.  When  I  nnide  my  proposi- 
tion, Governor  Letcher,  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  acceded  tu  lk\<i. 
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proposal  and  gave  nic  a  draft  for  $1,000  to  send  North  for  aniiK  loi 
men,  etc.  IIo  then  and  there  introduced  nic  to  Colonel  TboDuu,ii 
Maryland,  alias  Zarvona,  as  a  person  who  could  be  triisted  to  go  Xoni 
and  i>incliase  arms  or  transact  other  business.  That  same  aftcrnouul 
started  oil'  for  Point  Lookout  via  rredericksburg.  After  I<'a\  ing  Fmi- 
ericksburg  1  met  my  two  sous,  who  Avere  on  their  way  tt>  IJichinoou 
they  joined  uic,  of  course.  That  next  evening  we  i'et:r»>ssed  the  l'(iu« 
mac  to  the  Maryland  side,  St.  Mary's  County,  where  1  went  to  Ibi 
house  of  a  friend  and  remained  uutil  sundown,  when  I,  u\y  two  suii^ 
and  live  men  started  in  a  wagon  in  a  pouring  rain,  a  nasty,  dirty  ui;:bn 
for  Point  Lookout,  wlicie  the  »S7.  Xichalas  hail  to  .stop  on  her  way 
Washington.  About  au  hour  after  our  arrival  at  Point  Lookout  tbeM. 
A'«V/«»/a«  came  to  the  wliarf.  After  reaching  the  Maryland  side  1  siguti 
the  draft  and  Colonel  'I'ltouias  took  the  Patuxent  boat  and  went  on  to  Bai 
tiuioreand  Philailel|)hia  lo  i»tiriliase  the  arms,  etc.  I  directed  him  to  pel 
tho  arms  and  ritiirn  down  {lie  bay  in  the  St.  yicholaa,  and  pet  as  uianj 
men  to  join  him  as  hecoHhl.  I  also  stated  to  him  that  I  sLoiiId  joni  him 
at  Point  LookiKit,  At  1-  p.  ni.  miihiight  1  went  on  board  with  my  party 
I  saw  Coiuni'l  'l"li<unas  dressed  as  a  woman,  to  avoid  suspieioii,  as  heba 
higli,  large,  t  ranks  such  as  milliners  use;  they  contained  arms  ami  auim 
nition.  1  tohl  Colonel  T.  to  linid  himself  in  readiness;  a.s  soon  as  i 
cleared  the  wharf  we  would  take  the  steamer.  In  a  few  niiiiiite.s  » 
left  till'  vvliaif  and  1  snon  made  the  api»ointeit  signal.  The  trunks  wei 
then  o|ieiicil,  the  men  seized  the  arms;  I  took  a  musket,  or  rather 
Sharps  rille,  and  a  pair  of  pistols,  I'an  up  to  the  wheelliouse,  jiut  ni 
ham!  on  the  capiain's  shoulder  and  told  liim  1  had  captured  his  boat,  ar 
ordered  him  to  take  the  boat  over  to  Coati  liiver,  but  he  deelined,  sa; 
ing  he  was  no  pilot.  I  told  him  I  knew  he  was  a  pilot  and  that  if  li 
did  not  ]alot  mo  over  1  wuulil  set  lite  to  the  .S7.  jV(c//o/<m  and  land  al 
my  men  in  his  boats,  as  1  was  determined  she  should  not  fall  into  th 
hands  of  the  enemy.  1  learned  since  that  the  captain  became  s 
uneasy  that  another  man  piloted  her  over.  About  an  hour  after  in; 
arrival  at  Coan  River  Landing  a  body  of  Confeilerate  soldiers  aui 
sailors  came  down  to  assist  nie,  the  soldiers  commanded  by  Capf,:ui 
Lewis.  I  then  lead  the  i'.altinuire  niuniiiig  jtajyers  and  ascertained  tha 
Ca])lain  Waul  had  been  killed  while  making  an  attack  on  Mathin 
I'oiut  and  all  the  gunboats  had  left  the  river  and  gone  up  the  river  ti 
Washington  to  the  fiuieial. 

There  were  several  passengers  on  bfiard,  but  I  landed  (hem  and  gavi 
permission  to  all  who  wished  to  return  to  Baltimore  to  do  so.  Fei 
returned,  as  nearly  all  were  on  their  way  South,  and  although  it  wa 
Sunday  the  ladies  amused  tliemselves  by  making  Confederate  flags  oil 
of  the  Yankee  (lags  I  had  captured. 

Finding  tliere  was  no  chance  of  capturing  the  Paicnee,  and  deeminj 
it  unsafe  to  remain  where  I  was  in  a  steamer  without  guns,  1  resolv 
to  go  up  to  Fredericksburg,  and  immediately  ran  out  into  the  Che.s» 
peake  15ay.  I  saw  a  line  brig;  ran  alongside  of  her;  she  proved  to  \m 
the  brig  MontkeUo,  from  Itio,  loa(b?d  witli  cofb-e  and  hound  for  l!alti 
more.  I  merely  captured  her,  taking  the  crew  on  board  the  <S7.  Nicholas 
and  leaving  the  captain  and  his  wife  on  board,  as  I  did  not  wish  to  te 
rify  tho  lady  or  render  her  uncomfortable.  I  |>ut  Lieutenant  Hobe 
[1).J  Miimr  on  board  with  orders  to  take  the  brig  to  I'^redericksbur; 
The  collee,  a  full  cargo,  was  a  great  treat  to  our  "boys  in  gray,'' 
were  already  beginning  to  endure  sonic  of  the  many  privations  th 
made  them  in  later  days  "truly  an  army  of  martyrs."  In  an  hour 
less  I  captured  a  schooner  from  liostou  loaded  with  ice  and  bound  f 
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WaslMii^rton.  I  plaied  an  ollicer  and  prize  crew  on  board  and  dis- 
patched her  to  Frederickslnirj;.  Tlic  ice  just  got  tbcre  in  time,  for  the 
wonnded  and  sick  in  tlie  Lospitiils  were  suflering  for  tho  want  of  it;  and 
the  Yankee  captain  of  the  schooner  attcndol  tlie  sale,  and  seeinp  thi^ 
fine  prices  paid  lor  the  ice  he  came  U>  nie  and  piojxtsed  that  lie  shonld 
go  to  Boston,  get  another  vessel  loaded  with  ice,  bring  her  down  and 
let  nie  know  precisely  when  to  meet  him  that  I  ndght  cajiture  him,  take 
the  vessel  to  Fredericksbnrg.  sell  the  ice  and  divide  the  (iroceeds. 
Would  anyone  bnt  a  Yankee  have  been  guilty  of  such  rascality?  Ue 
had  a  splendid  Hag  of  a  74,  an  ensign  that  Im  had  borrowed  from  the 
navy  yard.  Iloston,  to  hoist  on  the  occasion  of  Douglas's  death,  but  of 
that  same  ensign  a  goodly  rnimber  of  secession  llags  were  made.  I 
next  captured  another  ve.s.sel  from  I'altimore,  loadeil  with  coal,  bound 
to  Hoston — a  most  foitunate  prize,  as  I  was  on  my  last  bucket  of  coal 
ill  the  W.  yivholan.  I  tilled  up  as  1  went  along,  as  I  began  to  feel  a 
little  I'earfnl  that  some  of  the  gunboats  might  bo  after  me,  so  we  went 
up  to  Fredericksburg,  I  towing  my  prize.  We  reached  there  safely. 
The  (lovernment  bought  the  iSL  Xichohoi  for  about  A-l.j.tHlO  and  tnrncfl 
her  into  a  gunboat.  The  cofifeo  .sold  well,  but  as  she  was  a  Baltimore 
vessel  and  owned  by  gentlemen  of  that  city,  tJovernment  ascertivined 
the  price  of  the  coflee  in  Baltimore  au<I  i>aid  Messrs.  Spcnce  and  lieid 
12  cents  a  pound,  and  sold  it  at  -5  or  30  cents  in  Richmond.  The  ves- 
sel was  retunie<l  to  the  owners.  I  then  went  to  Richmond  and  was 
ordereii  to  the  eomniiind  of  fortirteations  on  the  James  River.  After 
having  be«'n  there  for  some  time,  and  knowing  1  was  not  competent  to 
build  longshore  fortifications,  whatever  other  navy  oflicers  might  have 
been,  1  apjiiied  tor  other  duty  more  in  the  line  of  my  profession,  and 
was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  station  at  New  Orleau.s,  with  the 
rank  of  commodore. 


List  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  iteamer  St.  Richolai,  under  command  of  Captain  George  N. 
HoUins,  C.  8.  Navy,  when  she  captured  the  prixea  Uontioello,  Korjr  Pierce,  and  Uargaret  in 
Cheiapeake  Bay,  Jane  29,  1661, 

Offleers. — George  N.  Hollins,  captain;  Charles  C.  Simms,  Robert  D, 
Minor,  lieutenants;  Charles  E.  Thorbnrn,  lieutenant,  Virginia  navy; 
Thomas  Skinner,  acting  master;  Algerncin  S.  (iarnett,  assistant  sur- 
geon ;  Chailea  Schroeder,  first  assistant  engineer;  John  W.  Tynan,  sec- 
ond assistant  engineer;  John  M.  Maury,  captain,  provisional  army  of 
Virginia;  J^ichard  L.  Jlanry,  first  lieutenant,  provisional  army  of  Vir- 
ginia;   Harrow, Yancey,  Army  oflieers. 

Sinmen. — John  Curran,  Peter  .Manning,  John  Colbert,  Daniel  W. 
Williams,  Charles  Summers,  James  M.  Smith,  Owen  Corbatt,  Diram 
^\'lletmore,  Louis  Buissere,  Autonio  Frances,  George  Bennett,  Ilenry 
Cheny. 

OrtJiiHu-y  seamen. — James  P.  Hunt,  James  Murray,  Nicholas  Brady, 
lulward  Cone. 

Laiidsinnn. — James  Thompson. 

Mari/l/inil  Xouaren. — Colonel  R.  Thomas  of  Kichard,  commanding; 
George  11.  Alexander,  F.tiib.son.  lieutenants;  Fred.  II.  I loUins,  George 
N.  Ilollins,  jr.,  William  ()'Keefe,  William  Powers,  R.  Fellon,  Francis 
I>ullin,  Joseph  Thompson,  G.  II.  Fra/.ier,  John  Daley,  (ieorge  Watt.s, 
John  Brown,  James  Laughlin,  Richard  Fuller,  Samuel  Tatem,  privates. 
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Report  of  Lieutoittnt  Loicrij,  I'.  S.  Xaey,  foiiuiiaitilmif   V.  S,  6".  The 
Freeborn,  transmUtinij  report  of  Lieutenant  Mj/j/att,  U,  S.  Xary,  eom-\ 
mamling  U,  8.  S.  Reliance,  regarding  destruction  of  sloop  Passenger. 

[U.  8.  8,J  Fkeeuorn, 
Off  Aquiii  Creek,  June  30,  ISiJl. 
SiK:  I  enclose  a  report  from  Lieutenaut  Mygatt  with  pafiera.     As  it 
is  near  dark,  witli  a  lieavy  squall  api)roiicliiii{r,  I  <lo  not  wish  to  detain 
the  Mount  \'(rnon  hy  an  iiivestigatitm. 
Respectfully, 

B,  B.  Low^Y, 
Lieutenant,  Comnmnding  J'^reebom. 
Cuniiuaiuler  S.  O.  BowAN,  U.  S.  Navy, 

fknior  o;fficcr,  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Beferred  to  Oaptaiu  DaU^eu  with  all  the  i)apera  sent  mo. 

S.  C,   KOWAN, 

Couiinantirr. 

[Enckmnrp.] 

IT.  S.  8.  Beliajjoe,  June  .90,  istJJ.' 
Sib:  This  morning  on  my  way  down  the  river  I  fell  in  with  a  sloop 
(■aiisized.  A  niomeiit  after  we  saw  a  man  floating  in  the  water,  evi- 
dently tryiuf^  to  cdnreal  himself  by  lloating  hvliind  the  eeiiterho.ird, 
wliic'ji  he  was  usinj;;  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Viifjinia.  Knclosed 
1  send  you  some  ]iapi'rs  that  were  found  on  him  which  are  apparently 
trivial,  but  may  jrtve  some,  information. 

She  was  tlie  slou[>  Pusxeiiiier^of  Baltimore.     The  man's  name  i.s  Kerr. 
He  says  that  he  <Tossed  to  yirj,'inia  on  Thursday  last.     I  have  dcatroved 
thesloo]).     I  have  not  met  the  lirnohite.    Excuse  my  writing  in  pencil, 
as  1  am  in  a  gnat  hurry. 
Be.spect fully,  etc., 

J.  P.  K.  -My (J ATT, 

Lietttctiant. 

Lieutenant  (Jummauding  B.  B.  LoWEY, 

r.  S.  8.  Freeborn. 

[P.  S.] — I  send  the  man  to  you  with  this.  She  is  the  sloop  Passcng^ 
of  Baltimore.  I  have  destroyed  lier.  The  man's  name  is  Kerr,  He 
says  that  he  haa  deBerted  from  A'irginia.     I  <lo  not  believe  liim. 

[  SubcnoloaurBfl .  1 


By  steamer  exjuess  to  either  Setterly  roint,  Hog  Point,  or  Poiiv 
Patience,  in  St.  .Mary's  [County |;  then  to  Newport,  in  Charles  County, 
ami  from  there  to  either  Stony  Point  or  Point  Washington,  in   Kiiig 
tieorge  County,  Va. 


Hlg 


Tlie  boys  nil  aiTived  safe  across  the  Pot«niac. 
John  Mortimer, 


Henhy  C.  Balkman, 

Cornet'  of  Hough  and  Regester. 


Give  our  respet-ts  to 

13AD. 

High. 

SNIDKIi, 
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Order  of  Cinnmnntler  liowun,  U.  S.  A'rtn/>  «<""<"■  opet'r  prenrnt,  I'olomac 
River,  t<>  Lieutenant  I'richett,  ^'.  »S'.  Nary,  to  aumunc  teiiiporart/  eoniniand 
of  tu(j  lienolute. 

U.  S,  S.  Pawnkk, 
A''«?//   Ynr<l,  W'unhifKjton,  ■hilif  J,  1S6J. 
SiH:  Yon  will  iassiitm^  ieiiiiRnary  coimiuiiHl  of  the  steam  tiiji  Jienolute 
anil  ])iori'e(l  in  thai  vessel   t(»  Aiinia  < 'reek  and  report  to  tho  aoiiiov 
(itliciT  i»re.setit. 

Vou  will  ri'niaiu  in  eouinianil  iiiilil  ri'ticved  by  Aeliiifj  Maat<!r  Hiidd. 
Kcsjiectlully,  cte., 

S.   ('.  ItOWAN, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Ojfievr  in  the  I'otonutr. 

J,    M.    ]'KlC\tK'n\ 

Master,  U.  A'.  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Seeretarti  of  the  Xavy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  representing 
the  need  oftroopn  at  prominent  pointH  on  the  Potomae. 

Navy  I)ei»artmknt,  ./«///  /,  istii. 
Sill :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  Miat  this  Department  is  entirely 

sat islied  from  reports  of  its  ollieers  that  the  I'otomae  IJiver  will  s(POii 
be  closed  by  the  batteries  of  the  rebels  unless  one  or  more  prominent 
points  are  oecnpied  by  the  Fi'deriil  troops. 

I  am,  with  hifrb  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wklleb. 

Hon.  8IMON   <!AMBIiON, 

Secretary  of  War,  WuHhimjton. 


ITrlrgnm.) 

[Navy  Department,  J«/y  J,  1861.] 
Sir:  Let  the  Refriycrator*  relieve  the  I'ovithontas  at  Alexandria  and 
send  the  hitter  down  the  river.    Have  the  I'awnce  got  ready  with  the 
utmost  dispatch. 

tllUKoN   WelLKS, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Captain  J.  A.  Daiiloren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Wavhinylon,  1>.  C, 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  reyardiuy  moeemtiila  of 
'  vesseh. 

(Jommani>ant's  Ofku'e,  Navy  Yard, 

Washinyton,  July  /,  IHOI. 
Silt:  The  Tie  Boat  left  this  yard  at  9  a.  m.  for  Alexandria,  Va. 
The  steamboat  Renolute  arrivetl  at  the  yard  at  li  ]».  in. 
I  have  the  Louur  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   A.   l>AUI-(iREN, 

Cotnmandant. 
Hon.  Gu)BON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


*  Kuown  also  aa  the  /e«  Boat  and.  We  UeUaia. 
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[JTTI.Y    1,  1801.1 

The  Rtfrigerator  may  be  used  to  pull  ufftbo  Camhridgt;  leturuiug  to 
her  statiuu  at  night. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Si'tretary  of  JSavy. 
Captain  Dahlgkkn. 


[Ti-lcgmin.) 

Navy  Department,  July  l,  1861. 
The  Porahnntati  is  urgently  needed  down  the  river.    Get  underway 
iui  rued  lately. 

Gideon  Welles, 

iSecrctaiy  of  (he  Xavy. 

Gomujauder  B.  M.  Dove, 

Commawiinn  U.  S.  8.  Pocahontas,  Alexandria,  Va. 


Ordtr  of  Commander  Ttowan,  U.  S.  Xapy,  senior  officer  present,  Potomac 
Hirer,  to  Commander  I>ore,  U,  S,  JVary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Poca- 
hontuD,  1o  guard  Aqnia  Creek, 

U.  S.  S.  Pa\vkee, 
Wajihingion  Xary  Yard,  .July  1,  1S61. 
Sir:  You  will  please  remain  off  Aquia  Creek  until  I  ai'iive  in  tbis 
shi]).     I  hope  to  leave  here  t<)inorr(jw  morning.     If  the  Page  should 
attempt  to  get  up  steam  you  might  j)ossibly  reaeli  her  with  your  lOiuch 
over  the  laiiti,  keeping  your  ship  outside  the  enemy's  batterie-s, 

When  I  arrive  I  shall  move  you  down  to  observe  the  ])oint  at  Matbiivs. 
I  send  the  tug  down  iu  command  of  Aeting  Master  [Lieutenant]  Prich- 
ett,  Mr.  Budd  being  absent  from  liis  vessel  and  has  not  ajipeared  up  to 
the  hour  of  starting.    Keep  the  tug  also  till  I  come. 
Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C,  Rowan, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  in  Potomac. 

Ooinniander  H.  M.  Dove, 

Commanding  U.  8.  H,  Pocahontas,  offi  Aqvia, 


[T»lpgnun.] 


Navy  Yahd  (Washington,  D.  C),  July  J,  1801 
The  Resolute  is  leaving  for  below.    The  Pocahontas  left  Alexandria 
at  0  p.  m. 

John  A.  Daulcskkn, 

Commandant. 
Navy  Dei'artment. 
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(Toltigram.l 

Navy  Department,  July  3, 1861. 
Let  till)  Pawnee  and  Poealiontux  both  reiuiiin  down  tlie  river  for  tbe 
preseut.     If  tUt-re  is  notbing  agaiust  the  four  men,  discharge  them. 

Gideon  Wei-les, 

Seoritary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  John  A.  Dahlgken, 

Commartdant  Navy  Yard,  ^YaKhin{fU)n,  J),  G, 


[Ttiegnm,] 

rnii-ADELrniA.  July  2,  1S61. 
The  Yaiiker  will  leave  early  to-morrow  morning.    The  .S7.  Lawrence 
has  been  at  the  magazine  since  Saturday. 

J.   L.   JiARDNER. 

Don.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Xavy, 


Order  from  the  commandant  nary  yard,  Philadelphia,  to  Lieutenant  Wer- 
den.  U,  S.Navy,  commandimj  V.  S.  S.  Yankee,  to  proceed  to  Washington, 
D.C. 

Commandant's  Office,  I'.  S.  Navy  Yard, 

PhiUiddphiii,  July  l',  ],S6L 

Sir:  Prorocd  with  the  Btoam  tug  Yankee  t<»  Washington  and  take 
with  you  the  ])rizefrew  of  tlio  Amelia,  wliieh, on  your  arrival  at  Hamp- 
ton Koads,  you  will  report  to  Flng-OIUi'er  Stringhani  i'or  orders  relative 
to  them.  You  will  then  proceed  to  Washington  and  report  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  navy  yard  and  to  tbe  Department. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lakdner, 

For  the  Commandant. 
Lieutenant  E.  Werden, 

Commandiny  Steam  Tuy  Yankee,  Philadelphia. 

[Bndonieniciit.J 

tl.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  Hampton  Uoads, 

Reported  July  '>,  1801. 
You  will  pro(  eed  to  execute  the  remaining  part  of  your  orders. 

Kespectfully, 

S.    H.    STK INGHAM, 

FlagOfficer  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S,  Xai^y,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  off  Aquia  Creek, 

U,  S.  8.  Pawnee, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  July  .H,  isiii. 

Sir:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  my  arrival  oft"  this  ]>lace.  I  shall 
proceed  to  Leonardttiwn  and  St.  Mary's  this  evening,  leaving  tbe  Poca- 
hontas at  Mathias  Point  and  the  Rcbolute  and  Freeborn  to  guard  Aquia. 
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From  all  1  can  learu  I  fear  the  rebels  are  working  at  masked  batteriffl' 
at  Matliia-s  Point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
ComviaiiAer,  and  Senior  Officer  J 'resent. 
lion.  GiDKON  Wellks, 

Sc4yrctary  of  the  Nary,  Wa«kington. 


Report  of  Commanihr  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present,  Pototiuic 
River,  regarding  movements  of  vessels  in  those  waters. 

U.  8.  8.  Pawnbe, 
Off  Mnthias  Point,  July  .V,  ISCl. 

Sm:  On  my  way  to  St.  Mary's  and  Leonardtowii  I  fell  in  with  the 
iiiji  Rrliance  on  her  return  from  IJain|)tun  Uoads  and  the  Uappahan- 
notk.  Lieutenant  Mygatt  reported  to  Flan  OUiuer  Strinj;hanj  that  the 
steamboat  St.  Nichottin  had  been  <:aptiired  and  taken  into  the  Itajipa- 
hannotk.  The  J'i'iiguiii,  Coinmaitder  Iytviiip:s(ini,  was  ordered  iiiiniedi- 
afely  t»i  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  Hubsi'tjueutly  relieved  by  the  Mount 
Viriion.  The  tug  Uilianct'  returned  to  the  Potomac,  touching  at  St, 
Mary's  and  IJreton's  Hay. 

It  is  reported  that  tba  atennmra  Ptttii.rent,  Planter,  ami  Mart/  Wash- 
int/toii  are  in  the  habit  of  carrying  ntnnbersof  men  from  RaltiuioreaDd 
landing  them  at  some  point  on  the  Patuxent  from  whence  they  cross  to 
the  I'otomacanil  .•^n  into  \'irgiiiia. 

I  iiassed  Malhias  Point  today  without  seeing  anyone.    The  point  is 
ajijtarently  deserted.     1  saw  no  signs  of  entrenchments.    The   Poca 
hontax  is  anchored  off  the  ix)intj  keeping  a  close  watch  on  the  rebels' 
movements. 

Lieutenant  Mygatt,  commanding  Reliaticr,  rejiorts  scriois  defects  in 
the  engine,  which  makes  it  necessary  to  send  him  to  Washington  for 
rejiairs.    The  engineer's  report  of  delects  is  1  erevvith  enclosetl. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resjMjctfuUy,  jour  obed'eut  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander,  and  Settior  Officer  ik  Potomac. 

lion.  (ilDEON  WeLI.es, 

Secretary  of  Nacy,  Washington. 


Order  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Wanhington,  to  Acting  Master  Woods, 
U.  S.  Mary,  commanding  steamer  Mount  Vernon,  to  proceed  to  Fort 
Monroe  and  return. 

Commandant's  Office.  Navt  Yakd, 

Wtmhinyton,  July  3,  ISGl, 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Mount  Vernon  to  Fortress  Mouroe  and  deliver 
such  papers  and  articles  as  are  given  you  for  that  purpose. 

You  will  enquire  whether  the  rough  easting  of  a  heavy  cannon  has 
arrived  from  New  York,  and  bring  it  with  you  to  this  place. 

Receive  from  the  Roamdce  the  men  whiih  the  Navy  De])artmeiit  has 
directed  to  be  sent  to  this  yard  and  then  return. 
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Comnmnicate  by  the  way  with  our  vessels  in  tlie  Potomac  and  observe 
carpfully  the  condition  of  the  river  shores,  particularly  Mathias  Point, 
Aijuiii,  anil  the  White  House  Bluft'. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Daht^oren, 

ConnHandani. 
Acting  Master  [D.  C]  Woons, 

Commanding  titeitmer  Mount  Vi-rnon. 


Navy  Yard  (Washington,  D.  C],  Jvl;/ .?,  IMl. 
The  Gutf  is  just  in  from  below.     Reiwrts  the  Fawncc  grounded  last 
eveuint;  above  Aquia.     Pulled  her  ofl'  this  morning.     Passed  /'nir^iec, 
Freeborn,  and  Resolute  at  Aquia.    Pocahontan  had  gone  lower  down. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

Commnndant. 

Navy   DEPAfiTMENT. 


[Tslecnuu.] 

Navy  Yard  |  Washington,  B.  C],  July  3,  isni. 


batteries. 


The  Pacnhontnn  reports  having  been  close  in  with  Mathias  Point, 
and  upon  careful  examination  could  not  see  any  one  nor  a  sign  of 


Jno.  a.  Dahlgren. 

Commandant. 
Navy  Department. 


Report  of  Commander  Dove,  U.  8.  N^avy,  commanding  U,  S.  8.  Pocahont.a», 
regarding  Hw  erection  of  batterien  on  the  Potomai;. 

U.  S.  8,  Pocahontas, 

Mathias  Point,  July  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday  I  left  here  early  in  the  morning 
for  Aquia  Creek  to  look  after  the  smaller  steamers  and  examine  the 
river,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  also  the  Pawnee  and  James  Guy 
there.  Alter  communicating  with  Ca[)tain  Rowan  and  sending  letters 
by  the  Ony,  I  returned  here  in  the  afternoon. 

The  steamers  Ben  It^'ord  and  Pembroke  came  down  past  the  point  in 
company  with  me. 

On  passing  Nanjemoy  Reach  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  tender  Dana 
reported  that  during  my  absence  a  large  party  of  men  came  do\vn  on 
the  [Kviut  and  tore  down  two  lish  sheds  and  carried  oft"  the  boards  for 
tlie  purpose,  he  supposed,  of  erecting  batteries. 

The  large  lighter  or  longboat  used  by  Captain  Ward  having  dragged 
her  amhor  from  the  Maryland  to  the  Virginia  shore,  Itowed  her  back 
again.  I  cautioned  the  two  steamers  about  piussing  too  near  the  ]>oint 
and  to  keep  outside  of  me,  as  the  reiKtrt  of  batteries  might  be  true, 
the  absence  of  the  fishing  sheds  confirming  it  partly. 
N  w  R — VOL  -1 30 
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They  mistook  a  wood  i>ilo  for  one  and  opened  tire  as  tliey  went  b{ 
Their  shells  were  well  thrown,  but  it  was  a  useless  expenditure, 
anchored  near  the  same  position  I  had  before  and  could  discover  noi 
ing.  One  part  of  the  jwint  is  a  dense  pine  thicket;  the  other  and  t 
highest,  where  Captain  Ward  attempted  to  make  a  lodgment,  is  part 
cleared,  but  nothing  is  yet  visible. 

Professor  Lowe  and  his  military  balloon  are  the  only  means  of  asc* 
taining  the  fact  of  erecting  fortifications.  The  fommanding  oftk'cr 
the  DoTia  also  reports  that  a  schooner  in  i)as8ing  was  lired  at  with  riti( 

Both  the  Ffcilioni  smd  Rflianve  are  in  bad  condition  and  it  is  a  dil 
cnlt  matter  to  decide  which  can  be  best  spared.  <  'aptain  Kowan  passe 
by  yesterday,  bound  down,  to  be  absent  two  or  three  days.  lie  sei 
me  a  short  note,  leaving  the  matter  to  me,  but  i  can  only  decide 
consultation  with  Lieutenants  Lowry  and  Mygatt,  whom  I  will  see  tli 
afternoon,  as  I  will  go  up  to  Aquia  tor  that  puriwse. 

You  will  oblige  nie  very  much  if  you  will  send  me  down  100  bafrs 
coal.  The  tops  of  the  cylinders  are  (juite  exposed  and  a  single  we 
directed  rifle  cauuou  shot  may  disable  the  steamer.  1  wish  the  baj 
for  a  barricade  on  the  spar  deck,  around  them,  and  t^*  till  up  the  pa 
sages.  Tlie  sooner  I  receive  these  bags  the  better,  as  there  is  no  telli 
the  emergency  requiring  them. 

I  have  also  to  report  the  erection  of  an  earthwork  on  the  south  SM 
of  Potomac  Creek  at  the  cntrantte.    Three  embrasures  look  toward  t 
river  and  one  to  the  northward  across  the  creek. 
Kcspectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  M.  Dove, 

Commander. 

Captain  Daitloren, 

(Jonimandinff  Navy  Yard,  WaMiu/ton. 

P.  S. — The  chief  engineer  informs  me  that  there  [were]  250  gunny 
bags  left  at  the  navy  yard  by  this  ship  in  charge  of  your  master  labortir^ 


Navy  Yari)  (Washington,  D.  C],  July  l.  1861, 
The  Rfliancc  has  arrived  for  repairs;  reports  the  Ht.  Nicholas  iu  tl 
Rappahannock,  to  which  has  been  sent  the  Mount  Vernon.    All  quit 
at  Mathias  Point. 

Jn<),  a.  Dahlokkn. 
Navy  Department. 


Captitre  of  (he  shop  Teaner,  July  5,  1861. 

Beport  of  Commander  Dove,  IT.  B.  Navy,  osmmanding  IT.  8.  S.  FocahoDtai,  traiumittin{f  rep 
of  Halter's  Hate  Ely,  U.  8.  Ravy,  commaiidiiig  XT.  8.  schooner  Dana,  of  tlis  capture  of  do 
TaMer. 

IT.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Oj?'  Nanjnnoy  Reaefi,  July  5,  1861. 
Sin:  Enclosed  are  the  license  of  the  sloop  Tiaser,  of  Washington 
and  the  report  of  Mr.  Ely,  of  the  schooner  Dana,  who  brought  her 
this  afternoon.    On  examining  the  case  I  find  that  her  owner  was  foi 
merly  keeper  of  the  Long  Bridge  and  gave  up  that  oflice  to  join 


Confederates.  The  hloop  lias  noniiiially  been  employeil  in  fishing,  but 
tliere  seems  little  doubt  ttial  she  has  long  been  made  use  of  for  the  i)ar- 
poses  nieutioued  iii  tlie  reiwrt. 

I  A  thorough  search   was  made  of  her,  but  nothing  like  letters  or 

jiapers  eould  be  found.  She  has  two  women  as  passengers  and  a  load 
uf  erabs  from  Ht.  Clement's  Bay. 

I  luive  ordered  the  Mount  Vernon  to  tow  her  up  to  Washington  navy 
yard  and  to  give  the  women  more  comfortable  tpiarters  on  the  way,  sub- 
ject to  your  approval. 

[  EespectJully,  yoiu-  obedient  servant, 

I  Benj.  M.  Dovb, 

I  Commander. 

^^   Oomnmnder  8.  C.  Rowan, 


(Enclniiiro.] 

U.  8.  8onooNER  Dana, 


Kanjemay  CriTk,  July  /i,  1861. 
Sib:  I  havethchouortoreirort  toyou  the  capture  of  the  slooji  Teaier, 
answering  to  the  following  descripti*  ui,  viz :  Painted  black,  with  a  yellow 
bead  aud  white  topmast,  cleiiii  built,  and  a  last  sailer.  This  8loo|i  was 
reported  to  uie  nearly  three  weeks  ago  by  the  captain  of  a  small  fishing 
vessel  as  being  engaged  in  carrying  letters,  arms,  and  other  contraband 
goods  li'om  the  Maryland  to  the  Virginia  shore.  My  iidbrmant  was 
unwilling  to  give  me  his  name,  fearing  (as  he  said)  that  in  the  event  of 
t)ie  capture  of  the  TfugiT  the  owner  of  her  might  by  some  means  find 
oTit  who  gave  me  the  information  and  do  him  some  personal  injnry. 
Since  then  I  have  heard  the  same  reports  concerning  the  Teaser  from 
other  vessels  trading  np  and  down  the  river.  Their  testimony  concern- 
ing her  corresjionded  exac-tly  with  what  1  had  heard  at  first.  1  have 
conseipiently  been  on  the  alert  for  her  aud  this  afternoon  sncceeded  in 
capturing  her. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

R.  B.  Ely, 
Matter's  Mate,  in  Charge  of  U.  S.  Schooiur  Jbana. 

OOMMANDINa  OFFICKH, 

U.  S.  S.  PocaliontOM. 


SUttamant  of  Dr.  John  B.  Bloke  to  oommandant  navy  yard,  Waahington,  regarding  the 
oharaotar  of  the  owner  of  the  (loop  Teaier. 

July  8, 1861. 
Dear  Sib:  The  bearer,  Mrs.  Huselman,  informs  me  that  while  on 
her  way  to  this  city  iu  her  son's  sloo)),  the  Teaser,  the  sloop  was  seized 
by  a  t'nited  States  vessel  and  ortlered  to  report  to  you  at  the  navy 
yard.  I  know  the  old  lady  and  her  son  Charles  mcII.  They  formerly 
lived  in  this  city,  but  are  now  residents  of  Charles  County,  Md.  They 
are  honest,  truthful,  aud  in  all  respects  wellnieaniug  ])eople,  and  I 
do  not  think  would  do  anything  wrong  knowingly.  Charley  mainly 
depends  u)ion  ducking  and  fishing  for  the  sup2>ort  of  his  old  mother 
aud  his  wife  and  four  children. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JNO.  B.  BliAKB. 
Captain  John  A,  Dahlurkn, 

Commanding  Washington  Nary  Yard. 


i 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Ifav;  to  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Waihington,  for  the  releaM 

of  oaptored  aloop  TeaMr. 

Haw  Department,  July  13, 1861. 
Sir:  From  representations  made  to  the  Department  by  responsible 
parties  in  Washington — Dr.  Jolin  B.  Blake,  Dr.  William  B.  Magrnder, 
and  others — of  the  good  rharacter  and  intentions  of  the  owner  of  the 
Kmall  slooj)  Teaser^  seized  by  tlie  J>aiiit  and  lironght  to  the  navy  yard,  I 
tliink  the  vessel  slioiild  be  released  and  tlie  persoTia  who  were  on  board 
permittt:d  to  return  to  their  homes.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to 
give  directions  ta  that  efl'eet. 
I  aiu,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  JouN  A.  Dahloren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  "W a«hin<iton. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8,  Navy,  commandinti  U.  S.  S.  PateltM^ 
trangmitthig  report  of  Lieutenant  Lotcry,    U.  ti.  Navy,  commonding 
U.  S.  S.  Thomas  Freeborn,  regarding  tlie  resciie  of  schooner  J.   W, 
Maithmd. 

TT.  8.  S.  Pawnee, 
Off  Aquia  Creel;  Va.,  July  6, 1S61. 
'  Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  made  by  Lieutenant  Lowry,  com- 
manding the  Frevhm-ii,  of  the  manuer  he  rescued  the  schooner  Mail- 
laud,  liiden  with  tSovernmeut  property,  from  a  most  jierilous  situation, 
and  of  the  conduct  of  the  olHccr  in  charge  of  the  steamer  Yanket. 

I  would  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  Dejiartment  the  fiu-.t  that  a 
schooner  had  been  burned  a  lew  days  since  at  this  point,  an<I  had  it 
not  been  for  the  presence  of  the  Freeborn  and  the  exertion  made  by 
Lieutenant  Lowry  this  schooner  would  have  shared  the  same  fate.  The 
conduct  of  the  Yankee  was  doubly  reprehensible  in  not  ottering  iissist- 
ance  to  the  schooner  and  in  treating  witli  contempt  the  order  of  Lieu- 
tenant Lowry.  I  refer  the  matter  for  the  consideration  and  action  of 
the  Dei»arfment. 

These  men  slionld  be  taught  common  civility  at  least,  and  if  they 
persist  in  refusing  to  answer  hails,  as  some  of  them  do,  they  may  get 
shot,  lu  these  times  we  can't  tell  at  night  who  are  friends  unless  we 
get  prompt  evitlence. 

Lieutenant  Lowry  would  have  been  Justified  in  sending  a  shot  after 

the   Yankee  and  compelling  him  at  all  hazards  to  answer  him  aad 

explain  the  reason  for  his  hurry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re.si>ectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

8.  (J.  Howan, 

Gonwiatider, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WanhingUm. 

[Encloaon.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  July  €,  lf>6i. 
Sir:  While  i)roeeeding  down  the  Potomac  last  night,  about  11:30 
.  ni.j  I  observed  several  suspicious  lights  on  board  of  some  vessels, 
•u  giving  chase  I  found  that  the  Government  steamer  Mount  Vernon 


had  been  on  shore  off"  Yates  Shoal,  and  that  she  ha<l  left  the  Oovem- 
nit'nt  fiteainer  i'ankee  hard  a^rrmiiid  on  the  same  shoal.  I  steamed  to 
withiti  hailiiip distance  and  anchored.  I  tht'n  found  the  stdiooner  J.  W. 
Maitl/mil,  from  Philadolphia  (with  280  tons  of  Government  coal  on 
board),  hard  aground  uu  L(»wer  Cedar  Point  shoals,  and  within  three 
cables'  Icnjjth  of  the  Ytmhrt'.  As  this  was  the  idace,  the  most  danjier- 
(HIS  on  the  river,  where  tlie  Virginia  rebels  had  burned  a  vessel  under 
the  same  eircnmstauces,  I  decided  to  remain  by  tlieiti  till  daylight.  At 
alKiiit  ,'{:.'5l>  a.  in.  the  Yrtiiktr  floated  and  steaiiied  within  HO  yards  of  me. 
I  hailed  him  and  received  for  a  reply,  "  Halloo. "  I  said,  "This  is  the 
Friidxtni;  that  schooner  is  loa4led  with  (iovernment  property.  I  want 
yon  to  lie  by  me  till  I  get  her  off,  when  1  want  you  U>  convoy  her  to 
Matliias  I'oitit."  To  my  utter  surprise,  the  Yanker  took  no  further 
not.i(!e,  but  steamed  directly  up  the  river  without  tjiking  the  slightest 
notice. 

I  have  no  knowledge  who  the  commander  of  the  I'«ni-ef  is,  but  as  she 
is  in  tlio  employ  of  the  United  States,  I  sui>pose  he  is  subject  to  some 
of  the  rules  of  the  naval  service.  If  he  is  my  senior  in  the  service  ho 
exhibited  an  amount  of  discourtesy  and  inditiereuce  to  the  public 
service  not  usual ;  if  my  junior,  a  positive  disresjiect  to  me,  which 
sanctions  me  in  asking  for  the  action  of  the  Department.  My  con- 
sideration for  him  and  the  jiublic  service  pronijited  uie  to  stay  by  him 
all  night  when  I  had  other  important  duty  to  jierform. 

Finding  the  schooner  J.  W.  Mnitlantl  in  a  precarious  situation,  I 
remained  by  her,  using  every  exertion  to  get  her  alloat.  To  that  end 
1  transferred  from  her  to  this  ship  about  25  tons  of  coal  for  the  use  of 
the  Fretbom.  Having  parted  all  the  hawsers  and  lines  belonging  to 
this  vessel  and  the  schooner,  1  proceeded  to  Nanjemoy  and  obtained  a 
new  4i-inch  manila  hawser;  with  this  1  was  fortunate  enough  to  get 
the  Miiitliind  atloat  at  3  p.  m.,  having  worked  at  her  incessantly  for 
nearly  twelve  hours.  The  crew  and  engineer  de])artment  are  very 
much  exhausted,  while  the  engineer  reports  his  engine  needing  repairs 
very  badly. 

1  have  towed  the  Maitland  to  this  anchorage. 

I  am,  very  resitectfully,  etc.,  ytmv  (ibedient  servant, 

R.  B.  L()\\TiT, 
IJeutenatit,  Commanding  Freeborn, 

Comniander  8.  C.  RoWAN, 

iSeniur  and  Commanding  Officer,  Potomac  Blockade, 


Report  of  Commnndrr  Dore,  U,  8.  Kary,  commanding  JJ,  S.  S.  Pocahontan, 

of  deinomitnUion  by  that  vensel  on  Ihr  Kteamir  George  Page,  July  7, 

1861. 

V.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

A  quia  Creek,  July  9,  18G1. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  suggestion  of  Commander  Rowan 
I  made  a  demonstration  on  the  George  Page,  steamer,  last  Sunday 
morning. 

I  got  underway  and  steamed  up  the  river  a  short  distance  to  enable 
me  to  get  ready  for  a<;tion,  lowered  down  the  launch  and  starboard 
quarter  boat  and  towed  theni  astern;  shifted  the  port  quarter  deck  gnu 
to  the  starboard  gangway,  making  four  in  battery.    When  all  rea<ly  I 
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ran  down  the  Virginia  shore  to  about  500  yards  of  Urent's  Point.  The 
Page's  smoke  pii>e  was  tlie  tarfcet  and  I  ostiniati'd  the  distance  to  ber 
across  the  ])oint  about  500  more.  IJeel  of  the  steamer  by  tlie  sjnrifc 
level  of  tlie  ])ivot  gun  was  1  degree.  A  (jnartermaster  was  stationed 
in  the  foretojimaat  erosstrees  with  a  spyghiss  to  observe  t!ie  etl'ect. 

The  first  shell  from  the  10-inch  was  directed  admirably  by  Lieutenant 
Semmes,  and  broke,  after  grazing  tlie  tojv  of  the  hill  on  or  immediately 
over  her.  Fonr  shots  were  then  fired  from  the  batteries  on  the  hills 
south  of  the  creek,  but  we  were  not  within  their  range  and  they  discon- 
tinued. After  our  first  shot  a  large  gang  of  men  was  immediately  set 
to  work  on  the  P<i!!<\  but  for  what  ]tnr|)oso  the  lookout  could  not  deter- 
mine. Some  of  the  3l.*-]ionntler  shells  broke  well,  lint  the  most  of  them 
were  too  high.  Three  nmnd  shot  frinn  them  rrcochctted  in  tli^  creek 
ami  went  into  the  cornticid  on  the  other  side.  The  third  and  last  shell 
from  the  lOinch  I  think  set  the  Pn(jc  on  lire.  There  was  smoke  of  a 
difierent  color  from  that  of  the  charge,  which  lasted  about  ten  miinites, 
the  men  at  work  on  her  all  the  time. 

We  laid  off  about  an  hour,  during  which  we  were  able  to  throw  abont 
ftnirteen  shells.  The  steamer  grounded  in  backing  up  nearer  the  shore, 
but  she  did  not  stick  long. 

The  J'/iiif  was  moved  higher  up  the  creek,  out  of  range,  and  I  returned 
to  the  anchorage  at  7  a.  m.  ou  the  Maryland  side.  She  was  afterwards 
again  moved  down  to  a  place  from  which  her  smoke  pipe  could  not  be 
seen. 

I  ought  to  atld  that  tho  gangway  gun  was  manned  by  our  marine 
guard,  and  they  made  the  second  best  shot  of  the  32-pounder8. 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

Ben.i.  M.  Dove, 

Commander. 

Captain  .lonN  A.  Dahl(JEEN, 

CommaiiditHi  Navy  Yard,  Wfntkinytoti,  IK  C. 


1 


Beport  of  Cmnmanilrr  Rntran,  TJ.  S.  Nari/,  fommandinf/  U,  S.  S.  Pmcnee, 
trmiHiiiittiiH]  rrport  of  Acthuj  Master  Ihid<l,  U.  <S'.  S'avy,  comma n ding 
U.  iS'.  <S'.  Iiettoluta,  of  the  disvovery  of  a  torpedo  in  the  Potomac  Rivera 
July  7, 18G1. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawtjee, 
Of  Aquia  Creel;,  Va.,  July  9  \T],  ISGl. 

Sir:  This  afternoon  two  large  casks  were  seen  floating  down  the  i 
river,  passing  with  in  some  L'OO  yards  of  this  ship.    The  lienolute  being  , 
in  the  act  of  getting  underway  to  jiroceed  down  the  river  on  special 
service,  went  to  the  casks  and  brought  them  ah)iigside  of  her  with  one 
of  her  boats.    Mr.  Budd  towed  them  under  the  stern  of  this  ship,  when 
I  directed  him  to  be  careful,  that  they  might  be  explosive  machines  act- 
ing upon  concussion  or  friction,  and  to  tow  them  to  Xaiijemoy  to  the 
schooner,  and  there  land  them  ou  shore  and  examine  them  and  rej>ort 
to  me  the  result.    In  doing  so  one  of  the  casks  sprung  a  leak  and  sunk. 
I  enclose  a  diagram  of  the  machine,  drawn  by  Mr.  Budd,  which  I  find 
upon  personal  examination  to  be  correct  of  tho  one  saved,  and  the  other j 
was  of  cour.so  of  the  same  character.    The  evident  intention  of  the 
de^i^n  of  the  machine  was  to  drop  it  down  with  the  tide,  and  at  a  siut 
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able  diatanco  to  set  tire  to  matcbes,  autl  when  it  hud  swuu{;  across  the 
eiiblo  with  one  of  the  uiaehiiies  close  under  each  bow,  to  explode  in  due 
time  and  so  destroy  the  sbijt. 

The  idea  was  a  wicked  one,  but  the  execution  clumsy.     I  scud  the 
machine  by  the  Freeborn  to  Captain  IValdfj;r<'n  to  receive  that  close  and 
th(irouj,'l(  examiuation  on  shore  which  would  not  be  safe  to  make  on 
board  shij). 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  0.   KoWAN, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waahington. 

[KnclunaroH.] 

U.  S.  S.  Kesolutb,  July  8,  1861. 

Sir:  On  proceeding  down  the  river  to  destroy  the  inferual  machine 
I  picked  up  yesterday  uioruing  1  discovered  that  there  was  some  heavy 
substance  attached  to  the  casks  underneath  the  surface  of  the  water, 
Ou  attemptiii^f  tt)  raise  one  of  the  casks,  which  hatl  i>artial!y  filled,  the 
irou  straps  parted  and  it  immediately  sank.  I  seciu'ed  the  other,  with 
its  attendant  torpedo,  aud  hoisted  the  whole  aflfaii'  on  board  this  vessel 
complete. 

The  apparatus  in  its  perfect  state  consisted  of  two  large  oil  casks 
connected  by  -5  fathoms  of  3A-incli  manila  line,  the  line  being  kept  on 
top  of  tlie  water  by  corks  secured  to  it  at  intervals  of  '2  feet.  Under- 
neath each  cask,  at  a  distance  of  (J  feet,  was  slung  an  iron  cylinder, 
4  feet  (i  inches  in  length  and  l*s  inches  in  diameter  at  one  cud  and  17 
inches  at  the  other.  Tlio  fuze  for  igniting  the  combustible  material 
contained  in  the  cylinder  was  placeil  ia  the  cask  in  the  tollowing  man- 
ner: The  upjier  end  of  tiie  fuze  was  secured  on  the  top  and  near  the 
outer  end  of  the  cask,  being  protected  from  moisture  by  a  s(|uare  box 
aud  gutta-perclia  pijjc  fallowing  it  through  the  aperture  it  was  placetl 
in.  It  was  carefully  coiled  ou  a  platform  secured  on  the  inside  of  the 
cask  for  the  purpose  of  ))rotecting  it  from  any  water  that  miglit  lodge 
in  the  bott<tm.  From  the  jihitform  it  entered  a  co])per  pipe  that  con- 
nected with  a  gutta  iicrcha  hose,  the  lower  end  of  whicli  was  secured 
to  the  iron  cylinder  below.  In  each  cask  were  two  fuzes,  each  about 
4U  feet  in  length.  All  four  had  been  on  fire.  Whether  they  were  on 
fire  or  not  when  I  first  reached  them  1  can  not  say,  as  my  first  act  was 
t-o  throw  water  down  the  air  holes  that  were  bored  in  the  upper  stave 
of  each  cask.  I  enclose  a  rough  sketch  with  the  distjinc-es  marked 
according  to  measurements  made  by  me  at  the  time  I  secured  the 
apparatus. 

The  sunken  torpedo  I  think  I  can  obtain,  as  I  took  ranges  to  deter- 
miiie  its  position  before  leaving  the  locality  it  went  down  in. 
Very  respectfully, 

William  Budd, 
Acting  Maater,  CoMmamling  Reitolute, 

<'omiriander  S,  C  liowAN, 

Vommandimj  U.  H.  S.  Pawnee,  J'otomtic  Flotilla. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretarj/  of  the  Xai'y  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  tninjimitlinti 
information  re<jardinij  i)roposed  i)Uin  for  tlie  capture  of  one  of  the  I'oto- 
mao  River  steamboats. 

Navy  Depaktment,  July  8, 18Gi. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  inemoraudam 
that  has  beeu  left  with  me  fiiving  information  of  a  plan  said  to  have 
been  formed  by  a  person  named  .lames  C.  Hnrry,  of  lialtimore,  lor  the 
ciipliire  of  one  of  the  steamhoats  plyinp  between  Baltimore  and  the 
I'atuxeut  River.  The  memorandum  is  from  a  responsible  source. 
I  am,  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wejlles. 
lion.  William  U.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[KuoioButty.] 

Metnortindnm. — A  man  of  notoriously  bad  character  named  James  0. 
Hurry,  a  resident  of  Haltimore,  has  formed  a  plan  for  the  capture, 
during  the  present  week,  of  one  of  the  steamboats  plying  between 
Baltimore  and  the  Patiixent  Kiver,  either  by  putting  his  men  on  board 
the  boat  at  Baltimore,  or  at  Millst/me  Landing,  on  tliat  river. 

This  Millst^me  Lauding,  or  Point,  is  a  position  wlience  more  smug- 
gling of  men  and  provisions  is  carried  on  than  any  other  ])laee  in  the 
Chesapeake  waters.  Small  vessels  are  constjintly  plying  between  that 
position  and  the  Rappahannock  and  Goan  rivers,  chielly  to  the  latter, 
where  a  Tennessee  regiment  is  [>oste«l. 

These  vessels  are  run  outside  of  Oaptiiin  Budd's  lines. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  A'apy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

tranfimittinn  report  of  Commander  Dove,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U. 

S.  S.  Vofak^ntas,  of  cruise  of  that  vessel  in  PotomoiC  and  Patii.rent 

rivers, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
OffAquia  Creek,  July  U,  1861—1  o'clock. 

Sir:  The  Pocahontas  has  just  arrived  from  a  cruise  (fown  the  bay. 
Commander  Dove's  report  is  important.  I  enclose  it  for  the  infoi  ina- 
tion  of  the  Department.  I  intended  Ut  have  sent  the  Freihont  to  the 
navy  yard  for  repairs,  but  Lieutenant  Lowry  thinks  under  tlie  circum- 
stances and  the  necessity  of  having  a  force  immediately  in  the  bay 
that  he  can  make  her  work  a  day  or  two  longer. 

■  I  have  dispatched  her  to  Cape  Lookout  and  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent; 
I  the  Resolute  is  ashore  on  the  Kettle  Botttuu.  I  directed  Lieutenant 
I  Lowry  to  get  her  off  and  take  her  with  him,  and  be  in  position  to-night 
I            to  cut  otf  communication  to  Coan  River.     I  shall  follow  immediately  in 

■  this  ship,  leaving  the  Pocahontas  here. 

t  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^K  S.  C.  BowAN, 

^^B        Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

^^^^^^         Secretary  of  tlte  Navy,  Washington, 

I  riei 

■  Bn 


[Enoloanrv.] 

U.  8.  S.  Pocahontas,  July  9,  isai, 
SiB:  In  obedience  to  yonr  order  I  prweeded  down  the  river  and  car- 
ried out  the  juogramme  excejjt  as  to  communicating  with  the  tender  at 
Breton's  Bay,  whi<'h  I  did  not  liud.  " 


570       OPEBATION8   ON   THE   POTOMAC   AND   RAPPAHANNOCK. 

Nothing  required  my  particular  attention  nntil  I  reached  Point  Ixx)k- 
out,  when  I  learned  that  a  jmnjjfy  ha«l  come  over  from  Coau  liiver  and 
landed  the  crews  of  the  three  vessels  captured  by  the  St.  yu-holati. 
The  crews  pro«ee«led  by  land  to  Millstone  Landing,  on  the  I'atuxent, 
and  the  pungy  went  on  a  cruise  up  the  Che8a(>eake  Bay.  She  was 
manned  by  well-armed  men,  variously  estimate<l  from  eighteen  to  thirty. 
I  then  debated  whether  I  should  send  a  force  on  board  the  tender  sta- 
tioned in  the  neighborhood  with  the  howitzer,  or  whether  I  would  go 
up  to  the  month  of  the  Patuxent  myself  in  the  steamer,  and  decided 
upon  the  latter  cruise. 

U|Mjn  arriving  there  yesterday  afternoon  about  7,  I  communicated 
with  a  Bremen  bark,  at  anchor,  and  learned  that  the  men  overland 
arrived  safely  and  had  taken  passage  in  the  steamer  Mary  Wcuhinffton 
for  Baltimore,  but  that  the  i>iratical  pungy  had  not  been  seen. 

The  notorious  Thomas  went  uj)  in  disguise,  and  the  idea  of  him  and 
the  armed  party  in  the  pungy  is  to  capture  the  next  steamer  from  Bal- 
timore, which  will  be  the  Oeorije  WeevtH.  I  have  therefore  to  request 
that  I  may  be  allowed  to  return  immediatt'ly  and  try  to  prevent  it.  The 
pungy  is  t<x)  jiowerhil  lor  any  of  the  tenders  and  the  presence  of  one 
of  the  larger  steamers  is  very  necessary  between  Point  Lookout  and 
the  Patuxent 

All  the  inhabitants  on  the  Maryland  shore  are  put  to  great  inconven- 
ieuce  from  not  having  a  regular  steam  communication  as  formerly  by  the 
line  from  Baltimore  to  W.ishington.     It  is  of  such  importance  to  them 
as  to  require  notice  given  to  the  Dejiartment  to  which  it  belongs. 
Resi»ectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  M.  Dove, 

Commandir. 

Commander  8.  C.  Rowan, 

Steamer  Pawnee,  Aquia  Creek. 

P.  8. — The  trip  to  the  Patuxent  and  the  hazy  weather  of  last  nighti 
which  oblige<l  me  to  anchor  at  the  narrows  below,  i)revented  my  return- 
ing as  soon  as  was  indicated  in  your  order  of  the  7th. 


InatructlonH  uf  the  Secrctur)/  of  the  Nnry  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S. 
.     Navy,  ordered  to  command  the  I'otomav  Flotilla. 

Navy  Depahtment,  July  9,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  i>roceed  down  the  Potomac  River  as  early  as  practica- 
ble and  take  comiiiiiiid  u\'  all  the  naval  vessels  now  employed  there,  viz: 
The  Porahontati,  I'turiiei',  Yiinl,Te,  Freeborn,  Release,*  Reliance,  schooners 
Chaiiliii,  Dana,  and  two  others t  whose  names  have  not  been  furnished 
the  Dei)artnient,  coinjMiaing  part  of  the  liotilla  under  command  of  the 
late  Captain  .1.  H.  Ward. 

Yonr  prin(di>al  duty  will  be  to  blockade  tlie  roast  of  Virgiuiii,  agree- 
ably to  the  proclamation  of  the  I'resideut,  excepting  only  the  iwrt  of 
Alexandria. 

A  great  deal  is  left  to  your  discretion  in  the  delicate  duty  of  dis- 
crimiiiMting  hetwccu  loyal  citizens  and  those  who  are  in  insurrection 
against  the  Government;  but  it  is  very  important  that  a  full  and  final 
end  should  lie  put  to  the  intercourse  between  the  two  shores,  and  the 
capture  or  destruction  of  all  vessels  engaged  in  this  crime  is  fuUy 

*  Kuowu  ulflo  us  let  lioat.  ( liailry  and  Hovrnll  fobb. 
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warranted.    You  will  give  full  protection  to  nil  vessels  of  loyal  citizens 
passing  on  their  lawful  liusitiess  and  furnish  the  r3epartmeut  with  fre- 
quent rejjorts  of  yonr  doiugs. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Wellks. 
Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Wa4ihinytuH,  1>.  C. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  regarding  moreme7itM  of 

United  Staten  vesseln. 

Commandant's  Offiob,  Navy  Yard, 

WaKhliKjIon,  July  9,  18(11. 
Sir,:  The  steamer  CuMhrithir  left  this  yard  at  9:30  a.  m. 
The  steamer  Ydnkec.  left  the  yard  at  6:30  p.  m.  with  Commander 
Craven  on  board,  for  the  Uotilla. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Nary,  commatuHng  U.  8.  8.  Paicnee, 
transmit  ting  report  of  Lieutenant  iMtcry,  U.  S.  Xary,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  TluymoH  Freeborn^  of  warning  given  to  steamer  Oeorge  WcemB, 

TJ.  8.  S.  Pawnee, 
Of  Point  Lookout,  Jul  If  ir),  ISfH. 

Sib:  I  informed  the  Department  under  date  of  the  7th  (9th]  instant 
that  I  should  move  down  tin-  river  \\ith  this  shij),  Fre-eborn,  and  tug 
Resolute  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  steamer  Wrcms  aiul  frus- 
trating the  designs  of  the  party  that  crosse*!  to  seize  her.  The  Free- 
born and  tug  were  sent  in  advance  to  the  Patuxent,  while  this  ship 
followed  shortly  after  and  took  a  position  for  the  night  to  cut  the 
rebels  off  from  Coan  River. 

Not  being  certaii»  that  the  blockade  of  the  Rappahannock  was  kept 
up,  I  left  the  Potomac  as  soon  as  the  weather  was  clear  enough  to  run 
and  shaped  a  course  for  the  Rapi)ahannock.  Arriving  within  10  or  12 
nn'Ics  of  that  river,  I  saw  a  Government  steamer  at  anchor,  and  lieing 
satisfled  that  all  was  safe,  hauletl  ttiward  the  Virginia  shore  to  examine 
a  wreck,  which  I  found  to  he  a  ship  or  bark  that  had  been  grounded 
I  on  the  flats,  laden  with  corn.  While  making  this  examination  the 
Mount  Vernon,  Commander  Cilisson,  came  nj)  from  the  month  of  the 
Rappahannock  and  infornietl  me  that  he  hehl  the  mouth  of  that  river. 
I  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  where  I  found  the  Freehor'n 
and  Yaitkee. 

Lieutenant  Lowry's  report  of  his  visit  to  the  Patuxent  is  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


nEEBOEN, 

otomav  Rircr,  July  W,  1861, 
8iB:  In  obwiience  to  your  ordor  I   proceeded  dowti  the  river  liist 

nifjlit  as  far  aa  St.  Mary's,  for  tli(<  (luiil)le  purpose  of  securing  an 
anchorage  lor  the  niplit — tlie  night  being  diuk  aii<I  squally — and  Cor 
8upplyi!ig  i)rovi.Hiona  to  the  stdiooiuT  littilei/,  which  vessel  I  did  not  tind 
at  her  anchorHge.  At3:;>()  I  got  underway  and  stood  by  I'uint  Look- 
out and  thenee  to  the  I'atiixent  lliver.  There  I  touiid  at  anchor  the 
(J.  S.  ateanv  gunboat  rengiiin.  Coinniunicated  with  ConMiiander  Liv- 
jngstim,  who  informed  nie  tliat  lie  had  been  in  search  of  a  Hchooner 
uiuned  the  (teonjiana,  said  to  l)e  itrm<'<l  and  full  of  men. 

A  jilaii  was  sujiposed  to  be  laid  to  .seize  any  steamer  which  nught  run 
to  the  I'atuxent.  At  H  a.  m.  the  Piinjuin  left.  I  remained  till  the 
Georffe  WrritiK  came  down  the  river:  boarded  her;  found  a  large  num- 
ber of  jiassengers,  twenty-five  men  and  about  twelve  women.  Warned 
the  captain  about  the  attempt  to  take  him.  lie  vouehiMl  for  all  his  pas- 
sengers, that  they  weie  planters  and  farnuTS  and  that  he  knew  every 
one  of  them.  I  beg  leave  here  to  suggest  that  all  steamers  running 
from  ISalttmore  should  have  a  guard  of  Hriited  States  soldiers  on  board. 
1  observed  suflicient  from  the  manner  and  bearing  cd'the  passengers  to 
satisfy  me  that  all  were  enemies  of  our  tlag  and  the  Union. 

The  women  did  not  hesitate  to  insult  us  by  sneei'tng  remarks  and 
cries  of  three  cheers  for  .let!'.  l>;ivis.    The  object  of  [niyl  visit  to  the 
I'atuxent  being  accomidished,  viz,  to  look  aft<'r  the  safety  of  the  irtewwi, 
I  have  returned  to  await  farther  orders. 
^^^  l{«8peetfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^b  11.    B.    LOWRY, 

^^V  Lieutenanly  Commanding  Freeborn. 

V  Commander  S.  C.  Uowan, 

W      Repoi 


Report  of  TAeutenant  Lowry,  U.  S.  Xfiry,  cnmmnn<lin<j  U.  fi.  H.  Thoma-a 
Freeborn,  uf  the  impaired  conditiou  of  thn't  remiel. 


tr.  8.  8.  Febebokn, 
Potomac  Hirer,  Va.,  July  UK  1801. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  condition  of  the  Freeborn  is  such  that 
repairs  are  jiositively  needed  toniake  her  eflieient.  The  battery  requires 
changing,  as  the  bow  gun,  a.'Wpouuder  of  1810,  is  veutworn,  cracked, 
and  iinsafe.  The  gnu  carriages  are  very  nuudi  broken  by  incessant  use. 
The  cngiues  ai'e  very  much  out»»f  line  and  various  jiarfs  require  repair- 
ing, an  engineer's  report  of  which  I  forwarded  through  Commander 
Howau  some  weeks  since.  The  crew  is  much  redueed  by  detailing  men 
for  the  8ch(M>uersand  by  men  g()ing  to  New  York  with  the  l»ody  of  Com- 
nmnder  Ward  who  hnve  not  and  who  may  not  return.  The  arms  and 
stores  of  the  ve.ssel  are  very  much  rcducetl  in  ecuiaequetu-e  of  the  affair 
at  Mathias  Point,  when  at  least  eleven  Sharjis  rifles  were  lost.  The 
ett'ectiveuess  of  the  ve.s.sel  has  been  kept  up  by  a  d»<taehment  of  men 
from  the  I'atrnee  wh<j  must  be  returned  tonight.  The  amnmnition 
ba.s  been  redueed  to  about  TO  charges  of  all  calibers,  2(i  shell,  70  round 
shot,  20  canister.      The  ship  leaks  biwily,  but  that  can  be  remetliod 
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only  by  dockiug,  wliidi  I  do  not  propose*.    The  engine  pumps  can  keep 
lier  free. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

I{.   B.   LOWBY, 
Lieutenant,  Cotnmandiitt]  Frecltorn. 
Conimaiider  Til.  T.  Craven, 

Commandinij  Putotnac  Flotilla,  Potomac  Rii'cr. 


Order  of  TAcutnmnt  Jjoirry,  U.  S.  A^avy,  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Thomas 
Freeborn,  to  Actiny  jM(i^tfr''s  Mate  Frank,  U,  <S'.  Xavy,  vininnandintj 
U.  8.  schooner  Hoxoell  Cobb,  to  proceed  to  Point  Lookout, 

U.  S.  S.  FuEKnttRN, 
Potomati  hirer,  Jiilif  11,  ISiil. 

SlU:  You  will  proceed  witbout  deliiy  to  Point  Lookout  and  rc|)ort  to 
Commodore Thoniivs  T.  Craven,  eomuiaudingtlic  I'otouuic  Squadron,  ou 
board  the  U.  S.  8.  Yankee  at  that  anchorage,  or  to  the  senior  naval 
oflicer  present. 

llespectfuUy,  etc., 

R.  B.  LowBY, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Freeborn. 
Master's  Mate  A.  J.  Prank, 

Commandinij  Schooner  Cobb,  etc. 


Order  of  Lieutenant  Loirry,  U.  S.  Xnny,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Thomas 
Freeborn,  to  Actinij  MiMter^x  Mate  Cray,  commandiwj  U.  8.  nchooner 
Builey,  to  proceed  to  Point  Lookout. 

U.  S.  S.  Freeborn, 
Potomac  River,  July  11,  ISOl. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Point  Lookout  and  report  to  ConinnMlore 
Tlionias  T.  Craven,  conunanding  the  I'otoina^r  Scjuadron,  on  board  of 
the  v.  S.  8.  Yankee,  or  to  the  seuiiu'  olUeer  then  present. 
llespectfuUy,  etc., 

K.  B.  LoWBY, 
Lieutenant,  ('ommanding  Freeborn. 
[Acting I  Master's  Mate  .Iameh  L.  Cray, 

Commandinij  U.  8.  Schooner  liailey. 


(Talegnun.) 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  0.],  July  li,  1861. 

The  captain  of  police  at  the  Capitol  calls  with  a  written  request  from 
(Jeneral  Miiustield  to  go  by  steam  to  I'ort  Tobiiceo  to  arrest  a  person 
vvlio  is  in  jtossession  of  papers  of  great  importance  and  who  is  io  cross 
tlie  river  tliis  evening.  There  is  not  time  to  wait  an  order  fr<»m  the 
l»epartnient,  as  every  moment  is  stated  to  he  import-iiiit.  1  have  there- 
lore  sent  the  Guy  to  take  the  capt^iin  of  police  down  the  river,  hoping 
the  Department  would  approve  the  action. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren. 

Hon.  Secret ABY  of  Navy. 


Approved. 


[EDdonemuDl.] 


G.  W. 
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Report  of  commandant  naey  yard,  Washington,  regarding  movements  of 

reaseU, 

OOMMANDAJJT'S  OFFICE,  NAVY   YARD, 

Washington,  July  11,  1861. 
Sm:  The  steamers  Baltimore  awCL  P/u/Wc/jj/im  left  this  yard  at  10:4.> 
.  111.  and  returned  to  the  yard  at  9  and  lii  p.  ui.,  respectively. 
The  tug  Jnutex  Ouy  left  the  yard  at  5  p.  in.  for  Port  Tobacoj. 
1  have  the  honor  ti)  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAnUJRBN, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  o^  the  Navy. 


[TeloKrwu.J 

Navy  Yard  [Wa-shinoton,  D.  C],  July  13,  1801. 
The  Ouy  has  returned  and  was  successful  iu  the  arrest. 

.Tno.  a.  Dahlgiien, 

Commaiidant, 
IIou.  (1.  Welles. 


Report  of  Commander  Dove,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  8,  Pocahonttu, 
regarding  the  pursuit  and  capture  of  one  Taliaferro. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Aqnia  Creek,  July  13,  1861. 
Sir  :  1  have  to  rejiort  that  yesterday  at  8 : 3(1  j).  lu.  the  steamer  James 
Ciity  came  dowu  IVoni  the  navy  yard,  having  on  board  the  U.  8.  mar- 
shal, in  pursuit  of  one  Taliaterro,  who  left  Wasbinfjton  in  the  morning 
by  stage  for  J'ort  Tobixcco,  iu  whose  trunk  was  correspondence  for  vari- 
ous parties  in  Virgiiiiii,  winch  lie  intended  to  carry  over  and  deliver. 

The  Lsteanier  having  left  the  navy  yard  in  great  haste,  and  the  mar- 
slial  being  of  opinion  that  she  had  not  tsiifficieiit  force  on  board  in  case 
of  resistaiK'f,  her  conimaudingoliicer  a|)plied  to  me;  whetenpon  I  sent 
the  launch  with  her  howitzer  and  crew  armed  with  Sharps  ritles  and 
our  marine  guard,  sergeant,  and  eleven  men. 

She  was  takeu  in  tow  by  the  steamer  to  Port  Tobacco  Ureek  lUiver) 
and  this  moruing  at  8  returued,  having  been  entirely  successful  iu  the 
object  of  the  expetlition. 

The  marshal  expressed  himself  much  pleased  with  the  assistance  ren- 
dered and  with  the  activity  and  xeal  with  which  his  orders  were  carried 
out  by  the  jiarty  furnished  to  him. 

The  Guy,  after  returning  the  launch  and  men,  proceeded  up  to  Wash- 
iugtou  ill  all  haste  with  the  prisoner  and  his  corresixmdence. 
Resjiectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  M.  Dove, 

Gotnmander. 
Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Vommatiding  I'otomac  Flotilla,  U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  Aquia  Creek, 
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[TsleKTmni.] 

Navy  Yakd  (Washinoton,  D.  C],  July  13,  18G1. 
Tha  Freeborn  haa  arrivfd ;  rt'iiorts  notliiug  new  along  tbe  Virginia 
shore;  brinjjs  up  an  iiiferiiiil  machine  that  had  been  set  for  some  of  our 
vessels. 

.Ino.  a.  Daiilghen. 
Hon.  Sbcretary  of  Navy. 


Rf-port  of  Commantler  Craven,  U.  S.  yari/,  commanding  Potomac  FlolHhi 
traitHmittinff  report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Narx/,  eommandiiiij 
U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  regarding  the  examimition  and  detention  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Travem. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Piniii  Point,  July  13,  ISCl. 

SiE :  Ilerewitli  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  from  Commander 
S.  V:  Kowan.  Upon  i|uestioiiiii};  Mr.  Travers  iind  his  wile  as  to  thoir 
motives  in  (crossing  the  Potomiw  Itiver  they  iiiforniod  me  that  they  had 
h'ft  tlieir  residence  in  Washingtan  on  Monday  hist  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  receiving  some  valuable  property  which  they  ha<l  tieiir  the  month  of 
Coan  Kiver. 

Mr.  Travers  was  by  my  order  thoroughly  searched  for  papers,  etc., 
and  there  being  nothing  found  upon  his  person  I  ordered  Acting  .Mas- 
ter Budd,  in  cainmaud  of  the  Rexolute,  to  take  him  to  his  phiee  of  des- 
tination and  aid  him  in  saving  his  property  and  while  doing  so  not  to 
allow  him  to  communicate  with  any  pei'son  on  shore.  Mr.  Itndd  per- 
formed the  dnty  assigned  him,  removing  to  the  Raiolute  a  quantity  of 
household  furniture  from  the  shore,  and  returned  to  this  anchorage  at 
abiait  10:30  p.  m.  of  yesterday. 

The  fact  of  Mr.  Travers  having  so  nuich  luggage  with  him  when  cap- 
tared  excites  in  my  mind  the  suspicion  that  he  must  have  had  some 
further  object  in  view  than  that  of  landing  for  the  pur]»oses  assigue<l, 
and  I  have  thought  proper  to  order  Commander  Itowan,  who  necessa- 
rily goes  ui>  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  filling  u])  his  water,  to  take 
them  in  charge  aiul  send  them,  under  a  proper  ollicer,  to  Washington 
navy  yard,  there  to  await  your  further  orders. 

Since  joining  this  flotilla  the  vessels  composing  it  have  been  con- 
stantly and  actively  employed  in  cruising. 

On  my  visit  to  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent  River  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  nth  instant  1  learned  that  since  the  capture  of  the  St.  Nicholas 
there  hmi  been  no  communication  by  the  usual  steamers  between  that 
place  and  Baltimore  and  1  have  since  heard  it  reported  that  the  owners 
had  withdrawn  their  steamers  from  that  line. 

On  my  way  down  the  Potomac  on  the  10th  instant  I  steamed  suffi- 
ciently close  in  toward  Ai[uta  Creek  to  satisfy  myself  that  there  were 
one  or  two  small  batteries  there,  but  not  so  well  manned  [or]  armed  as 
I  had  been  previously  led  to  believe;  and  passing  within  000  yards  of 
Mathias  Point  I  couhl  discover  no  indications  of  the  rebels  or  of  their 
having  made  attempts  to  fortify  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T,  Craven, 

Commander,  V.  N.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Waghington,  D.  0. 


[Encloaure.] 

r.  S.  S.  Pa\vnee, 
OffPiney  Point,  July  1.3,  1861. 
Stl?:  In  olsefTieiiro  to  yonr  order  1  got  uiiderwiiy  on  the  luorninf;  of 
the  11th  iiistimt  •.uul  pmr-feded  <<>  the  month  of  the  Pjxtiixent  to  look 
«nit  fi>r  the  schooner  (hiirriifiini  and  the  Ktesuner  dn<^  (roni  Bultiniore. 
The  Ikiltiinore  steamer  had  not  inade  her  ai)j)eitran('6  at  sundown,  when 
I  left,  althonf;:h  due  at  13  o'clock  m.  1  then  proceeded  to  Cape  [Point] 
Lookout,  where  I  anchored  at  10  o'clock  p.  m. 

Xext  morning  got  underway  and  stood  up  toward  Piney  Point. 
Abont  11  a.  m.  saw  a  small  boat  under  sail  on  the  Virginia  side  stand- 
ing toward  the  shore ;  stood  for  her  and  found  it  to  contain  two  itersons, 
a  lady  and  gentleman  named  Travers,  man  and  wife.  I  took  them  ou 
board  this  ship  with  some  baggage — a  trunk,  carpetbag,  and  bonnet 
box — and  brought  them  to  Piney  Point,  when  I  re])orted  the  circum- 
stance to  you.  I  shall  put  !Mr.  and  Mrs.  Travers  on  board  the  ^fount 
Vernon,  as  you  directed,  to  be  landed  at  the  na\'y  yard,  Washington. 
Very  respeetfulh',  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Vomviandiny  U.  8,  8.  Yankee,  Senior  Officer  in  the  Potomac. 


iatory  Xetttrfrom  the  Secretary  o/thit  .Vrtry  to  Commander  Rowan, 
U.  8,  Navy,  commandimj  U.  S.  8.  Pawnee. 

Navy  DErAiiTMENT,  July  15, 1861. 
SiH:  The  Department  has  received  your  communications  of  the  <)th, 
9th,  and  10th  instant,  with  their  respective  eni'lositre.s  from  Commander 
Dove,  of  the  Pocuhimtan,  Lieutenant  Lowry,  of  the  Thomas  Freeborn,  and 
Acting  Master  Budd,  of  the  h'cuohtte. 

The  atitivity  of  yourself  and  the  officers  of  the  vessels  acting  under 
your  orders  in  discharging  their  duties,  respectively,  is  jdeasiug  to  the 
Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  S.  C.  RowAN, 

Covtmandiny  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee,  Potomac  River, 


Report  of  Actiny  Mantcr-s  Mate  Gray,  U.  S.  Xavy,  mmmandiny  V,  S.. 
schooner  Bailey,  of  servicen  performed  l>y  that  cerniel. 

U.  S,  Schooner  Bailey, 

Potomac  Ririr,  July  is,  ls61. 
Sni :  According  to  yonr  orders  of  the  12th  instant  I  delivered  all  the 
coal,  175  bags,  to  the  Ice  Boat,  Lieutenant  Commanding  I W,  N.|  Allen, 
retaining  the  empty  bags  on  board.  Ou  Munday.  the  14tli,  while  cruis- 
ing in  the  river,  spoke  the  propeller  Supbia,  bound  to  Washington,  and 
received  information  from  an  officer  on  board  of  her  that  he  saw  a 
schooner  close  inshore  near  Coan  River.    Imme<liately  made  sail  and 
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rail  over  to  Virijiiiia  aud  examuied  it  from  Jackson's  Creek  to  Coan 
River,  lint  coiilil  uot  discover  aiiytUing.  At  4 :  30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor 
off  Point  Lookout.  On  Tuesday,  ICth,  went  up  the  St.  Mary's  River 
for  water,  and  wLile  on  shore  had  conversation  with  several  of  the 
planters  in  that  vicinity;  tiiey  all  wished  nie  to  requestor  you  to  allow 
a  stcanuT  to  run  between  Baltimore  and  Washinjjton,  ullowiu};  her  to 
stop  only  at  sueh  points  as  yon  slionid  see  lit  aud  by  daylight.  I  have 
still  on  board  the  two  negroes  which  I  picked  up  otV  Lynch's  Point  on 
tlie  evening  of  July  10.  One,  Wilhain  Jenkins,  says  he  is  ft-ee;  the 
othe.i',  S;im,  says  he  is  a  slave,  belonging  to  t'olonel  T.  R.  Shackelford, 
of  Warsaw,  \'a.,  who  is  now  at  Mathias  Point  with  the  rebel  troops. 

Very  resjieetrully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  L.  Gray, 
Acting  Matittr't  Mate,  Gommaiuling. 
Commodore  C'raven, 

Senior  Officer,  Potomac  Squadron, 


Report  of  Gommnnder  Graven,  U.  8,  N^avy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
of  the  seizure  of  the  nchooners  Brunette  and  Ring  Dove  and  other  Here- 
ices  performed  by  the  vcsHeU  under  hin  command. 

U.  8.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  July  19,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  Kith  instant,  while  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Patnxent  River,  1  was  informed  by  an  oystorniau  that  there  were  two 
suspicions  schoimers  anchored  in  the  Nantieoke,  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  .Maryland.  I  immediately  stood  across  the  bay,  aud  on  our  iirrival 
at  a  point  about  5  miles  above  Vienna,  discovered  the  schooners  Bru- 
nette, of  Vienna,  and  Riiifj  Jhire,  of  Georgetown,  I>.  C.  The  llnniMe 
was  fouinl  to  be  partially  laden  with  about  10  tons  of  jiig  iron,  5(K)  kegs 
of  luiils,  and  a  (juantity  of  camp  kettles;  the  Ring  7>f<rewith  about  80 
tons  of  pig  iron  and  two  carboys  of  vitriol.  Upon  examining  one 
George  II.  Stewart,  who  was  on  board  the  Brunette,  he  said  tlie  Ring 
Ihtve  was  loaded  at  Philadelphia  and  her  cargo  was  consigned  to  some 
one  in  Richmond.  The  Brunette  was  loaded  at  Baltimore  and  was 
destiueil  to  Norfolk  atui  Petersburg. 

As  there  was  no  doubt  thattliese  two  vessels  were  in  the  employment 
of  the  rebels,  I  have  seized  them  and  placed  them  in  charge  of  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  R.  H.Wyman,  who  is  directed  to  take  them  to  the 
navy  yard  at  Washington  and  to  await  your  further  oiders. 

On  Sutulay  last,  as  1  was  proceeding  down  the  Pot-omac,  oH"  Mathias 
Point,  spoke  the  steamer  Suphia,  bound  to  Washington.  Tlieotficer  in 
charge  of  her  informed  me  that  he  (hadl  just  been  tired  into  from  the 
])oint.  The  Yankee  was  then  steamed  in  close  under  the  I»nd,  and 
throwing  three  shells  in  among  the  trees  I  was  unable  to  discover  any 
signs  of  an  enemy. 

On  Monday,  with  the  Resolute  and  three  Ixiats  f^om  the  Pairnec  in 
conii»aiiy,  I  made  a  tboiough  reconnoissance  of  the  Yeocomico  and  its 
branches.  We  found  several  sunill  scbooners  there,  but  all  except  (uie 
had  their  sails  unbent  and  had  apparently  been  laid  uj)  for  some  time. 
The  one  with  her  sails  bent,  the  Favorite,  was  evidently  preparing  for 
a  trip  outside.  We  took  her  in  tow  and  anchoretl  her  off  Piney  Point, 
when,  on  my  return  yesterday,  I  found  she  had  been  sunk,  either  by 
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being  carelessly  rnn  into  by  another  vessel  or  from  the  neglect  on  my 
part  to  leave  men  ou  board  to  watch  and  keej)  her  pum|)ed  out. 

Yesterday  morning  Master  Budd,  commanding  the  RexoJute,  towed 
into  Piney  Point  a  fine  little  i>nngy,  the  Ocean  Ware^  of  Great  Wicomico, 
which  he  had  captured  afUT  a  long  chase  off  the  month  of  the  Greut 
Wicomico.  Her  officers  and  crew  made  their  escape  by  taking  to  their 
Ixiat,  taking  with  them  everything  from  the  vessel.  .She  is  now  being 
employed  under  the  direction  of  Commander  Rowan,  whom  I  have 
detailed  to  watch  by  night  the  coast  from  Smith's  Point  down  toward 
the  Rappahannock  River,  where  I  am  satisfied  from  information  obtainetl 
while  in  the  Nauticoke,  the  greater  jiart  of  the  supplies  furnished  the 
rebels  is  conveyed  from  the  eastern  shore  or  Tangier  Sound. 

Those  points — Tangier  and  Poeomoke  sounds — require  a  thorongh 
examination,  and  as  1  can  spare  the  vessels,  a  search  will  be  nia<le. 
The  Rcsohtle  left  yest*^rday  for  Wii'omico  River,  where  1  am  informed 
is  a  schooner  laden  with  supplies  of  ammunition  for  the  rebels. 

Commander  l>ove,  with  the  PocnhmittiM,  Rclcivie,  and  Reliance,  is 
stationed  ott'  Afjuia,  where  he  is  directed  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  rebel  steainer  l'(i<ie,  and  to  ofl'er  ]>rotection  to  vessels  passing  up 
and  down  the  river.  The  tenders  liaUct/,  Dana,  and  Gohb  are  engaged 
constantly  in  afl'ording  convoy  by  day  and  in  watching  the  movemen 
of  all  boats  by  night.  They  are  so  stationed  as  to  be  within  easy  ac 
of  some  one  of  the  steamers  of  the  flotilla. 

Judging  from  appearances  and  from  what  Commander  Dove  has 
mentioned  to  nie,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  rebels  have  been  moving  the 
greater  jiart  of  tiieir  forces  from  the  heights  back  of  Aqaia  Creek. 
Their  ramp,  which  was  quit*  conspicu(ms  a  few  days  ago,  is  now 
broken  up. 

Very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 

Commander,  U,  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  GniEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waskington,  J>.  C. 


iged 

ents^^H 

cesa^H 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commamhtnt  navy  yard,  Wanhi 
ton,  regardiny  release  of  schooners  Brunette  and  Riny  Dove. 

Navy  Department,  July  29, 1861. 
Sir:  Upon  papers  that  have  been  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State,  he  recommends  the  release  of  the  schooners  Brunette  and 
Riny  Bore,  recently  seized  by  Commander  Craven,  and  you  will  there- 
fore give  tlie  necessary  orders  to  efl"ect  that  object. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Commander  John  A.  Dahlgeen, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Petition  of  citizens  of  St.  Iniyoes,  Md.,  to  Commander  Craren,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  I'otomac  Flotilla,  regarding  steamboat  navigation  in  the 
Potomae. 

St.  Mary's  Ooitnty,  Md.,  July  21, 1861. 
Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  St.  Inigoea  district,  in  St. 
Mary's  County,  ask  your  kind  offices  to  cause  the  resumption  of  the 
steamboat  navigation  between  Baltimore  and  Washington,  via  Potomac 
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River,  wUicli  has  for  some  time  pastbeeu  interrupted,  to  the  great  iujury 
ami  detriment  of  all  persons  living  upon  or  contiguous  to  the  Potomac 
Kivcr  landings,  leaving  to  the  j)ropor  authorities  such  restrictions  and 
regulatioiia  as  the  case  may  require. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servants, 


A.  J.  FOXWELL. 
KaNDOLPH  tlONES. 

C.  M.  Jones. 

J  AS.  l'\  Ellicott. 

J.  W.  Herrkst  [FobkestT! 

J.  Pitt  Fokrest. 

James  [illegible]. 

WM,  P,  SlUTH. 

Jno,  a.  Crane. 
Wm.  C.  Bayne. 
Jos.  T.  Artis. 
Jno.  W.  Bennett. 
Thos.  J.  Bennett. 
R.  B.  Crane. 
W.  L.  BiscoB. 
Rout.  Crane. 
JA^rES  B.  Locker. 


O.  N.  Evans. 
Thos.  J.  Byrd. 

Jos.  MlLBURNE. 

Hefleboweb  &  Co.  (Point 

Lookout). 
J.  E.  Bhufpey. 
w.  mubphey. 
B.  F.  McKay. 
J.  B.  Courtney. 
H.  M.  Langly. 
J.  H  Hopkins. 
Jno.  G.  Lilbubn. 
Jas.  K.  Jones. 
Walter  Lanoley. 
N.  B.  Lanoley. 
T.  T.  DRirRY. 
Jas.  H.  Miles. 


Commodore  Ckaven, 

Commanding  U.  A'.  Squadron  in  Potomtw  River. 


Cooperation  of  the  U,  S.  Marine  Corps  in  the  hatth  of  Bull  Rvn,  July 

21,  1861. 

Order  of  tha  Beoretary  of  the  Navy  to  Colonel  Conunuidant,  V.  8.  Marine  Corps,  regarding 

detail  of  maiinei. 

Navy  Depai£Tiient,  July  is,  l8iil. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  detail  from  the  barracks  four  companies  of 
eighty  men  each,  the  whole  under  command  of  Ma.i(jr  Reynolds,  with 
the  necessary  ofliccrs,  uimconimiasioncd  officers,  and  musicians,  for 
temporary  field  service  under  Hrigiidicr(ieueinl  McDowell,  to  whom 
Miijor  Reynolds  will  report.  General  McDowell  will  furnish  the  bat- 
talion with  camp  equipage,  provisions,  etc. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

GiUEON  Welles. 
Colonel  John  Harris, 

U.  S.  Maritte  Corpn. 


Beport  of  tlie  Colonel  Commandant  U.  8.  Marine  Corpi,  tranimitting  report  of  Major  Beysoldt, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  of  coopetation  with  the  U.  8.  Army  in  the  Boll  Ron  campaign. 

HEADytTABTERS   MARINE   CORPS, 

Washington,  July  24,  1861. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Major  Reynolds's  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  mariue  battalion  detiiched  for  service  with  the  Army 
and  recommend  that  they  again  be  assigned,  as  they  are  wanted  to 
their  more  legitimate  duties  in  the  corps. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jno.  Habris, 

Colonel,  Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navif. 
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P.  8. — In  view  of  tbe  rej)ort  made  by  Major  Ucyiiolds  I  recoiiinie 
that  the  Department  order  an  extra  issue  of  blankets  to  tbe  men  w 
have  lost  them. 


J.  H 


[Enclwuro.J 


Marine  Babuacks,  ITeadqitarters, 

Wailtiiujton,  July  31,  1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  t-o  report  the  movements  and  operation 
of  the  battalion  of  marines  uniler  my  otmimaud,  dcUuled  to  cooi>erat 
with  the  Army. 

The  battalion  left  the  l)arracks  at  head<inarters  in  time  to  reach  th 
Vlrtfinia  end  of  the  I'otomac  Long  Hridge  at  3  p.  m.  July   IG,  am 
procetMled  up  the  Columbia  turnpike  until  an  oflBcer  purjMjrtiiig  to 
the  assistant  adjutiintgeneral  of  Colonel  (Andrew]  Porter's  bri^fad 
came  up  and  assigned  uh  ]M)sitit>n  in  the  line  of  marcu,  which  placttl 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  Captain  [Charles]  (IrifMn's  battery  of  flyinj 
artillery.    This  assignment  was  continued  uj)  to  the  period  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Kuu.    On  reaching  the  field,  and  for  some  hours  previoasly,. 
the  battery's  accelerat^^ii  nuircb  was  such  as  to  keep  my  command  morel 
or  less  in  double-quick  time;  consequently  the  men  became  fatigued  or^ 
exhausted  in  strength.     Being  obliged  at  this  period  to  halt,  in  onler 
to  alVord  those  in  (lie  rear  an  op]jortuuity  of  closing  up  and  taking 
their  pro]M.'r  place  in  line,  the  battery  was  lost  to  protection  from  tUe 
force  un(ler  uiy  coniniaiid.  J 

This  I  stateit  to  Colonel  Porter,  who  was  ever  present  watching  tb^ 
events  of  the  day.    The  position  of  the  batt-ery  was  pointed  out  and  I 
was  directed  to  alVord  the  necessary  sujiport.     In  taking  this  ]>ositioD 
the  battalion  was  exposed  to  a  galling  lire.     While  holding  it,  (jeneral 
McDowell  ordered  the  battalion  to  cover  or  support  the  Fourteenth 
New  York  Keginicnt,  which  was  about  to  be  engaged.     The  battalion 
in  conse(|uenco  took  the  jiosition  iinlit'atcil  by  the  general,  but  was 
unable  to  liolrl  it,  owing  to  the  heavy  lire  which  was  oi)ened  upon  them. 
They  broke  three  several  times,  but  as  frequently  formed,  and  urged 
back  to  their  position,  when  tinally  a  general  rout  took  place  in  which 
tbe  marines  participated.     No  effort  on  the  part  of  their  ofiicera  could  J 
induce  tliem  to  rally,     I   am  constrained  to  call  your  attention  to  the! 
fact  that,  when  taking  into  consideration  tbe  command  was  composed 
eutlrely  of  recruits,  not  one  being  in  service  over  three  weeks,  and  many 
had  hardly  learned  their  faciugs,  the  ollicers  likewise  being  but  a  abort 
time  in  the  servi<!e,  their  conduct  was  such  as  to  elicit  the  highest  com- 
meuilation.     (M"  the  3.')0  oflBcers  and  enlisted  men  under  my  command, 
there   were  but  li  stall'  officers,  2  captains,  1  first  lieutenant,  and  9 
noncommissioned  oflicers,  and  2  musiciaus  who  were  experienced  fi-om 
length  of  service.    The  remainder  were  of  c<mr80  raw  recruits,  which 
being  considered,  I  am  happy  to  reftortthe  good  conduct  of  officers  and 
men.    The  oflicers,  although  but  little  expeiienced,  were  zealous  in  their 
efforts  to  carry  out  my  orders.     In  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Hitchcock 
the  corps  has  been  deprived  of  a  \-aluable  acquisition.     On  the  field  hej 
was  CTer  present  and  zealous.     He  sought  and  won  the  approbation  od 
his  coiumandiiig  and  brother  oflicers.     Enclosed  please  find  a  return  of 
the  battalion,  showing  its  present  strength  with  casualties,  etc.     The 
abrupt  and  hasty  retreat  from  the  field  of  battle  presents  a  deplorable 
deficiency  in  both  arms  and  equipments.     The  rout  being  ol'  such  a 
geueral  character  the  men  of  all  arms  commingled,  the  only  alternative 
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left  was  (o  hasten  to  tho  ground  oct-iipiwl  by  the  brigade  txi  wliicb  we 
were  attached  on  the  moruiug  of  the  day  of  tho  battle.  Ou  my  way 
thither  I  liad  tlie  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  General  Meigs,  whose 
consternation  at  tho  disastrous  retreat  was  pictured  upon  hiscounte- 
nanee.  lie  was  of  tho  opinion  the  army  should  hasten  to  Arliufitoii, 
fearing  otherwise  the  enemy  would  follow  uj)  their  suceesses  and  <ait 
us  otl'oti  the  road.  My  men  being  weaiy  ami  much  exhausted,  without 
blankets  and  other  necessaries,  I  determined  i(»  strengthen  such  as 
sh(Hdd  i)ass  the  wagons  by  hot  colfee,  antl  move  on  to  heuihinarters  at 
W'ashintou  (Jity,  where  their  wants  could  bo  supplied.  But  few  came 
u]!,  others  continued  on  to  the  Long  Bridgf,  where,  on  my  arrival,  I 
found  some  seventy  or  more,  who,  at  my  urgent  solicitation  were  yter- 
mitted  to  accompany  me  to  the  barracks.  In  assuming  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  return  to  headquarters,  I  trust  my  course  will  meet  the 
approbation  <)f  authority. 

lllankets  were  thrown  asi<le  by  my  order  on  entering  the  field,  which, 
from  force  of  ctrcuinstanees,  we  were  afterwards  unable  to  recover. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

i  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

J  NO.  Geo.  ItEYNOLUs, 

Major,  Commanding  Bttttalion. 

Colonel  John  IIabbis, 

Commandant  Marine  Corpti,  Headquarlirn. 

[SuboDclosure.] 

Kt-port  of  marine  hatlalioti  uvdir  command  of  Major  John  G.  Itei/Moldt   in  the  recent 
battle  before  Maiianacu,  Juhi  Zl,  ISGt. 


KlUeda 

WttandiMl,  ftlMMintb 

Wnundod,  iu  liOMpitaie . 
MliwlDgcl 


TiilHl  »tnn(^li f 

Killed,  wounded,  mlsalng,  uid  liek. 


PnMnt,  fit  for  doty  . 


KiUad  and  woitndsd. 
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d  Second  Lieuteuunt  Hit<-liaiok,  PriTHt«ji  Clccg,  HaTris,  HnghM,  Laiie,  Voore.  Ferktsa,  Rilry.  Ward. 

fr  Corporal  Sti'luiT,  erivatOH  St«wnrt,  K^twerH,  SloiiKmn,  Bradford. 

c  BrttTel  MiO'T  /.cilin,  Lit-ntenant  Hjile  (in  (|iiarUsra),  I'rivnteM  I>(Klfc«,  E<«hc]lN,  I'iffi^r,  Lung. 
M<:K4*UDa.  McC'ann.  Wheloii,  MrGuigan,  Ilowell,  Itannohiui,  C(m,Ic,  Pott4^r. 

<1  PriVHiea  Biirrett,  Hunt,  McCrinlal,  Clark,  MoCoy,  Lewla,  Beaua,  Uempacf,  Eroaalcr,  Uennutl, 
Otlo,  CaoDon,  Stanley,  DooaDaon,  Foley,  WomI. 

t  MiOor  Slack,  iiuartonnaateT,    Kut  in  action. 

Aug.  S.  Nicholson, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector. 
Jno.  KoniNsoN, 

iStri/eant-Mtyor, 
Marine  Barracks, 

Watihinffton,  J).  V,  July  33,  1861. 
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I  Tolcgram.] 

Navy  Yabd  [  Washingtoh,  D.  C],  July  21, 1861. 
The  Perry  has  been  sent  to  Alexandria  and  the  steam  tug  with  her. 
The  rairnce  has  been  sent  fur,  as  Mr.  Fox  has  ])robably  informe*!  you, 
and  should  be  oil"  Alexandria  by  morning. 

The  Freeborn  is  being  got  ready  and  has  all  the  force  which  this 
yard  2>us8e88e8. 

J.  A.  Daulgren. 
Hon,  Secbetaby  of  Navy. 


[Telegnmi.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  July  22, 1861. 
The  Baltimore  has  returned  and  the  I'awnce  will  be  soon  nj).  I  have 
therefore  directed  the  I'ovakontas  to  return  down  the  river  to  her 
station  off  Aqnia,  as  the  Ice  Boat  is  here  alone  and  the  commanding 
officer  sen<ls  word  lie  does  not  consider  the  vessel  safe.  The  Freeborn 
is  nearly  ready  to  leave.    Shall  she  return  to  the  (lotillat 

Jno.  a.  Daulgren. 
Navy  Department. 


[TeleKnin.] 

July  22, 18G1. 
Do  not  send  ofif  the  Freeborn  until  further  orders. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
For  Secretary  Navy. 
J.  A.  Dahlgeen, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  0. 


[Telegnun.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  July  22, 1861, 
The  Freeborn  will  not  leave  until  further  orders. 

J.  A.  Daiilgben. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Riinyon,  U.  8.  Army,  to  commanding  officer 
U.  8.  brig  Perry,  regarding  removal  of  means  of  retreat. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Alexandria,  July  22, 1661. 
Sir:  To  prevent  the  soldiers  of  the  column  now  retreating  to  the 
Potomac  from  going  over  to  VVashington  and  creating  a  panic  in  that 
city,  yon  will  remove  out  oi'  their  reach  every  means  of  conveying  them 
by  water  fi-om  the  wharves  of  this  city. 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

Theodore  Ritsyon, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Fourth  Division. 

Commander  of  Perry. 
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Report  of  Commander  Dure,  U.  S.  Nai^y,  commanding  U.  8,  S.  Pocahontas, 
staling  the  came  of  his  presence  off  Aleaandria,  Va, 

U.  B.  8.  Pocahontas, 

Off  Alexandria,  July  22,  1861. 
Sir  :  Having  waited  some  hours  after  Lieutenant  Parker  (with  orders 
for  the  flotilla)  passed  down  this  morning  for  Captain  Craven  and  the 
otUvr  steamers,  and  they  not  making  their  appearaufc,  I  considered 
the  emergency  to  require  the  preseiieo  of  tli is  steamer  up  fiere  and  Lave 
accordingly  arrived  (o  render  sueh  service  as  may  be  in  my  power.  I 
left  the  Ice  Boat  to  guard  Aquia  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bknj.  M.  Dove, 


I 


Hon.  GmEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  ^Yrtshington,  D,  0, 


Commander, 


[Xeltgrmm.] 

Navy  Dbpaktment,  July  22,  1861. 
Commander  Dove  has  come  up  to  Alexandria  in  the  Pocahontas, 

the  Refriijvrator  [fee  Boat]  at  Aquia  Creek.  The  Department  would 
prefer  to  Lave  the  Ucfrujerator  up,  if  uecessary,  leaving  tlie  Pocahontas, 
as  the  stronger  vessel,  dowu  the  river,  where  a  guard  is  necessary. 

Send  Ler  down  and  do  not  bi-ing  up  the  Bc/riyerator  unless  the  colonel 
in  command  strongly  desires  it,  as  the  Pairnve  Las  been  ordered  up. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 
Oiiptain  J.  A.  DAiTLaEEN, 

Commanding  Washifigton  Xavy  Yard. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TT.  8.  8.  Pawnee, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  off  Alexandria,  Va. 

U.   S.   S.   I'AWNEE, 

Off  Alexandria,  July  32,  1S61. 
SiE:  I  have  the  Lonor  to  rep«>rt  my  arrival  oft'  this  city  at  5:30  p.  m. 
this  afternoon,  in  obedience  to  an  order  re*-eived  this  morning  off  CajMJ 
[Point]  Lookout. 

Very  respectfully,  your-  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  yavy,  Washington. 


k 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Pawnee, 
requesting  instructions  regarding  refugees. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Off  Alexandria,  July  23, 1861. 
Sir:  Early  on  Saturday  morning  last  while  off  Point  Ijookout  three 
negroes  came  to  the  ship  in  a  canoe  from  the  Virginia  shore.    They 
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say  they  are  free,  but  Lave  no  free  ytiipers,  aii<l  assign  as  a  rea-son  for 
ruiming  away  that  they  were  required  to  light.  I  have  also  ou  boanl 
two  shives  taken  frmu  tlie  Virginia  shore  by  the  hite  Commander  J.  H. 
Ward;  they  say  tiiey  belong  to  Mrs.  Stewart,  a  widow,  residing  near 
Mathias  Point.  I  respectfully  request  instructions  in  relation  to  all 
these  peoi)le. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander. 
Hon.  GiDRON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Sacy,  Wanhinyton. 


JtMtruvl iong  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ifary  to  Coinmander  Rowan,  V.  S, 
Xavy,  commandimj  U.  S.  S.  Pairnee,  reyarding  refuyeea. 

Navy  Dkpautment,  July  36,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  conimunicatiou  of  the  23d  instaut  con- 
ceruiug  certain  free  negroes  and  slaves  belonging  to  Virginia  who  are 
now  on  board  the  Pairnec. 

It  has  not  been  the  iK)licy  of  the  Government  to  encourage  tbe  emi- 
gration of  this  chiss  of  persons,  whether  bond  or  free;  but  where  you 
have  them,  as  in  this  case,  on  board,  you  can,  as  I  understand  verbally 
you  do,  employ  ttie  .slaves,  and  those  w!io  are  free  need  not  be  returned. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  S.  C.  Uowan, 

ComiiKDidinti  U.  S.  S.  Patcnee,  Potomac  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Parroit,  IT.  S.  yary,  commaiidiny  U.  S.  brig  Perry, 
tranHmittiny  vom  muni  cat  ion  from  Major  Hankin,  if.  S.  Army,  com- 
mandiiiy  Fort  Wanhinyton,  Md.,  reyardiity  nteamer  Qipxy. 

U.  S.  Biiio  Perry, 

Off  Alej-tiitdria,  July  3i,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the'J'-'d  instant  the  commander  at  Fort  Washington  seut  to 

me  the  steamer  Oijixy  with  a  guard  on  board  with  a  letter,  a  copy  of 

whit'h  1  enelose.     I  have  since  kc])t  her  alongside,  under  tlie  advice 

of  the  commanders  of  the  Painiee  and  Pocakoiitafi.     Our  pilot  and  the 

captain  of  the   (lipnii  both  say  she  has  not  power  enough  to  tow  the 

Perry  against  the  tide,  but  I  have  thought  she  might  bo  of  service  in 

towing  under  some  circumstances,  and  have  kept  her  aliMigside  rather 

than  send  her  to  the  yard.    The  commandant  at  I'^ort  Washington  sent 

a  verl)al  message  that  her  owner  was  a  secessionist,  and  that  a  ritle 

secession  company  had  lately  been  raised  at  Piscataway. 

1  await  your  orders  in  regard  to  the  steamer  iiipsy. 

Very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parbott, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Commander  J.  A.  Dahlgben, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Waj<hinyton,  J).  C. 
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lEnrlaHiiri'.l 

FoET  Wasuington,  Md.,  .July  23,  1801, 
The  steamer  Oipsy,  belonging  in  Piscataway,  Md.,  Imviug  returned 
here  before  her  regular  liuur,  atid  lielieving  tliia  .st«>iiiut*r  iimy  be  of  serv- 
ice to  the  (loverninetif,  I  send  her  biick  to  reitort  to  you.  Piscataway 
is  a  strong  disunion  place,  and  for  the  present  I  do  not  think  it  ]iru<lent 
that  she  should  go  there  if  the  reiiorta  which  she  brought  here  are  true. 
I  send  a  gnard  with  her  and  one  of  the  boats  belonging  here.  They 
can  return  in  tlie  boat  if  you  detain  the  Gipny. 
In  baste,  yours,  etc., 

J.  A.  Haskin, 
Brevet  Major,  and  Captain,  U.  8.  Army,  Comvianding  J'ost. 

CO-MMANDER    OF   U.  S.  XAVY, 

At  Alexandria,  Va. 


Report  of  com niandant  navy  yard,  Wa^kinijton,  riijardinij  the  furnuihing 
of  reeHj'orcvmentH  for  the  fortx  of  the  Potomae. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wanhinf/tou,  July  i>l,  1861. 

Sib:  On  the  22d  in.stant  I  received  a  reiiucst  from  Major  [G.  D.] 
IJamsay  to  furnish  some  seacoast  howitzers  or  ammunition  to  iissist  the 
Ibrts  on  the  sonth  side  of  the  Potomac. 

Last  night  I  also  recei\ed  your  order  to  send  some  otticers  and  men 
to  assist  in  working  the  guns  of  Fort  ICIlsworth;  also  to  have  hiTidcd 
from  the  J'ainivv  and  I'erry  soriieofljcers  and  men  for  tlie  same  puriiosc. 

AVith  a  view  to  meet  both  of  these  contingencies  couteinidated  by 
your  order  and  the  re<|uest  of  Major  Kamsay,  I  have  forwarded  some 
IXiuch  cannon  and  eight  howitzers  with  70  seamen  from  the  yard,  *J0 
from  tha  Pairnee,  and  I'O  from  the  I'trry,  with  a  rei|uest  to  the  com- 
manding general  to  assign  a  position  where  the  detachment  can  be 
kept  together  unrler  its  own  othcers. 

Tliis  amount  of  ordnance  will  be  well  supplied  with  animuniti<m,  and 
I  have  also  nnide  ikirangenients  for  the  snl)sistcnce  of  the  detachment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b^  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

J  NO.   A.    DAni.CrREN, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ITelsgruu.J 

Navy  Depaetstent,  July  25, 1861. 
Send  Captain  I)aldgren  fifty  marines  for  service  within  the  lines. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Colouel  John  Uarris, 

U.  8,  Marine  Corps. 


k 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Colonel  Commandant  V.  S.  Marine 
Corps  regarding  increase  of  force  under  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  July  25, 1861. 
Captain  Dahlgren  writes  that  "  there  are  re<iuired  for  the  proper 
service  of  the  yard  40  seamen  and  50  marines  in  addition  to  those.  vwv«« 
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in  the  yard,*'  aud  "  also  20  marines  to  i)rotect  the  magazine,  whic 
outside  of  the  yard.'' 

You  will  be  pleased  to  eotisult  with  Ciiptaiii  l>|ahlgTeu]  on  the 
ject,  supply  the  demand,  and  make  necessary  ari-.tugeuieMts  for  qt 
ters  for  them. 

Very  resjiectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wei 
Colonel  John  Harris, 

U.  S.  Marine  Corps. 


I 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Reao 
of  a  reconnoissance  in  Wicomico  and  Poeomoke  rivers. 

U-  S.  S.  Resolute,  Juli/  25,  186. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  Commander  Craven  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  be 
you  the  tnllowinj;  information  obtained  by  me  in  a  recent  reconnoissi 
of  the  Wicomico  and  Poconioko  rivers  and  of  Tangier  autl  Pocoi 
sounds: 

Large  numbers  of  meu  and  ijuantities  of  supplies  are  constantly  I  < 
ried]  into  Aeeomiie  Cimnty,  Va.,  and  from  there  tranferred  to  the  Yi 
and  Kapiiahannock  rivers,  leaving  the  eastern  Virgiuia  shore 
I'ungoteague,  Onancock,  and  Cherrystone  inlets,  the  means  of  trans 
portatioii  auross  the  bay  being  small  schooners  aud  large  rowboai 
the  trips  are  made  prineipally  at  night.  A  iH?rsou  named  Wilson,  pi 
prietur  of  the  Washington  House  at  rrincess  Auue,  Md.,  receives  a 
harlxirs  supplies  aud  recruits.  He  forwards  them  by  hacks  and  wagone 
to  Newtown,  lid.  At  the  latt«r  place  E.  Hrydeu,  of  the  Union  Uotel, 
forwards  them  to  Virginia.  Virginia  hacks  and  wagons  come  and  go 
to  and  from  Newtown ;  the  men  aud  arms  jiass  tbrougli  daily.  There  18 
a  large  number  of  Union  men  in  Newtown,  but  they  are  helpless  aqd 
unarmed.  I  would  particularly  call  your  atteutiou  to  the  steam^ 
^Vih^in  tSmall,  ruuning  between  Baltinu)re  aud  Princess  Auue,  making 
an  intermediate  weekly  trip  to  Aiinemesaex.  She  has  violated  the 
blockade  twice  by  going  twice  into  Virginia  during  her  absence  from 
Bah imore  during  the  past  twenty  days.  She r'anies  large  (puintities  of 
goods  to  Annemessex  marked  P.  Cary  &  H.  Drydeu.  These  goods 
find  their  way  to  Aceomac  and  from  thence  to  west  Virginia.  Tl 
captain  of  the  Wilson  iS'ihk/I  owns  a  store  in  Pungoteague,  Va. 

In   the  river  Wicomico,  at   Salisbury,  a  person  named   Parker 
engaged  in  forwarding  supplies  obtained  front  Haltimore  to  Virginia. 

The  United  States  collector  at  Deal's  Island,  W.  Price,  has  issu 
licenses  to  vessels  owned  in  Virginia,  permitting  them  to  hail  froi 
Deal's  Island  under  suh  rosa  owners.    These  vessels  are  engaged 
furnishing  supplies  to  the  rebels,  regularly  clearing  from  Baltimore. 
obtained  the  nnnio  of  only  one,  the  J/ispatcli.     I  had  information  th 
the  collector  at  Snow  Hill  had  also  issued  licenses  iu  the  same  wa; 
Supplies  are  sent  also  from  the  North  to  Chincoteague,  on  the  Atlau 
coast,  from  thence  across  country  and  ultimately  to  west  Virgiuia, 

f)er8on  named  Clark,  a  preteruled  Union  man  iu  Newtowu,  furnisb 
arge  quantities  of  supplies  to  rebels  iu  east  Virginia.    There  is  a  cam] 
of  iusuigentH  near    Kastville,   one  at  IIorut4)WU,  one  at  Drummoi 
Town,  also  at  I'uugoteague  and  Onaucock  inlets;  they  are,  as  far  as 
couhl  ascertain,  well  supplied  with  arms.     The  inhabitants  of  Tangi 
and  Watt's  islands  are  constantly  threatened  with  attacks  from  maraw 
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iiig  parties  from  east  Virginia.  They  are  able  to  give  ]>leiity  of  iiiforni- 
atioii,  and  would  liail  with  delight  tbe  api>earam'0  of  a  coai>lo  of  our 
Rinal  I. steamers,  who, by  cruising  in  Tangier  and  Toeomoke  sounds,  woiUd 
efiectnally  ^U>\i  the  passage  of  supi>lieH  and  protect  tlieiti  at  tbe  same 
time.  I  captured  three  smalt  sehooner.s  who  have  been  and  are  engaged 
in  carrying  finpplies  to  the  rebels,  namely,  the  Artist,  the  (Jhempeakc, 
and  tbe  Jnn.  McCabc.  I  would  respectfully  again  call  your  attention  to 
the  steamer  Wilson  Snidil,  She  will  be  seized  at  Aniiemessex,  as  the 
St,  Nifhola^  was  in  tbe  Potomac,  if  measures  are  not  itistautly  taken  to 
stop  her  nefarious  traflic. 

While  in  the  Pocomoke  Kiveran  attempt  was  made  by  the  Virginians 
to  intercept  and  capture  my  vessel  on  my  return  down  the  river.  Six 
hundred  riflemen  were  seut  up  with  two  lieldjueces  from  Horntown. 
Happily,  I  got  a  hint  of  what  whh  going  on  and  dropiied  (piietly  down 
at  night  below  the  point  of  danger.  Tbe  insurgents  came,  but  too  late. 
I  remain,  respectfully, 

William  Bunn, 
Actinff  Maiiter,  U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  »S.  Jievolute. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieuiettiint  Lowry,  TJ.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Thomnn 
Freeborn,  of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  oftlie  sloop  A.  B.  Leon. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Freeborn, Jwiy  .?.•>,  18G1 — l.p.  m. 
Sir:  I  send  Acting  Master  ISogert  with  sloop  .4.  B,  Xeo?i,  the  master 
of  which,  with  two  boats,  I  captured  on  the  Virginia  shore;  the  sloop  at 
anchor  opposite  on  the  Maryland  shore.  I  captured  two  jaingiea  and 
one  sloop  on  representations  from  Fort  Washington  and  handed  them 
over  to  Major  [J.  A.j  Haskiu.  On  board  of  one  1  found  a  Mr.  Nagle,  of 
Philadelphia,  who,  by  his  own  admission,  has  just  left  ^'irginia.  By  his 
papers  and  contradictory  statements  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronounc- 
ing him  an  enemy  to  our  cause  and  recently  in  communication  with 
the  rebels. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

R.  B.  LOVTRY, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Freeborn. 

Commander  Thomas  T.  Craten, 

Commanding  Potomac  Squadron. 


r 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Bogert,  U.  8.  Nary,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 

sloop  A .  B.  Leon. 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  July  2G,  1861, 
Sir:  While  proceeding  down  the  river  yesterday  in  the  Freeborn, 
when  off  Fort  Washington,  we  were  boarded  by  an  officer  from  the 
fort  who  reported  several  vessels  below  lauding  men  in  Virginia. 
We  went  down  and  took  possession  of  them,  bringing  them  up  to 
the  fort  and  delivering  them  over  to  Major  Haskiu,  Irom  whom  we 


received  the  information.  On  again  leaving  for  onr  sfufion  below  we 
foDiid  the  sloop  ^l.  B.  Lcoii  ancLoied  near  the  ^laryhiiid  shore,  opposite 
White  Iloiise  Point,  while  the  eaptaiii  with  one  man  was  seen  on  the 
Virginia  shore  with  two  large  boats.  Lowering  the  cutt-er  we  procee<le«l 
toward  the  shore  to  take  possession,  when,  seeing  eseape  iui[>os8ible. 
they  came  oft".  Not  trusting  the  st<iry  they  told.  Captain  Ix)MTy  ordere<l 
me  to  take  them  u*  the  navy  yard  and  report  tj>  Coniniander  Craven. 
Meeting  him  on  the  river  in  the  nijiht  he  ordered  me  to  report  to  you 
directly.  The  vessel  is  now  at  the  navy  yard,  subject  to  the  dispo.-^itiou 
of  the  (.iovernnient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BOGEHT, 

Acting  Mauler . 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  eonimtindant  navy  yard,  Wojihing- 
ton,  regarding  ilisposilion  of  prigonera. 

Navy  Uepartstent,  July  29,  1861. 
Sir:  The  comnmnication  of  Acting  Master  J.  W.  Bogert  of  the  26th 
instant  forwarded  by  you  has  been  received. 

Yon  will  have  the  men  who  were  captured  with  the  schooner  A.  B, 
Leon  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities  and  retain  the- vessel. 
I  am,  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wbllbs. 
Commander  .TouN  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Xany  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Gotnmander  Craven,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  rotomac  Flotilla, 
requcnting  utiaiatance  in  the  aeizure  of  accreted  anna. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
OffPiiwy  Point,  July  26,  18i>l—ll  p.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  received  reliable  information  that  there  are  now  secreted 
at  Leon;H'dtown,  Md.,  two  pieces  of  cannon  and  about  forty  stand  of 
arms.  The  cannon  have  arrived  there  Imt  recently  and  are  en  route 
for  the  rebels.  The  small  arms  iire  supposed  to  belong  to  the  State  and 
should  have  been  turned  in,  in  obedieiK'e  to  a  pruclamalion  issued  some 
time  since  by  the  governor. 

Could  I  be  assisted  by  the  marshal  or  one  of  his  deputies  with  the 
necessary  search  warrant,  1  have  no  doubt  that  these  arms  can  be 
found  and  seized. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  FlotHla. 

Tlon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washinglon, 


OPEEATION8   ON  THE   POTOMAC   AND   RAPPAHANNOCK. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Com  ma  at}  er  Craven,  U.  S.  Kavy, 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  <jrantin<j  authority  for  seizure  of  seci'etcd 
arms. 

Navy  Depaktjtent,  July  27, 1861. 
Sib:  Yonra  of  the  26th  is  received.  No  search  warrant  will  be  nec- 
essary. Ydu  iiro  lior(»by  autliorize<l,  if  you  are  satislieil  that  the  arms 
are  intended  for  the  rebels,  to  seize  tliem  and  refer  the  parties  to  tlie 
Department.  You  will  eull  on  Colonel  Ilarria  or  ( 'aptaiu  JJahlgren  for 
assistance  shonld  any  further  force  be  necessary. 
Very  respectlully,  your  obeilient  servant, 


GroKON  Welles. 


Captain  Thomas  T,  Ceaven, 

Commander  of  the  Flotilla  off  Piney  Point, 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard.  Wash  in;/ ton,  regarding  further  re/tn- 
forcement  for  Fort  EU«worth. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washimiton,  July  27,  18C1. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  yonr  telej^rapliic  order*  of  the  22d  I  sent  a 
detachment  of  ollicera  and  uieti  from  this  yard  to  assist  in  the  defense 
of  Fort  Ellsworth,  and  haviuj;  some  pieces  of  heavy  and  lijjht  ordnance 
also  at  hand,  which  would  bo  very  useful  and  to  which  the  seamen  are 
better  aiscustouied  tiian  to  army  ordnance,  1  sent  them  also. 

A  suitable  position  having  been  designated  by  the  proper  military 
autb<uity  the  guns  hav(!  been  iijaccd  there  and  I  have  now  the  satis- 
factiiin  to  inform  you  that  last  nighi,  when  a  general  beat  to  (juarters 
occurred,  our  naval  battery  of  tliree  IX-incli  guns  and  live  howitzers 
was  uiauned  anil  ready  to  take  its  part  in  defending  the  lines. 

The  site  of  tlie  battery  is  a  spur  of  the  jilateaii  where  stands  Fort 
Ellsworth,  but  U)  whicli  the  work  can  not  be  conveniently  extended. 
It  is  therefore  of  imitortance  and  is  perhaps  the  moat  ai-cessible  to 
attack  from  the  character  of  the  ground. 

The  total  force  is  11(1  seamen  anil  40  niarines. 

Lieutenant  Parker,  to  whom  I  have  asaigucd  this  charge,  ha«  asked 
of  mo  Some  reen forcement  of  seamen  and  marines,  which  1  am  unable 
to  give  without  lessening  the  force  in  the  yard  too  ninch. 

I  would  like  to  do  so,  however,  if  the  Department  thinks  proper  and 
would  allow  me  a  reen  forcement  of  about  1(K)  seamen  for  the  yard. 

It  is  due  to  our  men  to  say  that  they  have  laid  the  platforms  and 
done  all  the  work  necessary  to  tlie  operation  of  the  guns. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dauloren, 

Commandant. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  yamf. 
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Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  exchange  of  nhots  with  the  battery  on  Marlborough  Point. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  July  2'.),  1801—11:30  a.  m. 

SlK:  At  about  10  o'clock,  as  I  was  passiiifj  the  nioutli  of  Potomiic 
Creek,  I  discovered  lui  encampment  of  the  rebels  upon  Marlborough 
Point,  and  at  the  same  time  n  battery  of  about  five  heavy  guns  ou  the 
southern  bank  of  the  creek. 

With  a  view  of  ascertaining  if  the  rebels  were  there  in  force,  accom- 
panied by  the  steamer  Rfliancf,  I  opened  fire  upon  the  encampment. 
Our  fire  was  promptly  returned  by  iicouce^iled  battery  ou  Marlboroiijch 
Point,  the  tu'st  shot  from  a  riHed  canuon  taking  efl'ect  upon  our  port 
wheelhouse,  but  without  doing  any  material  damage.  The  little  Reli- 
ance gallantly  tried  her  best  to  reach  the  rebels.  Having  accomplished 
the  object  of  uiy  examiuation,  and  finding  our  guns  had  not  safticicut 
range  to  be  efl'ective,  I  proceeded  on  my  course. 

At  Marlborough  I'oiut  there  is  eucami)ed  at  least  one  regimeut  of 
men.  Thi'y  have  mounted  at  least  live  ritied  cannon,  besides  the  live 
just  mcntioncit  ou  the  wmth  side  of  the  creek. 

When  passing  Mathias  Point  it  was  sujjposed  by  several  of  the  officers 
on  board  of  the  Reliance  and  this  vessel  that  they  observed  signs  of 
the  rebels  having  been  at  work  thrt>wing  up  batteries  of  earthworks. 

tliespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
Tiios.  T.  Craven, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  WanhiMfton,  J).  C. 
Ore 
: 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Comma ndrr  Craven,  U,  8.  Navy, 
rommanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  enjoining  a  critical  examination  of 
cargoes  of  vessclis  to  prevent  Hmuggiing. 


Navy  Department,  July  3f>,  1861, 
Sir:  The  Department  would  impress  upon  you  the  imjiortance  of 
examining  very  critically  the  cargoes  of  vessels  that  are  engaged  in 
commerce  with  the  Maryland  shore  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that 
they  are  such  as  described  in  their  manifests.  As  an  instance  of  the 
means  resorted  to  for  smuggling  arms  and  contraband  goods  into  the 
insurrectionary  States,  the  case  of  the  schooner  liticna  Vinta  I  would 
refer  to.  She  cleared  from  Haltimore  for  St.  Mary's  with  an  assorted 
cargo  and  wa.s  .seized  by  the  late  Commander  Ward  as  a  suspicious 
vessel  and  brought  to  the  navy  yard  here.  Her  cargo  was  sold,  and  it 
has  since  come  to  light  that  5  barrels  purporting  to  contain  whisky 
were  filled  with  i)istols. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Flotilla,  Potomac  River. 

P.  8. — The  articles  as  per  manifest  were  sMp^ied  from.  Baltimore  by 
G.  E.  H.  Leffler.  '- 
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Report  of  Communihr  Craven,  V,  S.  Xavy,  commanditui  Potomac  FlotiUn, 
trati-ttmiUina  n-pori  of  JAeuieiutnl  Loirry,  l'.  S.  ^'ary,  commanding 
U.  8.  S.  Thovian  Freeborn,  o/  services  performed  by  that  re««e/. 

U.   S.   S.   YAiNKEE, 

Of  Alexandria,  July  :}9,  1861. 
Sir  :  Herewitli  I  have  the  liouor  to  enclose  a  commutiicatidii  from 
Lit'iitcuantConunaiiding  Lowry,  with  a  letter*  which  he  iuterceiited  this 
iitoriiiiig. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedie.ut  servant, 

Thus.  T.  Craven, 

Commander,  U.  S,  Navy. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washinf/toti,  /).  C, 

[Encliifiurr.] 

[U.    S.    iS.]    FltE'ETlORN, 

Potomai-  Hirer,  July  29,  1861, 

Str:  In  oheclienee  to  your  order  I  have  been  I'niistiif;  in  this  vessel 
between  Fort  Wnshjiifjton  suul  liiidil's  Ferry.  The  [irizo  schooner 
Ucean  Ware  is  in  iirojurress  luf|  refitting.  Major  Ilaskin,  commandant 
at  Fort  Washington,  Iniving  no  regular  means  of  eommnni<'iiting  with 
Alexandria,  I  have  placed  tiie  sdiooner  at  liis  disposal  wlien  he  needs 
hei.  As  my  crew  is  small  I  jiro])08ed  to  place  an  oHieer  anil  a  few  men 
on  board  at  niglit  to  cruise  tiear  the  White  Ilonse  to  intercept  parties. 
This  morning  1  discovereil  two  lioats  pulling  for  the  Virginia  shore 
opposite  Indian  Mead.  They  succeeded  in  landing,  but  rny  bi>at  was 
so  close  in  pursuit  that  she  succeeded  in  picking  uji  tliree  carpetbags 
which  the  fugitives  threw  away. 

They  <'ontaiu  some  clothing  of  uo  value  and  the  enclosed  lett-er.  I 
have  information  that  a  great  deal  of  communication  is  carried  on  near 
Marbury's  Landing  and  near  White  House.  I  have  just  begun  to  be 
familiar  with  the  ground  and  think  that  if  I  continue  on  this  ground  I 
can  succeed  in  etfectually  destroying  [ communication  [.  I  cruised  all 
last  niglit  off  Budd's  Ferry,  but  could  discover  uo  indications  of  com- 
munication. 

On  the  Virginia  shore  I  found  a  large  bateau,  evidently  lately  used, 
which  I  have  seized;  another,  too  liuge  to  launch,  I  destroyed. 
I  am,  very  re8i)ectfully,  etc., 

E.  B.  LowRY, 
U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  Freeborn, 

Commander  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  8quadron. 


Letter  from  Assistant  Surgeon  Storrow,  U.  8.  Army, to  Lieulcnant  Lowry, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Thomas  Freeborn,  regarding  suspicious 
steamer. 

Fort  W^a-shinoton,  Md.,  Jnly  39, 1861. 
Sir:  I  am  requested  by  Major  Ilaskin,  commanding  this  jiost,  to  ask 
you  to  keep  close  watch  for  a  steam  wood  boat,  usually  plying  between 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  Bryant's  Point,  2  miles  below  the  fort.    The 


orhcafd«C    Piadiac  bcr  belov  Bi^aft  Foist  wnH,  n  dw  w^ 
opf  nko,  be  ■riH«if  r  caaae  f»  her  captere. 

I  hsve  the  hoBor  to  be,  femz  obcdjent  serrant, 

Saktel  a.  Stobbov, 

AMUteai  /JWyeva,  C.  &  Arwf 
B.  B,  LovxT.  U.  8.  ^a^T 

Commamdimf  U.  8.  8.  ^reehom. 


keport  of  hUmttmamt  I^'trry.  C  S.  Xarf.  eomm/tndimg  F.  S.  &.  FrettHtm^  ^ 
regariing  permit  im  tkr  aue  of  William  Clart. 

U.  8.  8-  Fkeebobh, 

Potomac  Rirer,  July  29,  1861. 
I  bave  iiive«tigat«(l  the  eaae  of  William  Clare,  a  resident  of  Aoootink, 
Va^  who  haH  a  faifiily  at  that  jtla^-e  and  also  mnch  property.  He  pro- 
fewMiM  itt  \hi  a  Union  man  and  huH  been  onlered  to  leave  Virginia.  In 
tlic  <^x««ijtion  of  my  duty  I  bave  Ktopi»ed  him  from  passing  this  point 
iii  the  lon)(lK>at  Cryntal  Pnlacf,  whi<h  vesRel  has  a  j)as.s  Groux  the  Jionor- 
able  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  think  his  case  one  of  great  hardship 
and  meriting  the  indulgence  of  the  Government;  but  not  feeling  justi- 
Ri-A  in  paHsing  him,  am  obliged  to  send  him  back  to  Alexandria  for  a 
proiwr  permit. 

R.  B.  LowBT, 
lAeutenant,  Cinnmanding,  U.  S.  Xapy. 
(3onimo<lore  T.  T.  Cbaven, 

(Unnmanding  Potomac  Squadron. 


JjclUr  from  the  Reeretary  of  the  Navy  //)  the  U.  8.  collector  of  nut^img  at 
Baltimore^  regarding  the  cargo  of  the  captured  nchooner  Buena  V'w/a. 

Navy  Dkpaktment,  July  29,  1861. 

Tlu-  I>fjuirtrii(ui(  decmH  it  proper  to  communicate  the  following  facts 
to  vfMi: 
Tlio  wlioniKM'  liwma  ViHta,  William  Fallon,  master,  which  cleared 

from  Ititllinion*  iiboiit.  thti  11th  ultimo  ftir  St.  Mary's  Hiver  with  an 
iiHHorl^'d  ciujjo,  wiiH  Htizcd  as  a  Hiispicious  vessel  by  the  Potomac  Flotilla 
and  liroiifjlif.  to  WaHliingtori.  Her  ciirgo  waa  sold  and  it  has  just  come 
to  liftlit  l.liiit  r»  haircls  piiiiiorting  to  contain  whisky  were  tilled  with 
pJHiiilH.  It  ii|i|ieai'K  iVoiii  (licimiiiifestof  the  Buena  Msta  that  the  cargo 
was  r4hl|i|ti'<]  ity  (!.  U,  II.  lii'lller,  of  Baltimore. 
1  atn,  r(iK|ic('t Cully,  ot^., 

GiDEow  Welles. 

E(;tti,LK(iT()u  (IF  tUmroMS, 
Jfr, 


nqport  of  Onmmnndrr  Crarrn,  U.  S.  Xavy,  covimnnding  Potomac  Flotilla-, 
IntHtuHitling  iitJ'orwatioH  regarding  the  arming  of  the  uteamer  Page. 

U.  S.  8.  Yankee, 
Off  Alexandria,  July  30,  1S61 

8rn:  For  the  information  of  the  Dej>artment  I  enclose  the  accom- 
jmuyiiig  lettw,  jn»t  handed  me  by  Commander  llowan.     It  appears  to 
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niP  tliat  the  collection  of  so  many  flatboiits  in  tliat  neigbborliood  mast 
be  for  some  otlicr  objei-t  than  that  of  iiiterceptiug  jiassiug  steamers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tuos.  T.  Graven, 

Commander,  U,  8,  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WoMhington. 

[Kiicloflare.] 

Alexandria,  MomUty,  July  29, 18G1. 
Sru:  I  learned  hiat  evening  that  a  person  had  arrived  hero  from 
Aquia  Creek  who  states  that  the  Confederates  luivo  taken  all  theniiper 
works  off  the  steamer  I'aije  and  have  put  six  guns  on  board  <)l'  her,  and 
that  all  the  tlat  boats  on  the  I{ap]iiihaunock  have  been  brought  overto 
the  Potomac,  the  party  saying  they  had  a  great  many  in  the  creek. 

I  thought  you  might  not  be  aware  of  this,  as  the  boat  is  some  dis- 
tance np  the  creek.    I  suppose  their  object  is  to  intercept  some  of  the 
propellers  on  their  way  up  the  river  with  stores,  etc. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ITnion. 
Captain  Rowan, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


[Telftinwo] 

Navy  Department,  July  31, 1N6J. 
Yon  can  send  the  Pawnee  off  Aquia  Creek  if  you  consider  it  neces- 
sary. 

GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  T.  T,  Cbavbn, 

Steam  Tug  Yankee,  off  Alexanilria. 


Report  of  Lifutcnant  Loicry,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Thomas 
Freeborn,  tranniiiittimj  report  of  Acting  Master's  Male  Harris,  V.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  schooner  Sctmt,  regarding  captures  by  that 
vessel. 

U.  8.  S.  Feeeboen, 
Potomac  River,  August  J,  1861. 
Sin."  I  have  towed  to  the  navy  yard  two  wood  boats  and  one  sloop, 
captured  under  circumstances  narrated  in  the  enchised  rei>ortsof  Mas- 
ter's Mate  Harris,  in  ehiu'geof  the  schooner  tender  iScoul,  to  this  vessel. 
I  am  satisfied  that  mucli  mischief  is  done  under  this  woo<i  tnule,  and 
as  our  orders  are  to  cutotf  all  communication  with  Virginia,  I  can  form 
no  other  conclusion  but  that  these  three  vessels  are  lawful  prizes.  The 
masters  of  them  plead  ignorance  of  the  blockatle,  but  the  pains  they 
have  taken  to  obtain  passes  firom  the  honorable  Se<Tetivry  of  the  Navy, 
disprove  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  LoWby, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 
N  \V   B — VOL  4 38 
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[Snvloinra.) 

U.  S.  SoHooNBR  Scout, 
Off  Fori  Washington.  Augmi  1,  1861. 
StB:  In  obedience  to  yonr  orders  I  Lave  been  cruising  the  river 
between  Fort  Wiisliingtoii  and  Mowbray's  (Marbury's)  Landing.  On 
tlie  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  .Inly  30, 1  captured  the  longboat  Morning 
iStar,  coming  ont  of  Acx-otink  ("roek  witb  a  cargoof  wood.  July  31,  cap- 
tured the  longbfiat  Richard  Ltici/,  coming  out  of  Dove  Creek  [Doag 
Creek  T],  Va.,  with  a  cargo  of  wood, 

Angust  1,  captured  the  sloop  Jane  Wright  at  anchor  under  Holland's 
fllallowing?]  Point,  Va. 

August  1,  cajitured  two  slaves  leaving  Virginia,  off  Holland's  [Hal- 
lowing?! I'^''"<^'  '"  'I  skiff. 

1  took  them  all  tt)  Fort  Washington  to  await  your  orders. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  G.  Harris, 

3f««<«r'»  Mate. 
Lieutenant  B.  B.  Lowry,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  U,  8,  8.  Freeborn. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lowry,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Thomas 
Freeborn,  tranttmitting  report  of  Acting  MoJiter^s  Mate  Harris,  com- 
manding U.  8.  schooner  Scout,  regarding  captures  by  that  vessel. 

[U.  S.  8.]  Freeborn, 
Potomac  Hirer,  August  1, 1S61. 
Sir:  I  enclose  report*  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Harris,  in  charge  of 
the  schooner  tender  8vout,  of  three  captures  made  by  liim  on  the  Vir- 
ginia shore  and  of  two  fugitives  (slaves)  from  Virginia,  picked  up  in 
the  Potomac.  1  have  towed  the  i>rize8  to  the  navy  yard  to  be  subjected 
t^  the  decision  of  the  Xavy  Department. 

The  schooner  Scout  is  the  captured  schoouer  Ocean  Wave,  of  Yeo- 
comic<»,  Va.,  altered  to  a  tender  to  the  steamer,  and  manned  by  four  men 
and  one  officer.  I  have  named  her  the  Scout.  Master's  Mate  Harris 
has  exhibited  great  vigilance. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Lowry, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomae  Squadron,  Potomac  River. 


Letter  from  V.  8.  District  Attorney  Carrington  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
rclaiire  to  the  longhoaia  Morning  St-ar  and  Richard  Lacy,  and  sloop 
Jane  Wright. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  13,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  longboats  Morning  Star  and 

Richard  Lucy  and  the  sloop  Jane  Wright  were  captured  as  prizes  and 

brought  to  the  port  ()f  Washington. 

•  See  preceding  report. 
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There  1*3  no  ground  upou  which  they  can  be  coudeiuned  by  a  conrt 
of  adniiraltj',  nor  cati  I  discover  any  reason  IVorn  the  evidence  for  their 
detention.    Tliis,  too,  is  the  opinion  of  the  i>rize  couimissioners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  C.  Caekinoton. 
U.  8.  Atiomeyfor  district  of  Columbiu. 

Hon.  W1LLIA31  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Order  of  (he  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Washington, 
relative  to  the  release  of  vcHseln  Morning  Star  and  Richard  Lacy. 

Navy  Department,  August  15, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  have  delivered  all  the  wood  in  your  pos- 
session belonging  to  the  longboats  Morning  Star  and  Richard  Lacy  to 
the  masters  or  owners,  said  vessels  having  been  released  by  proper 
authority. 

I  am,  respectlhUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  .1.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Wanhingtiin. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  Ifavy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  the  vearch  for  accreted  arms  at  Leonardtown,  Md. 

U.  8. 8.  Yankee, 
Off  Aquia,  August  1,  1861. 
Sir  :  Acting  nnder  your  authority,*  I  yesterday  proccedeil  to  Leon- 
ardtown with  the  Freeborn,  Reliance,  and  Yankee  and  lauded  a  party 
from  each  of  these  vessels  under  the  command  of  Lieut«naut  Command- 
ing Wyman,  who  had  my  instructions  to  visit  the  town  and  state  to  the 
chief  magistrate  that  he  was  there  for  the  purpose  of  searching  for  ord- 
nance, small  arms,  etc.,  which  1  had  been  informed  were  secreted  in  the 
place.  After  a  careful  search  without  finding  any  of  the  articles  in 
question,  and  being  informed  by  some  of  the  most  prominent  gentlemen 
of  the  town  that  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  there,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Wyman  returned  on  board. 

I  can  not  help  feeling  a  distrust  in  the  statements  of  these  people, 
and  have  stationed  the  tenders  Dana  and  Cobb  off  the  mouth  of  Breton's 
Bay,  with  orders  to  cruise  night  and  day,  for  the  purpose  of  intercept- 
ing any  vessels  or  boats  which  may  have  contraband  articles  on  board. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  A'acy, 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  to  /umi-gh  information  regarding  the 
detention  of  Mchooner  Robert  K.  Scott. 

Navy  Depaktsient,  August  1,  1861. 
Sm:  On  the  12A  Jnne  tlie  Department  gave  permission  to  tbe 
8cb(>i)ner  Robert  K,  Scott,  John  Johnson,  master,  to  follow  fishing  from 
Washington  to  Point  Lookout  on  the  I'otomac.  The  master  and  one 
of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  have  made  attidavit  tliat  tlie  vessel  was 
detained  at  Piney  Point  by  Jauu-s  L.  Gray,  V,  S.  schooner  Battey,  by 
which  detention  they  sustained  damages  in  the  way  of  the  loss  of  tish, 
stores,  and  ice,  amounting  to  ^59.28. 

It  also  appears  from  an  endorsement  in  pencil  on  the  permit  made 
by  James  L,  Gray  that  the  sch(x>ner  Robert  K.  Scott  was  det^'iiue<I  from 
the  ^2d  to  the  '2r>t\i  of  July  by  yonr  order.  You  will  please  inform  the 
Department  why  she  was  detained,  etc. 

I  am,  respecttiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wkllks. 
Commander  T.  T.  Ceavkn, 

Commanding  U.  8,  Flotilla,  Potomac  River, 


Report  of  Commander  Crnrrn,  T\  S.  yary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
stating  the  cause  of  tite  detention  of  tlie  schooner  Robert  K.  Scott, 

U.  8.  S.  Yankee, 
Potomac  Rirer,  August  3,  1801. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  1st 
instant  calling  my  attention  t4)  the  detention  of  the  schooner  Robert  K. 
Scott,  and  asking  nie  why  she  was  detained. 

On  the  morning  of  the  -l!d  ultimo  I  received  verbal  onlers  from  the 
Department,  through  Lieutenant  F.  A.  Parker,  to  take  what  measures 
]  thought  projier  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  following  our  army  across 
the  Potomac. 

In  accordance  thereto,  as  there  were  a  great  many  of  snch  craft  sail- 
ing npon  the  river,  and  which  of  all  others  would  be  made  available  for 
the  transportation  of  troops,  I  ordered  the  commanders  of  the  diQ'ereut 
vessels  composing  the  flotilla  to  intercept  and  detain  until  further 
orders  all  fishing. smacks,  llatboats,  scows,  etc.,  in  fact  everything  sailing 
up  the  river,  excej)ting  such  as  were  laden  or  freighted  by  the  Goveru- 
nieiit,  until  further  orders  from  me.  It  was  not  nntil  about  the  :i4th 
ultimo  that  1  thought  it  prudent  to  revoke  this  order. 
Very  resiHJctluIly,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

Tuos.  T.  Craven, 

Commander,  D.  S.  JVary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington. 


i 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee, 
transmitting  report  of  the  senior  engineer  of  that  vessel  regarding  needed 
repairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Off  Alexandria,  August  2,  1861 
SiE:  I  enclo.se  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  W.  H. 
Riitherfortl,  senior  engineer  of  this  ship,  in  relation  to  the  necessary 
repairs  to  be  made  on  the  engine'*  of  l\u*  b\\\^. 
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Much,  if  not  all,  the  necessary  work  ciiii  be  done  while  the  ship 
remains  off  Alexandria,  provided  I  have  permission  to  let  steam  go 
down. 

In  case  the  enemy  shonkl  attempt  nn  iidvance  on  this  end  of  our 
lines  tlie  motive  power  wunld  t»o  essential  to  her  operations.  I  do  not, 
thinefoie,  feel  »t  liberty  to  put  the  tires  (uit  without  permission. 

[  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv.aiit, 

S.   C.   JvOWAN, 

CoMnuuider, 
TTon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Hccrctary  yavy,  Wunhington. 

[Baeloaan.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Off  Alexandria,  Va.,  July  30,  isill. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  the  engines  of  this  ship  require 
overliiiuling,  readjusting,  imd  thoroughly  repacking,  and  re^inest  tliat 
proper  time  may  l»e  allowed  me  to  execute  tlie  above. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 


W.    IJ.    liUTHERFOKD, 


Commander  S.  0.  BowAN, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Fate  nee. 


Senior  Enffinet'r, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Rowan,  U.  B.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S,  8.  Pawnee. 

Naty  DEFARTStENT,  Augxist  5,  1861. 
Sm:  The  Dei)artment  has  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  and 
authorizes  you  to  let  down  the  steam  of  the  I'monee  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  her  engines. 

I  am,  respect fullj',  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  S.  C.  RoWAN, 

Commanding  U,  8.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee,  Alexawiria. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Cravm,  commanding 
Potomac  P'lotilla,  for  the  iiujtpresHion  of  all  amununivation  between 
Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Navv  Defartment,  Augmta,  IfKU. 
Sir:  This  nepartment  has  granted  some  passes  to  small  vessels  to 
run  wood  from  Virginia  shore  to  Washington.  As  it  is  very  imi)ortant 
that  no  commuiiicaliim  should  exist  you  will  cancel  these  passes  as 
soon  as  found.  Those  now  grsute<l  are  with  the  express nnderstauding 
that  any  visit  or  communication  with  the  Virginia  shore  renders  their 
vessel  liable  to  immediate  destruction.  You  are  hereby  directe«l  to 
destroy  all  ves.sels  violating  such  passes,  also  all  craft  found  on  the 
Virginia  shore  or  up  its  creeks;  and  you  will  search,  without  further 
warrant,  upou  the  Maryland  shore  for  arms,  ammuuiiiou,  or  supplies. 
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wlioro  there  are  reasonable  grounds  for  believing  they  are  intended  for 
the  rebels.    If  found  send  them  to  Washington. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commatiding  Poiomat-  FlotUla. 


oort  of  Commatider  Dove,  U.  S.  Xary,  comma niling  U.  S.  8.  Pocalum 
ias,  regarding  information  received  from  two  rcfitgeeji. 

U.  8.  8.  Pocahontas, 

Off  A  quia  Creel;  August  3,  1861 

8lB:  By  direction  of  Captain  Craven  I  scud  up  herewith  two  colored 
niou  whom  I  picked  nj*  ott'  Maryland  IViiiit  while  cruising  yesterday 
morning.  The  account  tliey  gave  of  themselves  Beemetl  of  so  much 
importance,  if  their  statement  can  bo  relied  upon,  that  I  sent  them  first 
down  to  him  off  Point  Lookout  by  the  Reliame,  as  he  could  more 
readily  from  them  ascertain  the  truth,  and  they  were  brought  back 
today  with  the  orders  above  mentioned. 

They  say  that  they  belong  to  Mr.  DAingerfleld  Lewis,  of  Marmion, 
about  3  miles  back  from  the  Virginia  shore  j  that  the  governor  sent  an 
order  to  their  master  for  his  people  to  go  to  the  month  of  the  Rappa 
haunock  to  assist  iti  building  a  fort  there;  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  steam- 
boat (meaning,  I  suppose,  the  iS7.  Kicholm),  a  brig,  and  a  large  scow, 
loaded  with  men,  cannon,  and  tools  for  that  purpose  [were  there] ;  that 
their  master  did  not  like  it,  and  told  them  to  get  off  if  they  could,  and 
that  they  followed  his  advice  and  escaped. 

The  boat  was  very  old  and  leaky,  calked  with  strips  of  guano  bags, 
one  of  the  men  bailing  her  constantly,  the  other  rowing.  It  contained 
besides  two  bags  of  clothes  a  bag  of  corn  meal,  and  one  of  peaches. 
There  was  a  heavy  fog  on  the  river  all  the  morning,  to  which  they 
owed  their  safety,  as  the  shores  seem  to  be  well  guarded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  M.  Bote, 

Cummander. 

Captain  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commiinding  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  I).  0. 


I 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Bogeri,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Pocuhontas  and  sloop  Mary  Orey, 

U.  a.  8.  FnEKBOKN,  August  -I,  1861. 

8iH:  In  obedieni^e  to  your  orders  to  bring  out  the  vessel  seen  from 
the  steamer  in  I'ohick  Creek,  I  took  the  lirst  cutter  and  a  crew  of  seven 
men  to  obey.  On  getting  alongside  I  found  her  to  be  the  schooner 
i'ot'rt/ion/fl*,  loaded  with  wood. 

Saw  several  jiersons  on  the  hills  at  some  distance  from  us,  but  conld 
not  get  them  within  speaking  distance.  I  then  took  possession  and  got 
her  underway. 

There  were  several  other  vessels  farther  up  the  creek,  but  being  short 
of  men  was  only  able  to  bring  off  one  more,  the  sloop  Mary  Orey,  said 
to  belong  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Koberts. 
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lu  gettiug  out  of  the  creek  I  was  considerably  troubled  by  head 
■winds  aud  ride,  but  at  last  got  them  out  by  towlug  first  one  a  short 

distance.  Jiiid  tlieii  thr  otlicr. 

I  saw  a  couple  of  armed  men  come  down  on  a  point  it  was  necessary 
to  weather,  and  sit  down  beliind  some  driftwood.  Thinking  it  more 
than  probable  they  were  going  to  tiro  into  me  on  my  rounding  the 
l»oint,  and  being  alone  iu  the  sloop,  T  took  the  lirst  shot  myself,  upon 
receiving  which  they  letl  over  the  hill.  I  then  got  the  vessels  out  to 
the  steamer  and  delivered  them  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  W,  BOGEKT, 

Acting  Master. 
Lieutenant  T.  H.  Eastman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Freeborn. 

[SndoraeiDeiit .  ] 

Sir  :  I  forward  to  you  the  above  account  of  the  capture  of  two  vessels. 
Respectfully, 

T.  H.  Eastman, 

Lieutenant, 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanditui  Potomac  FlotilUi. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy^ 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  ferrying  acrosn  the  Potomac. 

Navy  Department,  Augmt  5, 1861. 
Sib  :  The  following  information  has  been  W)mniunicate<l  to  the  Dejiart- 
ment  from  a  reliable  source,  aud  the  matters  referi'ed  to  should  receive 
attention : 

The  sloop  Jatneg  Skidmore  and  other  boats  ferry  across  the  Potomac 
between  Panmnkey  Creek  and  Mattawoman.  They  go  to  Evan8iK)rt 
and  into  Occoquan  Creek.  A  family  of  Johnsons,  from  Alexandria, 
hieated  at  Stump  Neck,  are  engaged  in  ferrying  boats  from  Stump 
Neck  to  Cockpit  Point.  It  is  said  that  the  James  Skidmore  has  moved 
down  to  Sandy  Point  recently,  between  Chicomuxen  and  Maryland 
Point.    A  strict  watch  should  bo  kept  over  llerring  Creek, 

The  ferrying  is  carried  on  both  niijht  and  day  in  the  interim  between 
the  passage  of  the  steamers  u(>  and  down  the  river. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welx.es. 
Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Kavy, 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  giving  information  regarding  ferrying 
acroHS  the  Potomac. 

Navy  Department,  August  7, 1861. 
Sm :  Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  statements  that  have 

been  made  to  the  Department: 

That  one  I)r.  Morgkii,  liviug  at  Yatoa  Creek  or  Breton's  Bay,  ferries  over  troops 
twiou  »  w'celc 
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Th»t  ouc  G<ilil8uiitti,  of  Beillam'H  \ock,  lias  two  cannon  at  [St.]  Clemeot's  Bay, 
■whicli  he  ii>  anxious  to  hiive  tranHjHirteil  to  Aquia  Creek. 

1  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wellks. 

[Secntary  of  the  JTary.j 
Cominaniler  T.  T.  CnAVEN, 

Covimandnuj  U.  H.  Flotilla,  Potomac  River. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  A'Virt/,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  orders  to  Lieutenant  Wymun,  U.  S.  Xary. 

IT.  8,  8.  Yankee, 
OffAijuia  Creek,  Augunt  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation.s  of  the  Tit  h  and  7th  instant.  1  have  directed  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding K.  II.  Wyman  to  make  a  statement  of  the  state  of  aflairs  on 
this  river  to  .vou  in  ])er.soii. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nacy,Wajihington,  IK  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Patcnee^ 
regarding  jirixoner  on  that  rf4iscl. 

U.  8.  S.  Yankee,  August  U,  18G1. 

Sir:  This  morning,  as  I  was  oflF  Sandy  Point,  there  came  alongside 
in  a  small  skiff  a  man  calling  himself  AVillium  McCue,  who  said  he  had 
yesterday  escaped  from  the  Virginia  shore  and  wanted  my  permission 
to  go  down  the  river  as  far  as  Thorn's  Gut  (opposite  to  Atfuia)  to  see 
bis  mother. 

He  stated  that  about  a  month  ago  he  left  Alexandria  in  a  small  row- 
boat  for  the  puriK»se  of  visiting  his  parents,  who  live  between  Thorn's 
Gut  and  Smith's  Point,  and  being  driven  over  toward  the  Virginia  shore 
by  a  strung  gale  he  was  captured  at  Cockpit  Point  hy  a  jiarty  of  seven 
armed  men.  Since  his  capture  he  has  been  kept  under  strict  guard  for 
about  three  weeks  at  Aquia  Creek.  He  was  then  taken  to  Cliopawam- 
sic  Creek,  where  he  was  also  kept  carefully  watchetl  and  not  allowed 
to  see  or  liear  anj'thing  of  their  movements. 

At  Quautico  Creek  he  says  there  is  an  encampment  of  about  2,(K)0 
men  from  Tennessee,  commaiided  l)y  one  Colurtel  |\V.  i$.|  Bate.  At 
Cliopawanisie.  there  is  a  troop  of  cavalry  numbering  some  300  men, 
CommHiidt'd  by  <Ja])tain  jSaniuel  A.{  Swaun,  and  at  Aijuia,  or  in  its 
immediate  ncigliborho<)d,  a  regiment  of  men  is  always  kept  somewhere 
back  of  the  hills. 

As  my  jiijots,  who  say  they  kn<iw  the  man  by  sight,  have  hinted  that 
the  nmn's  re]>utation  is  bad,  and  us  I  have  my  ditubts  as  to  the  cause  of 
his  being  in  N'irginia,  I  have  sent  him  on  boanl  of  the  Pawnee,  there  to 
await  your  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commamler,  U,  8.  Xavy, 

Hon.  GinnoN  Wklles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  ^avy,  com- 
mandinij  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  prisoner. 

Navy  Department,  Aitgmt  SO,  ihgi. 
Sir:  1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  Otli  iiisUvnt,  relative  to  Wil- 
liiim  McCue,  whom  you  i)icke<l  up  at  Smidy  Point. 

You  will  seud  him  to  the  navy  yard,  at  Washington,  as  a  prisoner. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretiiry  of  the  }favy,\ 
Uomraander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Comma ndiwj  I'oUnnac  Flotilla, 


P 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nary,  recommending  the  destruction  of  all  small  boats  on  the  I'otomac 
River^  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  into  Maryland. 

IlEADyUAUTERS   DIVISION   OP  THE  POTOMAC, 

Washington  City,  J).  C,  August  10,  1861. 
Sir:  The  inajor-tcciicral  oouimandinji  this  division  dire<'ts  nie  to  say 
to  you  that  he  has  been  <jf  late  tVenuently  informed  IVoai  sources  of 
irnlisputablo  authority  tliat  a  tlotitia  is  being  gathered  tojjether  at  or 
nt-ar  Aquia  Creek  by  the  rebels,  consisting  of  seviTul  small  steamers, 
scows,  and  flatboats.  This,  he  has  no  duubt,  indicates  their  intention 
to  malic  some  demonstration  toward  Maryland  and  perhaps  by  that 
means  to  reach  Washington.  The  general  re8pe<'tfully  suggests  tliat 
measures  bo  immediately  taken  to  frustrate  this  design  by  destroying 
any  cralt  that  may  he  assembled,  and  thinks  the  most  etTectual  methocl 
of  tloiiig  so  would  he  the  eniploynu^ut  of  as  many  more  steamers  aa 
cau  be  made  avaihdilc  by  the  Navy  Departmeut. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lawrence  Williams, 

Captain  and  Aid-de-t'amp. 
Hou.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington  City,  J).  C. 


Letter  from  Commander  Darts,  U,  S.  Nary,  to  Commander  Craren,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commandimj  I'otomac  FUitilUi,  regarding  intended  movement  of 
the  enemy  across  the  I'otomac  Jiiver. 

Coiitidential.l  Bureait  of  Detail, 

Navy  Department,  August  10,  18(11. 
My  Dear  Craven:  The  Secretary  has  reqneste4l  me  to  say  to  you 
that  a  confidential  conirauuication  has  been  received  fr-om  hewlquarters 
to  the  efleet  that  a  column  <d'  the  enemy,  14,{MK)  strong,  is  about  to 
move  across  the  river  somewliere  below  Alexandria,  and  that  in  fur- 
tlierance  of  this  movement  there  is  a  more  than  usually  active  inter- 
course  between  the  two  banks,  advantage  being  taken  of  the  night  and 
of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla  from  points 
most  favorable  for  this  intercourse. 
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You  are  requested,  theiolore  t<)  extend  your  examiiiatious  as  far  into 
the  tribut-ary  creeks  and  rivers  of  the  I'otomae  as  itosaible. 
Very  faithtUUy,  your  friend, 

Chablbs  H.  Davis. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Cbavbn,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Potomac  River  Flotilla. 


Beport  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navi/j  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee, 
tranHmittimj  copy  of  order  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  report  of 
Acting  Mobster  Blue^  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  arrest  of  J,  H.  Linden- 
berger. 

U.  S.  8.  Pawnbb, 
Off  Alexandria,  Fa.,  August  11,  1861. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  an  order  from  the  State  Department  (a  copy 
of  which  ia  enclosed),  I  sent  a  detachment  of  uiai'inea  under  Lieutenant 
Bhie  to  arrest  Mr.  Lindeuljerger. 
Jfr.  Bhie's  report  ia  also  en<!h)sed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  G.  Rowan, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waxhington. 

[EuDlMurv  No.  1.] 

Department  op  Statb, 

Wanhinglon,  August  10,  1861. 
Arrest  and  detain  J.  H.  Lindeuberger,  recently  from  Calilbrnia,  who 
has  i)rocee'ded  toward  Port  Tobacco  this  morniug. 

William  H.  Sewabd. 
To  the  Commanders  of  the  Land  and 

Naval  Forces  of  the  United  iStatbs. 

IBnclaaara  No.  Z.] 

U.  8.  8.  Pawnbb, 
Off  Alexandritt,  Va.,  August,  11,  1861. 
Sib:  In  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  instant,  in  compliance  with  orders, 
I  took  comuian<l  of  eleven  marines  from  this  ship,  proceeded  to  Port 
Tobacco,  and  about  half  past  \i  this  morning  there  made  prisoner  of 
J.  H.  Lindenberger. 
I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectlultv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  Hlue, 

Miuter. 
Commander  S.  O.  Rowan. 


Stfortof  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
transmitting  reports  of  officers  of  his  oomnmnd  of  services  performed  by 
them. 

U.  S,  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Piney  Point,  August  11,  1861. 
Sib:  Herewith  I  send  you  a  letter  from  Acting  Ma.ster  Budd,  which 
speaks  for  itself.     I  received  it  last  night  from  on  board  the  Dana 
trbtis  ou  my  way  down  the  river. 


As  tlie  vessels  of  the  flntilla  aro  yplting  short  of  provisions,  I  Lave 
ordered  Mr.  Hndd  to  proceed  witli  the  Rexolute  to  the  navy  yard  to 
obtain  a  full  suiiply  for  six  weeks;  also  to  report  to  you  in  person  the 
cireunistances  attending  the  capture  of  the  ten  negroes,  who  have  been 
returnerl  to  his  vessel  to  await  your  further  orders. 

I'our  other  negroes  taken  by  Lieutenant  Mygattare  also  sent  ap;  his 
rep<irt  concerning  them  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Tin's  eveidiig  at  sunset  a  negro  came  on  board  and  intimated  to  my 
steward  that  lie  conld  give  me  some  important  information.  Upon 
questioning  him  be  stated  that  there  was  at  Herring  Creek  one  Mad- 
dox,  an  Irishman,  who  has  been  quite  active  in  procuring  sai)plies  of 
men,  munitiims  of  war,  clothing,  etc.,  for  the  rebels,  and  that  he  bad 
sent  many  boat  loads  of  them  over  to  Virginia;  that  on  Tuesday  last 
he  sent  eight  wagons  and  sixteen  borses  to  Maryland  Point  (otiewagon 
was  loaded  with  uniforms),  and  on  the  same  day  eight  men,  who  came 
from  Haltimore,  were  sent  across  the  river.  Cooperating'witli  Maddox 
is  one  Dr.  Combe,  [Coombsf  j  who  has  appropriated  an  old  outhouse 
as  a  barrack  for  the  reception  of  volunteers  for  the  rebel  Army.  Yes- 
terday week  there  were  ten  men  lodged  in  this  barrack  and  two  men 
and  a  woman  in  his  house.  The  man  Maddox  and  Dr.  Combe  employ 
their  negroes,  horses,  and  wagons  in  transporting  recruits  to  the  vari- 
ous landings,  at  night,  watching  their  opportunity  when  our  craisers 
are  out  of  sight. 

One  Ben.  Hughes  furnishes  the  recruits  with  shoes.  His  brother  ran 
the  PocahontHH  with  freight  to  and  from  Baltimore  and  has  brought 
provisions  for  the  rebels.  Maddox  has  been  absent  for  a  few  days  in 
Baltimore;  was  expected  back  to-day  (he  wa-s  seen  this  afternoon  by 
Mr.  Budd).  Two  boats  are  now  in  Herring  Creek.  They  came  I'rom 
Virginia,  containing  three  men,  one  woTuan  and  child,  and  the  owner  of 
the  boat,  who  is  now  at  the  house  (»f  one  Johnson.  Johnson's  house  is 
also  a  depot  for  recruits.  At  his  bouse  there  is  a  minister  who  came 
from  Virginia  and  acts  as  a  spy,  and  is  in  constant  conmmnication  with 
one  Bell.  Bell  came  over  from  Virginia  on  Wednesday  night;  does  not 
stay  at  tiny  particular  place  for  fear  of  being  taken. 

This  8tatx?ment,  sir,  although  made  by  a  negro,  has  every  appearance 
of  being  truthful,  and  from  hints  which  have  come  to  me  from  the  i)ro- 
prietor  of  the  hotel  here,  I  am  convinced  that  all  these  jtersons  are 
active  participators  in  the  rebellion  and  are  constantly  engaged  in 
traitorous  act-s. 

At  11  p.  m.  (it  is  now  1  a.  m.  of  tlie  12th)  I  started  a  party  of  eight 
men,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Street  and  my  clerk,  Mr. 
Swift,  to  seize  the  boats.  I  shall  use  my  utmost  ettorts  to  obtain  other 
and  legal  evidence  against  these  peojile,  and,  if  good  and  sufticient,  shall 
adopt  such  means  as  will  insure  their  cajtture. 

From  all  I  can  see  and  learu  of  the  people  of  Maryland  I  am  con- 
vinced that  along  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  there  is  not  one  in  twenty 
who  is  true  to  the  Union,  ami  1  sometimes  think  there  are  many  hun- 
dreds of  them  thoroughly  organizetl  into  companies,  perhaps  regiments, 
atul  j)repared  to  act  against  the  Government  at  any  moment. 

,'j  a.  m.,  /;tA.— The  boat  under  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mat©  Street 
has  just  returned  with  three  tine  boats  as  prizes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Thus.  T.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wki.i.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy, 


V.  S.  S.  Resolxtte,  August  10,  ISGl. 
SlB:  I  broke  np  the  depot  for  receiving  recruits  and  su|)i)lies  fiom 
Herring  Creek  tliis  morning,  siiid  depot  being  near  the  mouth  of  the 
J^lac'hodoc  Cieek,  Virginia.  On  going  int«  the  creek  I  was  lired  at  with 
musketry.  I  hmded,  (lestroytMl  the  premises,  and  captured  a  large  boat 
tlnit  aiiived  from  Marjian<l  the  iright  before.  WIumi  1  landed  tliere 
was  a  party  of  secessionistH  from  IMaryland  in  the  house;  they  made 
their  escape  into  tiie  woods.  I  chased  them  for  a  mile,  but  they  got  off. 
I  took  ten  tontrabaiids  who  belonged  to  the  person  (Colonel  Brown) 
owning  the  premises.  Cidonel  Brown  has  been  the  receiver  and  for- 
warder of  aupi»Iie8  anfl  recruits,  and  of  course  his  property  used  for 
that  jmrjwse  is  conQscated.  As  the  schooner  />«?(«  is  entirely  out  of 
pnn'isions,  and  I  have  none  tn  supply  her,  I  scud  her  up  with  the  con- 
trabands. The  foreman  of  the  contrabands,  who  is  a  remarkably  intel- 
ligent negro,  informs  me  that  an  expedition  is  organized  in  Machodoc 
to  ea]iture  any  of  the  scho<iners  that  are  anchored  or  becalmed  in  that 
vicinity.  I  am  getting  out  of  provisions  and  it  will  be  necessary  to 
supply  me  soon. 

Very  resjiectfully, 

WII.LIAM    BUDD, 

Commanding  Resolute. 
Cajitaiu  Craven, 

Commanding  Floiilla. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Reliance, 
Potomac  Hirer,  August  12,  1861. 
Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  0th,  while  this  vessel  was  at  anchor  under 
Piney  Point,  a  boat  was  seen  pulling  about  and  acting  in  a  suspicious 
manner.  Tjiou  being  hailed  it  came  alongside.  The  crew  was  com- 
posed of  four  negroes,  who  represented  themselves  as  having  belonged  to 
a  Ciilnnel  Korhes,  and  that  he  lived  on  Machodoc  Iviver,  Virginia.  They 
stated  tliat  they  had  run  away  from  their  master  because  he  intended 
to  use  them  IVir  military  jmrposes,  or,  to  use  their  own  word,  "because 
he  wanted  to  send  them  to  the  wars."  1  detained  them  subject  to  your 
action. 

Jn  obedience  to  your  order  they  ha.ve  been  sent  to  the  Resolute  for 
transportation  to  Washington. 

IJespectfullv,  etc.,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  [K.]  Myoatt, 

Acting  Lieutenant. 
Commander  Thomas  T.  Chaven, 

Commanding  V.  S.  Flotilhi,  I'ltfomac  River. 


Report  of  Commander  Craren,  U.  S.  Navg,  commnndintj  Potomac  FlotilUi., 
regarding  expedition  to  Kinxak,  Va. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
OffPinry  Point,  Avgust  12,  1861. 
Sm:  This  morning  a  person  calling  himself  William  ticineny  and 
hailing  from  lialtiniore  came  on  board  witb  a  note  from  General  Diz, 
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asking  my  assistance  in  getting  his  wile  and  children  away  fiom  Vir- 
ginia. With  the  Itdiauce  in  company,  I  jiroceeded  over  t<i  Little  Yeoconi- 
ico,  where,  on  entering  its  mouth,  i  hoisted  a  Hag  of  truce  and  steamed 
up  its  uiiiiii  fork  X*^  Kiiisate,  where  Geuicny  8ai<l  his  family  had  resided 
several  months  pai^t.  On  our  arriviil  there  an  officer  was  sent  on  shore 
with  a  request  that  Gemeuy's  liiuiily  might  be  permitted  to  leave  Vir- 
ginia. After  waiting  there  live  hours  (bran  answer  from  the  command- 
ing [officer]  of  tlie  forces,  wlio  was  said  to  bo  some  S  miles  distant  from 
the  landing,  and  receiving  a  Hat  refusiil  to  permit  the  removal  of  his 
tamiIy,ou  the  plea  tliatGemeny  was  a  deserter  from  the  Virginia  militia, 
I  returned  to  this  pla<:'e. 

While  in  the  creek,  owing  t«  the  carelessness  of  the  pilot  in  backing 
the  vessel,  she  struck  a  sand  bank  and  considerably  damaged  our  nnl- 
der.  As  we  have  no  material  for  repairing  it,  unless  I  can  obtain  it 
and  a  competent  carpenter  from  the  Pocahonttm,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
resort  once  more  to  the  navy  yard  for  repairs. 
Very  respectfully,  yooi-  obiMlient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Hecretary  of  the  Navy,  Waihintjton,  J).  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Asiiigtant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Graven,  U.  8. 
Nary  commanding  Potomac  Flotilkt,  regarding  a  rumor  oj  the  intention 
of  the  Confederates  to  throic  a  force  acrosii  the  river  from  Aquia  Creek. 

Unofficial.]  Washington,  D.  C,  Augmt  13,  lf<61. 

Mv  Deak  Sm:  I  had  a  talk  last  eve  with  (Jeneral  McClellan,  who 
feels  somewhat  anxious  about  a  small  force  being  thrown  across  the 
river  from  A(iuia  in  combination  with  other  movements. 

]  suggested  that  you  better  come  up  and  have  a  talk  with  him,  which 
he  wished  very  much.     Will  you  come  in  the  next  three  daysT 

The  boat  that  takes  this  note  is  bo«u«l  to  Hamilton  Koads  for  fonr 
launches,  each  having  a  lli  pound  ritled  gun  and  eiiuipmeuts  complete. 
You  cau  have  these  boats  delivered  to  you  as  they  return,  or  they  can 
be  landed  at  the  navy  yard  and  ammunition  provided,  etc.  I  am  more 
afraid  of  the  capture  of  the  Ice  Boat  than  anything  else. 

We  have  several  prizes  here.     If  they  could  be  sunk  in  the  Aquia 

Creek  channel  they  are  at  your  service.     Your  force  will  bo  mucli 

increased  very  soon,  as  we  have  purchased  several  very  nice  tugs  and 

are  titting  tliem  with  iron  bulwarks  to  resist  rifled  shot  from  muskets. 

Very  truly. 


Captain  T.  T.  Craven. 


G.  V.  FojL. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  com- 
manding Potomac  Flotilla,  transmitting  letter  from  General  McVlel- 
Ian,  U.  8.  Army,  urging  extreme  vigilance  in  preventing  movementii  of 
the  enemy  across  the  Potomac. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  ^  (((;k8<  13,1861. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  General  McClellan,  which  is  forwarded 
to  you  by  special  messenger  for  your  information.   The  Pawnee  «.i»».xisi 
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get  up  stoam  before  Thursday,  when  she  will  bo  sent  immediately  to 
report  to  you  at  Aquia.  An  offic«r  will  be  sent  today  to  Flag-Oftioer 
Strinjrhnm  to  bring  up  the  Harriet  Lane  or  some  other  light-draft  ves- 
sel, which  will  also  be  ordered  to  join  you  at  Aquia  Creek.  In  the 
meantime,  the  Department  has  every  confidence  that  you  can  prevent 
the  crossing  of  any  considerable  force.  I  f  coal  (or  other  important  sup- 
plies) is  wanted,  do  not  send  up  your  vessels  at  i)re8ent,  but  semi  a  reijui- 
sition  to  the  yard  by  the  steamer  that  takes  this  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  T.  T.  Cravkn, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

[EnolcMnre.] 

Headqua:rters  Division  of  thk  Potomac, 

Wnshinijion,  Augiist  12,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to-day  received  additional  information  which  convinces 
me  that  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  enemy  will,  within  a  very  short 
time,  attempt  to  throw  a  respectable  force  from  the  mouth  of  Aquia 
Creek  into  Maryland.  This  attempt  will  probably  be  preceded  by  the 
erection  of  batteries  atMathias  and  White  House  points.  Such  a  move- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  in  eouuection  with  others  probably 
designed,  would  place  Washington  in  great  Jeojiardy.  I  most  earnestly 
urge  tijat  the  strongest  possible  naval  force  be  at  once  concentrated 
near  the  mouth  of  Aquia  Creek,  and  that  the  most  vigilant  watch  be 
maintained  day  and  night,  so  as  t^)  render  su('h  passage  of  the  river 
absolutely  impossible.  1  recommend  tbat  the  Minnesota  and  any  other 
vessels  available  from  Hampton  Boads  be  at  once  ordered  up  there,  and 
that  a  quantity  of  coal  be  sent  to  that  vicinity  sulticient  for  several 
weeks'  supply.  At  least  one  strong  war  vessel  should  be  kept  at  Alex- 
andria, and  1  again  urge  the  concentration  of  a  strong  naval  force  in 
the  Potomac  without  delay.  If  the  naval  department  will  render  it 
absolutely  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  cross  the  river  below  Washing- 
ton, the  security  of  the  capital  will  be  greatly  increased.  I  can  not  too 
earnestly  urge  an  immediate  compliance  with  these  requests. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.    H.    ftlcCLELLAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary,  U.  8.  Navy. 


[Telesnm.] 

Navy  Department,  August  13, 1861. 
Have  the  Resolute  ready  for  immediate  departure  upon  the  arrival  of 
her  commander.    Lieutenant  Parker  will  go  down  in  her  as  a  passenger 
to  the  Ice  Boat. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Commander  Dahlgren, 

VommandtitU  Navy  Yard^  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Craven,  TT.  8.  Xary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
suggenUng  for  the  Army  measuren  of  cooperation  in  preventing  the  more- 
ment  of  the  etiemy  acrosis  the  Potomac. 

U.  8.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Aqvia  Creek,  Avgmt  13, 1861— 10  p.  m. 

SiE :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  ackuowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commuui- 
cation  of  this  date  and  ita  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from  General 
McCleUan. 

I  have  at  present  lying  off  Aqiiia  Creek  the  Pocahontas,  Ice  Boat, 
h'diance,  and  Yankee.  Have  sent  by  the  Mount  Vermin  for  the  Freeborn, 
which  is  aomewhere  between  Ihia  and  Fort  Washington.  She  will 
probably  arrive  here  before  daylight. 

The  RcHolute  is  now  at  the  navy  yard  and  will  lie  down  here  early  in 
the  morning.  1  was  on  my  way  to  Wasliington,  in  compliance  with  a 
re^iupst  received  this  morning  from  Assistant  Secretary  I'ox,  and  for  the 
IHirpose  of  having  my  rudder  repaired,  when  1  received  your  letter. 

1  have  been  apprehensive  for  some  time  past  that  pointj<  this  side  of 
Washington  would  be  chosen  by  the  rebels  in  case  they  should  attempt 
the  passage  of  the  Potomac,  and  in  view  of  strong  secession  feeling 
whici)  prevails  alt  along  the  Maryland  shore  and  the  possibility  that 
they  have  already  organized  bands  to  assist  the  rebels,  I  would  resi)ect- 
fully  suggest  through  you  to  General  McClellau  whether,  as  a  matter  of 
pretiaution,  batteries  shonhl  bo  erected  ami  occupied  by  two  or  three 
rejriinenta,  bo  as  to  command  tlie  crossings  at  or  near  Marshall's  Point. 
Indian  Head,  Stump  Neck,  Budd's  Ferry,  Hinith's,  Ixtwer  Thom's,  and 
rpper  Cedar  points,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Port  Tobacco  River.  Such 
occupancy  on  the  part  of  our  military  Ibrces,  witli  the  small  force  under 
my  command,  would  in  my  opiuiou  render  it  absolutely  impossible  for 
the  enemy  t«  cross  tlie  river. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  no  effort  on  my  part  shall  be  spare<l  to  render 
the  Potomac  Flotilla  worthy  of  the  coutidence  reposed  in  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Teos.  T.  Cbaten, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waghington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Rowan,  TT,  S.  JTary, 
commanding  U.  8.  S.  Pawnee. 

Navy  Depaetment,  Augwd  14, 1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  down  the  River  Potomac,  with  the  Pawnee  under  your 
command,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  and  upon  falling  in  with  Cap- 
tain Craven,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  you  will  report  yourself  to 
that  ofQcer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  S.  0.  Rowan, 

Comdg.  U.  8,  Steam  Sloop  of  War  Pawnee,  off  Alexandria,  Va. 


kTvm  o% 


»UC   ASn>  KAPPABAnOCET 


M9ort»f( 


Crmnem,  f. &  Aery, «vi 


r.  a  a  TAjnnx, 

OfAfmim^  Amfmat  14,  l^sei. 
Bne:  HariBfr  tfaw  ■wmhii;  cantmBj  ««iT«Hiinc<i  oar  niddcr,  I  find  it 
vSI  be  inpiMBble  to  icpatr  it  hen.    It  is  badly  shatterpd,  and  tli 
rtom  of  last  nislit  kas  «o  weakened  it  that  it  vfll  aearcelj-  banc 
together  OMve  tlwa  fgrty-ei^ht  hoars;  bceades.  it  is  so  orach  aloed 
one  aide  aa  to  be  alaost  aadcaa  in  tnniaK  the  tmsU,  osreptins 
•  IwrtbebB.    Under  then  i  iiniiiiiwatini  I  re^iectinllynnbniit  wl 
it  woaM  not  be  better  to  send  flw  ranhar  iwadiateir  to  the 
where,  witli  ordtaary  dtligenee,  ahe  can  be  ande  aiaiiuable  in  a 

hOUPL 

Vec7  respectfulljr,  yoor  obedient  serrant, 

Tbos.  T.  Cbatks, 
OommmmSiu§  Pbtamme  Flotill 
Hon.  <fir»Bf>5  Wellks, 

Heeretary  oj  the  .Vary,  WoMkittffto*. 


Nayt  DKPABTitEyr.  Avfuat  14,  166iT 
Gonld  yoa  arm  the  Collyrr  or  some  nuitable  vessel  and  seod  her  toi 
tli»'  Dioath  of  the  KappabaiiDock.  to  reniaiu  there  with  the  Mount  Ver'^ 
non  tor  t«u  day»t 

G.  V.  Fox, 
AuitUint  Secretary. 
Coiiiinander  DAtiLCREK, 

Commandant  Sary  Yard,  Washington. 


[T«legniD.] 


Navy  Yakd  [  Wasuinotox,  D.  C],  Aiignst  14.  lSf>f7 
I  can  ymt  Home  canuon  and  men  in  the  Collyer.    This  morning  the  I 
owrKT  lUrlitipd  to  <'harter  her  or  the  Ovy.    I  hope  also  to  report  tbej 
I'avincv  ready  this  evening. 

J.  A.  Dahlgrbn. 
G.V.  Pox, 

AHSiHtant  Secret ary. 


[Tdesrani.] 

■Navy  Yard  [WAsniNCiTON,  D.  C],  AuguM  14,  JSfil. 
Thn  PawnM  lia.s  left  Alexandria  on  the  way  down  the  river.    The 
Seventy  ninth,  after  a  uhort  halt  near  the  yard,  are  passing  over  the  ! 
AnacoHtia  bridge. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

Conanandant. 
Navy  Depaqtment. 
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Letter  from  the  cnmmaiuhint  nary  yard,  Wtmhington,  to  Captain  Cniren, 
U.  S.  jVrti'y,  commaiKlinfi  Potoinav  Flntilla,  rehitirc  to  bnatx  and  acoivs 
in  the  possesion  of  the  Confederates  on  the  Potomao  River , 

Commandant's  Office,  Nava'  Yard, 

WaHhinijton,  Augiitit  ].'>,  ISGl. 
Sm:  I  am  directed  by  tlie  N:ivy  Deimrtiucut  to  inform  you  tliiit  up 
Aiiuia  ('reek  are  142  scows  und  longboals;  up  (.'lioiiawanisic  an-  tlio 
same;  u])  Quantico  are  tlio  saiiic;  np  Powell's  Creek  are  the  same;  up 
Nciibsco  7,  aud  up  Occoquaii  15. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  Jno.  a.  I)aul(;rkx, 


Commandant. 


Captain  Craven, 

Cummandiny  Flotilla,  etc. 


[TeleKrain. 


IN'aVV    VaRD,  WASHIN(iTON,  T).  P,,]  AuffUitt  [ISf],  18G1. 
Tlie  \M<nmt\  Vcrnmi  is  leaviujiwith  titc  disiciti-iii-s  aud  a  couiinuuicar 
tiou  from  nie  to  Captaiu  Craven  iulbrmiuj;  Liui  of  the  scows. 

J.  A.  Dahluuen. 


G.  V.  Fox. 


r 


Report  nf  Commander  Crai^en,  U.  S.  Xary,  commawHny  Potomac  Flotilla, 
traHHmittiny  report  of  Acting  Maxter  liudd,  V.  ,S.  \ary,  connnandiny 
IJ.  iS,  ti.  Renotutr,  of  eaxu-altien  rexultiny  from  an  attempt  to  capture  a 
boat  on  the  Virginia  shore  near  Persimmon  Point. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  A  qui  a  Creek,  August  ir>,  ISGI. 
SrR:  This  morning  at  about  11  o'clock  I  dispatched  the  steamers 
Resolute  aud  Reliance  to  make  a  lecouuoissaiicc:  of  Mathias  I'oint.     At 
about  3   p.  m.  the  Resolute,  Acting  Masfa-r   Itudd,   returueil   to   this 
aucliorage  aud  made  this  report,  which  is  hercwitli  en<'I(>sed. 

1  have  ordered  Mi".  Uudd  to  proceed  with  his  dead  and  wounde«l  to 
tbe  uavy  yard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craa-en, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Knoluatm.] 

U.  8.  S.  Resolttte,  August  16  \]5],  1861. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  proceedeil  dowu  the  river  to  make  an 
exaniiuatiou  of  Mathias  Poiut  and  the  immediate  vicinity.  Nothinf^ 
iudicatiug  a  hostile  movement  could  be  discovered  at  or  about  the 
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point.  Hearing  that  ii  schooiipr  was  ashore  at  Lower  Cedar  Point 
thou;;lit  it  julvisaltle  to  go  down  to  her  and  get  her  otl'  if  jwissible. 
boat  was  seen  on  the  Virf;inia  shore  a  aliort  distance  this  side  of  P^ 
Simmon  Point,  and  I  dispatilied  an  officer  and  five  men  in  a  boat  A 
the  pui-pose  of  capturing  her.  They  lia4l  just  reached  her  and  were 
the  act  of  making  fast  wlien  a  volley  of  musketry  was  fired  from  tft 
adjoining  bushes,  not  more  than  5  or  0  yards  distant,  instautlj'  killing 
three  of  the  Ixnit's  crew  and  wounding  another.  1  immediately  opeii< 
fire,  throwing  shell  into  the  cover  that  sheltered  the  enemy.  Aftt^r  foi 
or  five  rounds  tiiey  were  driven  out,  running  in  parties  of  three  ai 
four  in  difl'erent  directions,  some  of  them  running  into  some  dwellii 
houses  on  the  right.  The  survivors  of  the  boat's  crew  8uceee<led  i 
getting  bcr  off  from  shore  while  I  was  firing.  The  Reliance  coming'  n 
at  this  moment  commenced  throwing  shell  at  the  Hying  enemy,  and  all 
sent  a  hoat  to  assist  in  getting  my  boat  off.     Nothing  was  left  behiu 

My  boat  is  completely  riddled,  iiartiiulnrly  in  the  after  iiart.  TI 
attitcking  party  numbered  about  tliirty.  Lieutenant  Mygatt  remaiut 
with  his  vessel  in  the  vicinity  until  I  could  report  to  you.  The  foUoi 
ing  j)erson8  were  killed  and  woundetl: 

Killed. — John  T.  Fuller,  master's  mate;  George  SejTnour,  seam 
Thomas  Tully,  seaman. 

^y(luntJed. — Ernest  Walter,  seaman. 

The  men  that  escaped  state  that  the  boat  on  the  shore  ha«l  two  crad 
in  her.    We  were  unable  to  secure  her. 
Very  respectfully, 


Captain  Cbavtsn, 

(Jommanding  Potomae  Flotilla. 


William  BruD, 

Vommtindivij  Rcjtolute. 


Report  of  Surtjeon  Gunnell,  U.  S.  Wary,  U.  8.  8.  Paienee,  of  oasualti 
reKultinti  from  the  attempt  to  capture  a  hoat  on  the  Virginia  shore  net 
PemimmoH  Point. 

U.  S.  8.  Pawnee, 
Aquia  Creek,  Angtuit  15,  1661 

8m:  The  following  are  the  casualties  on  board  the  r.  S.  S.  Resolute 
Killed,— I.  Mr.  .lohu  T.  Fuller,  master's  mate;  gunshot  wound 
head  and  of  right  arm;  immediately  fivtal.  2.  George  Seymour,  gai» 
uer's  mate;  gunshot  wound  at  right  side  of  spine,  a  second  through  th 
left  lung;  almost  immediately  fatal.  3.  Thomas  Tully,  seaman;  gax 
shot  wound  of  head;  immediately  fatal. 

Wounded. — 1.    Ernest]  Walter,  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  left  sid 
of  hea«l ;  probably  mortal. 

Itesiiectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Gtjunbll, 

Surgeon,  U.  8.  Kavy. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Ceaten, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Potomac  River. 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK.   611 

Letter  from  Acting  Master  Biidd,  U.  S.  N^ary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Reso- 
lute, to  Oenirnl  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  activity  of  the 
enemy  and  laxity  of  the  Federal  Oovernment. 

U.  S.  S.  Eesolutb, 

Off  Aquia,  Augimt  15, 1861. 

Sre:  The  whole  naval  force  in  the  Potoinat;,  witli  the  exception  of 
the  brijr  Perry,  ut  Alexiiudiia,  is  now  at  iiiu'li<»r  at  this  point.  The 
Bciuatlroii  consists  of  the  Fuwnee,  I'ocahontaa,  Ice  Boat,  Yankee,  Free- 
born, Resolute,  and  Reliance. 

There  is  not  a  single  Federal  pun  between  Aqnia  Cre«k  and  Fort 
Washington,  nor  from  A(|iii:v  to  the  mouth  of  the  IJappahannock. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  chjse  to  the  month  of  the 
Potomac,  in  Virginia,  are  two  rivers  (Coan  and  Yeocomico),  both  capa- 
ble of  admitting  vessels  dra%ving  VI  feet  of  water. 

Also,  between  t!ie  rotomuc  and  Ilappuhannock,  there  is  an  estnary 
(Great  Wicondeo  IJjiy  [River]),  also  having  a  dcptli  of  14  feet.  These 
inlets  possess  admirjible  fiicilities  for  coiu-ealing  vessels  and  boats, 
and  are  all  unguarded.  You  will  see  by  consulting  any  map  of  the 
county  that  there  is  an  abundance  of  lan<l  and  wat«r  coutmunicatiou 
from  these  places  lo  the  Rappahannock. 

The  enemy  has  within  a  short  tinie  cut  down  all  the  woods  and  large 
trees  on  Brent's  Point  (which  forms  one  side  of  A(|uia  Creek),  so  as  to 
euablb  him  to  sweep  the  point  with  guns,  wliich  have  lately  been  placed 
iu  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  and  are  as  yet  maskeil, 
his  object  being  to  guard  himself  from  any  atteiiijitto  land  above  and 
out  of  the  range  of  his  main  works.  Ljist  night,  he  threw  up  an  earth- 
work conuectiiig  two  of  his  hill  batteries,  about  I.L'IM)  yards  distant  from 
each  other.  Whdo  I  write  tlii.s  he  is  fortifying  a  ravine  between  Poto- 
mac and  Aquia  creeks.  The  i'«(rntf  is  within  good  shelling  distance 
looking  at  the  performance,  llis  ritie  guns  will  hunt  her  out  of  that 
wheu  he  gets  thein  in  position.  The  enemy  is  evidently  strengthening 
his  position  by  every  iM)ssil)]c  means.     We  do  nothing. 

1  suppose  if  aiiytldtig  takes  jdacc  here  we  an^  all  to  fight  on  onr  own 
hook,  as  we  have  no  plan  of  signals,  organization,  or  attack. 

The  promised  increase  of  tbrce  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  enemy 
has  the  river  to  himself  above  and  below  us. 

2  p.  m.  I  have  just  returned  from  an  ex.amination  of  Mathias  Point. 
Nothing  indicating  a  new  or  hostile  movement  is  visible,  but  the  woods 
and  uudergrowtli  are  so  dense  that  it  is  im])ossible  to  find  out. 

Pushing  my  recoiiuoissance  a  little  farther  down,  and  omleavoring 
to  cut  out  a  boat  with  8up[die8  for  the  insurgents,  1  fell  on  a  party  of 
about  thirty  Conlwlerates.  We  had  a  brush.  I  lost  three  killed  and 
one  wounded,  but  cau  not  tell  the  loss  on  the  other  side.  I  hunted  them 
out  of  their  cover  witli  shell  and  shrapnel,  but  only  one  of  their  number 
was  actually  seen  by  me  to  be  killed.  I  was  not  in  force  to  penetrate 
the  cover  after  they  abandoned  it. 

Will  you  not  change  the  policy  of  the  naval  force  and  Department, 
and  compel  them  to  drop  Micawber's  role  and  do  somethingt 
Very  respectfully, 

William  Uudd, 
Commending  Resolute,  Potomac  Flotilla, 

Major-GeneraJ  G.  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Potomac  IHvuiion. 
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Itmt  met  tons  from  the  Si'trctart/  of  the  Xary  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S, 
Xapy,commtiniling  Potomac  Flotilla,  in  rieio  of  information  rccrir-t 
from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  retfardin^f  intetitions  of  the  enetn 

Sayy  Depaetment,  a  ugust  15,  18G1. 
Sm:  In  forwarding  tlie  enclosed  memoraiulani,  received  from  tl 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  the  Department  desires  to  i>Iac4)  you  ful 
on  your  guard,  and  to  require  of  you  to  destroy  every  vessel  or  b 
witliin  yonr  reacli,  wliethi-r  on  the  Maryland  side  or  not,  and  witlKH 
reprard  to  passes  given,  sliould  tliere  be  any  coneeiitration  or  appare 
design  to  use  tlieui  for  this  purposf.     Forty-eight  ])erniits  to  ves; 
have  been  given  to  trade  on  tlie  I'otomae.    These  may  be  canceled  t 
your' endorsement  at  any  moment  your  judgment  considers  it  nece^ssai 
Very  resiiectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wellbs, 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  J'otomac  Flotilla. 


I  KnclMnre.l 


President  Davis  has  written  within  two  days: 


AlTGTJST  13  1 1861). 


Havo  iKi  Htrpot  lights;  keep  Baltiiimro  i|ui(>t  for  tlie  present;  in  ten  days  I  aht 
comiiiuiut  the  I'otomuc!  nnd  croiui  lit^twecii  MnthitiH  I'oint  and  Aquia  Creek  iul 
Charles  and  St.  Mary's  coiiiiticst  ( th<>v  are  all  frieudH  there)  and  march  iipou  Arinaptf 
I'm.  Then,  having  t»»<)f'th<<  approarhen  to  Wanhiiititou  in  possessiuu,  let  Kaltiuim 
rifle  and  hum  tlio  liridgfs.     'IMn)  uioveuienla  in  the  upper  I'otmiiac  are  only  feiuls. 

Sonrco  unfjuestioiiable.  The  same  jiarty  informs  me  that  a  regnis 
communication  exists  by  means  of  the  St.  Mary's  steamboat  line  froi 
Baltimore  np  the  Patuxi-nt  and  then  in  an  o[»en  boat  from  Port  Tobact 
to  the  Virginia  shore  after  the  yroliee  boat  lias  passed.  Tliis  was  iiitei 
rnpted  bv  [(JencralJ  Hanks  for  a  time,  to  the  great  eonfusiou  of  t^ 
enemy. 


Orthr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Nm^ 
commandimj  Potomac  Flotilla,  fonrardini/  copi/  of  newspaper  clippii 
containing  petition  of  crew  of  Philadelphia  Ice  Boat. 

Navy  DEPARTirENT.  AufluM  15,  if^ei. 
SiE:  Before  the  Department  takes  any  aetii>ii  in  regard  to  the  et_ 
closed  communication,  your  report  is  desiicd  thereupon;  also  iiscertaiu 
if  these  names  are  genuine,  aiui  whether  all  of  them  are  enlisted  in  tlif 
Knifed  States  service.  From  the  manner  in  which  the  rebels  ha 
trertt<tl  flags  of  truee,  the  Department  desires  that  y(m  should  not  pi 
yourself  or  vessel  within  their  reach  under  .such  a  flag. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secietary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  T.  T.  Ceaven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Fhtilla. 


k 


U.  S.  S,  Ice  Boat, 
All u  in  Creek,  Auijuxt  ](>,  ISO], 

Dkak  Sir:  Tlin  object  of  tliis  letti-r  is  to  };i\e  youisell  aii<l  our 
frieiiils  lit  liouie  n  skclcb  of  the  iiiaiiner  in  wLidi  \vc  liave  bwii  used 
siiii'B  leaving  I'liiliulclitbiu.  At  tbat  time  we  liiul  no  less  than  four 
(■a{>tiiins,  one  lieutenant,  purser,  {juuner,  ami  i)urser's  clerk.  Since 
that  time  we  have  ebanged  c(nnruiiii<lers  no  less  than  eight  times,  so 
that  by  the  time  one  coinmauder  bas  about  ln'cotiii^  aci|naiiiteil  witli  the 
boat  and  her  crew  he  is  ordered  away  aud  anotlier  takes  bis  place,  and 
he,  liiiding  out  bis  own  jvositiou  utuI  about  |liow|  long  he  will  probably 
remain,  cares  not  how  the  nieu  are  eared  for  and  leaves  everyone  to 
shift  f<u'  himself.  By  tluit  means  you  will  see  there  are  no  regulations 
of  any  kind  and  no  one  l<t  take  an  interest  in  tlie  men.  By  thatnieairs 
we  are  leJt  to  suit  our  <twn  taste  about  the  arrangement  of  matters 
aboard  the  vessel.  Four  weeks  after  we  had  left  rbihiddphia  we  bad 
no  whisky,  coilee,  or  stove  in  which  to  cook  what  pro\asioiis  we  iiad 
on  board,  the  pay  f()r  which  we  will  never  get.  At  one  time,  .some- 
where in  the  neighborbooil  of  two  weeks,  while  outside  cruising  in  the 
bay,  we  lived  entirely  on  raw  nu>at  aiul  biscuit.  At  another  time  we. 
were  for  seven  weeks  without  fresh  iirovisions  of  any  kind,  idthougb 
we  were  in  port  every  few  days.  There  are  now  souie  forty  blue  jackets 
on  board,  aud  we  can  sling  but  fourteen  hammocks,  and  1  have  seeu 
the  time,  when  it  rained  very  heavy,  tbat  uo  one  im  the  ves.sel  closed 
his  eyes  for  twenty- four  hours  at  a  time,  there  not  being  even  a  dry 
]ilace  to  stow  our  bags  iti,  our  clothes  being  always  in  a  damp  and 
dirty  conditinn.  Before  we  came  an^und  here  to  Washington  .some  of 
the  men  had  gone  baiefttoted  for  two  weeks,  the  otVicers  telling  us  that 
we  were  likely  ti»  be  out  of  commission  soon  and  such  things  would  not 
be  needed  until  we  got  aboard  our  regular  seagoing  shij). 

Now,  sir,  we  all  know  it  is  not  the  right  thing  for  any  man.  espe<:ially 
in  times  like  these,  to  complain  of  their  ollicers,  and  we  have  not  done 
so  until  forbearance  has  ceased  ti>  be  a  virtue,  and  we  are  now  com- 
I)elled  t<»  speak  (bi-  ouiselves.  At  the  time  we  shipped  we  did  so  with 
our  minds  made  up  to  go  tbiougli,  without  complaint,  any  ta-sk  or 
hardship  that  might  fall  to  our  lot;  but,  sir.  f(U-all  that,  we  do  still  con- 
sider ourselves  men,  an<l  think  that  we  should  be  treated  as  such,  aud 
not  like  dund)  brutes.  At  the  present  time  our  battery  consists  of  one 
Oinch  shell  gun,  one  (iincli  ritled  gun.  two  .SJ-ponnders,  one  l--pounder 
howitzer,  beside  Minic  muskets,  carbines,  boarding  pistols,  cutlas-ses, 
boarding  pikes,  aud  battle  axes,  with  revolvers  lor  the  jiicked  men. 
And  imw  we  are  stationed  here  without  even  the  common  necessaries 
of  life,  to  lead  the  van  in  every  alVair  where  there  is  likely  to  be])lenty 
of  bard  work  and  no  thanks  for  the  same;  and  at  this  present  time  1 
can  safely  say  there  is  not  a  man  on  the  vessel  who  will  not  dare  as 
much  to  .serve  his  country  as  any  man  in  the  United  .SUites  Navy,  but 
at  the  same  time,  as  we  have  said  before  and  now  rei>eat,  we  wish  to  be 
treated  as  men.  There  is  not  a  week  goes  by  but  we  are  short  in  our 
allowance  in  some  way  or  another.  At  present  we  are  lining  on  ten 
days'  allowance  of  old,  moldy  bread  that  they  would  not  or  could  not 
u.se  themselves,  and  also  drinking  our  coffee  without  sugar,  although 
we  arc  only  55  miles  fntm  the  capital.  Now,  sir,  we  ex|>ect  nothing  but 
what  is  allowed  us.  and  want  nothing  unreasonable,  but,  sir,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  justice,  we  demand  our  rights,  or,  whati'ver  may  be  the  couse- 
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qnencc,  tbe  muster  roll  aboard  this  vessel  will  be  fonnd  sliort  before 
many  daj's  pass  by,  and  to  let  you  know  that  these  are  not  tbe  senti 
nionts  of  one  man,  but  of  the  whole  shii)'8  crew,  every  man  on  the 
vessel  sipns  this  letter  of  his  own  free  will;  and,  sir,  if  you  will  bo  kind 
cnony:h  to  have  this  inserted  in  your  paper  you  will  receive  the  thauks 
of  the  whole  shij/s  crew. 

With  much  respect,  sir,  we  sign  ourselves  unanimously. 


John  Kennedy, 

Boaltiwain'ii  Mate. 
Hamitel  T.  ScnOFlELD, 
Robert  Cain, 
Samuel  Ebskine, 
John  Stewart, 

Quartcrmaaters. 
James  IT.  Patterson, 

Pur  Her'' »  Steward. 
Dantel  Doyle, 

VaptaiH'»  Stacard. 
William  McGarvey, 

Ship'ii  Cook. 
Leonard  Schreple, 
John  Swift, 

Mess  Cooks. 
Wm.  C.  Holton, 
George  W.  Brown, 
Henry  McCafferty, 
IJikam  Lawrence, 
David  It,  Garland, 
Geok(;e  W.  Fisher, 
William  J.  McCormtck, 
11.  \V.  Neill, 
J  o.se  ru  Marlet, 
Jacob  Mokrow, 
J.  W.  Speere, 
Albert  M.  Hawkins, 
William  Tucker, 
Jacob  Eyring, 
Thomas  Walpole, 


Robert  McClenaohan, 
Henry  A.  Stirk, 
Ghas.  Kelly, 
John  Armstrong, 
Francis  P.  Slavin, 
Gharles  J.  Petit, 
Henry  S.  Uotchkiss, 
K.  G.  Jones, 
M.  V.  Parker, 
La  Forrest  Bond, 
John  Lannan, 
JAME.S  Reed, 
Henry  S.  (iAtbs, 
John  Sherwin, 
F.  A.  Heath, 

Ice  Boafs  Crne, 
B.  W.  Fowler, 

Third  Engineer. 
Thomas  E.  Riley, 
John  McAndlty, 
Thomas  Hickey, 
Edward  McKay, 
1*eter  F.  Fox, 
Thomas  J.  Baldwin, 

Wm.  Devlin, 
Patrick  McLaughlin, 

]\'<iter  Tendcrn. 
William  McCarthy, 

W'hi-elman. 


Jos.  R.  Flanigan,  Esq., 

Editor  of  Daily  Newit. 

N.  B. — Philadelphia  papers  please  copy. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Floiilfa, 

recommendinij  the  erection  of  batteriett  on  the  Maryland  nhore  opposite 

Aquia  Creek. 

U.  8.  8.  Yankee, 
Off  Aquia,  August  15,  18U1 — 10  p.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  com- 
munications of  this  date,  one  accompanied  by  information  relative  to 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  the  other  without  Ma  intended  accom- 
panying enclosure. 

Since  our  arrival  off  this  station  the  rebels  have  been  constantly  at 
work  in  throwing  up  heavy  earthworks  in  every  available  jHtsition  com- 
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manding  tbe  month  o£f  Aquia  Creek  and  are  beyond  donbt  making 
extensive  preparations  for  some  great  move.  Unless  the  landings  on 
tbe  Maryland  side  are  immediately  occupied  by  our  troops  and  made 
secure  by  extended  batteries  I  shall  be  pla<.'ed  between  two  flres,  and  it 
will  be  hardly  possible  with  the  small  force  under  my  command  to  pro- 
tect tlie  passages  across  the  river. 

As  I  informetl  yon  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  the  rudder  of  the  Yankee 
is  badly  injured,  and  in  case  of  having  any  extroardiuary  work  to  do  it 
will  be  very  difficult  tct  maneuver  her.  1  hope,  sir,  in  view  of  the  pres- 
ent aspect  of  a'ffairs  the  Department  will  see  the  necessity  of  largely 
increasing  my  forces  immediately. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  CiiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  WaKlnngtvn,  D.  0, 


[Tblograiu.] 

Navy  Department,  Auftmt  16,  imi. 
Was  any  firing  heard  from  the  river  this  morning T    Have  yoa  any 
information  from  that  quarter! 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Captain  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  A'ary  Yard,  Washington. 


[T«lfignuD.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washinqton,  D.  C],  Amimt  16, 1861. 
On  enquiry  I  learn  that  some  iiriug  was  heard  this  a.  m.  between  4 
and  C  o'clock  in  the  dire(;tion  of  the  river,  but  nctt  since  (!  this  a.  m. 

Lieutenant  Wymau,  who  ciiuie  up  an  hour  ago,  reporttul  a  few  shot 
tired  at  tlie  Pocahontas  and  lell  here  to  go  to  the  Department.  It  is 
now  3  p.  m. 

Jumi  A.  Dauluken. 
G.  V.  I'^ox. 


Destruction  of  the  Sloops  Jane  Wright  and  T.  W.  Riley,  Atujust  16, 1861. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Havy  to  Captain  Craven,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Potomae 
Flotilla,  to  forward  information  in  the  oaae  of  the  gloop  T.  W.  Biley. 

Navy  Department,  August  W,  1861. 
Sir:  James  W.  Gessford,  owner  of  the  sloop  T.  W.  Riley,  vaWeA  &t 
the  Department  this  morning  and  stated  that  his  vessel  was  scuttled 
on  Friday  last,  in  Wade's  Bay  on  the  Potomac  IJiver,  by  your  order 
and  no  reasons  therefor  assigned  to  him.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  the  Department  as  to  the  facts  in  this  case. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

GtDEON  Welles. 
Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Washingt/m,  J>.  C. 


616   OPERATIONS  OX  THE  POTOMAC  AKD  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

Tatition  of  John  Lawrenoe,  esq.,  captain  of  sloop  Jane  Wright,  for  danmget  in  the  csm 
of  the  destrootion  of  that  vessel  by  U,  B.  S.  Yankee. 

Wasuington,  I).  C,  September  13, 18G1, 

Sill:  Your  petitioner,  Captain  John  Luwrcuce,  of  St.  Mary's  County, 
Md,,  captain  ainl  owner  of  the  sloop  Jann  Wrif/ht,  on  the  15tli  <h»y  of 
Augu.st,  A.  1).  1S(H,  nhtained  I'lom  the  Niivy  ]>epartment,  a  written 
permission  to  go  with  liis  said  slooj)  from  the  city  of  Washington  to  hi.s 
home  ill  St.  Mary's  ('()unty,  and  on  tliatday,  awoinpanied  by  Mr.  John 
V.  Kussell,  liis  hand  on  said  s!oi)|i,  your  itetifioner  left  Washington  at 
about  ;?  p.  m.  ami  profrtvdcd  on  his  way  down  the  river,  and  on  the 
morning  following  (to  wit,  the  Kith  of  August),  abont  one  hour  after 
sunrise,  when  near  Sniith's  Point,  your  petitioner  was  hailed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment war  vessels  an<I  ordered  to  come  to,  when  y<mr  petitioner 
immediately  obeyed  and  ran  his  said  sloop,  as  ordered,  alongside  of 
the  war  steamer  laHAve,  and  the  papers  of  said  sloop  were  demanded 
ami  delivered  over  to  one  of  the  ollicers  or  men,  and  your  |>etitiouer 
was  informed  that  his  said  sloop  wouUl  be  sunk  and  destroyed. 

Your  [letitiriner  immediately  protesteii  against  such  an  net,  and 
ehvimed  that  he  had  the  right  to  go  home,  ancl  that  the  ]»ermission  was 
emluraed  on  one  <d'  the  jtapers  delivered  up, and  youriietitioner  retiuested 
llie(;ommandaiit  of  the  y«n/.«:  to  inform  Iiim  tlie  reason  why  hiss]<M»i>was 
thus  seized,  hut  no  reason  was  given  for  the  act,  and  y<uir  |)etitioner 
was  told  that  he  might  go  on  .shore  in  his  .small  boat,  but  that  his  sloop 
would  he  sunk  and  destroye<l,  wliieli  has  since  been  done. 

Your  petitioner  further  atates  that  he  is  acquainted  with  Mr.  William 
11.  Hailey,  the  engineer  of  the  Yankee,  to  whom  he  refers  the  Depart- 
nu'iit  for  the  evidence  of  the  facts  herein  stated  in  reference  to  the 
seizure  of  his  said  sloop. 

Your  petitioner,  who  is  a  poor  man,  is,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of 
his  said  sloop,  greatly  distressed,  having  been  heretofore  engaged  in 
carrying  oysters  and  fruit,  etc.,  to  the  Washington  umrket  for  a  Bui>i>ort. 

Your  petitioner  fnrtlier  says  that  he  ahouhl  not  have  started  down 
the  river  with  his  shmp  had  he  not  lirst  received  the  aforementioned 
written  i»ermisaion,  which  he  was  advised  wonhl  insure  him  protection 
and  a  safe  conduct  home;  and  inasunu'h  as  your  [letitiuuer  has  lost  his 
slooi»  under  such  eircunjstancea,  according  to  justice  and  equity,  your 
petitioner  should  be  paid  the  amount  of  damages  sustained  thereby; 
and  your  petitioner  prays  the  (loveniment  to  pay  him  the  amount  of 
damages  he  has  sustained  in  crmaequence  of  the  losa  of  his  said  sloop, 
which  is  about  Ai50. 

I  am,  very  resiNJctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JiiHN  (liis  X  mark)  Lawrence. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wki.les, 

SeircUiry  itf  the  yavy. 


Order  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Ctavan,  V.  B.  Navy,  oommanding  Poto- 
mac FlotUla,  to  forward  report  in  the  case  of  deslruction  of  sloop  Jane  Wright. 

Navy  Depautment,  Septentber  13,  18G1. 

Sir  :  Captain  John  Lawrence,  of  St.  Mary's  County,  Md.,  owner  cii  the 

slcMip  Janr  Wriiilit,  informs  the  Department  that  while  he  was  piweed- 

iug  down  the  I'otomac  under  a  pass  from  this  Department  on  the  morn- 

jiif;  of  the  Kitli  August,  he  was  ordered  to  come  to  when  uear  Smith's 

'If  which  he  did,  and  bis  pvipers  demanded  and  delivei-ed  up.     He 
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was  inforuiefl  that  his  Hloop  woultl  be  sunk  ain]  ileatroyed,  wUich  he 
says  wiis  .suUsei|iietitly  done,  iind  lie  w:»a  allowed  to  po  ashore  in  his 
small  hoiit  anil  no  reasons  were  j^iven  tor  these  proi'eedings. 

No  report  lias  been  received  from  you  in  this  case,  which  you  will 
please  make  and  tnlbrin  the  Department  ol'  all  the  eircunistauees  ecu- 
ueeted  with  tlita  sei/iiie. 

1  am,  res|»ee.t  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 


Captain  T.  T.  CRAVEN, 

Vomwandimi  Potomac  FlntiUa. 


Acting  Secretary, 


B«port  of  Captain  Craves,  U.  8.  Havy,  oommandiiig  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  the  deatruotion 
of  iloopi  jane  Wright  and  T.  W.  Biley. 

11.  S.  S.  Yankke,  September  11,  ISdl. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ackuowleilKP  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  l^th  instant  asking  for  information  relative  to  the <lestrueti(ni  of  the 
sloop  .lane  Wriijlif,  ueur  Smith's  Island  |Pointfj,  on  the  inoruiutj  of  the 
Kith  Au;;nst. 

On  that  morning  I  received  a  special  dispatch  from  the  Department, 
with  an  etjclosiire  of  a  nienioraiidiirn  fntni  tlie  .Assistant  Secretary  ot' 
War,  relative  to  the  iuteiuled  invasion  of  Maiylai.it  by  the  rebels. 

In  that  dispatch   I   was  authorized  luider  certain  eontinjreucies  to 
tlestroy  every  vessel  or  bitat  within  my  reach.     Knder  that  order  tlie 
sloops  T.  W.  UUey  and  •Innc  Wriiilit  were  scuttled  and  sunk. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Q.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Watihinyton,  I>.  V. 


Letter  from  the  fjnvernor  of  Maryland  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  relatiee  to 
increa/iintj  the  force  on  the  Potomac  in  view  of  a  deneenl  upon  Maryland 
by  the  Confederaten. 

State  of  Mabvlakd,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  August  1(J,  1S61. 
Dear  Sir;  I  nm  advised  in  a  way,  and  it  conies  from  a  source  that 
leaves  no  ground  for  doubt,  that  the  Confederate  forces  south  of  the 
Poloniac  and  tlie  disloyal  men  of  Maryland  are  acting  in  vigilant  con- 
cert, with  a  design  to  make  a  descent  upon  Maryland  at  some  point, 
most  likely,  I  think,  to  be  from  St.  Mary's  or  Charles  counties.  Will  it 
not  lie  well,  I  respectfully  suggest,  to  increase  the  Ooverument  forces 
with  etlicient  vessels  to  ply  between  Washington  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Potomac  Klver  to  cut  o(f  their  forces  if  they  attempt  to  cross;  also 
allow  nie  to  advise  an  increased  force  of  men  and  vessels  to  watch  the 
two  eastern  shore  counties  of  Virginia  in  General  Butler's  division. 
The  UOth  instant  is  the  time  designated  by  them  for  assault.  Do  not 
think  me  scared;  I  oidy  wish  to  liea<l  off  the  rebels. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  H.  Hioks. 
Don.  S.  Cameron, 

Secretary  War. 


ns    opKBinom  cm  tbs  potoxac  Axt)  rappahT^tnock. 

XAVT   DKPARTHKST,  AuguJit  10,  l>iGl. 

0*t  uudflrwftjr  ftod  proeeeil  into  the  J'otijinm^  iiiver  and  report  to 
C»(>t«iii  Oruvuu  the  enrliMt  jieriod  your  rc]mir8  are  coniluded. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Anauitant  Secretary. 
l/iiiiUnitttit  P.  O.  Watxodob, 

U,  H.  H.  Union,  lialtinujre,  Md. 


ITiOacnM.! 

Navy  1>ict*artment,  Attgu^t  it,  1861. 
lliui  tlin  (irder  from  tliu  Doiiarttiiuiit  to  leave  for  the  Potomac  when 
ruiidy  Ijcuii  rvccivt-d,  and  when  ducM  Hbc  Mailt 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 
<!oiiiiiiiiiiiliM'  .1.  It.  OnLDRTtnaotmH, 

fivnior  (tjJUrr  on  hoard  I'.  H,  H.  (Jnion,  Jialtimore. 


(TdagTam.] 

BALTrMOBE,  Augmt  17, 1861. 
TliK  nnlcr  (Vciiii  (Im*  l)i>iMirtiiiont  t«  loave  for  tlio  Potiiinac  Ijas  been 
n»('i<lviMl  mill  mIio  H'.  H.  y.  L'num\  siiils  tliis  unenioou  in  obedience  to 

lliat  Hlll<^l'. 

J.    IC.    CiuLDSBOROUGH, 

Commander. 
lion.  (}.  Wklluh. 


Ordn'  «/  tkf  Sflcreittry  of  the  Xary  to  Commander  Craren,  U.  8.  Xapy, 
CiimmaHiliitii  rotomav  FlotiUa,  to  obtain  information  regarding  the 
jtrenriiev  o/  liatlfrim  at  Mathian  I'ltint  or  White  Ilouxr. 

Navy  l»KrABT>iKNT,  Awfust  17, 1861. 
iBlK:  Tbo  I>p|>artinoTit  woubl  lu>  ylad  to  UMirn  if  there  are  anj' bat- 
rit>«  at  Matliia.N  I'oiut  or  W  liiti-  House.     Can  yon  obtain  this  infomia- 
(iun  without  nnnooessary  e\i>osnie  to  any  of  yonr  eoiuniand!    Supply 
yonrsolf  w  ith  plenty  of  pix)vi*iiiU8  lunl  troal,  so  that  a  battery  alwve  and 
Im>Iow  will  not  ont  yon  off. 
Vwy  i\»»ipw-t«\iUy, 

Gideon  Welles. 

0«pt«iU  T.  T.  I'ttAXTSN, 


Navy  Taiu>  IWashinutox,  D.  C.].  Am^uH  ir.  I86t. 
i  f ifMmt)  rrmtM  li»s  t«turn«d  from  Aqui»  aad  reports  all  qoieL 

J.  A.  Dahlgkss. 
Saw  i>K>*ARTXiunr. 
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Eepm-t  of  Lieutenant  Parker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Itelease 
(Ice  Boat),  relative  to  the  condition  of  that  veaxd, 

U.  S.  S.  ItKLEASE  [Ice  IJoat], 

Off  Aipna  Creel;  Aiiffimt  17,  18G1. 

SlE :  It  becomes  my  duty  fur  the  good  of  the  scrvicti  to  make  known 
to  you  thiit  oil  till}  l.'lth  instant  when  I  took  charpe  of  this  vessel  she 
waH  in  a  disorfjauized  and  ahoost  defeiiHeless  coudition. 

Tlie  erew  were  not  properly  stiittoued  at  quarters  or  armed.  There 
were  no  boarding  nettings  or  defenses  ugainst  boarders  rendered  imper- 
atively iH'cessary  iu  a  vessel  without  bulwarks  whose  guards  are  not 
above  3  feet  from  the  wat«r. 

The  shot  and  ammunition  for  the  bow  gnus  were  aft  and  the  shot  for 
the  after  guns  forward,  while  the  long  engine  room  would  have  pre- 
vented these  articles  being  moved  rapidly  in  time  of  aetiou. 

In  the  after  magazine,  with  open  imrrels  of  powder,  were  stowed  iron 
shovels  and  other  articles  belonging  to  the  engineer's  department  and 
a  iHunber  of  iiercussion  shells  ibr  the  rilled  gun  (whether  tilled  or  not 
1  have  been  unable  to  ascertain)  were  exjiosed  in  the  engine  room. 

The  crew  are  now  stationed  and  armed,  the  arms  and  ammunition 

properly  distributed  and  stowed,  and  boarding  nettings  are  being  made. 

To  man  all  the  guns,  however,  twenty  more  men  are  requisitt?. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXIIALL  A.  Pabkbb, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Cajitain  TuoMAs  Craven, 

Commatuling  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Letter  from  E.  J.  Hall,  c^iq.,  to  the  AsHistant  Secretary  of  the  Navi/,fur- 
nishinif  information  regarding  Confederate  intercour»e. 

Post-Office  Department,  Avgwit  17, 1861. 
Sir:  At  the  request  of  Judge  Blair,  I  report  to  you  the  following 
iuforumtion  L-oniniunicated  to  me  by  a  reliable  man: 

A  certain  liemuel  W.  Hammond,  keeper  of  Pye's  or  Guymont  (Gly- 
montf  Wharf,  Charles  County,  Md.,  is  in  the  habit  of  crossing  at  Piscat- 
away  Creek  and  obtaining  recruits  for  the  rebels,  and  giving  and  Ciirry- 
iug  information  to  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  IIall. 
Captain  G.  V.  Fox. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Budd,  U.  8.  liavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  ReHolute, 
of  a  night  eruitie  of  that  reniiel. 

U.  8.  8.  Resolttte, 

August  19,  ISfil. 
SiE:  I  cruised  all  night  between  Qnantico  and  Indian  Head.    No 
boats  or  movements  on  tlie  river  were  discovered. 

Immediately  alwve  Cockpit  Point  men  and  lights  were  seen  in  consid- 
erable numbers  on  the  beach  and  adjoining  heights  busily  mo\Tng  about 
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from  I  t(>  4  o'clock.    I  watched  them  till  daylight,  vben  nothing  coold^ 
be  dlw^overed,  cither  of  them  or  their  operations. 
Very  resp*'ctfnlly, 

Wm.  Tivoi 
Captain  Cbaven, 

Commanding  Flotilla. 


Jtepori  of  Commander  Craren,  U,  S.  Xary,  commnnding  Potomae  Flo-\ 
tilla,  (ranxmittiiig  rrport  of  Acting  Manter'n  Mute:  Ely,  I'.  S.  XaryA 
commanding  I',  tS.  Mchooner  J/a>ta,  of  reconnoixtance  on  St.  George t\ 
Inland,  Md. 

U.  8.  8,  Yaskek, 

Off  Aquin,  Augtitt  Jit,  ISr.1. 
Hilt:  The  »c<-onii)anying  rejiort  and  h-tteis  were  receiveil  by  me  last  ] 
iilylit,  iiiid  I  take  the  earliest  opiHjrtuuity,  by  the  Robert  Leslie,  U>  for- 
Wiird  tliem. 

Mr.  Kly'H  opinion  of  the  organization  of  military  bodies  of  men,  is  I 
without  tli<*  slightest  doubt  corre<t,  and  I  am  more  than  ever  convinced 
thiit.  the  ]ic(i]>lo  on  the  Maryland  shore  are  secretly  lying  [in|  wait  tor  a 
niove  on  the  j»art  of  the  rebels  to  uncover  and  fly  to  their  assistance. 

Ah  yet,  sir,  I  see  no  signs  of  a  reeiilorcciucnt  of  this  tlotilla.  1  hope 
you  [will I  (litrdon  me  for  the  solicitude  I  feel  for  seeing  not  oidy  a  large 
incrcit.sd  of  the  forces  ailoat,  lint  an  immediate  occupation  of  some  of 
the  prominent  landings  Itcreahouts  hy  our  military  forces. 
Very  respectliilly,  your  (tbedient  servant, 

Tiios.  T.  Cravkn, 
Commander,  U.  S,  Navy,  Commanding  Potomac  FlotilUt. 

J  ion.  (JinKfiN  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waxhington,  D.  0. 

(EnotcNiiirfi.) 

IT.  8.  Schooner  Dana,  Augwit  IS,  isnj, 

8lB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  the  pnxreeclings  of  ]\Ir.  (Iray 
and  myself  as  follows,  viz: 

<  >n  the  night  of  the  Hth  instant,  a  Mr.  Smith,  who  keeps  a  store  on 
St.  (icoige's  Island,  came  alongside  of  my  vessel  and  made  complaint  to 
me  thiit  lie  Jiad  iiecn  threatened  with  i)er8onal  injury  by  several  p:u-tics 
residing  on  the  Maryland  shore,  in  i»arti(!ular  liy  <"a]itain  Code  (Coad?), 
on  account  of  his  Union  sentinients,  and  requested  of  me  that  1  woubl 
solicit  ])rot<'«rtii)n  for  liimself  and  the  oIIht  iidiahitants  of  the  island, 
who  are  all  rniou  nu-n,  from  tiie  commander  of  the  tlotilla.  At  the 
suggestion  of  myself  and  Mr.  Oray  they  drew  up  a  memorial,  which  I 
enclose  to  you,  signed  hy  the  two  m<iat  prominent  men  on  the  island. 
After  Bonu»  further  conversation  with  Smith  1  found  that  the  aforesaid 
Code  I  Coad  f  I  and  his  father  (Colonel  Code  jCoadT|),  who  resides  in  the 
ncighlioiliMou,  have  been  in  tlie  li)ii)itof  sending  jirovisions  to  Virginia, 
and  that  Captain  Samuel  Trader,  of  St.  Ceorge's  Island,  was  the  man 
whom  they  had  endeavored  to  )»eisnaile  to  engage  in  tin's  contraband 
trade,  and  that  he  had  at  present  in  his  possession  certain  goods  bound 
tu  the  sacred  soil. 

A<'ting  upon  I  his  iiiforinatiim,  Mr.  (Jray  and  myself  got  our  vessels 
uiulcrway  and  went  lo  St.  (ieorge's  Island,  where  we  landed  in  two 


4 

I 

two  ^J 
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boats  aiul  culled  on  Cajitaiu  Trsuler.  Ilaviiifr  ciilled  Iiini  aside  I  told 
liiiii  tliut  I  had  sutticit-nt  evidoiice  of  liis  coutraluind  intMlilt'ctioiis  to 
wanaiit  me  in  scaicluiig  liis  piciiiises.  He  immediately  delivered  to 
me  tmeliiiir  barrel  of  eolfee,  oiie-lialf  barrel  of  su<;ar,  and  some  salt, 
which  he  said  had  been  {jiveu  to  him  by  t'oloiiel  Dix  to  take  to  Virfiiiiia 
ou  the  4th  of  Jidy  last;  that  he  had  had  them  ever  since,  ami  had  beeu 
using  them  in  his  family  and  never  intemled  t(»  take  them  to  their  places 
of  ^lesti nation.  I,  however,  took  tiicm  and  have  them  now  on  board 
awaitiuji  your  orders  as  to  what  disitosition  I  shall  make  uf  tljeni.  1 
would  resjjectfuliy  sug;jfest  that  ttiey  may  be  usefnl  as  a  bribe  to  him 
ior  furtiier  iutbrmation.  The  idea  struck  me  that  he  might  have  some 
letters,  and  I  asked  him  for  any  letters  he  might  haveiii  his  possession; 
be  at  once  gave  me  the  enclosed  letters,  which  implicate  several  other 
parties;  one  of  them.  Mr.  Dix,  who  sent  the  cajitured  articles  and  the 
letters,  I  Umud  ujion  entjuiry  had  a  large  six-oared  boat  which  had 
taken  several  loads  of  men  to  ^'it■ginia.  I,  therefore,  went  that  night 
and  took  lier,  and  being  without  a  boat,  I  haveajniropriatcd  Iter  to  tlio 
use  of  my  vessel.  On  returning  to  our  vessels  we  met  a  Mr.  IJoswell, 
whose  father  is  the  principiil  (twner  of  St.  (Jeorge's  Island.  He  thought 
it  more  tiian  probable  that  we  might  find  a  (piantity  of  contraband 
goods  in  pu.ssession  of  Captain  Code  [CoadTj.  A  dilliculty  now  arose 
in  my  mind  as  to  what  might  be  the  best  mode  of  procedure,  Mr.  (iray 
thought  we  were  not  allowed  to  search  private  projjertj'  in  Maryland 
without  an  order  from  your.self  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Force, 
thereftjre,  being  out  of  the  question,  we  determined  to  try  a  stratagem. 
Alter  some  deliberation  we  decided  un  the  Ibilowiug  plan,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  which  Mr.  Hoswell  kindly  ottered  his  assistance,  as  ho  was  well 
ac<iuainted  witli  ('ai)taiii  Code  |Coad?|.  It  made  the  execution  of  the 
following  plan  conijiaratively  easy: 

The  night  being  very  dark,  1  got  the  Dana  underway,  and  with  Mr. 
Gray  and  six  of  bis  men  on  board,  and  Mr.  IJoswell  and  Captain  Trader 
as  pilots,  we  steered  our  course  up  St.  George's  Creek  and  anchored 
within  musket  shot  of  t'otlc's  (("oadf |  bouse.  I  then  disguised  myself 
and  two  of  my  men  and  in  company  with  Mr.  Rosweli  went  on  shore  to 
pay  our  compliments  to  the  captain.  Mr.  Gray  had  liis  boat  tilled  with 
armed  men  ami  reiwly  to  give  any  necessary  assistance  should  our  dis- 
guise be  discovered. 

Tiie  darkness  and  rain,  together  with  the  dilapidated  c»in<lition  of  the 
boat  in  which  I  lauded,  made  recognition  next  to  imiKissible. 

Mr.  lloswell  introduced  me  as  Ca(>taiu  Williams,  of  the  schooner 
Jiihti  Oriint,  a  good  secessionist,  and  bound  to  Coau  lUver  vrith  bacon 
and  salt  from  I'ort  Tobacco.  Captain  Code  [(.load!]  asked  me  how  I 
bad  escaped  the  steamers.  I  told  him  that  was  easily  done;  that  I  had 
been  carrying  coal  for  the  Govcriunent;  that  almost  all  the  steamers 
bad  taken  coal  out  of  my  vessel;  conseciuently,  being  well  acquainted 
with  me  and  believing  me  to  be  a  good  Union  man,  they  uever  t^)ok  the 
trouble  to  searcli  me.  Fie  then  asked  me  if  I  was  not  afraid  of  being 
seen  by  the  cutters.  I  said  no;  that  the  night  was  very  dark  an<l  that 
one  of  the  cutteis  was  up  the  river  and  the  other  two  had  gone  out  into 
the  bay.  He  comidimented  me  on  my  sagacity  and  said  it  rejoiced  him 
to  meet  a  man  of  my  stamp  and  wished  me  all  possible  success.  The 
conversation  then  became  general.  He  freely  expressed  his  sentiments 
to  me,  ofVered  us  wine  and  cigars,  and  gave  me  much  valuable  informa- 
tion as  to  the  state  of  feeling  in  his  neighborhood;  told  me  that  several 
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parties  had  crossed  from  his  immediate  vjciuity  and  expressed  his  sym- 
pathy for  them,  and  from  the  tenor  of  his  conversation  I  was  led  t<i 
believe  that  there  were  organized  fompanies  of  armed  meu  ready  to 
cooperate  with  any  forces  which  might  land  from  Virginia  in  au  attack 
npou  the  Government,  which  event,  he  said,  the  Unionists  had  more 
canso  to  fear  than  armed  men  going  from  Maryland  to  Virginia.  As 
Colonel  Code  [Goiwlt]  is  au  iutlueutial  man  and  a  politician,  1  report  his 
conversation  thus  minutely. 

It  now  showed  signs  of  clearing  away,  and  daylight  coming  on  I  sig- 
nitied  my  mteutiou  of  leaving  while  the  darkness  favored  me.  I  called 
him  to  one  side  and  otTered  to  carry  any  goods  or  letters  he  might  wish 
to  send  over  to  Virginia. 

lie  said  he  was  sorry  he  had  nothing  at  i)re8ent,  but  that  he  thought 
if  I  had  the  time  I  might  get  quite  a  qnautity  np  the  St.  Mary's  River, 
near  the  factories;  hut,  said  I,  "I  may  speak  to  a  Union  man  and  get 
myself  into  trouble."  Said  he:  ''Yon  <'aii  not  find  a  Union  man  from 
Breton's  Hay  to  Point  Lookout,  except  Dr.  Jones  and  tlie  inhabitants  of 
St.  (leorgo's  Island."  I  then  left  him,  having  proniiseil  to  call  and  see 
him  again  anil  let  him  know  how  I  succeeded  in  my  enterprise. 

We  had  iutendetl  to  go  up  to  the  fjictories,  but  wlien  we  got  into  the 
St.  Mary's  liiver  it  was  broad  daylight.  We  therefore  gave  it  up  aud 
returned  to  our  ancliorage  with  my  prize  and  information. 

I  have  since  thought  it  was  better  to  keep  things  dark  and  content 
ourselves  with  keeping  a  strict  watch  until  we  got  advice  and  further 
orders  from  yourself  as  t«  our  future  nrnveuients. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  Mr.  Gray  t^iok  a  runaway  negro,  claimed  by 
Colonel  Coile  [(_'oiid?|  and  also  by  his  souiu  law,  Dr.  (Viombs.  The 
negro  says  that  his  master  threatened  to  shoot  him  for  rei)ortiug  cer- 
tain boats  to  >'ou  as  having  been  engaged  in  contraband  trade  and  that 
he  ran  for  his  life.  , 

He  says  he  is  the  person  who  was  on  board  your  vessel  last  Sunday 
night  and  gave  you  the  iufiirmation  for  which  he  is  now  a  fugitive. 
Colonel  Co<le  |("oad?]  aud  Dr.  Coombs  both  came  to  Tiney  Point  yes- 
terday an<l  demanded  him  from  Mr.  Gray,  but  he  refused  to  give  Uini 
up  without  orders  from  you. 

Very  respet't fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  B.  Elt, 
Artinff  Master' ti  Mate,  Commanding  V.  IS.  Schooner  Dana. 

Commander  €eavi:n, 

Cuminitnding  Ghcsapeiike  Flotilla, 

[Snlwacluflnro.] 

St.  George's  Island,  August  15, 1S61. 

But:  We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  and  are  willing  to  take 
oath  to  the  same,  that  we,  the  inhabitants  of  this  island  (St.  George's), 
have  been  threatened  by  Captain  Kdward  Code  [Goad  !fj,  captain  of  a 
cavalry  company  in  Maryland,  and  residing  on  St.  George's  Creek,  and 
having  in  his  possession  the  arms  for  a  cavalry  company,  and  never 
having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  as  follows, 
viz: 

First.  On  Angnst  6  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Captain  Code  [Coadf]  said  in 
conversation  that  should  the  Southern  Confederacy  by  any  means  gain 
80  much  the  advantage  of  the  North  as  to  enable  Maryland  to  secede 
or  to  be  able  to  declare  her  sentiments,  that  we,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
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iftlaiid  (St.  George's)  will  Ite  com7»elk'tl  to  leave  our  Lomcs  at  the 
shortest  poHRible  notice  aud  that  at  least  3(MJ  men  would  he  employed 
to  expel  us  if  necessary. 

RiOHABD  J.  Benedick. 

Z.  R.  Smith. 
Commodore  Ceaven. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  commandinfj  Potomac  Flotilla, 
of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  8.  nt^iniers  Penguin  and  Union. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Aquia,  Auffrnt  19,  1S61. 
SrB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Cotmiiiuiders  J,  |  W.]  Liv- 
itipston  and  J.  JR.]  Gohlsbontnffh,  with  their  commands,  the  steamer-s 
Peiu/uiii  and  Lnioii,  arrived  here  and  reported  to  me  for  duty  about 
half  ]>ast  1  o'clock  this  aftcruooii. 

Very  rospectliilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


\  Th 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Commander  Graven,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  forwarding  information  of  the  erection 
of  a  battery  at  Mathias  Point,  Va. 

Navy  Depaktment,  Augxut  19,  ISGl. 
Sm:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  referred  to  this  J)ei)artment. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

GtDBON  Welles. 
Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

[£acl(Niiire.] 

New  Yokk,  Augutt  12,  If^fJl. 

SiK;  TIic  rebels  are  at  work  now  planting  two  S-inch  Coluujbiads  on 
Matbias  Point.  At  present  only  the  two  guns  and  the  round  shot  are 
there.  The  carnages  are  now  abont  remly  to  be  conveyed.  They  are 
being  constructed  a  few  miles  back.  Sappers  luid  iiiiuers  are  throwing 
up  eai'thworks  to  enclose  about  1(H>  by  100  Ceet  round  the  guns  and  an 
outer  work  20  or  30  yards  distant.  No  soldiers  are  there  now,  but 
there  are  plenty  near  by.  Do  not  move  to  suppress  it  with  less  than 
r»,(KKt  men  that  can  be  depended  on.  No  water  attack  with  guns  would 
avail  after  it  is  planted,  but  it  could  now  be  taken  from  the  waterside. 
A  secret  night  expedition  might  easily  bring  away  the  two  guns  with 
a  small  force,  but  that  would  be  of  no  use,  as  they  have  plenty  more 
guns.  If  attacked  it  should  be  held,  aud  it  is  a  good  8{)ot  for  us  to 
have.  And  a  dock  should  be  built  there  for  open  communication. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

J.  B.  Benson. 

The  Pkesidhwt. 
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Jyffhr/rom  the  Sicreinn/  of  the  .Vary  to  CommaHder  CraveHj  IT.  R.  Xaty, 
ivtmmandiny  Potomac  Flotilla,  trantmittintj  information  reeeired  at  tJU 

tDtpartment. 
'SkW  Dkpartmknt,  Amgtut  19,  18^1. 
HiB:  Tlie  follriwing  copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this   I>epartin<ri]t  is 
^ven  for  your  iiifurinatioii, 
Verj'  re8j>e€tliill\ ,  etc,, 
Gn>Box  'Wbio.e&I 
Commander  T.  T.  Cba\'kn, 
L  C'tmrnandinif  Potomac  Flolilln. 

MOI 


[SDr.l<Mttr«.] 


WASHINGTOK,  AupUMl  J  J,  IMl. 

Rill:  I  thought  that  I  wouhl  just  drop  you  a  few  lines  fo  give  yoa 
•nine  sort  of  ii  notion  about  tht*  land  side  of  the  Potoniuc  from  Aquia 
Crei'k  up  hh  far  as  Mi'h.  Nelly  Moncure's  farm — about  8  mile^.  Aijuia 
Creek  or  Hay  is  about  2  niilcH  long  and  one  fourth  to  one-half  mile  wide. 
Our  boats  «-ould  not  get  up  there  unless  the  rebels  would  let  theui  go, 
and  they  wouhl  not  Jin*  a  gun  until  you  got  in  there,  and  then  yoa 
wiiiild  never  get  out  again.  Just  across  from  the  creek  lauding  on  that 
point  it  is  called  Smith's  I'otnt.  It  is  a  level  country  all  around  there 
for  about  2  miles,  and  1  have  no  doubt  but  they  have  a  heavy  battery 
on  that  jioint.  and  7  miles  up  this  way  also,  to  prevent  us  from  going 
up  and  ilown  tlie  river.  The  river  is  only  3i  miles  wide  all  along  theie. 
and  at  low  tide  a  man  can  wndeout  about  one-lialf  a  mile  all  along  that 
Hhore.  In  that  ra.se  they  could  land  H),(MH)  uien  over  on  the  Afaryland 
(tide  in  twenty  four  lunirs.  I.o(^k  nut  for  Smith's  Point.  And  8  miles 
this  side  of  tlie  creek,  there  is  a  creek — I  think  it  is  called  Quantico— 
where  them  is  a  snutll  bay  that  would  hold  KMJ  hshing  boats,  and  yon 
conlil  iiot  see  tliein  going  up  iind  down  the  river.  There  is  a  small 
ishind  called  Fox  Island  that  hides  tliat  little  (lucking  river.  We 
iniglit  make  a  li:ilt  ther4;  nbout  daybreak  some  rM()rniiig:  but  look  ontf<»r 
niasked  butteries.  There  is  a  large  brick  house  a  little,  below  it  as  yon 
go  <lown  the  liver.  It  is  between  two  high  hills.  Hut  the  mischief  is 
how  to  get  ashore  unless  you  have  small  boats.  The  channel  is  ou  the 
JVIaryhiiid  side-  of  the  river. 

Up  till!  A(|uia  (Ireek,  I  have  no  doubt,  at  the  place  called  the  Land- 
ing, there  aie  several  schooners  in  the  woful  and  rock  business.  With 
a  fair  wind  they  eimhl  soon  run  out  of  that  place. 

I.  o.  o. 


Lftler  from  the  Svcrfinrij  of  the  Xary  to  Commander  Graven,  U.S.  Xart/, 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  transmittiiuj  information  received  at  the 

Itepiirimrnt. 

Contidential.|  Navy  Dbpartsient,  August  19,  1861. 

8in:  Eiiidosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  referred  to  this  Department* 


also  of  tejegriim. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomav  Flotilla. 


Gideon  Wellks, 

I  Secretary  of  the  Xary.] 
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lEnclMDre. — Telegmro.] 


The  following  reports  come  to  as: 


New  Yoek,  Augmt  19,  1S61, 


The  rebels  art!  preparing  to  attack  General  Banka  with  50,000  iimn;  pari  nve  now 
at  I^eoaburg;  threatened  attack  on  Washinf^ton  only  a  blind.  At  Mnthiii.s  I'oint 
two  Columbiiulg,  8-ineh;  two  32-ponudert<,  rilled;  garriaon,  7U0  rillenieu  uud  two 
12-]>ouiider8 ;  5,(KX)  men  encauiped  5  milea;  r>,0(iO,  10  uiilcB  distant,  with  telc^rraiib 
lints  between.  Helow  the  ]ioint,  7  miles,  on  Maryland  side,  exteusiive  prcimratioua 
I'tir  form  idublo  battery;  l,0(Ht  men  at  work  to  plant  twenty  10-iuch  Colmubiads  to 
come  »t  niKlit  from  Xorlolk;  each  n""  on  llolilla  covered  wilh  railroad  iron.  A 
forte  will  move  from  Leeabiirg  Tuesday  night;  though  not  entirely  certain.  1  hope 
the  informntion  will  do  no  harm, 

Lieateuaiit-General  Scott. 


Order  from  the  Aixistani  Secretary  ofiheKary  to  the  Colonel  Commandant 
of  the  Marine  Corps,  regarding  men /or  npeeial  service. 

Navv  Department,  Avgunt  19,  lUtll. 
Sir:   Detail  200  marines  with  proper  ofHcers  in  niarciiiiig  order  and 
pliice  tbein  in  the  navy  yard  at  the  disposal  of  Captain  Diihlgreu  by  10 
o'clock  this  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  etc, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Colonel  John  Harris, 

Com  ma  tiding  U.  S.  Marine  Corps. 


Ordei-  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  commandant  nary  yard, 
Washington,  regarding  dclail  of  marirtes  for  duty  in  the  Potomac  Flo- 
tilla, and  enclosing  iiiKiructions  to  Captain  Craven,  U,  S.  Xai^y,  com- 

munding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Navy  Department,  Augmt  19, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps  hiw  been  directed 
to  place  2(10  nnirines  in  marching  order  at  your  disjio.'ial  by  10  o'clock 
this  evening.     You  will  send  this  force  to  Captain  Craven  as  early  as 
practicable,  witli  the  enclosed  order  to  be  delivered  to  that  ofticer. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G,  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Captain  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Washington. 

lEnclocure.] 

Navy  Department,  Avgust  19,  isffl. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  suggestion,  200  marines  are  hereby 
placed  at  your  (U.-^iyosal  for  the  examination  of  Port  Tobacco,  and  such 
other  places  as  in  your  Judgment  are  suspected  of  being  depots  of 
provisions  or  arms.  As  no  accurate  knowledge  exists  at  the  Depart- 
ment relative  to  any  force  which  may  oppose  you,  and  as  the  general 
coniiiianding  designs  sending  a  battaliou  into  the  Potomac  counties 
N  \v  B — VOL  4 40 
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of  MarylaiHl,  it  IB  desirable  that  yoti  Bliould  uot  go  beyond  the  reacTi 
of  the  support  of  your  accompanyinf;  vessels.    Cajiture  whatever  arms 
are  found,  mid  destroy  or  briuj;  off  such  provisions  or  other  contra- 
bands as  are  m'idently  intended  for  the  rebels  across  the  river. 
Get  a  report,  if  practicable,  from  Maryland  Point. 
The  Jacob  BrU  forms  part  of  your  Hotilla,  and  you  will  arrauge  the 
crew  and  engineers  on  similar  pay  as  the  Yanlcee  and  Freeborn.     The 
Undericriter  will  also  join  you  as  soon  as  armed. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assutant  Secret-ary. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Vommandinif  Potomar  Flotilla. 


[Te]i>gnm.] 

Kavy  Department,  August  19, 1861. 
Send  armed  lannches  and  men  to  Captain  Craven,  if  yon  have  them; 
also  one  midshipman,  if  any  came  up  tt-om  Haui])ton  Eoads. 

Gideon  Welle.s, 

Hecret^try  A'acy. 
Commander  Dahlgren, 

Aoi'y  lard,  Washington. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  Augutt  19, 1861. 
The  Baltiniore  has  arrived  with  four  launches  and  seven  cutters. 
Captain  Craven  sends  word  he  would  like  to  have  the  boats  to  morrow 
with  men,  etc. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
Navy  Department. 


IT,!legr»m.] 

Navy  Tarb  [Washington,  D.  C],  Avgmt  19, 1861. 
There  will  not  be  men  for  the  launches  unless  I  take  some  of  the 
crew  of  the  Pensacola.    If  this  be  done  the  launches  will  go  down 
tonight. 

J.  A.  Dahlgbsn. 
Navy  Department. 


[TelepnUD.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C], 

August  19, 1861— 11:30  p.  m. 

The  steamer  left  at  11  o'clock  with  the  marines  and  four  lannches 
armed  and  manned. 

J.  A.  Dahlobek. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  2^avy. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Wash- 
intjton,  reyarding  chartered  tugs. 

Navy  Depaetment,  Augmt  19,  1861. 
Sir:  The  steam  tugs  Tigress,  Hdiciii   Forrest,  and  E.  H.  Herbert, 
of  Baltimore,  have  been  chartered  and  will  be  delivered  to  you  at  the 
navy  yard  as  soon  a^  possible.    Tlie  first  two  leave  Raltiniore  at  day- 
light tomorrow  moruiiig.    The  Ilirbert  will  leave  on  the  2l8t  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  Dahlgken, 

Commandant  Xavy  Yard,  Washington, 


Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  if  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  Baltimore  with  eleeen  boats. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  August  ^V),  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  here  yesterday  afternoon  of  the 
steamboat  Baltimore  of  this  yard  with  eleven  boats.     Four  of  these 
were  sent  to  the  flotilla  before  midnight,  armed,  equijiped,  and  manned 
by  fifty  three  seamen,  undercharge  of  Mastcj'H  JIate  White. 

In  the  steamer  which  towed  them  down  the  river  was  a  detachment 
of  marines,  with  whom  I  sent  rations  for  ten  days,  but  did  not  commu- 
uieale  any  orders,  as  the  commanding  oiticer  did  not  report  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jko.  a.  Dahlgrkn, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  change  of  command  of 
Ice  Boat. 

COMMANDANT'.S   OFFICE,   NAVY   YARD, 

Washington,  A  ugust  20,  1861. 
Sir:  I  transfer  to  you,  by  order  of  the  Navy  Department,  four 
launches,  armed,  equipped,  and  manned  by  liftj'three  men. 

Lieutenant  [ThomasI  Pattison  will  report  for  command  of  the  Tee 
Boat,  by  order  of  the  Navy  Dejiartment,  in  place  of  Lieutenant  [F.  A.] 
Tarker,  who  is  to  return  to  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dauloren, 

Commandant. 
Captain  Thoma.s  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
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Order  from  commandant  mivi/  yttrd,  Wanhington,  to  TAeutenant  PattisonA 
U.  IS.  Xaei/,  to  asiitmc  eommand  of  the  Ice  Boat.  ' 

Command Ai^T's  Office,  Natt  Yard, 

Wanhington,  August  30,  1801, 
Sir:  Yon  will  take  charge  of  the  Bell  and  deliver  her  to  Cuptain 
Craven,  to  whom,  by  order  of  the  Navy  Departmeut,  you  will  report 
for  comiiuiiul  of  the  Ice  Boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant. 
Lieutenant  T.  Pattison. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  vrffiny 
the  necensity  of  fortify  huj  Molhiaa  Point. 

Navy  Depaht.ment,  Augiut  20,  1S61. 

Sir:  The  importance  of  keepinpf  open  the  naviKatiou  of  the  Potomac 
is  so  obviona  that  no  arjjumciit  is  necessary  ou  the  subject. 

So  far  as  is  possible  this  Departmeut  has  and  will  t'ontiuue  to  discharge 
its  duty  in  this  matter  by  an  armed  flotilhi;  but  there  are  one  or  two 
points-where  shore  batteries  can  be  made  to  intercept  communication,  and 
in  view  of  that  danjjcr  and  recent  investigations  1  would  most  urgently 
request  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  by  the  War  Department  to 
fortify  aud  intrench  Mathias  Point.  A  single  regiment  aided  by  two  of 
our  steamers  could  heretofore,  and  perhaps  may  still,  take  possession 
and  secure  it;  but  if  more  than  a  regiment  is  required  it  appears  to  me 
indisjiensablo  that  the  requisite  number  sliould  be  furnished. 

Attention,  on  separate  occasions,  has  been  calleil  to  the  particular 
necessity  of  holding  that  place  as  absolutely  essential  to  the  unob- 
structed navigation  of  the  Potomac.  The  Navy  will  at  any  moment 
contribute  its  eftbrts  toward  seizing  and  holding  that  place,  and  I 
apivrehend  there  should  not  be  any  delay.  Can  not  a  siifiicient  force  be 
sent  down  forthwith  to  seize  and,  in  connection  with  such  armed  ves- 
sels as  we  can  order  for  that  purpose,  hold  Mathias  Point  and  thus  keep^ 
open  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac? 

I  understand  that  troops  will  be  sent  to  the  lower  Maryland  counties 
to  keep  the  peace  and  prevent  batteries  from  being  erected  ou  the  left 
bank.  This  is  a  timely  and  wise  preca'ition,  but  it  is  equally  neces- 
sary that  we  should  take  possession  of  Mathias  Point.  Should  the 
insurgents  get  possession  of  that  point  it  will  require  a  very  large 
force  to  dispossess  them. 

tl  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Gideon  Wklleb 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 
8e<iretary  of  War. 
Tl 
but; 
L 


[Telegram.] 

Naty  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C], 

August  21,  1861—11  p.  m. 
The  Baltimore  and  marines  have  just  returned;  no  persons  arrested, 
but  some  papers  secured  at  Port  Tobacco. 

Jmo.  a.  Dahlgben. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Xavy. 
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OriJir  of  the.  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8,  Xary,  (-om- 
mandini)  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  temporary  transfer  of  U.  8.  8. 
Patcnee  to  the  command  of  Flag -Officer  Strini/ham,  U.  8.  Xavy. 

ConHdentiall  Navy  Dkpabtsient,  Augunt  21, 1861, 

Sir:  Very  important  operations  under  Commodore  Strinpbam  render 
it  desiraMe  tliat  the  Pawnee  «liouId  be  sent  to  Itim,  if,  iti  your  judfrment, 
sLe  f;iu  bo  siuircd  from  tlie  Potomac  for  ten  days.  Siicli  beiitju  the  case, 
yoii  may  send  lier  wiiliout  delay,  letting  her  comnuinifatc  with  the  ves- 
sels ott"  the  moiitli  of  the  Uappahauuock  River.  .Mr.  Cash,  who  seem.s 
to  have  missed  the  opportuuily  to  return  to  you,  rei)ort8  to  General 
Manstield  that  a  battery  has  been  erected  at  Smith's  Point,  in  Wary- 
land,  opposite  Aquia  Creek.  The  general  does  not  credit  the  state- 
ment. There  is  an  otlieer  named  William  F,  Dement,  of  the  rebel  Ai"my, 
recruiting  in  Charles  County,  Md. 
Very  respectful  ly,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Ceavekt, 

Commanding  Potomac  FlotiUa, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Budd,  U.  8.  y^ary,  commanding  f.  8.  8.  Resolute, 
of  information  received  from  a  captured  negro. 

TJ.  8.  8.  Resolute,  August  22  \18G1\. 

Siu :  I  captured  last  night  off  Evansport  a  negro  man  attempting  to 
cross  the  river  to  Virginia. 

lie  states  that  lie  was  sent  by  Messrs.  Posey  and  Renner,  in  Mary- 
land, to  assist  lu  the  eonstjuetion  of  a  battery  between  Possum  Nose 
and  Coekpit  Point  and  also  to  iiilorni  Mr.  Evans  that  ai)arty  of  six  or 
eight  intended  to  cross  on  the  first  opportunity.  lie  states  that  there 
is  almost  daily  eonimanicatiou  between  Evans's  and  Budd's  houses  and 
men  are  taken  across. 

A  person  named  Kenner,  living  near  Budd's,  has  a  schooner  railed  the 
Conntilution  engaged  in  the  wood  trade,  wliich,  ou  hei  retain  trip,  gen- 
erally brings  amnniuition,  etc.,  in  small,  detaiehed  parcels  stowed  under 
the  cabin  tloor.  She  is  now  up  and  ex])octed  down  in  a  day  or  two. 
The  negro's  conduct,  the  circumstance  of  his  capture,  etc.,  are  calcu- 
lated to  excite  suspicion,  lie  says  he  belongs  to  a  Mr.  Grittin,  in  Vir- 
ginia; was  sent  across  three  weeks  ago  for  safekeeping. 

I  am  of  the  oi)iniou  that  be  is  a  spy  or  trap  of  some  kind. 
Respectfully, 

William  Budd. 

Captain  Craven. 


Order  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  commandant  navy  yard, 
Washington,  to  transmit  t4!lcgram. 

Navy  Department,  AuguM  23, 1861. 
Sm:  You  are  desired  to  forward  the  accom[)anyiiig  telegraphic  dia- 
imt^h  to  Captain  Craven  when  an  opportunity  occurs. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Pox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Captain  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Washington. 


ITOGK. 


[EaeliMure.— Telcemn.] 

Alexandria,  August  22,  im. 
Tlie  schooner  Fre^  Wind,  just  arrived  from  New  York,  was  fin>ii  it 
yesterday  [by)  musketry  as  she  passed  Chopawamsio.  12  miles  alum 
Acjuia  Creek.  Tliey  are  iireparing  to  build  a  battery  at  that  point  vii 
I  understaud  the  ('oHfe<lerate  flag  is  flying  there.  AJl  sea  vesseJs  inn<J 
pass  within  1  mile  of  the  same.    Dumfries  is  distant  aboat  5  mile>. 

Lewis  McKknzif. 
Secbetabt  op  Navy. 


Letter  from  Levin  MeKensie,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ifary,  girinf 
additional  information  regarding  schooner  Free  Wind,  of  Netc  Yot\. 

ALEXAlfDRiA,  Va.,  August  22,  ISdl 
Dear  Sir:  I  telegnvplied  you  to  day  that  the  schooner  Free  TTjiirf, 
from  New  York,  was  fired  upon  yesterday  from  Chopawamsic,  10  or  \'i 
mik's  above  Aqnia  Oeek,  and  that  they  were  probably  erecting  a  bat 
tery  at  that  point.    On  further  enquiry  of  tlie  master  of  the  schooner 
1  learn  there  were  nine  shots  at  him  from  muskets,  fired  from  a  plafe 
call('<l  the  Diprct,  owned  and  occupied  by  E.  B,  Ilooe,  opposite  Sandy 
Point.     It  is,  liowever,  only  a  short  distance  from  Chopawamsic.    I 
I        deem  it  of  importance  you  should  know  the  precise  |>oint,  i>rovided  yon 
desire  to  communicate  with  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Letvis  McKenzte. 
L         Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
^^U  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Letter  from  the  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  to  Captain  Craves, 
r.  S.  Xtiry,  comtnandiug  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  transfer  to  hit 
command  of  U.  8,  S.  Underwriter. 

Commandant'.^  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

WdHhington,  August  22,  ISCl. 
Sir:  I  transfer  to  your  command  the  U.  S.  S.  Underirriter,  Lieuten- 
ant Prichett,  wlio  is  temporarily  in  command  of  her,  and  lias  been 
directed  to  return  to  this  yanl.  Two  armed  cutters  accompany  the 
steamer.  I  also  transmit  herewith  two  dispatches  from  the  Navy 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlohen, 

Commandant. 
Captain  T.  T.  Cba\-en, 

Commanding  Potonuus  Flotillu,  off  Aquia  Creek. 


fer  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ifary  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Netry, 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  to  seize  Henry  Pyc  and  /«t»  boat. 


Contidential. 


Navy  Department,  August  32,  1861. 
Sib  :  Henry  Pye,  who  was  captain  of  the  light-boat  near  Cedar  Point, 
a  the  Potomac,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  rebels,  has  in  his  posses- 


sion  the  yawl  which  belonged  to  that  boat,  formerly  painted  yellow,  but 
now  black,  with  wliii-h  lie  transports  mails,  etc.,  across  the  river.    You 
will  be  pleased  to  look  alter  him  and  seize  him  aiul  bis  boat  if  you  can. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretari/  of  the  Navy, 
Commander  T.  T.  Ceavkn, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Waahington,  1>.  C. 


Report  of  Lieuicnant  McCrea,  U.  S.  Xari/,  of  ha  ring  intHumed  command  of 
i  '  the  U.  S.  S.  Jacob  Bell. 

I  U.  S.  B.  Bell, 

f  Off  Aquia  Creel;  August  JL'2,  1801. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  assnmed  command 
of  the  Jacob  Bell,  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  of  this  date,  and  I  respectfully  retjuest 
that  my  appointment  to  the  commaud  of  this  vessel  may  b©  approved 
by  the  Navy  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obcsdient  servant-, 

LE.  P.  McCbea, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  \Va«hingtan,  D,  C, 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  U,  S.  Navy,  com- 
mandint/  Potomac  Flotilla,  to  seize  mail  matter  at  Nanjemoy  post-office, 
Md. 

Navy  Department,  August  23, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  Department  has  reason  to  believe  that  Nan  jemoy  i)08t-offlce, 
in  Charles  County,  Md.,  is  a  medium  of  communication  with  the  Vir- 
ginia rebels,  and  that  letters  addressed  to  William  S.  Brown  au<l  (leorge 
W.  Carpenter  are  especially  intended  to  cover  communications  to  par- 
ties in  Virginia.  You  will  be  jileased  to  have  a  watch  kept  in  thiit 
quarter,  and  at  a  snitable  time  seize  the  cotitentsof  said  uihcc  and  send 
them  to  the  Dead-Letter  Otlice  in  Washington. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles. 
Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


[Talegnun.] 

Navy  Department,  Augutt  23,1861. 
Place  the  Tigress  and  Forrest  at  the  disposal  of  Ca])taiu  Craven  armed 
with  one  howitzer,  if  you  have  the  men. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  WathingUm. 
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[Tclngrani.J 

Navy  Yahd  [Washington,  D.  C],  August  33,  1S61. 
I  will  arm  tlie  Tujre»it  and  Forrrst  as  directed,  but  have  no  men.    Cap- 
tain Craven  lias  sent  buck  to  me  the  last  two  armed  cutters  (or  the  want 
oi°  men,  wbicli  I  bad  not. 

J.  A.  Dahlgkkn. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Xavy. 


Entjiiflcment  of  U.  S.  steamerg  Jacob  Bell  and  Tee  Boat  {Release)  tcith 
Con/etlerate  batteries  at  inouth  of  Potomac  Creek,  August  33,  ISfJl. 

Baport  of  lientenant  HoCreft,  V.  8.  Vavy,  oonmuuiding  IT.  8.  8.  Jacob  BoU. 

U.  S.  S.  Jacob  Bell, 
O^f  Afjuia  Creek,  August  34,  IStil. 
Btr:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
Havinfj  heard  that  there  was  an  encampment  of  tbe  enemy  conspicn- 
oua  on  PotomacCreek,  I  oftered  to  go  in  and  examine  closely  the  possible 
strength,  by  permission  of  Commander  Dove,  to  report  to  Commander 
Goldsboronfjli,  of  the  ['nioti.  I  got  underway  witli  the  Resolute  and 
Reliance  and  i)rocecded  oH"  tbe  creek.  After  communicating  with  Com- 
mander Goldsborongb  I  stood  in  with  the  Resolute,  but  she  drawing  too 
much  water  I  stood  in  alone.  Getting  close  to  tbe  encampment,  in  9 
feet  water,  I  threw  two  shells  over  their  tents,  which  caused  tbein  to 
rally  around  tliecolitrs.  At  that  moment  a  battery  on  their  left  and  on 
the  beach  opened  upon  inc.  I  threw  several  shells  at  it,  when  it  ceased 
firing  and  two  batteries  of  ritled  guns  oi)ened  from  the  iK)int  of  the 
creek.  They  tired  rapidly  and  all  the  shots  and  shells  came  close,  and 
several  passed  over,  but  none  struck  the  vessel.  Finding  my  gnus 
would  not  reach,  1  came  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  when 
they  tlien  engaged  the  Ice  Bout,  which  had  just  arrived  in  position  for 
her  rilled  gun.  No  damage  sustained  by  her.  At  tii'M  1  returned  to 
my  anchorage  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  P.  McCrea, 

Lieute7iant,  Commanding. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotithi. 


B«port  of  Lisntenant  Pattiwm,  17.  8.  Havy,  oommanding  ateamar  lee  Boat. 

U.  S.  S.  Ice  Boat, 
Off  Potomac  Creek,  August  33,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  got 
underway  at  half  past 4  p.m.  and  stood  over  to  the  Virginia  shore  and 
engaged  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries  of  ritled  guns,  placed  on  opposite 
Bides  of  the  Potomac  Creek.  One  battery  consisted  of  four  heavy 
guns,  the  other  of  two  long-ranged  rifled  guns.  At  4:45  I  opeoeil 
ui>on  tbe  enemy  with  my  heavy  rifled  gun,  and  soon  after  brought 
wy  If  iuch  Dahlgreu  gun  to  bear  upon  the  batteries.    At  half  past 
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5  tbe  battery  ou  the  south  side  of  the  creek  ceuswl  firiiifj,  voase- 
quently  1  devoted  my  attention  to  the  ritiedf^nn  battery  ou  the  north 
8ide  of  the  creek,  which  was  playitij;  npou  me  with  vijjor.  Two  shells 
jmssc'd  over  my  lmrri("iine  deck  and  sis  or  ei^;ht  burst  under  tlie  bows, 
doing  Tio  injury  to  the  vessel  or  crew.  At  l5  p.  m.  1  witliihew  from  the 
batteries,  in  obedience  to  a  signal  from  my  eonunandiiig  officer. 

Ciijitain  Myyatt,  of  tlie  Kflittiitr,  came  on  board  just  as  I  was  getting 
underway,  and  was  of  the  greatest  service  to  nie.  Being  thoroughly 
acijuainted  with  the  river,  he  pihited  me  into  safe  water,  and  then  at  luy 
rcfjuest  took  command  of  our  eni)rmou8  rided  gun  and  fought  it  during 
tlie  action  with  skill  and. judgment  that  entitles  liim  to  at!  praise. 
The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  meet  my  warmest  approbation, 
Kespectfully,  your  obedicut  servant, 

T.  Pattison, 
lieutenant,  Gommandbuj  Ice  Boat, 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  off  Aquin  Creek. 


B«port  of  Acting  lientanant  Xygatt,  TT.  B.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Pengi'IN,  August  34,  1861. 
Sir;  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  submit  the  following  statemeut: 
When  down  the  river  yesterday  an  encampment  was  seen  on  the 
blulf  to  tbe  aoiilhward  of  rotoinuc  Creek.  Commander  Dove  was 
informed  (d'  tbe  matter  and  he  gave  the  commanding  otlieers  of  the 
Jacob  Bell  and  h'cHoliitc  and  myself  )>erniission  to  go  iu  and  see  what 
tliey  were  doing.  The  Jacob  Hell  and  liesohiic  went  close  in  and  lired 
a  shot,  when  they  immediately  Hred  from  three  ditl'erent  points.  I 
went  in  on  the  Ice  Boat,  Lieutenant  Commanding  I'attison.  Several 
shots  were  lired  from  her  rifled  gun,  but  the  etlect  could  not  be  seen. 
The  encampment  is  a  very  large  one. 

1  think  that  I  discovereil  another  large  encampment  ou  the  bills 
nearly  opposite  Sandy  Point,  but  could  not  see  distinctly  as  the  light 
was  too  glaring. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  K.  Mygatt, 

Acting  Lieutenant. 
Commander  ,1.  W.  Livingston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin,  Potomac  River. 


Report  of  Colonel  Caiy,  C.  8.  Anny,  oommanding  Thirtietli  Virg:inia  Infantry, 

Headqi'abters  Maulhoeoi'ou  Voivr,  Augunt  33,  ISfil. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  tt)  report  that  tliis  afternoon  at  about 
4: 3(1  o'clock  the  enemy's  steamer  Yankee  \Jacol)  HeU\  and  a  tug  were 
seen  standing  in  the  mouth  of  Potomac  Creek.  I  ordered  down  on  to 
the  point  the  siege  rilled  gun  (Betty  Holmes)  and  a  section  (ride)  of 
Walker's  battery. 

The  enemy  tired  the  first  shot,  not  aimed  at  this  point,  however. 
Smith's  battery  replied.  As  soon  as  our  Ueldpieces  opened,  the  U.  S.  S. 
Release  [Ire  Boat\  stood  in  and  engaged  us. 

Theoliicers  iu  charge  of  the  pieces  and  the  men  behaved  with  proi)er 
coolness  and  deliberation.  They  were  Lieutenauta  Uugerty,  Pegraui, 
and  Uabney. 
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The  enemy's  fire  was  very  a<rcnrate,  freciuently  barsting  his  shell 
close  proximity  to  our  pieces.     It  is  believed  tliat  both  the  I'anket  a| 
the  Rekase  were  hit,  the  former  more  thau  once.    No  oue  was  hart 
our  side. 

The  nctiou  lasted  about  forty  minutes,  during  which  we  fired  son 
twenty-five  shot  and  slicll,  the  enemy  as  many  more.     Captain  R. 
Walker  was  present,  in  iinniediate  command  of  all  the  pieces. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  M.  Caby, 
Thirtieth  Virginiu  In/antry,  Commanding. 
D.  H.  Macky, 

Astt,  Adjt,  Oen.,  Department  of  Frederieksburg,  Brooke^s. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Motes,  commanding  Third  Regiment,  Ere 
sior  Brigade,  of  active  aid  furnished  to  the  Confederates. 

Camp  Caldwell, 
Washington,  I),  C,  August  19,  1S61. 
Major:  I  have  to  report  on  the  authority  of  two  negroes  who  jjr 
sented  (lieinsclves  in  camp  last  night,  tliat  about  20  or  25  miles  belo| 
camp,  ;it  tlje  crossing  of  tliti   Potomac  where  there  is  a  Schoolhoue 
armed  nieu  nvn  said  to  have  taken  possession  and  parties  are  crossing 
the  river  fnmi  the  Virginia  side.    Also  that  there  are  a  number  of  arms 
in  the  vicinity  and  u  general  appearance  of  complicity  aud  active 
being  afforded  to  the  rebels. 
Veiy  respectfully, 

I.  MOSBS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Third  Regiment,  Excelsior  Briyade. 

Major  8.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  V,  S.  Army. 

[  FlTBt  fsudoriHMueut.J 

Heauqi'AKTERM,  Etc.,  August  SI,  1861. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  [Andrew]  Porter,  provoa 
marshal. 
By  order  S.  Williams,  assistant  adjutant- general. 

[Secuutl  enttorMMuezit.] 

Headqxjarteeh  City  Gfaed,  August  31,  1861. 
Reapectfnlly  forwarded  to  division  headquarter.^  for  the  orders  oft 
flivision  commander,  as  the  jmint  from  which  the  iuformatiou  comes 
not  within  my  command. 

A.  POHTKU, 
Brigadier-Qeneral,  Provost-Marshal. 

(Third  ^ndorsetueDt.} 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  August  24,  1861. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wit 

the  recoiiniiendatiou  that  aii  exauiiuation  of  the  point  indicated  may  l 

made  by  a  boat  (larty. 

Camp  Caldwell  is  just  beyoud  the  navy-yard  bridge. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major -Genera  I,  U.  S.  Army. 
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[Telognun.) 

Navv  Depabtmknt,  Auffimt  24, 1861. 
Prevent  any  rowboats  passing  your  vessel  up  or  down  tlu'  river  witb- 
mit  a  pass.     Row  guard  at  niglit  to  stop  any  corniuunicatioti  of  tliis 
kind  with  either  sliore.     Answer  by  telegraph. 

(liiJEON  Wkllks. 
Lienteuant  F.  S.  IIaggekty, 

Commanding  Brig  Perry,  Alexandria. 


Inaiructions  from  the  AnniKtant  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Graven^ 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  in  view  of  cncloHed  infor- 
mation of  the  shipment  of  arms  and  supplies. 

Xavy  Department,  Augunl  31,  1861, 
Sir:  The  information   contained  in   the  enclosed  paper  has  been 
received  from  the  lientenant-peneral  commanding  in  fliii-f,  and  it  is 
regarded  as  of  so  mucli  importance  as  to  require  your  partii'iihir  atten- 
tion. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  call  upon  Colonel  Harris,  Oomniandant 
of  the  Marine  Corps,  for  a  force  of  marines,  not  exceeding  2(Ht  in  num- 
ber, to  assist  in  your  exatniuatious. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 
.•I  Msista  n  t  Secretary. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Comman^ng  Flotilla  of  the  Potomac, 

[EncloBure.) 

Two  thonsaiid  flvo  hundred  men  in  rear  of  Mathias  Point,  2  miles. 
Randolph  Walton  at  Leonardtown  and  Tom  Maddox  at  St.  Inigoes, 
regular  messengers.  Two  pieces  heavy  ordnance  in  back  i-elhir  of  court- 
house at  Leonardtown. 

Twenty-three  cases  of  Miiiii«  muskets  at  Spencer's  Wharf,  Patuxent 
River. 

Pope's  Creek  and  Port  Tobacco,  principal  depots. 

No  batteries  on  Maryland  sliore. 

No  batteries  on  Mathias  I'oint;  some  clearing  of  underbrush, 

Joe  Maddox,  brother  of  Tom,  is  engage<l  in  furnishing  supplies  to  go 
into  Virginia. 

Eight  oyster  pungies  went  into  Machodoc  Creek,  near  Ragged  Point, 
last  Sunday. 

Stati»»u8  for  troops:  Pope's  Creek  and  Port  Tobacco. 


[Talacram.] 

Alexandria,  August  25,  1.961. 
Yesterday  I  intercepted  a  mail  on  its  ront*  outward.     It  was  carried 
by  women  and  one  man.   They  obtained  passes  by  lalse  representations. 
\Vhat  shall  be  done  with  the  women  ?   There  was  nothing  of  importance 
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in  the  letters.  Tlie  commander  of  the  Perry  yesterday,  under  orders 
from  Navy  Department,  stoii])ed  the  Maryland  ferryboat.  These  people 
ill  Alexandria  depend  for  their  niarketiug  on  that  boat  and  I  think  it 
onfjlit  to  be  permitted  to  run.  J  presume  the  cai)taiu  misuuderst<K)d  his 
orders,  us  rowboats  give  the  trouble. 

W.  B.  Franklin, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Williams. 


Rejiort  of  commandant  navy  yard,  WanMngton,  of  the  seizure  of  twenty- 

eight  hoaU. 

Commandant's  Offipe,  Navv  Yard, 

Washington,  August  25,  lS6i. 
Sir:  The  four  steamers  sent  last  eveniun  in  command  of  Captain 
"Waiiiwright  to  secnre  all  boats  along  the  shore  by  verbal  direction  of 
the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  returned  last  night  at  3  o'clock, 
having  tiilcen  twenty-eight  boats,  most  of  them  small.  They  are  now 
in  the  yard  awaiting  the  disposition  of  the  Department. 

Learning  this  morning  that  there  might  be  a  number  remaining  in 
the  Tiber,  which  were  not  visible  in  the  night,  1  dispatched  an  otHcer 
with  a  small  steamer  to  eoni])Iete  the  order. 

1  telegnijilied  this  morning  to  ask  the  j>Ie4isure  of  the  Department  in 
case  a  rojuest  was  made  by  Mr.  Knssell,  of  the  London  Times,  to  pass 
down  the  river  in  one  of  our  boats,  which  he  has  In  view,  I  believe. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahloken, 

(Jommandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellf,8, 

Secretary  of  the  yavy. 


[Telegnuu.] 


Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  August  35, 1861. 
The  small  steamer  sent  this  morning  to  complete  the  seizure  of  boats, 
according  to  order  nf  hist  evening,  has  returned  with  seventy-five 
boats,  taken  in  the  eanal  and  near  Long  Bridge,  which  were  all  to  be 
seen,  excejtt  two  that  escaped. 

J.  A,  Daulgeen. 
Navy  Dkpartmeht. 


[Telesnun.] 


Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  0.],  August  2i>,  ISGi, 
Tlie  tugs  Tigress  and  J^or»-M<  went  to  the  flotilla  today,  each  having  a 
rifled  howitzer. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
Navy  Department. 
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Report  of  Commander  Livingnton,  U.  8.  Xarn,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pen- 
t/uin,  relative  to  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Pembroke  in  the  Potomac 
'Flotilla. 

U.  S.  8.  Pknouin, 
Potomac  River,  August  27,  1861. 
Sir  :  On  the  26tli  tlie  gnnboat  Pembroke,  fitted  out  by  the  State  of 
Maasachust'tts,  ftnivirifr  here  with  orders  to  report  to  you,  I   liave 
detuiiied  her  until  your  arrival. 

Some  of  tlie  officers  here  represent  their  commands  iu  bad  condition. 
I  will  send  to  you  their  reports  as  soou  as  received. 

Captain  IJudd,  of  the  Remlute,  yesterday  unfortunately  was  disabled 
by  wounding  his  foot,  which  will  lay  him  up  for  some  time. 
Eesi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Livingston, 

Commanding  Penguin. 
Captain  Cbavbn, 

Commanding  Flotilla. 

V,  S, — Your  jjresence  is  now  needed  here. 


Report  of  Cotnmander  Craven,  U.  8,  N^avy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
tranmnittiiig  report  of  Commander  Livingxton.  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
U,  8.  8.  Penguin,  regarding  capture  of  A.  B,  Carhart. 

U.  8.  8.  Yankee, 

Aitgmt  27,  18G1. 
Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  couinmnication  from 
Conuuauder  J.  i  W.|  Livingston. 

Tlie  person,  A.  B.  Carhart,  I  liave  turned  over  to  the  charge  of  Cap- 
tain J.  A.  Dahlgren  to  await  further  orders  from  you.    Ho  appears  to 
be  quite  intelligent  ami  pretty  well  posted  as  to  the  doings  of  the  rebels. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TiioH.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washirtglon. 

[KsoUware,] 

U.   8.   S.    PENOmN, 

Potomac  River,  August  2ii,  1861. 
Sir:  This  person,  jrarporting  to  be  A.  B.  Carhart,  from  "Westmore- 
land County,  Va,,  reports  that  he  escaped  yesterday  to  schooner  Pilot 
to  avoid  being  pressed  into  the  Southern  Army,  which  he  looked  ui)on 
as  certain  did  he  remain  during  the  present  week;  thence  trau8ferre<l 
to  Bihooner  Lloyd  Milton,  from  which  he  was  taken  by  boarding  oflicer 
of  the  Penguin  to  this  vessel. 

He  reports  residence  in  Virginia  the  past  four  years,  where  he  now 
leaves  a  brother  and  family;  former  residence,  Cecil  County,  Md.,  to 
which  he  proposes  to  return.  And  now,  judging  it  expedient,  fl]  for- 
war<l  him  to  you  for  further  investigation  before  being  permittea  to  go 
at  large. 

Resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  \V.  Livingston, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Penguin, 
Captaiu  T.  T.  Craven,  or 
Commanding  Officer,  Navy  Yard,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Dove,  U,  8.  Ifavy,  commanrHnp  U.  8,  8.  Tocahon- 
ta»,  of  ovcurrencex  during  ahuence  of  (Jomr.iandcr  Craven,  U.  S.  Xavy, 
commandinf)  Fotomac  Flotilla. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  August  27, 1861. 
8lH:  Nothing  very  ])articnlar  baa  occurred  daring  your  absence. 
The  Jacob  Bell  and  Relenmt  [Ice  Boat]  made  a  reconuoiasance  of  Poto- 
mac Creek  and  its  viciuity  last  Friday  [Thursday].    A  few  shots  were 
excliauped  without  damage  to  either  side.    The  encampineut  near  was 
fouud  uuicli  increased,  indicating  large  reeriforcements. 

The  wreck  of  the  8looi»  wluch  you  suuk  has  been  drifting  about  the 
river  antl  I  have  luade  several  attempts  to  get  her  on  shore  without 
sucees.s. 

While  two  of  the  launches  wore  employed  about  here  yesterday 
afternoon  they  <lrifted  toward  Aquia  Creek  and  tlie  upper  battery  tired 
a  blank  charge,  I  suppose  by  way  of  warning,  and  I  made  the  signal  of 
recall. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ben  J.  M.  Dove, 

Commander. 
[Captain  T.  T.  Cravi-N, 

Vommandiiiij  Potomac  Flotilla.] 


(Tflpgroni,] 


Navy  Yakd  [Washington,  D.  C], 

Atti/mtS7,  1861— 1:45  p.  m. 

Captain  Craven  wi.^jhes  to  have  forty  men  from  this  yard  for  the 
Potomac  Flotilla, 

J.  A.  Uahlgren, 

Commanding. 
Navy  Department. 


[Telsgram.] 

[August  27, 1861.] 
Turnish  the  Flotilla  with  all  the  men  they  requiie. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Asuistant  Secretary. 
John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Xavif  Yard,  Wa«lti}igton,  D.  0, 


[Telejp'am.] 

Navy  Department,  Augmt  28, 1861. 
Your  vessel  will  be  re<jutred  to  go  to  sea  shortly.    Call  upon  Captain 
Dahlgren  to  have  her  in  all  respect*  ready  without  leaving  Alexandria 
if  imasible. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  F.  S.  Haooerty, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Perry,  Alexandria. 
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Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Nav;/,  commanding  Poiomae  Flotilla, 
trannmittiiuj  report  of  Lieutenant  Prichett,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding 
U.  »S.  8.  Underwriter,  regarding  the  condition  of  that  ve^nel. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  Augmt  S8,  ISGl. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  Lave  the  honor  to  enclose  a.  report  from  Lieuteiiaut 
Prifbett,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  steamer  IndcrtcrittT.  I  have 
ordered  Lieiiteiiant  Prichett  to  ]>roceed  iinniediiitely  to  the  navy  yard 
for  the  purpose  of  luivinp  the  Undenrritrr  put  in  proper  serviceable 
order.     Her  docks  particularly  rerjuire  8treN<i;tlieuing. 

There  is  great  want  of  efflcient  otTicers  in  all  of  the  vessels  recently 
sent  to  join  tlie  flotilla,  and  for  the  proper  discipline  of  their  crews  I 
most  earnestly  request  that  at  least  six  or  eight  competent  drill  oflicers 
may  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tuos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
IIoTi.  fiTBEDN  Welles, 

Secrefari/  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[EnrlftADre.] 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter,  August  37,  1861, 

Sir:  I  am  compelled  t«  report  to  you  the  condition  of  this  vessel,  as 
I  consider  her  unfit  for  service. 

The  armament  of  the  vessel  consists  of  one  Sineh  shell  gun,  of  63 
hundredweight,  and  one  G  inch  rided  gun,  of  about  the  same  weight, 
and  there  are  only  twenty-one  men  to  work  these  guns  and  pass  powder 
and  shells. 

The  cooking  arraugements  are  very  incomi)lete,  there  being  but  a 
Buialt  stove  for  this  purpose,  thus  making  it  necessary  to  cook  the 
rations  in  small  portions. 

Neither  officers  nor  men  have  sufticient  (juart^rs;  the  latter  are  com- 
pelled to  sleep  about  the  deck,  and  even  then  it  is  difficult  to  find  suffi- 
cient room  to  protect  them  from  the  weather. 

The  ajiartmentin  which  the  ammunition  is  stowed  is  very  incomplete, 
as  the  projectiles  and  powder  are  stowed  together. 

There  are  neither  day  nor  night  signals  on  board.  But  one  small  boat 
belongs  to  the  vessel,  and  there  are  no  boat  davits. 

No  small  arms  of  any  descriiitiou  whatever  or  spyglass  have  been 
allotted  to  the  vessel. 

The  boiler  is  leaking  so  much  that  it  is  necessary  to  get  underway 
every  eight  or  ten  hoars  to  puni])  it  np.    The  vessid  itself  is  le4ikiug  so 
much  that  it  requires  from  three  to  four  hours  pumping  to  keep  her  clear. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  M.  Prichett, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

J.  W.  Livingston, 

Commanding  V.  8.  8.  Penguin,  and  8enior  Officer,  Potomac  Flotilla, 


Report  of  Commander  Graven,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
of  the  overhauling,  by  U.  8.  8.  Yankee,  of  schooner  Remittance,  of 
Baltimore. 

U.  S.  8.  Yankee, 
Off  Aquia,  August  30,  1S61. 
Sir:  On  the  28th  instant,  off  Lower  Cedar  Point,  we  overhauled  tl 
schooner  Remittance,  of  Baltimore,  from  Port  Tobacco,  bound  to  Ball 


i;40    onawnont  cm  the  rotoiue  ms» 

'' 'I  fttid  oimed  bjroas  Ji 
iHcl,  wltieb  is  ladm  vitk 
iiiM!  o(  wbom,  vis, 
A.  Ysit^*!!,  Haj-  tbejr 
lnMiiinHl  »i  lt»it  Ti»l>iM/o,  arc  owi»er»of  p«rt  •€■ 

I  I,  In  koI(ij(  t'  tiie 

III  iliii  M  liifiiiKT  on  )ipr  laMt  trip  from  Baltoborc 
If  link,  wlili'li  In  II  liirKO  onf,  wiis  tborougWy 
finii'iTN  tit  ItiiltliiKirn  and  ''iianMed"  by  tbem;  tbat  it 

t "    •    '•   liiiM  ill  It  at  the  prenent  moment,  v^  ' 

I  I  iilil  iind  dirty  (lot liing  iind  ooaldread^y 

It  \>i^  !■ ii  liiiiidliv    OuL*  of  tlie  crew  of  tbis  KkoeocK 

(i  oloiKil),  mIio  Iiiiii  Ndllcd  in  biT  for  neveral  years, •tatea 
t  '      trunk  wmh  not  (^xiiniiiK-<l  at  Baltimore,  and 

ily  pii('k<-d  with  noini!  h«-iivy  articles  which  Iw 
|(i>t;ii  i<iiitriil>iiiid  iind  tiiiit  tlicy  liavi*  Im  eyed  ov 

III  llix  Icn  (Mind  end  of  tin-  tnink  ai<  esof  there 

fiilMit  lining,  wlilrli  wiiN  Hlui'k  to  the  true  Uniug  by  vafcrs. 
upHi'i*  liKini'in  till'  two  wiiinv  k-ttcrM,  etc,  could  bave  been 
Am  IIiI"  poiMon.iloliii  r,  KicJiiirdH,  could  not  give  a 
iif  IiImiiii'II',  iind  IiIm  wlioloinantii^rnnd  apjiearaureare 
llMiiiKld.  pro|ii'i  to  NKiid  liiin  tr>  WiiHliingtou  for  farther 

Tim  inun,  Wlllliun  iVmry,  ntatoH  that  t lie  master,  James  B. 
nnitfliM,  In  II  rank  Ncii-NMloiiiHt;  that  his  veRSi-I  has  been  oaed  fercany- 
\uu  Konlniliiind  uoudN  fioin  Halt iinore,  and  that  bis  boats  harv  biai 
liKiiiii'iiliy  nnod  lor  convoying  koo*!**) in**") ''"''^^-S ^i^t^  <>tber  contrabaai 
MitlKli'H  HiToNN  tlii«  river  to  Virginia,  and  that  Thomas  F.  BorztM^ii 
iimllMir  of  i\its  inuNtiw'  and  iniit«  of  th<^  vessel,  has  been  in  the  habit  if 
uiiliiK  over,  and  that  ho,  NViltiani  Posey,  has  been  made  to  Lelp  pall  tbt 
iMittl  no  tliinii  "imoiirHlonN,''  and  iii«  Htates  further  that  the  Hemittmun. 
hMIi  IIik  Niinm  nniNlci',  mute,  tind  civw  who  are  now  on  board  of  bcr, 
HiiN  oMi'  of  th«  vi'nni'Ih  wliii'li  went  alon^Hide  the  light -boot  olT  Cedsr 
I'oint  and  m<{  (lie  lo  Iht  in  Manh  or  Ajiril  last.  Edwartl  Ellis,  vIm 
wiiN  onn  of  thn  huhf  ImuiI  k)'c|iei'H  and  now  a  resident  of  Allen's  Fredi. 
CliiiiloN  t'oiinly,  Md.,  inuy  luMiUb^tn  Identify  these  brothers.  BarrongUs, 
AM  tt  |iiirt  of  till'  parly  ron<  cnuMl  in  tlm  di-struction  of  the  ligbtbi>at. 

I  HKiid,  iindiT  rhtiiKi-  of  IJiMiti'iiiiitt.  Mysatt,  James  II.  M.  and  Thomas 
V.  lIuMoujjIiN  and  ilolin  1'.  HitluirdH,  witli  the  witness,  William  Piisey, 
(«i  Mm  navy  yard  iil  \ViiHliinj{t^»ii,  witli  ordi-rs  to  deliver  them  in  charge 
of  ('oininantier  DalilKien,  tliuru  to  await  further  instractious  from  the 
|)iiiiiii'tinent. 

Till'  Ifinitlltnirr  In  now  at  anchor  at  I'incy  Point  under  the  safe-keep- 
liiK  of  ArtliiK  MiimIit'k  MiiIch  |. James  L.|  Gray  and  |A,  J.|  Frank,  whom 
I  Tiavii  oideieil  lo  dctiiin  her  until  next  Wednesday,  when,  if  they 
mIioiiIiI  rerelvti  no  further  ordtr  from  yourself,  to  allow  her  to  sail  f«^ 
lialtlniine. 

Very  n-MpeittfulIy,  nt<!., 

Thos.  T.  Cuaven, 
Commintdiny  Potomac  flotilht 

lion.  (limcoN  Wki.i.ks, 

HtHrilary  of  thv  N(ify,Wu«hin</ton, 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Captain  Graven,  Z\  N.  Navy,  com- 
mandiwj  Potomac  Flotilla,  regnrdinff  diapogition  of  achooner  liemit- 

tance. 

Navy  Depautment,  .-1  uguat  31,  iscti. 
Sir:  Your  lettor  of  the  30tli  instant  has  been  received.     Voii  will 
solid  tlie  schooner  Uvmit(tinct\  wliich  you  report  as  beini;  dt'taiuod  at 
riiiey  Point,  to  the  Wasliinpton  navy  yard,  to  be  delivered  to  Coui- 
maiider  Dablgren. 

I  aiu,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  F.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  the  schooner  L'emittance. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Aquia,  September  3,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  theSlst  ultimo,  I  have  directed 
Lienteiiant  Mygatt  to  tow  tlie  scliooner  litmittntire  up  to  the  navy  yard, 
where  slio  will  be  turned  over  to  the  care  of  Commander  iJahlgren,  to 
await  further  orders  from  the  Hepartment. 

The  crew  of  the  liemHtance  still  remaining  on  Imard  are  named  Jolni 
F.  Hradley  (white),  Henry  Ijockett  (colored),  R.  »S.  Mitcht'll;  also,  a 
passenger.  The  passengers  are  Alexander  Johnson,  Ed.  Handers,  and 
Charles  A.  Yates. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

Thos,  T.  Ckaven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


[TelogTMn.] 

Navy  Department,  August  28,  i8ni. 
Send  300  men  into  Fort  Ellsworth  at  4  o'clock  ]>.  m.     More  seaaien 
will  arrive  from  the  North,  when  the  fort  will  be  delivered  to  the  Navy. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Uahlgren, 

Nary  Yard,  Washington, 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  VTaMhington,  to  Lieutenant  Roe,  U.  8. 
Nary,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Fort  KUsicorth. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  August  Ji'S,  1801. 
Sir:  Yon  will  proceed  with  the  seamen  from  this  yard  on  board  the 
steamboat  Philadelphia  to  Fort  Ellsworth  and  rei)ort  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral (William  B.J  Franklin  for  duty  in  said  fort. 
N  W  H— vol  4 41 
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Ymi  will  promjitlyiuake  requisitions  on  tlie  quartermaster  of  General| 
Franklin's  liri^ado  for  tents  and  otLer  necessaries  for  the  men. 
Hespeetfiilly,  your  <ihe<Uent  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahi.gr RN. 
Lieutenant  14oe,  U.  8.  Navy. 


(Telegnun.) 

Navy  Yard  [WAi^inNOTON,  D.  C],  Atttjuni  28,  1801. 
The  400  men  lel't  for  Fort  KlisworUi  at  3:40.  I  bad  to  ask  Cai)t«in 
Morris  to  h)an  a  lieiitenaut,  which  bo  did — Lieutenant  lloe.  The  men 
liiive  their  hainmocivs  and  baf^s,  but  notbiuj;  else.  Please  a~sk  (Jenoral 
Mc(-'lelhii)  to  order  tents,  rations,  etc.,  for  tbese  ruen.  The  uipht  will 
he  inclement,  and  if  not  under  cover  tbere  will  be  many  sick.  A  jinard 
of  fifty  marines  should  also  be  detailed  by  Colonel  Harris. 

Jno.  a.  J)AnLOBEN. 
'Saw  IVepartmknt. 


[Tnlegnun.) 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  August  [28],  1861. 

The  400  seamen  loft  here  as  directed  for  Fort  Ellswortb.  Lieutenant 
Roe  rejxnts  that  on  arrivii)f>'  at  Alexandria  be  went  out  to  the  fort  and 
found  it  occupied  by  other  troops,  lie  could  not  liiid  the  commanding 
general  of  brigade.  No  provision  being  made  for  our  men,  either  as 
regardsfood  or  shelter,  ho  writes  nio  that  he  reuiaitis  at  the  wbarf  under 
shelter  with  the  men  until  further  orders.  1  shall  immediately  cau.se  a 
steamboat  to  return  with  the  men's  rations.  Captain  Wainwright  ha« 
been  sent  for  and  will,  I  hope,  rejwrt  in  se^ison  to  go  down  in  the  steam- 
boat. Should  there  be  an  alarm  in  the  night  the  seamen  wdl  s|>ee<lily 
be  at  the  fort.  It  would  be  well,  however,  that  General  MvCleUun 
should  know  the  circumstances  above  stated. 

J.  A.  Dahlgben. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox. 

Asuistant  Secretary  of  JViavy. 


['telDgnun.] 

Alkxandria,  August  38,  1861. 
T  was  absent  on  a  reonnnoissance  when  the  steamer  arrived.     I  was 
iuformed  by  (Jeueral  ilitCiellati  that  400  .>;aili)rs  were  t-o  come  to  Fort 
Ellswt*itli.  but  as  they  have  no   t«nts   I   recommend  that  they  stay 
aboard  the  steumer  till  moruing. 

W.  B.  Franklin, 
lirigadier-Oenttal,  Commanding, 
G.  T.  Fox, 

AsHiittant  Secretary  Navy. 
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[Talegnio.] 

Alexandria,  AugvHt  2S,  isai. 
Tho  men  have  been  diposed  of  ronilVntably  to  night.     There  is  no 
necessity  for  troubling  Captain  Dahl{,'rt!n. 

\V.  H.   KUANKLIN, 

Briqadier-  General, 
«,  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Wuxhim/ton,  iramtmitiiny  information 
L  regarding  signals  by  the  enemy. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  A  ugnut  M,  IStJl. 
Sib:  Theenrlosed  t'omniuuieatidn  from  Lieutt'naiit  Parker  is  respect- 
j,        fully  transmitted  tor  the  information  of  the  Department. 
[  I  have  the  liouor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I  Commandant, 

[  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

I  iSecretary  of  the  Xavy. 


[Kncloaure.] 


Wasuinoton  Navy  Yard,  August  28,  1861. 
Sir:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  inform  you  thiit  during  my  late  trip  to 
Fortress  Monroe  ami  back  iu  the  Philadelphia  I  observed  that  the 
movements  of  the  steamer  were  signalizeil  by  lanterns  from  the  Mary- 
land to  the  Virginia  shore  througbout  the  whole  extent  of  the  river. 
This  signalizing  was  especially  api>areut  last  night  upou  my  coming  to 
anchor  a  few  miles  below  Mathias  Point. 
Respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

FOXKALL   A.    PARKEE, 

Lieutenant  and  Execntire  Officer, 
Commander  J.  A.  Dahlcjren, 

Commanding  U.  8,  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  0, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Xary, 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  August  29, 1861. 

Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  iusta.ut,  with  the  enclosure  from  Lieu- 
trnaiit  Prichett,  has  been  received.  You  will  send  the  vessels  of  the 
tliililla  one  at  a  time  to  the  Washington  navy  yard  for  thorough  repair 
and  a«laj>tation  for  service.  Ollicers  will  be  appointed  and  sent  to  the 
yard  to  be  drilled  at  great  guns,  that  being  the  only  means  by  which 
you  can  be  furnished  with  drill  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Gideon  Wbllbs. 
Commander  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomuc  Flotilla. 
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Order  from  commandant  nary  yard,  ^^'culhinffton,  to  matter  of  tug  E.  H. 

Herbert, 

COMMAXDANT'S  OPPICK,  UAVT  TABD, 

Wanhim/toH,  Augvut  30,  1661. 
SiK:  You  will  proceed  down  the  rivt-r  and  re[>ort  for  duty  with  the 
Penguin,  Comiiiaudt'i'  [Samuel]  Lockwood,  at  his  station  ofi'  the  Bappa- 
hauuock,  remainiug  at  his  disi>osal  uutil  further  orders. 
Resjjectfully,  etc., 

J.   A.   DAHLGS£X. 

Mr.  Habdeb, 

Commanding  Tug  [E.  JL]  Herbert. 


XaVY   DEPARTJtEMT,  Augu»t  30,  1S61. 
Have  the  lighters  aud  boats  off  aud  uear  Alexaudria  seized  aud 
taken  to  the  yard. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Daulgrkn, 

yarg  Yard. 


[Td«cnm.] 


Navt  Depaetmekt,  August  30, 1861. 
Allow  no  boats  to  approach  or  leave  Alexandna  without  a  pass  from 
the  Army  or  2Havy. 

Gn»KON  Welles, 
Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hagoebtt, 

CommandiHg  Brig  I'erry,  off  Alejeandria, 


Navy  Yard  [Washisgtoj»,  D.  C],  Augutt  30, 1861, 

I  have  sent  two  steamers,  etc.,  to  obey  your  orders.    The  Resolute, 

has  arrived  with  dispatches  trom  Captain  Craven,  which  I  forward,] 

and  some  prisoners. 

Jko.  a.  Dahi«ben, 

tv>« 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Soeretartf  Alary. 


Btfort  of  Lieutenant  CoUin*,  U.  &  3*ary,  oMMMmiM^  V.&S.  Auaeaut 
tU)knoicU*tgtttg  receipt  of  orders. 

U.   S.  S.  AXAOOSTIA, 

Waskington  Xarg  Yard^  August  SO,  1861. 

Sue :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 

yesterday  detaching  me  Irom  tliiis  vessel  aod  ditectixig  me  to  report  to 
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CJomniodore  Breese  for  the  commaBd  of  the  U,  S.  st«am  gunboat  Una- 
diUa. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  OOLLINS, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tite  Xavy,  Washington, 


Report  of  Commander  Craren,  U.  S.  Xavy,  rommnnding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
of  information  received  from  refugees. 

U.  8.  8.  Yankee, 
Off  Aquia,  August  30,  1861. 
Sir  :  This  morning  as  we  were  passing  Upper  Cedar  Point  there  came 
on  board  four  colored  men;  one,  named  James  Scott,  states  that  he 
belongs  to  a  Mr.  Benjamin  Weaver,  of  King  (Jeorge  Court-House,  Va., 
and  that  he  (Scott)  and  Henry  Young  have  l)e(Mi  emjiloyed  lielping  to 
build  ImtterieB  at  Mathias  Point.  There  are  two  batteries  now  at  the 
point  rtatly  for  their  puns,  which  are  now  on  their  way  from  Richmond 
and  are  daily  expected.  Henry  Young  says  he  belongs  to  one  Dr. 
Young,  who  lives  at  Lemon  [OrangeTl  Court  House,  Va.;  ho  states  also 
that  he  has  worked  at  a  battery  whicli  is  being  built  at  Mathias  Point, 
and  that  there  are  three  heavy  guns  to  be  mounted  there  sometime 
during  the  i>rcsent  week. 

Tlie  other  two  slaves,  William  Henderson,  belonging  to  one  John  E. 
Wilson,  of  Wakefield,  \'a.,  and  Grandison  Piper,  hclonging  to  one  Dr. 
Frederick  WliRehvriglit,  of  Westmoreland,  Va.  These  four  men  left 
Virginia  in  a  small  skit!'  last  night.  I  sent  them  to  the  navy  yard  for 
your  final  disposition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington, 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Xary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
urging  immediate  action  for  the  protection  of  navigation  in  the  Potomac, 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Aquia,  August  30, 1861. 
Sir:  The  more  I  witness  the  operations  of  the  rebels,  the  more  I  am 
satisfied  that  if  some  prompt  and  efhcient  step  is  not  taken  to  prevent 
it,  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  River  will  be  entirely  cutoff. 

Unless  there  are  batteries  immediately  erected  opposite  Mathias  Point 
and  the  White  House,  and  the  Maryland  shore  occupied  by  a  strong 
military  force,  the  vessels  of  this  tlotilla.  instead  of  being  able  to  enforce 
the  blockade,  are  momeutarily  threatcucd  with  some  serious  disaster. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington. 
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(Telegram.) 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C], 

AuguMi  :il,  li^til — 6'  a,  m. 
About  thirteen  bo;it>i,  mostly  siiiall.  were  giitlien-il  ii]>  last  night  con- 
formably to  order.    The  li't-nolute  returned  to  the  tlotillii  last  evening. 

J.  A.  Dahlgeen. 
Navv  Depaetmknt, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  urging 
cooperiition  for  the  protection  of  navigation  in  the  Potomac. 

Navy  J)epartment,  August  .31,  J861. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  dispatches  re^-eived 
from  Captain  Craven,  in  command  of  the  Potomac  Flotilla,  and  beg  to 
cull  yonr  attention  to  his  suggestions  of  the  necessity  of  prompt  and 
efficient  measures  for  keei)ing  o]ien  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac. 

I  have  heretofore,  on  rejieated  occasions,  calle<l  the  attention  of  the 
War  Department  to  this  subject,  which  is  of  immense  im])ortance  to 
this  city  and  the  operations  of  the  Army  as  well  as  of  the  Navy. 

It  apjiears  to  me  there  should  be  no  delay  in  taking  the  precautionary 
steps  recouiniended  by  Captain  Craven,  and  this  Department,  with  the 
naval  force  on  the  Potomac,  is  ready  at  all  times  to  aid  in  this  measure. 
I  remain,  very  resijectfnlly,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
flon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Ijetter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy, 
conniHi)i(U)i(j  Potomac  Flotilla,  trannmitting  information  regarding  ship- 

iiitnt  of  arniH. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  August  31, 1861. 

Silt:  The  enehiaed  extract  is  sent  for  your  information,  with  tlie 
earnest  recommendation  that  the  points  alluded  to  be  closely  watched. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Cai)tain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

[  EudoBure.— Extrut.l 

August  26, 1861. 
Tliere.  have  been  forwarded  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  across 
the  bay  from  Uiclimond,  Va.,  six  Itrass cannon  tor  the  troops  in  Accrtnuu; 
County,  \'a.,  and  from  a  good  source  1  learn  that  they  are  in  camp 
drilling,  etc.,  .^,(H»)  strong  and  well  snpjded  with  amnnnution  of  all 
kinds,  and  also  are  receiving  and  IVirwarding  the  same  t(j  the  western, 
shore  to  the  enemy.  Tlte  way  the  cannon  were  sent  over  to  eastern 
Virginia  from  iiicliniond  was  down  the  Kai)|)aliannocU  Hiver  to  a  point 
inside  the  said  river  10  miles  and  then  sent  to  a  place  called  the  Divid- 
ing Creek,  running  up  into  the  land  above  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock Hiver  some  I-  miles.  You  can  carry  12  feet  water  up  this  creek 
some  5  miles  out  of  sight  of  the  Cliesajieake  Hay.  It  is  at  this  i)oint 
where  powder  is  being  received  and  sent  to  the  enemy  iu  various  parts 
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of  wfiKtern  Virginia.  It  is  sent  into  <  'hineoteas«i«?  InU't,  cm  tlieooast,  in 
vessels  on  tliu  soiitlicrly  .>*i<le  of  (.'upc  fLarles  and  takfii  a<Toss  the 
county  [of  |  Acconiac  t«t  Choi  ry.stoue.  and  from  thern  sent  acro.ss  t  lie  bay 
to  thia  Dividing  Creek,  abovcthe  liaitinihanuock  Kiv(ir,  inhuid,  and  tlien 
sent  to  the  various  rebel  armies.  Tlie  supplies  sent  are  large,  as  the 
vessels  discharge  the  powder  on  the  sea  aide  of  Accomac  County  and 
liave  been  doing  so  for  some  time.  The  powder  is  from  New  York  and 
Philadelphia.  I  believe  tliat  the  larger  ])ortion  of  their  jiowder  has 
been  received  through  thi.s  channel,  which  up  to  the  present  has  been 
overlooked. 
This  information  I  most  respectfully  submit. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandiiifl  Potomac  Flotilla, 
traiixmitting  report  of  Actimj  Master's  Mate  Foster,  U,  S.  Navy,  com- 
ma miin</  U,  8.  S.  Rasolute,  of  the  burning  of  Jour  boats. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankkk,  September  2,  ISOl. 
8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  re|)orr  from  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mate  Amos  P.  Foster   relative  U)  the  burning  of  some  scows  and 
other  boats  on  (he  Virginia  shore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tuo«.  T.  Ckaven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[  Knoloauro,] 

U.  S.  R.  Uk.soi,utb,  August  31,  18(il. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  .">  o'clock  j).  ni.  of  this  day  1 
discovered  four  boats  on  the  Virginia  shore,  at  a  place  called  Kerry 
Landing,  which  I  deemed  necessary  to  destroy.  I  rtrst  endeavored  to 
shove  the  boats  out  and  tow  them,  but  failing  in  this  I  proceeded  to 
burn  them.  Learning  that  rebel  pickets  were  iu  the  habit  of  frei|ueut- 
iug  the  place,  I  tired  two  shots  in  the  nearest  thicket  to  drive  away 
anyone  who  might  be  concealed  there.  I  then,  with  a  boat's  crew  of 
five  men,  went  on  shore  and  set  fire  to  the  boats  and  boathouse,  having 
my  gun  ready  to  cover  my  crew  in  case  of  an  attack.  The  tlames  from 
the  boats  comnuinicated  to  the  small  dwelling,  which  was  ahso  destroyed, 
ItespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  I*.  Fosteu, 
Acting  Mastir's  Mate,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Resolute. 

Commodore  T.  T.  Cuavkn, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  U.  8.  8.  Yankee,  Potomac  River. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Nary,  t-om- 
monJiug  Potomac  Flotilla,  to  forward  report  regarding  the  capture  of 
schooner  Eagle. 

Navy  Department,  Atigust  31, 186I. 
Sir:  By  a  memorandum  left  at  the  Department  by  you  it  is  informe«l 

that  William  Laycock,  of  the  schooner  Eagk,  charged  witli  sadiug  his 
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schooner  before  day,  but  witliout  intending  to  disobey  orders,  etc.,  was 
sent  to  the  Wasliiiigtoii  yard  vvitli  his  vessel  iuid  is  there  at  present 
confuted.  No  report  has  been  rec^eived  by  the  Depart uieut  in  this  case, 
and  it  wtmld  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  and  also  the  impropriety  of 
not  forwarding  ti  detailed  report  ininiediutely  upon  the  seizure  of  any 
vessel. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Tii<»mas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Wushinijton. 


li^ort  of  Captain  Cranii,  U.  S.  Nan/,  commaniling  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regardimj  the  capture  of  the  ncliooner  Eagle. 

V.  S.  S.  Yankee,  September  l,  1861. 
Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
31st  ultimo. 

The  sch<M>iier  Eafjle,  Ca[itain  Laycock,  was  detained  by  Acting  Mas- 
ter Hudd,  of  the  Hcsolule,  on  or  about  the  21st  ultimo.  He  had  .spoken 
her  during  the  night  and  ordered  her  to  go  up  the  river  and  anchor  near 
the  Ptnyitiii,  and  apparently  the  Eatih  started  to  go  in  that  direction, 
but  some  time  afterwards,  when  on  his  tour  of  iiiglit  scouting,  he  dis- 
covered the  Eatile  ruuuiug  down  the  river,  evidently  intending  to  dis- 
obey the  order. 

Ifnder  these  circumstances,  and  the  then  apprehended  attempt  of  the 

rebels  to  cross  the  river,  Mr.  Bmtil  took  charge  of  tlie  schooner,  and 

ui)on  his  report  of  tlie  circumstances  1  ordered  her  to  be  taken  to  the 

Washingtou  navy  yard,  there  to  await  further  instructions  from  yourself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obcdieut  servant, 

Tiios.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon,  QiPKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Watihington. 


Report  of  Commander  Livingston,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8. 
Penguin,  acknoicleddjing  rvotipt  of  ordcm. 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 
Potomac  Flotilla,  September  1,  lFt61. 

Sni:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  detaching  me  from  the  command  of  this  steamer  and  to 
pnxeed  to  New  York  and  report  for  the  command  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Bien- 
ville, when  my  relief,  Lieutenant  Thomas  H.  Stevens,  shall  report,  which 
order  will  bo  obeyed  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

J.   W.    LiVlNtJSTON, 

Commanding  U.  8,  8,  Penguin,  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C. 


W         Baport  of  Captain  Craven,  V.  B.  Havy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  tranimitting  report  of 
I  Acting  Kaater's  Hat«  EI7,  U.  8.  ITavy,  oommauding  IT.  B.  schooner  Dana. 
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Seizure  of  schooner  T,  J.  Bvana,  Heptembcr  J,  1861. 


U.  S.  8.  Yankee, 


September  S,  I81U. 
SiK:  I  have  the  lioiior  herewith  to  enclose  the  report  of  Actiug  Mas- 
tei's  Mate  Ely,  relative  to  the  (*ai)turo  of  tlio  sloop  3'.  J.  Evaim, 

I  had  received  infoniiatiou  of  the  ErtuiH  T>eiiig  at  anchor  off  Hollaud 
Island,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  on  the  lilHli  ultimo,  and  that 
she  was  suspected  of  being  engaged  iu  illicit  tratle,  and  dispatched  the 
Dunn  with  orders  to  seize  her. 

Mr.  Ely's  account  of  the  escape  of  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  George 
Henry,  is  not  satisfactory  to  me,  and  I  regret  that  from  the  representa- 
lions  in;ulc  to  ine  hy  one  of  the  7>an«'»  crew,  there  apjiears  to  be  strong 
ground  for  suspecting  Mr.  Ely  of  having  been  bribed  by  the  rebel  to 
allow  him  to  escape.  I  respectfully  request  that  his  conduct  may  bo 
thoroughly  iuvestigatcd. 

By  Acting  Master  Foster,  temporarily  in  charge  of  the  Rr^iolutc,  I 
Bend  the  prize  T.  J.  Frana,  with  her  master,  calling  hiausflf  Thomaa 
Stewart,  and  cargo,  consisting  of  9  bales  of  waterproof  blankets,  0 
cases  of  surgical  instruments,  4  boxes  of  percussion  caps  and  friction 
J  aimers,  and  i  (Jolts  navy  revolvers,  to  be  delivered  to  the  care  of  Coin- 
'mander  Dahlgren  at  the  navy  yard,  Washington,  there  to  await  further 
orders  from  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomtui  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  o/the  Navy,  Wunhington, 

P,  S. — My  informant  of  the  suspicious  sloop   T.  J.  Evans  was  one 
Thomaa  .1.  Potts,  master  of  the  schoouer  North  Stw,  of  Deal's  Islaud, 
Somerset  Ct>unty,  Md. 
KespectfuUy, 

Thus,  T.  Craven, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy, 

P.  S. — One  of  my  pilots,  Bailey,  informs  me  that  Thomaa  Stewart  is 
aflctitioHsname;  thathis  true  name  is  Daniel  Bird,  of  Atrcomac  County, 
Va. 

Very  respectfully, 

Thos.  T.  Craven. 

[EnoloMin.] 

TT.  S.  Schooner  Dana,  September  l,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  sloop  T,  J, 
Erann,  from  Baltimore,  bound  to  Aunemessex  lliver,  having  on  boanl 
1 3  large  boxes  of  percus.^iou  caps,  4  Colts  revolvers,  (j  boxes  of  surgical 
instruments,  1  box  of  caution  primers,  and  several  bales  of  gutta- 
percha mattress  covers  and  blankets,  together  with  two  men,  who  \\ere 
sailing  the  vessel,  one  of  whom  subsequently  escajjcd. 

In  accordance  with  your  orders  I  started  in  pnrsuitof  her  from  Piney 
Point  ou  the  ^Uth  day  of  August.    By  youi'  instructions  1  went  to  Hoi- 


lauil  Island,  where  Uie  reaael  was  rejjorted  to  be,  but  on  arriving  there 
I  luiinil  th:it  the  vessel  and  one  of  the  men  liiul  left.  1  imniediately 
tr»ok  charge  of  tht>  other  man,  whom  I  foand  there  and  whom  I  now 
deliver  to  yoa,  and  obtained  tiie  following  iuibrmation  in  regard  to  the 
ves-sel,  viz: 

That  the  owner  of  the  cargo  had  pushed  the  vessel  oflf  from  the  beach 
in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  several  of  the  inhabitants  to  detain  him.  He 
thre.atene<l  to  shoot  the  first  man  who  put  a  foot  upon  his  vessel.  Not 
understanding  the  mcHle  of  working  a  small  ves.sel  he  got  her  aground 
near  Clay  Island,  where  he  was  captured  by  stratagem  by  some  of  the 
ishiuders,  who  Iiiid  followed  him  in  their  canoes,  and  taken  to  the  mag- 
istrate's house  on  Clay  Island.  I  then  took  six  men  in  my  boat  and 
pulled  to  Clay  Islan<l,  where,  after  walking  5  miles,  I  found  the  man 
and  the  sloop,  and  at  once  took  them  in  charge  and  returne*!  to  the 
vessel.  I  then  got  underway  and  came  to  Piney  Point,  where  I  fonud 
the  steamer  Geortfe  [E.  H.]  Herbert,  which  towed  me  up  the  river  to 
your  ves.sel  this  morning. 

While  lying  at  Piney  Point  Mr.  George  Henry,  one  of  the  prisoners 
and  the  owner  of  the  caigo,  who  was  very  sick,  asked  permission  of  me 
to  go  on  shore  and  get  his  su])per,  as  he  could  not  eat  the  salt  provis- 
ions which  I  had  ou  boaid  of  my  vessel.  I  granted  his  request  and 
went  on  shore  with  him.  where  we  took  supper  at  the  hotel.  Alter  tea 
he  asked  me  to  ])ermit  him  to  go  out  to  fulfill  the  call  of  nature.  I 
permitted  him  to  go,  but  fearing  that  lie  might  attempt  to  escape,  I 
followed  immetlialely  alter  him,  bnt  favored  by  the  darkness  and  tlie 
thick  growth  of  trees,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  succeeded  in  making 
good   liis  esca]R-.    The  other  man,  Thomas  Stewart,  the  vessel  and 

r  cargo,  I  now  deliver  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 
K,  B.  Ely. 
■  Acting  Maiiter^ii  Mate,  Commanding  I'.  S.  Schooner  Dana, 

Commmlore  Cravtew, 
Flag  Officer,  Chcuapeake  Flying  Flotilla. 
BUI 
i 


Btaumenl  of  offioen  of  U.  8.  lohooner  Dana  regarding  oosdoet  of  oonunanding  officer  of  that 
veiael  in  permitting  the  eecape  of  owner  of  cargo  of  achooner  T.  J.  Brau. 


U.  a.  SCHfiONER  Dana,  September  5,  1861. 
Sir:  As  instructed  I  have  questioned  the  undersigned  men  and  they 
give  this  as  their  statement  in  regard  to  Mr.  Ely  and  the  e8cai)e  of  his 
pris<jner.  After  taking  the  prize,  with  two  prisoners,  he  returned  to 
l*iney  Point,  being  absent  two  days.  Mr.  Ely  innnediately  alter  arriv- 
ing took  the  cargo  out  of  the  prize  and  loailfnl  her  with  hawsers,  etc, 
to  take  them  on  shore,  taking  the  starboard  watch  with  him  (four  men). 
Leaving  them  on  shore,  he  then,  with  Mr.  Marshall's  boy,  went  back 
to  the  schooner  and  aske<l  the  prisoners  to  go  on  shore  with  him,  which 
they  did.  The  captain  of  the  prize  took  several  articles  out  of  his  car- 
petbag and  told  one  of  the  men  that  if  he  did  not  return  the  man  might 
have  it.  They  then  went  on  shore,  Mr.  Ely  returning  again  to  the 
scbfMmer  lor  the  balance  of  his  crew  lo  help  draw  the  wagon  on  which 
the  four  men  had  place<l  the  rigging,  leaving  one  man  without  arms  to 
take  charge  of  the  prisoners.  When  the  crew  got  on  shore  the  captain 
of  the  prize  gave  one  of  the  men  $1  to  treat  themselves  with.    After  they 
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drank  Mr.  Ely  treated  tlieni  again.  The  crew  then  hauled  the  rig(iing 
up  and  ]mt  it  away,  alter  wliich  they  went  on  board  to  get  their  supper, 
leaviuji  Mr.  Ely  and  the  prisoners  at  tlie  hotel  to  get  their  suppers. 

The  crew,  after  getting  their  fiiippers,  went  again  on  shore  and  saw 
Mr.  Ely  and  the  two  men  going  out  of  the  dining  room  into  the  bar- 
room, shutting  the  door  when  they  saw  the  crew coniing  on  the  jtorch. 
They  remained  in  the  room  about  fifteen  luiiiutes,  when  l\Ir.  Hly  eanie 
out.  I!e  had  Mr.  Marshall  and  one  of  the  jinaoiuTs  with  hini,  leaving 
the  captain  of  the  prize  iu  the  room.  Mr.  Ely  then  ordered  the  crew  to 
the  boat  and  went  on  l)oard  the  Utiiley.  While  there  lie  wrote  a  letter, 
intending  it  for  y(»u.  When  hnishetl  he  asked  Captain  (Iray  how  it 
would  do.  Mr.  Ely  went  on  shore  with  the  prisoners  at  4: 30  p.  m.  and 
did  not  return  initil  10  o'clock. 

These  men  say  they  felt  satisded  the  prisoner  wonld  not  conu'  back 
when  he  left  the  vessel,  anil  further  that  Mr.  lOly  was  very  familiar  with 
him,  telling  biin  of  all  proceedings  of  the  llolilhi  on  the  river. 

This  being  all  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  1  remain,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  T.  Street, 

Mauler' n  Matv. 

Signed : 

.FosEi'ii  K.  Fobs. 

BkN.IAMIN    W.   (tATi'H. 

MoiiRis  Kank. 

Captain  Thomas  T.  (Graven, 

Comwandin)/  Potomne  FtolUla. 


Letter  from  Thomms  S.  Stewart,  esq.,  to  the  Anistaat  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  requeatiijg  an 
early  inveetigation  of  his  ease. 

I".  S.  S.  AkacostiA,  Sunday,  September  S,  1S61. 

Deau  Sir:  I  would  like  very  much  for  you  to  have  my  case  brought 
np  for  trial  or  whatever  process  of  law  I  have  to  go  through.  I  am  an 
innocent  man  and  would  like  ti>  be  released.  I  will  state  the  circum- 
stance under  whi<'h  I  was  arrested  or  taken: 

I  was  not  arrested;  I  gave  myself  up  to  the  captain  of  the  U.S. 
Schooner />rt«(i;  his  name  is  Ellie[l'Jy|.  I  was  hired  in  Baltimore  by 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Cleorge  Henry  as  a  saihir  or  pilot  in  his  boat,  to 
go  as  far  as  Annemessex  Hiver.  Maryland.  W(^sto|^ped  to  get  a  rudder 
on  Holland  Island.  There  was  an  ollicercame  duwii  and  re(iucsted  the 
cajitain  to  show  Inm  what  those  things  were,  or  what  kind  of  goods  he 
had  on  board,  which  he  refusetl  to  do.  I,  thinking  something  was 
wrong,  left  the  boat.  He  ordered  me  to  get  on  board,  which  I  refused 
to  do.  He  theu  8tarte<l  away,  and  was  arrested  some  15  miles  from 
where  I  was  by  the  officer  of  Dorchester  County,  and  kept  until  the 
cutter  came  ovei  and  took  charge  of  the  boat  and  Captain  Henry  and 
mjself.  He  acknowledged  to  the  captain  of  the  cutter  that  1  knew 
nothing  about  what  kind  of  goods  he  had  on  board;  that  he  was  the 
owner  of  the  gootls,  and  I  was  hired  by  him  as  a  sailor  or  to  i)ilot  him 
to  Annemessex  River.  I  asked  him  what  those  things  were  and  lie  told 
me  they  were  dry  goods  and  ready  matlc  clothing.  The  captain  and 
myself  were  allowe<t  to  go  on  shore  at  Piuey  Point  with  Captain  Ellie 
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I  Ely]  to  get  supper,  and  after  supper  Captain  Henry  ran  off  and  ma^le 
lis  escape.    Tlion  1  wa«  «ent  here.    By  your  having  my  csise  investi- 
gated would  oblige  me  very  much. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Thos.  U.  Stkwart. 
Mr.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Atmutaut  iiei^etary  Navy. 


IRndamoment.] 

Return  with  any  report  against  Stewart. 


[G.  V.  Fox.) 


Lsttar  from  oommandant  navy  jvrd,  Wuhington,  to  IT.  0,  manhal.  Diitriot  of  OolamUm, 
tranifemng  Bobooner  T.  J.  Evans  to  hii  charge. 

Oohmandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Waghingtoti,  September  13, 1861. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  turn 
over  to  you  the  jnize  Sihooner  7*. ./.  Jirans,  now  at  this  yartl,  with  the 
cargo  and  the  jiriaoners  scut  to  the  yard  in  her. 
RosjiectJully,  etc.. 


Wahd  II.  Lamon,  Esq., 

U,  a.  Mamhal,  THxtrict  [of]  Columbia. 


J,  A.  Dahlgrkn. 


MtfOfi  of  Captain  Cravtnt,  U.  S.  Xary,  commanding]  Potomac  Flotilla, 
acknoirlrdging  receipt  of  information  from  the  Department. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  September  3,  1861. 
8m:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  ;Ust,  with  an  extract  enclosed,  relative  to  the  transfer 
of  six  brass  cannon    acroi^s   the  Che^apcAke  to  Accomac  County, 
Vft.,  etc. 

Very  resjicctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomae  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Washington. 


Report  of  Captain  Crarrn,  U.  S.  Nary,  rommanding  Potomac  Flotilla^ 
tranamitting  reftort  of  Commander  Liringnton,  I'.  S.  A'ary,  commanding 
V,  8.  Pengm%%,  regarding  eiapture  of  W.  T.  Dean. 

U.  8.  S.  Yankee,  Septtmher  2, 18C1. 
Sir  :  I  send  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Foster,  of  the  R^Mh^ 
Inte,  one  William  Thomas  Hoan,  who  was  taken  up  this  morning  bj 
the  steamer  Tigrest.     Ho  will  Ih>  <lelivored  to  the  care  of  Commaader 
Dahlgreu  at  the  uavy  yani,  there  to  await  your  further  orders. 
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I  have  tbe  honor  to  enclose  heren  ith  Commander  J.  W,  Livingston's 
report  of  his  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commandiny  Potomac  Flotilla. 
lloii.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sccrvtiiry  of  the  Kavy.    • 

[KnoliMure.] 

U.  8.  8.  Penouin, 
Potomac  Flotilla,  September  3. 1861. 

Sir:  I  send  you  this  morning,  by  the  steam  tug  Tigrens,  a  white 
boy  of  20  years  of  age,  who  was  ciiptureil  this  morning  on  the  river, 
making  his  escape  fioni  the  Virginia  shore.  Ue  seems  deplorably  ])oor 
and  destitute ;  says  his  father  told  him  to  escape  and  seek  some  employ- 
ment on  the  Maryland  shore. 

He  seems  disposed  to  give  information  of  what  is  going  on  there, 
and  if  true  is  valuable.  He  says  they  are  preparing  a  fort  at  some 
]iositiou  on  Shipping  Point,  Qiiantieo  Creek,  and  that  they  have  laid 
straw  on  the  road  to  bring  the  guns  over,  aud  that  sohliersare  assem- 
bling at  Dumfries,  the  village  near,  aud  more  which  you  will  obtain 
from  him  yourself. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

J,  W.  LiVlNOSTON, 

Commanding  U.  S.  H.  Penguin, 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Vommandinff  Potomac  Flotilla,  etc. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craren,  U.  S.  iWiry, 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  forwarding  information  received  by  the 
Department. 

Navy  Dbpaetment,  September  a,  1861. 
Sib:  The  following  intbrmation  has  been  given  the  Department: 

Mouth  of  Smith's  Ckkek,  St.  ilary't  Countij,  Md. 

There  ia  a  )n|B<i<i  'l^iil  of  pasaini;  to  and  from  VirKiuia  at  this  place — men  and  ron- 
trabands.  TIiih  Iiuh  been  going  on  some  time,  antl  not  being  inolestud,  tlii^y  pass  in 
open  day.  They  have  f^om:,  a  groat  many,  from  my  neighborhood,  1  think  ag  high 
an  forty  of  a  uight.  I  think  it  would  be  Niifliciunt  to  put  a  tug  at  that  place,  and  I 
thiuli  it  would  hood  put  a  atop  to  the  puaaiug.  The  paaaiug  ia  principally  fruiu  the 
uiuuth  of  8mith'a  Creek. 


Very  respectfully,  etc.. 

Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Gideon  Wblles. 


ITelegriuD.] 


Navy  Yard  fWASHiNOTON,  D.  C],  September  3, 1861. 
Major  Barnard,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Army,  asks  me  if  I  have  rifled 
cannon  that  will  reach  to  Munson's  Hill  ( Va.],  three  or  throe  and  a  half 
miles.    I  answered  I  have  three,  luid  iu  a  few  days  two  more. 


OPKtATIOlCS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AXD  RAPPAHAXNOCK. 

I  h«veoflert*d  to  place  these  (-annou  aii<l  to  couduet  the  practice  wit) 
Uioiu,  wltich  I  Uoi>e  the  DeiMirtiueut  will  sustain. 

J.  A.  Uahlokes. 

NAATT  DBPAKTSTEirr. 


Htpitrt  9/  Commam^er  OoUUbontH^h,  C  8.  .Vary,  c»mmuuulimff  V.  &  \ 
Uwivm,  rttaiirt  to  affain  at  AqmUi  Crtek. 

U.  S.  8,  Umow, 
OfPMmmme  Crrek,  S^temher  3,  isei — S  p.  n 
:  I  ha>-e  just  understtHxl  from  the  cuptiUB  of  •  schooner,  who. 
bMUtng  down  the  river  stood  nell  over  to  Aqoiii  Cred:,  that  a  lung  trail 
of  eats,  i^parMitly  loaded  with  tioopa.  had  arrived  at  the  depot  a  littl 
bdbm  cukdewii,  and  that  the  Confedecate  8t>';uner  Pa^e  was  well  oat 
in  the  stream  with  her  steam  \i\t.    Also  trata  the  captain  of  a  tug  cm 
ia^  np  the  river  that  a  Dumber  of  men  were  seen  upon  Mathias  Poini 
I  am,  Terjr  re^MotfulIy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  GOLJ»SB0HOT7OH, 

Ctmmnier,  r.  S.  Xar^. 
pajftnim  Thomas  T.  Csavsx,  I*.  S.  Xavy, 

CommamJimf  f'otommt  FMilUk. 


4 

.1-.      I 


t  umrji  fmrd^  Wt 
Fmrt 


rtfrnrdimf  tk€ 


Oo]OfA^a>Airr^  Oppick.  Katt  Taso, 

WiuAiaiffM,  Seftemther  3,  JttSJ. 
Sn:  Fort  EDswnth  isaovfidlrin  the  occupancy  of  the  drtarhmi  iii' 
«f  rfmm  seat  by  yo«r  order  from  this  yard. 

'  WainwT^t  is  in  esmoaaad,  witk  UeatiMHitB  Bor  and 
,  a  master  and  midslupmaa,  and  397  seamea, 

aaei»dtyatthefart.bata8hebelmgHothe/^nrilitteeeMarma- 

tMB  af  tke  Dcfaitmeat  is  needed, 
lb  flsaplelB  tike  egcieaey  of  the  canisoa  a  gaaid  «t  at  lea»t  » 

mariaas  is  immawl  finm  the  ln*d<|a>itMii  of  Ae  eorps> 
'^m        Ihare  Ae hs— ■  ta be.  very  wapertftiny, yrmr obedieat  cetiant. 
^B  Jko.  a.  Dahlckks. 

fc 
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Report  of  Commander  (Inhhimrough,  U.  S.  Nnri/,  commandituj  U.  8.  S. 
Union,  uchnoicleilijiim  orders  regardhuj  truruifrr  of  command. 

IT.  S.  S.  Union, 
Potomav  Flotillo,  September  3,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
tlie  2d   instant,  detaeliiiin  nie  from  tlie  eomniund  of  the  rniini  and 
direr'tinff  me  t<»  proceed  to  New  York  and  tnkecuiiimaud  of  the  V.  S.  S. 
Florida,  which  order  1  shall  obey  without  delay. 

1  am,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.    li.   (JoLDSnOHOUOH, 

Commander,  l',  S.  A'at'y. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  7>.  C, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Colonel  Commandant  V,  8.  Marine 
CorpH,  regtirdiiitj  detail  of  marines. 

Navy  Depautment,  September  .?,  Iti61. 
Detail  a  {ruard  of  thirty  marines  in  eonunand  of  an  ollieer  to  reiM)rt 
to  Commander  Wainwrijiht  as  j>art  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Ellswortli 
under  his  comnmnd. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etv., 

GiDEttN  Welles. 
Colonel  .loHN   Haubis, 

Wd/ihingtoH,  7).  C. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Captain  Craven,  V.  8,  Xaty, 
commanding  Potomac  FlotHl/t,  to  send  the  steamer  Pembroke  to  Boston, 

Maan. 

Navy  I>epartment,  Septcmtwr  3,  ISill. 
Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  ia  a  copy  of  a  note,  written  by  direction  of 
bia  excellency  (joveninr  Andrew,  giving  notice  of  the  sale  of  the  pro- 
peller Pemltrolie  to  private  [)arlie8. 

You  will  please  order  the  I'cmbroke  to  Boston,  as  requestcil. 
I  am,  reMpeetfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

8ecret<irii  of  the  Navy. 
<  'aptain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  FhtilUi,  etAi.,  Potomac  Rirer. 

[Rm'ltMtiirtt.) 

Willard's, 

Washing/ton,  August  x'!>,  ISOI. 
Sib:  His  excellency  Governor  Andrew,  of  M.issaehusetts,  directs 
ine  to  say  to  you  that  he  has  sold  the  |n-opeller  Pembroke  to  private 
parties,  and  respettlally  to  ask  that  she  may  be  ordered  to  lioston  aud 
her  charter  canceled. 

With  high  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

0.  n,  Dalton. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Agaistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  (Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  com- 
maniiing  Potomac  FlotiUa,  to  forward  information  regarding  detention 
of  veHsd  Maturity. 

Navy  Depaetment,  September  .3,  l.^Gl. 
8ni:  Mr.  C.  J.  Noiris,  tbe  owner  of  the  vessel  ciillecl  tbe  Maturity, 
broujjlit  to  tbe  Department  tbe  permit  given  to  bis  ciiptain  August  1), 
and  renewed  August  2tt,  and  stated  tbat  bis  vessel  had  been  turned 
back  without  any  reasons  therefor  being  given.  No  information  has 
reailied  the  Department  in  this  case.  You  will  l>e  pleased,  therefore, 
to  give  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  in  all  similar  cases  apprise  tbe  Dellar^ 
ment  immediately,  in  order  that  proper  explanations  may  be  given  to 
parties  ivsking  them. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wklles. 
Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Vommandlng  Potomac  Flotilla,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  nary  yard,  Wa«hingfon,  to  Captain  Craven, 

U.  S,  Navy,  vontmanding   Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  vesaeU  under 

repair. 

Navy  Yabd,  September  3,  1861. 

Deau  Sib:  T  believe  the  bags  and  hammocks  have  all  been  sent; 
also  5,<K>0  rounds  ff»r  Sharps  ritles  and  Wl  pistols  with  ammunition. 

It  is  not  possible  to  man  the  cutters  and  the  steamers  now  litting. 

The  Cere.i  is  being  pushe<l  forward  and  will  soon  be  ready.  She 
has  been  calked  and  coppered,  etc. 

The  Undrricriter  is  now  on  the  rail  [ways]  and  will  be  thoroughly 
repaired — calked,  copi>ered,  etc. 

Then  comes  the  Island  Belle  (like  the  Ceret),  and  then  the  Anarostia] 
so  you  see  there  is  plenty  to  do. 

The  Ceres  has  the  lightest  gun  above  a  boat  howitzer;  hope  it  will 
not  be  too  heavy. 

We  have  possession  of  Fort  Ellsworth,  and  yesterday  the  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Army  asked  if  I  had  cannon  that  would  reach  Mun- 
Bon's  Hill,  3  miles  oil',  So  I  offered  to  put  a  number  of  rifled  SO-jiound- 
ers  there  on  the  condition  that  I  should  conduct  the  operation ;  not 
ac<'epted  yet. 

The  Savannah  has  been  tired  at  and  I  sent  her  a  ritted  80-pouuder 
last  night. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren. 

[Captain  Thomas  T,  Craven,  U.  .S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Pot-omac  Flotilla.] 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  General  McOlellan,  P.  S.  Army, 
commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  regarding  captured  boy. 

Navy  Dkpartstent,  SejHt^ber  3,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  note  received  by  this  Department, 
from  the  commander  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Penguin.*    The  commandant  of 

*  Seo  p.  653.  "" 
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the  navy  yiird  lias  been  directed  by  telegraph  to  send  the  boy  alluded 

to,  to  you  for  interrotiation. 
Very  resiiectfully, 
I  Gideon  Wklles, 

I  Major-Geiieral  George  B.  McClkllan, 

^^L  Commandiiuj  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Letter  from  the  Sfcrettirj/  of  the  Xiiri/  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Nari/, 
cnmmttndinij  Potomiic  FtotUUi,  trauiimittiitij  rejwrt  of  Major  (ietieral 
lUx,  U.  a.  Army,  rvijartlinij  erprilitlon  to  the  mouth  of  the  J'otomac 
Hirer. 

Navy  Department,  Sfptemher  3,  l8r,j. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  repfirt  of  an  expedition  sent  by 
Major  General  Dix  to  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac. 
1  am  J  respectfully,  etc., 

(iiDKON  Welles, 

j  SfiTftary  of  the  2\'avy.] 
Captain  T.  T.  Cra\-en  fU.  S.  Navy], 

CommandiMj  Potomac  Flotilla. 

[Encloanra.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Pennstltania, 

Haltimorr,  Mil.,  AiiguMifT,  1861. 
General  :  I  advi-^ed  you  on  the  24tli  instant  that  I  had  sent  an  officer 
and  80)116  thirty  men  to  tlie  moutli  of  tiie  Potomac  on  tlie  steamboat 
JliilikJenlins,  to  protect  her  and  make  ob.servations. 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  hin  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obeidieut  servant, 

John  A.  Dix, 
MajorOeneral,  Commanding, 
Major-General  G.  B.  McOlellan, 

Commandiuf/  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

[SubencloBore.] 

Camp  Federal  TTill, 

Baltimore,  Aufimt  21,  1861. 

Sir;  On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  iu  conifdiance  with  sjiecial  order 
No.  I'iA,  1  embarked  with  thirty-four,  rank  and  tile,  of  my  company,  on 
board  the  steamer  JJiKjh  Jeiikinn,  and  accompanied  her  as  a  guard  on 
her  trip  to  Point  Lookout,  St.  Mary's  County,  Md.,  arriving  thereon 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  at  8: 15. 

We  discharged  our  passengers  and  anchored  in  the  stream  till  Fri- 
day morning  at  8  o'clock  on  the  l?3d,  at  which  time  we  again  touche<l  at 
the  <lock,  took  on  our  pas.sengers,  and  left  for  this  city,  arriving  at 
5:45  p.  ni.  same  day. 

The  sentiment  of  the  people  at  Point  Lookout  is  intensely  Southern, 
and  I  was  informed  by  slaves  who  caiue  on  board  to  sell  fruit  that  their 
masters  ottered  every  facility  to  the  rebels  in  the  way  of  inforniatiou 
and  passing  to  an<l  from  the  loyal  States.  Our  anchorage  was  in  tlie 
Potomac  Hiver,  opposite  Coan  lliver.  Vessels  were  passing  in  and  out 
N  AV  u — vol  4 i2 
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close  uttdiT  tlio  Viipiiiia  Klinro  sit  :ill  times  with  jterft'ct  frei'cloin,  there 
bi'iiit;  Tio  blockadiii*;  vessel  at  tlie  iiumth  of  tlie  I'otoinac,  and  I  saw 
uuue  while  we  were  at  Point  Lookout,  or  during  our  frij). 

II.   Dl'HYKA, 

Captain,  Fifth  Renimeni  New  York  State  Volnnlecru, 

LiJ'uteiiiint  J.  E.  Hamhlin, 

Adjulaut  Fifth  Hcgimvnt  Xew  York  State  Volunteers. 


Report  of  Captain  f'rnren,  I',  S.  .Van/,  commaniling  Potomac  Flotilla, 
denying  the  vharije  of  negliijcnve  on  the  part  of  thr  o^cern  of  hix  cow- 
fncinf/. 

U.  S,  S.  Yank>:e,  September  5,  1861. 
8lR;  I  have  the  honor  to  acUuowtedtje  tlie  receijjt  of  your  letter 
of  the  3d  instunt,  with  its  iicconiijunyinfj  eojiy  of  ji  report  of  an  exjte- 
ditiou  sent  by  Major  lirneral  l*ix  to  tlie  mouth  of  the  Pototnac.  Aa 
the  report  of  C'lqitaiii  II.  Diiryea,  New  York  State  Voluuteers,  seems 
to  ininly  that  the  oliieers  of  this  flotilla  arc  negligent  in  the  pertorni- 
auf e  of  tiieir  duties,  and  it  has  apparently  been  endorsed  by  no  less  a 
person  than  (leiieial  MeClellaii,  I  bejj  leave  to  submit  tbe  following 
statement.     Captain  Duryea  in  bis  report  of  tbe  -4tb  August  says: 

Our  nnclinragi:  was  in  tho  I'ot<iiii;ic  Kiver  op|)o8itoConu  Kiver.  Vessels  wero  pftRB- 
ing  ill  ami  out  close  iiuder  tlie\'irgiuiik  slmro  alall  tiiui-M  with  ))erfe('t  freedom,  tber<t 
being  n<>  tilnckailiiig  vessel  at  tliu  inotitli  ol'the  I'otoniao,  and  I  saw  iioni!  wliilu  we 
were  at  Point  Lookout  or  during  our  trip. 

Wbcn  I  was  called  by  your  order  of  tbe  13th  August  to  eoneentrat*  ray 
forces  before  Aquia  Creek,  knowing  that  tbe  seliootiers  Dona,  Jiaile;/, 
and  Cobl)  could  be  of  no  earthly  assistaiii'C  to  me,  1  lelt  them  near  tlie 
mouth  of  the  river,  with  orders  to  walch  elosely  t!ie  movements  of 
rebel  sympatlii/ers,  whom  I  knew  io  be  located  about  Herring  Creek, 
St.  JIary'sI{iver,  and  Point  Lookout.  On  my  tirst  visit  to  Piney  Point, 
after  an  abseiiee  from  there  oi'  about  ten  days,  Acting  Master's  Mates 
Ely  and  Gray  both  informeil  nie  of  the  visit  made  to  Point  Lookout 
by  tho  steamer  Jlift/h  ./oikiitH  ou  tbe  evetdng  of  the  ^Ist  August.  They 
wero  liotb  in  the  vicinity  of  that  point  when  she  lirst  iiuide  ber  appear- 
ance and  there  during  lier  stay,  watching,  not  only  her  movements,  but 
as  usual  that  of  all  other  vessels  passing  up  or  down  the  river,  and 
to-day  ujiou  <|uestioning  those  gentlemen  as  to  the  passiujj  of  vessels 
"close  utuler  tbe  Virginia  shore  at  all  tiines,"  they  state  such  was  not 
the  fact.  I  can  only  attribute  this  misstatement  of  Captain  Duryea's 
to  his  iffuorance  of  nautical  aflairs,  and,  therefore,  inca]  acity  to  dis- 
tinguish a  imtional  cruiser  from  a  wood  barge.  Vessels  passing  4  or 
5  niitea  from  Point  Lookout  minht  to  the  inexperienced  eye  appear  to 
be  close  to  the  Virginia  shore,  wbcn  in  reality  they  would  be  at  least 
3  or  4  miles  distant  frotu  it.  Notwithstanding  tbe  foregoing  statement, 
sir,  I  must  confess  from  what  I  can  learn  that  for  the  past  two  weeks 
there  has  been  an  unusual  amount  of  inten-ourse  between  the  rebels  of 
either  shore  of  the  Potomac,  jiarticularly  from  Matbias  Point  down  as 
far  as  Herring  Creek;  but  situated  as  1  have  been,  with  so  t'v>\v  vessels 
at  my  command,  and  these  few  but  half  etjuipped  and  manned,  it  has 
been  impossible  to  prevent  it.  Yesterday  aiul  today  I  received  an 
accession  to  my  forces  of  two  small  steam  tugs  and  thieo cutters.  The 
steam  tags  have  each  a  small  riHe  cannon,  and  a  crew  of  but  six  or 
seven  meu;  they  arc  totally  unprovided  with  muskets,  ^'i^tols,  pikes, 


■ 
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or  sabers.  The  cutters,  instead  of  being  manned  by  thirteen  or  fifteen 
men,  vvliieh  is  the  least  number  sufficient  to  jnannj;e  them,  Lave  come 
down  with  but  six  and  seven  men.  As  poorly  provided  as  they  are,  I 
liave  been  busy  all  day  in  .stiitinniug  them  at  tlie  most  important  |>oint8 
from  Pope's  Creeli  to  tlie  mouth  i>l"  tlie  river:  At  Pope's  Creek,  a 
steam  tug;  at  Lower  Cedar  Point,  a  cutter;  at  Col)b*s  I'oint,  a  steam 
tug;  Bhikistone's  Island,  a  scliooner,  and  so  on  down;  lour  steam  tugs, 
three  scliooner.s,  and  thice  cutters.  With  (wo  additional  steamers  and 
four  ujore  cutter.s,  properly  arnsed  and  manned,  this  part  of  the  river 
would  be  perfectly  secure  ajraiust  crossings,  aiul  a  large  amount  of  aid 
and  comfort  which  has  hut  recently  accumulated  on  the  Maryland 
shore  would  have  to  seek  some  otlier  outlet  iu  order  to  reach  its  desti- 
nation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servan  t, 

TlIOS.  T.  ('IIAVKN, 

Comviaiulimj  rotoiiutc  FlotilUt. 
Hon.  {.iDKON  Welles, 

Hitcrctary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Rejiort  of  Actinff  lAeitfrnuiii  Walmoitfih,  U,  S.  Xary,  eommatuling  U.  8.  8. 
Union,  avkiwwttdyirKj  tht  Depart tncnVs  ordcm. 

U.  S.  S.  Union, 
Off  Potomac  Creek,  September  J,  JKOl. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknow led {^c  the  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
raeiit-'s  communication  of  the  -d  iustant  oidering  ine  to  report  to  Cap- 
tain Craven  for  the  tem|)orary  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  i'nioH.     I 
reported  to  Captain  Craven  this  morning  in  (»bc<lieiu;e  to  said  order. 
I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  ot  the  Department  to  a  clerical 
error  in  addressing  uio  as  J.  11.  Wataiough. 
Very  respectluUy, 

P.  G.  Watmot^oh, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hod.  Gidkon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naty,  Washington  City,  I).  C 


[Tt*lrgraJU.| 

Navy  Depabtmknt,  September  4,  1861. 
Send  the  SaicUitc  and  Putnam  to  Washington.    The  sailors  tele- 
graphed for  from    New  York  will  be  sent  around  here  from  Boston. 
You  need  send  none. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secnetary. 
Commodore  S.  L.  Breese, 

ConimamJaut  Xtiry  Yard,  New  York. 


Report  of  Acting  Master''^  Mate  Gray,  U.  S.  Xary,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  Bailey,  regarding  reported  breach  of  blockade, 

U.  S.  Schooner  Bailey, 

Potomac  Rircr,  September  1,  7.W/. 
1  received  information  last  night  tliat  a  man  living  in  Pojie's  Creek 
liad  anchored  a  large  sailboat  at  Wicomico  and  hauled  Ucv  ^isvsxWvvsVNft 
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His 


Pope's  (Jrcek  to  convey  passeiigei-H  and  goods  to  Mathias  Poiut 
iiaiue  is  Jobu  I)(Mit;  tlio  boat  is  tailed  the  Liz::ie  Dodgf. 

Tlio  rebels  bave  soldiers  now  at  Hagged  Poiut;  also  at  Cole's  Point, 
a  few  miles  above.  There  are  also  signals  used  almost  every  uigbt 
between  the  two  shores  by  rockets. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  AS.  Lawrence  Gkay, 
Acting  Mastcr'g  Mate,  U.  IS.  S[chooner\  BuUr^, 
Commodore  T.  T.  Craven. 

I'otouiac  Squadron. 


(Telcgnun.]  • 

Navy  Departiient,  September  4,  lf}6J. 
The  Department  desires  you  to  consult  with  General  I W.  li.J  Jlont- 
goinery,  eoiiiuiandiiig  at  Alexandria,  about  boats  crossing  the  river, 
and  to  permit  such  t^  cross  as  he  may  designate. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary  Navy. 
Lieutenant  F.  S.  Haogektv, 

Vonunanding  United  States  Brig  [Perry],  Alexandria,  Va. 


[TclegTsm] 

Alexandria,  September  4,  1S61. 
I  respectfully  state  that  I  bave  received  your  .telegraphic  couimuni- 
cation.    In  ()hedience  to  tbe  order  I  will  consult  with  General  Mon 
gomery  immediately. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  IlAr,GER'TY, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
G.  V,  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  Navy. 


Letter  from  conimaiulont  nary  yard,  Washington,  to  Captain   Craven, 

U,  S.  2<ai'y,   commanding   I'otomav  Flotilla,   regarding  progreas  of 

repairs  to  vessels. 

Navy  Yard,  Sej)tember  4,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  regret  that  you  feel  troubled  by  the  unavoidable  dimi- 
nution of  your  force.  Whiitever  cau  he  done  here  shall  be  done.  The 
Reliance,  Herbert,  and  Pitsey  I  hurry  down  to  join  you  to  night,  and 
two  cutters,  i>erhaps  three,  tlie  difficulty  being  to  man  them.  The 
Navy  now  furuishes  400  men  at.  Fort  Ellsworth,  KiO  to  the  naval  bat- 
tery near  it,  and  detachments  to  the  bridge  and  magazine.  The  instruc- 
tion department  baa  umch  less  than  100  iu  it  and  to  draw  them  off 
soon  is  n<jt  good  policy. 

A  reenforcement  of  men  is  on  tbe  way. 

The  boiler  of  tbe  Ceres  is  not  lliiisbed;  when  it  is  tbe  vessel  will  join 
you.    The  Underwriter  can  not  be  ready  in  less  than  two  weeks,  bu 
the  Island  Belle  will  be,  which  will  add  niaterially  to  your  number. 
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I  waa  anxious  to  have  some  practice  at  Munaou's  Hill,  but  fear  the 
chance  will  not  be  given  me. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

John  A.  DAHLfJREN. 
|('-ui>t4iiu  Thomas  T.  Gbatbn,  U.  S.  Navj', 

Commandin//  PoUimae  Flotilla.] 


Letter  from    Llenicwini   Parler,    U.  S.  Nury,  t>i  Captain  Craven,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Potomav  Flotilla,  rajarding  concealed  arms. 

[Navy  Yaed,  Washington,]  St^fember  4,  1861, 
The  nejfro,  Henry  Young,  who  was  sent  to  tlii.s  yard  from  the  Poto- 
mac Flotillii  on  the  30tli  day  of  August,  reports  that  in  a  barn  on  the 
plantation  of  Captain  Cox,  3  mik>s  from  Chapel  Point  [  Md.],  are  secreted 
a  keg  of  ]K>wder  and  a  sack  of  mnskot  balls.  Youiifi  further  says  that 
Captain  Cox's  colored  overseer  told  him  ho  could  show  him  a  place 
where  many  arms  were  concealed. 

FoxHAXL  A.  Parker. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U,  S.  JVory,  commandinfi  Potomac  Flotilla, 
retjarding  the  impaired  strength  of  hix  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Aquia,  September  1,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  yoar  order  of  the  3d,  I  have  this  day  ordered 
the  steamer  Pembroke  to  j)roceed  to  Boston,  Mass. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  which  by  your  order  was  sent  to  Fortress  Mon- 
roe on  the  [ ]  ultimo,  to  be  absent  for   teu  days,  has   not  yet 

retirrned. 

By  the  withdrawal  of  these  two  vessels,  sir,  although  numerically 
greater,  the  streugth  of  this  dotilla  is  uot  one-half  so  great  as  it  was  two 
weeks  ago. 

Very  r'espeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tqos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S. 
Nary,  eommauding  Potomac  Flotilla,  trannmilting  letter  from  the  pro- 
voKt-martikal  regarding  breaking  of  blockade  in  the  Potomac  River, 

Navy  Department,  September  4,  ISOU 
Sir  :  A  copy  of  a  letter  written  t<^i  the  Department  by  direction  of  the 
provost-marshal  is  herewith  enclosed  for  your  information. 
\'ery  respectf"lly, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Captain  T.  T,  Craven, 

Vommanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
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(Enc-ltwiurt'.j 
IlEADyUABTKKS   CiTT  GUAKD, 

Waxhttit/lon,  Septetuber  4,  ISftl, 
SlB:  By  (lirMstioii  of  the  piovost-marslial,  I  have  tlie  lionor  to  submit 
tlu'  foUowiiij*'  for  tlm  inlbniiatioii  of  tiii'  DcpiirttiH'iit,  viz: 

Crossings  are  made  iii{rlitly  from  MarylaiHl  to  Virj^nia  at  the  month 
of  Breton's  Bay,  8t.  Marv's  IJiver,  rocomokc  I'iver,  auil  Nanticoke 
River. 

I  am,  very  rfspectfiiliy, 

Wm,  W,  Averkll, 

Atmislant  Atljuiani-Uenrral. 
Hon.  Secbetaky  uv  the  Navt. 


OriUr  of  the  AcHmi  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Kavy, 
commanding  Potomne  Flotilla,  requeMtiwj  information, 

Navy  Department,  Scptetuher  i,  J861. 
Silt:  The  Hepartnieiit  is  desirous  of  learning  the  result  of  your  exam- 
inations at  Leiuiardtown,  I'ort  ToT)acco,  etc.,  as  called  for  in  its  letter 
of  the  2-lth  August. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary  Xamf. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Washington,  ]>.  G. 


Reiiort  of  Captain  Craven,  JJ,  8.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  of 
rcconnoi«Hance8  at  Leonardtown  and  I'ort  Tobacco. 


U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 

Off  Pine}/  Point,  September  5,  1/^61. 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  aektioivledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  com- 
muuieatious  of  the  4th  instant,  one  asking  for  a  report  of  the  result  of 
the  examinations  made  at  Lennardtowu,  Port  Tobacco,  etc.,  as  called 
for  by  you  in  yonr  letter  of  the  -tth  August,  the  other  accompanying 
information  from  the  provitst- marshal  relative  to  crossings  made  nightly 
from  Breton's  Bay,  St.  Mary's  Kiver,  etc. 

In  reply  to  the  first,  I  would  respectfully  stale  that  but  two  days 
previous  to  its  recei|)t  tlu-re  was  an  examination  made  under  the  charge 
of  Major  Keynolds,  of  tlie  Marine  Corps,  vvlit*  proceeded  to  these  two 
I»laces  and  to  Pojie's  Creek  with  L'Ot)  nuirines  in  tlie  Mannt  Virnon, 
He  was  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  llarrell,  in  the  Free- 
born. Major  l{eyuohls  reported  to  me  verbally  that  he  ccjuhl  discover 
nothing  at  either  of  these  places.  The  positi<ins  named  in  your  letter 
of  the  li4th  August  were  thoroughly  scarcliwl,  and  so  was  every  place 
likely  to  contain  concealed  arms  or  supjtlies  for  the  rebels,  hut  without 
being  able  to  discover  anything. 

On  the  'Mst  of  July  I  had  myself  been  at  Leouardtown  in  search  of 
these  two  jneces  of  cannon,  and  reiK>rted  the  result,  to  the  lte])artutent 
on  the  1st  of  August.  A  few  days  since  that  time,  and  only  a  few  days 
after  the  search  made  by  Major  Keynolds,  1  was  infonned  by  three  or 
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fotir  different  jmi'ties  tliiit  the  gmis  in  f|iiesti()ii  li!i<l  been  at  Tieoiiard- 
town,  but  about  t!ie  middle  of  July  they  were  removed  baek  toward 
the  Piitiixeiit  Hiver. 

I  aui  aware,  sir,  that  I  should  have  made  a  fill!  Rtateineiit  of  these 
facts  to  you  attlietitTie  ol'  tlieir  ()e<MMTeiH'e,  but  I  was  then  so  absorbed 
in  the.  task  assi};iipd  tne  by  an  order  from  the  Department  of  the  13th 
An^'ust,  recjuirin;;'  the  eoneentration  of  all  my  forces  before  Aquia 
('reek  for  the  jmriior^e  of  jueventing:  the  enemy's  erossiiijf  the  river, 
that  1  overl<M)ked,  jierhaps,  many  thii)<rs  of  minor  iniportauee. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Tudti.  T.  Craven, 
Vovimandiiifi  Potomac  Flotilla. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

AsginUint  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wuxhiiujkm. 


Letter  from  the  Actiruj  Secrt-tarii  uf  the  Kurii,  forirarding  information 
rei/ardiny  brviieh  <f  tilockode. 

Navy  Dkpautmiont,  September  IS,  1861. 
Sin:  The  following  is  sent  for  yoiu'  iuformatioo: 

Wahhinoton,  1).  C,  September  a,  ISdl. 
I  Imvi'  thw  honor  tn  ropiirt  that  I  have,  wIiiIb  on  gtiiirJ,  recoiveil  reliable  informa- 
tion thiit  iiiinilierM  of  |ict801im  nrr  rmssing  the  Potmnar  from  Maryland  to  Virginia 
nightly  at  l'<)|ii^'s  (rrck.     I'hey  nse  punts  or  low  dnekinir  hoats,  by  which  a  jternon 
IH  enahleri  to  pii.sg  witliiu  i\  .--hort  ili.stance  uf  a  sentiiitl  without  buinf;  obai-rved. 
\'Bry  rebpectfiijly, 

Wm.  Flktcukr, 
Sergeanl  uf  Guard,  Alexandria  .Stramboal, 

The  CouMAMUiNo  (1ki'h.:kii,  ItAi-rAUoN,  Eighth  iNVANTRy. 


Very  respeetfally, 


Commander  T.  T.  CilATEN, 

Commanding  Votomtic  Flotilla. 


G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  McCrea,  if.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Jacob 
Belt,  of  the  retiult  of  .an  inspection  of  the  Virginia  cooHi. 

V.  S.  8.  Jacob  Bell,  September  ii,  18i:i. 
8lK:  In  obe<liem'e  to  yiuir  order  of  this  date.  I  made  a  thorough 
inspection  of  tlie  coast  of  Virginia  from  oi>]io8ite  the  auehorage  as 
far  as  Indian  Head.  I  saw  no  batteries,  mounted  or  dismouiited  ijuns, 
and  no  ebanjies  on  the  said  coast.  I  saw  six  men  near  a  house  ou  the 
beach  opposite  .Sandy  Toint.  1  cnmmuuicated  with  the  Penguin,  but 
received  no  intelli<feiiee  of  any  monient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  McCbea, 
Lieutenant,  Vommandituj. 
Commander  Benjamin  M.  1)o\'E, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Potomac  Flotilla. 
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[Telegniu.) 

Alexandria,  September  n,  ifiGL 

General  Montpomery,  commanding  Alcxantlria,  understands  the  ferry 

line  has  bt*en  closed  by  order  of  the  hoiionible  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

(Mtizens  liere  are  anxious  to  have  it  reestablished  for  market  purposes; 

inck^,  public  interest  would  be  promoted  thereby.     Will  the  Secretary 

aiitboriite  its  reestablislimeut  between  here  and  Maryland? 

W.  U.  Montgomery, 
Brigadier-  General^  Vom  manding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[TclegnuD.] 

Navv  Defartjient,  September  6,  1S61. 
The  Department  has  no  objection  to  the  rerry  line  beiup  reopenetl 
upon  such  terms  as  yourself  and  the  coinmaDding  naval  officers  may 
agree  upon. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Brigadier-General  Montcjomery,  U.  8.  Army, 

Alexandria^  Ya. 


Report  of  Commander  Dove,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Pocahontaa, 
of  the  Hhefiing  <>/  the  Virginia  shore  opposite  Sandy  Point,  Md.,  by  the 

U.  8.  S.  Kenoiuti: 

tJ.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  September  7,  ]861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  Resolute  flred  three  shells  (one  of  which 
bnrsl)  at  a  house  on  the  Virginia  shore  nearly  opposite  Sandy  Point, 
known  as  West's  farm,  on  lier  way  up  the  river  this  morning. 
KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjn.  M.  Do-vt:, 

Commander. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  I'otvmax;  Flotilla^  U.  8,  8,  Yankee, 


Tjetter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  A'ary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8. 
Nary,  cofnma  tiding  I'otomoc  Flotilla,  transmitting  letter  from  the  i^uar- 
termaster-GeneraVs  Department  regarding  purchase  of  steamers, 

Nava'  Depaetment,  September  7,  1861. 
SrR:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  iuforination  an  extract  from  a  letter 
addressed  by  the  (JuartermasterGeueral  of  the  Army  to  Major-Genenil 
McClellau  in  relation  to  two  vessels  whicli  the  former  has  purchased, 
one  of  which  it  is  pro]H)Bed  to  station  in  the  creek  at  Port  Tobacco. 
1  am,  respectfully,  ete., 

G.  V.  Pox, 
Acting  8e4^etary  Navy. 
Captuin  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac;  Flotilla.. 
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[  KDcIasare.— EitmcL  ] 

QuabtermasterGenebal's  Office, 

Wajihington  City,  September  3,  1861. 

I  have  ordered  the  luircliase  of  the  BuUooii.  and  Ihiffk  Jenkiua,  two  of 
tlic  tlireo  Biiltitiiorw  ntcamljoats,  the  jiurtdiase  of  which  you  hitely  rec- 
((iiiiuL'uded.  Tbey  neeil  some  slight  repairs  and  will  be  oi'deri'd  here  as 
soon  as  ready.  Mr.  Tucker,  ()f  Philadt'lithia,  who  has  t'oiiiliicted  the 
negotiation  for  theui,  advisee  that  one  of  them  be  armed  aii<l  put  into 
the  creek  at  Port  Tobacco,  from  which  place  he  say-s  he  kuows  that  a 
large  trade  is  carried  on  with  Virginia. 

He  knows  of  overtures  being  made  to  persons  in  Philadelphia  to 
embark  in  this  trade  as  profitable  and  safe;  dark  nights  and  foggy 
days  cover  it. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  put  a  small  vessel  there  before  these  are  made 
ready  t    I  presume  that,  though  bought  by  the  (inartermaster,  these 
vessels  will  bo  armed  by  the  Navy  ami  at  this  uavy  yard.    •     •     • 
Eesi)ectfu]ly,  your  obedieut  servant, 

M.  O.  Meigs, 
Quartermaster-  General. 
Miyor-Geueral  G.  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  General. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  U.  S.  JVary,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Penguin,  acknowledging  receipt  of  orders  from  the  Department. 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 
Potomac  Flotilla,  September  S,  1S61. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  orders  for  the 
tcmi»orary  eomnmnd  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Peiii/inn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  a.  Bl'DD, 
Acting  Lieutenant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

!Secrvlury  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hingtori,  City, 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S. 
Nnvi/,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  reported  movements  of 

the  Vonfederateg. 

Navy  Department,  September  8, 1861. 
Sir  :  I?«port8  from  scouts  on  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac  represent 
a  eoiieentration  of  the  enemy  about  and  near  Uecoquau  Creek.     I  have 
dispatched  a  telegram  to-day  to  have  the  Seminole  sent  up  at  once  to 
report  to  you. 

Ver"  truly, 


Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Flotilla  in  Potomac. 


G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 
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Comntun Iration  from  the  Acting  SecriUtri/  of  the  Navy  to  (Japtoin  Craven, 
r.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Futomac  Flotilla,  riyarding  cooperation  of 
the  Army. 

Navv  bEPART>rENT,  September  S,  ]8€l. 
SiE:  I  liavejnst  seen  the  chief  of  Geueral  MctJlellivii's  stnfl',  mid  ho 
jiifonns  iiu',  that  onoicgiitieiitof  foot  and  a  squadron  of  horse  have  been 
disputohed  to  Piscataway,  and  another  Hiinihir  force  to  Upjier  Marl- 
borou;,di,  and  that  they  liave  orders  to  seotir  the  eoiiiities.  Tlie  fjeneral 
reijuests  that  you  will  convey  the  earliest  iiiforniatiou  of  any  attempt  iit 
croKsinp. 

Tlie  steauier  tliat  takes  this  goes  on  to  Hampton  Roads  for  the  Si^m- 
iniiti-  ami  tuj^  h'rxciir,  to  be  sejit  to  you,  and  men  enough  to  man  all  the 
lauiR'hes  shoidd  arrive  within  twenty-four  hours.    The  ferryboat  to 
accouiniodati',  them  will  probably  arrive  Wednesday. 
Very  respectfully,  elc, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commundinii  Potomac  Flotilla. 


"Report  of  Actimj  Manterx  Mate  Beniricl;  U.  S.  Nari/,  eomi)ianding  U.  8. 

tug  E.  H.  Herbert,  of  Hhetlin(f  ti  light  on  the  \'injinia  siton: 

Steaji  Tug  Hkrbert, 
tSioiday  Morning,  September  8,  1861. 
Sir:  My  coal  will  not  last  more  than  two  days  longer.    None  on  the 
way  from  riiila4lelphia  for  (Jovernment  as  I  learn. 

I  )uit  out  a  revolving  lifjht  very  suddenly  on  Friday  morninp,  3  a.  m., 
on  the  Virginiii  shore.  I  watehed  it  for  two  hours;  it  worked  beautifully. 
Two  Uiiiou  shells  made  it  disappear  very  suddenly.    1  want  coal. 

Cu  Alt  Lies  Bentrick, 

Mmlerh  Mate,  in  Charge. 
Captain  John  A.  Dahlgren. 


Report  of  Captain   Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  distribution  of  vesseln. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  September  9,  1861. 

Siii;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  Ttth,  (ith,  ?th,  and  Sth  instant. 

1  have  this  day  stationed  olf  Oceoquan  Creek  the  steamers  Petiguin-, 
Voeahontnii,  Jacob  Bet!,  Yanhcc,  Rcliattce,  Tigreas,  James  Murray,  and 
[F.  Jl.]  Herbert,  and  four  cutters.  OH"  Aquia  are  stationed  the  [  Thomas] 
Freeborn,  Ice  Boat,  I'aion,  and  Retmlutc,  aud  two  launches.  Below 
Lower  (leder  Point  there  are  only  three  schooners  to  watch  the  coast 
thence  as  far  as  Point  Lookout. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  T.  Cuave.n,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assintant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Patiition,  U.  S.  Nnrp,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  ReUane 
(Ice  Boat),  regard ing  fufiiti re  aluveg. 

U.  S.  S.  Rei.kask, 
Off  Potomac  Creek,  Septcmher  1(>,  1st;]. 

Bra:  James  Minor,  George  Wasliiiigtoii,  and  Siimui'l  Btinn,  slaves, 
belonging  to  Plielau  [ Fielding j  Lewi«,  of  Viiginia,  who  is  at  j)re8ent 
acting  with  the  rebels,  cauie  off  from  tlie  Virginia  shore  yesterday  iua 
small  boat  and  were  picked  up  by  tln^  I'nion  and  delivered  to  nie. 

Thia  morning  at  daylight  a  slave  by  the  name  of  James  Lawson, 
belonging  to  John  Tayloe,  of  King  George  County,  Va.,  came  along8i<le 
the  Union  and  was  transferred  tome.  This  man  states  that  his  master 
is  a  eolonel  in  the  rebel  Army. 

I  send  the  four  above  named  to  yon  by  the  tug  Tigress. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Pattison, 

Lieutenant,  CommandiHg. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

VommandiHg  Potomae  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S,  Nary,  commanding  /'.  S.  S.  Pooa- 
hontait.  regarding  the  blnckude  of  the  Potomac. 

r.   S.    S.    roOAHONTAS, 

Sq)teml>er  11,  ISiil. 

Sir:  When  the  moon  went  down  last  night  I  sent  our  launc-h  in 
toward  High  Point  with  orders  to  keej)  a  lookout  that  no  boats  i»a«sed 
(dose  inshore.  This  morning  the  coxswain  in  charge  rejuu'ts  tiiat  near 
niidniglit  he  discovered  a  large  boat  (■otning  from  the  direction  of  the 
Occotjunu  l»iver  toward  High  Point.  He  pulled  in  and  the  lK)ats  <Tew 
seeing  our  hiunch  jMilted  back.  81ie  pnlled  very  fast,  and  though  he 
tried  to  get  his  gun  to  hear,  she  was  ont  of  sight  inside  ttn^  point  before 
he  succeeded.  As  ytai  remarked  a  day  nr  two  since,  shuuld  they  attemjit 
a  cioasing  tliey  would  be  likely  to  jmll  up  close  under  the  land  to  Hal 
lowing  Point  [Va.J,  and  then  cross  tu  the  creek  which  makes  up  at 
Chapman's  Point  (Md.|,  within  a  very  short  distance  of  the  road  lead- 
ing to  I'iscatavvay.  Tlie  head  of  the  creek  is  also  but  a  short  distance 
froHi  the  head  of  Mattawoman  Creek. 

When  a  boat  goes  down  to  Aquia  Creek,  can  1  be  permitted  to  senrl 
down  the  launch  now  here  and  take  the  launch  originally  belonging  t^ 
this  vessel,  which  is  now  at  the  Fice/wrM,andin  which  are  some  articles 
belonging  to  the  crew  of  this  tauncht 

Should  there  be  a  smoothbore  lli  pounder  howitzer  available,  it  would 
add  to  this  vessel's  efliciency  to  mount  it  on  the  tield  carriage  which  we 
have  on  the  poo[)  deck,  our  l:i[pounderj  being  mounted  on  the  boat  car- 
riage on  the  topgallant  forecastle. 

The  crew  of  the  vessel  are  short  three  ordinary  seamen  and  two  or 
three  messenger  boys,  which  can  be  had  from  the  Freeborn,  they  wishing 
to  transfer  thenr.  Kven  could  we  have  three  howitzers  on  tield  car- 
riages they  could  be  nionnted  astern  with  advantage. 

1  tiud  that  some  time  :igo  Mr.  liiidd  took  Mr.  Page  over  to  Dr.  Stew- 
art's (once  if  not  nftener)  to  see  one  of  Mr.  Stewart's  daughters,  to  wliom 
he  is  engaged;  that  Dr.  Stewart  told  Commander  Dove,  who  went  iu 
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nndcr  a  flag  of  truce,  that  lio  wished  Mr.  Budd  to  discontiniip  coming 
tluTt',  as  he  feared  that  some  of  the  neighbors  might  kill  liim,  and  he 
would  not  wish  thiit  to  haiipen  on  hia  property.  I  return  enclosed  the 
or<ler  marked  eontidontial.  Commander  Dove  a]>i)eared  to  be  wholly 
ignorant  of  any  cause  for  arrest,  and  said  that  he  was  cntrrely  innocent 
of  any  action  or  thought  which  c<mld  justify  it 

As  far  as  I  can  Judge  tlius  far,  this  vessel  is  in  a  very  eflScient  state, 
and  their  pivot  gun,  which  has  just  been  exercised,  is  bandied  admir- 
ably. 

Some  time  sinc<'  Lieutenant  Magaw  applied  for  the  command  of  the 
Undcnrrifer,     lie  is  now  the  senior  without  command  in  the  flotillu. 
Respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

R.  U.  W^-MAN, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Captain  T.  T.  CRAVEN, 

Co  III  mil  ml  iny  Potomac  Flotilla, 


Report  of  Captain  Crarcn,  U.  S.  N^ary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Jorirartlinfi  information  regnrding  hattenj  under  conntriietion  by  tlic 
Oonfed«rateM  on  Mathian  Point. 

U.  S.  S,  Yankee,  September  11,  1S61. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  last  evening  on 
board  the  Yankee  of  four  contrabands  trom  Virginia,  three  of  whom, 
viz.,  JamcH  Minor,  (icorge  Washington,  ami  Samuel  Bonn,  belong  to 
]'h»'liin  |I'ieklingj  Lewis,  who  resides  on  the  IJapjtahanuock  River. 
Till'  fourth,  James  Lawson,  a  house  servant,  belonging  to  John  Tayloe, 
of  King  (ieorge  County,  Va,,  a  colonel  in  the  rebel  Army,  is  quite  an 
intelligent  man,  stales  that  the  rebels  are  building  a  battery  at  Mathias 
Point,  for  which  there  are  now  in  Fredericksburg  seven  guns,  three  of 
'J-iuch  bore,  and  the  rest  are  from  8  to  7A-incb  bore.  They  intend  to 
convey  these  guns  tn  Hop  Yard  Wharf,  which  is  li  miles  above  Cherry 
Point,  on  tlie  Hii])pabaiinock,  and  from  thence  across  to  Mathias  Point, 
80  that  they  will  have  them  the  day  the  battery  is  prepared,  and  they 
will  clear  the  trees  ott'  in  front  of  the  battery  as  soon  as  it  is  fully 
equippeil.  The  statement  of  this  man  is  similar  to  that  I  have  received 
from  other  sources.  He  also  says  tliey  have  700  militia  encamjyed  6 
miles  back  fiom  Mathiiis  Point,  on  Machodoc  Creek,  and  LMHHI  men  on 
Potomac.  Creek.  I  will  send  them  by  the  tlrst  oppttrtuiiity  to  the  uavj' 
yard,  there  to  await  the  disposition  of  the  Department. 
A'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TUO.S.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waslmigton. 


[Tvlugnun.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washinoton,  D.  0.],  Septemher  11, 1861. 
The  ^eminolc  and  Rescue  have  joined  the  flotilla.    There  is  a  report 
that  the  TigreHx  was  sunk  last  night  by  a  steamer  supposed  to  be  State 
of  Maine,  but  have  no  certain  information  of  it. 

J.  A.  Dahlguen. 
Navv  Department. 
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[Xelegrain.] 

Navy  Yard  (Washington,  D.  ('.],  Septitmber  ii,  iSGl. 
A  good  deal  of  siuoko  from  tiring  seen  to-niglit  otf  Munson's  mil  [  Viv.Jj 
the  sound  beard,  too;  troops  skirmiyhing  probably. 

J.  A.  Dahlubun. 
Navy  Department. 


r 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budtl,  U.  8.  JVary,  commnndim/  U.  S.  8, 
Feiiguin,  transmitting  enelomiri: 

U.  S.  S,  Penguin, 
Potomac  FlvtUUi,  Septemher  li,  1801. 
Sir:  Herein  I  forward  some  iiifonnivtion  procured  by  the  officer  iu 
charge  of  the  steam  vessel  Ilfrbert. 

Bespeetfully,  your  obedient  aervaut, 

Thos.  a.  Budd. 

Comiuodore  T.  T.  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

[Encluaare.] 

On  Tuesday,  September  10, 1  saw  a  small  sloop  niider  cover  of  niglit 
run  iutit  »  creek  near  my  anchorage  and  manned  the  boat  and  |)iirsued 
him.  He  appeared  well  acquainted  with  the  ships  of  the  llotilla,  and,  iu 
answer  to  some  questions,  .stated  that  there  is  iu  Tope's  Creek  a  ixtat  that 
did  belong  to  the  liglit-ship  that  was  burned  some  time  since.  Said  boat 
is  used  by  an  individual  at  the  creek  in  transporting  sundry  articles 
across  to  the  Virginia  shore.  A  few  days  since  a  wagonload  of  boots 
and  shoes  and  niail  matter  were  sent  across.  This  inforaiation,  if  deemed 
of  any  importance  £rom  such  a  source,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.    liENTKlCK, 

Steam  Tug  E.  E.  Herbert. 


Report  nf  Lieutenant  Wynian,   U.  f>.  Xary,  commanding   IT.  8.  8.  Poca- 
hontajs,  rvgardimj  boats  concealed  in  creeks. 

U.   S.   8.   POCAnONTAS, 

September  13,  1861. 

Sir:  In  a  creek  which  makes  up  just  below  Freestone  Point  I  have 
seen  this  atternoon,  for  the  tirst  time,  the  three  masts  of  a  longboat  and 
tlie  single  mast  of  another  boat. 

This  creek  has  its  entrance  below  Freestone  Point,  but  makes  up  (as 
the  pilot  says)  to  the  northward,  the  boats  being  seen  over  the  luw  land 
above  Freestone  Point.  1  am  inclined  to  believe  that  there  is  a  cjcek 
making  iu  just  to  the  northward  of  the  point. 

The  masts  of  these  boats  have  agaiu  been  taken  down,  so  it  may  be  that 
there  are  many  more  in  this  creek  that  are  concealed  by  the  land.  It  has 
occurred  to  me  that  the  "  varmisits"  might  try  and  spring  a  tire  shij)  on  us 
out  of  some  of  these  creeks,  but  I  will  look  out  for  these  two  entrances 
with  the  tug  and  launch.  Sending  aloft,  three  boats  can  be  seen  in  this 
creek,  two  large  and  oue  small.    Above  and  over  the  sandy  beach  which 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

makes  inHide  of  Ilifjli  I'oiiit  toward  Occoquiin  River,  a  l(»upboat  is  vis- 
ible, Lauled  u]>,  aiul  souie  six  to  eight  men  appear  to  be  woi'kiiig  ou  ber. 
lte8i>octrully, 

R.  H.  Wymax, 
Lieutenant,  Commandinii. 
Captain  T.  T.  Ceaven. 

f  P.  S.  j — I  have  just  received  Mr.  Fo.x'a  reprimand,  which  I  look  upon  as 
entirely  HiicaUcd  for  atnl  unjust.  I  enchise  tlie  acknowledgment  of  it, 
which,  if  you  consider  necessary,  please  sen<l,  if  not,  tear  it  up.  I  am 
very  soi  ly  that  Mr.  llowison  is  detached  \  that  leaves  us  but  one  regular 
oflicer,  Mr.  Magaw,  (irst  lieutenant,  and  tlie  pivot  gun  here  requires 
more  knowledge  than  these  acting  masters  possess,  though  I  think  that 
Mr.  Parker  will  do  very  well  at  it. 

Could  the  LUreH  go  far  enough  into  the  bay  to  make  out  anything  of 
their  niovementsT 


Report  of  vomntandant  nary  yard,  N^eic  York,  of  the  departure  of  regaela 
from  that  station  for  the  Potomai-  Fiotilla. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  September  13, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  departure  this  day  for  Wafihingtou  of  the 
following  vessels,  viz:  Propeller  Valley  City,  Lieutemmt  Commanding 
J.  C,  Cha|>liu;  steam  tug  iSateUite,  Acting  Master  Spinney;  steam  tug 
General  Fntnam,  Acting  Master  ilotclikiss. 

I  enclose  herewith  tht^  muster  roll  of  the  steamer  Vnlley  City.     I  have 
directed  the  accounts  of  the  crews  of  the  tSaielUie  and  I'lttnam  to  be 
transferred  to  the  a<'ting  paymaster  of  the  flotilla  in  the  Potomac. 
Very  resiMJctfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

SAja.  L.  Breese, 

Comvtandant. 
Hon.  GiuKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Sary,  Wufihinfiton. 

P.  S. — I  have  only  put  on  hoard  each  of  these  vessels  twelve  men. 


Letter  from  th«  Acting  Secretary'  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  U,  S. 
Nary,  commandiny  Potomac  Flotilhi,  tranHinittiuy  enclosure  urging 
increaned  rviitriction.f  to  vonnnunicdtion  rm  Mathian  Point. 

Navy  DeparTjMENT,  September  13,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  commnnieation  for  your  informa- 
tion, re  fcri-ed  tothisltepnrtuient  by  Ma)(M--(jeneral  McClellan.  in  regard 
to  the  transit  of  uewspaiters  into  Virginia  by  way  of  Mathiaa  Foiut. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Oaptiiin  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Washington. 


[EnGloMDre.] 

Clkrk's  Offick, 
Haoemtoicn,  Awjust  31,  1861. 
Dkab  Sm:  T  (iislike  very  ranch  to  be  obtrudiiifj  so  tVcfUU'iitly  u|>(iii 
your  iittpiitioii,  tint  ii  mattiT  hits  come  tc»  my  kiiowiwlye  recently  tliiit 
were  I  not  to  disclose  it  1  should  feel  tliat  I  was  derelict  iu  my  duty  as 
a  tfood  citi/.cii. 

1  Icani  friiiu  a  greiitleman  Just  returued  from  Iiichmon<l,  ^'a.,  that  tlie 
Baltiuuu-e  pajteis  ure  receivctl  there  almost  as  pcpnlai'ly  and  ])romjitly 
aa  they  are  here  iu  Haj^erstowii,  ami  that  they  cross  at  Mathias  I'oiut. 
The  fjeiitleuiau  from  whom  1  derived  tins  information  has  been  to 
Richmond,  by  ])ernn8sion  of  our  (ioverument,  on  a  mission  of  mercy, 
to  obtain  the  release  of  a  prisoner  who  hnd  liillen  into  the  hatids  of  the 
rebels  while  General  Patterson's  division  was  at  Charlestowu;  and  my 
informant  was  only  defeated  in  his  errand  by  the  apjiearaTice  iu  Itieh- 
mond  one  morning  of  the  Baltimore  Ameri<'an  and  8un,  containing  a 
notice  of  its  (his]  visit  and  its  object. 

I  ilo  not  know,  of  course,  that  your  Department  is  aware  of  this  point 
.of  transit  for  the  newspapers  of  Baltimore,  and  therefore  make  this 
communication  for  what  it  is  worth.  A  much  clo.ser  watch  than  that 
heretofore  observed  must  be  inaugurated  so  as  to  jH-event  all  interrom- 
nuinication  between  us  and  the  rebels,  or  our  plans  will  be  constantly 
liable  to  be  frustrated. 

With  great  regard,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Isaac  Nehbitt. 
Hon.  M.  Blaie, 

Puslmanter-  Oeneral. 


Letter  from  comTuandant  nari/  }i»r<I,  Washington,  to  Captain  Craven, 
U.  S.  Xavy,  commanding  i'otomae  Flotilla,  requesting  convoy  for  coal 
schooner. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  September  13,  18(11. 
Sir:  Yon   will   perceive  by  the  endosed   that  the  schooner  John 
Lenthall  has  a  cargo  of  co.il  shipiied  by  the  navy  agent  to  the  llag- 
officer  at  Fortress  iMonroe. 

If  perfectly  convenient  to  do  so,  will  you  please  give  her  a  convoy  to 
the  uiouth  of  the  river,  as  I  have  uo  vessel  at  coiumaud  to  send  so  far 
with  her. 

Very  respei-tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant. 
Captain  T.  T.  Oraten, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Flotilla,  Potomac  River. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  U,  S.  Xary,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Penguin,  relative  to  mocements  of  resseU  on  the  Potomac  River. 

U,  8.  8.  Penouin, 
Potomac  Flotilla,  Septimher  13,  ISGl. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  a  short  time  before  midnight  a  howitzer 
was  tired  down  the  rivei  and  two  blows  trom  a  steam  whistle  iieard.     I 
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at  oiu'o  unsliiicklcd  crliaiii  and  prepared  to  po  to  her  assistaune,  suppos- 
ing it  to  bo  th(?  Herbert.  Suuii  alter  a  tug  hove  in  sight  witli  a  htiiuch 
in  tow,  and  although  haileil  freeiueiitly  by  me  and  a  musket  fired  no 
rei)Iy  was  given  exeejtt  two  blows  from  her  whistle.  I  thought  I  rec- 
ognized her  to  be  the  Renolute.  Please  instinct  me  whether  I  am  to 
allow  these  vessels  to  pass  under  like  c;ircuuiHtan<:es  or  whether  1  am 
to  enforce  an  answer  to  my  hail. 

About  1  o'clock  a.  m,  it  was  reported  to  mo  that  exhaust  steam  was 
heard  toward  the  \'irginia  shore  and  a  dim  light  seen.  1  watched  very 
closely  the  jtosition  designated,  but  .naw  nor  heai'd  nothing,  else  1  should 
have  reconnoitered.  This  morning,  however,  the  tug  JameH  Mumiij 
was  seen  at  daylight  anchored  between  us  and  Cockjut  Point.  Her 
ofticer  stated  that  he  had  been  instructed  to  watch  for  two  boats  that 
hail  been  seen  under  Freestone  Point.  He  had  therefore  evidently  mis- 
taken his  position. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  A.  BuDD, 
Acting  Lieuten/int,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

Captain  T.  T.  Obaven,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

My  instrnctioiia  to  the  captain  of  the  Herbert  are  to  allow  no  vessels 
to  pass  up  at  night  uulesjj  in  the  Goverumeut  service.     Is  this  correctt 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Ifary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  aeknoicledglng  receipt  of  reports. 

Navy  Dkpaktmknt,  Se])temher  13,  JS61. 
Stk:  The  Department  has  duly  received  your  uomniunications  of  the 
Ist,  2d,  3d,  4th,  two  of  the  .^th,  7th,  9th,  and  11th  instant. 

An  extract  of  your  re])ort  of  the  flth,  relative  to  the  expedition  sent 
by  General  Dix  to  tin'  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  has  been  transmitted  to 
Ma,jor-GeHeral  McOlellau,  with  u  request  for  liini  to  forward  it  to  Geu- 
eral  Dix. 

I  am.  respectfully,  your  obetlient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary  Navy. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

t'ommanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 


Report  of  Captain  Craren,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla^ 
regarding  escaped  United  Staten  prUonem, 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  September  13,  ISfil. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  Uy  inform  you  that  the  freight  steamer  Jameg 
Jerome  put  on  board  ()f  this  vessel  three  gentlemen  of  «iur  volnnteera, 
who  say  they  were  captured  at  the  battle  of  Hull  Kun,  and  who  made 
their  escape  from  Richmond  on  the  5th  instant. 

I  have  sent  them  up  to  the  navy  yard  in  the  Resolute  to  be  ttirued 
over  to  the  care  of  Captain  Dahlgreu. 
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Tbeir  Tiamcs  arc  W.  H.  Itaynor,  lifuteiiaiit,  First  Tteginifiit  Ohio  Vol- 
uuteers;  Joliii  U.  Hurd.captuiii.ScL'ontl  Kfiitucky  Volunteers;  diaries 
.1.  Murpliy,  lieiiteiuuit  and  quartermaster,  Tliii'ty-eiglith  New  York 
Volunteers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
GommatuHiii/  I'otomnc  Flotilla. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Lrtler  from  the  Acting  Secret  uri/  of  the  Nar;/  to  Captain  Crarcn,  U.S. 
Nary,  vniiutaiiditig  Potomac  Flotilla,  trannmitting  information  rei/ard- 
iiuj  Confederate  batterien. 

Navy  Department,  September  13, 1861. 
Siu:  TUe  enclo.sed  paper  is  sent  for  your  information. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary. 
Commander  T.  T.  Craven. 

Cvmiiitinding  I'otomae  Flotilla. 

[KnrliMDni.] 

Tlie  Kichmond  Examiner  of  the  0th  aays,  before  many  hours  the 
Potoraiic  will  be  efl'ectujilly  closed  by  powerful  batteries.  The  chief  of 
ordnance  in  Virginia  is  res])ondinn  to  the  call  for  all  the  field  artillery. 
The  ICxamincr  also  says  that  ten  batteries  arc  imw  ready  for  immediate 
ttnty,  and  that  ci{;ht  or  ten  more  could  soon  be  yot  ready. 

The  Examiner  further  remarks  that  President  Davis  basso  far  recov- 
erc<l  from  his  recent  severe  illness  aa  to  take  an  airing  in  a  carriage  on 
Saturday. 

It  it  stated  in  the  j)aper8  that  Captain  Buchanan,  late  U.  S.  Navy,  is 
engaged  in  erecting  a  battery  near  the  White  House. 


Report  of  Captain  Graven,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
urging  prompt  action  to  prevent  the  closing  of  the  Potomac  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Indian  Bead,  September  11,  1861. 
Sra :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu- 
nication of  yesterday,  with  its  enclosed  extract  from  the  Kichmond 
Examiner. 

The  information  contained  in  this  paper  coincides  with  all  1  have 
been  able  to  pick  up  since  jiiining  this  flotilla,  and  1  am  fully  satisfied 
_  that  there  is  much  tntth  in  it. 

■  Unless  something  is  speedily  done  to  protect  the  channels  at  Mathias 

I  and  Wliitestone  points  |  House]  the  Potomac  Kiver  may  lie  soonei'  and 
I  more  effectually  closed  thau  seems  to  be  apiirehended  by  authorities  in 
I         Washington. 

I  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^L  Thouas  T.  Craven, 

^^y  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

^^       Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

^^^               Acting  Secretat^  of  th«  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
^^fc  N  \v  u — vol  4 43 
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Report  of  Actinn  Maxter'x  Mate  Frank,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  B. 
Kchooner  IJoirell  Cobb,  of  the  operatwmi  of  hh  vesnel  from  September 

<J-ll,  IS/Jl. 

U.  S.  ScnooNKE  Howell  Cobb, 

Potomac  Hirer,  September  14,  1861. 

Sin:  This  ih  h  ]iurt  of  my  work  th:it  [  bave  j>erformed  sine*  9th  of 
tJiis  prcKciit  iiKiiitli. 

September  10. — I  went  on  shore  ;it  Le<lowt>8  Ferry,  Mr.  Henry  Ffrgn- 
soii's,  aud  Iwirru'd  tluit  tliere  was  a  boat  tliere,  [in]  which  ho  had  been 
coiiveyiii};  men  ncross  the  river  to  Virfjiiiia;  so  1  tooii  her  in  charge  and 
kejjt  her  nntil  Kri<lay,  Jdth  (WthJ,  and  she  proved  to  leak  very  badly; 
so  I  liail  her  cut  up. 

Sejitember  Jo'. — I  took  three  men  on  board  from  r>ower  Cedar  Point, 
wlio  were  fugitives  from  Itichmond,  taken  at  tlie  battle  of  Manassas, 
from  their  stat^-ment,  viz;  First,  Quartermaster  Tliarles  .).  Murphy,  of 
the  Thirty-eightli  Regiment  New  York  \'olnnteera;  Second,  Captain 
J.  H.  llurd,  Second  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Scott  Life  Guaitls; 
Third,  Lieutenant  W.  II.  Raynor,  First  Ohio  Regiment. 

I:!th, — I  took  a  rceonnoissance  anil  found  one  of  tlie  best  boats  that 
liaslieencajitiired  for  thense<d"  tlic  seeesh  |  tojcross  toMathias  Point,  It 
was  Itelonging  to  Mr.  (ieorgc  Dent.  The  b*)at  was  used  on  the  ll-'tli  at 
night.  She  carried  over  four  men,  from  what  I  can  learn.  There  was 
some  wheat  to  go  on  ttic  same  night,  but  I  have  not  learned  whether 
the  wheat  went  or  not. 

Cai)tain  Craven,  sir,  as  fat  as  I  have  learned,  and  my  judgment  serves 
me,  I  think  it  wouhi  be  advisable  to  have  three  or  four  of  these  gentle- 
men arrested,  viz,  Mr.  .lones,  Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Dent,  Mv.  Ferguson. 

I  biKirded  twenty  oini  vessels  on  the  Ittli,  bound  nji  tlie  rivex,  laden 
with  assorted  ait  teles — coal,  wood,  wheat,  hay,  oats,  lumber,  etc. 
EeHpectfully,  yours, 

A.  J.  Frank, 

Actiny  Master^n  Mate, 

Captain  Craven, 

£7.  a.  8.  Yankee. 


Order  of  the  Secreiari/  of  the  Nary  to   Captain   Craren,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commandiufi  Polomac  Flotilla,  re(itirdin(/  U.  S.  S,  Pocuhontan. 

Navy  Department,  September  l'>,  IStil. 
Sir:  You  will  send  to  the  Washington  navy  yard  the  U.  S.  8.  Poca- 
hontas, so  that  she  may  arrive  by  Tuesday  morning,  tlie  17th  instant. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  8. 
Penguin,  regarding  movements  of  a  suspicious  vessel. 

U.  S.  8.  Penguin, 
Potomac  River,  Sepletnber  15,  1861. 
Sir:  I  was  informed  last  evening  by  Captain  Cottrell,  of  schooner 
J.  R.  Grijfilhs,  employed  in  transporting  lumber  for  the  quartermaater's 
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(le])artineiit,  that  nil  Thiiisdiiy  afternoon  last,  when  between  Barn  f Bar- 
rel) ?|  IsliiiMl  and  IIo()])er  i^tniit  [  Maryland |,  he  saw  a  imn^ry  ofl"  his  port 
bow,  and  when  near  I'oint  Liwkout  he  distinctly  saw  frotii  thirty-five 
to  forty  men  uii  her  deck.  She  stood  over  between  Coan  C'reck  |  Hiver] 
and  Smitli's  Point.     1  desired  Jiiin  to  commiinieate  these  facts  to  you. 

I  liave  further  to  repnit  that  in  ac»H)r(hince  with  your  permis.sioii  I 
allowed  Mr.  Po.sey  to  enter  the  creek  Ijelow  me  witli  his  guano,  but 
hearing  sub.seiiiiently  a  rnnior  that  he  had  been  eii;;aged  with  iithcrs 
]H'eviously  to  the  present  rigid  bh)ck;»de  of  the  river  in  awiuiming 
horses  across  from  the  Maryland  sitb'  tit  the  Virginia  shitre,  I  doemed 
it  my  duty  to  have  his  vessel  thoroughly  searched  and  shall  further 
attend  to  her.     He  had  quite  a  large  tlatboat  iji  tow. 

]  have  been  informed  by  liientenant  Conunanding  McCrea  that  an 
order  existed  prohibiting  any  conmiunication  between  the  oflieers  of  the 
flotilla  and  the  residents  on  the  Maryland  .shore.  I  respeetfully  ask 
whether  these  iustructions  apply  to  supplies  of  vegetables  farni.shed  by 
the  negroes. 

Very  respeetfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  A.  Bxrun, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U,  S.  (S*.  I'enffuin. 

Captain  Tiios.  T.  Craven, 

Commnndiiig  Potomac  Flotilla. 


(h-tJiT  of  the   ISeereiart/  of  (he  Xnv;/  U>   Captain   Craven,  U.  S.  .Vury, 
commanilinij  Potomac  FlolUla   reyarding  mqiplieti,  in  eietc  of  the  pog- 

xible  closing  of  the  rirer. 

Navy  Department,  September  15,  tS6l. 
Sir  :  The  Department  and  the  major-general  are  fully  apprised  of  the 
probability  of  closing  the  river  by  the  enemy  at  certain  points. 

In  such  ail  event  supplies  must  be  conveyed  to  you  by  land,  and  the 
Department  will  thank  you  for  any  suggestions  as  to  the  point  where 
they  should  be  delivered,  as  well  as  any  other  considerations  conneeled 
with  such  a  movement  by  tiie  enemy.  You  will  notify  the  Department 
at  once  of  any  important  act  of  the  enemy  and  act  uimui  your  own  goiMl 
judgment  until  the  major-general  shall  feel  himself  called  upon  to  act. 
You  should  get  as  much  coal  and  provisions  as  possible  to  retain  your 
position  in  case  of  being  cut  ofl'  above  and  below. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiuEoN  Welles. 
Captain  T,  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  l'.  <S.  Xary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
urging  immediate  occupation  of  Mathian  Point  by  United  fitateii  troopa, 

U.  8.  S.  Yankee, 
Of  Indian  Head,  September  i6,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commuui- 
cution  of  the  loth,  in  reference  to  the  probability  of  the  closing  of  the 
river  by  the  enemy.    To  prevent  such  au  event  I  would  resixsctfully 
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suggest  that  Mathias  Point  be  immediately  taken  i)«)sscs8inii  of  and 
occiipiiMl  by  a  stronj;  b<xly  of  our  troops.  Batteries  from  Chapiuau's 
to  MarMliall's  points  would  <;oniiiiaiid  the  o]>positc  jxisitions  on  Uallow 
iug  and  Whitcstono  iioints.  To  prevent  tlie  possibility  of  tbe  enemy's 
crossing  the  river,  either  I  nmst  have  auiucii  more  jtowerfnl  and  cfiieient 
force  than  I  have  at  present,  or  I  should  be  backed  by  batteries  to  the 
positions  whence  the  enemy  would  bo  most  likely  to  make  a  demoustni 
tion.  Those  places,  in  iny  opinion,  are  Occoi[nau  and  Neabsco  rivers, 
Powell's,  (Juaiitico,  Cliojjawamsic,  Aquia,  and  Potomac  creeks.  Sliould 
such  an  attemjit  as  the  closing  of  the  river  by  the  enemy  be  successful, 
supplies  could  rea<:h  me  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mattawoman  Creek. 
While  employed  here  with  the  whole  of  my  force  to  guard  against  a 
possible  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  I  frequently  hear  rumors  and 
occasional  reports  of  the  intercourse  kept  up  from  the  Maryland  shore 
to  Mathias  Point.  Within  the  past  three  weeks  I  have  had  seized  from 
Pope's  Creek  no  less  than  three  fine  boats,  which  are  said  to  belong  to 
one  Mr.  Dent,  who  is  largely  engaged  in  the  transportation  to  Virgiuia 
of  mails,  passengers,  and  miuiitioiis  of  war. 

Again,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  the  Department  of  the  very  inefficient 
condition  of  the  vessels  comprising  this  Ikitilla.  With  the  excei)tion  of 
the  I'ucdhonttts,  tSeminole,  I'eiujuin^  and  Union,  there  is  not  [one I  of  the 
steauicrs  that  is  not  liable,  in  consequence  of  the  exposed  condition  of 
tlieir  engine,  to  utter  disability  by  even  a  musket  ball;  and  iiesides  all 
this  there  are  almost  daily  complaints  fnmi  some  one  of  them  of  repairs 
needed  to  engines,  strengthening  of  decks,  etc. 

Very  I'ospectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretury  of  the  Xaty,  Washington. 


[Telngnitn.] 


Navy  Yard  [Was^bington,  D.  C],  September  16, 1861. 
The  Satellite  has  arrived  from  New  York;  she  is  armed;  wants  coal 
only  and  a  few  men.    The  hyvkieood  awaits  the  orders  of  the  Depart- 
ment.   The  ferryboat  has  arrived. 

J.  A.  Dahlgben. 
Navy  Department. 


[Toh^griuii.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washlngton,  D.  (].],  September  16, 1861. 
The  Putnam  has  just  arrived;  is  she  to  join  thellotilla!  The  Sittellite 
has  just  left  for  the  llotilla.  The  ferryboat  is  being  loaded  with  i>rovi- 
sions  and  coal.  The  yard  will  need  a  supply  of  provisions.  1  can  send 
two  men  tor  gimuers,  and  five  of  the  twenty  are  reported  as  fit  for 
advancement. 

J.  A.  Dahlgben. 
Hon.  GiDEnN  Welles, 

Secretary  Sary. 


K 
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(Tele^>.m.] 

Navy  TIrpartment,  Stpt/^nhcr  II),  ISdl. 
The  Lochwnod  is  to  be  manned  aiid  armed  for  tlie  llolilhi.     Make  tlie 
liest  tornis  (or  I'oaliug  tlie  llotilla.    Tlie  ferryboiit  sliouhl  liave  cooking 
arniugeuieuts  and  hooks  for  hunitnoeks. 

Gideon  \\'ki.lks, 

Utirctarif. 
Captain  Dahloren, 

Vommamlani  yort/  Yunl,  Wnslihif/tnn, 


(Telfijrram-l 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  September  17,  1861. 
The  Inland  Belle  bas  left  fcir  tlio  Ikitilla.    She  carries  a  32-pounder  of 
27  liundredweigbt  and  a  rilieil  l^-jioundcr. 

J.  A.  Daillgren. 
Navy  Department. 


Report  of  Captain.  Craven,  U.  tS.  Nai'i/,  cmnmanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  of 
additions  to  kin  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Occoquan  Creek,  Septrml/er  17,  IStil. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  steamers  Satellite,  V>il- 
If}/  Vifti,  and  the  Inland  iiW/t'Lave  anived  and  joined  the  Uotilta  nnder 
my  comniaiid. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potonuiv  Flotilla. 
Hull.  Gideon  Welles, 

Heervtarif  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


|Tal(iKT*ni.) 


Navv  Yart>,  WAsnrNGTON,  Sepicmhir  18,  IHCl — 10:42  a,  m. 
The  Putnam  left  last  night  to  joiu  the  llotilla. 

J,  A.  Dahlqren. 
Navy  Department. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Xary,  commanding  Potomn43   FlMilla 
regarding  battery  at  Wliiieiitone  Point. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  Septrmher  IS,  ISGl. 
Sir:  This  evening  the  officer  [in]  charge  of  the  (lis|)atch  Iwat  Pmry 
from  the  navy  yard  informed  nic  that  as  he  passed  VV'hitestone  Point 
lie  observed  several  men  at  work  njimi  an  earthwork  battery. 
Very  reapectliiUy,  your  obetlient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Hecretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  It.  C. 


678 

Report  of  Captain  Craren,  F.  S.  Nary,  commanrling  Potomac  Ftotilla, 
regarding  inefficient  condition  of  the  ve-KHdn  of  his  command. 

U.  8.  8.  Yankee,  September  18,  ISfit. 
Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  eucIoHe  herewith  a  reijort  made  by  the 
engineer  of  the  Ice  Boat. 

Besides  the  Ice  lioiit,  the  Rexolute  ami  Jacoh  Hell  hotli  need  repairs; 
as  disabled  as  they  stre,  iitul  ;is  inefflcii'nt  as  ;ir(^  acveral  of  the  vessels 
belonging  to  this  liotilla,  1  shall  In-  tibliged  to  hold  on  tu  theiti  for  tho 
present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Wklles, 

tiecretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Kncliware.] 

TJ.  8.  8.  Keleasr  [Ice  Boat], 

Of  Potomac  Creek,  Scptcmher  IS,  1861. 

Sm:  It  ia  my  duty  to  report  to  y<m  that  the  starboard  and  port  bed- 
plates of  this  vessel  are  broken  and  iu  a  dangerous  (tcindition.  If  tho 
shafts  are  not  attended  to  soon  the  vessel  will  be  entirely  disabled  as 
far  as  her  engine  is  eoHcenied, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   M.   BURKET, 

Chief  Fngineer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Thomas  Pattison. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Craren,  U.  S.  Nary, 
commanding  Potoiimi;  Flotilla,  regarding  the  transfer  of  J'.  S,  stfamcm 
General  Putnam  and  Gerex  io  the  Atlnnlic  JUoekading  Squadron, 

Navy  Dei'ar'imknt,  Srpiemher  J>S  ISCl. 
SfR:  Seiul  the  Oeneral  Putnam  ii^n\  Ccrcfi  to  Old  I'oiiit  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  to  tlie  senior  naval  officer  present.     The  airouiits  of  the 
oflicers  and  men  you  will  transfer  to  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Allow  clothes  to  the  contrabands  who  are  engaged  in  any  i>ubUc 
services  iu  your  flotilla. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Acting  Ma/ilcr'n  Mate  Franl;   U.  S.  Xary,  commanding  V.  8. 
schooner  Howell  Cobb,  of  the  rnmor  of  an  intended  attack  on  his  re^tael. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Howell  Cobb,  Septemher  18,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  On  the  15th  I  sent  you  a  dispatch  by  the  steamer  lial- 
timore,  but  not  hearing  fri»ni  ytni  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 
report  to  you  these  few  facts. 
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Sir,  last  Saturday  night  was  set  apart  by  Messrs.  Ferguson,  Watson, 
.Tones,  and  Heiit,  with  a  posse  of  lU  men  and  5  boats,  wliieli  tht-y  have 
in  Virginia,  from  wliat  I  can  learn,  to  rajitnrc  me  and  vesael.  I  was  at 
Lower  Cellar  Poiiit  hist  Saturdaj'  niglit.  Tlie  schooner  John  Wihoti, 
of  lialtininre,  L'aiitain  Beujainiu  Hardy,  and  tlie  schooner  Cathtiriiic 
Jane,  of  IJaltiinore,  ('aiihiin  KnsenbrrK'k.  Tlieso  rebels  took  the  schoon- 
ers' boats  and  took  two  loails  apiece,  and  sent  the  boats  back  and  said 
to  the  na'n  they  \v<add  want  them  when  they  comaieiiced  theii'  batteries 
in  Maryland. 

1  took  a  boat  from  Mr.  Ferguson  and  cut  her  uji,  and  since  then  I 
took  Mr.  Dent's  boat,  whieh  has  been  their  main  boat,  so  these  men  are 
hot  foot  after  me  and  threaten  to  capture  nie  the  lirst  oi»])ortunity, 

Ca|)taiii  Craven,  sir,  1  call  on  you  for  more  arms  and  ammunition. 
If  y<ai  idease,  let  uio  have  a  howitzer,  for  I  Ciia  assure  y<iu  it  is  for  the 
safety  of  the  vessel  and  crew.  If  you  should  send  me  any  heli>  I  thiuk 
the  Kteanier  /("twj^^  Captain  ITaiucs,  seems  to  be  well  ac((uaiutcd,  and 
the  steamer  makes  leas  noise  than  any  1  have  seen. 

If  yon  conclude  to  send  the  arms,  I  shtmld  like  four  men  more,  and  I 
think  that  we  can  take  <'are  of  ourselves  then  with  the  assistance  of  a 
steamer.  My  ammunition  is  getting  short  and  had  to  get  some  from 
Captain  Haines. 

We  are  well  at  present  but  the  cook,  who  has  something  of  a  bilious 
attack. 

1  hope,  captain,  this  will  meet  your  approbation. 
Kespectfully,  yours. 

A.  J.  Frank. 

Captain  Cbaven. 

[P.  S.| — Pajier  is  scarce. 


Seizure  of  schooner  Harford,  September  18,  1861. 

Report  of  Ckptain  Cravsn,  U.  B.  Havy,  oommasding  Fotomao  Flotilla,  tranamittiiig  roport  of 
Acting  Master's  Mate  Hainet,  U,  8.  Navy,  commanding  tT.  8.  S.  Kescue. 

U.  S.  8.  Yankee, 
Off  Occoquan  Rirer,  September  30,  ISiil. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enchise  a  rejwrt  made  to  me  this 
UHirning  by  Acting  Master's  Mate  Kdward  L.  Haines.  As  the  schooner 
IhtrJ'ord  has  no  license  or  enrollment  and  appears  to  be  siviling  under 
lalse  owners,  1  have  determined  to  send  her  to  the  navy  yard  at  Wash- 
ington to  await  further  orders  from  the  Department. 
Very  resjiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Titos.  T.  Craven, 
CommamlUoj  Potomac  Flotillti. 
Hon.  GinEON  Welles, 

Sfcrtlttry  of  the  yavy,  Wtmliinfftou,  IK  C. 


[Eudoaurv.] 

TJ.  S.  8.  Rescue, 
Potomac  River,  Sejitember  2<>,  IStil, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  rei>ort  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I 
proceeded  with  this  vessel. on  the  18th  instant,  to  make  au  examination 
of  Mathias  i'oiut  and  I'ope's  Creek.     Ou  arrival  at  the  latter  x^Iace  dia- 
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covered  tbe  Bi-boouer  Ilar/ord,  luivlcd  with  3,800  bushels  of  wheat  and 
160  hu(;8heada  of  tobacco.  She  being  without  papers  of  any  descriptiou 
1  sei/.ed  her,  and,  leaving  her  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Frank,  com- 
manding U.  S.  schooner  Dana,  I  returned  to  this  anchorage,  having 
discovered  nothing  suspicious  excej)!  the  schooner  above  mentioned. 

Yesterday,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  to  Poi)e's  Creek 
for  the  puri)o.so  of  towing  up  the  schooner  Harford,  and  when  opix)site 
the  house  of  Mr.  Grimes  was  tired  upon  with  musketry  by  a  force  of  at 
least  1200  cavalry.  I  returned  the  fire  witli  four  shell,  which  put  theui 
to  Hight.  While  at  Pope's  Creek  1  received  on  board  two  uegroe.-*,  the 
property  of  Henry  Ferguson,  a  resident  of  Maryland,  living  on  the 
Maryland  shore  above  ("edar  Point.  The  negroes  inform  me  that  their 
owner,  Mr.  Ferguson,  has  beeu  engaged  in  carrying  mails  and  panseu- 
gers  from  Maryland  to  Virginia  and  that  when  1  received  them  on 
board  they  were  returning  from  having  landed  Mr.  Ferguson  in  Virginiii, 

]\Iy  master's  mate  and  myself  know  that  the  schooner  Harford  ba<l 
painted  o\\  her  sti-rn  as  late  as  August  1,  *' Tappahannock,  Va.,"' 
although  sjie  now  hails  from  Baltimore.  This  is  coudrmod  by  one  of 
the  crew  now  oil  board. 

Krom  Mr.  Htirrows,  residing  at  Lower  Cedar  Point,  I  received  infor- 
matiiui  tliat  Mr.  Ccorge  Dent,  residing  on  the  high  bluff  opposite 
Mitthias  Point,  which  bhiff  has  a  coninianding  view  uji  and  down  the 
ri\  er,  signalizes  to  the  rebels  at  Mathiaa  Point  all  the  movemeuts  of 
the  llotilla. 

From  one  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Harford  I  have  the  following 
information:  (ieorge  lircnt,  lawyer,  at  Port  Tobacco;  J.  H.  Jfeil,  two 
farms  ali(»ve  Deal's,  and  John  Ware,  lirst  farm  above  Dent's,  have 
aided  in  conveying  men  and  provisi(»ns  to  Virginia. 

Walti         "  ■'  " 

since 
Ale: 

of  the  parties  who  burned  the  light-boat.  All  ol'  them  are  now  in  Vir- 
ginia except  the  latter,  who  resides  at  Chapel  Point,  Port  Tobacco 
Creek  [lliverj. 

Francis  Dilehay,  with  several  others,  took  up  arms,  joined  rebel  com- 
pany organizing  at  I'ort  Tobacco.  He  is  still  in  Maryland  aud  resides 
at  Chapel  Point, 

With  tlic  schooner  Harford  in  tow,  her  oflicers  and  crew  in  custody, 
and  the  negroes  received  on  Imard  at  Pope's  Cueek,  1  retiirucd  to  this 
nnchoriiye  at  1  a.  in.  this  nioining. 

Very  respectfully,  yoiu'  obedient  servant, 

Edwaud  L.  Hainks, 

Commanding  SUamer  Rescue. 

Commodore  Thomas  T.  Ckavbn,  U.  S,  Navy, 

Commanding  Foiomur  FUitiUn. 


leo  jii  couveyiiig  iiieii  iiiiu  pioviHiouN  u>  v  iigiiiiii. 
Walter  and  Ileb  Mitchell,  residing  near  Port  Tobacco,  left  three  days 
ice  to  Join  the  rebels  in  Virginia.     John  JoJiiison,  William  Campbell, 
exaiider  Campbell,  Frank  Clements,  and  Alfred  Naley,  are  the  names 


Order  of  the  Becretitry  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Fotomae 

FlotUla. 

Navy  Depaeiment,  September  M,  1861. 

SiB:  The  Department  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant 

enclosing  Acting  .Master's  Mate  Haines's  report  of  the  seizure  of  the 

schooner  Harford,  with  pajters  relating  to  disloyal  parties  in  Maryland. 

Instructions  have  beeu  given  to  deliver  the  Jlarford,  her  otiicers,  and 
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crew  to  the  civil  autboritii's.  If  evidence  is  conclusive  that  Alfred 
Naley  assisted  iu  burning  the  light-boat  he  should  be  arrested.  It 
may  be  well  to  seize  other  rebels  if  there  is  proof  sufficient  of  their 
guilt. 

1  fake  this  occasion  to  at-knawledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  let- 
ters from  yon,  which  re<iuire  no  special  answer: 

One  of  the  l.ith,  three  of  the  14th,  two  of  the  16th,  one  of  the  17th, 
two  of  the  20th,  and  one  of  tlie  22d  instiint. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  ubedieut  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Ceaven, 

Commatiding  Potomac  FloHUa. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Poca- 
hontoH,  of  reconnoUsance  of  Wkiiestone  Point. 

IT.  S.  S.  PooAUONTAS,  September  19,  1R61, 
Dear  Sir:  From  the  rccouuoissance  made  last  niyht  of  Whitestone 
Potnt  there  are  no  troops,  breastworks,  or  anything  of  the  kind  there; 
neither  have  there  been  any  troops  there.  About  2  miles  up  tite  creek 
{Pohick)  there  is  a  body  of  troops,  but  how  many  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained. We  have  been  lying  here  now  two  days  and  no  court  yet.  Our 
coal  is  in,  tines  iind  boilers  cleaned,  and  we  are  ready  to  go.  I  supi>ose 
that  the  court  will  meet  to-day.  There  is  nothing  new  here.  The 
Vnderirriter  looks  as  if  she  might  be  ready  iu  a  week,  and  tlie  Forbes  is 
on  the  ways.  1  have  not  seen  Captain  Dove,  but  intend  calling  there 
this  forenoon. 

Eespectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  n.  Wyman, 
[Lieutenant,  Commanding.] 
Captain  Cbaybn. 


[Telcgniii.] 


Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  O.],  September  19, 1061. 
The  ferryboat,  with  provisions  and  coal,  was  towed  down  last  night 
to  the  llotilla.    Mechanics  were  sent  along  to  repair  her  boiler. 

J.  A.  Daulgren. 
Navy  DErAKTMBNT. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Xavp,  commanding  Potomac  Flofilln, 
regarding  contrabands. 

U.  8.  8.  Yankee,  September  19, 1861. 
Sir:  I  send  to  your  care,  for  the  disposition  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, thirteen  contr;ibuuds:   iiichard  White,  Harris  Filmore,  Matw^ 
Washington,  Jilson    Hall,  .lohn  T.  Dixon,  Bonajjarte  Mathia^  ar 
Joshua  llall,  said  to  be  the  property  of  Dr.  8tewart,  of  King* 
County,  Va.;  William  Ueury  Grauisou,  Jobu  iiugJies,  and  Elio 
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])roi>erty  of  Thomiis  Penny  Grimes;  Tlionitwi  ('hew,  belonpinp  to 
Ilooo;  Archie  (Jreon,  lu'lon<;inK  to  a  Mr.  Fairfax,  and  Agues 
(female),  tlie  property  of  ('liarles  Musoii. 

Veryrespe^lfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thor.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Oomniauder  J.  A.  Daiii.gren, 

Commandant  Xary  Yard,  Washington,  J).  C. 

[  Pencil  «DdorMineDt.] 

I  think  these  persons  might  be  turned  over  to  General  McClelbiu, 
who  wants  their  labor. 

W[EVLKS]. 


toDr^n 
CUew      I 

Ilia.        I 


Letter  from  the  Srcreirtry  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Craven,  TJ.  8.  Xnry, 
eommiuidiiKj  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  batteries  at  M7ii<c  Mouse 
Point. 

Navy  Department,  September  20, 1S61. 
Sib:  Your  letter  of  tlie  IHth  has  been  receive<l.    An  examination  baa 
been  made  of  White  House  I'oiiit  uihI  no  batteries  could  be  discovered. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  ubwlieut  servant, 

Gideon  Wellks. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  }Ya«hington. 


i 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Captain  Craven,  TJ,  8.  Nary, 
commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Hag- 
gcrty,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  H,  brig  Perry,  regarding  seizure  of 
boats  for  Confederate  use. 

Navy  Department,  September  20,  1861. 
Sir;  I  enclose  herewith  aco]>y  of  a  letter  from  Lieuteniint  Command- 
infir  Hiiggerty,  of  the  Perry,  dated  the  17th,  and  forwarded  to  the 
Depaituient  by  lirigailier-Oeiieral  Montgomery,  by  which  you  will  see 
that  the  boats  of  vessels  in  the  river  aie  seized  and  used  for  the  purpose 
of  transporting  men  ft'om  the  Maryland  to  the  Yirginia  shore. 
I  aai,  re8|»ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  ^Yashington. 

lEDolMore.] 

TJ.  S.  Brig  Perry, 
Off  Alexandria,  Sc])tember  17, 1861. 
Sir:  One  of  the  acting  masters  of  this  vessel,  Mr.  [Henry]  Leiar, 
while  ]>erforming  guard  <Iuty  this  morning  between  the  hours  of  112  and 
4  a.  m.,  boarded  a  vessel  in  tlie  river,  the  captain  of  which  informed 
him  that  he  had  seen  and  conversed  with  two  cu[)tains  of  vessels,  who 
informed  him  that  their  boats  Lad  been  taken  from  them  iu  the  viciiiitv 
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jf  ]Matliia8  Point  for  tho  purpose  of  transporting  men  across  the  Poto- 
mac Hivcr  from  the  MarylaiiJ  to  the  Virj^iiiia.  side. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectl'uUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  llAGlJERTY, 

JAeutenant,  Comtnanding, 

Brigadier-General  Montgomery, 

Ali'xaniiria,  Va. 


lieptirt  of  Ciipfttiii  Craren,  U.  S.  iVarj/,  eommundiiKj  Potomac  Flotilla,  of 
coHHtant  intercoume  between  Mitryland  and  Virginia. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankek,  September  SO,  lf)61. 
Sir:  From  all  I  can  hear  there  is  a  considerable  tiaftic  being  carried 
on  between  the  eastern  shore  of  ihiryland  and  the  inoutli  of  the  Hap- 
liahannock  Itiver,  and  below  Matliia.s  Point  there  is  almost  constant 
intercourse  between  the  rebels  and  the  iMaryhmd  shore. 

If  there  is  no  further  appreliension  of  the  enemy's  attempting  a  pas- 
sage across  this  river,  1  would  like  to  make  a  reconnoissauce  about  the 
places  above  indicated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla-. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Seerelan/  of  the  Nary  to  Capt/iin  Craven,  U,  8,  Navy, 
eomm,aiiding  Potomac  Flotilla,  adrini»g  revoniioitinance. 

Navy  Department,  September  31, 1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  2()tli  instant 
and  approves  of  your  proposition  to  make  a  reconnoissauce  of  the 
points  mentioned,  and  authorizes  it. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  CRAVEN, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Letter  from  Acting  Maater'a  Matt  Benirick,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U,  8, 
tug  E.  II.  Herbert,  to  Captain  Craven,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
requesting  iniitruction«  in  regard  to  the  detitruction  of  boats  on  the  river. 

Steam  Tro  K.  H.  IIerbkht,  September  31,  isci. 

Sir:  The  steam  tug  fi!ew/K7c  hailed  me  at  nudniglit  September  19, 
and  stated  that  the  captain  of  the  ice  JSoat  gave  him  orders  to  bring 
away  or  destroy  a  certain  fishing  boat  in  t'hii-timuxen  Creek,  and  he 
recjuested  that  1  might  attend  to  tlic  matter.  t>n  l"'riday  afternoon  I 
took  my  yawl  boat,  lead,  and  line  and  proceeded  up  the  creek.  I  saw 
several  boats,  some  on  tlie  shore  and  two  housed.  The  person  I  meton 
shore  (Mr.  Posey)  claimed  longboat  General  Worth,  an  old  aH'air  sunk 
since  December,  18(K). 

Mr.  Posey  owns  two  good  boats,  hon.sed,  20  and  21  feet  keel,  used  for 
gilling  and  occasionally  going  to  uiill  in  Virginia;  one  small  scow;  also 
Rising  Sun,  licensed,  and  a  scow  tender  and  bateau  for  Rising  Sun. 
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I  was  informed  that  one  tiood  lioat  on  tbe  sliore  belonpeil  to  a  Mr, 
Joseph  IJ.  Spriuisey,  foriuerlyof  Marcus  Jlook,  Pa.,  now  working  in  the 
navy  yard,  Washington,  as  a  ship  tarpeuter.  J.  L.  Speake  owns  a  boat; 
also  Captain  AVheeh-r  one  boat.  A  large  seine  boat  lies  sunk  at  the 
he-ad  <if  the  ereek.  I  saw  two  wherries  at  the  upper  point  at  the  entrance 
of  the  creek.  Not  having  ollicial  notice  for  the  taking  or  destroying 
any  bnats,  I  conferred  with  Cajitiiin  Budd,  of  the  steamer  /V«_</mim,  who 
deemed  itiulvisable  to  bring  tlie  nuitter  before  you  for  such  instructions 
as  you  may  bo  ]deased  f o  give  in  the  case. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  if  it  is  right  to  a.sk  questions  of  a  citizen  of 
Maryland,  as  in  the  above  case,  when  iiiloimation  for  the  U.  S.  (.Jov- 
erntiient  may  be  obtained  without  committing  myself  in  questioning 
parties. 

KespectfuUy,  yours, 

GUABL£8  BbNTRICK. 

Commander  CllAVKN. 


Report  of  Miihhifntian  WalJcer,  U.  S.  yary,  regarHing  nloop  Maryland 
and  tiitjiiiilx  hi'iirecn  the  Miiryland  and  Virifiiiia  xhureM, 

U.  S,  Steam  Sloop  iSEMiNOLK, 

PotoJttai'  Fhtilln,  September  22^  1801. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
Last  night,  while  cruising  between  Indian  Head  and  Chapman's  Point, 
rapid  signals  were  discovered  between  tlic  Virginia  and  Maryland 
shores.  Pulling  in  toward  the  latter  side,  I  discovered  and  boarded  a 
small  sloop,  the  Mari/land.,  but  found  no  persons  on  board.  Her  .siiils 
were  loosed  and  the  cabiu  liatcli  left  open,  although  the  weather  was 
very  inclement  and  rainy.  On  boarding  her  a  signal  was  made  from 
the  Matylaiid  shore,  and  1  was  hailed  with  "What  boat  is  thatt" 
Eeturning  no  answer,  all  lights  were  at  once  extinguished. 

Judging  from  circumstances  and  contents  of  vessel  (a  list  of  which 
is  herein  enclosed),  I  sent  her  to  the  Seminole.  Continuing  the  cruise, 
the  signals  still  being  exchanged  between  the  two  shores,  ]  ran  close  iu 
to  the  Maryland  side  and  remained  for  about  an  hour,  when  all  signals 
ceased. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EuwARiJ  A.  Walker, 

Midnhipman,  U.  A'.  Navy. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


letter  from  the  Secretary  of  ike  Navy  to  General  McGldlan,  U.  S.  Army, 
commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  regarding  United  States  marines. 

Navy  Depaktmext,  Stptember  21,  1801. 
The  United  States  marines  at  inesent  engaged  at  the  naval  batt«ricii 
within  your  lines  are  re(|uired  for  otlier  purposes,  and  I  therefore  have 
to  rcciuest  that  you  will  make  arrangements  for  their  relief. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Wklles. 
Major-Oeneral  George  B.  McClellan, 

Washington. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xartf  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  N^ary,  oom- 
mandhuf  Potumac  FMilla,  traHsmitthtg  a  telegram. 

Navy  Department,  Si^temher  31,  1S61. 
Sir:  Tlie  following  telegnim  receivetl  by  Lion.  W.  11,  Seward,  is  seut 
for  your  inroiiuatioii  iiiul  directiou. 
■\'gj.y  retjpectfuUy,  etc., 

Gideon  "Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commandiny  Pototnav  Flotilla,  Wanhitujton,  D,  0. 

I  Eooluturo  .—Telegram .  | 

New  York,  September  24  \1S61]. 
Have  every  hay  vessel  on  the  I'otouiac  watcbe<l  from  Cape  Lookout 
upward,  or  searched  for  luuuitiona  as  soon  as  getting  to  the  river, 

JOllN  A.  IvENNEDV, 

Superintendent. 
W,  H.  Sewahd. 


r 


Commvnicdtion  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  V.  8. 
Xury,  commanding  Potomac  Fhtilta,  tranamittiny  letter  from  sn}>crin- 
tcitdfiit  o/jiolioe,  Neic  York,  regarding  Hhi'pmcnt  of  arm«  and  ammuni- 
tion. 

Navy  Department,  September  25, 1861. 
Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Hon.  W. 
n.  Seward,  which  is  seut  for  your  iiil'oruiatiou. 
\'ery  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Waghington,  3.  0. 

|Eorl<MUre.] 

Office  Superintendent  Metropolitan  Police, 

Xew  York,  September  24, 1861. 
Sir  :  A  day  or  two  since  I  received  iutimations  that  i)artie8  in  IMiila- 
delphiu  were  forwarding  pistols,  fuses,  caps,  etc.,  in  vessels  suiling 
from  that  port  up  the  Potomac,  with  hay,  etc.,  which  were  lauded  ou 
the  Virginia  side  of  the  river. 

1  was  also  informed  that  it  made  but  little  difference  whether  the 
vessels  were  in  the  employ  of  the  (ioverument  or  not,  as  the  price  paid 
for  carrying  such  attifles  was  liberal. 

Today  1  am  further  informed  that  the  luiiicipal  operator  in  that  way 
was  Wiliiaiu  Gilchrist,  who  was  arrested  at  Philadelphia  a  day  or  two 
since  and  sent  to  [Fort J  Lafayette. 

1  telegraphed  t«  you  to-day  to  search  vessels  having  hay  on  board 
coming  up  the  Potomac.  I  would  now  iwld,  that  it  now  appears  proper 
that  the  search  should  be  thoroughly  made.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
vessels  both  from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  have  been  so  employed 
as  well  as  from  other  places. 
Very  truly,  youra, 

John  A.  Kennedy, 

Superintendent. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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lirpori  of  liieiilrniinl  }tcCrra,   U.  S,  Xary,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Jacob 
Hill,  of  in/ormolion  obtnitifld  regarding  batteries  at  Eranaport,  Va. 

IT.  8.  S.  |.Ja<'ou]  Bell,  Potomac  Flotilla, 

o'ff  Indian  Head.  Septnnbtr  24,  1861. 
Hill:  CoiiHidoiiin;  the  t'(>ll<»\vinj;  iiitc'lli;.'»Muci  inul  reixirt  of  great  and 
iiniiu'«tlato  viiliio  I  koihI  it  diiccdv  tn  thi>  Ik'imrtineiit,  the  roiuiiiander 
ill  I'liu'l'  lioiiijj  atiMfiit  ilitwii  tlifi  rlvi^i-  sttiut'  ten  hours  distant,  leaving 
uie  Moiiior  tilllcer  iireHctit  tU  this  iioiiit  i-oiiitiiunding  the  divisiou.  The 
foUowiii);  JM  a  copy  of  my  dispatch  to  the  commodore,  which  1  sent 
iluniiHliately  to  him  hy  a  tug: 

1  |)i'<irp(>ili>il  tt>  liiiliitii  llriiil  tlii*  <lAy  at  iDerUlian.  I  took  that  anchorage  tofaoili- 
iMlv  iivoi'hiiiilliitc  VfUMivU,  iiN  nil  vrKMiN  wi>r«  ^iCl1t  to  me  for  examination.  As  soon  aa 
Mii'Uoiiil  II  |>i<rs»u  niini>  lUiwii  l»  tlio  Ixvii'li  lu  front  of  Suioot's  house.  I  sent  a  boat 
auU  l>ri>ii||lil  hiiii  oil.  Ilo  ]iruvi<il  to  l>v  Lii'iitenaul  [K.  A.]  Sberlxirne,  of  the  Arkau- 
••■  rvKinu'nt,  (n  Dip  scrvtro  of  thn  (.'tinfedcrateH.  I  have  examined  him  iind  gleaned 
Uio  (VulowhiK :  Wf  WM*  a  two  ycinm'  rMidont  of  Arkitnsas,  formerly  of  Wisionsin ;  his 
T«ftUuMtt  IS  riirniiiueil  ii  Rliort  iltKtaiii-i<  back  of  Evauspon ;  he  leA  the  lines  yeeter- 
llay  nt  H  )>.  III.,  untl  left  the  Yti-Kiiiia  shore  at  dark,  having  constructAfd  a  raft  of 
woo«l  toga  to  Krt  acrow  the  river.  He  lauded  near  Biidd's  Ferry  and  came  op  on 
ftktt  (ill  op|«iwll«  tony  avehoraite.  Me  rvport.s  erect lui;  heavy  batteries  at  Evan^ 
jMiii  '>o>l  "loitK  th«  <xn«nM>llnK  iiiion<  I^  milca;  four  ritird  pins  and  one  i>l-ponnder 
ni  '  I,     Lieutenant  Simum,  fopiierly  l'.  8.  Navy,  roudaeta  operations;  their 

(><'  Ltruteuaut  Siuiuis,  Is  to  mt  all  rvadj  with  their  batteries,  leaTing  tlie 

no«>.;»  ii|>  III  Cixmi  «f  thetr  works  till  then,  when  at  nighl  "let  fall"  and  open  oo  the 
vtwfK^lo.  lie  Kvvs  there  are  U),l)lX)  trtM>|>e  withtn  one  and  a  half  hoars  from  Erana- 
yal^  U«4MI»t  Hotuiea,  briMdiw^MMnl  commanding;  and  that  the  ^.  .Vtekalaa, 
•iMHiWt  Ii  tttU«co«it  at  n«4*tHm«if.  He  •|M*k^  of  the  men  of  the  Coaied*- 
i»tM  M  liKlittwwnlljr  Mpptied  wHIi  VlMileta  tjtA  shoee- 

l  uuMi««  *  r«Hiiitnok8it]»u<-r  of  all  the  shore  near  where  be  mentioits  the 
lwtlt«>rM>»  Mud  '  '4  iafbrwAtioii  c-orrect  as  £»  »s  paints  go,  bat 
i^ould  not  !ie<> .:  .  thiHifh  erideutlji-  a  change  siaee  mybkst  seoat 

of  the  Vir^uu  ».Uuv  Mnue  fbur  days  agix  At  Freestone  PoiaC  I 
oh«lMr>'v<l  )>eni«Ht«i «« t  he  hill  evidently  iimnf  oat  poaitioae  fhr  hattwiuo. 
MiA  I  aai  iaAMraavd  lur  aoMa  ^oalrabaaaa  ttat  SW  smb  are  aaqployed 
^Wg'-ir  al  «iMtkt«  and  that  there  are  bow  t«»  puu  mamaHmk.  The 
tt£«  elkaiNwml  iMtai««  U  imneaaibla  to  •••  aojikiBf  beifood  the  ftont, 
Hi^ogh  I  Ro  a«  efoee  aa  the  aToA  of  atr  renal  vffl  panait  (aboot  6  fcet 
i»  the  dnikfty.  1  wimM  ilAno  the  DafoHsMot  that  I  am  ia  Beeoadi- 
(it«  fUr  attai^kiMK  Kotterko.  haYteg*  earried  the  derk  awaj  fiirvard, 
«hWh  »W)»(Mirtit  wy  i^iiH-h  sh«>U  $u».  a  awatth  ago  while  engaged  with 
the  hallerie*  at  lMvyna«r  t^r«ek.  1  have  oa)y  15  vorkiag  i 
woid  goo  detamU>  14,  alter  MMr  10;  but  I  win  go  in 

hMAtty  omI  A|^  aiy  c«M  till  thar  t*  I 

aal  hoft  Mt  haea  al  the  )«td  ' 

ftM*  )l«l«tt  h«r  ofoo  htr  activol  tfm  iM  2C»w" 

tolowolrtof  r 

«rA«««a«^    Shal 
olfeMvaec  iMMi  ftn'l 

I  havo  tho  hraoMti  sk;  la  1 

P. 


,lliMlk  UUNBOSt 
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Report  of  Captain  Craren,  U.  S.  Xavy,  comma ndiiig  Potomac  Flotilla, 
transmittitifi  report  of  JAeutenaiit  Norton,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding 
U.  a.  S.  Semiiwle,  gicing  information  regarding  battery  on  Freentone 
Point. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Point  Lookout,  Septvmber  33,  1961. 
Sitt:  I  liavc  the  Ijonor  to  cuclose  lierewitli  a  rt-port  from  Lifut»'iiant 
Norton  eoiir.eniiiig  tivu  iiegi-oes  picked  up  by  uiic  of  tlie  l)Oiits  of  the 
Seminole  while  crossiuj;  the  I'otomue;  also  a  ('()])y  ul'  ii  report*  nuulo  to 
nie  by  Lieutcuaiit  Comiiiantlin;;  McL'reii  in  rehitiou  to  a.  suppost-d  refu- 
gee from  tlic  Coiifedenvte  Army  who  calls  himself  E.  A.  Sherbourne 
[Sherburne],  lieutenant  of  the  Arkansas  regiment. 

This  Lieutenant  Sherbourue  [Sheiburnej  appears  to  be  disposed  to 
give  information  rehitiveto  the  movements  of  the  rebels,  ami,  if  not  a 
spy,  what  he  relates  of  their  operations  may  be  valuable. 

I  send  Iiiin  and  the  negroes  to  tire  navy  yard  to  await  further  instruc- 
tions from  the  Itepartmeut. 

A'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tho.s.  T.  (Jkaven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waahington,  D.  0. 

lEDcloaarfi.J 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 

Potomac  Flotilla,  Sejdemher  23,  1861. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  at  7  o'clock  a 
party  of  contrabands,  eonsistiug  of  four  men  and  one  woman,  was 
pieked  np  by  a  boat  from  this  ship  while  making  their  way  out  from 
the  Vir;jiniii  shore  in  an  old  scow.  Tlioy  chum  to  be  the  jiroperty  of 
one  T.  Ii.  Kobinson,  of  Ohio  Farm,  Virginia,  aud  report  tliat  there  are 
in  laud]  about  that  vicinity  about  40(»  armed  men,  and  that  two  days 
since  they  commenced  erecting  a  battery  on  Freestrmo  I'oiut,  about  4 
mites  from  our  present  anchorage,  and  that  -iVA  men  with  two  heavy 
siege  guns  passed  t  lirougli  their  place  yesterday.  Tliey  tell  a  consistent 
story,  but  none  have  positively  .seeu  the  aforesaid  battery. 

As  the  presence  of  tlie  woman,  from  want  of  accommodation,  is  rather 
embarrassing,  I  respectfully  request,  at  your  convenience,  instructions 
as  to  their  dispositiou. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

C.  8.  Norton, 
Lieutenant,  and  Commanding  Officer. 

Captain  T.  T.  Cra'V'EN, 

Vommanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  U.  8.  S,  Yankee. 
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Letter  from  the  commandant  nary  yard, Waahinf/ton,  trangmiltinii  a  report 
of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Tientrkk,  U,  S,  Xary,  commanding  U,  »S'.  tug 
E.  H,  Herbert,  of  the  seizure  of  thrc^  boats. 

Commandant's  Office,  'Swx  Yard, 

Washington,  September  i>5,  IsCl. 
8ra:  I  trftusmit  for  the  information  of  the  Department  the  enclosed 
paper  in  rchition  to  th(  ownership  of  boat  No.  1,  nieutioned  therein. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi>e(;tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    A.   DAHI.fiREN, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Hecretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Rnclo«aro.] 

U.  S,  Steam  Tpg  E.  H.  'iEUBERT, 
BudtPx  Landing  [Ferryf],  September  £',•/,  [1861.] 
Sir:  In  complianee  with  a  {lenenil  order  issued  by  Captain  Craven, 
comniandinjj  Potomac  Flotilla,  I  send  to  your  care  the  following  prop- 
erty for  safe- keeping,  viz: 

No.  1.  A  boat  alleged  to  belong  to  a  Josepli  E.  Spranaey,  a  sliij)  car- 
penter working  in  tlie  navy  yard.     It  was  in  care  of  a  Mr.  I'osey,  noted 
for  secession  proclivities.    You  will  iierceive  the  ground  of  seiznre,  etc. 
No.  2.  A  wherry,  or  bateau,  owned  by  a  man  in  Alexandria.    Why  not 
keep  his  wlierry  at  honief 

No. ;{.  A  wherry,  or  bateau ;  the  owner,  or  reported  owner,  is  a  slave; 
the  projjerty  of  a  James  Milsted,  secessioniat,  a  resident  ()fChiconiuxen. 
Tlie  above  doubtless  have  been  used  to  carry  night  mail  across  to 
Virginia,  and  in  onler  to  suppress  the  business  as  far  as  prai'ticable  I 
have  seized  the  above.  I  shall  hereafter  seize  all  boats  when  there  is 
just  room  for  suspicion,  and  send  them  to  the  navy  yard. 
Hespectfully,  etc., 

Chablbs  Bentbick,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Captain  Dahlgren. 

P.  S. — 1  have  no  stationery, 


I 


Engagement  between  vessels  of  the  Potomac  Flotilla-  and  the  Confederate 
battery  at  Freestone  Pointy  Va.,  September  25,  IWl. 

BepoTt  of  Commander  Oillii,  V.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  V.  8.  S.  Sominole,  of  the  diitribution  of 
veeseU  of  the  flotilla,  and  transmitting  report  of  lientsnant  HoCrea,  U.  B.  Navy,  oommanding 
V.  8.  8.  Jacob  BeO. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Indian  Head,  Potomac  Rirer,  September  2.'>,  IHtjl — 9  p.  m. 

Sir:  Having  returned  this  evening  from  near  Piney  Point,  whither  I 
proceeded  last  night  t-o  report  to  Captain  T.  T.  Craven,  in  obedience  to 
your  order,  I  resiwctfully  submit  to  you  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding McCrea,  of  trau.saction8  occurring  during  my  absence. 

I  have  stationetl  for  the  night,  in  order  to  preveut  the  crossing  of  the 
rebel  forces  in  boats  below  this,  the  Setninolent  Indian  Head,  Jacob  Bell 
at  Stump  Creek,  Valley  City  near  the  Six  Chiuineys,  Satellite,  north 
point  of  Mattawonian,  and  the  Penguin  at  south  point  of  same  creek. 
The  vessels  wiU  return  at  early  daylight  to  this  anchorage,  when  1  shall 
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dispose  of  them  as  circumstances  may  refjuiie,  sliould  Cajitiiiii  Craveu 
iiitt  jvrrivc  from  tlie  lower  part  of  the  river.  I  forward  some  dispatches 
from  Captain  Craveu,  also  fiveeontrabauds — four  iiien  and  one  womau — 
from  the  Scmiiiolv.  A  refugee,  Lieutenant  E.  A.  Sherbounio  [Sher- 
burne] of  the  First  Arkansas  Keginient,  is  sent  to  [the]  navy  yard  by 
sjime  conveyance.  He  haa  inforinatiou  in  relation  to  the  rebel  force 
near  Evausport. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  G11.LI8, 
Hon.  tiiDEON  WBLLE.S,  Commander. 

Secretary  Navy,  Waishington  City. 

[Enclosaro.] 

U.  S.  S.  Jaoor  Bell, 
IndiuH  Uead,  Potomac  Rirer,  Si'ptemher  S/J,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
This  uioruiug  about  sunrise  1  discovered  men  at  work  dijfgiug,  etc., 
nt  Freestone  Point.  I  got  underway  at  lt.;JO  a.  m.  (having  sutisfiecl 
myself  that  they  were  uiakiug  batteries)  in  company  with  the  Seminole, 
Lieutenant  Norton  in  charge.  I  ordereil  her  to  follow  my  motions.  "We 
jnoceeded  to  Freestone  I'oint,  and  I  went  in  and  llred  six  shells,  dis- 
persing the  workmen.  Ueceiving  no  return  of  lire  1  stooil  out.  At 
that  moment  the  Seminole  oitened  tire  with  her  battery,  which  was 
Imuiediatcly  answered  from  tJie  said  i>oint  with  rilled  shots,  disclosing 
the  exiatence  of  a  battery  there.  The  Seminide  coutiuue«l  her  (ire  some 
time,  answered  continually  by  the  battery  on  shore.  After  she  tired 
euftlciently  long,  in  my  ((pinion,  I  ordered  her  to  cease  tiring  and  return 
to  her  anchorage.  After  taking  a  curve  by  the  nature  of  the  channel, 
and  on  standing  up  tlie  river,  she  was  tired  Hj)on  by  the  battery  ou 
shore,  wliich  she  returned;  and  while  passing  tlie  Valley  City  ahe  was 
informed  that  a  shot  from  shore  lia<l  passed  through  the  bows  of  the 
said  \es8el;  and  not  having  sufticient  steaui  to  nn»ke  any  progress  to 
get  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  battery,  requested  Lieuteuant  Norton 
to  to%v  him  toward  Indian  Head,  which  was  done.  The  enemy's  battery 
continued  their  (ire  upon  all  vessels  and  steamers  passing  np  and  down 
nntil  3  p.  m.  To  the  best  of  my  judgment  there  are  four  guns  at  said 
battery,  one  rilleil  gun,  extreme  range,  as  many  of  their  shots  during 
their  liring  almost  touched  the  Maryland  shore.  So  one  was  injured 
during  the  action,  theofticers  and  men  liring  deliberately  and  coolly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  P.  McCrea, 
Lieutenant,  Commandiny,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commander  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commandituj  JHcviian  of  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Further  report  of  Lieateniuit  MoCrss,  V.  B,  Havy,  oommuiding  U.  8.  S.  Jacob  Bell, 

U.  S.  S.  Jacob  Bell, 

At  Anchor  off  Ituliftn  Head,  Potomac}  River,  September  2C,  1861. 

Sir  ;  I  herewith  submit  the  following  report  of  my  attack  upon  Free- 
stone, I'oint  yesterday.  1  have  already  written  one  and  forwarded  it 
to  Captain  (J.  P.j  Gillis,  of  the  Seminole,  who  arrived  at  this  point  last 
evening  after  the  aQ'air.  Under  pressure  of  time  I  was  uuable  to  keep 
a  copy  for  you  as  cotnmander  in  chief  upon  your  arrival  here: 

At  sunrise  yesterday  moriiiug  1  discovered  a  number  of  men  digging 
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and  throwing  up  earthworks  on  Freestone  Point.  After  having  satis- 
fied myself  that  they  were  engaged  in  erecting  batteries  on  saiil  jwint, 
I  got  underway  in  company  with  the  iSVmino/p,  Lieutenant  Norton  in 
charge,  and  stood  close  to  the  point.  At  about  9:30  a.  m.,  I  got  close 
under  the  point  and  opetied  my  guus  with  shell,  throwing  several 
among  the  workmen,  dispersing  them.  After  having  fired  sufliciently 
long  without  any  return  of  lire  I  stood  out  from  underneath  the  point. 
At  that  moment  a  shot  was  fired  at  me  from  the  ]»nint.  The  Seminole 
also  about  that  time  opened  her  guns  upon  the  discovered  battery, 
l)lant!ng  her  shell  fairly.  After  thirty  minutes  continued  firing  on  both 
sides,  1  ordered  the  Seminole  to  cease  firing  and  return  to  her  anchor- 
age. The  enemy  then  turned  their  fire  upon  the  Valley  City,  The 
Seminole,  by  the  nature  of  the  channel,  could  not  turn  at  once,  in  obedi- 
ence to  my  orders,  but  was  obliged  to  take  a  curve,  which  brought 
Iier  close  to  the  Valley  Viti/,  when  he  was  informed  by  Captain  Chaplin 
that  a  shot  had  passed  through  his  bows,  and  not  having  sufticient 
steam  to  get  quickly  out  of  the  enemy's  lino  of  fire,  he  requested  Lieu- 
tenant Norton  to  take  him  iu  tow  to  follow  me. 

All  the  vessels  of  this  division,  namely,  Stminole,  Valley  City,  Pen- 
guin, Satellite,  Murray,  and  this  vessel,  anchored  here  at  about  meridian. 
The  enemy  continued  their  fire  on  all  the  vessels  passing  up  and  down 
the  river  until  abtmt  3  p.  m.,  whou  they  ceased.  I  JHitgo  from  close 
observation,  only  three  guns  were  iu  use  and  mounted,  though  they  no 
doubt  attempted  by  their  rapid  firing  to  deceive  us  in  the  idea  that 
they  had  more.  They  are  rilled  guns  and  of  long  range,  for  I  observed 
many  of  their  shot  striking  close  to  the  Maryland  shore.  No  one  was 
injured;  the  ofticers  and  men  acting  delR)erato!y  and  coolly  throughout. 

The  Murray,  in  charge  of  Midshipman  ]\I<-Glensey,  took  in  tow  a 
launch  that  was  anchored  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  drew 
a  fire  upon  her,  but  she  accomplished  it  without  any  injury  to  herself 
or  those  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PjDWARd  p.  McCrea, 
lAeutenant,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Commanding  Officer 

Of  this  Division  During  the  Engagement. 

Captain  T.  T.  Ckaven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Fiotilla. 


Beport  of  lientonuit  Hunll,  V.  8.  Havy,  cammsndiiig  V.  B.  8.  Thomss  Treabom. 

U.  S.  S.  Freeborn, 

Off  Aqwia  Creek,  Septembir  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  dispatched  the  Resohite  to  inform  you  that  a  secession  Battery 

at  Free8t<me  I'oint  opene<l  fire  upon  the  Potomac  Flotilla  stationed  at 

that  point,  this  morning  at  9  o'clock.    The  firing  going  on  at  this  time. 

I  can  not  leave  this  place  under  the  orders  which  I  have  received 

from  you  until  1  hear  from  you.     I  am  ready  to  repair  to  that  point 

with  all  the  vessels,  or  such  as  you  may  designate,  at  the  moment  I 

receive  your  orders. 

In  great  haste. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  D.  Earrell, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Captain  Craven, 

Oomfnanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  September  35,  [1861.] 
Tbe  Pu^ey  ia  up  from  below;  reports  some  firing  botweeu  a  battery 
at  Freestone  I'oiiit  tliis  a.m.  with  Seminole;  no  result;  also  reports  the 
desertion  of  au  offieer  froai  the  rebel  forces  with  important  inlbrmation. 
A  dispateb  is  sent  to  the  Department. 

j.  a.  dai1i.gren. 
Navy  Department. 


Baport  of  Colonel  WigfoU,  C.  S.  Armr,  canmunding  First  Texas  Inbntiy. 

Dumfries,  Sepiember  35,  ISffl. 

The  fleet  lying  in  this  portion  of  the  river  sent  au  armed  tujr  to  feel 
our  batteries.  She  flrwl  ten  shots  into  the  poiut  oceupied  by  Ilamp- 
ttin's  battery  before  they  were  returned.  The  batt»'ry  then  drove  her 
off.  The  war  steamers  then  opened.  We  fired  thirty  shots;  the  enemy 
twenty-two.  General  Whiting  ordered  the  tiring  to  continue  after  tliey 
eeiised  to  show  them  we  could  drive  them.  The  Heet  is  now  divided — 
part  above  Powell's  Knn  and  part  below.  When  Stevens's  batteries 
are  ready  they  will  stop  the  lower  detachment  of  the  Meet.  The  infan- 
try supports  are  active  and  ready.  If  the  enemy  land  our  knowledge 
of  the  ground  will  unike  us  eijual  to  ten  times  our  numbers.  All  are 
cheerful,  and  the  army  will  send  you  its  congratidatious  if  a  serious 
action  results. 

Your  friend, 

Louis  T.  Wigfall. 

President  Jefferson  Davis. 


Order  of  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  com- 
manding  Potomac  Flotilla,  to  cancel  permit. 

Navy  Department,  September  25, 1861. 
Sir:  Four  different  parties  having  ehargeil   Perry  Fields,  of  the 
Bch()oner  *S'i.r  Sonx,  with  being  a  secessionist,  you  will  cancel  his  i^ermit 
to  run  on  the  Potomac  Kiver. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commtindiiuj  Potomac  Flotilla,  Washimjton,  J>.  0. 


[Telegnun.J 

Navy  Department,  September  25,  1861. 
Let  the  Lochcood  be  ready  to  leave  at  3  \}.  ni.,  otlicered,  provisioned, 
and  manned,  as  she  will  form  a  part  of  Flag-()t!icer  Goldsborough's 
force.    Transfer  the  accounts  to  him.    Commander  Stellwageu  will  fake 
passage  in  her. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Commauder  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Navy  Yard,  WaMugton, 
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Report  of  Livutcnaiil   Huijgcriy,    U.  S.   Nary,  connmiwUng    U.  8.  br 
I'erry,  regarding  batteries  at  Freestone  I'oint^  Ya. 

U,  S.  Brio  Perry, 

Off  Alexandria,  September  36,  18lil. 
BtE:  I  rP8])ectfiilly  make  known  fo  you  the  following  intelligence: 
Acting  Master  Lelar,  iittiM-lifd  to  tlii.s  vessel,  while  i)erforn)ing  guard 
duty  last  evening,  boardetl  two  vessels  on  their  passage  up  the  Potomac 
liiver,  the  captains  of  which  infoinu-d  biiii  that  in  jtassing  a  jilace  on  the 
river  called  Freestone  Point,  they  were  tired  at  from  shore  batteries,  and 
sul)se(incntty  Acting  Master  French  boarded  several  vessels,  bound  up 
to  Wfishington,  the  captains  of  all  of  thcni  stating  that  while  passing 
the  same  phuo  their  vessels  were  lired  at,  and  that  men  were  employed 
on  shore  in  clearing  away  trees  and'  other  obstiicles  from  about  these 
batteries. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  re8i»ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F,  S.  DAGciEnTV, 
L  ieu  ftnu  lit,  Com  in  a  nding. 
Hrigadier-General  JIontoosieby,  U.  S.  Army, 

Alexandria,  Va, 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8. 
Nary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  relative  to  contrabands  (fugitive 
slaves). 

Navy  Department,  September  25, 18G1. 
Sir:  The  Department  iinds  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  regulation  with 
respect  to  the  large  and  increasing  number  ot  persons  of  color,  coni- 
moidy  known  as  contraband,  now  subsisted  at  the  navy  yards  and  on 
board  ships  of  war.  They  can  neither  be  expelled  from  tlie  service  to 
which  they  have  resorted,  nor  can  they  be  maintained  unemployed, 
and  it  is  not  projier  that  they  should  be  compelled  to  render  necessary 
and  regular  services  without  a  stated  ccvmpensation.  You  are  there- 
fore authorized,  when  their  services  can  be  made  useful,  to  enlist  them 
f()r  the  naval  service,  under  the  same  forms  and  regulations  as  apply 
to  <)ther  enlistments.  They  will  be  allowed,  however,  no  higher  rating 
than  boys,  at  a  conii)ensation  of  8l'i  per  month  and  one  ration  a  day. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Capt;un  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  comm<inding  Potomac  FlotilUi, 
acknowledging  receipt  of  comnumications  from  the  Department. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  September  26,  1861. 
RiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lett«rs  of  the 
21st,  2;5d,  and  two  of  the  :i4th  instant,  the  tirat  authorizing  me  to  make 
a  reconnoissance  of  the  Lower  Potomac  and  the  eastern  shore,  the  see.- 
ond  rociuiriug  the  canceling  of  the  ^jass  of  the  schooner  Problem,  the 
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third  ill  relation  to  the  search  of  liay  vessels  for  inuiiitious  of  war,  otc, 
and  the  fourth  acknowleilgiiijj;  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  tho  -0th, 
enclosing  Acting  Master's  Mate  Uaiues's  report  of  the  seizure  of  the 
schooner  Harford. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Cbavkn, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon,  GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Wasliiiigton,  J).  C. 


fTelrgram.] 

Nava'  Yard  [Wasiiinuton,  D.  C],  September  2f,,  \lfi61]. 
The  Delairare  Just  arrived  with  30<>  irien  from  riiihideli>hia.     Ran 
down  steamer  J'lanH  in  llio  Potomac  hist  evening.     Was  tired  at  this 
luoruiug  alwut  9  o'clock  from  Preestouo  I'oiut;  seven  shots, 

J.  A.  Daulgken. 
NATi-  Department. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Colonel  Commandant  U.  S.  Marine 
Corps,  regarding  tranufcr  ofarmn  to  the  nary  yard. 

Navy  Department,  September  so;  18G1. 
Ton  will  transfer  to  the  commaiulant  of  the  Wiwhinjjton  navy  yard 
200  army  uiusketsof  .(iO  caliber,  tof^etlior  with  the  accouteriuentH.  The 
above  arms  are  re<|uiretl  Ibr  iuuucdiate  use  and,  as  there  are  uoiie  in 
store  in  the  Ordnance  J>eiiartment,  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  call  for 
them  from  the  Marine  Corps, 

1  am,  very  resiiectfully,  etc., 

CiiDEON  Welles. 
Colonel  Jons  IIarkis, 

U.  S.  Marine  Corpn. 


Order  of  the  Srerctiiry  of  the  Xary  to  Captain  Crarcn,  U.  S.  Nary, 
Commanding  Potomac;  Flotilla,  to  cancel  permits. 

Navy  Department,  September  27,  isai. 
Sm:  Oapaiii  Andrew  Hitch,  of  the  schooner  Laura,  and  Captain 
TVIarcellns  Jlitch,  of  the  schooner  Escort,  have  been  represeutod  to  the 
J>cpartment  as  seceasimiists. 

They  both  have  permits  from  the  Department,  which  you  will  cancel 
and  thus  stop  them  frtiia  runuiut;  (»u  the  I'otouiiW. 
Very  respectfully, 

GiBEON  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  CEA^^^N, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Wathingtvn,  J>.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Scirdarif  of  the  Nnry  to  Captain  Craren,  U.  S,  A'ary, 
eommandinij  Potomac  Flotillu,  regarding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 

Navy  Department.  September  27, 1S61. 
SiB:  The  Seminole  will  he  detached  from  your  coniiiiaiid  about  the 
Ist  of  October.     Ilave  the,  vessel  in  all  respects  ready  lor  sea  at  that 
time. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomae  Flotilla. 


Letter  from  Lieulennnt  JTarrcll,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Thomas 
Freeborn,  to  Captain  Vrtircn,  U.  S.  2^ary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
requenting  instructions. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Freeborn,  September  37,  1861. 
Sib:  I  have  understood  that  the  batteries  at  Freestone  Foint  [Va.] 
fire  u])Oii  vessels  passing  and  particularly  those  hsiviiif;  G(tvernment 
stores  on  board.  Under  these  eircum stances,  shall  I  jiermit  all  vessels 
to  jtass  up  tlie  river  1  There  is  a  lar^fc  iron  iiropeller  here  now  with  Gov- 
ernuieiit  stores  and  I  will  detain  her  nutil  1  hear  from  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Harrell, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding/. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commatuiing  Potoma«  Flotilla,  Potomac  River. 


Report  of  Captain  Cra ren,  TJ.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
transmittiHg  report  of  Commander  (Jillis,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  of  information  rcceii-ed  from  an  eacaped  prinoner. 

TJ.  8.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Indian  Head,  September  28,  1861. 
SiB:  Enclosed  herewith  is  a  rei)ort  made  to  me  by  Commander  J.  P. 
Gillis,  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Seminole.    The  man,  William  O'Donohue,  was  sent 
up  to  the  navy  yard  and  placed  in  charge  of  Captain  Dahlgreu  this 
morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  0. 

[Bnt^lunare.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 

Off  Indian  Head,  Potomac  River,  September  38,  1S61. 

Sir:  William  O'Uimohue,  orderly  sergeant  of  the  the  Sixty-ninth 

Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers,  taken  i)riaoner  at  the  battle  of  Bull 

l{un,  escaped  from  Itiehniond  on  the  18th  instant,  crossed  the  Potomac 

on  a  raft  from  bight  above  Freestone  Point  (Uccoquau  Bay),  left  two 


p 


other  escaped  prisoners  in  an  old  flsbiug  house  at  same  place;  their 
names,  Kelly  and  James  Itorty,  of  the  Sixty  ninth. 

Officers  and  men,  prisoners  at  Richmond,  he  says,  are  confined  in 
tobacco  warehouses,  without  any  conveniences;  not  even  a  blanket 
sup]  died. 

O'Doiiohue  reports  a  great  number  of  rifle  cannon  passing  through 
Rtchmond  toward  Yorktowiij  and  some  fifty  army  wagons,  new  harness, 
and  tine  mules,  going  samedn-ection.  North  of  Kichnioud  are  two  forts, 
one  like  Fort  Corcoran.  Colonel  Corcoran  and  about  28  olficers  and 
i;{0  privates  sent  to  Charleston  10th  September.  Many  of  onr  men 
atterii])ted  to  escape,  but  were  brought  back.  All  citizens  of  the  country 
around  Uichmond  and  in  other  parts  of  Virginia  act  as  police.  Nogroea 
arrested  two  of  our  men.  He  further  states  that  li  miles  from  Free- 
stone I'oint  are  two  camps  of  the  rebels,  one  infantry,  the  other  cavalry. 
Ue  has  other  information  which  he  will  impart  on  arrival  at  Washing- 
ton. Will  send  him  to  Captain  Dahlgren,  commandant  of  navy  yard, 
for  your  disposal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
.  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretary  of  the  Naiy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Captain   Craeen,  U.  S.  Xary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  disposition  of  escaped  prisonem. 

U.  8.  S,  Yankee,  September  29,  1861. 
SiB:  I  send  to  the  navy  yard  by  the  steamer  Reliance  two  men  who 
made  their  escape  from  the  Virginia  shore  last  night,  and  who  state 
that  they  belotigcd  to  the  Sixty-ninth  Keguuent  New  York  Volunteers 
and  were  captured  by  the  enemy  at  the  late  battle  of  Bull  Run, 

They  left  Richmond  on  the  ISth  instant,  at  which  time  the  enemy 
were  moving  in  great  numbers  toward  Yorktown  and  Norfolk,  trans- 
l)orting  thither  their  heavy  cannon  and  fieldpieccs.  Their  names  are 
James  M.  Rorty  and  Peter  Kelly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Aviing  Lieutenant  Watmouyk,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Union,  acknoickdging  ordvrn  of  detachment  from  that  vessel. 

U.  8.  S.  Union, 
OffAquia  Creek,  September  29, 1861. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrell  having  relieved  me  this  day, 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Department's  com- 
nmnicatiou  detaching  me  from  this  vessel. 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pen.  G.  Watmouoh, 

Acting  Lieutenant. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  U.  B.  A'iary,  of  having  aatiumed  command  of 

the  U,  S.  brig  Perrif. 

U.  S.  Bbig  PEnRY, 
Off  Alexandria,  September  2!),  J8G1. 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  iicknowledgt?  the  receiptor  the  order  to 
remain  in  tenii)orary  eomuiaud  of  this  vessel. 

I  atn,  re8i>ectt'ully,  your  obtnlieut  servant, 

J.   N.   MlLLBB, 

Lieutenant. 
Hon.  GroEON  "Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J),  0, 


S^fort  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
trannmitting  reports  relative  to  collision  between  U.  S.  steamers  Valley 
City  and  iSeminvle. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Indian  Ilea^,  September  30,  1861. 
8iB :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of  the 
27th  instiuit  to  have  the  Seminole  rciuly  for  sea  by  the  1st  of  October. 
Ilerowitli  I  enclose  ji  report  of  a  follisiou  which  took  i)liu^e  on  the 
25th  instant  and  the  carpenter's  rejiort  of  detects  of  that  vessel. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Hon.  OfDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  uf  the  Nary,  Washington,  J),  0. 

[Endomire.] 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Potomac  Flotilla,  off  Indian  Head,  September  27,  ISftl. 

SiE:  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  yon  the  following  statement  with 
regard  to  the  collision  between  the  gunboat  Valley  City,  Oaptjiin 
Chajdin,  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole  on  the  25tb  instant: 

While  standing  down  the  river,  in  jiassiiig  the  Vnllci/  City  I  saw  a 
shell  from  the  battery  go  through  Iicr  bows  and  her  men  attempting  to 
lift  her  anchor  in  great  haste.  On  my  return,  in  about  fifteen  minutes 
after,  I  was  hailed  by  the  commanding  oflicer  of  the  Valley  City  ami 
asked  to  take  his  hawser  and  tow  him  out  from  under  fire,  at  the  same 
time  waving  a  white  haudkcrcMcf,  which  1  took  to  be  a  signal  of 
distress. 

I  backed  in  toward  hirn  to  meet  his  boat  with  the  end  of  his  hawser, 
and  when  about  three  ship's  lengths  otf,  1  first  discovered  that  he  was 
underway  under  steam  and  liad  considerable  headway. 

I  immediately  reversed  our  engines,  put  the  helm  hard  aport,  hailed, 
and  told  him  to  put  his  helm  to  starboard,  as  he  was  pointing  directly 
for  our  stiirboard  udzzcn  chains. 

Before  we  could  overcome  our  sternway  and  start  her  ahead  the  stem 
of  the  Valley  City  struck  us  just  over  the  starboard  stern  port  (see 
euclosed  report  of  eari)enter). 

There  was  an  abundance  of  time  and  space  for  the  Valley  City  to 
have  avoided  ua  had  she  minded  her  helm,  nor  did  I  see  any  iudica- 
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tion  of  an  atteinivt  n\wu  tliat  vessel's  part  to  reverse  her  engines,  and, 
by  cheeking  her  own  headway,  thus  avoid  collision. 
I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Norton, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Nary. 
Commander  John  P.  Gillis, 

Vummandiny  U.  S,  S,  Seminole. 

[SabouoloKura.] 

U.  S.  Stkam  Si.nor  Seminole, 
Potomac  Flotilla,  o_ff'  Inilian  Head,  September  :^8,  1S(>1. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  tbefollowiny  report  of  defects  of  this 
vessel : 

The  head  is  start-ed  to  starboard  some  2  inches,  from  the  eflects  of 
the  collision  with  the  U.  S.  frigate  Wabash.  It  sways,  and  head  sail 
can  not  be  set  in  heavy  weather  wlicii  at  sen. 

The  ship  usually  nialic.s  from  !(>  to  18  iuclies  of  watt>r  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours,  increasing  consulerably  after  the  tiring  of  guns. 

The  lower  boxes  of  the  main  luiitips  have  to  he  drawn  almost  always 
after  iiumpiug,  on  account  of  coal  choking  up  the  boxes.  This  can  not 
be  remedied  without  free  access  to  tlie  bottom  of  tlic  pipes,  which  can 
not  be  had  except  at  such  times  as  thu  coal  bunkers  are  em]»ty. 

The  bilge  water  is  very  bad,  which  1  Judge  is  caused  l)y  tlie  decom- 
position of  chips,  coal  dust,  aud  driiipiiigs  of  oil  from  the  machinery 
between  the  timbers,  as  there  is  no  iilling  in  the  ship. 

Tliere  apjiear  to  be  no  limbers  under  the  engine,  as  tlie  water  can  not 
flow  aft.  The  limber  chain  runs  only  from  the  after  jiart  of  the  eugiuo 
to  the  aft«r  part  of  ship.     It  should  run  ibre  and  aft. 

The  damage  sustained  by  our  collisitm  with  tlie  Valley  City  is  as  fol- 
lows: Stove  in  the  main  rail  on  starboard  i|narter  over  the  after  jiort; 
started  the  battery  [sic]  and  portion  of  plank  below  nlU-r  port,  and 
that  ]»ortion  of  plank  shear.  Both  the  battery  (sic|  and  rail  I  liiid  Ut 
be  rotten,  so  much  so  tliat  the  fastenings  will  be  very  insecure,  and  I 
have  no  means  of  ri'paii'ing  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

jAcon  M.  Dallas, 

Carpenter,  U.  S,  Navy. 

Commander  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 


Letter  from  Axsiiitani  Adjutant  Qrneral  WilUamft,  U.  S.  Army,  to  t  lie  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  reyardiny  marines  on  duty  near  Alea-andria,  Va. 

Headquakteks  Army  of  the  Potoslac, 

Washinyton,  September  30,  1861. 
Sin:  The  commanding  general  directs  nie  to  inform  you  that  the 
marines  now  on  duty  near  Alexandria  have  been  ordered  to  be  relieved, 
as  rei|ue8ted  in  your  letter  of  the  l.*4th  instant,  aud  they  are  expected  to 
start  for  this  city  at  9  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Williams, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


6y8       OPEKATIONS   ON   THK    POTOMAC   AND   RAPl'AHANNOCIf. 

[Telogrmm.] 

Navy  Yard  rWASHiNGTON,  D,  0.], 

September  30,  18G1 — 8  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General   Van   Vliet  has  just  telcpraphed'  from  Oeners^ 
Mel'lellun's   lioiise  tbat  tlie   boats  of  the  yard   will   not  be  wanted 
to  night.     If  80,  arc  the  scows  for  landing  to  he  sent  with  the  Under- 
writer f    How  is  Cai)taiii  Craven  to  know  of  the  change  in  operatiouat 

.T.  A.  Dahlgeen. 
Navy  Depaetmbnt. 


Letter  from  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  i 
Kary,  rrgardiny  a  proponed  movement. 

Navy  Yaed,  Washington,  September  30, 1861. 
The  movement  has  been   i>oatponed   until    to-morrow 


Dear  Sir 
night. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

Captain  Craven, 

Commandintj  Flotilla,  etc. 


J.  A.  Daulgren 


ITelegrmm.) 


Navy  Yard  [Wasuington,  D.  C],  October  1,  1861 
I  have  only  heard  from  yourself  that  the  movement  is  post|>oned. 
informed  Cajitaiu  Craven  last  night,  as  directed,  that  it  would  bo  made 
tonight,  anil  1  renewed  the  message  to-day.  The  steamboats  as  well 
as  the  Underwriter  iim\  j  A*.  Ii.\  Forben  have  steam  ready  t(»  start  the 
screws  with  them.    Combustibles  are  also  ready. 

J.   A.   DAni.GBEN, 

Hon.  G.  V.  Pox. 


Letter  from  commandant  navy  yard,  Wattkington,  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8, 
Navy,  commanding  J'otomac  Fhtilta,  regarding  proponed  erpedition 


Navy  Yard,  Washington,  October  l,  isoi 
Dear  Sir:  I  informed  you  last  night  that  other  orders  had  beea 
received.    To-night,  1  believe,  is  fixed  for  the  movement. 
The  Under  trriteriiinl  i''()r/j<'»  are  ready;  both  h  iive  the  ri  tied  80-pouudori 
The  scows,  too,  are  prepared  with  the  pitch,  turpentine,  eUi.,  with 
some  other  combustibles. 
I  will  start  these  vessels  soon  aft«r  dark  unless  otherwise  onlered 
Very  truly, 

J.  A.  Daiilguen 
Captain  Craven. 


m 


Lieutenant  Mygatt  is  suspended  by  order  of  the  Department. 
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Report  of  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  of  the  rcadineiDi  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Underwriter  for  service  in  tlie  Potomac  Flotilla, 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Wash  iiigton,  October  1,  1S61. 

Sra:  The  Underwriter  liaa  been  niude  fully  eiiual  to  any  service  and 
wa.s  in  readiness  to  join  tiie  llotilhi  last  niglit.  In  iitting  Ler  for  an 
armanieat  it  was  ueeesssiry  to  reidace  the  sliglit  deck  beams  and  ])lank 
entirely,  so  as  to  endure  tlio  weitrlit  of  the  heavy  guns.  Tlio  bottom 
renuired  calking  and  was  also  eopjiored. 

These,  with  repairs  of  boiler  and  engine  and  a  renewal  of  the  joiner's 
work,  are  estimated  to  have  eost  about  $0,000,  so  that  the  expense  of 
the  vessel  in  her  present  condition  has  been  $27,500. 

She  is,  however,  in  the  most  complete  order  except  the  boiler,  which 
may  last  six  months. 

'I'he  frame  iind  planking  were  found  to  be  strong  and  perfectly  sound, 
a  few  feet  of  stuff  replaeinjr  all  the  unsound  plank  in  her  bottom. 

The  vessel  mounts  a  rilled  .SOpounder  and  an  8-inch  shell-gun  of  63 
hundredweight,  one  ritled  and  one  smooth  lU-pounder. 

She  ciirries  also  more  tlian  two  months  provisions,  is  very  fast,  and 
of  light  draft. 

I  consider  her  the  best  vessel  of  the  class  that  has  been  at  this  yard, 
and  obtained  at  a  much  less  price  than  paid  for  vessels  much  inferior, 
if  1  am  correctly  iulbrmed. 

In  this  connection  I  may  mention  a  sample  of  quick  work  last  night. 
The  \R.  B,\  Forbes,  which,  but  for  the  nt'glect  of  a  master  workman, 
would  have  been  launched  in  the  morning,  was  not  afloat  till  the  after- 
noon tide,  about  4  p.  m.,  and  it  was  5  o'clock  before  she  was  under  the 
shears.  In  four  hours  her  masts  had  been  hoist4?d  in,  stepped,  and  the 
rigging  set  np,  the  armament  on  board,  powder,  shells,  etc.,  stowed, 
provisions  and  water  in,  steam  up,  men  aboard,  and  all  rea<ly  to  join 
the  tlotilla  and  go  into  action  by  II  p.  m.,  the  greater  part  of  the  work 
being  done  by  the  light  of  lanterns. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant, 

Uon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVary. 

[Endarwment.] 

Very  satisfactory,  and  the  dispatt^h  in  getting  the  [R.  B.\  Forbes 
rciuly  deserves  special  commeudatiou. 

W. 


[Telc^nun.] 

Navy  Yard  |  Wasuinoton,  D.  C],  October  1, 1861. 
The  Pitsey  brings  from  the  llotilhi  an  account  of  a  battery  near  Evans- 
port  just  noticed ;  said  to  have  five  guns.  You  may  remember  that  Mr. 
Sherburne,  who  left  the  Arkansas  regiment,  stated  that  he  saw  seven 
guns  lying  on  the  ground  in  this  vicinity.  I  have  sent  down  a  small 
steamer,  with  a  pilot  who  knows  the  place,  to  learu  more  of  the  batterj'. 

J.  A.  DAHLaUEN. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Nari/,  con 
viaufiiiiii  Potomac  Flotilla,  rcijarding  preparation  of  ve»neU  for  sea 
Her  rice. 

Navy  Department,  October  1, 1861. 
Sir  :  In  atldition  to  tlio  ftrdci-  direi'tiiiji;  you  to  have  the  Seminole  ready- 
to  po  to  seii  on  tin:  "itli  oC  tliis  nmiitli,  you  will  idso  liave  XhaPocahonta 
in  .'dl  respects  rpiuly  to  move  iit  tlie.  siiiiic  time. 

The  Harriet  Jaiih',  under  cl)iirf;o  of  her  fir.st  lieutenant  (acting^ 
K.  Townsend,  is  on  her  way  to  receive  lier  armament  at  this  yard,  after 
which  she  will  lie  i)la('ed  at  your  disposal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yimr  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Flotilla. 


[TelegTWn.] 


Navy  Yard  [Wa.shington,  D.  C],  October  1,  1861. 
The  I>airn  ha.s  arrived.  Her  euyiiie  disable*].  Was  towed  np 
Jsland  Belle.  Commander  Chandler  will  report  in  i)erson  immediately. 
Lieutenant  Commatidiuj;  Lowry  lias  ariived  and  taken  command  of 
Underufiter.  What  shall  Lieutenant  Itoe  dof  'IlXxo  Island  Jielle  wiM 
take  down  the  Adams  family. 

J.  A.  DAnLOBEN. 

Navy  Department. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Laiery,  U.  8.  Nart/,  of  having  aioivmed  comman^\ 

the  U.  8.  >'.  Underwriter. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C,  October  1, 1861. 
Sir:  III  obedience  to  j'our  order  of  the  21st  8eptA;mber  I  have  this 
day  rei>ortc<l  for  the  command  of  the  IJ.  H.  S.  Uiidrneriter. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.   B.   LOWRY, 

Litutettant,  U.  8.  Nary. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xiivy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.Nat 
eominunding  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  Confederate  means  of  com- 
iiiunication. 

Navy  I>evartment,  Octobtr  l,  1861. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  information  deposited  in  this  Depart- 
ment: 

Informntion  is  commanicatpil  to  tLo  Confederates  in  Virginia  by  perBonB  who 
cniKs  tlio  Potomac  from  Mr»ryl:ui<l  mid  laud  on  ttio  Virginia  sido  at  Muddy  Creok, 
jiiMt  Ixdow  tlio  <lil«>  (if  .foliDHtoii'i*  farm,  find  a  sliart  di«1;»iifn  ludow  tlio  mouth  of 
liiiiiting  Creek.  I.audiiii;  ttipni  tliey  koe|i  on  down  to  tUe  Kud  llouso  farm  and  via 
Onm  Bpriiig,  about  a  milu  nortU  of  Monat  Voruon,  until  they  pass  tbo  range  i  ~    ' 


II     UlJll    ^  lit  J 

ige  of  the       I 


Fc(lt>rii!  jnekets.     They  eau  winily  ciirrv  supplies  by  the  sumo  muto.     This  i milil  all 

^Ue  lirokou  Uji  by  a  small,  light-draft  voattel,  properly  urniud,  utid  Htatiunod  opjxxiite 
the  Tent  LmidiuK. 
On 
n 


Very  respect  Cully,  eU:, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captiiin  Thomas  T.  Ckaven, 

Commuttdinij  Potomac  Flotilla,  Wallhinyt^}n,  i>.  0. 


Ortler  of  the  Secretary  <>/  the  Xary  to  Captain  Craven,  U,  S.  Navi/,  com- 
maniiing   Potomac   Flotilla,    to  foncard   nyort   in  the  matter  of  the  : 
ntliooiicr  iSamitvl  li.  Orice. 

Navy  Department,  (Molxr  i\  isai. 

SiB:  A  daim  liaa  liecn  presented  to  the  Department  for  daiuufjes ' 
sustained  by   the  sclnmner  ISamucl  II.  (trice,  in   a  enllisoii   witli    tlie 
steamer  Yunlue.     Will  yon  pleiise  report  tbe  circumstances  of  the  eol- 
lision  ?    The  damage  is  stated  at  *4or).!)0. 

1  am,  respecttully,  your  obeilient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  ('RAVEN, 

Commanding  U.  H.  Flotilla,  Potomac  Biver. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Fhiilla, 

relative  to  collusion  between   U.  8.  8.  Yankee  ami  schooner  Samuel  B. 

Orice. 

U.  S.  8.  Yankee,  October  3,  iKiil. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  aekowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  lA  instant  asking  for  a  statement  of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  collision  between  this  vessel  and  the  schooner  Samuel  Ji.  Orice. 

On  Satnrday  evening  at  about  8  o'clock,  the  night  being  quite  dark, 
the  pilots  suddenly  discovered  a  schooner  on  our  starboaiil  buw;  we 
were  then  hard  over  on  the  east  side  of  the  channel,  and  about  lA 
miles  below  Alexandria.  Inmiediately  upon  the  discovery  of  the 
schooner  (which  was  at  that  time  snppused  to  be  at  anch<ir)  the  engines 
were  stopped.  A  moment  thereafter  the  schooner  was  discovered  to  be 
underway  and  standing  diretttly  toward  our  starboard  bow.  The  ves- 
sel was  hailed  and  ordered  to  i)nt  his  hehn  hard  down,  that  is,  astiir- 
board,  which  he  failed  to  do,  and,  as  a  collision  was  inevitable,  our 
pilots,  very  properly,  to  avoid  being  strnik  on  our  broadside,  [iiit our 
helm  hard  aport.  Tlie  conscfjiience  was  that  we  took  her  on  her  port 
bow,  starting  three  or  four  of  her  planks  and  carrying  away  her  bow- 
Kjirit.  The  damage  sustained  by  the  schooner  could  not,  iu  my  opinion, 
amount  to  more  than  $150. 

When  the  f/ritr  was  first  discovered  tliis  vessel  was  going  at  the 
rate  of  about  7  knots,  or  at  half  speed;  the  schooner  hud  shown  no 
lights,  and  from  the  discovery,  or  alarm,  to  tbe  moment  of  colliding  the 
time  was  scarcely'  a  minute  ami  a  half. 

We  towed  tlie  schooner  up  and  secured  her  to  a  wharf  at  Alexandria. 
Very  rcspeutfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commandivg  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ^Va^lhington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Craren,  IT.  S.  Ifary,  commamUnij  Potonuxc  FlotiUcL, 
regarding  U.  ii.  »V.  Si'ininole. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  Octobi-r  3, 1861—9  p.  m. 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday  just  received,  I  have 
ordered  the  Seminole  to  proceed  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning  to  the 
navy  ysu'd  at  Washisifjtou  fin-  repairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Cbavkn, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  J).  0, 


Report  of  Captain  Craren,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  collinion  between  U.  8.  steamer  a  Jacob  Bell  and  Island  Belle. 

U.  8.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  Occoqiian  Rirer,  October  3,  1861. 
Sir:  An  xinfortunate  collision  took  place  yesterday  between  the 
steamers  Jacob  Bell  ami  Inland  Btlle,  which  ao  damaged  them  that  I 
was  obliged  to  send  tlieni  up  to  the  navy  yard  for  repairs.  The  tug- 
boat Ilerlicrt  has  entirely  broken  down  and  this  inoruing  was  towed  up 
for  repairs.  So  soon  as  I  recL-ive  the  official  reports  from  the  command- 
ers of  these  vessels  of  the  cireumslances  leading  to  the  disaster,  1  will 
forward  them  to  the  Oepartuient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  T.  Obavkn, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Waskitigion,  D,  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8,  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  FlotillOj 
regarding  increase  of  Confederate  force.  ' 

U.  S,  8.  Yankee,  October  3, 1861. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  IVIagaw,  who  has  just  come  up  from 
Arjuia  Creek  for  the  pui-pose  of  lilliug  up  his  water,  informs  me  that 
within  the  last  twenty  four  hours  there  has  been  a  large  increase  of  j 
rebel  forces  at  the  mouth  of  Potomac  Creek.     He  supiwsed  there  aref 
about  three  regiments  now  encamped  at  that  place. 

I  noticed  this  morning  what  appeared  to  be  smoke  from  camp  fir 
extending  from  Powell's  Creek  along  the  road  toward  liunifries,  a  dis- 
tance of  some  3  or  1  miles.  Excepting  these  indications  of  the  presence 
of  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  between  Occoquau  aud  Aquia,  everything 
is  quiet  along  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.S.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wanhington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Naty,  com- 
manding Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  U.  S.  8,  Pocahontas. 

Navy  Department,  October  5, 1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  dispatch  tlie  Pocahontan  immediately  to  the  navy  yard, 
WasbinjjtoD. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captaiu  T,  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Order  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Ifavy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  to 
Lieutenant  Wyman,  V.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  to 
proceed  to  Washinglon. 

U.  S.  8.  Yankee,  October  5,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed,  with  the  Pocahontas  under  your  com- 
inaod,  to  tlie  navy  yard  at  Wasliingtou,  aud  ou  your  arrival  there  report 
to  tlie  Departmeut. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  FMilla. 

Lieutenant  Commandiug  R.  H.  Wyman, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Pocahontas,  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Washing- 
ton, regarding  U.  8.  steamers  Harriet  Lane  and  Pocahontas. 

Navy  Department,  October  5, 1861. 
Sir  :  Yon  will  assume  charge  of  the  steamer  Harriet  Lane  aud  pre- 
pare her  for  service  iu  the  Potomiic  as  Captain  Craveu's  ship. 

Tlie  Pocahontan  is  ordered  to  the  yard  to  make  some  changes  in  her 
battery.    Commander  Drayton  will  take  command  of  her. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  John  A.  Dahlgken, 

Cotnmandant  Navy  iard,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Leonard  Marbury,  esq.,  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  com- 
manding Potomac  Flotilla,  proposing  means  for  the  capture  of  a  party 
of  secessionists. 

Glymont  [Md.],  October  5,  1861. 
SiB:  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be  an  attempt 
made  from  Glymont  wharf  to  night  to  ferry  across  the  Potomac  to  Vir- 
ginia a  party  of  secessionists,  which  I  think,  with  proper  vigilance, 
could  be  i)revented  by  the  capture  of  the  party.  After  nightfall  per- 
sons might  be  secreted  near  and  about  the  place  where  the  demon- 
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Repori  »/  Captain  Craren,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  Potomac  FlotiUOf 
regarding  U.  <S'.  S.  Seminole. 

V.  8.  S.  Yankee,  October  3, 1861—9  p.  m. 
SiB:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday  just  received,  I  have 
ordered  tlie  Seminole  to  jiroceed  at  daylight  to-morrow  niorniiig  to  the 
navy  yard  at  Wanhington  for  repairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Cbaven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  GiSEuN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  0. 


I 


Report  of  Captain  Craren,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding   Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  collision  beticcen  U.  S.  sieamets  Jacob  Bell  and  Island  Belle. 

U.  8.  S.  Yankee, 
Off  (kcoquan  Hirer,  October  3,  1861. 
8m:  An  nnfortunate  collision  took  place  yesterday  between  the 
steamers  Jacob  Bell  mid  Island  Belle,  which  so  daniaRcd  them  that  I 
was  oblifited  to  send  them  up  to  the  navy  yard  fur  repairs.  The  tug- 
boat Herbert  has  entirely  broken  down  and  this  moniiiig  was  towed  up 
for  repairs.  So  soon  as  1  receive  Jheoflicial  reports  from  the  c^immaud- 
ers  of  tiiese  vessels  of  the  t^ircumstauces  leading  to  the  disaster,  I  will 
forward  them  to  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flolilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  i>.  0. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.S.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  increase  of  Confederate  force. 

U.  S.  8.  Yankee,  October  3,  1S61. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Magaw,  who  has  just  come  up  from 
Aquia  Creek  for  the  jmrptwe  of  rtlliiig  up  his  water,  informs  me  that 
within  the  last  tweuty-lbur  hours  (here  has  been  a  large  increase  of 
rebel  forces  at  the  mouth  of  I'otoniac  Creek.  He  supposed  there  are 
about  three  regiments  now  encamped  at  that  place. 

I  noticed  this  morning  wliiit  appeared  to  be  smoke  from  camp  fires 
extending  Irom  Powell's  Creek  along  the  road  toward  iJuuifries,  a  dis- 
tsuice  of  some  3  or  4  miles.  Excepting  these  indications  of  the  presence 
of  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  between  Occoquau  and  Aquia,  everything 
is  quiet  along  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla: 
_  Hon.  GrDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Nary,  com- 
manding Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  U.  IS.  8.  Pocahontas. 

Navy  Department,  October  5, 1861. 
Sib  :  Yoa  will  dispatch  the  Pocahontas  imiuediiitely  to  the  navy  yard, 
Wasbingtou. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 


Order  of  Captain  Craven,  XT.  8.  Ifavy,  comtnanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  to 
Lieutenant  Wymaii,  D.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Pocahontas,  to 
proceed  to  Washington. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  October  5,  1861. 
Sir:  Yon  will  please  proceed,  with  the  Pocahontas  under  your  com- 
mand, to  tlie  navy  yard  at  Washingtou,  aud  on  your  arrival  there  report 
to  the  Department. 

KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  H.  Wyman, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pocahontas,  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Washing- 
ton, regarding  U,  8.  steamers  Harriet  Lane  and  Pocahontas. 

Navy  Department,  October  5, 1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  assume  charge  of  the  steamer  Harriet  Lane  and  pre- 
j)are  lier  for  service  in  tljo  Potomac  as  ('aptain  Craven's  ship. 

The  I'orahontax  is  ordered  to  the  yaiil  to  make  some  changes  in  her 
battery.    Commander  Drayton  will  take  command  of  her. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  John  A.  Dahloben, 

Commandant  Navy  Jard,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Leonard  Marhury,  esq.,  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  com- 
manding  Potomac  Fhtilla,  proposing  means  for  the  ctipture  of  a  party 
of  secessionists. 

Glymont  [Md.],  October  5, 1861. 
Sib:  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be  an  attempt 
made  from  Glymont  wharf  tonight  to  ferry  across  the  Potomac  to  Vir- 
ginia a  party  of  secessionists,  which  I  think,  with  proper  vigilance, 
could  be  prevented  by  the  capture  of  the  party.  After  nightfall  per- 
sons might  be  secreted  ueai'  and  about  the  place  where  the  demon- 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  IlarreU,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Unto 
requesting  inMructiont  regardinif  passage  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Union, 
OffAqvia  Creek,  October  7,  1861. 
SiE:  I  fear  yon  have  not  received  my  messajfe  asking  for  instructions 
as  to  the  passtij^e  of  vt-ssels  up  the  river.  There  is  quite  a  little  Heet 
assembled  here,  and  many  more  below.  Among  those  here  are  some 
baltdozeu  with  Government  stores,  three  of  them  steamers,  one  having 
on  board  a  comi>any  of  soldiers  acting  as  escort.  I  will  thank  you  to  give 
nie  specific  orders  for  my  government  upon  this  subject;  1  do  not  like 
to  permit  them  to  j>ass  without  your  orders.  The  tugboat  Cuur  de  Lion^ 
towing  a  small  sloop  belonging  to  the  Government,  has  Just  anchored. 
She  is  without  armament  and  has  orders  to  proceed  to  the  navy  yai-d, 
Washington.  I  shall  i)ermit  her  to  leave  during  the  night  if  you  do  not 
order  the  contrary.  Nothing  new  at  this  point  Captain  Amos  P. 
Foster,  of  the  Jiesolute,  rei>orts  that  he  saw  four  boats  under  the  bat- 
teries at  Shipping  Point. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Harrgll, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Captain  Ceaven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant   WilUttmnon,   P,  8.  iVary,  of  lutring  reported  for 
corumaml  of  the  U.  8.  brig  Perry, 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  October  8,  l8f,i. 
SiK:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Deparlment  of  dat«  the  3d 
instant  I  have  this  day  re]torted  to  Commander  Dahlgren  for  the  coni- 
maud  of  the  U.  S.  brig  Perry. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Williamson, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wanhington,  D.  G. 


I 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Penguin,  of  the  collision  of  that  vessel  with  V.  8.  tug  Rescue. 

U.  8.  S.  Penguin, 
Rappahannock  Rirer,  October  S,  1861. 

SiK:  I  have  to  report  tbiit  I  arrived  at  this  station  this  \y,  m.  and 
relieved  CommatuliM-  <ilissoii  iti  conforuiity  to  yonr  orders. 

In  cousefiiR'iice  of  the  inclemcticy  of  the  weather  and  darkness  of 
last  night  I  was  Dbligcd  to  anchor  oif  Maryhiiid  Point,  previous  to  reach- 
ing which,  this  vessel,  I  regret  to  state,  <'iuiu'  in  collision  with  the  tug 
Rescue.  She  was  (irst  discovered  on  the  starboard  bow.  I  slowed, 
stopped,  steered  well  clear  of  her.  and  sSarted  ahead;  soon  after  which 
she  also  started  her  engine  and  ran  directly  athwart  my  bows,  regard- 
less of  my  frefjueutorders  to  back.     Wc  both  showed  lights.    The  only 
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excuses  offered  by  lier  officer  in  ctiarge  were  tliat  be  took  us  to  be  the 
Kexolult;  \\  liicli  he  knew  to  l>e  at  auohor  near  him.  As  I  had  no  diffi- 
culty ill  (li'U'ru>iiiiiijj  lier  size  from  the  first,  I  can  not  conceive  how  lie 
eould  have  made  tliis  mistake,  except  that  nmch  confusion  i)revailed  on 
board  of  her.  I  was  in  formed  that  no  seriouH  damage  waa  done  to  her. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  a.  Budd, 
Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

Captain  TuoMAs  T.  (Jravkn.  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Potomuv.  Flotilla. 


Order  from  mmmandant  narif  yard,  Wanhington,  to  Lieutenant  Wain- 
wrif)lit,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Fort  Ellsworth,  for  200  men  for  special 
servivi: 

COMMANDAJJT'S  OFFICE,  XAVY  YARD, 

WdHhington,  October  S,  1S61. 
Sib:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  desires  to  have  2(Mi  men  from  Fort 
Ellswortli  fur  special  service.  You  will  therefore  make  a  selection  of 
good  men,  with  their  coiuitlement  of  petty  officers,  in  such  a  way  that 
the  body  shall  itichnle  ii  complete  coriv.H  for  the  inauagement  and  supply 
of  a  gun  as  mounted  in  shore  battery. 

I  will  send  you  i-'OO  men  to  supply  their  phices,  from  whence  you  can 
make  the  retjuired  rates.     Be  careful  to  transfer  your  own  seamen  with- 
out rates. 
Please  to  have  the  detachment  ready  by  4  p.  m. 
liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dabloben. 
Lieutenant  Wainwrioht, 

Conmandiug  Fort  Ellstcorth. 


Order  from  the  Secretnrif  of  the  Napy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  »S'.  Navy, 
commanditttf  Potomac  Flotilla,  detaching  a  vessel  from  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  October  a,  1861. 
Sir:  Instead  of  the  steamer  [tng]  hesime  you  will  dispatch  the  char- 
tered st-eani  tiiK  Murray  ti>  lIain]»ton  Roads,  Va.,  immediately,  direct- 
ing her  coniniaudinfj  ofllcer  to  repoi  t  to  FlajiOfficer  Goldsborough. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Ga])taiu  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Order  of  Captnin  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  to 
Lieutenant  Eastman,  U.  H.  Nary,  to  assume  command  of  U.  8. 8.  Yankee. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  October  9,  1861. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Prt»r«ee  and  will 
assume  the  (ominand  of  the  steamer  Yankee,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
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tlie  honorable  Seoretary  of  tlip  Navy.  So  soon  us  tlie  Yankfie  lias  tilled 
up  her  (!oal  you  will  proceed  down  tlie  river  and  report  to  Lieuteiiaut 
Conuiiandinu  McC'rea. 

liespeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  T.  Craven, 
Commandinij  Potomac  Flotilla, 

Lieutenant  Ooinmaiidiug  Thomas  H.  Eastman, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wiiman,  U.  S.  yari/,  of  Imrinfj  assumed  command 
of  the  U.  S.  iS'.  I 'air  lice. 

U.  8.  8.  I'AWNEE,  October  W,  imi. 
Sir:  I  liavf^  (lie  lionor  toaelciiowleilfjc  the  receiptor  an  order  detach- 
ing me  from  tlie  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Yankee  to  assutue  the  tempo- 
rary eonunaiid  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee,  and  have  reported  in  obedience 
to  said  order. 

1  aiu,  sir,  very  resiMsetinlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

If.    H.   WVMAN, 

Lieutenant  (Jommandiiuj,  U,  S,  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  TJ.  8.  yavy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  of 
eJcecutiuH  of  DcpartmcnVii  ordem  regarding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

U.  8.  S.  Yankee,  October  JO,  1861, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
the  4th  instant,  ami  to  inform  you  tliat;  in  obedience  thereto,  immedi- 
ately on  its  receipt,  tlie  7tli  instant,  I  dispatched  tlie  Vcmjuin,  Lieuten- 
ant Coniinaiidiiig  l!iid<l,  to  the  month  of  the  Kappahaunoclc  Itiver  to 
relieve  the  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vi-nioit. 

Very  lesjvectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
CoMHianding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Hon.  friDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  McCrea,  U 
Bell,  of  xernces  performed  by  v 
command. 


RiE:  T  have  the  honor  to  rejiort 
your  absence.  On  the  night  of  tl 
Budd's  Ferry,  Vnlle;/  ('Ht/>ti\  I  loll 
Heliance  ott  Mattawoman  Creek, 
which  duty  was  i»erforined.     Last 


H.  Nary,  commanding  U.  H.  S.  Janoh 
•enseln  of  the  First  Division  under  his 

IT,  8.  8.  [JAf'on]  Bell, 

Of  Indian  Head,  <Mohrr  11,  18111. 

tlie  iiHivenients  of  this  division  during 

le  !)th  I  stationed  tin-  (A\  ]l.\  Hale  ott' 

iiiid's  I  (lallowing,  or  llollis's?]  Point, 

with  orders  to  return  at  daylight, 

night  I  statione^l  the  Valley  Vityuud 
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Eale  ott'  IhuJil's  Kerry,  but  tbey  were  witlulmwu  by  Lieutenant  Com- 
iiuniditifi  lljuifirs  onliT  at  ii  later  liour.  Tlio  Krlianvv  I  stationed  at 
Holhuid'.s  I  Hallowiii},',  or  IIijlHs'st]  I'oiiit.  At.'J  a.  in.  this  mondu^  1  dis- 
covered ii  rocliet  t'oiiij;  u|)  and  saw  clashes  of  l)};litaii<l  iieard  reportsof 
artillery  down  tlio  river.  1  {jot  underway  witli  tlie  VKlIri/  Citif  and  went 
as  far  as  Quautieo  Creek,  where  I  .saw  sometliiiig  buniiiiti,  iiuikiujj  a  large 
lire;  to  tbe  best  of  niy  .judgiaent  I  made  it  to  be  a  sehoouer.  I  returned 
to  itiy  present  iinehorage  before  daylight  without  making  any  further 
discoveries,  the  Vtillei/  ('itij  following. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

E.  r.  McCrea, 
Lieutenant,  Commandiwj,  Sinior  Offuier  of  FirHt  IHvUion. 

Captain  T,  T.  Ceaven, 

Commanding  rotomao  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8,  Nary,  commandinfj  Potomac  Flotilla, 
iranHmitting  report  of  Lieuttnant  llarrcll,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Union,  of  boat  expedition  for  the  dextruction  of  large  schooner. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  October  11,  iStil. 
Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  transmit  berewith  a  reiiort  from  Lieutenant 
Coninianding  A.  I>.  Uarrell,  relative  to  the  burning  of  a  large  acliooner 
in  Quantieo  Creek. 

The  affair  seenis  to  bave.  been  well  planned  and  gallantly  executed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Fotumac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  ^avy,  WaahingtoH,  I).  0.  I 

[EnclMnre.] 

U.  S.  S.  Union, 
OffAquia  Creek,  Oetober  11,  1S61. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  anbinit  the  following  report  for  your  infor- 
mation : 

Being  informed  of  a  large  schooner  lying  in  Quantico  (or  Dumfries) 
Creek,  knowing  also  that  a  large  number  of  1r<H)ps  were  collected  at 
that  jioint  with  the  view  of  crossing  the  l'otnnia<-  River,  as  was  reported 
to  n)e,  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  to  destroy  lier.  With  this  object 
iu  view  I  took  two  Iuun<'lies  and  my  boat  and  |inlted  in  for  the  vessel 
at  half  jiast  13  this  morning.  One  of  tlie  launches  was  commanded 
by  Midshipman  W .  F.  Stewart,  acM'omjianied  by  the  master,  Kd.  L. 
Haines,  of  tbe  IUnciie,  and  the  otiier  by  Acting  blaster  Amos  (P.] 
Fojster,  of  the  liendute.  1  took  with  me  the  jiilotof  this  vessel,  Lewis 
Penn. 

Some  little  dilficulty  was  esiterienced  in  finding  the  entrance  to  the 
creek,  wiiich  you  will  remember  is  very  nariow;  but  Laving  found  it 
we  pulled  up  this  crookeil  channel  within  pistol  shot  of  either  shore 
until  wediscovei'ed  the  scluHiner.  She  was  close  to  the  shore  in  charge 
of  a  sentry,  who  lle<l  at  luir  appn»acli  and  alarnu'il  the  camp.  She  had 
a  new  suit  of  sails,  and  all  tlie.  Iiirnitiue  (oniplete  iu  the  cabin,  which 
was  collected  together  and  lired,  producing  a  beautifid  conllagiatioD, 
but  unfortunately  revealing  our  position  to  the  enemy,  who  commencor 
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a  rapid  lire  from  both  banks  of  tliat  narrow  and  torfnons  stream  and 
keptitup,  intermingled  with  opprobrions  epithets,  nntil  we  wei-e beyond 
their  range. 

Our  crews  returned  a  random  fire  from  tlie  boats  and  two  steamers, 
gave  tliree  cheers,  and  pulled  for  their  vessels,  the  light  from  the  burn- 
ing schooner  guiding  them  on  their  way.  Her  destruction  waa  com- 
plete, and  although  the  clothes  of  the  men  and  the  boats  were  perforated 
with  balls,  not  a  man  fwas|  killed.  Otticers  and  men  vied  with  each 
other  in  the  r>erformance  of  their  duty.  Acting  Master  Foster  applied 
the  match  in  the  cabin  of  the  doomed  vessel.  Acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon W,  li.  BonssiU  awompanied  the  expe<lition,  ready,  should  his 
services  be  required. 

I  hope  what  I  have  done  will  meet  your  approbation,  notwithstanding 
I  have  acted  without  orders.  This  little  aflair  will  show  the  enemy  at 
least  that  wo  are  watching  him  and  ready  to  meet  and  destroy  hia 
preparations  for  crossing  this  river  at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

tA.  D.  Hauhell, 
LieuUnant,  Commanding, 
Captain  T.  T.  CttATEN, 
Cummandini/  Potomac-  Flotilla, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Harrell,  U.  S,  Navy, 
commandiuff  U.  S.  N.    Union,  commendinij  him  and  the  officer*  tn 
his  command/or  the  deatruetion  of  the  schooner  in  Dumfries  Creek, 


Navy  Depaktstent,  October  IS,  1861. 
Sra:  The  gallant  achievement  performed  by  yourself  and  the  officers 
and  men  under  your  cotiiiuand  at  Dumfries  [tjuanticoj  Creek,  iu 
destroying  the  schooner  which  the  insurgents  hail  fitted  for  service, 
deserves  and  receives  the  a]>iiroval  and  commendation  of  the  Depart- 
ment. The  .successful  result  under  great  disadvantages,  without  loss 
of  life,  demonstrates  the  daring  intit'iiidity  of  the  Navy,  which  only 
requires  a  field  whereon  to  prove  the  quality  of  those  who  serve  under 
its  banners.  The  1  )epartment  will  take  great  pleasure  iu  assigning  you 
to  the  command  of  a  better  vessel  when  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
in  the  Pot(jmac'  ■will  permit  of  your  being  removed  from  the  sphere  of 
duty  where  you  liaA-e  proved  yourself  so  useful.  You  will  cause  this 
letter  to  be  read  to  those  who  took  jiart  with  you  in  the  expedition, 
and  express  to  them  the  thanks  of  the  Department  for  their  good 
conduct. 

I  am,  resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  D.  Habrell,  U.  S.  Nax-y, 

U.  8.  a.  Union,  Potomac  Flotilla. 


fieport  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  steam  tug  James  Murray. 

O.  S.  S.  Yankee,  October  11,  1S61. 
SiU:  In  consequence  of  the  re^wrt  of  Mr.  William  J.  Odeon,  first 
assistant  engineer  of  this  vessel,  I  am  compelled  t4)  send  the  steam  tug 
Jatius  Murray  niy  t0  the  \m\'y  y-Aitl  for  repairs.     When  at  the  Depart- 
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meiit  tm  tlie  Sth  instant  1  iiiulerstooil  it  wiiH  yoeir  iutfiition  to  detiwth 
tbe  Mui'inij  froui  t\M  I'dtuiiiikc  Flutilla  ;uid  oidcr  lit-r  to  rciiort  to  Flag- 
Ottu^iT  ( rolilf^borouyli  at  Foi  tress  Mtmroe.  If  kucIi  au  order  has  beeu 
issued  it  bas  luiscarrietl.  Should  it  still  be  the  intention  to  send  cue  of 
the  sDiall  tugs  away  tVoni  the  river,  I  wonhl  respeetfully  suggest  that 
the  FuHcy  or  Herbert  be  substituted  for  tlie  Murray. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  T.  Craven, 
Commandiuff  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  2»avy. 


1 


Report  of  Acting  Manter^s  Mate  Street,  U.  8.  If^avy,  commajidiwi  U. 
sdwoner  Dami,  of  ewiayanents  icith  Confederates  at  Stafford  Mills. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Dana,  Octoher  ll,  18S1. 

Sir:  While  cruisinj^  close  along  the  Virginia  shore  on  the  7th  instant 
I  was  fired  into  by  the  rebels  with  rifles  at  Stafford  [Stratford f  J  Mills. 
I  tired  one  shot  at  them;  the  second  Jammed  iu  the  gun.  It  being  near 
dark  I  withdrew.  On  the  10th  I  again  sailed  over  tt)  the  mills,  intend- 
ing if  fired  upon  to  retaliate.  On  my  aj)proacb  horns  were  sounded 
around  the  ccmntry  and  in  a  few  ntinutes  1  eoiild  see  men  on  the  bluffs 
(which  at  this  place  are  200  feet  high)  and  on  the  beach.  Those  on  the 
beach,  after  getting  behind  the  "ood  jjiles  that  are  there,  fired  niKm  us. 
I  fired  five  .shrapnel  at  them,  being  all  the  dry  ammunition  I  had  on 
board,  each  of  which  went  on  shore  among  the  wood  and  bashes,  but 
with  what  effect  1  couhl  not  ascertain.  Those  on  the  blufl's  fired  con- 
Btantly  at  us  while  we  remained  near  the  shore,  but  did  not  hit  anyone 
on  board. 

The  Island  Belle  came  down  the  river  shortly  afterwards  and  tired  a 
few  rounds  and  returned  uj)  the  river  again.  Sailing  down  the  river, 
and  when  near  tbe  mouth  of  Nomini  Bay,  I  saw  a  man  on  the  hill  wav- 
ing a  signal  attached  to  a  pole.  The  wind  being  ofi'shore  1  worked 
in  toward  him  and  when  neur  enough  he  halloed  to  us  that  he  wanted 
to  come  on  board.  I  told  him  to  go  down  to  a  long  sand  beach,  about 
300  yards  below,  and  1  would  take  him  on  board.  Finding  that  we  were 
as  near  to  the  shore  as  we  would  go,  a  fire  was  opened  on  us  from  the 
bushes  with  rifles.  .Judging  from  the  nnmber  of  shots  fired  the  first 
round,  there  were  from  fifteen  to  twenty  men.  Not  having  any  dry 
ammunition,  I  gave  the  older  for  the  men  to  lie  down  on  deck,  took  the 
helm  and  sheered  off  from  shore.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  one  was 
iujured,  although  the  balls  fell  thick  around  us. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  T.  Street, 

Acting  Master's  Mate. 

Commander  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Acting  Manter^s  Mate  Harris,  U.  8.  JVary,  commanding  U,  8. 
Inland  Belle,  regarding  engagement  at  Stafford  Mills. 

U.  S.  S.  Island  Belle,  October  12,  1861. 
Sir:  Yesterday  evening  the  U.  S.  store  boat  Wyandank  came  steau 
mg  down  the  river,  bound  to  Piney  Point.    I  got  underway  and  accoi 


712   OPERATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

panied  liiin  to  Bliikistoite  Island,  wliere  I  discovered  a  sclionner  under 
tlie  WUite  (Noiuhiij  Clirt's,  Va.,  directly  o])]iosite,  (iriii;;  iipdn  tmme  i>er- 
soiiw  iishoir.  I  irMKicdiately  direoted  out'  course  lor  them  and  on  coming 
up  with  tliein  I  found  it  was  tli«  T.  S.  sdiooner  Diina.  1  eniiuired  the 
cause  of  liis  firiiiff.  lie  said  tlicy  were  reconnoiterinfi  alun^r  tlie  slif>re 
wbeii  a  iiarty  of  men  ran  out  of  an  old  niili  and  lired  upon  bis  vessel, 
the  halls  fallinfr  all  around  liini.  lie  retui-ned  tlieir  tire  with  three 
shell  without  doing  any  execution,  so  1  steamed  at(ui^'  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  beach  and  tireil  a  rille  shell  at  the  mill,  wInn  I  distinittly 
saw  some  thirty  men  runniiigr  from  diflerent  hidiu{(  places  and,  concen- 
trating their  whole  force  behind  a  wood  pile,  they  commenced  a  deliber- 
ate (Ire  at  us,  their  aim  being  either  too  high  or  too  low;  so  I  directe«l 
our  guns  for  the  wood  i»ile,  the  first  shell  [lassing  over  their  heads  and 
the  second  too  low;  the  tlrird  exploded  in  their  very  midst,  scattering 
the  wood  in  every  direction  and  niainiiug,  if  rn>t  killing,  several  of 
them,  as  I  saw  some  of  them  assisting  others  to  get  away.  I  continued 
tiring  as  long  as  1  could  see  them.  I  then  returned  t«  my  station.  I 
sincerely  ho])e  this  will  not  meet  your  disapprobation,  for  I  acted  us  I 
thought  you  would  have  me  act  were  you  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Arnold  G.  Harris, 
Actiiiff  Miuter'g  Mate. 
Commodore  TuoMAs  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  A'nrj/  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N^avy, 
commandinij  Potomac  Flotilla,  transmitting  information  regarding 
affairs  on  the  Potomac. 

Navy  Departjcent,  October  11,  1861. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  of  this  date,  received  from 
Brigsvdier-Cleneral  Marey,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  report  accompa- 
nying it,  which  contains  inforniatiou  of  some  importance  respecting 
aflairs  on  the  Potomac. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GrDEON  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 

(EnclDsure.] 

Headquakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washirigtiin,  October  11,  1861. 
Sir:  The  following  report  has  been  received  from  a  very  reliable 
source. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  B.  Marcy, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[Snlieooloanra] 

I  left  Baltimore  Thursday  morning  and  landed  at  Millstone  Landing 
at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  I  left  there  Friday  uiorning  f<n'  Herring  Cieek.  I 
employed  a  negro  man  I'"riday  night  to  take  me  over  to  Ragged  Point. 
There  is  nothing  whatever  going  on  at  that  point. 
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I  left  tljero  and  went  to  tlie  mouth  of  ISIticliodoe  Creek  (under  tlie  plea 
of  dehviM-iii^'  some  letters  to  soldiers  from  Mixryhind).  An  ohl  iniui,  n 
fiuiiier,  tolil  me  that  a  small  oyster  schooner  eaiiie  into  the  creek  about 
three-fourths  of  a  milenpwith  -(M)  ke^js  of  powder  and  .">,(MM)  Miiiieear- 
tridtjes.  Oo  told  me  that  nearly  every  week  some  one  or  more  vessels 
eoaie  up  the  creek.  The  sclioouer  referred  to  reeeive<l  her  carpo  at  or 
near  Newcastle,  Del.,  and  came  throuffh  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal. 

I  went  back  to  the  creek  and  from  there  went  uear  Port  Tobac^ 
and  Jit  niftht  {Sunday)  hired  a  man  to  take  mo  t«  Jlathias  Point, 
landed  and  walked  fully  liOO  yards  before  1  met  a  rebel  soldier,  who  con- 
ducted mil  to  Captain  I«;de!in,  of  .St.  ^Mary's  County,  when  1  delivered 
five  letters  to  be  sent  to  Kiclimond.  lie  told  me  that  there  are  two 
regiments  stationed  near  the  jvoiut.  One  is  commanded  by  Colonel  lUir- 
pess,  of  Virginia.  All  of  his  men  belong  to  the  eastern  part  of  Vir- 
ginia.   The  other  isc(»uuuarided  byCoiunel ,  also  of  Virginia.    It 

ia  eom|K)sed  of  c-ompatiies  from  Charles,  St.  Mary's,  and  Calvert  couu- 
ties,  of  Maryland,  and  the  rest  id'  ^'irginia. 

There  were  live  regiments  stationed  thereuntil  last  week,  Monday, 
when  three  left  to  go  in  the  neighborhood  of  Freestone  Point. 

They  have  ik>  battery  at  Matliias  Point,  but  two  S-jiounder  cannon, 
monnted  on  four  wheels.  They  would  have  larger,  and  wonid  erect  a 
battery  at  the  piant,  bat  tlio  land  in  the  rear  of  the  point  is  swampy 
and  they  can  not  get  larger  cannon  tliere.  They  commenced  making  a 
battery  there,  but  abandoned  making  it. 

Edelin  also  told  me  that  tliej'  wanted  the  Crovernment  to  believe  that 
thei-e  was  a  bat  tery  there,  so  as  to  prevent  our  troops  landing  there  to  go 
to  Fredericksburg. 

Lie  says  there  is  not  less  than  10,000  men  between  Malhias  Point  and 
A({ura  Creek;  that  the  only  strong  batteries  that  they  have  on  the 
Potomac  are  at  Aquia  C'reck.  lie  also  says  that  on  nearly  every  innut 
on  the  Potomac  they  have  brush  batteries  with  one  and  two  guns  each 
The  guns  are  not  exposed,  with  no  breastwork,  hut  brush  in  front. 

He  also  says  they  are  going  to  erect  a  large  battery  at  the  White 
House,  5  to  8  miles  below  Mount  Vernon,  and  that  they  can  jirevent 
the  navigatitm  of  the  Potomac  ahuie  at  that  point,  as  vessels  have 
come  within  200  yards  of  the  Virginia  shore  at  that  point. 

He  also  told  mo  that  they  received  Washington  papers,  etc.,  evei 
other  night;  that  every  week  three  men  come  over  to  the  jwint  sep 
arately,  once  a  week ;  they  come  from  Washington,  and  rejwrt  to  Colonel 
Burgess. 

1  wo  of  ttuMn  are  named  lleynolds  and  Maxwell,  from  Maryland. 
When  they  want  to  go  over  to  the  point  a  small  red  lantern  is  hoisted 
in  a  cluster  of  trees  lietween  Port  Tobacco  and  Pope's  Creek. 

He  says  these  men  go  to  Wasbiugton  by  an  old  road  to  Washington 
and  naltinu)re  turnpike  road. 

The  men  are  stationed  about  400  yards  directly  in  the  rear  of  the 
point,  and  the  otiicers'  quarters  are  at  the  large  white  house,  which  is 
on  a  large  hill,  also  in  the  rear. 
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Innfrucltons  from  llie  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8. 
Navy,  eommandtng  Potomac  Flotilla,regarding  rolunteer  appointments. 

Navy  Department,  October  11,  ISfil, 
Sib:   In  this  great  emergency  the  Department  has  ma^le  many 
appomtmcnta  from  outside  of  the  Navy  for  the  numerous  vessels  littcd 
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ont.    It  made  tboin  upon  the  best  reconiinen<latioii8  i>088ible  to  obtain, 
but  on  several  melancholy  instiinces  has  been  deceived. 

The  Department  relie.s  npon  the  vigilance  of  the  Hap  officers  to  watch 
over  these  appointees,  instruct  them  carefully  in  their  duties,  perfect 
them  in  the  drill  at  the  great  guus  and  ^niall  arms,  but  to  take  care 
that  no  movement  ia  hazarded  by  being  coulidod  to  [iu| competent 
bauds. 

The  loss  of  one  of  our  useful  steam  tugs,  most  of  which  are  com- 
manded by  persons  from  the  merchant  service,  would  be  felt  far  beyond 
its  pecuniary  value,  as  the  ottensive  operations  of  the  Navy  thus  far 
have  been  skillful  and  successful.  You  will  make  such  changes  in  the 
commanders  of  these  vessels  and  the  subordinate  officers  as  shall  insure 
their  safety  and  efficiency. 

The  palriotisiQ  of  the  merchant  service  gives  us  a  volunteer  force  of 
excellent  seamen,  brave  and  loyal,  and  .you  will  take  care  that  the 
inefficient  under  your  c(uniiiand  are  reuioved  immediately  from  iiositiuns 
I         of  trust,  reporting  action  in  all  cases  to  the  Department. 

^^m  I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

^W  Gideon  Welles. 

■  Captain  T.  T.  CEA^^EN, 

^^_  €omman(ling  Potomac  Flotilla,  Wmhint/ton,  D.  C, 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Xary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
acknowledging  receipt  of  letters  from  the  Department. 


U.  S.  S.  YanBlEE, 
Off  Occoquan  River,  October  11,  1861, 
Bra :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  youi'  two  letters 
of  this  date,  one,  with  its  enclosures  from  Brigadier-CJeneral  Marcy, 
cxintainiug  information  respecting  affairs  on  the  Potomac,  the  other 
relating  to  the  api)oiutm«ut  of  auhordinate  officers  from  outside  of  the 
^avy. 

So  soon  as  the  Department  thinks  that  two  or  three  of  the  vessels 
now  blockading  Occo(|uau  River  can  be  spared,  1  would  like  to  make  a 
visit  to  the  creeks  iu  the  lower  part  of  the  I'otomac. 

I  re8ije<'tfully  request  that  four  master's  mates  be  ordered  to  report 
to  me  to  All  up  the  requirements  of  the  flotilla. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tuos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washinffton,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nucy  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  U,  8. 
steamers  Seminole,  Pocahontas,  Pawnee,  and  R.  B.  Forbes  for  duty  in 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navv  Department,  October  13, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  leave  the  navy  yard  as  early  as  practicable  (not  later 
than  Wednesday  moruing  next)  and  proceed  to  Hampton  lioads  with 
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the  vessel  under  your  foiiituaiMl,  aiul  there  await  the  arrival  of  Flag- 
Ofiicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  commanding:  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  to  whom  yim  will  report. 

I  am,  respec'tfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GrDEON  Welles.     ' 
Commander  JoiiN  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Semifwie,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Commander  P.  Dkavton, 

Ciiinvuinding  U.  S.  S.  Pocaho-ntoM. 
Lieateiiant  R.  H.  Wyman, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee. 
Lieut«naut  H.  8.  Newcomb, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  R.  B.  Forben, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  JVary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  JVary,  oom- 
manding  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  U.  8.  8.  Pengiiin. 

Navy  Department,  October  i:i,  ],^i;i. 
Sir:  Have  the  ateamer  Penguin  relieved  as  early  as  practicable,  and 
send  her  t«  Hampton  Roads  to  report  to  Flag-Ofllcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
conimamlin^  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  The  condition 
of  this  vessel  is  not  known  at  the  Department,  bat  if  she  is  unfit  to  go 
down  the  Atlantic  coast  this  order  is  void. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gedeon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Graven, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  etc. 


Report  of  Acting  Mtixtcr^H  Mate  Frank,  U.  8.  N^ary,  commanding  U.  8. 

schooner  Uoweil  Cobb,  of  action   irith    the  Confederates  on  Mathias 

Point. 

U,  S.  Schooner  Howell  Cobb, 

MathiaM  Point,  October  12,  1861. 

In  running  up  to  Pope's  Creek  I  discovered  a  schooner  ashore  on 
Mathias  Point  ami  ran  up  to  see  wliat  slie  was.  I  came  to  anchor  about 
60  or  (SO  meters  otl'  and  1  iiiaaiicd  my  boat  witL  four  men  anil  myself,  and 
started  for  the  vessel  that  was  affround,  but  l>efore  we  could  rea(;h  the 
vessel  there  was  a  volley  of  musketry  fireil  on  me  from  tlie  shore,  so  1 
had  to  retreat  Ui  my  vessel  again,  and  I  opened  fire  on  the  rebels  and 
kept  it  up  until  I  had  fired  thirty  rounds,  which  silenced  them.  This 
action  took  place  about  1  o'clock.  I  heard  our  shot  strike  very  dis- 
tinctly. They  had  two  guns  that  would  reach  us  and  all  the  rest  fell 
short.  After  a  short  (KTiod  of  time  I  got  on  the  way  and  went  in 
search  ol  the  Island  Belle  and  tuet  her,  and  she  took  the  Howell  Cobb 
in  tow  and  ran  up  to  Mathias  Point,  and  Captain  Harris  fired  a  few 
shells  in  those  puies,  and  the  rebels  ran  down  the  shore  like  wild  turkeys 
through  the  bushes.  I  lay  all  nightoif  the  pointto  guard  the  schooner. 
They  seem  to  know  my  boat,  for  in  leaving  the  steamer  to  go  on  board 
tliey  lired  on  the  boat  from  down  the  beach  from  the  thicket. 

Sin(«  I  last  saw  you,  sir,  I  liave  paid  Port  Tobacco  Creek  three  visits 
and  making  (m:idc|  strict  enquiry  of  tiie  said  Naley,  but  found  he  had 
gone  to  Virginia.     In  cruising  down  the  Virginia  shores,  I  find  there 
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are  pickets  stationed  along  the  ubore;  there  are  some  ten  or  twelve 
at  the  mouth  of  I'ojmj's  Creek   on  Virginia  shore.      I  see  them  verj' 
distinctly  tlirougli  the  glas8. 
Yours  in  haste. 

Respectfully  yours,  A.  J.  PR  ASK. 

Captain  T.  T.  Cravkn,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Captain   Craven,  U.  S.  Xavy,  commandin;/  Potomac  Flotilla 
regarding  duspoaition  of  some  of  the  reaaelM  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  October  13, 1861. 

Sir:  Iu  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterdaj'  to  have  the  steamer 
Penguin  relieved,  I  dispatched  the  Valley  City  last  evening  for  that 
purjiose. 

I  beg  respectfully  to  state  that  the  withdrawal  of  so  many  of  the 
largest  vessels  from  the  flotilla  has  made  it  necessary  ^for  the  want  of 
accommodation  of  their  crews)  to  return  six  of  my  launches  to  the  navy 
yard. 

This  afternoon  Lieutenant  Commiinding  E.  P.  McCrea,  whom  I  had 
sent  down  the  river  aa  far  as  Aquia  Creek,  reported  on  his  return  that 
the  enemy  had  erected  a  battery  on  Shipping  Point  and  had  already 

t"'veral  guns  mounted  there. 
Very  resinsctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Thomas  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Fhtilta. 
[Ton.  Gideon  Welles, 
/Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Washington,  />.  C. 
dir  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to   Captain   Craren,   V.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Potomac   Flotilla,   regarding  affairs  connected  icith  his 
command. 

Navy  Department,  October  14, 1861. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant  has  been  received. 
The  coinmitridiiig  general  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  considers  the 
possibility  or  probability  of  tlie  enemy  crossing  so  remote  that  the 
Department  suggests  that  you  visit,  as  your  judgment  dictates,  the 
whole  length  of  the  Potomac. 

(loiniiiandcr  Dalilgreii  liaa  been  directed  to  send  four  master's  mates 
to  you  for  service  in  tite  flotilla,  iu  compliance  with  your  reijuest.     You 
will  retain  both  the  Murray  and  the  Herbert  in  the  Potomac. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  IS,  Flotilla,  Potomac  River. 


[Taldgram.] 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  October  li,  1861.  ' 

The  small  steamer  has  returned  and  repiirt«  that  parties  of  men  are 

engaged  [atj  work  from  the  wharf  at  Evansport  toward  Shipping  Poiut 
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for  a  distance  of  abont  400  yards.  Tlio  deep  channel  takes  close  to  the 
IKisition  attd  extends  three-(ni:u1cts  of  :i  mile  from  it.  Smiill  ve.ssela 
can  iKi.^s  farther  oif.  As  our  VL'Ssfls  {.lo  down  a  few  roiiuds  of  shell 
and  grape  would  distnrb  this  ojteration. 

JNO.  a.  D.VHLGUKN. 

Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  BrujndierQeneral  Vnn  YUet,  U.  8.  Army,  to  the  Assistant 
iSecref(tri)  of  the  Xavy,  tranHmitthif/  information  regarding  Confederate 

battery. 

Washington,  October  14  \J861.\ 
Dear  Sir:  I  transmit  .v<ni  liercwitli  tlie  pfatenient  of  a  man  jiiat 
escaped  fnuu  tlic  <'ont'ederates.     llo  was  pressed  into  their  service  and 
wa»  driving  a  team,  Itniilin^  supplies,  etc.,  at  the  pliuic  he  desij^nates 
as  Allen's  Toint. 

The  general  thinks  thiit  tliere  may  be  something  in  his  statement,  and 
det^ires  me  to  send  it  to  you. 
Yours,  etc., 

Stewart  Van  \'liki, 

Jiriijiidier-  General. 
Hon.  Mr.  Fox, 

Axmstant  Secretary  Nary. 

[Enclocare.) 
Itrport  of  a  wagoner  trlio  tea*  m  the  Confederate  lervice,  giren  to  Mr.  Duffy. 

At  a  point  on  the  Potomac  near  Aquia  Creek  is  a  point  called  Allen's 
Point,  or  liouse.  One-half  mile  iu  rear  of  that  house  stands  battery  of 
18  guns,  covered  by  a  pine  forest.  The  guns  are  iu  two  batteries  of  9 
guns. 

The  front  on  river  is  coruflelds. 


Report  of  Acting  Liaitenant  Budd,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Penguin,  regarding  the  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  8.  S.  Penguin, 
Hfimpton  Roads,  October  I'l,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  12th,  I  was  relieved  oflf 
the  Kappahnnnock  by  the  IVi/Zf// C'l/// yesterday  a.  ni.,  and  the  same 
p.  m.  rejiortetl  lor  duty  to  Flag-Ullicer  (ioldsboroutih  (in  the  absence  of 
Flag-Oflicer  Dn  J  ont)  for  duty  on  the  South  Atlantic  lilockade. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  in  rejily  to  the  clau.^e  iu  your  instructions,  which 
says,  "Should  the /'f'«_(f)(tyi  in  your  Jud};raent  bn  unlit  to  go  down  the 
Atlantic  toast,''  that  Oouiniatider  Ijivingstoii  reporti'd  her  condifi(jn  t« 
tlie  Dcpai'tment,  I  believe,  .muiic  weeks  since,  ller  Iwiilcrs  require  brac- 
ing and  are  now  being  c<M>k-d  oil'  preparatory  thereto,  and  the  coal 
removed  from  the  side  bunkers.    But  not  being  aware  of  the  service  on 
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which  she  may  be  roquiretl,  I  do  not  feel  prepared  to  do  otherwise  than 
to  pre]»are  for  sea  with  the  utmost  disjiat^h. 

Very  resivectliilly,  your  ol>ei)ieiit  servant, 

THOS.   A.   BlTDD, 

lActin<i]  LkuUmiiU,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  raiguin. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven. 


PiusMje  of  U.  S.  HteamerB  Pooahontaa  and  Seminole  by  the  Confederate 
batterien  on  the  Potomac  River. 

Beport  of  Ckptaia  Cimvan,  IT.  8.  Havy,  oommanding  Potomko  Flotilla. 

U.  S.  8.  Yankee, 
Off  Occoquan  Creek,  Ovtolnr  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  U.  8.  S.  Pocahontas 
passed  tliis  an(hfirii(j;e  at  about  9:40  this  uiorniug.  At  about  10:30, 
when  abreast  nT  liv.m-iport,  she  commenced  HriTifi. 

The  Seminole,  which  was  at  that  time  abreast  of  me,  immediately 
started  on  Ixer  wa  ,  down  the  river.  After  flriiij;  some  eight  or  ten  shots 
the  PocahoHt^ia  ceased  liring.  I  could  not  discover  that  her  fire  was 
returned  from  the  shore,  but  distinctly  saw  the  enemy  gather  in  large 
force  upon  the  river  bank,  cutting  and  clearing  away  trees.  At  about 
11 :20,  the  Seminole  being  directly  abreast  of  Kvansport,  the  rebels  com- 
menced firing  upon  her  from  a  battery  of  at  least  ten  heavy  guns,  two 
or  three  of  wliicli  were  rilled  and  of  large  caliber.  As  long  as  they 
were  within  range,  some  twenty  minutes,  the  Stminolt:  returned  their 
fire  with  great  spirit.  Some  thirty  or  thirty-live  sliots  were  fired  from 
the  shore  and  some  twenty  were  fired  from  the  Seminole. 

Since  til e  engagement  tlie  rebels  have  been  amusing  themselves  by 
liring  at  a  small  st'hooner  which  is  atthistimeoutof  reach  of  his  [their J 
guns. 

At  the  time  of  this  engagement,  sir,  I  was  compelled  to  be  an  inactive 
and  useless  spectator,  tlie  eiigincer.s  being  at  work  npim  ourengine.  So 
long  as  that  battery  stands  at  Sliipping  Point  and  I'jvanspnrt  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Potomac  will  be  elTectnally  closed.  To  attempt  to  reduce 
it  with  the  vessels  uncler  my  cnmmand  would  be  vanity.  Had  our  army 
o<H'upied  the  points  op]>osite,  as  I  have  suggested  in  two  previous  com- 
munications, this  insnlt  wouhl  not  have  l)een  perpetrated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


BapoTt  of  Commander  OilUi,  V.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  V.  8.  8.  Seminola. 

U.  S.  Steam  Si.oop  Seminole, 

Potomac  River,  October  15,  1861. 
Srn:  Detained  yesterday  to  make  some  re)>airs  of  work  imperfectly 
doitf,  I  liave  the  honor  to  rejwrt  to  you  that  we  proceeded  this  morn- 
ing in  oljedience  to  your  order  of  the  12th  instant,  Pocahontan  ahead. 
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We  disiwveretl  a  short  distance  below  tbe  White  Uouae  a  body,  say 
a  battaliou,  of  men  on  the  hills  of  Virginia,  moving  ujt  the  river; 
between  Freestone  Point  iitid  Cockpit  another  body  of  Confederate 
troops  moving  in  same  diret'tion. 

The  I'ocali<mt<tii  being  some  diatauce  ahead,  was  seen  to  open  fire  on 
the  shore  below  Freestone  Point  and  at  Evansport  or  Shippiug  Point, 
which  was  not  observed  to  be  returned  by  the  Confederates. 

At  10 :  45  a.  ni.,  as  the  tSemhiole  was  i)assing  miyestieally  slow  by  Evans- 
piirt,  three  batteries  openi'd  a  brisk  fire  of  rifled  shot  and  sbell  npon 
us.  Two  of  these  batteries  were  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  the  other 
lies  a  short  distance,  say  400  yards,  iidand.  We  returned  their  fire 
from  our  pivot  gun  and  two  medium  32-poniiders  with  eflect,  as  our 
shell  were  seen  to  fall  in  and  around  tUeir  works,  keeping  steadily  on 
onr  course,  as  a  matter  of  more  importance  to  take  our  vessel  to  her 
place  of  destination  uninjnred. 

Tlie  length  of  the  Srminole  and  her  very  slow  rate  of  speed  made  us 
a  fine  target  for  the  rebel  rifled  guns,  to  which  we  returned  fire  with 
interest. 

One  of  their  shot  cripided  our  mizzenmast  about  15  feet  below  cross- 
trees,  and  cut  away  starboard  after  mizzen  shroud;  another  carried 
away  mainstays  near  masthead;  another  passed  through  the  rail  near 
pivot  gun;  another,  anddships,  passed  througli  both  hammock  nettings 
and  rail,  covering  the  deck  with  sptiuters;  a  heavy  shell  burst  close 
under  our  starboard  bow;  fnignieuts  of  shell  taken  out;  waist  boat 
shot  through ;  a  rifled  shot  struck  obliquely  and  glanced  oil'  quarter 
seizing  (if  after  swifter;  starboard  fore  rigging  shot  away,  and  some 
injuries  iid)oard. 

Several  jiersons  were  scratehed  by  the  splinters,  but  providentially 
none  killed;  ofhcers  ami  crew  did  their  duty  gallantly. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  have  damages  repaired  at  the  anchorage  desig- 
nated in  your  order,  and  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nai^,  Washintjton. 


Unofficial  report  of  Commander  Oillii,  U.  8.  Navy,  cammanding  U.  B,  B.  Beminnlw. 

(U.  S.  S.]  Seminole, 
Hampton  Roa^ig,  October  16,  ISGl. 

Dear  Craven:  Did  you  hear  the  row T  We  hiwi  quite  a  sharp  action 
with  the  rebel  batteries,  three  in  number,  as  we  passed  Evansjiort  yes- 
terday. It  continued  about  forty  minutes,  as  the  "old  wagon"  moved 
leisurely  down  tlio  river.  Two  of  the  forts  are  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  the  other  lies  iidand  .ifto  or  4(Mt  yards.  They  poured  the  rifled 
sliot  and  shell  into  us  in  a  lively  manner,  which  we  answered  briskly  so 
long  iis  our  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear.  We  kept  steadily  on  our 
course,  deeming  it  a  matter  of  more  importance  to  take  the  vessel 
uninjured  to  her  destination  for  work  of  more  consequence  thaji  shell- 
ing the  batteries  of  the  Potomac. 

The  Pocfthontax  stirred  up  the  party  with  a  gun  or  two  as  she  steamed 
down  ahead  of  us,  which  the  l)atteries  did  not  reply  to.  She  continued 
on,  leaving  us  to  do  battle  with  the  Dixie  boys.  They  did  us  some  dam- 
age.   The  "varmints"  shot  away  our  mizzenmast  and  miazen  aftep 
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Rhroiiil,  also  botli  mainstays  near  masthead,  sent  two  shot  through  our 
rail  and  haiiuiux-k  nettings,  and  doing  n.ssome  injury  iiiboiinl,  as  they 
jiasstsl  tliiiui^;!!  Iiotli  sides.  A  slu-ll  or  two  luirst  close  under  our  star- 
board bow,  giving  us  a  line  shower  bath  at  pivot  gun,  anil  burying  some 
ft'ugmentsiu  outside  ])hinkiug,  ete.  rrovidentially  none  were  killed;  a 
few  scrati'hes  from  si>]inters.  Our  she!]  fell  in  and  around  their  works, 
aiul  I  should  think  wiih  cfiFeet,  but  of  eourse  they  will  uot  acknowl- 
etlge  any  damagi-. 

ilow  are  you  getting  on!  Has  vour  flagship  aiTived  yetT  We  will 
jirobably  bo  here  a  day  or  two.  We  are  employed  getting  out  the  miz- 
jienuuist.  It  hung  by  a  thread  as  it  were,  the  shot  taking  effect  about 
15  feet  below  the  erosstrees.  Have  procure*!  a  spar  for  another,  an 
indifferent  stick,  7  feet  shorter  thau  old  mast. 

Will  be  ])leased  to  hear  from  you.     1  hui  ried,  or  hastened  awa}',  from 
your  vessel  to  assist  the  I'ocaliontas.     Did  she  come  back  to  miuef 
Yes,  some  thirty  or  forty  uiiuutes  after  the  tight  was  over — well,  what 
of  it!    There  was  nobcnly  hurt. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Jno.  p.  GflLLIS]. 

Captain  Thomas  T.  Ceavkn,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Commandinij  Potomac  Flotilla,  Steamer  Harriet  Lane. 


Saport  of  UantaBAut  Hairall,  IX,  S.  Xavy,  oonunuxluig  U.  8  8.  ITnion. 

r.  S.  S.  Union, 
Off  Aqnia  Creel,  October  15,  180 J. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  while  jias&iug  down  the  river  to-day 
the  Seminolr  was  liivil  u|mui  by  a  batterj*  from  the  Virginia  shore, 
locatetl  at  the  mouth  of  t^uantico  Creek.    The  Seminole  returue<l  the 
fire  with  shells,  nuiny  of  them  bursting  in  the  enemy's  batteries. 

I  lK)anle«l  her  as  she  passed  down,  and  Captain  Gillis  informed  me 
that  his  Mliip  had  been  struck  tive  or  six  times.  Bis  mizzenmast  was 
nearly  ('Ut  away;  he  was  then  tishing  it.  No  person  hurt.  There  is  a 
ste;imer  here,  which  I  have  detained.  loade<l  with  tioverument  stores, 
riease  inform  me  whether  I  shall  permit  vessels  at  present  t€>  pa^s  up 
the  river. 

There  is  a  trans|Mirt  steamer  on  shore  Wlow  Maryland  Point.    She 
ma  |Mt8siug  down  tlie  river  when  she  took  thegroand.     I  have  notb- 
iof  to  send  Ui  her  assisianct*,  as  the  Pre^tm  has  not  rrtamed. 
1  have  tJie  honor  to  b*,  your  obetlteut  servant, 

A.  D.  HakRKT.I,, 
LientenaHt,  Comwumdimg. 
Captain  T.  T.  Cratkn, 

Commmmdinff  P»liMma<>  FhtiUm. 

I     s^ 

^^L  SnuxKB  Fksbbokk. 

^H  Of  PWMiar  Omft,  J^mdmy  Si^kt. 

^^H     Dkak  Snt :  On  the  oppositei  leaf  1  haw  attcaipted  to  giv«  jtm  Mi 
^^^  idea  of  where  ami  bow  tbe  schoou«r  lies  tbat  I  ivported  oo  Saadmj 


Stfvri  ^Liemimmmt  Jf«fsir.  r.  &  3r«rf,  eommamdimfi  U.  S.  8. 
Frtti^rm,  rt^mrding  the  tthiomer  Henry  Smidk, 
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night  last.  I  succeedod  in  frettiiifj  the  schooner  Uenry  Smith  off  the 
h\um\  at  Mathias  Point  ut  higli  tidt' t4>-da.v;  her  rudder  was  sliglitly 
injured. 

Resiiectfully  ami  CaithluUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Magaw. 
Comiiiodore  Ckaven. 


#^ 


■^^/u/yjhir^ 


--7f«»'!:t^5^  ^sc. 
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"  ^Ihtomac  Sioer. 

The  .sehoouer's  uiasilieiuls  are  painted  white,  and  will  not  be  .seen  from 
ithe  river  exee[tt  by  sharp  lookout.  .She  was  as  rejireseuted  above,  at 
.sundown,  October  15. 


ITelegrma.] 

Navy  Yaud  [Washington,  D.  C],  October  ir,,  l8til. 
Captain  Craven  has  eoiiie  ii]).  He  reports  that  the  Seminole  was 
ojieneti  OB  by  the  new  buttery  at  Evaiisport.  Tlie  Prt/nu't  is  just  about 
to  start,  but  I  have  detained  her  for  I'urtJier  orders  from  the  Deiiart- 
ment,  as  she  is  !>o  tilled  by  the  triMips  that  the  eflect  of  shot  or  shell 
might  be  very  fatal.  Please  to  direet  whether  the  vessel  shall  proceed 
in  this  condition  or  not. 

J.  A.  Dajilgben. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ofXavy. 


Navy  Yako  [Washington,  1).  C],  October  16, 1801. 
"The  Yanhe  left  at  8  o'clock  last  evening  and  the  Harriet  lAtne  at  10 
o'eloek.  The  Pftirji**  left  before  midnight  with  the  two  tugs;  also  the 
Mount  Vernon  witli  the  marines,  but  the  two  st«auibuats  from  the  city 
eonld  not  1m^  used,  as  tliey  readied  the  yard  when  it  was  time  to  start 
and  had  no  eoal  to  put  in,  which  would  have  made  it  too  late.  No  news 
yet  from  below,  as  it  is  not  yet  time  for  the  tugs  to  get  back. 

J.  A.  Dahlgben. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Xavy. 
N  w  R — vol  4 4G 
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[Tt^legrun.) 

Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  October  l(>,  J8r,i. 
It  is  with  great  jileasuro  tliiit  I  in  form  you  of  the  safe  passage  of  our 
vessels.  Tlie  Mount  Vtrnoii,  with  the  marines,  wont  liy  tlio  batteries  in 
good  tiiiit'  iiiul  was  not  flied  at.  The  I'nimer  was  a  little  late;  the  day 
had  begun  to  brealc  aud  the  batteries  bhized  away  sharjily,  but  appar- 
ently without  ettect.  The  above  is  from  Captain  Craven,  just  arrived 
with  the  Harriet  Lane,  4  p.  ni. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Kavy. 


Report  of  Captain  Crnren,  U,  S.  Nary,  coinmandinfi  Potomac  Flotilla, 
traintmitting  private  letter  of  Lieutenant  Wyman,  V.  S.  Nary,  command- 
ing If.  S.  S.  Paicnee,  reijardimj  thepa-itsaye  of  the  batteries  oh  the  Potomac 
River, 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane,  October  17,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  private  let- 
ter just  received  fnmi  Lieutenant  Coiuiiiaudiuf;  Wynian.  It  shows  that 
the  fire  from  the  rebel  batteries  was  imieh  more  eflective  than  I  at  first 
supposed  it  to  l)e.  It  was  most  fortunate  that  Cai»tain  Wyniau  followctl 
my  advice  "not  to  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy,"  for,  as  he  says,  ha«l 
the  men  been  at  tlieir  quarters  several  of  them  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  killed. 

Considering  the  improvement  of  their  gun  practice  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  until  the  enemy's  batteries  be  silenced  or  removed 
that  there  shall  be  no  more  transportation  of  Government  stores  upon 
the  river. 

Very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T,  Craven, 
Commandinff  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


I 


lEDcluBurn.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  October  16,  [1861.] 
Dear  Sir:  We  have  received  no  damage  of  any  importance,  and  I 
believe  that  the  uuiiu  object  has  been  accomplished.  No  material  dam- 
age to  hull  or  spars  and  no  one  hurt. 

After  having  the  guns  all  ready  I  sent  all  the  men  to  the  opposite  side 
of  the  (leek,  protecting  them  by  hammocks,  etc.,  across  the  launch.  As 
agreed  upon,  I  had  (leteriniiie<i  not  to  tire  unless  1  found  the  enemy's 
lire  annoying  or  destiu<-tive,  and  as  it  was  neither,  not  a  gun  was  fired 
by  us.  I  am  glad  that  I  iiursued  that  course,  as,  had  the  men  been 
at  the  guns,  several  of  No.  "1  gun's  crew  would  have  been  killed.  The 
shot  which  struck  or  passed  cloi*e  to  us  were:  One  through  nettings, 
stai board  and  port,  in  wake  of  No.  2  gun,  cutting  hammock  in  two; 
one  glanced  on  starboard  bow;  one  shot  amidships,  2  feet  above  water 
line;  one  shot  through  dingy  and  into  side,  not  going  through,  lodged 
just  above  air  port  of  first  lieutenant's  room  and  started  it;  one  knucke<i 
ofl'  boat's  rudder  abaft  starboaid  gangway,  aud  one  cut  away  fore  vaug ; 
another  or  perhaps  the  same  cutting  ridgerope  of  awning. 
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I  think  there  are  five  or  six  guns — two  32iM)iniders,  one  heavy  rifle, 
«ay  (iiuch,  two  or  three  small  rides,  and  placed  in  two  batteries. 

I  am  now  waiting'  at  Marylan<l  Point  merely  to])a<'k  our  en<jines  and 
.>4hall  he  underway  as  ijiiiekly  as  jxi.ssible  and  shall  oe  {jlad  to  get  to  Old 
Point  and  {;et  rid  of  the  marines,  as  w<'  are  crowded  to  death. 
Keapectfully,  and  truly,  vours, 

E.  H.  Wyman. 
[Captain  Thos,  T.  Ceavkn, 

(Jommanding  Potomac  FlotiUa.] 

The  Seminole  sustained  no  iuj  ury  excepting  a  shot  through  mizzeumast. 


[Tele^nun.] 


Navy  Yard  [WAsntNGTON,  I>.  C],  October  17,  1S61. 

I  sent  down  three  tujrs  and  one  .nteanier  to  try  the  pas.sage  last  nii;ht. 
Two  of  the  tugs  got  by  befVire  they  were  seen.  The  steamboat  wonld 
not  attempt  it.  and  the  other  tug  ran  into  a  propeller  coming  up  and 
disabled  her.  The  tugs  tliat  got  by  (owed  back  two  loaded  vessels 
and  were  fired  at,  but  not  struck.  .Some  measure  is  needed  to  lesseu 
the  risk  of  the  passage,  and  even  if  counter  batteries  are  erected  I  think 
the  plating  of  the  AwHoxtia  will  contribute  very  much.  It  might  Ije 
done  in  two  weeks  from  order.  Lights  are  shown  on  the  Maryland  size 
to  give  notice  of  our  vessels  coming  and  should  be  seized.  Small  ])ar- 
ties  of  troops  shouhl  be  distributed  neiir  the  locality  to  observe  and 
check  communication  by  boats  between  the  siii>res.  The  Civur  de  Lion 
arrived  last  night  from  New  York  with  a  sloop  in  tow;  was  not  hit  by 
the  batteries.    The  Harriet  Lane  went  down  about  half  an  hour  since. 

.1.  A.  Daulueen 

Navy  Depabtment. 


[Telegnm.) 

Navy  Yard  (Washington,  D.  C],  October  17, 1861. 
On  a  close  examination  of  the  masters  and  i)iIots  I  find  only  one,  the 
ma.sterof  the  Leglic,  whu  thinks  there  is  a  new  battery  above  Shipping 
Point,  and  that,  he  says,  i.s  about  half  a  mile.  They  all  iliffer,  too,  as 
I  to]  the  force  of  the  batteries,  but  agree  as  t^)  the  risk  in  passing  them, 
so  as  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  the  trading  vessels  could  be  towed 
past. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
Navy  Department. 


I 


Report  of  Captain  Cracen,  U.  8.  Xari/,  commandittg  Potomac  FlotiUa, 
trannmittiiifi  report  of  Lieutenant  HarreU,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  IS.  iS.  Union,  regarding  condition  of  that  rcsxel. 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane,  October  17, 1861. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  is  a  letter  just  received  from   Lieutenant 

(.'omntatiding  Ilarrell.    The  i'nion  has  been  leaking  almost  ever  siuce 

joinuig  the  tiotilhi,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  necessary 

to  send  her  up  for  repairs,     U  seems  now  that  a  further  delay  would 
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be  hazardous,  and,  as  there  is  already  a  vensel  baule<l  up  at  the  iiavj? 
yard,  I  would  respect  Cully  su}?frest  that  the  Union  be  seut  to  Kaltiniore, 
where  lier  repiiirs  ciiu  be  ell'ected  iuimediately. 
Very  respectl'ully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Ceavkn, 
Commandiny  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  OiDEON  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  j\'«py,  Waiihinffton,  D.  C. 

(Ranliwiirr.  I 

v.   .S.   S.  T^NION, 

Off  Aqiihi  Vrevk,  Ovtober  111,  ISSl, 

SiK:  I  repret  to  beooinpelled  to  call  your  atteiitiou  Ajisim  to  the«'Oii- 

dition  of  this  vessel.     Tlie  k-iik  inerejiscs  i-<iitstaiilly  and  now  amounts 
to  more  tliau  y  ini'lies  an  lioui'.     Tlie  lioik-rs  aii>  i>ertcctly  tiylit.     1  aui 
comjietletl  to  reinitve  tlie  powder  and  shells  IVoni  their  respective  rooms 
and  have  no  place  for  the  [lowder  below  tlie  wafer  lines. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Hakwell, 

Lieutenant,  Vnmmandinff, 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Cuaven, 

Vommandintj  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8,  Kavg,  commandiny  Potomac  Flotilla, 
tranHViittiny  reportu  of  boat  e^ptdit ion  from  U.  S.  S,  Yankee,  Lieutenant 
Eastman,  U,  i>.  Nury,  vummandiny. 

U.  S.  S.  Harkiet  Lane, 

Off  Indian  Head.  October  IS,  18fU. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  for  the  infornuif ion  of  the 
Department  rei)ort«  from  Lieutenant  Comiuaiidiiijj  Eastniauaud  Acting 
Master  ('asli. 

It  would  seem  that  the  rebels  are  actively  at  work  extending  their 
batteries  both  up  and  down  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut, 

Tuns.  T.  Craven, 
Commandiny  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Waxhington,  D.  C. 

[KiirIo*ure.J 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee.  October  17,  IBCl. 
Sir:  This  evening,  while  lying  near  Stuiiii»  Neck,  I  saw  a  boat  with 
three  men  cnissing  from  the  Virginia  to  the  .Maryland  shore.  1  sent 
Mr.  Cash  in  the  gig  to  seize  her,  but  she  escaped  and  the  men  reached 
the  Maryland  shore  and  escaped.  1  enclose  the  report  of  Mr.  Cash  with 
regard  to  the  batteries  ou  the  Virginia  shore. 

Several  vessels  have  attempted  the  passage  of  the  batteries  and  suc- 
ceeded, both  stejiniers  and  sailiitg  vessels. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

T.  H.  Eastman, 
lAeutenant,  Commandiny  Yanliee, 

Captain  T.  T.  Oeaven,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandiny  Potomac  Flotilla. 
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[SnbencUwaiM.] 


U.  S.  S.  Yankee,  October  17, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
proceeded  with  the  gig  of  this  vessel  and  four  men  for  the  purjwse  of 


roCKPfT    POINT. 


Baittry  or,  Bluff 
lOOft  hsgK   ' 


sei/iuj;  a  bout  ccmtiiiiiiuf^tbreeiueu,  seen  tTossiuff  from  Sliip  [Shippingj 
Point,  on  the  Vir;;iutu  sliure,  to  Murvhiiid. 

On  reiicliiiif;  tlw  iioitli  [loiiit  of  the  moutli  of  Chit^omuxen  Creek  I 
discovered  a  iiuiiiIhtoC  men  on  the  soutli  jMiiiit,  flose  to  where  the  boat 
landed,  and  thinking  it  (lossibk'  a  irnmlier  niij;ht  be  tiiere  superior  to  n»y 
boat's  crew,  I  deemed  it  advisaltle  to  coniinunifate  withoneof  the  ves- 
sels lyinjj  in  tin;  ereek  l»efori'  prof'eedinfj  to  land.  On  reaching  the 
schooner  and  eoninituiicatiiif;  with  her  (■ui)taiti,  I  learned  that  several 
boats  hadi-rossed  from  Virj^'lina  to  .Maryland  an<l  ))aek  since  the  batteiry 
at  ShiplShippingl  Tointopened  it.s  lire.  ThitdiintrCrom  thi.sintbrinatiou 
that  the  enemy  ini^ht  have  landed  a  small  force,  I  deemed  it  ailvisable 
not  to  land.  While  *>n  board  tlie  .schooner  I  was  able  to  view  the  Vir- 
ginia shore  from  the  month  of  Chopawamsic  Creek  to  Cockpit  Point, 
and  the  captain  of  her  kindly  furidshed  nie  with  inforuiation  of  the  num- 
ber and  locality  of  all  (he  batteries,  he  havinjjjbeen  at  tlie same  anchor- 
age from  the  time  they  lirst  opened  hre.  1  enclose  a  sketch  made  from 
the  information  gained  from  him,  and  am  indebted  to  him  for  a^W-iwnad 
Parrott  llille  shot  which  was  fired  this  morning  from  the  battery  atShip 
'Shii>ping|  Point  at  a  small  schoimer  passing  ilowuthe  river,  and  which 
aiuled  directly  in  front  of  Mrs.  Undd's  honse.  I  have  marked  thesiHtt 
on  the  enclose<i  sketch  thns,  x.  He  informed 
sbot  reached  far  on  the  Maryland  shore. 

Aiter  receiving  this  information  I  <leeraed 
vessel. 

Very  resjiectfully,  your  ol>eilieut  servant, 

Thos.  M.  Cash. 
Acting  Master,  U.  S.  S^ary. 

Lieutenant  T.  H.  Eastman,  U,  S.  Navy, 

CommmuUruj  U,  (i,  S.  Yankee. 


me  that  many  of  their 
t  best  to  return  to  the 


Report  of  Captain  Cravi'n,  TJ.  S,  Nari/,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  battery  at  Covkjiit  Point. 

U.  8.  S.  Habbikt  Lane,  October  i8, 1861. 
Sir:  Acting  MastiT  Fost^^r,  in  command  of  the  steamer  E.  B.  Halt, 
reports  that  at  it-.'M)  j).  ni.,  a  few  iidnntes  before  we  leit  Stump  Neck, 
where  he  has  been  stationed  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  the  enemy 
bad  cleared  away  the  trees  and  revealed  a  new  battery  at  Cockpit 
Point. 

In  consequence  of  the  extended  line  of  the  rebel  batteries,  I  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  detain  all  vessels  bound  down  the  river  to-night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thob.  T.  Cuavkn, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
IJon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sfcretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Major- General  McClellan,  U.S. 

Army,  commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  regarding  the  narigation  of 

the  river. 

Navy  Depaetment,  October  18, 1861. 

The  T>cpartment  is  advised  that  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  River 
is  becoming  daily  and  almost  honrly  more  dangerous.  Commander 
Dahlgren  telegniphs  this  morning  that  '•  some  measure  is  needed  to 
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lessen  the  risk  of  tlie  passaye.  Lig'ht.s  are  hIjowii  tm  the  IMaryhiml 
shore  to  give  notice  of  our  vessels  couiiny  and  shonUl  lie  sei/.e«l.  Small 
Iiarties  of  troops  shoukl  be  distributed  near  the  locality  to  observe  and 
cheek  coiumiiiiitation  by  boats  between  the  ishores."' 

Similar  views  are  expressed  by  Captain  Craven,  in  coiuinaud  of  the 
Jlotilla.  The  Navy  has  exerted  itself  to  keep  open  this  imiiortant 
avenut;  to  the  city,  and  thus  far  with  success,  but  the  erection  of  exten- 
sive batteries  and  statioitiiiL'  troo|ts  to  the  amount  of  many  thousands 
in  their  vicinity,  imperatively  reijuiies  the  actinn  of  the  Army,  unless 
comiiiunication  by  tlie  river  is  to  be  abandoned,  which  on  many 
acconnts  would  be  unfortunate  and  almost  disastrous.  1  deem  it 
ini])ortant  to  covnniunicate  to  you  tlle^^e  rejiorts  and  suggestions  from 
the  orticers  named  and  would  add  uiy  concuri'ence. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Major-Genend  Georoe  B.  McClellan,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Wiinhinglon. 


Letter  from  Major-Oenrral  MvXHellan,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Army 
of  thv  J'litoiiuic,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary,  retjariling  action  taken  by 
the  Army /or  the  protection  of  the  nariyation  of  the  rirer. 

HEADyUAETEKS  ARMY  OF  THE  TOTOMAC, 

(h-tohcr  IS,  ISCl. 

SiK:  I  have  this  minute  received  your  letter  of  thin  date  with  refer- 
ence to  the  navigation  of  the  I'otoniac,  anil  in  reply  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  a  coinniand  composed  of  infantry  and  cavalry  started 
this  morning  for  different  jwints  below  here  on  the  I'otomac  Iliver, 
accompanied  by  a  staff  ofHcer,  with  orders  to  examine  the  country 
thorouf;hly,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  it  is  necessary  to  erect  heavy 
batteries  for  the  protection  of  navigation  an<l  to  accomplish  the  object 
asketl  for  in  your  letter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

Geo.  B.  .McClellan, 

MajorGeneral. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  CaptAiin  Craren,  U.  S.  Ifavy,  commanfiinfj  Potomac  Flotilla,  of 
thii  capture  by  Confederates  of  a  hay-laden  schooner. 

U.  S.  8.  Harriet  Lane,  October  1!>,  1861. 
Snt:  I  send  Acting  Master  Foster,  commanding  the  steamer  Rcgolutc, 
to  report  to  you  in  per.son  the  situation  of  atlairs  upon  the  river  this 
morning. 

The  necessary  abandonment  of  a  schooner  laden  with  hay,  and  which 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  has  so  mortified  me  that  I  can 
add  nothing  but  my  regrets  that  the  att«mpt  to  pass  the  batteries  was 
made  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Cra-^n, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilhi. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  JJ.  C. 


J 


728   OPERATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK. 


Report  of  Captain  Craren,  U.  S.  Xari/,  cominaudinji  Potoiiiar  Flotilla, 
traimmittiii;/  rrporl  of  Lieutenant  JIarrfll,  I'.  S.  Xary,  vomiiinnding 
V.  8.  S.  Union,  ri'fianliny  movemciitH  of  the  enemy. 

IT.  S.  S.  IlARiUKT  Lane,  October  20,  1S61 — 5  p.  m. 
SiU:  I  enclose  for  the  inrormution  of  tho  Departments  of  AVar  and  the 
Navy  tlie  enelosed  paper,  just  received  in  mi  Lieutenant  Commanding 
A.  D.  Ihirrell. 

Very  re.si)e.ctfally,  your  obedient  seivant, 

Tuos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanilinij  Potumac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WaHhimjlon,  D.  0. 

[EnrlcMnra.J 

LI.  8.  S.  Union,  October  19,  1861. 

I  have  just  Iearno<l  that  tlio  enemy  crossed  I  he  liver  yesterday  luorn- 
iuj;  during  tlie  liig  ."VOU  strtnij;.  Tliey  crossed  in  (isliiu;;  boats  and  scows, 
A  cousu]tatii>n  was  lield  ivitli  t!ie  leadin;^  inen  of  tlie  nei^^Lliorhood, 
conspicuou.s  ainoitjj  whom  was  Mr.  Tosey.  They  were  told  that  all  waS' 
reatly  for  them  in  tliat  jiart  t>f  tlio  State;  tliey  then  retiirneil,  witli  tho 
understanding  that  they  would  l)e  in  Maryland  tiuiiiL-diately.  Mary- 
laud  Point  is  t(^  bo  fortilied.  I  sliall  keep  a  watch  uiioii  that  place,  and 
the  moment  I  sec  a  movement  I  shall  at  once  destroy  certain  houses  and 
endeavor  to  kec])  the  enemy  from  tlnit  point.  As  they  have  coioniaiid 
of  the  river  and  can  transport  artillery  iicross  at  [ileasuri-,  1  four  1  shall 
l»e  C(tm]H'He(l  to  dro|)  farther  down  the  river.  To  add  to  my  nuideasaut 
situation  I  have  oidy  two  tlay.s'  i»rovi»ions.  I  may  be  able  to  get  sonio 
from  the  Ice  liuat;  if  not,  I  must  depend  upon  the  shore.  Please  give 
nie  some  general  instructit>ns  as  to  mycouise  shonld  tho  Maryland 
shore  beeomo  fortified,  which  most  assuredly  wilt  he  the  case  in  a  few 
days  utdess  the  enemy  is  checked.  You  are  awnre,  no  duubt,  that  they 
cajitured  two  schooners  during  tho  fog.  1  permit  nothing  to  pass  and 
will  not  until  I  receive  orders  to  the  conti-ary.  The  man  1  send  this  by 
is  a  most  trustworthy  jterson. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  D.  Harrell. 

[Captain  Thos.  T.  Craven, 

Commamlinf}  Pot^miac  Flotilla.] 

P.  S. — I  send  the  hearer  of  this  out  for  information  more  than  any- 
thing else,  hut  as  he  will  bo  in  your  vicinity  I  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  communicate. 

[EnduTMiment.] 

[OrroBER  20,  1861.] 

The  bearer  of  this  says  it  was  last  night  and  not  yestenlay  that  tl«e 
rebels  crossed  the  river.    Tliis  note  was  written  this  morning  instead 
^^^    of  yestenlay. 
^^ft  Very' respectfully,  Tuos.  T.  Craven. 

i 


Report  of  Acting  Matit'cr^H  Mate  Jientrick,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8, 
tug  E.  H.  Herbert,  regarding  reeonnoi^gance. 

U.    S.    S.    E.    n.    (IKRUEUT, 

Off  Indian  Head,  October  i>l,  1861. 
SiK :   I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  according  to  instructions  I 
started  about  daylight  this  morning  (or  the  point  from  where  1  heard 
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the.  drum  lirat  last  evc^iiintr-  After  get  tiiifjiilimitli  miles  over  fences  and 
tlirougli  conitu'lds  ;iiiil  pine  woods,  1  lieanl  the  i'e|M)rt  of  musketry 
iicroas  Mattiiwoiiiiiii  Crt'ck.  I  at  oiictwi!sci)vere(l  by  tlie,  army  lia(^<;ajjo 
Wilsons  all  was  lij^iit.  I  liie<l  a  rillc  Hl^VlMill  times  and  hoisted  a  white 
tlaji,  whirli  sooir  aitiacted  tlii'  atti'otion  of  Colonel  Taylor,  of  the  New 
VotU  Tliivd  '•  I'^xcclsior.''  A  scow  at  hand  was  paddled  across  the 
ereek  and  1  was  introdnced  to  the  oiliceis,  Captain  [If.  S.|  Williamson, 
toposraidiiral  eu<;ineer,  ami  .Major  William  (>.  Stt'Vfiis,  fiom  Washitig- 
ton,  last  Kriihiy,  2  p.  nr.,  and  hound  to  [{loldVs  Lnndinff.  The  rt'fjiment 
consistsof  S;j()  men  and  otlicers,  \iz,  l.'K)  cavalry,  7(H)  infantry.  Colonel 
Tayhir  iiiforriicd  me  tliat  a  corps  of  cavalrv'  that  was  t(»  have  reptorti'tl 
to  him  had  not  dono  so  yet;  oujilit  to  have  (;omI^^^nicated  yesteiday. 

There  was  some  deforce  of  reserve  on  the  ]iart  of  ('olontd  Taylor  to 
oommiinicate.  witli  me  till  [  prodneed  n  letter',  written  last  eveninp:,  to 
the  eilitor  of  the  I'liihidclpliia  Kveninj,'  .loniiial.  Hii  then  expressed 
himself  very  freely  and  jx:\\v-  his  compliments  to  Commodore  Oaven, 
and  also  [<iiid  it  would  artVird  him  pleasure  to  cooperate  with  him  in 
*very  lej.ntiinate  way  possilde.  I  itd'onned  him  of  your  williiif;ness 
to  afford  him  every  liu'tlity  to  |iioniot<>  the  wishe.s  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  yonr  hearty  cooperation  with  Cohmel  Taylor,  and  at  anytime 
that  he  had  any  couHiinnications  to  make  to  Commodore  ('raven  tli.it 
the  tiif^s  luiiiiitifj'  ii]>  and  down  tltn  river  would  transmit  th<^  news.  I 
made  known  your  wish  in  reference  to  Mr.  I'osey,  Air.  Mason,  and  Mr. 
Jiuuyea,  and  if  tlie  above  jiarlics  were  ari'ested  to  let  you  know. 
Very  resiieetfully, 

Charles  Bentbick, 
Commandiwj  E.  II.  Herbert,  U.  S,  Naf>y, 

Coiumodore  Cbaven. 


•Order  of  the  tieeretart/  of  the  ICary  to  Captain  Graven,  U.  8.  Nary,  com- 
manding Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  protection  to  naHgation  in  the 

Navy  Depaktmknt,  October  21,  IKOl. 
Sir:  a  captain  of  one  of  the  vessels  which  came  up  the  river  yester- 
day re[>(»rted  to  (ieiieral  \  an  Vliet  that  over  forty  vessels  were  await- 
ing a  passage  below  the  batteries,  and  that  uuue  of  the  armed  steamer.s 
were  in  sight  to  jiroteet  them  from  the  enemy.  The  Department,  of 
course,  denied  the  statement.  Measures  will  be  immediately  taken  to 
ei?ct  batteries  on  the  Maryhual  shore.  In  the  meantime,  if  any  of  your 
heavy  rifled  guns  can  reach  the  works  of  the  enemy  without  exposing 
your  vessels  and  their  crews,  thereby  causing  an  expenditure  of  their 
ammunition,  you  are  rerjucsted  to  keep  up  at  your  discretion  a  lire  upon 
them.  Vou  will  take  promjit  and  severe  measures  with  any  parties  on 
the  Maryland  shore  \vlio  sliall  have  made  signals  to  the  Virginia  side. 
Very  lespectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wkllks. 
Gaptiiiu  T.  T.  Ckaven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  etc. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
urging  an  incrrnned  force  for  hin  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Hakbiet  Lane,  October  i>J,  1861 
Siu:  In  view  of  the  evhlent  preparations  of  the  rebels  for  crossing 
the  river,  I  resiieetliilly  suggest  to  the  Department  tUe  urgent  uece" 


>ng    i 

ieSr^ 
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sity  of  increasiufj  the  force  of  the  Potomac  Flotilla  with  .-is  little  delay 
aH  i)OBsible.  Tliero  sliould  be  nt  h-nst  livi'  or  wis  more  veswlt*  in  the 
division  off  Ariuia  Cret-k,  niid  four  or  five  additiouul  ones  iu  the  division 
here  above  the  eiieiiiy's  hatteriea. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Graven, 
Coiiniuimling  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xaiy,  Waiihington,  D.  C. 


Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  the  Seeretnry  of  War  transmitting 
copy  of  report  from  LieuteiMttt  Harrell,  V,  S,  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  8. 
Union, 

Navy  DEPART>rENT,  Octol>er  21, 1661. 
SrR:  Herewith  I  send  a  copy  of  a  letter*  trom  Lieutenant  Harrell,  in 
connnand  of  the  Union,  on  the  lower  Potomac,  diselosiiiji  the  aggressive 
nioveinents  of  the  insurgents  and  the  connections  that  exist  between 
those  iu  Maryland  with  those  on  the  Virginia  sliore.  Efficient  and 
tliorough  measures  onght  not  longei'  Ut  be  ilelayed  in  sending  detach- 
ments below  to  check  and  crush  their  proceedings. 
I  am,  sir,  very  reaiiectfuUy, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  Captain  Craren,  U.  S.  Xory,  commandinf/  Potomac  Flotilla, 
tranxmittiiiy  report  of  Lieutenant  Harrell,  U.  S.  yufy,  communding 
U.  8.  S.  Union,  regarding  battery  on  Mathias  Point. 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane,  October  32,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewi  th  a  copy  of  a  letter  received 
at  midnight  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  1>.  Harrell,  of  the  U,  S.  8. 
Union. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  FlotilUt, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  WaMngton. 

[Eaolcmura.] 

U.  S.  S.  rmoN, 
OffAquia  Creek,  October  :J1,  1861. 

Sir:  I  learned  last  night  through  a  trusty  channel  that  a  battery  at 
Mathias  Point  was  nearly  ready  to  open  tire.  Although  I  ]dac.ed  full 
confidence  in  the  statement,  1  determined  to  wait  until  this  morning  to 
verify  it.  I  sent  the  h'esnie  down  with  orders  to  Lieutenant  Magaw  to 
keep  a  sharp  lookout  upon  that  point.  Shortly  before  sundown  this 
evening  I  hoard  firing  in  that  direction  and  immediately  dis]iatrhed 
the  Rexcue  to  a8<'.ertaiu  what  it  meant.     She  met  a  schooner  close  to  the 
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poiut  Jiiid  was  iiilbrtiied  by  tli«  faptain  that  the  Freeborn  and  iHlan 
Belie  lired  into  the  biiishes,  ami  thi^  (ire  wa«  immediately  rctuiiied  by 
the  fe)»els.  Several  shots  were  exchanged,  when  the  steAniers  retii'e<l 
below  the  point. 

My  informant  statc'l  last  nijjht  that  the  battery  r-onsisted  of  eifrhteeii 
guns.,   iSoon  as  I  veeeived  the  information  last  niglit  1  onlered  all  ves- 
sels below  the  point,  and  I  believe  there  are  but  two  srhooners  at  this 
time  above  that  place.     Yon  will  perceive  that  I  am  phiecd  between  twi 
tires.     I  await  your  <ncler8. 

In  haste,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  I).  Haurell, 


I 


Captain  Cravbn, 

Cummauding  Potomac  Flotilla, 


Lieutenant,  Conniiatidiny. 


{Tslogrmin.l 


Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C],  October  23, 186 

Captain  Craven  has  arrived  from  below,     lie  states  that  Mathias 

I'oiiit  is  occupied  by  a  battery,  believed  to  be  of  eighteen  guns,  which 

opened  on  the  \ThomaH\  Freeborn  and  Reseue  hist  night.     The  Union 

Hatellite,  and  Ice  Boat  are  still  uft'  Aqoia. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
lion.  Secretary  of  Navy. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Taylor,  I',  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Regiment, 
Excelsior  Brigade,  Xew  York  Infantry,  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Xavy, 
commanding  PofoTtiae  Flotilla,  regarding  mo  cements  of  the  Gonfederatet, 

HBADyUARTERS   Tnilil)   KeOIMENT,  EXCELSIOR    BRIGADE,  ^fl 

Camp  Hooker,  near  Bitdd'n  Ferry,  October  23,  1861.  ^B 
Sir:  The  steamer  Page,  which  has  been  lying  in  Aquia  Creek,  made 
her  appearance  in  the  river  opposite  here  a  short  time  since,  and  is 
now  lying  under  the  guns  of  the  rebel  battery  at  Shipping  Poiut.  She 
has  thus  sHceeciIed  in  eluding  the  U.  S.  8.  Union,  which  was  watching 
heroB"  Aiiuia  Creek.  As  there  are  some  indicatirus  on  the  other  side 
of  preparations  for  crossing  to  this  shore,  and  as  I  have  .no,  art  tilery 
and  would  be  unable  to  oppo.se  a  landing  by  them,  I  shall  this  evening 
move  my  eucanipmeut  to  souie  point  upon  the  road  lea<ling  from  here 
to  Washington,  and  near  where  I  encamped  last  Sunday  on  Mattawo- 
mau  Creek.  ^J 

If  you  can  move  any  of  the  vessels  under  your  command  somewhat^! 
farther  down  the  river,  I  think  they  will  be  unable  to  land  above  the 
mouth  of  Matta woman  Creek,  and  their  movements  from  Shipping 
Poiut  may  be  observeil  if  uot  prevented. 
Besijectfully,  your  obedieut  servant. 

Nelson  Taylor, 
Colonel  Third  Regiment,  Excelsior  Brigade. 
Commodore  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
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Letter  from  cominanihint  nnry  ynrd,  WiiMhlniiton,  tn  Captain  Craven^ 
U.  S.  Xtiry,  communilinfi  J'otoinnc  Flotilla,  (ranamitting  telegram  from 
Briijadier-General  iSickleji,  U.  H.  Army. 

Navy  Yard,  October  23, 1861. 
Dear  8m:  I  send  you  the  enclosed  telepram  from  Ocnei-al  Sickles'g 
lieu<lf|uartiTs  only  that  yftu  uiny  be  infuiiiie<l  of  what  may  be  going  on 
in  relation  to  anything  in  the  limits  of  your  command.  You  know 
that  our  right  wing  has  crossed  into  Virginia  at  Leesbnrg,  after  a  sbarp 
resistance.    The  enemy  was  repulsed  in  every  attempt. 

I  send  down  a  l)oat  to  verify  the  jiosition  of  the  Tigrext,  as  the 
Department  desires  ine  to  have  her  raised. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Jno.  a.  I>ahlgren. 
Captain  Craven, 

Commanding  Flotilla. 

[  Enclu«iir»— Telognm.  ] 

Headquarters  Excelsior  Brigade, 

Good  Hope  I  Md.  |,  9  p.  nr. 
(Recei\ed  «.»  p.  m.  October  1.'2,  18G1./ 
Is  there  a  man  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  now  on  duty  on  th& 
Potomac  called  Charles  Hentrick,  I ' .  S.  master  and  commanding  E.  H. 
Ilrrbertf    A  courier  just  arrived  from  Bu<ld's  Ferry,  sent  by  Colonel 
Nelson  Taylor,  commanding  a  detachment  of  this  brigade,  on  s{M^eial 
serx  ice  on  the  lower  l'<)toma(r.     He  desires  to  know  these  facts.     Should 
the  said  Cliarjes  Hentrick  be  an  enemy  in  disguise  there  might  be> 
danger  to  coni])r<imise  the  safety  of  onr  troojis. 
By  couimaiid  of  Brigadier-General  Sickhs: 

Jas.  L.  Van  Buren, 

Assittant  Adjutant- General. 
Captain  Dahluren. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Xary,  cftmmanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
regarding  uffaim  on  tlw.  Fotomuc  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Harrtkt  Lam:,  ihtoher  33,  isr.l. 

8lR:  Last  night  1  received  a  message  from  Lieutenant  Commaudiuji 
Harrell  infoiming  me  that  there  were  no  sailing  vessels  between  Smith's 
and  l^ower  Cedar  Points,  an<i  a  statement  that  by  tomorrow  morning 
there  would  be  four  n<ltliti(>nal  heavy  guns  niountcd  at  Mathias.  In 
view  of  being  entirely  cut  oH,  both  Imm  above  and  below,  he  requested 
jiermission  to  drop  down  under  cover  of  the  night  tn  Lower  Cedar 
Point.  The  case  seemed  to  be  an  urgent  one.  and  tjiking  into  consid- 
eration that  the  vessels  at  anchor  otf  Aqniacouhl  be  of  but  little  serv- 
ice there,  I  sent  word  to  him  that  1  should  leave  him  to  act  altogether 
Ufou  his  discretion.  This  morning,  from  a  lishing  b«iat  just  up  ftom 
below,  I  learned  that  the  Union,  Ire  Jitxit,  Satellite,  ami  A'cwrw^  had  gone 
down  the  river,  and  that  the  rebel  steamer  (liorge  Page  had  gone  up  to 
Quantico  Creek,  where  she  is  safe  under  the  batteries  of  Shipping  Poiut. 
Very  respectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Pot-omao  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  ^avy,  WaMnglon,  1).  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Xapi/,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
requenting  to  ht^  detached  from  that  eommand,  in  vietc  of  its  uselesHneaa 
for  the  protection,  of  the  rirer. 

TJ.  S.  8.  Harriet  Lane,  October  33,  1801. 
Sir;  In  vicwi»f  tlm  utter  uselcssness  of  tlm  PotoiriiH-  Flotillii  for  the 
fiutht'i-  protet'tiou  of  tbc  riviT,  I  fet'l  it  iiij*  duty  ti>  lespt'ct fully  suggest 
f<pi-  till"  rorisideriition  of  tlie  I)e|)iirtiin'iit  ttiiit  tlieguiis  <»f  all  tlieveKsela 
lie  l:iii*le(l  itt  MiittiiwiiiiiiiM  <'reek  antl  uiouiiterl  ujioii  S(iiiii|)  Not^k.  In 
iulilitioii  I  would  j(ro])itsc  tli;it  (lie  guiisof  tli«  I'rn/iiicohi  liesilso  iinuiiited 
jit  tliiit  point;  tlieii,  witli  the  :ticl  of  us  muiiy  liesivy  siege  luorlurs  as  are 
availahlc,  \vt*  luiglit,  by  couceutratiiig  our  tire  u|>ou  one  battery  at  a 
time,  he  enabled  to  drive  the  eneuiy  frnru  his  pusitious  on  the  opi)0«ite 
bank  td'  tlie  river. 

I  must  confess,  sir,  tliat  I  am  vvliitlly  ignorant  of  the  ]>r<ii»er  inunage' 
ineiit  of  such  aa  operation,  but  if  intrusted  to  a  furu|H'tent  ofRcpr  I 
have,  no  (l(ud>t  that  it  wouhl  residt  lo  oar  advantage. 

Feeling  that  n\y  position  Lera  in  eoniiuand  of  the  llotilla  ean  bo  (d" 
no  bit  ther  beiielit.  I  most  respt'ctfully  j'eipu'st  to  be  detached  from  the 
eotnmand  ami  appointed  to  some  seagoing  vessel. 

I  have  the  hoimr  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tikis.  T.  Ubaven, 
Cofnmandinif  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Wiuhingtun,  D.  0. 


Rej)ort  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  yavy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
rcgardhtij  morcmentu  of  Confederate  uteamer  (ieorge  Page. 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

October  i>3,  18(11 — 3:30  p.  tn. 
Sir:   T  have  just  been  informed  by  the  master  of  the  Wi/andank  that 
the  steamer  I'lijic  lias  crossed  the  river,  apiiarently  with  a  deek  load  of 
troops  on  board.     I  can   tiardly  believe  it  possible  that  she  has  any 
troops,  but  1  send  tliis  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Comnuinding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  tf  the  Navy,  Wajihington. 

3 :  40. — The  Page  is  below  Stump  Neck,  apparently  shelling  our  troops 
on  the  Jlaryland  shore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  T.  Cra^'EN, 
CommandiHy  Potomac  Flotilla, 
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Letter  from  commandant  nary  yard,  WoiikinijtoH,  to  Captain  Craren,  U.  8, 
Xary,  eonmanding  Potomac  FUitilla,  rrfiardinp  cooperation  rtf  the 
Army. 

[Washington]  Navv  Yard,  October  :i3 — li  p.  tm. 
Dear  Sih:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  desires  me  to  infortn  you 
forthwith  thiit  Heueral  H«>oker  will  proceed  at  daylight  with  a  divisiou 
of  8,000  men  and  eiKliteeii  guns  to  cooi)erate  with  you. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  Dahloren. 

F    Captain  Craven. 
InstrHctiont  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Kary  to  Captain  Craren,  U.  8, 
Xary,  commandinff  Potomac  Flotilla,  nrging  continued  vigilance  in  coop- 
eration with  the  Army. 
m( 
of 
V, 


I 


Naty  Department,  October  34,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  several  favors  of  the  23d  are  received,  stilting  the  dis- 
membere<l  condition  of  the  tlotilla  under  your  command,  the  withdrawal 
of  its  vessels  from  before  Aijuia,  the  egress  of  the  George  Page  into  the 
Potomac,  an<l  the  further  demonstrations  by  the  batteriea  of  the  insur- 
gents. These  evidem-es  of  accumulated  force  in  that  quarter  may  for  a 
time  embarrass  your  command,  bat  must  not  l>e  |)erniitte4l  to  discour- 
age yon,  and  I  am  coutident  will  cause  no  relaxation  of  your  ^^gilanee 
or  exertion. 

I  notitied  yoa  briefly  at  a  late  hour  last  night  that  General  Hooker's 
division,  with  three  batteries,  would  commenre  their  march  from 
Hladensburg  this  ntorning.  Such,  I  am  informed,  is  the  ftut,  and  they 
go  with  a  view  of  cooperating  with  and  assisting  you  in  rej)elling  the 
enemy.  In  order  to  ojwrate  eflfectaally  against  the  batteries  on  the 
Virginia  shore,  puns  of  a  larger  calil>er  than  are  in  possession  of  either 
yourself  or  the  army  under  General  Hooker  will  be  necessary.  It  will 
not  be  advisable,  therefore,  to  land  the  guns  from  your  vesscds,  as  sag- 
gesteil,  but  keep  them  prepared  for  active  use  on  board,  as  occasion  will 
soon  require.  ■ 

Y'oa  will  communicate  with  that  portion  of  the  flotilla  that  is  below  ■ 

yon,  enjoining  u|Mn  them  to  exercise  unremitted  vigilance  in  detecting 
and  preventing  all  hostile  movements  in  that  quarter  and  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  for  orders  to  proceed  up  the  river  when  yoa  shall 
require.  Great  firmness  and  resolution  are  exi>ecte<l  of  them  in  times 
like  these,  as  well  as  constant  watchfulness.  In  all  these  your  example 
and  counsel  will  have  their  effect,  and  in  yoa  the  Department  has 
implicit  confidence. 

If  these  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  on  the  lower  Potomac  are  tem- 
porary, and  desijmed  as  much  to  draw  attention  from  movements  in 
other  quarters  as  to  effect  the  lower  Maryland  counties,  it  is  none  the 
less  necessary  that  our  fon-es  and  vigilance  should  l>e  exercise<l. 

Yon  will  put  yourself  in  eommanicatiou  with  General  Hi>okeras8oon 
as  practicable  after  he  arrives  in  your  vicinity.  It  is  expected  he  will 
reach  Budd's  Ferry  or  some  point  in  that  neighborhood  to  morrow 
afternoon.  Commnnicate  freely  and  full}'  with  that  officer,  who  will 
receive  similar  instructions  in  regard  to  yourself,  and  let  j'oar  matnal 
coausels  produce  unit}'  of  action. 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  KAPPAHANNOCK.   735 

Write  freely  and  fully  to  tlie  Department  by  every  opportunity  when 
you  have  anything  to  coiiiinunicate,  ami  keep  ns  advised  of  the  condi- 
tiou  of  affairs  as  tltorouyiily  as  possible. 
Very  respect  fully,  etc., 

GtDEON  Wbllks. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Comtnandhui  Potomac  Flotilla, 


} 


Request  of  Brigiidifr-Genernl  Sickltii,   l\  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Crat 
if.  a.  Nary,  vommandiny  I'ototnaii  Flotilla,  for  cooperation  in  revont 
gauoe. 

Pope's  Cheek  [Md.j, 
Thursday  [October  3i,  18Clf\—2p.  m. 

General  Sickles  presents  his  c<iuii)Iiiuentst<^)  Commodore  Craven,  and 
requests  that  if  not  iuconveuieiit  a  steamer  be  placed  at  his  disposal 
for  two  or  three  lioiirs  to  facilitate  a  reconuoissance  he  is  directed  lo 
make  farther  down  the  river. 

(This  reijuest  is  iiddresscd  to  the  commander  of  any  United  Statea 
vessel  the  master  of  the  Hvsciie  may  meet,  in  case  he  is  not  able  to  con- 
vey it  to  the  couiuiodore  iu  season.) 

I).  E.  Sickles, 
BrigadierOeneral,  V.  8.  Army. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Waahinfffon,  regarding  mean*  for  pro- 
tecting  river  communication. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Tard, 

Washington,  October  25,  1861. 

Sib  :  The  Potomac-  is  now  so  far  obstructed  that  it  is  no  longer  used 
by  the  army  for  the  transportation  of  supplies,  and  the  sole  dependen<;e 
for  that  purpo<ic  and  for  the  supplies  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  is 
limite^l  to  the  railroads  alone. 

The  daily  eon.'-um|itioii  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  is  about  700  tons, 
includiuff  the  feed  f<ir  the  ]i(»rses.  The  travel  and  trade  of  the  city  will 
bring  the  total  to  nearly  1,(100  tons  daily. 

The  capacity  of  the  railroad  is  stated  at  about  1,500  to  l.fiOO  tons  per 
day.  This  wouM  seem  suHicient  to  meet  ordiirary  watits  and  even  those 
of  an  unusual  description,  yet  some  days  since,  when  I  wishe<l  to  obtain 
some  bales  of  hay  for  a  sj>ecial  purpose  from  the  (Quartermaster's 
Dejiartment,  I  was  answered  by  Colonel  [D.  H.]  Rucker  that  he  had 
scarcely  more  than  one  day's  provender  on  hand  for  the  horses,  and  up 
to  this  time  both  the  railroad  and  river  hsu\  Itecu  oi>en  for  all  manner  of 
supplies. 

It  does  not  seem  advisable,  theiefore,  to  permit  the  river  to  be  closed 
witbont  some  effort,  for  the  railroad  is  not  infallible,  but  is  liable  to 
interruption  from  severe  storms,  particularly  in  the  ap|>roachiug  seji- 
son.  Moreover,  the  disposition  of  the  h()stile  batteries  is  such  as  not 
only  to  separate  our  thitilla,  hut  to  exclude  its  action  from  some  2.j  or 
30  miles  of  the  river  and  leave  this  extent  open  to  their  one  steamer 


J 


and  otluT  fiu'ilities  by  water  for  romimuiicaliiip:  with  tlie  Maryland 
Bbori'H  luid  8n|>]>ly  tlit-ir  forces  along  the  bauk,  when  by  land  this  would 
be  t4.^di()ll.s  niid  iiiicortjiiii. 

The  advance  of  the  iirniy  will  nnd"ubte<lly  clear  the  Virginia  bank 
BflW'tuiilly,  and  even  cause  the  loss  of  the  cannon,  which  are  too  heavy  for 
with<lrawal,  but  it  may  be  a  question  whether  it  is  not  better  to  relieve 
the  army  of  this  n«M*e8sity  and  be  ready  to  assist  its  interim  o]>erations 
as  well  as  to  open  an  imi)ortant  avenue  for  its  supply.  To  this  end  we 
must  resort  to  c^mnter  batteries,  wliich,  if  they  will  not  destroy  those 
of  the  enemy,  will  at  ]e:i8t  clear  the  river  of  his  craft,  and  i>robably 
Bover  the  |)u.ssa(fc  of  our  own. 

E  J  assume  the  dit^tance  across  as  3,5(K)  yards,  and  i)ropose  to  oi>erate 
■piinst  the  batteries  from  t'ocki)it  Toint  t<i  Kvansport  with  not  less  than 
Hty  heavy  ])ie»'cs. 

r  Of  these  there  aw>  now  dis]>o8able  here  (including  battery  of  7Vm««- 
cola)  27  of  IXinch,  2  of  XI  inch,  1  50  pounder,  4  mortars  (10-incb),  3 
ritled  8U  pounders;  total,  'Xi  cannon  and  4  mortars.  Three  mortars  on 
their  way,  lejiving  only  ten  cannon  to  be  provided,  which  can  no  doubt 

rdone  in  SMison. 
If  theojieration  is  tt)  be  i)erformed  it  should  be  begun  in  twentyfonr 
urs;  and  if  unlimited  means  be  placed  at  the  dis]K)s:il  of  the  otlicer 
who  is  to  coniniunil,  the  batteries  should  be  ready  in  two  weeks  Irom  this- 
date. 

f  Of  coui'se  I  am  to  be  nnderst^XHl  to  speak  of  a  naval  afl'air  only, 
wliich  is  not  to  embarrass  the  army  or  to  divert  from  it  anything  neces- 
sary to  the  particular  tkvsigns  of  the  cowuianding  general.  The  troops 
that  may  assist  in  throwing  up  the  entrenchments,  and  to  guai-d 
against  unfriendly  <lesigns  in  the  rei\r,  will  be  most  convenient  for  cross- 
ing to  the  opiMjsite  shore  by  the  naval  forces  when  their  services  may 
needed. 

Indeed,  if  we  are  able  to  silence  the  hostile  batteries,  an  op[)ortnnity 
ly  be  found  for  attacking  in  good  force  when  the  advance  of  the  muiu 
army  may  render  it  advantageous. 

It  is  needless  to  enter  upon  technical  details.    These  must  be  left  to 
the  option  of  the  otlicer  in  command,  and  he  must  also  have  control  of 
lie  tlotilhi. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlouex, 

Commandant. 
I  Eon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecreUinf  of  the  A'ary. 


Lriru  McKeiuie,  «■«</.,  to  the  Stcretarif  of  the  Xary,  transmit- 
ting  information  reyardimj  Cockpit  Point  battery. 

W  Alexa>dkia,  October  26,  1861. 

I  De.4E  Sie:  I  send  the  enclose^].  I  hope  it  may  be  of  some  service,  if 
prouhave]  any  intentions  of  dislodging  the  Confederates.  They  seem 
now  entirely  to  have  the  control  of  at  leiist  lo  miles  of  the  river,  and  the 
irge  Pa^r  is  cutting  around  considerably. 

"With  great  regard,  your  friend  and  servant, 

Lewis  McKbnzie. 
[Bon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  .Vary. 
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Coclci)it  Point  wlien*  the  Coiifetleriitt's  luive  a  batterj',  is  in  some 
resiiect.s  a  reitiiirkivble  tnilitary  jiositiou.  It  coniiMaudfs  Freestone  Point 
(in  the  iiortli,  Ship  [Slii|»itiiifr|  Point  on  tlie  souHi,  bfinj;  distant  from 
eitlier  abont  2A  niik's.  The  laiitl  is  liij^her  tli;in  either  of  tlieiu  and  it 
]>rojet't.s  fart  her  into  tlie  Potomac.  1  n  t  lie.  rear  it  is  defended  by  I'ower's 
[Poivell'N]  t,'ri'ek,  the  low  grounds  of  whieh  are  eoniinanded  by  it. 

OlUMwite,  in  J^Iaryhmd,  are  Stump  Neek  and  iJudd's  Ferry.  The 
height  of  the  laud  at  ('ockjiit  above  the  river  is  from  40  to  50  feet, 
while  that  of  Stunij)  Neck  is  not  more  than  fS  or  10  for  a  distance  of  IJ 
u)ilcs  back  from  tlie  river.  The  river  here  being  1 J  miles  wide,  the  dis- 
tance from  tliis  rebel  battery  to  hiyh  ground  in  rear  of  8tnuip  Neck 
would  be  1*3  miles;  to  the  heights  at  Budd's  Perry  not  more  than  2^ 
miles  at  most. 

A  vessel  lying  at  Si.v  Chimneys  (the  upper  i>oiiit  of  Mattawoman) 
would  be  in  range  and  could  choose  ber  position  anywhere  between  that 
jwint  and  Cockpit,  the  channel  being  deep  and  bold. 

See  accompanying  sketch.* 


EejHirt  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  <S'.  A'ciry,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
trgnrdijK)  prisoners  captured  by  the  U.  6'.  steuiuers  Island  Belle  and 
E.  H.  Herbert. 

U.  S.  8.  Hahkiet  Lane,  October  28,  1861. 

SiK :  On  the  20tb  instant  a  person  calling  himself  Patrick  McOafferty 
was  )iicked  nj*  by  the  steamer  Idnnd  Ikllr  while  in  the  act  of  crossing 
over  in  a  small  boat  from  the  Maryland  shore  toward  iSIalhias  Point. 

He  tells  a  very  lame  story  of  his  havirig  always  been  a  common  day 
laborer,  of  bis  destitution  for  want  of  means  of  sui)port-,  and  that  he 
was  going  to  Fredericksburg  to  see  a  friend,  from  whom  he  was  certain 
of  obtaining  assistance,  lie  pietends  also  that  it  was  only  a  drunken 
Bjiree  that  brought  him  to  this  trouble;  that  be  did  not  know  where  he 
was  or  where  he  was  going  to  when  he  was  taken  on  board  of  the 
InltDid  Belle.  A  day  or  two  after  he  was  received  on  board  of  this  ves- 
sel, Acting  Master  Cash  recognized  him  as  a  jierson  who  bad  been  iu 
the  employ  of  Norris  Prothcrs,  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  held  the 
resiionsible  trust  of  timekeeper  at  a  salary  of  !J!1,(HH)  per  annum.  Ujioa 
being  recognized  by  Mr.  Ciisb,  M<:(,'alferty  exhibited  a  considerable 
degree  of  uneasiness.  This  morning,  upon  further  questioning  by 
myself,  he  acknowledges  that  he  had  been  in  the  employ  of  Noma 
lirothers,  of  Philadelphia;  E.  S.  Norris,  Schenectady,  and  Richard 
Norris  &  Sou,  of  Philadelphia.  E.  S.  Norris,  he  says,  has  re<;ently  gone 
to  Europe.  Looking  upon  his  case  as  a  suspicious  one,  1  have  sent  him 
uj)  to  the  navy  yard  to  await  the  disjiositiou  of  the  Kepartnient. 

This  morning  the  master  of  the  Herbert  took  a  man  from  the  beach 
at  Smoot's  Lauding.  This  person  pretends,  although  he  has  lived  all 
his  life  iu  this  country,  that  ho  can  not  talk  English;  says  his  name  is 
Albert  .lackson;  has  a  brother  living  in  Virginia,  where  ho  lelt  him 
about  teu  or  twelve  days  ago.    Not  beiug  satisfied  with  his  account  of 


'Not  found. 
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himself,  and  purtieiilarly  with  the  evident  disffuise  in  which  he  baa 
habited  himself,  I  liavo  thought  proper  to  send  him  also  to  tbf  navy 
yard. 

Very  re8pe<?tlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Cravkn, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Eiidor«(Mn«at.] 

Let  (Jommander  Dahlpreii  detain  and  examine  these  men  and  report 
in  regard  to  them. 

WfKLI^BS). 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Xavy,  «««- 
mandiny  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  dispo»ition  of  rea»elti. 

Navy  Department,  October  28, 1861. 
Sir:  The  Valley  City  and  Rf«cj/e  are  detaclitd  from  the  flotilla  and 
now  form  part  of  the  Worth  Atlantic  Bloi'kaditig  S(|uadron.     As  they 
are  both  iu  the  Kappalianiiock  River,  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  has 
been  notrlieil  of  the  faet  and  their  positions. 

The  steamer  lialtimorr  has  been  ordered  to  remain  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  Potomac  Kiver,  attached  to  your  tbree.  Should  the  senior  oflicer 
below  the  batteries  require  supplies  from  Hampton  Koads,  that  vessel 
can  be  used  for  the  purijose  of  obtaiuiug  them. 

The  Stepping  Stoneii,  of  3  feet  draft,  lett  New  York  for  the  Potomac 
a  week  ago. 

Direct  the  paymaster  of  the  flotilla  to  forward  to  their  proper  desti- 
nation the  accounts  of  such  vessels  as  have  left  youi'  command. 
tl  am,  respectfully, 
Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven, 
f  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Washington. 

: 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Clary,  XT.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  I'.  S.  S,  Dawn,  to  proceed  vith  that  vensel  to  Hampton 
Jioads,  towing  sloop  Granite. 


Navy  Department,  October  28, 1861. 
Sir:  Get  underway  as  soon  as  practicable,  with  the  sloop  Oranite  in 
tow,  and  pnieeed  to  Hampton  Koads  and  report  to  Flag  Oflicer  Golds- 
borough.  Ihi  not  i)as8  the  batteries  on  the  Potomac  until  the  night  is 
favorable  for  so  doing.  The  sloop  might  pass  under  sail,  if  you  deem  it 
advisable.  When  FlagOflicer  Goldsborough  can  spare  you,  or  the  next 
repairs  are  required,  proceed  to  New  York  for  a  new  boiler. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  A.  G.  Clary, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Daum,  Wanhington. 


MdkM 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Captain  Craiien,  U.  S.  Xapy,  com- 
manding Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  steamer  George  Page. 

Confidential.]  N'AVY  Departjcent,  October  29, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  military  opposite  Quanti<!0  propose  to  open  a  few  rifled  guns 
upon  the  I'agc  to-morrow  at  tlayliplit,  should  she  still  bo  in  her  old 
position.  You  will  notify  the  force  below  the  batteries  in  case  she 
should  attempt  to  return  to  Aquia,  and  take  such  other  measures  as  in 
your  judffinent  may  be  necessary.  Forward  the  messenger  who  takes 
this  with  all  dispatch,  if  ho  has  letters  for  the  force  near  your  anchorage. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wklles. 

Commander  T.  T.  (Heaven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  etc. 


I 


Letter  from  Tirigadier-General  Hnolcer,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Craven, 
U.  S.  yavy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  rajarding  proposed  attack 
on  steamer  Oeorge  Page. 

IlEADQtTARTERS   HOOKER'S   DIVISION, 

Six  Miles  from  liiidd's  Ferry,  Md.,  October  29,  1861. 

Commodore:  On  my  return  here  this  evening  I  found  the  dispatches 
referred  to  by  you.  On  conferring  with  Captain  [T.  H.]  Williauisou, 
my  engineer,  who  has  been  down  to  the  fony,  I  find  that  the  Pageia 
not  in  sight  and  has  not  been  today.  For  this  reason  I  think  it  advis- 
able to  defer  the  attack  until  she  presents  herself.  If  she  is  up  the 
creek  where  the  schooners  are  her  liull  is  completely  covered  by  the 
high  banks  of  the  river.  I  will  advise  you  when  an  opi>ortimity  pre- 
sents itself  for  ojyening  on  tlie  Page. 

Very  resi>6ctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Hooker, 
Brigadier- Oencral,  Commanding  JHviaion. 

Commoilore  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Fleet. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  .Vary  to  MajorOeneral  McClellan,  U.  8. 
Army,  commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  regarding  seamen  on  duty  at 
Fort  Ellsworth,  Va. 

Navy  Departsient,  October  29,  1861. 
This  Department  is  beginning  to  feel  the  want  of  seamen  and,  desir- 
ing to  send  a  large  force  to  the  Western  waters,  requests  that  you  will 
take  measures  to  relieve  the  seamen  now  occupying  Fort  Ellsworth  and 
the  adjacent  battery. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Msjor-General  George  B.  MoClellan, 

Washington, 


I 
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Letter  from  Samnvl  W.  Adams,  cxq.,  to  the  S-'cretari/  of  the  A'rtri/,  makinij 
gtatemcnt  of  the  serious  loss  rrsultini/  from  interrupted  comwunicntiint 
by  the  river. 

Nanjemoy,  Oiiaules  CoTTfTY,  Md.,  October  ;'.'),  ISh'l. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  to  call  your  honor's  attention  to  the  subjoinetl 
atateinciit  of  facts,  of  serious  iini)<)rt  to  myself  and  Rome  of  my  neigh- 
bors, and  to  ask  your  favorable  cuiisideratioii  uf  (lie  Banie. 

The  farts  are  aa  follows,  viz:  That  we  are  unable  to  pet  our  grain 
to  market,  in  coiisetiueiiceof  a  late  (»rder  from  the  Navy  l)ei>artnient  to 
allow  no  vessel  or  saitiiij,'  cnift  to  jia.ss  up  the  I'ototnae  above  Mathins 
Point,  thereby  siibjectiii;;  many  of  us  to  gie;it  inemivenience  and  i>eoiui- 
iary  euibarrassnieut  (Hid  iKMhai)s  loss.  If  wo  can't  get  our  ])roduee  to 
market  we  have  not  the  means  to  purchase  supplies  of  stores  and  cloth- 
ing fur  our  latnilies. 

Hence.  1  respectfully  ask  for  myself  and  neighlwrs  that  if  we  can  get 
vessels  from  lielow  to  carry  our  piodnie  ti>  market,  inasmuch  as  fbe 
lk>tilla  has  returned  to  Smith's  Tuint,  that  an  order  may  bo  given  to 
the  flotilla  below  Mjitliias  Point  to  idlow  vessels  to  come  up  as  far  sis 
Smith's  Point  to  take  olf  grain  ;ind  itnKluce  for  the  farmerB  living 
between  those  points. 

1  would  fntther  state  to  your  honor  that  I  make  petition  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  an  olVicer  of  the  llotilla  olf  Smitli's  Point. 

1  Would  Jilso  8t;ite  that  il  bears  iiarticnlarly  hard  upon  me,  as  I  was 
prevented  from  sliippiug  nty  grain  by  an  ordc  for  an-est  from  your 
Department  in  the  case  of  ronimander  Dove  and  detained  !it  Washing- 
ton with  my  entire  white  family  for  nearly  three  we.'ks,  and  I  had  made 
arrangements  to  commence  shipping  my  grain  the  day  following  the 
night  of  my  arrest,  and  hence  the  unfortunate  aituatiou  iu  which  I  am 
placed. 

Your  early  att»Mition  to  and  favorable  consideration  of  the  above 
statement  will  greatly  oblige,  sir,  yours,  resi>ectrully,  etc., 

Saml.  W.  Adams, 

Smithes  Point,  Md, 

Hon.  (JrDKON  "Wellf.s, 

Secretary  Navy,  U,  8.  A. 


Letter  from  Hie  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  Charles  W.  Adams,  esq.,regard- 
intj  naviijation  in  the  Potomac, 

Navy  Dk^artment,  November  J,  1861. 
Your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  asking  that  vessels  may  be  allowed 
to  pass  up  the  Pot«mae  to  Smith's  Point  for  the  jjurposo  of  transport- 
ing produce,  etc.,  has  been  received.  I  liaveto  inform  you  in  reply  that 
orders  have  been  issued  to  permit  vessels  to  navigate  the  Potomac  at 
their  own  risk. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Sauusl  W.  Adams, 

Nanjemoyy  Md, 
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'Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8,  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
transviittiny  report  of  Lieutenant  Harrell,  U.  8.  Xary,  commanding 
U.  8.  8.  Union,  regarding  affairs  on  the  lower  Potomac. 

U.  S.  S.  IIarriet  Lane,  October  31, 1861. 
Sir;  Euclosed  lierewitli  is  arniiimiuiicatiou  which  I  received  yester- 
divy  from  Lit'uteiuuit  Coiiitiiiiniling  Ihurel]. 

Owin^  to  the  extent  of  tho  hattcrii's  now  erected  <ui  the  Virfrinia 
sliore,  I  deem  it  next  to  an  im]M)ssibility  lor  any  vessel  drawing  more 
than  8  feet  to  ]ias8  up  or  ilowii  the  river,  antl  liave  tlieretore  ordered 
Ciii>taiii  Hariell  to  detain  the  Mount  Vernon  until  further  instructioiis 
from  the  I>epartinent. 

The  Duieii,  Lieutenant  Commandiufi  Chiry,  came  down   the  river 
night  before  ]a.st  with  orders  to  jiroceeil  to  Old  Point.     I  have,  for  the 
reasons  above  stated,  tbonght  luoper  to  detaiu  her. 
Kesitectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  T,  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  

Hon.  GiiiEON  Welles, 

8ecrelary  of  the  Nacy,  Washington,  D,  C. 

LEnoloaure.  ] 

U.  S.  S.  Union, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  October  30,  18fSl. 

Sir  :  1  have  nothing  new  to  report  from  this  j)art  of  the  river,  except 
the  discovery  of  a  battery  of  riHed  guns  of,  i  think,  tliree  iu  number, 
about  li  miles  below  any  that  have  been  lired  heretofore.  It  is  sit- 
iiiited  a  little  below  a  new  briek  house  which  you  nuiy  remember 
sliinds  below  the  wharf  at  Evansiiort.  I  sent  the  ice  i{o<i(  u[)  to  try 
the  range  of  lier  long  guns  upon  the  lower  battery  (as  I  Bupi)o.sed)  of 
the  enemy.  After  she  had  lired  several  times  the  new  battery  disclosed 
itself  within  easy  range.  In  fact  some  of  the  shot  went  entirely  across 
the  river.  She  was  struck  by  only  one  shot,  which  did  no  damage.  I 
have  sent  the  steamer  liallimore  to  Old  Point  for  iirovisions  and  water. 
I  liave  detained  two  coal  schooners,  which  will  supply  us  with  coal  for 
a  month  or  nearly. 

I  have  detached  the  Retcnc,  by  order  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  sent  her  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Kap]ialiannock. 

I  have  stationed  the  Ishind  Belle  at  Mathias  Point,  and  send  the 
Freeborn  down  every  day  to  sliell  the  i)]ace.  As  there  are  no  troops  at 
that  point,  except  uiilitiii,  who  run  away  when  tired  at,  I  Ikijio  to  delay 
if  not  entirely  put  a  stop  to  theirnperations.  I  wish  mu<'h  toestablish 
u  signal,  which  can  only  be  done  by  rockets,  with  our  ])ickets  at  liudd's 
I'erry  to  warn  me  in  case  the  Page  should  start  down  tlie  river.  I  am 
iiiduced  to  believe  tliat  she  is  anxious  to  return  to  her  old  i)lace  of 
relugi'.  When  she  came  out  Aquia  Creek  she  sui>po.sed  we  had  abiin- 
dniied  this  |)artof  the  river.  She  is  in  a  much  worse  position  now,  for 
her  own  .safety,  than  she  was  before. 

Please  send  any  orders  you  may  have  for  me  by  tho  bearer,  who  is 
a  trusty  man. 

Very  re8i)ectfuny,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Harrell, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Potomac  Kircr. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  the  steamer -Vo«n(  r«-H«»  has  arrived 
here  with  orders  from  Captain  Dalilgreu  to  go  to  NN  ashiugtou  if  slie 
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oat).  I  do  not  think  it  Hnfe  to  permit  lier  to  proceed.  If  yon  tbiiiksUe 
cnti  piiMN  tlio  ImtU-.rieH  with  Hafety  I  will  aUow  her  to  go;  please  i«»y 
whul  I  hIiuII  <U>  with  lier. 

A.  D.  Harbell. 


Ordsr  of  the  Secretary  of  the.  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  ft.  Aarjr,  eom- 
manillni)  Votomiw  Flotilla,  reynrtUiKj  narujation  of  the  river. 

Navy  Dkpaktstent,  October  31,  1861. 
BiR:  Tl)n  DfipivrtiiMMit  uiidcrHtiiuds  that  a  number  of  vessels  baling 
unr^iM'N  dt^livtniibhi  under  coiitriu-t  at  Washington  are  detained  in  the 
lowtT  I'otoiuac  by  thi<  nfllccrs  of  th<<  flotilla. 

TIh'ko  v«^kk(>Ih  limy  b(n)ermitted  to  jiaHS  if  they  desire  to  assatne  the 
riHk,  and  you  will  tlicrcrore  give  diiwtious  accordingly.  Care  will  be 
t  itki'ti,  howcvor,  to  warn  eat^h  vessel  of  tho  danger  of  attempting  to  pass 
tlio  batt4M'i«'N. 

1  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T,  Ohavkn, 

t'ommnnding  Polomae  Flotilla,  Potomac  River. 


t/ftlei'  from  ftrifftuUef  ttrntial  Hooker,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Craven, 
r,  iV.  A'iM'y,  cinHmnniliii;!  Poloiiuw  Flotilla,  rvgardinij  Confederate 
tteamer  Ut»ir(ie  I'lii/i'. 

IIkahqvartebs  Hooker's  Ditison, 
Sir  Mile* from  Hudtfs  Ferry,  Md.,  October  31, 1861. 

OOMMODOUK:  Ycstenbiv  1  made  an  examination  of  the  enemy's 
d^fltoses  on  the  oppo.site  .suonMif  the  Potomac,  and  found  them  with 
plenty  ol  guns  in  nosition  and  actively  em])loyed  in  establishing  addi- 
tional ontxs.  The  )'<uie  is  lying  up  t^uantico  Creek,  and  so  much  shel- 
teitsl  by  the  high  bank  In'twecn  her  and  the  Potonia*-  as  to  expose 
only  alntut  two  ihiiils  of  her  leiigtii  of  smoke  pipe  and  her  walking 
bt«au>,  a  very  su»vllobj«>ctfor  metooi»eu  my  batteries  on  at  our  distance. 

Last  night  a  parapet  was  thi-own  up  by  men  to  shelter  a  few  pieces, 
but  I  would  not  advise  the  use  of  it  until  the  I'age  moves  from  her  pres- 
ent unHU'ings,  Under  the  most  favorable  cii-cumstances  our  batteries 
will  be  exposotl  to  a  much  heavier  Are  than  we  can  give,  as  r^^ards 
oalilK>rs  and  number. 

I  have  written  to  M^ior-General  McClellan  to  this  effecL 

With  great  r«\spe<"t,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  senraot, 

JUSEPU    llOOKEB, 

/}r*p«ul<«r>6«i«ral,  Comfttanding  Diritiom. 
Oommodore  Gkavkn. 

Vmmtmdimg  the  Fleet  of  the 


Itefi^n  ^  Cmftmim  (Vmmii,  U.  S.  .Y>iry,  e«mma»ding  PeUmmt . 
Hftriimf  irmy  eyHtperation. 

U.  a  S.  HabSIXT  Laxb.  Ottaivr  31. 1961.    _ 
Ban  I  kave  tiM  honor  to  acknowledgv  tb«  receipt  of  yaar  letten  of 
r  Mb.  98th.  Md  :iMi  iDstaat. 


F 
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In  accordance  with  yfiur  instructions,  I  called  upon  Brigadier-General 
Hooker  on  tho  26th  instant,  and  was  gratified  to  liiid  that  lie  was  ready 
and  willing  to  cooperate  with  me  at  all  times  iu  repelling  the  enemy. 
On  the  21)t!i  instant  the  general  informed  me  that  the  rebels  had  sent  a 
small  boat  from  Quantico  Creek  over  towaril  P.iuUrs  Ferry  bearing  a 
flag  of  truce,  and  that  when  she  had  approai^hed  within  200  or  300  yards 
of  the  Maryland  shore  a  barrel  with  sometliiagattaehed  toit  was  thrown 
overboard,  and  the  boat  immediately  turned  and  jiuUed  back  to  tlie  Vii-- 
giuia  shore.  I  have  no  doubt  but  this  is  one  of  their  infernal  machines. 
If  this  is  the  use  to  which  the  enemy  is  to  put  flags  of  truce,  God  help 
us  from  Southern  chivalry. 

General  Hooker  thiuks  with  me  that  for  the  present  any  demonstra- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  tlotilla  by  firing  upon  tlio  enemy  miglit  possibly 
embarra.s3  him  in  his  operations,  and  I  have  tlierefore  not  yet  fired  at 
bim,  as  suggested  iuyour  letter  of  the  21st  instant. 

The  I'a;ie  is  still  at  Qoantico  Creek,  but  hauled  uj)  so  fiir  that  she  is 
not  discernible  from  the  Maryland  shore.  Three  small  oyster  pungies 
passed  up  last  night,  reimrtiiig  all  quiet  below. 

There  are  some  six  or  eight  Northern  schooners  now  lying  oflF  Indiau 
Head  awaiting  a  fair  wind  and  dark  night  to  pass  down  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Tiios.  T.  CUAVEN, 
CommanditKj  I'oiomav  Flotilla, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N'avy,  Wa«hin<iton,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Hooker,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Captain  Craven, 
U.  8.  Navy,  contmanditKj  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  attack  on  Confed- 
erate steamer  George  Page. 

Headquaetees  Hooker's  Division, 

Cump  Baker,  Md,,  October  31,  1861. 

OoMMODOEK:  As  two  of  my  Parrott  guns  are  in  position,  I  have 
directed  them  to  open  tiro  on  what  we  can  see  of  the  steamer  Page  this 
afternoon  at  4  o'clock.     I  c(»usider  it  merely  target  practice. 

As  the  presence  of  some  of  yo\ir  vessels  is  expected   by   Major- 
Geiieral  McClellan,  I  shall  be  gratified  to  have  them  iu  that  vicinity  at 
that  hour. 
With  great  reajwct,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Hooker, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
Commodore  (Jbaven, 

Commanding  Fleet  of  the  Potomac. 


Letter  from  BrigatUer- General  Hooker,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Captain  Craven, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  attack  upon  Con- 
federate steamer  George  Page. 

Headquahters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker,  Lower  Potomac,  Md.,  November  1, 1861. 

Commodore  :  The  only  visible  result  of  our  experimeut  of  yester- 
day was  the  change  in  the  moorings  of  the  rebel  steamer  Page,  She 
moored  about  100  yards  higher  up  the  river,  without  improving  her 
condition  so  far  as  it  regards  exposure.  She  must  have  oeen  about  2 
miles  from  our  battery,  for  iu  order  to  reach  her  at  all  with  our  small 
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gana  it  was  necessary  to  discharge  them  at  an  angle  ofeiglit  or  nine 
degrees  of  elevation.    The  line  tiring  was  excellent. 

Tills  tact  was  estaUlishcd  yesterday  to  my  satisfaction,  that  it  will  be 
extremely  hazardous  for  tiio  Patic  to  attemitt  to  pass  into  the  Potomac 
by  daylight  with  our  guns  in  their  present  position.  \Vc  were  not  dam- 
aged from  the  enemy's  batteries. 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obe<Iient  servant, 

Jdskpu  IIookkr, 
BriffadicrOetieral,  Commanding  IHrision. 

ComnKMlore  T.  T.  Obavkn, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  UarrcU,  V.  S.  Xavy,  Commanding  F.  S.  K  Union, 
of  affairs  on  the  lower  Potomac. 

U.  8.  8.  Union, 
Of  Aijuia  Creel:,  Norembcr  1,  18C1, 

Siu:  I  have  given  permission  to  au  engineer  who  is  attached  to  the 
Tee  Hunt  to  go  to  WasJiingt-on  fm-  a  day  or  so,  if  it  meets  with  your 
appiobution.  Lieutenant  Comniaiiding  Pattison  says  ho  can  S]iare 
Lini. 

1  have  nothing  new  to  reiwirt  on  this  part  of  the  river.  Men  occa- 
sionally sliow  tlu'mselves  at  Matliias  Point,  but  retire  upon  tlie  approa<:li 
of  oar  vessels.  The  place  is  shelled  every  day,  and  1  keep  a  steamer 
there  always  at  night.  The  steamer  Baitimore  has  returned  with  all 
that  I  re<iuired. 

The  eajitaiu  of  that  vessel  reports  his  pilot,  Ransom  Brown,  as  Iiav- 
ing  deserted  his  sliip  yesterilay,  bnt  after  an  absence  of  some  hours 
returned,   tiaving  changed   liis  mind.     lie  was  excessively  insolent, 

abusing  tlio  operations  of  Ibo  flotilla,  and  saying  if  I  were  not  a  d (I 

cowani  I  would  open  the  river,  and  uuH!li  more  infamous  language.  1 
had  him  juit  in  inms.  The  Ciiptaiii  of  the  Baltimore  says  lie  has  a 
man  on  board  wiio  is  a  good  jiilot,  atid  lie  liopes  you  will  authorize  his 
appointment.  Most  assuredly  sin-li  a  swaindrel  as  Brown  shouhl  bo 
dismissed  and  never  itermitted  to  reenter  tlie  .service  in  any  cafiacity. 
lie  has  forfeited  liis  pay  by  desertion.  I  beg  you  to  excuse  my  earnest- 
ness in  this  matter,  as  tliis  man  has  outraged  my  feelings  mucli  more 
than  I  have  expressed.  It  was  entirely  gratuitous  on  his  jiart,  too,  aa 
I  had  never  seen  liim  betbre. 

I  stretcli  my  vessels  ai-ross  the  river  at  night,  so  that  the  Pa{ie  can 
not  escape  us  if  she  attempts  t(»  regain  Iter  old  anchorage. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  1).  llAURELL, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Potomac  River. 


[Telagram.] 


Navy  Yard  [Washington,  D.  C], 

November  2, 18(11 — 10  a.  m. 

The  Pmphatan  has  arrived  from  Annapolis.     She  pa.ssed  tiie  batteries 
\ast  night  and  was  not  tired  at.    Reports  that  several  small  river  craft 
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passtnl  (l(twtt  a  <lay  or  two  since;  were  liretl  at,  hnt  not  hit;  that  im 
vessels  are  waitiiifj  to  come  iiit,  as  our  own  vesfsels  prevent  their 
atteniptinjj  it. 

J.  A.  Dahlorkn. 
Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brewster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Regiment, 
ExviUior  lirii/tiilf,  to  Cuptain  Craven,  V.  S.  \aei/,  commanding  Potomac 
Fhtilltt,  regarding  a  proponed  reeonnoingnnve. 

Hdqes.  Fourth  Regiment,  Excelsior  Brigade, 

Camp  Wilson,  Xorember  3,  tfi61. 
CoMMODORK:  1  have  been  reqiiesteil  by  the  general  eoiinnandinK  to 
make  a  recounoissaiice  on  the  Virt;iiiia  aliore,  iu  the  viuiiiitv  of  Oceo- 
(juan  Bay,  aiul  pruposo  to  do  it  to  night. 

SUonM  1  <]o  su  it  wilt  be  with  a  small  Ixiat  and  .some  eight  or  ten  men, 
under  the  (uinunaud  of  an  exi)erienee(l  ottieer. 

I'lease  advise  nio  as  to  the  loasibility  of  sneU  a  reconnoissance  and  if 
in  your  opinion  it  c;in  be  successfully  a('eomplishe<l. 

Should  yon  think  favorably  of  it,  when  the  boat  is  challenged  from 
yonr  squadron  tlie  reply  will  be  ''Union,"' 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM,   R.   BHEW.STER, 

Colonel  Fourth  Regiment,  Excekior  Brigade. 
Commodore  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac}  Flotilla. 


Order  of  the  Secretnry  of  the  yary  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Xavy, 
commanding  Pot^imac  Flotilla,  regarding  U.  S.  S.  Dairn, 

Navy  Department,  November  4, 1861. 
Sir:  Please  inform  the  Department  if  Hie  Doirn  has  passed  down  the 
river.     Her  presence  is  imperative  under  Flap:<>tlicer  Goldsborongh. 

Allow  any  vessel  jioiiig;  down  with  a  i>a8s  from  the  Navy  l>epartment 
to  go  by  the  batteries  after  warning  them  of  the  danger. 
1  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

(iiDEON  Welles. 
(Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  the  commandant  nary  yard, 
Washington,  changing  thf  names  of  the  steamboats  Mount  Vernon  and 
Poichatan. 

Navy  Department,  November  4, 1861. 
Sir:  To  prevent  confusion,  let  the  steamboat  Mount  Vernon  l)ede.sig- 
naled  hereafter  as  the  Mount  Washington  and  the  Potchatan  as  King 
Philip.    When  these  boats  are  ]>ainted  lusul  color  paint  their  names  on 
them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Coniinander  John  A.  Dahloren, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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livport  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  X^ary,  cumnianding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
reyardiny  the  U,  S.  S,  Dawn. 

U.  S.  S,  IIarrikt  Lank, 
Off  Gicuboro  Point,  Norentbcr  5,  1861, 
SrR:  I  have  the  honor  to  ackuowledfiPi  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  4th  iustaiit,  askiug  to  be  iuiurnicd  whether  the  Dawn  has  passed 
down  the  river. 

On  or  about  the  Slst  of  October  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Depart- 
ment, irifoniiiiig  it  that  I  thought  it  alittost  imiiossible  for  tlie  Datcn  or 
Mount  Vennm  to  jiass  the  batteries,  iiud  that  1  hsMlor<lered  their  deten- 
tion until  further  orders  from  yourself. 

The  Dttwn  is  still  :it  anchor  otf  ludiau  Head,  and  when  I  left  there 
yesterday  I  plaeeil  Lieutenant  Coiuuiaiuling  Clary  in  temporary  charge 
of  the  flotilla. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  yary,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Master's  Mate  W.  T.  Street, 

Commanding  Cutter  Dana. 


Report  of  Acting  Mailer's  Mate  Cray,  U.  S.  Xary,  commanding  U,  8, 
Hclwoner  Bailey,  regarding  a  sunpicioun  schooner  seized  by  that  cetael, 

[TJ.  S.  Schooner]  Bailey, 

Piney  Point,  November  5, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  send  yon  this  schooner  and  two  men  with  her  papers  for  future 
action.  I  will  get  up  to  yon  as  so(m  as  1  can  get  there.  My  hands  are 
full.  1  have  lifteeii  more  negroes,  which  1  caught  hist  night,  and  as 
soon  as  I  get  them  regulated  will  come  up.  1  think  that  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  suspicion  about  this  vessel,  so  you  had  better  hold  on  to 
her  until  we  have  orders  from  above. 

L:eai>ectfully,  yours,  in  haste, 
Jas.  Lawkbnce  Gray. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy, 
communding  Potomac  Flotilla,  regarding  U,  8.  steamers  Daini  and 
Hetzel. 

Navy  Department,  November  6, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  saying  that  the  Dawn  is  still  at 
anchor  oB"  Indian  Head,  is  received. 

The  Departmen  t  directs  tliat  you  will  delay  neither  the  Dawn  nor  the 
Hetzel,  but  speed  theiri  on  their  course  as  heretofore  directed. 
I  am,  resiJectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Wtuthington,  D.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nriry  to  lirigadierOcneral  McCMlan, 
V.  8.  Army,  commnndbui  Army  of  the  Potomac,  renewing  a  request 
regarding  neamen  on  duty  at  Fort  klhicorth,  Va. 

Naty  Department,  Xovemher  6, 1861. 
The  Department  %voul(l  respootfnlly  rtMiew  its  re(|iiest  made  to  you 
on  the  3((tli  ultim(»,  (or  the  relief  of  theseiiinen  eni|il<)yeil  at  Fort  Ells- 
worth and  tlie  sulj.ie.ent  b;itteiios.  Men  of  tliis  I'lass  are  very  niiieli 
neeiled  on  tlie  Western  rivers,  and  the  Departiiieiit  is  soaiewhut 
embarrassed  in  snpplying  tliem. 
I  am.  respectfully, 

GrDEON  Welles. 

M^or-General  George  B.  McGlellan, 

Commander  in  Chief,  U.  S.  Army. 


[Telegram.) 


T7AVY  Yard  [Washinoton,  D.  C],  Xorember  C,  ISGl. 
Tlie  ferryboat  {Stepping  Stonen  has  arrived  from  New  York  and  passed 
the  battorles  last  night  at  11  o'clock  without  being  fired  at. 

J.  A.  Dahloben. 
Navy  Department. 


Order  from  the  commaiuJant  navy  yord,  Wafihington,  to  the  U.  S.  naval 
storekeeper  at  that  yard,  in  view  of  the  Fotomac  River  being  closed  to 
navigation. 

Commandant's  OppirE,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  Hovemher  8,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  send  by  railroad  and  transportation  line  to  Phihulel- 
phia  and  New  York  the  public  stores  returned  to  this  yard  from  the 
steamer  G.  C.  Alf/cr,  in  eonsequence  of  that  vessel  not  being  able  to 
pass  the  blockade  of  tlie  rotouiac. 

KespeetfuUy,  your  obedieut  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant, 
6.  N.  Bbale,  Kaq., 

U.  S.  Naval  Storekeeper. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
transmittijig  report  of  Lieutenant  Uarrell,  U.  6'.  Navy,  of  affairs  on  the 
lower  Potomac. 

U.  S.  8.  Harriet  Lane, 
Off  Oie^horo  Point,  November  9, 1861. 
Suit  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  eoiiies  of  an  extract  of  a 
letter*  dated  Ist  iustaut,  and  of  a  letter  of  the  Sth  instant,  recently 
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received  from  Licntciuuit  CoiHiiiiinding  A.  D.  llariell.     I  liiive  ordered 
liiin  to  disniisH  the  itilut,  liruwii. 

The  Ice  liout  must  be  by  tliis  litiieiiia  \ery  misiiteioiidition.  WLeii 
I  first  .joined  llie  tiotilla  slie  was  reported  sis  breaking;  down.  I  would 
res|K'ctfiilly  suggest  tltat  Uer  arniaiiieiit  l»e  ieiiio\ed  to  the  navy  yard 
lit  Washington,  and  that  she  bo  seut  to  Baltimore  for  repairs,  ur  to  be 
laid  up. 

I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  (Commanding  Ilarrell  to  send  the  eontra- 
bands  nji  to  tlie  iiiivy  yai'd. 

Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Cuatbn, 
CommandiiKj  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wanhimjion,  1).  C. 


[EmUoauro.] 

U.  S.  S.  Union, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  November  H,  ]861. 

Bii::  I  have  nothing  of  imiiortiineo  toeomniiinieate  in  relatinn  to  the 
enemy  at  this  )ioiiit.  I  have  been  down  the  river  and  e.vaniined  Mathias 
Point;  f(futul  everything  still  as  death.  The  tii Ik  among  the  negroes, 
however,  is  that  a  battery  will  be  opened  there  soon  as  they  cau  get 
soldiers. 

The  IkUiikI  lifllc  picked  up  in  tlie  river  the  otlier  day  twenty-three 
negroes — men,  women,  and  ehihlreu.  There  are  now  some  forty  or 
more  Contrabands  on  board  tiie  dilVercitt  vessels.  These  ]ieo|de  have 
all  to  be  rationed,  and  it  is  beeomiiig  \ery  enibarraasing  (o  me,  short 
of  provisions  as  I  am.  The  last  ])arty  of  twenty-three  have  not  been 
em]i:oye(l  on  aiiyniilitai\  works,  a<:coi ding  to  their  own  confessions, 
and  run  away,  as  they  allege,  because  their  masters  did  not  give  thera 
enuugli  toeat,  wliieli  tlieirappearaneeby  no  means  indicates.  1  think  it 
would  be  a  good  strokeof  policy  to  return  these  negroes  to  their  owners. 
It  woiihl  tend  to  put  a  stoj)  to  ilic  wholesale  deseiticui  that  is  now  going 
on,  and  relieve  us  of  a  uiostiin]deasant  ditlicnlty.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
many  f  (ft  hern  are  from  Maryland,  iiotw  it  list  and  ing  they  invariably  repre- 
sent themselves  as  coming  from  Virginia.  Please  givemeinstructiona 
astotiie  disiiosition  to  be  made  of  these,  and  for  uiy  government  in 
future  similar  cases. 

The  Ice  Hottt  is  becoming  mori'  rickety  every  day;  her  tires  are  now 
down  and  they  are  endeavoring  t()  patch  her  boilers.  I  fearevery  day 
to  hear  of  her  luenking  entirely  down;  in  that  event  slie  woid(l  be  a 
source  of  great  trouble  to  us.  Sliould  you  have  any  vessels  above  that 
you  could  sjmre,  they  c<ndd  be  most  usefully  employed  below.  1  under- 
stand there  is  cominuuication  across  the  lower  jiart  of  the  river 
constanily. 

1  have  the  pilot  of  the  Btiliimorc  still  in  conHiieinent,  awaiting  your 
decision. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.    I).   IlAKBELL, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Captflin  T.  T.  Cbavf.n, 

Commauding  I'otomac  FloUlla. 
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Navy  Departstent,  Noremher  9,  ISfil. 
•The  sailors  now  at  Fort  Ellswortli  will  l»o  sent  to  Cairo  under  cliiiiKe 
of  ('(HiiiiiiiiKlef  Waiinvrijrlit  iiiid  tin'  necessary  ulliceis.     Yoii  will  take 
tlie  ueceHsaiy  measures  in  tlie  itreinises  and  notity  tlie  Depat'tinent  when 
iLey  will  leave. 

Gideon  Welles, 

SecreUtry  of  the  Navy. 
Cominander  John  A.  Dahlgken, 

Commanihiiit  Xary  Y<trd,  Washington,  J).  C, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Clary,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Daicn,  of 
engagement  with  Con/cdrrale  battery  below  Maryland  Point, 

U.  S.  S.  Dawn, 
Potomac  Rirrr,  November  10,  ISfi], 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  passage  down  the  river  this  p.  m. 
[wej  were  tired  ujhui  IVrnn  a  small  battery  of  tw<)  or  three  gnus  (rified 
and  smootiiboie),  none  of  whi»:h  strnek  us.  We  returned  tie  tire,  hut 
iitert'ei-tiially. 

This  huttery  is  located  at  about  1^  miles  above  Boyd's  Uole,  3  miles 
below  Maryland  Point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  Clary, 
Lieutrttdnt,  Contmanding  U.  8.  8.  Dawn. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nacy,  Waithitigton,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Graven,  U.  S.  ^avy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
IninnmittiHg  reports  regarding  Confederate  battery  on  Virginia  shore. 

U.  S.  S.  Haeriet  Lane, 

Off  Oiesbitro  Point,  Xovetiiber  11,  1S61. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclosr^  herewith  for  the  information  of  the 
UepurtToent  a  letter  just  received  fnun  Lieutenant  Commandiujj  Harrell. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8eirctary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

lEocliwnn.) 

U.  S.  8.  Union, 
Off  Aquia  Creel;  November  11,  18G1. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  learned  at  li'  o'clock  last  night  that 
a  battery  was  ready  to  o]ien  fire  from  Vir^rinia  shore  nearly  opposite  to 
Maryland  Point.  I  senttlie  F)v<'/*o»«, Lieutenant Conimandinff  Magaw, 
at  daylifjht  this  morning  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  information.  I 
herewith  enclose  his  report.    It  will  be  seen  by  an  iuspectiou  of  the  chart 
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that  all  vessels  drawing  G  or  7  feet  of  water  will  have  to  pasii  within 
less  than  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  tlie  battery,  which  is  located  iu  a 
ravine,  aud,  with  pits  in  the  ground  for  the  men,  is  complotely  sheltered 
from  our  guns.  • 

It  may  be  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  cross  from  the  Potomac 
Creek.  Maryland  Point  shouhl  be  occupied  immediately  by  our  troops 
I  have  sent  an  officer  to  General  Qooker  to  intorm  him  of  the  sitaatioD 
of  all'airs. 

You  will  perceive  that  I  am  betwetm  two  fires,  with  a  hostile  popula- 
tion on  either  shore.  My  situation  is  by  no  means  enviable.  It  is  true 
I  can  pass  below  during  a  favorable  opportunity  and  escape.  If  I  do, 
however,  this  pattoC  the  river  falls  int<i  tiie  enemy's  hands  at  once. 
He  could  employ  the  steamer  Page  and  all  his  Ixiats  for  such  purix>8e8 
as  he  <-hooses;  in  short,  nothing  could  appear  upon  this  part  of  the 
river  except  with  his  citnsent.  I  shall  therefore  remain  here  until  other- 
wise ordered.  I  have  more  than  Hfty  contrabands  here.  I  must  dispose 
of  them  S()on  or  I  shall  be  short  of  provisions.  1  have  a  schooner  of 
about  KHi  tons  loaded  with  coal.  When  that  is  gone  I  fear  I  can  get  uo 
more  from  below. 

I  have  just  learned  that  the  Ixland  Belle  landed  a  party  of  men  from 
Colonel  (Charles  K.j  Graliaiu's  regiment  last  night  at  or  near  Mathias 
Point,  and  are  burning  houses,  etc.  I  have  not  learned  whether  they 
met  with  opjiosition  or  not. 

As  I  informed  you  iu  my  last  we  are  much  in  want  of  clothes,  pea- 
jackets,  blankets,  shoes,  etc.  I  have  ordered  my  messenger  to  follow 
you  in  order  that  he  may  bring  back  your  oiders  to  me.  I  think  the 
ReHolute  could  pass  the  batteries  with  safety,  and  did  I  have  her  below 
I  could  communicate  witli  yon  with  ease;  now  it  is  difficult. 
In  great  haste,  1  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 
^H  A.  D.  IIarrbll, 

^^f  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Second  Divisioti,  Potomac  Flotilla. 

1  Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

^^^  Gommaitding  Potomac  Flotilla, 


[SabflDolotfore.] 


U.  S.  S.  Freeborn, 
Off  MnryUind  I'oint,  November  11 — cV  a.  m. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order,  I  made  an  examination  of  the 
Virginia  shore  in  this  vicinity  and  was  lired  on  by  a  battery  of  field- 
pieces,  I  think  ftmr  in  nuuibor. 

This  battery  is  situated  abont  ;iO(>  yards  below  the  landing  at  Boyd's 
Hole  and  is  protected  by  a  natural  enibankiiieut. 

The  enemy  threw  twelve  shell  over  and  around  us,  and  strange  to  say 
we  were  untouched  (^ven  by  a  fragment.  I  lired  but  once,  throwing  an 
8inch  shell;  the  morning  was  so  dark  I  could  .see  nothing  but  the 
flashes.  At  7  a.  m.  the  house  of  Mr.  Grimes  and  others  iu  that  vicinity 
on  Mathias  Point  were  in  flames. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Sampel  Magaw, 
Lieutenant,  U,  8.  Navy,  Commanding, 

D,  Harrell,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  Lower  Division,  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Oeneral  inttructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven, 
U,  8.  Navy,  commnndin<j  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Navy  Dkpartmknt,  Notemhcr  13,  1861. 

SiB:  Touts  of  tlie  11th  instant,  oiiclosinp:  a  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  HiiiTell  ami  also  one  from  Lienteuant  Conimautling 
Magaw,  has  been  received;  also  your  dispateh  of  the  9th  instant. 

The  dismissal  of  the  pilot,  Brown,  is  approved,  and  I  eongratulate  yon 
on  the  favorable  termination  of  the  disease.  Cut  the  hatches,  as  you 
request,  as  early  as  practieahle.  You  will  take  the  puhlit;  projierty  out 
of  the  Ice  Boat  ami  send  her  to  Philadelphia  under  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Parks  and  su(;h  crew  only  as  are  necessary  to  carry  her  safely 
home,  where  she  will  be  turned  over  to  her  owners.  If  Acting  Master 
Parks  and  her  engineer  consider  her  nnsal'e  to  make  this  trip,  sliomight 
he  temporarily  repaired  at  Baltimore.  The  shipped  men's  accounts 
will  be  sent  with  them  to  Philadelphia.  Furnish  the  Department  with 
a  list  of  the  other  persons  w!io  leave  in  the  vessel. 

The  Department  presumes  that  yon  will  have  no  ditliculty  in  keeping 
open  communication  sufHcientfortransimrtatiini  of  stoies,  etc.,  between 
your  vessels  with  the  light-draft  steamer  Stepping  Stones.  If  this  is 
imi)racticable  please  notify  the  Department,  as  it  will  involve  leaving 
the  river  above  Mathias  [  Point],  according  to  the  dispatch  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Harrell.  This  must  be  avoided  if  possible.  The  Navy 
Department  has  some  2(K)  tons  of  coal  at  Auuapolis,  which  you  can  use 
if  necessary. 

The  ways  at  the  uavy  yard  are  now  free  and  can  take  another  ve-ssel 
for  repairs. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  T.  T.  Ceaven, 

Gommanding  Potomac  FlotiUa. 


Report  of  Acting  Ma«ter  Street,  U.  S.  Nacy,  comnuinding  U.  S.  sdiooner 
Dana,  regarding  combined  reconnuiasance  to  Mathias  Point. 

On  Board  the  U.  S.  Schooner  Dana, 

Off  BlakiHtone  Island,  November  12, 1861. 
Deas  Sie:  Having  received  information  from  Captain  Arnold  Har- 
ris, of  the  steamer  Island  Belle,  that  Lieutenant  (Joramandiug  Samuel 
Magaw,  of  the  steamer  Freeborn,  and  himself  had  arranged  an  expedi- 
tion to  Mathias  Point,  iu  conjunction  and  by  direction  of  Colonel  Charles 
K.  Graham,  Fifth  Itegiment,  E.xcelsior  Brigade,  for  the  purpose  of  laud- 
ing a  military  force  and  making  a  reconnoissance,  and  as  the  commander 
of  the  Freeborn  was  jircveuted  by  circumstances  from  carrying  out  his 
intentions,  I  was  applied  to  to  furnisli,  as  lar  as  lay  in  my  jwwer,  means 
of  transportation  in  lieu  of  that  vessel.  Judging  the  object  to  be 
attained,  viz,  the  ascertaining  the  positive  existence  of  the  jjresumed 
batteries  on  Mathias  Point  to  be  a  fiict,  and  the  making  a  general 
inspection  of  the  country  to  be  a  sutticient  ajmlogy  for  leaving  my  sta- 
tion, I  did  so  ami  was,  on  the  evening  of  the  10th,  towed  up  by  the 
steamer  Island  Belle  opposite  Chapel  Point,  on  the  Port  Tobacco  Creek 
[liiver],  where,  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  embarked,  by  order  of  Colonel 
Graham,  about  2(Hl  men,  one-half  the  force  to  be  employed  on  the  expe-  i 
ditiou,  consisting  of  Companies  B,  C,  and  D  and  a  howitzer  squad,     i 
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During  the  afternoon  of  the  10th,  ia  order  to  facilitate  matters,  I  seized 
boats,  8Ueh  a.s  1  deemed  suitable  for  the  i»ur|K)se,  eitlier  from  vessels ou 
the  river  or  (ishiiig  boats  on  the  shores,  which,  in  connei'tion  with  liie 
launch  of  the  JnUtnd  lidlc,  furnislie<l  lulequate  means  for  embarkiug 
the  troops  in  perfect  good  order  and  without  coufasion  in  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour. 

Arrived  at  Mathias  I'oint,  the  debarkation  was  superintended  by 
myself  and  was  successful,  as  was  iu  fact  the  whole  expedition,  for  a 
detailed  account  of  whii-li,  on  tlie  jiart  of  our  military  allies,  I  would 
resjiectfully  refer  you  to  Colonel  Graham's  official  report  to  General  D. 
E.  Sickles. 

Alter  makinff  a  thorou^^h  reconnoissance  and  seizing  and  destroying 
a  large  amount  of  rebel  property  and  skiriuisliing  with  the  enemy's 
pickets,  killing  one  luan  and  wounding  two  others,  the  troojjs  were 
withdrawn  anil  recmbarked  in  cai>ital  order  about  9  o'clock  a.  ui.,  and 
we  reiU'hed  Chapel  Point  at  li*  ni.,  linishing  an  affair  that  will  set  at 
rest  the  sup|K»sed  existence  of  heavy  artillery  on  that  point,  and  throw- 
ing the  enemy  into  a  great  state  of  trepidation  for  their  unprotected 
const  on  the  Potomac. 

It  was  the  original  intention  to  have  larnled  from  the  Dnna  the  how- 
itzer, but  it  was  finally  decided  to  advance  without  it. 

lean  not  close  this  report  without  referring  to  the  conduct  of  the 
regiment,  or  rather  detachment,  eng-.iged  in  this  matter.  They  ore- 
served  the  most  ]ierfect  order,  silence,  and  quiet  on  board  the  vessels 
employed,  and  while  engaged  ashore  evinced  the  coolness  and  determi- 
nation of  veterans. 

There  are  on  tlie  point  partially  masked  and  unlinished  intrenchmenta 
in  three  places,  whi(!li  have  nut  been  apparently  worked  upon  nor  occu- 
pied for  some  time  and  are  of  no  jwirtieular  moment  in  their  jiresent 
condition.  The  cortl  wood  and  buildings  on  the  ]»oint  and  the  building 
known  as  Grimes's  house  were  all  destroyed  by  fire,  thus  unmasking  to 
the  lire  of  ]»assing  boats  the  only  earthworks,  as  spoken  above.  There 
were  also  immeious  attempts  made  to  lire  the  woods  upon  the  point,  but 
with  only  (]ualified  success,  on  account  of  the  daui]mess  from  the  recent 
Btoruis  and  noninflainniable  nature  of  the  timber.  The  crew  of  the 
Jhnia  conducted  themselves  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  jiropriety 
duiing  the  atVair,  and  merit  mention  for  their  general  demeanor  and 
prompt  obedience  to  orders. 

I  remain  with  great  respect,  youi'  obedient  servant, 

\Vm.  T.  Street, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Dana. 

Commodore  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Xavy  Yard,  Washington,  JJ.  C, 


'Iteport  <>/  Lieutenant  Williamson,  U.  8,  N'ary,  commanding  JJ.  S.  hrig 
Perry,  giving  information,  received  from  schooners  spoken,  regarding 
batteries  on  the  Potomac, 

U.  S.  BuiG  Perry, 
Off  Alexandria,  November  13,  1S61. 
Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  11th  instant  our  guard  boat  spoke  two 
schooners  coming  up  tlie  river  near  the  blutf  just  above  Fort  Washing- 
ton; one,  the  Enterprise,  of  Baltimore.  The  captain  refiorts  having 
had  two  shot  fired  at  him  without  etlect.  The  other,  the  Village  Belle, 
of  Deal's  island.    Captain  reports  having  had  several  shot  tired  at  him 


rand  tbitikn  one  took  effect  beli)W  water  line,  as  she  made  considerable 
water  afterwards.  Also  reiM)rts  liaving  seen  Federal  troops  laiidin.L,''  at 
Matbias  Point;  tliinks  from  1,5(>(»  to  2,<J<M).  All  the  tirin}:  was  fioiu 
batteries  near  Quauticu  Creek,  wbieU  they  i)assed  on  the  night  of  the 
lUth  instant. 

Kesiiectfally,  etc., 

J.  O.  Williamson, 
•  Lietttenant,  Commandinff. 

Gunimander  J.  A.  Dahlcken, 

VovimaiKlant  .Vary  iV«rrf,  Wathingt'on,  D.  C, 
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litjHiri  of  commanditnt  nari/  yitrd,  Waiihingtov,  of  readineits  of  seamen  on 
duty  (it  Fort  KHsiairth  to  be  transferred  to  other  duty. 

CosrMANDANT'S  OFFICE,  NaVV   YaBD, 

M'(i»hington,  November  Ji!,  1861. 

Sir:  Conformably  to  your  directions,  the  seanu-n  are  jirepared  to 
leave  Fort  Fllswortli,  and  will  only  be  delayed  by  the  time  required  iu 
the  settlement  of  tJieir  aceoimis  by  tiio  paymaster. 

So  far  as  1  arn  infornieil,  there  will  be  no  dittienlty  in  transjMjrtation 
by  rail,  the  authorities  ot  the  road  here  being  prepared  to  move  tliem 
at  short  notice. 

The  transfer  of  the  seamen  to  their  destination  will  eommen<'e  as 
soon  as  the  necessary  orders  are  received  from  tlie  Navy  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  jisO.   A.   DAULiiUEN, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Nary, 
mundiu(i  Potomac  Flotilla,  re<jardin<j  U.  /S.  iS.  E.  B.  Bale. 

Navy  Department,  November  14, 1861. 
Sir:  The  pmiieller  Hale  is  to  be  tenii)orarily  deta<'hed  from  the 
tlotiJIa  under  your  coiiimand,  and  yon  will  ])lease  dispatch  her  to  the 
navy  yard,  with  orders  to  rejwrt  to  Commander  J)ahlgreu. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commandintj  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oencral  Hooker,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Crave 
U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  Potontac  Flotilla,  requesting  protiction 
army  supply  steamers. 

Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker,  Lower  Potomac,  Md.,  November  l:'i,  ISfil. 
Commodore:  I  am  lookin}i;  for  my  supply  steamer  to  day,  and  as  the 
captain  of  her  seems  to  be  tidgety  I  request  that  one  of  your  vessels 
may  take  such  a  positiou  as  will  afiord  her  protection  until  discharged. 
N  w  R — vol  4 48 
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I  presume  that  it  is  proper  that  she  shoald  have  it,  and  I  request  that 
in  I'nture  this  protection  may  be  extended  to  all  vessels  arriving  with 
supplies. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  major- general  commanding,  I  have  concen- 
trated my  division  between  Budd's  Ferry  and  Sandy  Point,  and  it  will 
cause  me  less  hauling  to  have  the  supplies  landed  at  a  point  near  the 
mouth  of  Mattawoman  Creek  hereafter.  The  roads  are  iu  such  a  fright- 
ful onndition  this  change  bec-omea  almost  imperative.  • 
With  great  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

.Joseph  Hooker, 
Brigailier-Ueneral,  Commanding  Difiaion. 
Commodore  CRAVEN, 

Commantling  Potomac  Flotilla. 


^Heport  of  Captain  Craven,  F.  S.  Xary,  commanding  Potomac  Fl-otilla, 
regarding  disposition  of  tht^  I'hiladelphia  Ifc  Boat  (Release). 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 
Off  Indian  Ilead,  Korember  16,  18fil. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  12th  and  1-lth  instant.  On  the  llrst  favorable  occasion  the  Wyan- 
daiik  and  Stepping  Stonis  will  be  .sent  down  to  receive  the  public  prop- 
erty now  on  board  of  the  Jcc  Boat,  and  that  vessel  will  be  sent,  in 
act^iirdance  with  your  instructions,  to  Philadelphia.  The  Male  has  been 
ordered  up  to  the  yard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  GtDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


etter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  to  John  Bevereux,  esq.,  regarding 
useless  cohdition  of  the  Ice  Boat  (Release). 

Navy  Department,  Noretaber  19, 1/^61. 
I  have  received  yonr  communication  of  the  13th  instant.    The  Depart- 
ment has  given  instructions  for  the  Tec  Boat  to  be  sent  back  to  Phila- 
delphia, as  she  has  been  for  a  long  time  utterly  useless. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
John  Devereux, 

President,  etc.,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Captain  Craren,  U.  8.  Xavy,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
requesting  orders  to  a  seagoing  vessel. 

U.  8.  8.  Harriet  Lane,  Xovember  20, 1861. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  request  to  be  detached  from  the  command  of  the 
Potomac  Flotilla  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  a  seagoing  steamer 

In  making  this  application  1  am  actuated  by  the  deep  sense  of  the 
utter  uselessuess  of  my  services  u]>on  this  river,  besides  which  the  long- 


I 
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coutiuuetl  confliieinciit  and  inactivity  to  which  I  have  necessarily  been 
subjectetl  is  briugiug  biick  upon  me  an  old  malady  which,  if  not  checked, 
will  soon  render  ine  imtit  for  active  service. 

1  liave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tuos.  T.  Ckaven, 

Captain,  U.  IS,  Navy. 
Hon.  GroBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washitigton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Harrell,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S,  S,  Union, 
reyarding  affairs  of  theJioUlla. 

U.  S.  S.  Union, 
Off  Aqtiia  Creek,  yoveinber  20,  1861. 

8iE :  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  oflered  by  the  Stepping  Stones 
to  report  all  (juiet  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river  at  i)re8eut.  Tlie  ene- 
my's battery  at  Boyd's  Hole  lias  been  withdrawn.  Troojis  are  numerous 
in  the  vicinity  of  Aqiiia  and  P)»toraac  creeks.  No  new  batteries  have 
been  di-scovered.  I  have  removed  all  the  public  property  from  tlie  Ice 
Boat,  as  directed,  atid  will  send  her  to  Philadelphia  immediately.  I 
have  taken  fourteen  of  her  crew  to  Jill  vacancies  on  board  this  vessel, 
and  respectfully  request  yonr  approval  of  the  same.  I  enclo.se  you  a  list 
of  the  men  thus  retained,  aiul  should  it  meet  your  approval,  please 
direct  the  transfer  of  their  accounts  to  this  ship.  I  enclose  also  a  li.st 
of  those  who  accompany  the  fee  Hout ;  also  of  those  I  .send  to  you, 
together  with  a  list  of  contrabands  that  have  been  collected  by  the 
various  vessels  of  the  tiotilla. 

Some  means  should  be  adopted  by  which  we  could  receive  a  regular 
supply  of  coal.  There  are  no  coal  vessels  in  the  river  excejit  one,  which 
is  imrtially  discharged.  We  reiiuire  about  IdO  tiius  j)er  week,  and  have 
sutticieiitfor  nearly  three  weeks.  If  an  arrangemetil  could  be  made  by 
which  I  would  be  certain  bi  receive  that  tiuantity  of  coal,  1  could  dis- 
pense with  the  Italtimore  and  send  her  to  Washington.  The  i>ilotof  the 
Island  Belle  has  run  that  ve8.sel  ashore  repeatedly  and  is  entirely  unfit 
for  bis  position.  lie  wishes  to  be  dischargi-d.  There  is  a  man  on  board 
the  U.  8.  schooner  JJa (7 CI/  who  is  represented  to  be  an  excellent  jiilot;  if 
you  will  authorize  his  employment  as  such,  I  will  give  him  the  order. 
If  he  proves  cajiable,  as  he  is  said  t<i  be,  he  should  receive  his  discharge 
and  be  rated  pilot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  I).  IIakrkll, 
Lieutenant,  Cotunianding  Second  Division,  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Commodore  Thomas  T.  Cuaven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Order  from  the  commandant  nary  yard,  Washington,  to  Acting  Master 
Foster,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  E.  B.  Hale,  regarding  trans- 
portation of  ordnance. 

Commandant's  Offick,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  November  20,  1861. 
SiB:  Conformably  to  the  order  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  you  will 
proceed  to  Fort  Monroe  and  laud  there  the  four  IX-inch  guns  that  have 
been  put  ou  board  of  your  vessel. 
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Thence  procet'd   ti>  New  York  itiid  deliver  the  two  XI  inch  guns  to  | 
Flagf-Oflicer  raiildiii}:,  eoniinandDut  of  the  iiiivy  >'ar<l.  New  Y«irk. 

Oil  your  way  down  you  will  re|tort  to  Caplaiii  Craven  your  freitrht 
and  de8tiiiation,  with  the  leiiiu-st  tor  Kiich  ussifitauee  as  be  may  deem 
projter. 

It  will  1)0  neceRsary,lroiii  the  value  of  the  IVciRbf ,  that  every  yirecaa- 1 
tion  be  used  in  jiassiiit;  tlieliatteiies  in  the  vieinityof  Kvansiwirt,  I  Vh  ]. 
Seleet  an  obseuie  ni}.'lit  wluii  the  moon  is  not  seen,  have  such  lights 
an  are  indisi)eiisable  eaielully  mriened,  and  i)ass  as  near  the  Maryland 
8hore  a-s  the  tlraft  of  your  vessel  will  nalely  permit.  On  no  sieeouiit 
muMt  the  vessel  be  sulb-ied  to  ground. 

I  am,  very  resjieetliilly,  your  obedient  Kervant, 

J.  A,  Daulokbn, 

ConnnandaHf. 
Aeting  Master  [William  .7.1  Foster, 

Commtiudiwj  U.  8.  8.  [E.  B.\  HaU. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ifarrell,  r.  S.  Xary,  commnndiii{i  V.  S.  S,  Uninn, 
rajaniing  vonnirtu-tion  of  eartliirorks  by  the  enemy  in  tin:  riviiiitg  of 
Aquia  Creek. 

U.  S.  S.  Union, 
Off  Aquia  Creek,  Xorrniber  21,  JhOl. 

Sjr:  Everytliiiijr  tranquil  here.  The  enemy  has  been  engaged  dur- 
ing the  hist  three  <lays  in  thnnvin^r  up  works,  as  we  can  see  with  our 
gla.sses,  OH  ttie  hills  ;ili(iut  1  mile  in  the  rear  and  a  little  above  the  lower 
battery.  It  must  be  intended  for  tlelense  of  the  river  battery  against  a  , 
tlank  attaek.  This  K»oks  very  much  like  a  determination  to  remain  uii 
the  river  until  he  is  driven  away. 

I  have  a  contraband  on  board  this  vessel  who  is  a  good  cook,  and  1 1 

will  thank  you  for  peiniissioii  to  ship  him,  if  not  against  the  regulations.] 

W>ry  respeeitiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Harrell, 
LieutcHont,  Commandinfi  Second  Dirii<i(in,  Polomac  FLodlla, 

Commodore  Thoma.s  T.  Craven, 

Commandinij  J'otonutc  Flotilla. 


[Ttlegtwoi.] 

Navy  Yaiu)  [Washington,  VK  C],  Noremher  31,  isni. 
The  Amirontia  having  now  two  iliiieh  guns  which  eaii  be  worked  at 
one  time,  will  need  more  men  than  before.     May  they  be  ta.keii  from  the  i 
men  sent  from  the  Ice  lioutt 

J.  A.  Dahloren. 
Navy  Department. 


[TtHegnm.] 

Navy  Yard,  Xoremher  33,  1S61.     , 
The  \E,  li.]  Hale  passed  the  batteries  last  evening  and  wa*«  not  fired  i 
It.     She  lia<l  on  board  six  heavy  guns  and  some  ovdnanee  stores. 

J.  A.  Dahloren. 
Navy  Diii'AKTMKNT. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Harrell,  U.  S.  Kary,  commanding  U.  8,  S.  Uniotif 
regarding  Confederate  encampment. 

U.  S.  S.  Union, 
Off  Aijuia  Creek,  November  M,  IHCt, 
Sir:  1  hiive  to  report  all  ((iiift  on  this  part  ol'  tlio  rivtT.     Lieutenant 
Com  in  audi  n}i  Miipaw,  who  lias  just  returned  IVom  a  eruise  below,  reports 
an  encanipnieiit  iielow  Boyd's  Hole,     From  the  iiuniber  of  eamp  fires 
ohscrvi'd  he  thinks  t!ie  t'on-e  abcmt  a  re)j;iineiit. 

1  enclose  an  a|»|»Iieation  for  the  dischai'tie  of  a  servant,  who  is  worth- 
ies!*, I  will  thanic  you  to  eudorse  it  and  forward  it  to  the  honorable 
Secretary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  eervant, 

A,   D.    llABkKLL, 
Lieutenanty  VommaiidtHg  Second  Ditiuiion,  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Captain  Thomas  T.  Cijaven, 

Commandiny  t'oiomac  Flotilla  I'oUimuo  River. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secrctar}/  of  the  ynvy  to  John  Devereux,  etiq., 
thanking  him  for  the  use  of  the  Philadelphin  lee  lioat  [ReUnue), 

Navy  Uepabtment,  Norcmber  X'.s,  Jtifil. 
The  Di'iKirtnient  desires  to  express  to  you  ait<l  your  associates  its 
;irati(ication  for  the  nenerous  prolVer  of  the  I'hila(U'l[iliia  Ive  Bout  at  a 
jieiiotl  when  her  services  were  inncli  needed,  and  will  thank  you  to 
furnish  this  Department  with  an  esiiinate  tor  the  iietessary  repairs 
lequired  and  any  other  churyes  justly  due  from  (lovcruuient. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Ansintant  Secretary. 
John  Devkreux,  Esq., 

PrcHident  Board  of  Trustees,  etc.,  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  the  Si-tretari/  of  the  Xary  to  Captain  Craren,  U.  8.  Xavy,  to 
proceed  to  Phitadtlphia  fn-  eommoiiil  of  U,  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 

Navy  I>El'AB'rMKNT,  Xorember  39,  1861. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  (•oniinand  <»f  the  Potomac 
Kliitilla.  and  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  rhiliulel|)hia  and  report 
to  Comniodori'  I'ender^rast  for  the  eominaiid  of  the  D.  8.  steam  sloop 
of  war  Brooklyn. 

I  am,  respectf\illy, 

(liDEON  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nany  to  Lieutenant  Harrell,  U.  S.  Xary, 
eommandiny  U,  S.  S.  Union,  to  agaume  command  of  Potomae  Flotilla, 

Navv  Department,  Xoranber  39,  1861. 
8in :  Yoti  will  asBnine  the  temporary  vomniauil  of  the  Pot<Miiac  Flo- 
tilla, to  rt'lievo  t'uiitain  Thomas  T.  Cruveii. 
1  iim,  rcHpoi-.ttully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navji.\ 
Lienteuaiit  A.  1).  ITarrell, 

U.  S.  S.  Union,  I'otomm-  Flotilla. 


Jtcport  of  Captain  Craren,  U.  8.  Xary,  commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
tranKmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  JlarrcU,  U.  8.  Nary,  comtnaiuHHg 
U,  8.  8.  Union,  regarding  affairs  on  the  Potomac. 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane,  Xovcmber  30,  1861. 

8iB:  I  havo  tlie  lionor  Ui  tMicloso  litrewith  a  rei>ort  wliich  I  received 
last  iiiKlit  from  Litaiteiiaut  Coniniaiultiifr  Harrell;  also  one  from  the 
eiijjiiieer  of  the  Union.  1  wouhl  lespeetl'ully  sujj^rest  that  the  Union 
be  ordered  either  to  Ualtiiiiore  or  some  one  of  our  Northern  dockyards 
lor  rei>air«,  and  shoidd  it  bo  the  intention  of  tlio  Dopiirtment  to  comply 
with  my  rfquest  of  the  -Otii  instant,  ti>  l>e  detached  from  the  command 
of  tiiis  t1oti]i:t,  which  I  earnestly  hope  for,  I  most  resj^ectfully  rcc<ini- 
Tiu'iid  LitMitenant  Coinniandinf;  Harrell  as  in  everyway  deserving  to  be 
my  Hllc(■e^^Kor. 

I'^xw'ptinpor.  the  occasion  allnded  to  in  Captain  OarrelPa  report,  the 
Page  has  not  been  ontsirle  of  (Juiintico  Creek.  The  iKlaitd  Belle  was, 
as  is  usual,  »Tuisiii{j  during  the  night  that  the  Jlnh-  jiasstHl  down,  and 
no  doubt  mistaken  by  the  latter  for  the  Page,  hence  the  ill-founded 
re|(ort,  which  I  have  oliserved  in  some  of  the  papers,  of  the  Page's 
appearance  on  the  river. 

^Ve^y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servtint, 
TuoH.  T.  Craven, 
Captain,  U,  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 
[E»rlofiare.l 
U.  S.  S.  Umow, 
OffAf/uia  Creek,  Xoreinber  39, 1S61. 
Sir:  Nothing  now  has  transpired  on  this  part  of  the  river  since  ray 
lafit  report.     J  have  seen  it  state<l  in  the  newspapers  that  there  is  a 
battery  5  or  (>  miles  below  Aijuia  Creek;  such  is  not  the  fact.    Since 
the  removal  of  the  guns  from  Boyd's  Hole  none  have  been  seen  below 
Potomac  Creek. 

I  have  caused  a  strict  watch  to  be  kept  upon  the  Page,  and  have  never 
seen  her  outside  Quantico  Creek  until  last  night.  The  guard  boat  of 
this  vessel  found  her  at  1(1  o'clock  last  night  in  (he  middle  of  the  river 
opposite  Budd's  Ferry.  She  was  lying  across  the  stream,  evidently 
waiting  for  something  to  pass.  The  guard  boat  pulled  close  to  her,  so 
close  as  to  see  [aj  great  many  men  on  board.  She  hailed  and  said  she 
was  the  Penguin  and  had  important  dispatches,  and  desired  the  boat 
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to  come  and  gt-t  tliem.  Tbe  boat,  however,  knowing  that  the  Penguin 
was  not  iu  the  river,  tliouglit  it  advisjible  to  inill  iu  auotber  direction. 
I  suppose  she  was  afraid  to  fire  iipou  the  bout,  lest  she  shouhl  draw  the 
lire  of  our  batteries  iiiwti  herself. 

The  ViTur  de  Lion  lias  iirrived  here  from  Fortress  Monroe,  and  I 
thought  it  best  to  detain  l»er  under  thecireumstances  until  I  hear  from 
you.  Should  she  fall  iu  with  the  Ftii/e  her  capture  would  be  almost 
certain.  Please  iuform  me  whether  I  shall  permit  other  vessels  to 
pass  up. 

1  have  refrained  from  reporting  the  condition  of  this  vessel  until  I 
cau  defer  it  no  longer.  8he  has  been  leaking  very  badly  for  a  long 
time  past  and  it  is  iuiTeasing  dailj^,  and  has  now  reached  from  {( to  10 
inches  per  hour.  As  we  have  n(}  means  of  freeing  her  except  by  the 
hand  pumps,  tiie  crew  are  now  emphiyed  nearly  half  their  tune  in 
keeping  the  water  below  the  lloor  of  the  eugine  room.  We  have  lost  a 
quantity  of  powder,  and  have  no  secure  place  to  store  it  below  tbe 
water  line. 

Her  boilers  and  mat^hinery  also  are  much  out  of  order,  J  enclose  the 
report  of  the  engineer  for  your  information  in  that  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Uabrell, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Second  IHiiwion,  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla,  Potomac  River. 

[SubenolMuro.] 

U.  8.  8.  Union,  Xovember  28, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  take  this  method  of  informing  you  of  the  condition  of  the 
engines  and  boilers  of  this  vessel. 

In  the  first  place  the  engines  are  an  old  pair,  and  are  considerably 
out  of  order  and  wiint  repairing  in  many  phiees;  the  itacking  bolts  in 
the  steam  cylinder  arc  coniiiletely  gone,  and  is  the  cause  of  our  using 
a  greater  amount  of  fuel  than  we  should  ilo.  One  of  the  air  pump  rock- 
shaft  aruis  is  cracked  and  bent  and  is  liable  to  give  out  at  any  moment. 

Hoth  of  the  boilers  are  iu  a  very  bad  eonditi<irr,  esjiecially  the  star- 
board boiler;  there  are  thirty-two  of  the  tubes  entirety  stopped  uj)  an<l 
entirely  useless,  and  tbe  others  are  leaking  badly  and  getting  worse 
every  day.  And  by  having  no  auxiliary  jiower  for  pumpiug  up  the 
boilers  while  lying  at  anchor,  we  have  to  blow  off  steam  and  pump  up 
by  Laud,  which  is  a  great  injury  to  them. 

John  F.  McCtTTOHEON, 

Senior  Fngineer  tn  Charge. 

Lieutenant  A.  D.  IIarrell, 
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t  of  Acting  Master  Bentrick,  U.  8.  JV^ary,  commanding  »team  tug 
'j.  it.  Herbert,  relative  to  guard  duty  performed  by  that  vetiiel. 


k 


U.  8.  8.  E.  U.  Hkhbert, 
Off  Indian  Head,  December  1, 1861. 
SiTi ;  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report: 
According  to  instructions  last  evening,  ''to  get  underway  and  follow 
the  Anacoalia  down  to  Stump  Neck  and  keep  a  lookout,  ih  company 
with  her  and  the  Janus  Murray,^'  1  proceeded  down  to  the  mouth  of 


Cliicomnsen  ("reek,  and,  failing  to  flii<l  the  AnacoHHa,  ran  np  to  Stamp 
Neck  and  anchored;  kept  all  liamls  on  <leck.  Saw  a  (ixeil  lifiUt  on  the 
]K>int  at  Budd'a  Ferry  all  iiif;lit,  and  also  a  liubt  shown  at  Timber 
Creek  [Branch], on  the  ^'i^pinia  side.  Three  small  schooners  passed 
down  without  attraitting  any  attention  from  the  batteries.  Midnight 
calm;  latter  part,  ditto.  Anac^Hlia  above  Budd's  Ferry. 
Very  resjiectrully, 

Charles  Bkntrick,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Ma^lie)■  E.  H.  Herbert. 
Comuio<l(>re  Gkaven. 


[ToIpgmiD.] 

"Washixoton  Arsenal,  December  1,  1861. 
The  Jaoo&  Bellhw^  left  to  report  to  Caplaiii  Craven,  under  the  tem- 
porary conmiand  Actiiij;  Jliister   AVanen,  Ijicutenaut  SlcCrea  being 
absent.     The -'l?ia«M//«  went  down  previously. 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgkkn. 
Navy  Depaktment. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Austin,  U.  S,  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ana-_ 
cotitia,  of  duty  performed  by  that  rcHseh 

U.  S.  S.  Anacostia,  December  1,  1861. 
Sib:  I  have  to  report  that  1  proceeded  down  the  river  as  yofl 
ordered;  arrived  off  Qnantico  Creek  at  7:30;  found  all  quiet.  At 
11:30  a  boat  canie  iVoin  Marylaiul  shore  witli  three  of  the  members  of 
the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Ifejjinieut.  They  staled  that  the  batteries  ha<l 
lircd  on  a  schooner  yesteniiiy,  and  a  shell  from  them  had  burst  in  their 
camji.  At  4:L'r>  ran  np  to  Sluin])  Neckantl  siHike  the  steamer  llerbert. 
At  4: 50  heard  six  musket  sliofs  uu  \'iiKinia  sliore.  Started  up  at  7:65. 
liespt'ct fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Jhas.  a.  Austin, 
[Ac/ill^]  Master,  Commandinij  U,  S.  iS.  Anaixtgtia, 

Captain  T.  T,  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  Potomac  FlotiUa. 


Bejwrt  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Kary,  ordered  to  amnme  command  of 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 

U.  S.  8.  Harriet  Lane,  Dcin-mhcr  2, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  Rcknowled<;e  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
the  20th  ultimo,  detachiufj  nu'  frcjui  the  connnand  of  the  Potomac  Flo- 
tilla, aiul  (lirectiii},'  me  to  reprtrt  to  Commodore  IViulergrast  for  th^ 
jcommaud  of  the  steam  sh>op  Brooklyn. 

Very  res|)ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 

Captain,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seentary  of  the  Navy,  Wati/iinglon,  D.  Q. 


Sir  :  I  iirrivi^d  litre  ini  tlio  1st  instant,  out  of  provisions  and  witb  my 
inaiDsail  split.  I  laving  no  canvas  or  twine,  I  could  not  mend  it  until! 
arrived  liere. 

My  sails,  air,  are  very  old  iiud  tettder,  mid  sliould  I  get  caught  in  a 
Rqiiiill  I  liiive  no  canvas  to  mend  tlieni.     I  also  rwniiro  a  largo  anchor. 
.Sluiuld  I  )i(t(  get  a  new  set  ol"  sails  soon  the  vcssi-1  will  be  rendered 
ineft'ectiial.     She  is  also  in  iiee<l  of  otiier  repairs. 

llo|ting  you  will  permit  ine  to  go  to  the  yard,  I  remain,  very  resiwct- 
fnlly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Street, 
Acting  Mimtcr^a  Mittc,  Commanding  Pana. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  t'RAVKN, 

Commimding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Order  of  the  Secretari/  of  the  N'ary  to  TAeiitennnt  Wyman,  U,  8,  Navy, 
cutHume  command  of  Potomao  Flotillo. 

Navy  DEPAETStBNT,   December  5,  J8G1. 
Sm:  You  will  without  delav  assume  the  conunaml  of  the  Potom 
Flotilla. 

I  am,  resiiectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretari/  of  the  JTory,] 
Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  H.  W\'MAJ<,  U.  H.  Navy, 

Wanhiiigton,  I).  G. 


Order  of  the  Secretari/  of  the  Xary  to  Lieutenant  Harrell,  U.  S. 
detaching  him  from  temporary  command  of  Potomae  FlotilUt. 

Navy  Department,  December  5,  18G1 
Sir:  Yon  are  hereby  detached  from  tlie  temporary  command  of  the 
Potomac  Flotilla  iind  you  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Union  to  Phil- 
adel|(hia,  and  on  your  arrival  you  will  turn  lier  over  t<»  thocoiiiniaiidant 
of  that  navy  yiird  and  then  report  to  that  ollicer  for  the  command  oj^ 
the  U.  S.  steam  giinliout  Miami. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

(ItDEoN  Welles, 

[  Htcrctary  of  the  Navy.] 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  D.  Hajckell,  U.  8,  Navy, 

WaithingtOH,  D,  C. 


[Telaerun.] 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  December  5, 18f>u 
T\w[C(tMr  di]  Lion  has  arrived  from  below.    She  convoyed  elevea" 
vessels  past  the  Latteries  last  evening  about  7  o'clock.     No  shot  tired. 

JouN  A.  Daulgren, 

Commandant  yacy  Yard, 
^Avy  Department. 
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Abstracts  of  log  boolm  of  vesitela  aerring  in  the  Potomac  Flotilla  durin 
the  period  from  April  to  December  7,  IHGl. 

Abitraot  log  of  D,  S.  8,  E.  B,  Hale,  Ssptember  4  to  November  22,  1861. 

September  i,  1801. — At  2  p.  in.  the  vessel  was  put  in  commission,  na' 
yard,  New  York, 

September  38. — At  8  a.  m.  got  underway  for  Wjisliingtoii. 

October  1. — At3:4o  a.  m.  arrived  at  navy  yard,  Washiutftoii. 

October  7. — At  11  a.  m.  got  underway  to  proceed  down  to  the  flagshi] 
for  further  orders. 

October  10. — At  C  a.  m.  wont  up  river.  Keceived  orders  to  board' 
every  vessel  bound  out. 

October  11. — At  3  a.  m.  we  lieard  the  report  of  guns  and  saw  the  flash 
in  the  direction  of  Quautiuo  Creek. 

October  15. — At  li::iO  a.  lu.  the  U.  S.  S.  Pocnhonins  passed  down  the 
river.  When  oft"  SLippiii;;  Point  heard  the  report  of  three  guns  fired 
from  a  Uatt«ry  on  the  point.  At  10:1.1  the  U.  8.  S.  Seminole  passed 
down  the  river.  When  ofl'  yiiipping  Point,  11 :  10,  two  shots  were  fired 
from  the  battery,  the  Seminole  returuiug  the  eomi>linieut.  Kept  firing 
till  11 :3U;  nineteen  shots  were  fii'ed  from  the  battery  and  eleveu  troni, 
the  Seminole. 

October  Id. — At4:40  a.  m.  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee  passed  down  with  twoboal 
in  tow.  When  the  boats  were  down  toward  Shipping  Point  the  battery 
opened  tire  upon  them.  Kept  on  till  6 :  25 ;  twenty  seven  shots  were  fired. 
At  6  p.  m.  tliree  shots  were  tired  from  Shipping  Point  batt«ry ;  nineteen 
shots  were  fired  from  the  battery  toward  the  Mount  Vernon,  as  reported 
by  the  Pmiey. 

October  17. — At  6  a.  in.  sixteen  shots  were  fired  from  the  battery, 
Shipping  Point,  and  fifteen  at  8:25. 

October  IS. — From  1:45  till  1-':10  miduiglit:  Fouiteen  shots  were 
fired  from  the  rebel  battery  toward  the  U.  S.  S.  Volumbui,  which  passed 
us  during  the  time  up  river.  From  1  :r»7  to  2:20  a,  m.  six  shots  were 
fired  froai  the  battery.  At  10  Captain  Foster  and  Chief  Engineer 
Harrington  went  in  the  starboard  boat,  all  armed  with  small  arms,  in 
company  with  t\ie  Jicliatice^n  boat,  up  Chiconuixen  Kiver  [Creek],  an" 
returned  at  1  p.  m.,  each  with  a  skiff.  At  5  p.  m.  three  shots  were  fl 
ofi' Aquia  Creek  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Satellite. 

October  19. — At  12 :4t)  a.  ni.  six  shots  were  fired  from  the  rebel  battery, 
At  2 :  10  three  shots  were  fired ;  at  9  seventeen  shots  tired.  At  10  a.  m. 
commenced  firing,  coutiimiug  until  10:55j  in  that  time  tired  152  shots 
from  the  rebel  battery  toward  thetowboat  Resolute,  with  two  schooners, 

and  the  towboat ,  with  two  scboouers  in  tow  alongside.    At  noon 

towboats  passed  with  tliree  »cht>oners;  the  Jiesohile  let  one  schooner 
go,  which  the  rebels  took  into  Aquia  Creek.  From  1:30  p.  m.  five 
shots  were  fired  from  Shi[)ping  Point. 

October  20. — From  8  until  11  a.  m.  thirty  shots  were  fired  from  rebel 
battery  at  passing  vessels, 

October  33. — At  0:15  p.  m.  the  U.  S.  S.  Rencue  came  with  dispatches 
from  Commodore  Craven;  reported  a  new  battery  erected  on  Mathias 
Point,  mounting  eighteen  guns. 

October  33. — At  11  a.  ra.  saw  a  steamer  ofl"  the  rebel  battery  going  u] 
Quantico  Creek. 

October  38. — At  7:30  a.  m.  dropped  anchivroH'  Indian  Head.  During 
the  afternoon  twenty  nine  shots  were  fired  fnun  the  rebel  battery  ai 
Shipping  Point.    At  8:15  dropped  anchor  oil'  Stamp  Neck. 
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October  39. — At  7 :  30  a.  m.,  in  company  with  the  Resolute  and  Relian, 
ancliored  ofl"  Indian  Head.     During  tlie  afternoon  eleven  shots  were 
fired  by  the  rebel  battery  at  SLipping  Point.    At  7  p.  m.  three  shoi 
were  fired  from  the  Union  battery  at  Bndd's  Ferry. 

Octuber  31. — At  '1  a.  m.  thrLie  oyster  sloops  passing  up  river  repor 
having  seen  the  rebel  steamer  I'mje  in  the  Potomiic  off  HhijJiiing  Point. 

NoremberlJ. — Dui'ing  the  forenoon  forty-tive  .sliots  were  lired  from 
the  rebel  battery  tm  Shipping  Point  toward  some  passing  schooners. 

November  II. — At  1 :3l)  p.  m.  a  battery  on  Cockpit  Point  o|iened  (i 
on  a  schooner  laden  with  wood,  bound  up. 

November  15. — Heavy  firing  off  Shipping  Pointfrom  the  rebel  battel 
during  the  afternoon,  forty-five  shots  in  all. 

November  22. — Got  underway  for  Fortress  Monroe. 
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Abctraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  FawnM,  Hxj  80  to  Aoguit  21,  1861. 

May  20,  1801. — Off  Alexandria  trom  8  to  meridian.  The  steamer 
Thomas  Freeborn  passeil  up  the  river  to  Washington  with  several 
prizes  in  tow. 

May  24. — Making  preparation.s  t<i  land  troops.  At  4 :  20  a.  m.  an 
oflicer  was  sent  ashore  by  the  commanding  oHiccr  to  demand  the  sur- 
render of  the  city  (Alexandria),  Before  iiegotiiitions  were  ctmcluded 
the  steamers  Baltimore  and  Moiini  Vernon  arrivwl  with  troops  and  took 
possession  of  the  place.  Manned  and  armed  boats  and  t^>ok  out  tVom 
the  dock  the  steamers  Thoinnn  Collytr  and  (iipxy.  From  meridian  to  4 
p.m.:  Prisonera  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Gha])lin  were  sent  up  to  navy 
yard  (Washington)  in  the  Baltimore  and  delivered  to  Commander 
Dahlgren. 

Jutte  1. — At  10:i!0  a.  m.  came  in  sight  of  Aquia  Creek;  steamed  in. 
At  11:40  the  batteries  cm  shore  itpcned  (ire  with  rebel  flag  up. 
Iteturned  fire.  At  lli:30  p.  m.  ceased  firing.  At  1  p.  in.  beat  to  quar- 
ters and  opened  with  eflect  with  shell.  Continued  firing  until  4:05 
p.  m.,  when,  having  been  within  1,70(»  yards,  after  an  action  and  hot  fire 
of  four  hours  and  twenty-live  minutes,  in  wliicli  this  ship  expended  liW> 
shell,  and  153  hollow  shot,  hauled  oft"  at  4:  .'10,  having  completi'iy  silenced 
their  batteries.  The  enemy  at  an  early  stage  of  the  action  set  fire  to 
the  raib-oad  wharf  and  bridge.  Hcceived  eight  shot,  one  in  pipe,  one 
in  maintopsail  yard,  one  in  forecastle  deck,  one  through  first  cutter, 
one  port  quarter,  one  through  mizzcn  toj)inast,  one  cut  ridgerope,  star., 
board  side,  and  one  cut  lead  off  att<'r  air  jtort,  starboard  side.  I 

June  2. — Commences  and  till  4  a.  m. :  At  anchor  off  Aqnia  CreekJ 
From  8  to  midnight:  Lights  moving  along  the  beach  at  Aquia  Creek 

June  3. — From  8  to  meridian :  llebels  throwing  up  eaithworks. 

June  4. — From  meridian  to  4 :  Boarded  several  vessels  bound  up  am 
down  and  warned  them  off  tlie  blockade  coast. 

Jxine  !>. — At  4:30  a.  m.  g<»t  up  anchor  and  steamed  down  the  rivei 
At  6:30  anchored  off  Mathias  Point.     At  8  a.  m.  sent  armed  party  o 
marines  and  seamen  on  shore,  under  command  of  Master  Blue,  to  pro- 
tect surveying  party.    At  5 :  30  p.  m.  completed  survey.    Got  underwaafl 
and  steamed  up  to  Aquia  Creek.     At  8  anchored  in  old  position.         ^H 

June  a. — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river,  with  Cap- 
tain Palmer  and  surveying  party  on  board.  Stopped  several  times  to 
overhaul  crafts.  At  10 :  .30  .stopped  oft'  White  House.  Sent  40  marines 
aud  seamen,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  to  protect  survejj 
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ing  party.  At  IL'  party  retiiiiied,  liiivin{T  tiiiislied.  At  3 : 30  p.  m.  sur- 
veying party  returued  iti  boat.  Got  umlorway  and  stood  dowu  the 
river.    From  4  U)  s  ]>.  in.:  Aiiclior<Ml  oil'  Acjuiii  Creek. 

June  J'>. — From  S  to  meridian:  Sent  tirst  cutter  under  Maoter  Blue 
up  river  to  re<!oiinoiter. 

June  16. — From  8  u>  meridian:  Guna  fired  by  the  rebel  battery,  sup- 
posed to  Ite  trynij;  runfje  of  their  uuiis.  From  8  toruidniglit:  The  first 
cutter  iuid  Ihiixif  Ivd  tiie  shij)  to  prevent  <;'omiii(iiiif;itiiiii  between  the 
Maryland  and  N'li'tjiniii  nhort-s. 

June  IS. — At.>:3i>  a.  m.  tiie  third  cutter  returned  Iroui  a  re-counoiter- 
iwii  c'xi»editiou  down  the  river. 

Jkh«  7.7.— ()(lA(iuia  Creek.  At  J)  n.  in.  discovered  several  t«aa)s  on 
alu^re  abnut  to  remove  the  ]irovisioiiK  from  CariK-nter'stisli  honse.  Sent 
an  otticer  on  shore  and  sci/ed  tliciii  in  the  nautetd'the  United  Staters  as 
contraband  of  war.  From  -t  to  M  p.  m.:  Sent  an  otficer  and  men  on 
shore  t(»  i-eniove  tlie  provisions  to  the  .scliooiier  for  transportation  to 
Washington. 

June  21. — From  i  to  S  a.  m.;  The  West  Hill  battery  tired  two  shots 
at  a  sailing  vessel  beating  up  the  river;  botii  shots  fell  short. 

Juno  S'l. — Off  Mathias  I'oint.  At  2 : 4."i  a.  m.  got  underway  an<l  stood 
down  the  river.  AtTc.'^lt  disoovered  arine<l  troops  in  ambusli  along 
Mathias  Point.  Ojiened  tire  witli  shell.  Armed  and  .sent  on  shore  under 
chargeof  LieutenantChaplin.  Master  IShic,  .Midsliiiuiian  Snelj,  Kiigineer 
Trilley,  sixty  men,  all  armed,  under  comuiaud  of  Cajitains  Palmer  and 
Woiidliury,  U.  S.  Army.  Boats  lau(U'<l  aiul  men  scouted  about  the 
secession  forces.  At  S  the  i)ar(y  returned,  having  captured  two  horses 
witli  their  equipments.  Reported  driving  in  the  enemy  with  a  fire  of 
Huisketry.  discovered  a  canij*  and  supposed  the  forces  were  ruM)  men. 
Fireil  foity  eight  shell,  grape  and  sliot.  A  man,  Kelly  .lackson,  came 
to  oui'  boat  and  gave  himself  up.     At  10  stood  up  the  I'otoniac. 

June  :.'i). — OtV  Aijuia  Creek.     At  it  j).  m.  Lieutenant  Chaplin  left  the 

ship  in  command  ot   lirst  and   third  cuiters,  consisting  of men, 

armed  aitd  e<|uip]icd,  to  be  towed  by  the  tug  Relinnve  to  the  Freeborn^ 
near  Mathias  Point,  there  to  report  to  Cominander  Ward,  in  obedience 
to  an  Older  received  from  that  oHlcer  an  hour  before,  Tlie  boats,  iu 
addition  to  the  usual  complete  eiiuijiment  have,  by  order  of  Commander 
Ward,  a  bale  of  waste,  \  gallons  tar,  1  gallon  s]>irits  tur]H'ntine,  axes, 
hati-hets.  and  coal  bags. 

June  UT. — At  !>  j),  m.  the  Thmnas  Freeborn  came  uji  river  and  hailed 
this  ship,  saying,  "Captain  \\'ard  was  killed  and.several  men  wouuded 
ill  the  exjiedition  at  Mathias  Point.''  The  li'rUtnire  crame  uj)  with  the 
Freeborn.  Sent  a  boat  and  brought  the  wtmnded  on  board.  In  retir- 
ing fi'om  the  point  the  boats  left  behind  them  2tK>coal  hags,  I  spyglass, 
several  shovels,  and  one  Sharps  ritle, 

June  Ji's. — At  2:30  a.  in.  got  underway  and  stood  up  river.  At !):  .30 
hauled  alongside  the  navy  yard  (Washington)  wharf.  At  11  sent  the 
renuiius  of  Captain  W'ard  on  shore  with  an  escort  of  about  f<»rty  of 
•our  men. 

Jxily  3. — At  4:20  p.  m.  went  to  quarters  passing  Mathias  Point;  fired 
;shell  on  the  point. 

July  li. — At  11 :  30  a.  m.  got  underway  in  company  with  the  Yankee  and 
stood  down  the  river.  At  4 : 1,")  went  toqnarters  passing  Mathias  Point. 
VajiAre  fired  tw(»  shell  at  rebels  on  the  point.  At  10: 10  ]».  m.  came  to 
anchor  ofl'  Piney  Point. 

Jviy  1;'). — Off  Point  Lookout.  From  niert<lian  to  4  jt.  in. :  Sent  launch, 
Jrst  Hud  .second  cutters  on  an  expedition.    At  (i:3Up.  m.  the  Yankee 
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ami  ResohiU;  witL  imr  bouts  in  tow,  retarded  from  their  expedition  a] 

tlie  Yeoi-otiiico  Kiver. 

July  1(1. — Got  underway  at  «:.'«»  a.  in. ;  went  as  far  aa  the  Rappahai 
nock.     AtG  p.  ru.  (^anm  to  anclior  oft'  ("oaii  Kiver. 

■hih/  21. — CoiiimandiM-  Rowan  (•oiiirniiiiictiittd  witli  (rciieral  Kunyoii,  in" 
roiimiand  of  Alrxiiitdiia.  From  4  toHp.  Tti.;  Liriiti'tiaiit  McOrca  and 
Keveiiti'eii  men  went  on  shore  t<)  man  a  liowifzcr  in  tlie  naval  battery  at 
Fort  Ellsworth. 

Aiifiunt  JM.— From  4  to  (i  p.  m. :  Sent  a  jrnard  of  twelve  nitirinen,  in 
chiirfje  ol'  Lieuteiiiint  Hlue,  on  steamer  Mount  Verwin,  to  seize  a  man  at 
I'ort  Tobacco. 

Aiif/uht  If: — At  11 :  40  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Wade's  Bay.  I>on^^ 
moridiiiu  to  4  p.  iii.:  Several  giuiK  were  iired  from  one  of  the  hill  bal^H 
teries  at  Aqnia  Creek.  ^™ 

Antfttst  21. — From  8  to  meridian:  8eiit  Mr.  JlcCann  (prisoner)  to  the 
Columbia,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  F.  A.  I'arker.  From  (>  to  8  j>.  m.; 
Q'he  marines  sent  on  the  exi)cditiou  to  Port  Tobacco  returned  on  board 
from  steamer  Baltimore. 

October  16. — Steaming  down  the  I'otomacwith  tngs  alongside.  At  5 
went  to  (iimrters  to  pass  the  batteries  at  Qnantico.  At  5  the  enemy 
commen(e«l  tiring  and  continued  for  twenty-tive  miuntes.  We  were 
Btrnck  by  h  iiUpounder  shot  abreast  mi/.zenuiast,  tlie  shot  jiassing 
through  dingey  ami  lodging  iu  ship's  side.  The  enemy  tired  twenty 
shots,  three  shots  in  sliip's  side  above  water  line,  one  tlirongli  (he  net- 
ting, others  through  the  rigging,  carrying  away  the  forward  vang.  the 
ridgerope,  starboard  alter  guy,  rudder  to  third  cutter.  Shi])  did  not 
return  the  fire.  Camctoanclior  above  Maryland  I'oiut.  Mount  Vernon 
came  alongside,  when  we  reeuibarked  troops. 


AbatTMt  log  of  th«  IF.  B.  B,  Pocahontas,  April  25  to  October  15,  1861,  Commander  John  P, 

Gillia,  Commanding. 

April  25,  1861. — In  the  Potomac  River.  Passe<l  near  the  White 
House,  below  Mount  Vernon,  to  ascertain  if  any  batteries  were  there. 
At  11  discovered  two  laige  schooners  at  Aquia  Creek  landing.  Stoo<i 
down  forthcni;  everything  looking  quiet,  hauled  oft'  an«l  stf>od  down 
the  river.  From  M  to  midnight:  INiint  Lookout  bore  F,  N.  E.  'j  K.,  dis- 
tant about  1  mile.     Saw  a  lire  bearing  S.  by  W. 

Maif  2. — From  8  to  midnight:  IHscovered  a  steamer  standing  up  the 
[Chesapeake]  Bay.  At  8:4.">  got  u])  steam  and  gave  chii.se;  fired  a 
rocket  and  howitzer,  but  failed  to  heave  her  to. 

Mui/  12. — At  noon  spoke  the  sch(nmer  Halhi  /'VrtHce*.  of  Accomae,  Va. 
From  12  to  4  ]).  m.:  Sent  a  boat  on  board  the  schooner  Saltfi  Frances; 
found  she  had  neither  pass  nor  Hag  on  board;  sent  a  prize  erew  in  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Ilowison  on  board. 

May  l.'i. — Mouth  of  the  lJap]»ahannock  Kiver.  The  Mount  Vernon 
came  alongside  and  reported  that  she  had  spoken  a  schooner  from  up 
the  river,  which  reported  a  fortification  about  35  miles  up  the  river.  At 
9:30  p.  m.  discovereil  a  sleamer  jiassing  ddwn  the  bay.  T\\6  Mount 
Vernon  gdt  underway  and  gave  chase,  and  at  10:  lid  returned  without 
being  able  to  speak  her. 

May  21. — At  10  a.  m.  stood  in  Aquia  Creek,  beat  ttt  quarters;  discov- 
ered a  battery  on  shore  and  the  steamer  Gevrtje  Page  at  anchor  oft"  the 
wharf. 

May  2(1. — Cajitain  Dove  came  on  board  and  relieved  Captain  Gillisol 
the  command  of  this  ship. 
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June  17. — At  midnight  (l(>thj  seut  a  party  of  twenty  two  men  ashore 
with  the  howitzer,  iu  charge  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson  and  Lieutenant 
Howison.  From  8  to  meridian :  Lieutenant  Nicholson  with  seven  of  the 
men  returned,  leaving  the  rest  still  ashore, 

June  29. — At  9  p.  m.  seut  a  party  of  men  in  the  launch  to  go  down 
the  river  to  watch  some  lights,  supiwsed  Ut  be  signals  made  to  the 
enemy.    At  11  launch  returned. 

June  30. — At  D  p.  in.  armed  and  manned  the  lannch  and  sent  her  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Howison  on  a  scouting  expedition  down  the  river. 

July  1. — From  meridian  to  4  p.m.:  Hrought  on  board  oillcers  and 
men,  howitzers  and  ammunition  from  camp  at  Cloud's  Mill. 

July  5. — At  0  a.  m.  the  captain  went  under  Hag  of  truce  to  the  Vir- 
guiia  shore.  At  9:40  p.  ni.  the  Freeborn  passed  down  and  stood  over 
to  the  Virginia  shore.  Shortly  afterwards  heai'd  reports  of  firing  and 
explosion  of  two  shells. 

July  7. — At  3: 45  a.  m.  U.  S.  S.  Freeborn  stood  down  the  river.  Sev- 
eral shots  fired  f>n  Virginia  shore  during  the  watch.  At  4:45  got 
underway  and  shifted  the  (lort  aftergun  to  the  starboard  gangway.  At 
5:45  heat  to  ((uarters  for  action,  turned  he.a<l  down  the  river,  and  stood 
toward  the  Virginia  shore.  When  within  range  fired  seven  shell  and 
si.x  round  shot  at  the  steamer  Gt-orge  Page,  the  smokestack  of  which 
was  just  visible  across  the  laud.  Two  batteries  replie<i,  their  shot  fall- 
ing from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  short.    At  t! :  45  stood  of!"  and  anchored. 

July  11. — At  !t  p.  m.  got  the  hiutich  out  and  sent  an  armed  crew  along 
with  the  boat  howitzer,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Ferguson,  in  tow  of  James 
Guy. 

July  17. — At  1: 15  a.  ni.  sent  the  launch  armed  with  Sharps  rifles  on 
a  cruise.  At  1 :  10  p.  ni.  iliscovered  a  boat  ahead,  cro.^ising  from  Virginia 
side.  At  1 :  10  anchored  on  the  Maryland  side  off  Watson's  farm  and 
sent  an  armed  boat  ashore.  At  .5  our  boat  returned,  having  burned  the 
boat  that  ran  the  blockade. 

July  Jfi. — At  2: 30  a.  ni.  sent  the  launch  on  a  crnise.  From  8  to 
meridian:  The  launch,  with  howitzer  and  Sharps  rifles,  in  charge  of 
first  lieutenant,  went  on  a  cruise. 

July  21. — Sent  the  launch  with  crew  of  8  men,  armed  with  Sharps 
rifles,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Ferguson,  on  a  cruise.  From  meridian  to  4  p.m. : 
During  the  first  hour  heard  heavy  cannonading  in  the  direction  of 
Manassas  Junction. 

July  29. — 8  U)  meridian :  There  was  an  exchange  of  shots  between  the 
Potomac  Creek  battery,  on  the  Virginia  shore,  and  the  Yankee  and 
Reliance. 

AuguH  6. — The  commander  landed  on  the  Virginia  shore  with  a  flag 
of  truce. 

August  S. — 8  to  meridian :  Sent  the  launch,  armed  with  rifles,  in  toward 
Potomac  Creek  on  a  cruise. 

August  11. — 1  to  8  p.  m.:  Ice  Boat  fired  on  a  boat  under  the  Virginia 
shore  filled  with  men  bearing  the  secession  flag;  did  no  execution. 

August  IJ. — Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  The  h'clianvf  went  down  and  then 
returned  and  fired  at  something  on  the  Virginia  shore. 

August  15. — Meri<liati  t^i  4  p.  ni.:  The  Kesulutr  came  up  with  flag  at 
half-mast.  Upon  boarding  her  learned  she  had  been  tired  into  from 
Matbias  Point  and  Inul  liollicersand  1  man  killed  and  1  man  wounded. 
Freeborn  got  underway  and  went  down.  8  to  midnight:  Freeborn 
returne<l  from  the  bombardment  of  (irimes's  house  and  boat, 

A  ugust  16. — At  5: 15  a.  ni.  a  new  battery  ojieiied  fire  upon  ns.  One 
shot  fell  short  and  three  passed  over  us,  between  main  and  I'orerigging. 
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8  to  meridian:  Whole  Hect  muierway  until  Hii;rsliip  signalized  us  to 
anchor.    Meridian  to  4  ]t.  ni.:  Firing  from  tlie  njiper  battery. 

Augimt  17. — The /iVxo/u/e  came  down  and  threw  two  shells  into  the 
Virginia  shore.    8  to  nieridiiiu:  Several  shots  from  a  heavy  gun  wer 
fired  from  the  Virginia  shore  during  the  watch.     Meridian  to  4  p.  ra, 
Five  heavy  guns  were  fired  from  ui>  the  creek. 

August  Zi, — 1  to  S  p.  m.:  The   Ive  Boal,  Jacob  Bell,  and   Re»ol 
exchanged  several  shots  with  the  batteries  (ju  shore. 

August  26. — Meridian  to  4  p.  ni.:  The  Hull,  in  cliarge  of  Brown,  ai 
Perry,  in  charge  of  Collee,  were  sent  to  tow  a  wreck  from  the  Virginia 
side  of  canal  [chanuelj,   but  being   lired  upon  by  tiie  battery  were 
recalled. 

ISeplember  7. — Re»oluie  threw  three  shells  into  West's  farm  (on  Vi 
ginia  side)  and  then  went  up  river. 

September  10. — Lieutenant  Commautling  Wyman  assumed  comman 

October  9. — Commander  PorcivaJ  Drayton  formally  took  conuiiand 
the  ship. 

October  10. — Received  on  board  one  rilled  gun. 

0vt4}ber  15. — Fired  three l-pouud  rilled  shot,  two  .'?2-ponnd  shot, om 
32-pound  shell,  and  one  shell  from  the  pivot  at  the  batteries  at  Evans- 
port.  About  11  a.  m.  heard  heavy  liring  astern;  turned  and  stood  up- 
stream. At  llrTjO  spoke  the  iSemhtoh:  She  lejiorted  having  receivetl 
several  shot  from  the  battery  at  Evanspiut.  We  turned  around  and 
resumed  our  course  down  the  river  in  coni))any  with  her.  At  2:'M) 
]).  m.  went  to  quarters,  lired  one  10-inch  shell  and  one  Ti-pound  ritled 
shot  into  Mathias  I'oiut. 


Abitrkct  log  of  17.  8.  8.  Satellite  from  September  12  to  Seoamber  7,  1861,  Acting  Hait«r 
Joseph  Bpumey,  commanding. 
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September  13, 1861. — Ship  put  in  eomniission  [Brooklyn  navy  yard].] 

September  13. — At  11 :00  a.  ni.  cast  oft'  buoy  and  sailed. 

September  17. — At  7:20  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  otf  Indian  Head. 

October  IS. — Got  uuderway  and  tired  three  shells  into  Shipping  Point. 

October  19, — From  8  to  12  m.  fired  one  round  8-iuch  shell  into  Vir- 
ginia. 

Xorember  2. — At  3: 20  ]>.  m.  Union-  made  sigiuil  to  get  underway  and 
come  within  hail;  was  ordered  to  take  in  tow  a  schooner  that  was 
dragged  into  A()uia  Creek.  While  givingher  aline  was  fired  into  three 
times  from  the  shore,  all  of  whicli  fell  short. 

Norvmber  12. — At  1  p.  ni  got  uuderway  and  proceeded  to  Maryland 
Point,  a  rebel  battery  having  opened  on  the  Freeborn;  discovered  iton_j 
the  Virginia  side,  near  Boyd's  llole.  ^fl 

November  1:>. — At  10  a.  m,  sent  two  officers  and  five  men  down  river 
on  scouting  expedition. 

November  16. — At  2:30  p.  ni.   l>oat  returned  from  down  river  with™ 
two  scows  and  three  skitt's  as  prizes.  ^| 

November  18. — At  0  a.  m.  proceeded  eluwn  the  river.     In  passing  the 
place  below  Boyd's  II<de,  wliere  a  tew  days  ago  they  had  a  rille  battery, 
we  threw  two  8-inch  shells  from  after  and  one  from  the  ritle  gun  forwar4^| 
uo  reply  from  shore,  battery  liaviiig  been  removed.  ^H 

Jhcember  7. — At  11  |>.  m.  pniccfdcd  up  the  river;  in  passing  Shipping 
Point  the  batteries  opened  on  us,  and  four  shells  passed  over  us,  about 
15  feet  above  the  deck,  between  the  pilot  house  and  after  part  of 
paddle  box. 
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Ab«tn«t  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  TTnion,  frinn  Angait  23  to  Deoembar  10,  1861. 

Augmt  23,  18G1. — Potomac  Creek.  At  1  ]>.  m.  observMi  two  men 
making  KitTiial  t/)  us  Iroin  the  beach.  Sent  tbc  cutter  off,  Tlioj-  proved 
to  be  two  ollieens,  who  had  been  captured  at  -Maimssas  and  escaped. 
Keeeived  a  lauuih  and  howitzer,  with  six  ea-ses  of  fixed  aniuiuDitioii. 

.1  Ufiunt  23. — At  4 :  30  p.  tii.  tJie  gunboat  \Jcu-oh \  Bell  and  tugs  Reliance 
and  lienolutc  came  down  for  the  purpose  of  driving  away  new  eucamp- 
iiieiit  of  the  rebels  south  of  Potouuie  Creek  on  the  higliland.  The  Ice 
Boat  aecoinpaiiied  them  over.  Alter  some  very  iiiettectual  wiUl  tiriiig 
the  iirst  three  returned  on  signal  from  this  vessel.  Tlie  Jtv  Boat 
engaged  at  long  range,  with  her  rille  gun  and  IXinch,  the  Potomac 
Oreok  battery,  which  lired  briskly  at  her  but  without  effect;  noboily 
hurt. 

Autjusi  i'S, — At  12:1.">  p.  in.  the  launch,  in  charge  of  Midshipman 
Stewart,  was  dispatched  to  destroy  all  boats  found  on  the  .Maryland 
shore  in  this  vicinity.  Frrun  (i  to  8  ji.  ni.:  Launch  returned,  having 
destroj-ed  three  small  boats  and  one  scow  belonging  to  (ieorge  Carpen- 
ter, and  three  small  boats  and  one  scow  below  him. 

Auijnst  :;0. — At  !*  a.  in.  s(;nt  launch  to  destroy  small  boats.  At  11 :  30 
launch  returned  with  two  small  boats;  destroyed  them  alongside  the 
shij);  having  destroyed  one  large  tishing  boat,  one  scow,  aud  five 
small  boats,  valued  in  all  at  about  $;550,  belonging,  it  is  said,  to  Jauies 
I'\'rgUBon,  of  ISaltimore. 

Avf/uMSl. — Tlie  enemy  fired  a  gun  fioiri  a  battery  at  the  mouth  of 
A  quia  Creek. 

Scplrmher  .7. — Lieutenant  P.  G.  Watnumgh  took  command  of  this 
ship. 

Srptembcr  PJ. — At  9.  p.  m.  sent  out  the  cutter  to  observe  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  at  Af|uia  Cieek. 

iSiptciiihtr  20. — Hoats  returned  from  exiteditiou  to  Virginia  shore. 

Scpti-viber  21. — I"'roui  (i  to  iS  p.  m,:  Bteaniei'  Inlfitid  Btlle  passed  down 
the  river,  throwing  a  few  shell  in  the  <lirectioii  of  Acpiia  Creek. 

ScjHcmhrr  ui>. — Lieutenant  A  1>.  Ilarrell  was  placed  in  command  of 
this  vessel. 

October  10. — From  4  to  (i  p.  m. ;  Prepai'ed  launch  for  immediate 
action.  At  8  mir  launch  and  the  Ix'clcaac^n  shoved  oil'.  At  f)  an  exjiedi- 
tioii  for  the  [lurpusc  of  destroying  a  schooner  called  the  Mm-tfin  Wa«h- 
inijton,  lying  up  I>unifiics  [Quaiitieo]  Creek,  lett  this  anchorage.  It 
cousistetl  of  two  lauiiclics.  with  howitzers,  each  of  17  men;  one  in 
charge  of  Midshiiimau  Stewart,  a^'companied  by  Master  E.  L.  Haines 
and  Assistant  lOngiueer  McCutcheon;  aud  the  other  of  Acting  Masters 
Palmer  and  I'oster;  and  the  gig  and  four  men  and  pilot,  containing 
LieuJenant  ("onimanding  Ilarrell,  iu  command  of  the  ex])edition. 
These  boats  were  towed  off  the  mouth  of  the  creek  by  the  steamers  Rea- 
ewtand  Kcsolulc. 

October  71. — At  2 :  .30  a.  m.  the  boats  pulled  into  the  creek  and  reached 
the  schooner,  which  was  etieetnally  fned.  In  coming  out  the  enemy 
fired  several  volleys  of  musketry,  which  were  repli<'(l  to,  but  fortu- 
nately nobody  hurt.  The  steamers  then  lired  several  shell  wheie  the 
firing  was  seen.  At  .'i  got  underway  for  our  station.  Observed  two 
rockets  ascend  and  burst  nji  the  river,  sui>posed  from  the  expedition. 
Soon  after  saw  the  flash  of  powder,  and  soon  heard  the  report  of  can- 
non at  intervals  of  five  minutes.  Directly  after  saw  tlames  ascend  from 
what  proved  to  be  a  vessel  tired  by  the  ex])editioii.  At  4: 15  a.  m.  the 
expedition  returned,  having  burned  the  schooner  iu  Dumfries  Creek 
TFJtbout  losing  a  single  man. 


October  15. — At  l(t  a.  m.  beard  firing  from  a  steamer  coming  down; 
she  proved  to  be  tlio  Pocahontan.     At  10:45  heard  heavy  firing  iu  the 
neighbt»rhood  of  Dumfries  [tjuautico]  Creek;  it  i>roved  to  be  from  oa 
Rliore  and  the  steamer  Seviinolc,     From  12  to  4:  Orders  given  to  stodH 
all  vessels  bound  uj).  ^| 

October  10. — At  5 :  30  a.  m.  the  batteries  on  Quantico  Creek  opened 
tire  on  the  steamer  Paunee  as  she  was  coming  down.    As  she  passed  us 
slie  reported  "no  damage  dune;  struck  only  six  times."    At  9  p.  m.  the 
battery  on  Dumfries  [Quantico]  Creek  opened  tire  on  the  steamer  lieso^^ 
lute  and  fired  nine  .shots.  ^M 

October  17. — From  12  to  4  a.  m.:  Flashes  as  if  from  guns  were  oeci^H 
sionally  seen  in  the  direction  of  Quantico  Creek,  but  heard  no  reports. 
From  4  to  S  a.  m. :  Transport  steamer  William  WliihUii  ari-i\-ed  from 
upper  Potomac  with  mail  for  Commodore  Craven;  reports  a  heavy  bat- 
tery and  large  caliber  guns  mounted  upon  the  Virginia  side.  Several 
schooners  passed  down  and  were  fired  on,  but  were  not  injured,  though 
near.  At  10:30  two  scboouers  arrived  from  up  river;  were  tired  ou 
from  batteries  at  Dumfries  [Quantico]  Creek,  none  of  the  shots  injiu'- 
ing  the  vessels.  From  3:15  p.  m.  to  midnight:  Shots  were  frequently 
tired  from  the  batteries  at  Quantico  Creek  at  vessels  going  up  and  coming 
down  the  river. 

October  IS. — At  5  p,  m.  discovered  a  battery  in  process  of  erection  on 
the  Virginia  shore;  sent  the  Resolute  and  Satellite  to  reconuoitcr. 

October  19. — At  2  a.  m.  the  steamer  Murray  arrived  from  above  and 
was  fired  ou  by  the  batteries  at  Dumfries  [Quantico]  Creek.  From 
8  a.  m.  to  12  m. ;  Dispatched  boats  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  any 
movements  up  the  river.  At  1 ;  30  p.  m.  steamer  Satellite  ran  in  under 
the  Virginia  shore  to  reconnoiter;  threw  two  shot  by  tiring  ashore  and 
was  recalled.  At  3  p.  m.  discovered  a  schooner  otl'  Dumfries,  a  jirize 
to  the  enemy.  Steamer  Satellite  dispatched  to  watch  Aquia  Creek 
movements. 

October  20. — At  0  a.  m.  dispatched  the  cutter,  well  armed,  to  notify 
every  sailing  vessel  to  get  underway  and  go  down  the  river  below 
Mathias  Point.  From  8  to  12  meridian:  A  few  sliots  were  fired  by  the 
batteries  at  Quantico  Point  at  vessels  passing  down,  none  taking  elTect. 

October  2S. — At  2  p.  m.  Eelea^ie  went  up  to  exchange  shot  with  ba42jJ 
teries;  discovered  one  gun  below  any  betbre  opened.  ^1 

Norember  1. — At  3  p.  ra.  three  small  sailing  vessels  came  down  from 
upper  Potomac  and  were  saluted  by  the  batteries  by  three  shot,  l»ut 
passed  unscathed.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Two  schooners  in  passing  down 
were  fired  upon  by  the  batteries  at  Quantico. 

Noreinber  11. — At  10  a.  nu  steamer  Freeborn  arrived  from  Maryland 
Point;  reported  a  battery  at  Bttyd's  Hole,  which  opened  fire  upon  her 
wliile  passing,  the  missiles  passing  over  and  beyond  some  150  yards, 
sustaining  no  damage.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Steamer  Satellite  passed 
dowu  the  river  to  reconnoiter  near  Boyd's  Hole.  At  12: 30  p.  m.  heavy 
firing  at  Quantico  Creek  apoa  sailing  vessels  passing. 

Norvmber  12. — From  8  to  12  midnight:  Steamers  Freeborn  and  Release 
li'lt  for  reconuoissance.  ^M 

Norember  13. — At  2  p.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  PotoH 
mac  Creek  and  saw  several  shots  strike  the  water  about  the  middle  of 
the  river.     At  2 :  50  j).  m.  steamer  Satellite  arrived  from  Maryland  Point; 
reitorts  troops  crossing  Potomac  Creek  iu  large  uumbers  iu  launches 
toward  Aquia  Creek. 
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Korcmher  15. — At  3 :  55  p.  m.  heavy  ftriug  by  the  batteries  on  the 
Virginia  shore.  Between  4  aud  5  p,  lu.  the  batteries  at  (inantieo  kept 
up  a  heavy  firing  ut  a  schoouer  coming  dowTi;  she  reported  one  shot 
through  her  jib. 

Xovt'tnha-  17. — At  3:30  p.  ui.  firing  at  oyster  vessels  from  the  bat- 
teries at  Quantico. 

Xorcmbtr  I'.i. — Two  of  the  flotilla  report  that,  "while  passing  the  bat- 
teries heavy  shot  were  firi-d,  whifli  came  uoar,  doing  no  damage.'' 

November  20. — Commciu-ed  liring  from  reln'l  batteries  at  Quantico 
Creek  at  10:.30  a.  m.,  at  iiitervalH  of  five  niiiiutes. 

November  3~\ — At  3 :  .'10  ]».  ni.  a  schooner  went  n|)  river ;  was  fired  upon 
by  thirty- two  shots  from  the  rebel  batteries  at  Quantico  Creek  without 
damage. 

Xorember  26. — At  7  p.  m.  the  gig,  manned  by  an  armed  crew,  went 
over  to  the  Virginia  shore  to  reconnoiter. 

Noreinber  2S. — The  scouting  boat  returned  at  10 :  30  p.  m.  and  reported 
having  been  chased  by  the  J'atje,  which  was  lying  out  in  the  river. 

Xovemher  2'.). — From  8  to  lli  meridian:  Five  shots  lired  from  the  bat- 
teries at  Quantico  Creek  over  to  the  Maryland  shore. 

December  1. — At  ll!:15  a.  m.  the  gig  came  alongside  from  roconnolter- 
ing.  At  (J  a.  m.  saw  thirty  shots  fired  at  a  schooner  by  the  batteries 
at  Quantico.  Steamer  C<cur  tie  Lion  in  waiting  to  give  assistance  if 
necessary. 

J>eeembfr  .1. — At  10:30  a.  in.  batteries  fired  thirty  shots  at  a  passing 
schooner,  none  taking  efi'eet. 

December  JO. — Went  out  of  commission,  navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  8.  Valley  City,  September  13  to  October  22,  1861,  Lientanant  J.  C. 
Chaplin,  V.  8.  Kavy,  commanding. 

September  13,  1861. — At  10  a.  m.  ship  put  in  commission,  navy  yard, 
New  York. 

September  li. — At  6: 30  a.  m.  ship  got  underway  and  stood  down  the 
bay. 

September  17. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Standing  up  the  Potomac,  At  9 
went  to  quarters  and  fired  two  shots  into  Mathias  Point. 

September  2.'>. — At  9  a,  m.  U.  8.  8.  Jocob  Hell  stood  into  Occoquan 
Creek  and  o]»ened  fire  upon  Freestone  Point  with  shell.  At  9:30  Sem- 
inole also  comiaienced  liring,  when  the  tire  was  returned  from  a  con- 
cealed battery  with  rifled  cannon.  The  rebels  commenced  felling  the 
trees  and  exposed  the  battery  to  our  view.  As  our  guns  could  not 
reach  Ihem,  wc  up  anchor  and  got  out  of  range  and  stood  up  to  Indian 
Head  in  tow  of  the  >Scmi»ole. 

October  15. — At  anchor  off  the  Ra])])ahannock  River, 

October  21. — At  12: 10  p.  m.  tlisc<»vered  a  .st^'amer  standing  down  the 
Rappahannock  River  toward  us;  hove  uj)  anchor  aud  stood  out  of  the 
bay  with  the  ship  ready  for  action.  Finding  she  came  no  further  we 
stood  down  for  her.  She  Ihen  turned  and  ran  up  the  river  with  us  in 
pursuit.  From  4  to  G  p.  ni.;  Standing  up  the  river  under  sail  and 
steam  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy's  steamer;  finding  we  could  not  overhaul 
her  we  tired  om^  sliot  nt  lier  and  started  down  the  river.  From  6  to  8 
p.  m.:  Discovered  two  schooners  inshore;  sent  a  boat  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Brooks  to  take  Ihem.  Tlie  schooners  got  underway  an«l  stood  up  the 
creek,  ran  ashore  aud  [crew]  deserted,  taking  with  them  all  valuables. 


J 


Mr.  Brooks  chased  and  captured   the  boats   and   proceeded  to   tl 
schooners,  taking  all  that  was  valuable,  and  not  having  means  to  fii 
[tliem]  left  [themj.    Came  to  anchor  40  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  ^m 

October  33. — Crew  nnder  ai-ms.     Number  of  lights  on  both  shorefl^f 
Sent  a  boat  to  barn  the  schooner,  but  tlie  weather  being  too  hazy  was 
unable  to  fire  her.     Stood  down  the  river  and  at  9  a.  m.  came  to  anchor 
at  its  mouth. 


COISTFEDERATE    RKT»ORTS    AJ-JTJ    CORRESPONDENCE:. 


Report  of  Major  Williamson,  Virginia  army,  and  Lieutenant  Lewin,       _ 

ginia  nary,  regarding  reconnaissance  in  Aquia  Creek  teith  a  vivw  to 

fortifying  it. 

Feedericksbubg,  Va.,  April  34, 1861. 

[Sir: I  By  your  orders  I  proceeded  to  Aquia  Creek  and  examin 
the  place  with  the  view  of  fortifying  it  for  the  purposes  indicated  by 
your  verbal  directions  of  this  date,  viz,  to  secure  the  railroad  iron,  the 
timber,  two  vessels,  and  a  small  steamer  at  that  point  from  the  enemy. 
I  was  joined  in  the  evening  by  Lieutenant  IjCwis,  of  the  Virginia  navy, 
at  your  retiuest,  and  we  reviewed  the  grcmud  together.  After  examin- 
ing the  topograjiliy  of  the  ground  and  the  ehaiacter  and  [wsition  of 
the  channel,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  best  place  t«  put  a  battery 
is  on  the  Wplit  Rock  Blulf  [ \'a.),  as  tlie  channel  can  be  commanded  from 
that  point  by  guns  of  sutticient  caliber.  A  battery  on  Cream  Point 
|\'ii.]  would  iuvite  attack  and,  being  sejiarated  from  the  landing  by 
A(|uia  Creek,  would  bo  diflicult  to  bold.  W'v  do  not  tliink  the  place  worth 
I'ortifying,  and  wt)uld  respect  fully  recommend  that  a  small  force  of  ten  or 
twenty  men  be  kept  there  to  keejt  off  any  boats  that  might  attempt  to 
land  there,  and  be  employed  in  loading  cars,  which  should  bo  sent  to 
remove  the  iron  and  timber  to  Fredericksburg  at  once;  that  the  cap- 
tain of  the  vessels  be  allowed  to  sail  with  their  vessels  at  their  pleas- 
ure. While  the  enemy  holds  the  I'otomac  the  steamer  is  of  no  value 
to  us,  and  we  have  not  the  slightest  idea  tlnit  the  enemy  will  make  the 
attempt  to  ]»o.ssess  themselves  of  it.  The  men  kept  there  should  be 
leijuired  to  give  information  to  heatlquarters  of  any  att^^mpt  of  the 
enemy  to  land  there  in  force,  which  would  be  indicated  by  the  numlier 
of  vessels  in  theotting,  and  not  allowed  to  harass  the  inhabitants  by 
reporting  every  vessel  they  see  in  the  river. 
Very  respectfully  submitted  by 

Thomas  II.  Williamson, 
Major  of  EngitieerH,  Virginia  Army. 
H.  U.  Lewis, 

Lieutenant,  Virginia  Jfary. 

Brigadier-Genei-al  Ruggles. 

P.  S. — William  H.  Kerr,  briga<le  inspector,  concurs  in  this  report. 


M 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Cache,  commanding  Potomac  Department 
tranHmitting  copies  of  instructions  and  reports  regarding  operations  in 
that  river.  j 

HEADyUARTEBS   POTOMAC   DEPARTMENT,  ^ 

Ctitpeper  Court-House,  Va.,  May  3,  1861, 
Sir:  I  send  herewith  copies  of  instructions  to  Brigadior-Geui 
Ruggles,  commanding  on  my  left;  also  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Li 
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tenants  Maury  and  Smith,  0.  8.  Na\'y,  in  rcfrard  to  the  condition  of  the 
Nortliern  forces  in  Washington  and  on  the  Potomac",  in  t-oiinection  with 
oar  designs  upon  a  certain  point.  I  concur  iu  tlie  correctness,  in  the 
main,  of  their  (M.  and  S.)  views  of  tliat  condition  and  instruct  liri;j- 
adior  tJencral  linfigles  ivccordingly.  I  also  gave  Genera!  Kuggles  gen- 
eral outline  instructions,  as  asked  for  by  himself,  in  other  conuections. 
You  will  please  aid  us  both  in  organizing,  in  the  nianner  indicate*!, 
should  you  approve  our  views,  or  else  instruct  me  how  you  would  have 
their  views  and  designs  modified. 

tVery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 
I'HiLir  St.  Gko.  Cocke, 
Brigadier- Genera^  Oommanding, 
Mttjor-General  Lee, 
1    "™"""" 


[EDoloaare*.] 


nEADQX'ARTEB..S  PdTOMAC  DEPARTJrENT, 

Ctilpcper  Court-Hougr,  May  3,  1S61 — 7  a.  m. 

[SiRr]  After  consultation  with  Lieutenants  Maury  and  Smith,  of  the 
Navy,  Iflud  the  time  is  not  yet  when  we  should  unmask  onr  designs 
u]M)n  a  ccrtiiin  point,  or  when  we  ai'e  in  force  sufficient  to  enter  fully 
upon  that  enterprise,  in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy,  now  probably 
.'id, 001)  strong  at  Washington,  Annapolis,  and  the  Potomac  Kiver.  The 
heavy  guns  should  doubtless  be  held  ready  in  your  rear  and  in  mine 
until  we  shall  be  ready  on  both  lines  of  oiwrationa  to  converge,  unmask, 
and  force  on  that  enterprise  in  the  face  of  any  o<ldH  that  can  be  brought 
against  ua.  Strengthen  your  ])osition,  therefore,  with  men,  munitions, 
and  heavy  ordnance,  while  I  shall  tlo  the  same.  As  to  your  front,  cover 
it  with  the  "'eyes  and  ears  of  an  army" — cavalry — as  best  you  may. 
Observe  the  enemy;  gather  intelligence;  keep  at  your  outposts  lines  of 
vedettes  and  couriers;  gather,  therefore,  all  the  cavalry  you  can  in 
your  district  witlunit  infringing  on  mine;  streugthea  yourself  in  infan- 
try and  (ield  artillery;  drill,  organize,  eipiip,  discipline,  and  generally 
get  ready  to  converge  with  me  when  the  time  shall  come;  keep  yourself 
in  regular,  proinjit,  and  specily  communication  with  my  headquarters 
through  all  media — rail,  wire,  and  courier.  Rejiort  to  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General tlones  from  time  to  time  the  numbers,  description,  aj»d 
general  condition  of  all  forces  under  your  command  and  how  located 
or  distributed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

PiriLip  St.  Geo.  Cocke, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

General  Ruggles, 

Fredericksburg,  Va, 


CrTLfEPBR  Cot'ET-IIoi'SE,  April  29,  1861, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  wo  have  conferred  upon  the  subject 

of  placing  a  battery  at  the  point  indicated  iu  your  instructions,  and 

have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  reiwrt: 
Toiilace  this  battery  a  Isnge  supjiorting  force  will  be  necessary,  and 

as  the  Federal  Government  baa  now  in  Washington,  as  we  believe, 

20,000  or  L'5,0(H)  troops,  and  means  of  transporting  4,000  or  5,000  iu  a 


few  hours  to  any  point  on  the  Potomiic,  we  consider  a  movement  of  that 
kind  at  present  injudicious.  We  would  re8i>ectfally  suggest  tliat,  the 
tno  8  inch  guns,  ammuiiitioQ,  et*.,  now  in  Alexandria,  bo  removed  to 
this  or  eoiue  other  jwint  on  tlio  railroad,  where  they  would  be  in  a  aa,C<^ 
position. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  eervants, 

Wm.  L.  Mattby, 
Wm.  Taylor  Smith, 

Lieutenants,  G.  S.  Xavy, 
General  P.  St.  Geokge  Cooke, 

Comdg.  on  Line  of  PotovKu;  Culpeper  Court-Houne,  Va. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Garnett,  adjut-ant,-<)eneral  of  Virginia  forcr*,  to  Brig^ 
adier- General  Cocke,  in  regard  to  the  defenses  of  the  Potomav  River. 

Headquautees  ViKomiA  Forces,        ^H 
Richmond,  Va.,  May  2,  ISGl.         " 

General:  Your  communication  of  this  date,  enclosing  one  to  Gen- 
eral Itugglea  and  one  from  Lieutenants  Smith  and  Maury,  0.  8.  Xavy, 
has  been  received.  Captain  Lynch,  C.  S.  Navy,  has  been  sent  to  exam- 
ine the  defensible  jioints  of  the  Potomac,  and  when  anything,  based 
niion  his  report,  has  been  definitely  determined  upon,  you  will  be  dtdy 
informed  of  it.  Colonel  Terrett,  Virginia  volunteers,  will  bo  ordered 
to  report  to  you,  when  you  will  be  able  to  put  him  in  command  at  Ale 
audi'ia  in  the  [dace  of  Colonel  Taylor. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 


Brigadier-General  Cooke, 

Alexandria,  Va, 


&.  S.  Gaenett, 

Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Gamett,adjutnnt-general,eolunteer  forces  of  Virgini 
to  Brigadier-General  Ruggles,  commanding  Virginia  volunteers,  regar 
ing  cooperation  with  the  Naeg. 

Headquarters  VraorNiA  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va,,  May  0, 1861. 
Colonel:  Captain  Lynch,  of  the  Navy,  has  been  instructed  to  us 
the  four  guns  first  intended  for  Matliias  Point  to  protect  the  approaches 
to  Fredericksburg  from  the  Potomac.  You  are  instructed  so  to  disjiose 
of  the  force  under  your  command  as  to  aid,  totboext^ntof  your  power, 
in  this  puriwse.  Measures  must  be  taken  to  destroy  the  railroad 
approach  to  \<-harf,  et<'.,  if  our  troops  should  be  driven  by  force  from  its 
terniinuR,  in  such  an  efl'ectual  manner  that  they  can  not  be  opened  again 
by  the  enemy  without  great  delay. 
\  I  am,  sir,  etc., 

U. 


Colonel  D.  Ruooles, 

Virginia  Volunteers,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 


S.  Gaknett, 

AdjuUint- Genera  I 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  POTOMAC  AND  EAPPAHANNOCK. 

Extract  of  letter  from  Captain  Ingraham,   Virgiiim  navy,  to  Captain 
Lynch,  Virginia  navy,  regarding  erection  of  batteries  at  Mathiat  Point. 

I  am  ffiven  to  understand  that  the  intention  of  erecting  a  battery 
at  Matliias  Point  is  not  abandoned.  Altlioiigh,  aft«r  sounding  the 
channel  ofl"  that  point,  I  expressed  in  my  rejjort  the  opinion  that  a 
cross  fire  from  it  upon  a  steamer,  at  a  distaiiee  1\  miles,  for  the  space 
of  about  live  minntes,  would  be  a  waste  of  ammunition,  yet  I  am  reii«ly 
to  obey  any  order  upon  the  subject;  and  in  pursuance  of  the  information 
1  have  received,  respectfully  ask  what  {jmis  can  be  fnniisheil  for  that 
jtosition?  It  was  originally  desiKned  to  mount  twehe  8itu;li  guns 
there  and  a  like  number  at  tiie  White  Uouse  [Va.,  Potomac  River],  To 
the  latter  place  1  gave  the  preference. 


Instructional  from  Major-Oeneral  Lee  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Ruggles,  com- 
manding Virginia  voiiintverM,  regarding  mea«ure«  for  defenae  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Headquartebs  Vibginia  Poboes, 

Richmond,  \'(i..  May  S;  1S61. 

Geneeax:  1  am  instructed  by  Major-Oeneral  Lee  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  communicatioiia  from  Major  T.  H.  Williamson,  engineer 
Virginia  army,  Lieutenant  H.  IL  Lewis,  Virginia  navy,  and  W.  H. 
Kerr,  briga<le  inspector  Virginia  volunteers,  in  relation  to  fortifying 
Aquia  Creek.  The  general  commanding  desires  nie  to  say  that  the 
object  in  view  is  thedefense  of  the  avenues  of  approach  to  the  terminus 
of  the  railway,  ratlier  than  the  protection  of  the  few  vessels  at  Aquia 
Creek ;  that  the  instructions  given  by  him  with  reference  to  this  matter 
were  based  upon  the  report  of  Captain  Ljaicli,  Virginia  navy.  You 
will  therefore,  being  ou  the  spot  and  in  possession  of  the  facts  requisite 
to  a  proper  disposition  of  the  works  and  the  troo))s  under  your  com- 
mand, exercise  your  judgment,  in  connection  with  that  of  Captain 
Lynch,  with  reference  to  the  defense  of  the  avenues  of  approach  to  the 
terminus  of  the  railroa*!  and  the  general  jirotection  of  that  country. 

The  imi>ortanee  of  erecting  batteries  at  Mathias  Point  is  apparent; 
but  from  the  report  of  Captain  Lynch,  which  represents  the  necessity 
of  supporting  such  a  movement  by  a  larger  force  than  yon  had  at  your 
disposal,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  employ  the  guns  originally 
intended  for  that  point  in  the  defense  of  the  approaches  to  Fredericks- 
burg by  rail  or  river. 

Very  respe^jtfully, 

J.  M.  Brooke. 

Brigadier-General  Rucmjlbs, 

Commanding,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 


Report  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Ruggles,  commanding  Virginia  volunteerSy 
regarding  erection  of  battery  at  Aquia  Creek  Railroad  Landing. 

HeaixjUABTEBS,  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  8,  1861. 
8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  commaud- 
ing  general  that  1  located  a  battery  at  the  Aquia  Greek  Railroad 
Landing  this  morning  and  placed  it  under  the  charge  of  Mtyor  T.  H. 
WjiJjaxnson,  engiueer,  for  completion. 


In  tlie  absence  of  Captain  Lynch,  of  tlie  Navy,  for  whom  I  have  «li8- 
patc'ht'd  a  messenger,  I  have  diieeted  Captain  Thorhnin  to  put  tlie  ruiih 
ill  position  and  make  the  necessary  preparation  for  service.  It  ia  my 
exijectation  that  the  battery  will  be  in  a  measure  completed  within 
forty-eiyhthours.    Measures  will  be  talien  to  {jive  the  requisite  protect  ion. 

1  respectfully  recommend  that  a  battery  of  four  32-poundors  bo  estab- 
lished on  the  Ka]>palianiiock  Kiver  at  Bristolminea  [Brisco  Mines?]  or 
Tapiniiiaiiuock,  with  as  little  delay  as  is  practicable. 

1  transmit  a  memorandum  of  a  statement  made  yesterday  by  Messrs. 
John  T,  Washington  and  .lohn  H.  Htuart,  of  King  George  County,  Va. 
Measures  were  taken  immediately  by  dispatching  mounted  men  to 
intercept  and  recover  the  slaves  supposed  to  have  escaped,  but  thus 
far  without  satisfactory  results. 

Repeated  apidications  have  been  made  to  me  from  counties  bordering 
on  the  Kappaliannock  ou  b()t]i  sides,  alimg  the  Northern  Neck,  for 
instructions  })reliuiinary  to  enrollment  as  volunteers,  from  the  fact, 
doubtlessly,  that  they  were  within  my  original  jurisdiction.  1  am 
instructed  by  General  Cocke  to  embrace  my  original  limits  until  further 
orders. 

Very  resiMictfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Rior.LKs, 
Br igaditT- General  Volnnteem,  Vommandinij  Forcen. 

Colonel  R.  S.  Garnktt, 

Adjutant-General  Volunteer  Forceg,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Report  of  Commander  Kenneily,  C.  S.  Xavif,  of  a  reoonnoiggance  of  the 

I'ottimae  River. 

liicilMOXD,  Julif  S,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  returned  from  the  exploration  of  the  river  I'otomac  at 
Evansport.  The  activity  of  the  enemy's  cruisers  on  the  river,  the 
method  and  iniportanc(i  of  keeping  tlie  secret  from  the  enemy,  neces- 
sarily caused  much  delay.  I  lost  also  nuich  time  by  endeavoring  to 
measure  the  angles  for  the  delerminatioii  of  tlie  distance  across  the 
river  with  a  worthless  (piadi;in(  tliiit  wouhl  not  stay  in  adjustment,  and 
I  was  at  last  c<tm]iellcd  to  borrow  a  surveyor's  compass  in  order  to 
measure  the  angles.  I  found  the  nearest  measured  distance  from  shore 
to  shore  to  be  2,t>Vi  yards.  There  are  two  channels  and  a  middle  ground 
between  them,  with  3^  fathoms  of  water  on  it.  The  Virginia  edge  of 
this  middte  gnnind  lies  about  (i(H)  yards  from  the  shore.  From  this  edge 
the  water  gradually  shoals  to  3J  fathoms  ami  then  deepens  again  to  5 
latlu»nis  ou  the  Maryliind  edge  of  the  bank,  the  width  of  the  bank 
being  about  ;iiH)  yards.  The  main  ship  clianncl  runs  on  the  Virginia 
shore,  and  I  learned  from  a  tisheiiiian,  who  iirofessed  to  know  the  river 
well,  that  the  course  of  ships  of  heavy  draft  is  on  a  line  connecting 
Sandy  Point  with  rossiim  No.sc,  a  point  on  the  Virginia  sliore  aliont 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  above  Ship  [Shijjpingl  Point,  the  southerti 
imiut  Quantico  Creek.  lie  also  informed  me  that  a  kettle  bottom  shoal 
makes  out  aliont  (JIK)  yards  Irom  the  Maiyhind  shore  below  Undd's 
Ferry,  with  channels  between  the  knolls.  aii<l  that  another  shoal  makes 
out  from  the  IMaiyland  shore  about  U  miles  from  Stump  Point  [Neck], 
the  northern  i>oint  of  Chicomuxeu  Creek.     1  was  not  able  to  verify  thiJs 
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statement,  nor  to  measure  the  width  of  the  Virginia  channel.  I  went 
out  in  a  crazy  skiff  for  this  purjwse,  and  having  narrowly  escaped  cap- 
ture by  one  of  the  enemy's  tugs  I  did  not  attemjjt  it  again.  Ship  |  Ship- 
ping] Point  is  a  bluff  of  clay  formation  and  about  '25  feet  in  height. 
From  it  the  land  slopes  away  gradually  to  ilulberry  Point,  and  a  little 
distance  therefrom  dips  suddenly,  forming  a  depression;  thence  it  rises 
again  to  a  height  of  8  or  10  feet,  and  8lo]ies  away  to  the  edge  of  the 
marsh  in  rear  of  the  wharf.  Through  this  marsh  runs  a  very  small 
stream,  emptying  into  the  river  near  the  wharf.  Ship  (Shipping]  Point 
is  thickly  wooded  with  a  growth  of  cedar  trees,  extending  nearly  or 
quite  to  Mulberry  Point,  but  thinner  there.  How  far  the  middlegrouud 
extends  up  or  down  the  river  I  was  unable  to  ascertain.  I  was  informed 
that  vessels  of  12  feet  draft  could  not  pa.sa  over  the  shoal  that  makes 
out  from  Stump  Neck  with<K>t  dilliculty,  the  channel  being  very  narrow 
and  winding  among  the  knolls  comprising  the  shoal.  My  opinion  is 
that  9inch  guns  will  command  the  channel,  and  with  the  aid  of  one 
rifled  12  pounder  will  dose  the  river  in  the  day  time.  During  the  night 
tugs  and  vessels  of  light  draft  may  pass  by  hugging  the  Maryland 
shore.  I  was  assisted  in  the  work  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Prince  William 
County,  and  the  other  surveyors. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  n.  Kennedy, 

Commander,  0,  8.  Navy. 
Captain  S.  Baeron, 

Officer  of  Ordnance  and  Detail,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Best, 'WiUlam  J.    Mentioned 538,540 

Batta,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 499 

Bibb,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  steamer.    Mentioned 286,342 

Bienville,  U.  S.  transport. 

Livingston,  J.  W.,  appointed  to  command 648 

Mentioned 432,436,458,460,461 

Bier,  Oeorge  H.    Mentioned 362 

Bierwlrth,  Zieopold.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 186 

Blgler,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  8 213 

Mentioned 74 

Bird,  Daniel.    Mentioned 649 

Biaooe,'W.L.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Biahop, 'William  B.    Mentioned 44 

Blackwell, .    Mentioned 507 

Blair,  Montgomery.    Mentioned 223,246,247,365,378,619 

For  correspondence,  see  Po*t-Office  Department,  U.  S. 

Blake,  CharlesF.    Mentioned 385 

Blake,  ElUott  C.  V.    Mentioned 384 

Blake,  FranoiaB.    Mentioned 315 

Blake,  Oeorgs  8.    Mentioned 270, 

379, 315, 318, 320, 329, 334, 335, 337, 353, 362, 363, 395 
For  correspondence,  see  Naval  Academy,  U.  S.,  Sttperintendent  of. 
Blake,  John  B. 

Mentioned 564 

Statement  regarding  character  of  owner  of  sloop  Teaser 563 

Blatohfora,  R.  M.    Mentioned 318 

Blockade  of  Southern  porta. 
Communications  from 

Adams,  Henry  A 161,169,180 

Bragg,  Braxton 168 

Brown,  Harvey 160,161 

Fuller,  Charles  H 192 

Hills,  a  C 361 

Meade,  E.W 152 

Mobile,  Ala.,  British  consul  at 185 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 192,346,511,599 

NewYorlt.    Officers  of  insurance  companies  of 186,187 

Pendergrast,  Oarrett  J 343 

Phillips,? 164 

Poor,  Charles  H 190 

Porter,  David  D 185,192 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Adams,  Henry  A 163 

Craven,  T.  Augustus 159 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 155, 

158, 167, 349, 363, 364, 367-369, 445, 486, 488, 609, 570, 597 

Pendergrast,  Oarrett  J 358,359,363,369 

Rowan,  Stephen  C 510 

Ward,  James  H 6U 
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Proclamations  of  l*T»8idpiit.  l".  S 156,S40l 

Beportsof 

Aduna,  Henry  A 168 

LowTv,  fieigart  B M7 

McKean.WiUiam  W 176,196 

PendcrgrMt,  Garrett  J 3Sft 

Poor,  Charles  H 187  ' 

Porter,  David  D 198 

Wanl,Jame8  H 484.509 

$«e  also  Gulf  Bloekaiint  Sfmrndrom. 
Bhie,  Henry  M . 

Mentioned 49S.  506. 5SS.  MS,  78S-7CB 

Report  of  arrest  of  J.  H.  landenbergar 803 

Blant,  George  Vr.    Mentioned SM,  SS^  MS,  948,  S<8 

Bogert,  J. 'W. 

Mentioned 506,587.088 

Beportaot 

A. B. Leon,  Sloop.    Capttueof. G87 

Pot-^ontaa,  schoooer,  and  Mary  Grey,  sloop.     Captors  of 696 

Bood.  La  Forrest.    Coirespondeocv  with  Joseph  B.  Flanigan 613 

Booaall.  William  R.     Mentioned 710 

Booth,  Mrs.    Mentioned 704 

Boston,  Steaaer.    MeBtioned 3*1.386.440.442 

Bo'wers.  Oeoige.    Mentioned 581 

Boyne,  Britiahship.    Mentione<l 908  j 

Bradford,  ColoneL    Mentaoacd 314 

Bradford,  ^TIQiam.    Mentioaad 881 

Bradley,  John  B.    Mentioned 388 

Bradley,  John  F.    Mentiosed 641 

Brady.  Nicholas.    Mentionod: 5S5 

Btagg,  Braxton. 

Cuneeyopdenc*  with 

Adaos,  Hestrr  A 9M13.  llS,  U&.  U7. 168 

BMVB,Harrer US 

Oaapw,Samael 134,138  , 
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SksBonr.  Adaa  J ».8S^ 
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Biaine,  David  L. 
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Braxton,  Captikin.    Mentioned 543 

Breese,  Samnel  L.     Mentioned 89, 

91, 162, 196, 250,  320, 327, 3^,  349,  387, 419, 420, 441, 645 
For  correspondence,  see  -Vary  yard,  JVeto  York,  Commandant  «/. 

Bremen,  Minister  of.     Mentioned 445 

Brent,  Oeorge.     Mentioned 680 

Brewster,  VTilliamR.     Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Crayen 745 

Briccard,  Mr.     Mentioned 190 

Bridge,  Horatio.     Mentioned 171,328 

Bridgford,  D.  B.     Mentioned 271 

Bridgman,  'WilUam  R.     Mentioned 385 

Bright,  Mr.     Mentioned 348 

BrlUiante,  Mexican  schooner.     Mentioned 190 

Broadj,  B.  H.     Mentioned 114 

Brockeobrough,  John  M.     Mentioned 544 

Bromney,  Admiral.     See  Admiral  Uromney,  Bremen  hark. 

Brooke,  J.  M.    Correspondence  with  Daniel  Rnggles 774 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  barkentine  H.  E.  Spearing 187 

t'ondition  and  needs  of 96-98,100,101.118,119,153 

Craven,  Thomas  T.,  appointed  to  comman<f 757,760 

Deteotion  of  steamer  General  Miramou 194 

Mentiuned 37,71,73,74,76,77,79- 

82, 85, 89, 91,  93, 102, 105, 119, 125-128, 130,  140, 143,  147-119, 155, 156, 161, 
162,  167, 181-183, 190, 192, 196-198, 200, 201, 203,  207-210,  213, 222, 224,  302 

Movements  of 104,221 

Operationii,  etc. 

Attempt  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter,  8.  C 221 

Gulf  Blocka<Iing  S<inadron . 190 

Relief  of  Fort  Picltens 115,118 

Orders  for  movements 66,74,84,219,220 

Brooks,  John  A.  J.    Mentioned 770,771 

Brooks,  P.  W.     Correspondence  with  William  Conway 57 

Brooks.  Oeorge  J.     Correspondence  with  William  Couway 57 

Broome,  John  L.     Mentioned 201,239 

Brower,  Edwin  T.     Mentioned 385 

Brovm,  Colonel.     Mentioned 604 

Brown,  Mr.    Mentioned 767 

Brown,  Oeorge.     Mentioned 68,207,208,231 

Brown,  Oeorge  M.     Mentioned 385 

Brown,  George  W.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Brown,  Harvey. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 119-121, 133, 141,  X43-146, 148, 149, 151, 160, 161, 169 

Bragg,  Braxton 132 

McKean,  William  W 180.183 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 122,123,140,142 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 167 

Porter,  David  D 123,124,149 

Scott,  Winfleld 107 

Tower,  Zealous  B 183 

Hentionod 108,118-120, 

123, 125-133, 138, 144, 146, 150, 163, 160, 174, 175, 181. 182, 184, 196, 207, 208 

Report  of  measnres  for  protection  of  Key  West  and  Tortngtts,  Fla 146 
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Brown,  Isaac  N.     Mentioned 381 

Bro'wu,  Joseph  E.    CorreKpondence  with  War  Department,  C.  8 138 

Bro^rn,  James.     Mentioned 401 

Bro^^m,  John.     Mentioned 555 

Brown,  Ransom.     Montionwl 744,748,751 

Brown,  'William  8.     Mentioned 631 

Bruce.  David.     Mentioned 279 

Bruffey,  J.  E.     Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.Craven 578 

Brunette,  Sibooner. 

Release  of 578 

Seizure  of 577 

Buchanan,  U.  8.  light-house  tender.     Seiznreof 271 

Buchanan,  Franklin.     Mentioned 284, 287. 413. 418, 673 

For  correspondence,  see  .^ary  yard,  IFoBhington  D.  C,  Commandant  of. 

Buchanan,  James.     Mentioned 215,246,247 

Buckler,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  Garrett  J.  i'endergra«t 338 

Mentioned 393 

Buckner,  vrilliam  P.     Mentioned 392 

Budd,  Mr.     Mentioned 342 

Budd,  Mrs.     Mentioned .' 736 

Budd,  Thomas  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.S.  6.  Penguin 665 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.Craven 669,706,717 

Mentioned 667, 668,  684,  708_ 

Reports  of. 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S. 

Collision  of,  with  U.  8.  S.  Rescne 706 

Condition  of 717 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomao  River 671 

Suspicions  vessel.     Movements  of 674 

Budd,  'WUUam. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 611 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 503 

Ward,  .lames  H 519 

Mentioned 420,430,4(11.494,507, 

.509, 519, 526, 527, 549, 553, 557, 558,  566,  569,  576,  578, 602, 603, 609, 637, 648 
Reports  of. 

Matliias  Point,  Va.     Descent  on,  June  25, 1861 533 

Persimmon  Point,  Va.    Affair  near,  Angnst  15, 1861 609 

Resolute,  U.  S.  8.     Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomao  River 607,604,619.629 

Torpedo.     Discovery  of,  iu  Potomao  River 567,568 

Wicomico  and  I'ocomoke  rivers.     Reoonnoissance  in 586 

Buena  Vista,  Schooner. 

l^isposition  of  cargo 592 

Seizure  of 510,626.528,629 

Buissere,  Louis.     Mentioned S55 

Buist,  A.    t'orrespimdcuce  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 287 

Bull  Run,  Battle  of. 

Cooperation  of  U.  8.  Marine  Corps  in. 

Orders  and  instmctions.  Navy  Department,  U.  8 579 

Reports  of 

Marine  Corps,  U.  8.,  Commandant  of 579 

iieynolds,  John  George 680 
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Bull  Run,  Battle  of — Continned.  P»g». 

Escape  of  United  States  Holdiera  captured  it.     ReportM  of 

Craven,  ThomaBT 672,694,695 

Gillis,  John  P    694 

Bunn,  Samuel.    Mentioned 667,668 

Buxch,  Mr.     Mentioned 456 

Bargess,  Colonel.     Mentioned 713 

Bnrket,  J.  M.     Report  of  condititm  of  steamer  Ice  Boat 678 

Bums,  Michael  W.     Mentioned 446 

Burroughs,  James  H.  M.     Men  tinned &10 

Burroughs,  Thomas  F.     Mentioned (vIO 

Burro'ws,  Mr.     Mentioned    680 

Burro'virs,  Sloop.     Mentioned 205 

Butler,  Beqjamiii  F. 

Correspondence  with  Nary  Department,  U.  S 469 

Mentioned 250,  315,  319, 346, 352,  :«2,  395,  an,  398,  617 

Report  of  recaptnre  of  Smith's  Point  light-boat 468 

Butler,  Oeorge.     Mentioned 201 

Byrd,  Thomas  J,     Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Byrnes,  Ed'^ard  C.     Mentioned 469 

C.  C.  Alger,  Steamer.     Mentioned :.. 747 

Cabell,  H.  C.     Report  of  measures  for  defense  of  Gloucester  Point,  Va 406 

Caha^7ba,  Steamer.     Mentioned 458,460,461 

Cahoone,  Benjamin  J.     Mentioned 443 

Cain,  Robert.     Correspondence  with  .Toseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Caldwell,  Charles  H.  B,    Mt-ntiuued 374 

Cambridge,  Schooner.     Seizure  of 337,3:18,393 

Cambridge,  Steamer.     Mentioned 4(3,547,558.571 

Cameron,  Simon.     For  correspondence,  ace  War  T>rparttMnl,  I'.S. 

Campbell,  Alexander.     Mentioned 680 

Campbell,  John.     Mentinncil 107 

Campbell,  John  A.     Mfntioned 259 

Campbell,  Richard  Ii. 

Mentioned 18,26,28,46,51,59 

Statement  of  surrender  of  Pensacola  navy  yard 17 

Campbell, 'William.     Mentioned 680 

Cannon,  Captain.     Mentioned 378 

Cannon,  Michael.    Mentioned 581 

Carhart,  A.  B.     Capture  of 637 

Carland,  David  R.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

CarUale,  James  M.     Mentioned 19 

Carpenter,  Oeorge.    Mentioned 768 

Carpenter,  Oeorge  W.    Mentioned 521-623,631 

Carrie,  Schooner.     Seizure  of 393 

Carrigan,  Charles  W.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 511 

Carrlngton,  Edi^ard  C.     Correspondence  M'ith  State  Department,  U.  8 594 

Carrington,  William  F.     Mentioned 137 

Carrothers,  John  K,     Mentioned 384 

Carter,  Judge,     Mentioned 466 

C»ry,  P.  &  Dryden,  H.    Mentioned 586 

Caty,  R.  M,     Report  of  engagement  between  batteries  on  Potomac  Creek, 

Vn.,  and  vessels  of  Potomac  Flotilla,  August  23, 1861 633 

Casey,  Silas.     Mentioned 201 

Cash.  JohnC.    Mentioned 97,115,128 
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Chesapeake,  Schooner. 

Captnre  of 

Mentioned 179,286,48 

Chesapeake  Bay.     Operationn  in.     Reports  of 

Crosby,  Peiroe 

DuPout,  S.  F 

Steedman,  Charles 

Watniough,  Pendleton  G 396 

Che^  Mr.     Mentioned 653 

Chew,  Agnes.     Mentioned 682 

Chew,  Richard  B.     Mentionol 385 

Chewr.  Robert  S.     Mentioned 259 

Chew,  Thornton.     Mfntioned 682 

Chick,  Amos.     Mentioned 232 

Christiana  Keen,  8cbuontir.     Capture  and  destmctiou  of 510,517,533 

Churchill,  Mr.     Mentioned 4CK) 

Churcbill,  Chailea  C.    Meutiouwd 357 

City  of  New  York,  Steamer.     Mentioned 483 

City  of  Richmond,  Steamer.     Mentioned 487 

Clapham,  John.    Mentioned 413 

Clare,  'William.     Mentioned 592 

Clark,  Mr.     Mentioned 686 

Clark,  Henry.     Mentioned 681 

Clark,  John.    See  Jokn  Clark,  Skip.  ^^_ 

Clarke,  Henry  F.     Mentioned ^^1^1 

Clary,  Albert  O.  ^" 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 738 

Mentioned 741,7-16 

Report  of  engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Dawn  and  battery  opposite  Mary- 
land Point  749 

Claybrook,  Colonel.    Mentioned 544 

Clegg,  Samuel.     Mentioned 581 

Clements,  Frank.    Mentioned 680 

Clinch,  G^eneral.    See  General  Clinch,  C.  S.  S. 
Clinton,  Mary.    See  Mary  CH»lon,  lickooiter. 

cuts,  Henry  B.    Mentioned 

Coal,  SuppUea  of. 

Communications  ttom 

Aspinwal],  William  H 

Lenthall,  John 390 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of G71 

Orders  and  instructions,  Nary  Department,  U.  S 265,267,364 

Reports  of 

HarrelljA-D 755 

Pendergrast,  Garrett . 1 267, 338,  3.-«,  386 

Coatzacoalcos,  Steamer.    Mentioned 103,467,472 

Cobb,  Howell.    See  Bovell  Cobb,  V.  8.  tchooner. 
Cocke,  Philip  at.  O. 
Correspondence  with 

Gamett,  R.  S 

Lee,  Robert  E 771 

Maury,  William  L.,  and  Smith,  William  T 

Raggles,  Daniel .- 

Mentioned ..■•  404 
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Cockpit  Point,  Va. 

Erection  of  batteries  at.     Keport  of  Thoniaa  T.  Craven 726 

Value  of,  as  military  positiou.     CouimuDioatiou  from  l^wis  McKeoEie  .. .       TS8 

Code,  Captain.     Mentioned 620-6a2 

CcBur  de  Iiioa,  U.  S.  S.    Meutiouoil 706,723,759,761,770 

Coffee,  Mr.    Mentioned 767 

Colbert,  John.     Mentioned 555 

Colby,  A.     See  A.  Colby,  Schooner. 

Cole,  James  J.     Mentioned 331 

CoUamer,  Jacob,    Mentioned 'J£i 

CoUius,  Napoleon. 

Assnmes  oouimaud  of  U.  S.  8.  Anacostia 4S5 

Correspondence  with  commandant  of  WashiuKton  navy  yard 486,  Itid,  5(15 

Mentioned 491, 51S 

Reports  of. 

Anacostia,  U.  S.  8.     List  of  vessels  examined  l>y 515 

Orders,  reeeipt  of 644 

CoUyer,  Steamer.    Mentioned 438,478,608 

Colorado,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 302 

Columbia,  Steamer.     Mentioned 366,446,451,762,765 

Columbia,  U.  8.  ship.     Scuttling  ami  aliandonment  of 294,3(16 

Columbus,  U.  .S.  ship.    Scuttling  and  abamloumeut  of 30li 

Combe,  Dr.     Mentioned 603 

Commerce,  8t«amor.    Mentioned 397,446 

Conmierce. 

Depredations  apon.    Conununicalions  from 

f               Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  President  of 186 
San  Mutual  Ii)saraDi.'e  Company,  President  of 187 
Protection  of, 
Communication  from  Robert  Spear 453 
I             Ordurb  and  iaatruotions. 
I                    Navy  Department,  U.  8 342,357,504 
I                    Ward,  Jiinus  11 517 
Report  of  .Joliu  Faunce 872 
Cone,  Bdwrard.    Mentioned K6 
Confederate  States  Commissioners.    Correspondence  \rith 
Beauregard,  0.  T 359 
South  Carolina,  Governor  of. 258,359 
State  Department,  C.  S 2Sft-2eO 
Confederate  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— Braxton's  Field  Battery 543 

Infantry — Carolina  Greys,  501 ;  Lee'n  Legion,  544 ;  Wasliiiig^m  Guards,  499. 

Connor,  W.  T.     Mentioned 332,336 

Conrad,  Charles  M.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Depurtmcut,  C.  S 61 

Constitution,  l'.  8.  ship. 

I  Abstract  log,  April  21-May  9,  1861 398 
Convoy  and  protection  of  U.  S.  transports 8.'{7 
Mea.snrcs  for  protection 372,310,327 
Mentioned 269,  302,326-328,  336.  340,  341,  348.  373,  383, 392, 394, 386, 6i» 
Movements  of 345 
Orders  fur  movements 361 
Conway,  William. 
Gold  medal  presented  to 56,57 
Mentioned 21 
Orders  firom  Navy  Department,  U.  8.,  concerning  gallant  conduct  of 66 


I 

581 
495 

1 
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Cook,  John  A.     Mentioned 581 

Cooke,  Jamea  W.     Mentionmi 495 

Coombs,  Captain.     Mentioned 

Cooper,  James  M. 

Mentioned 

Testimony  concerning  NiirTeiiiler  of  Pensaeola  navy  yard 38, 

Cooper,  Samuel.     Coirespomtence  with  Braxton  BragiJ 134 

Corbatt,  O'wen.     Mentioned 5.")5 

Corcoran,  Michael.     Mi-ntinnnd 6So 

Corwlu,  r.  8.  Coast  Survey  steamer.     Mentioned 286,343 

Cotton,  Charles  B.     Mi'iitimicd 385 

Cottrell,  Captain.     Mentioned 674 

Courtney,  J.  B.     Corrcaiioudt-ncp  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Court  of  Enquiry.     Surrender  of  Pensacolu  navy  yard,  January  12, 1861..   17,  II 

Cox,  Captain.     Mentioned 

Cox,  Dr.     Mentioned 

Cracker,  H.  B.  M.  S.    Mentioned 225 

Crall,  Qeorge  A.     Mentioned 385 

Crane,  John  A.     Correspondence  witli  Thomas  T.  Craven ."iTS 

Crane,  Robert.     Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Crane,  R.  B.     Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Craven,  T.  Augustus. 
Correspondence  with 

Meiga,  Montnomery  C 3 

Navy  Kepartment,  U.  8 75,82,  8fl,  162 

Stanly,  Fabiug i 

Mentioned 90, 92, 94-96,  l.nn.  176, 177, 182, 305 

Reports  of. 

Crusader,  U.  S.  8.     Condition  of 147,184,198 

Forts  Taylor  and  Jefl'enton,  Ha.    Protection  of 3,(»,69 

Key  West,  Fla. 

Afl'airs  at 102 

Supplies  for 147 

Soathem  ports.    Issue  of  notice  regarding  blockade  of 150 

Sawnnee,  Steamer.     l)et«ntion  of,  at  Key  West,  Fla 181 

United  States  vessels.     Movements  of 79 

Wanderer,  Yacht.    Seizure  and  detention  of 169 

Craven,  Thomas  T. 

Appointed  to  rommand 

Potomac  Flotilla 541,545,570 

U.  8.  S.  Brooklyn 757 

Correspondence  with 

Austin,  Charles  A 760 

Benedick,  Richard  J.,  and  Smith,  Z.  R 622 

Bentrick,  Charles 683,728,759 

Brewster,  William  R 745 

Budd,  Thomas  A 869,671,674,706,717 

Bndd,  William 601,609,619,629 

Cash,  Thomas  M 704 

Davis,  Charles  H '601 

Dove.  Benjamin  M 574,638,664 

Ely.  Robert  B 620,649 

Eostranu,  Thom»»  H ■ 599,707.724 

Foxwell,  A.J.,rt«l 578 

Frank,  A.  J 674.678.7 
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Oravatt,  Tbonuis  T. — Contlniiod.  ^^^^H  pi^a. 

CorreN|>iiiiileiic«  with  ^H 

<iilll(,  .lohu  P '^l^fll 

Oul(l»buruii);b,  John  K SM 

Oray,  Janiuii  I, 576,^9 

nuniinll,  r.  M 610 

Ilnlnna,  Kilwiird  L 679 

Harrwll,  A.  I) 690, 

6»4, 706, 700, 710, 720, 733, 724, 72K,  730, 741, 744, 748, 749, 755-758 

lUrrlN,  AruoM  O 711 

Ilookor.  .loiiopU 739,742,743,753 

UvingKton,  J.  W 637,663 

Lowry,  Rolgurt  H 672,587,591,592,594 

MnCwi,  i;.  r 632,689,708 

Magnw,  Sniiiiiiil 720    . 

Murbiir.v,  [.«<iii»r<l 703 

MyKaU,.!.  V.  K  .• 604 

Nttvy  Oeiiartiimnt,  U.  B 545,570, 

581),  r.Oa,  5!t7,  699,  flOl,  605, 612,  615,  61G,  618,  624,  625, 629-631,  (535,  (543. 646, 
(ChS,  6rK5-4557,  661,  663, 665,  670, 674,  680,  682,  685,  687, 691-693,  698,  700, 703, 
705,  707,  709,  712,  713-715,  724,  728-731, 734, 738, 739, 745, 747, 749, 753, 762 

N»vy  yiiTil,  WMhingtou,  Contmandaiit  of 609, 

627,  730,  656, 660, 671,  698,  732,  734 

Nortou,  (".  8 687 

Parkor,  KoxbHll  A 619,661 

Pattison,  Thom«» 633,667 

KowBu,  .'^tephon  C 576 

Woklm,  Daniel  K 735 

StWH't,  WilUam  T 650,711,751,761 

Taylor,  Nclaon 73i 

Walkt>r,  Kdwanl  A 684 

Wymati,  Kobort  H 987,  M9, 681. 703. : 

Mouliouod 88,541,571,57 

678,  683,  &M,  688, 698, 607, 60;).  618. 6S5, 626, 628. 629. 631. 632, 638.  r.U.  61€ 
649,  659,  eT4.  678,  688,  689. 701.  721, 722, 7--'7-729.  731. 735, 756, 758. 760, 76 

IkinteMi  rbargM  of  noKligenea  of  offlcvn  of  rotomar  Flotilla. 

KcHpvihI  of  rommiuid  of  Potomac  Flotilla 

K<>i|ii«votJi  lo  Itc  rclifveit  o(  commautl  of  Potomac  Flottllk 7SS,754 

Kc|>ort«  of. 

Aqiiia  Crwk.Va.     Affainkt 61 

Uruuotte  ami  Kmg  lV>v<s  Schoon«T«.    8«tsiU«  of 

Bull  liuu.  lUttlc  of.     Escape  of  United  StalM  aoldien  captorad  at. . 

Ci^lnrd  of  •chooner  by  Coiir«deratea 

CMb*rt,A.H,    Capturw  of 6S7 

Cockpit  PotnV  Vv    Erection  of  h»tto»y  at TSS 

Dawn.r.  S.  S.    UorMiienta  of. 7M 

DMA,  William  T.    Captnreof CB8 

SacK  Sekooner.    (^aptaroof 618 

VWry  Landing,  Va.    Burning  of  koats  Mar 647 

Fafitive  alarw.    Trausfar  of,  to  Waabiagtaa  aaTj  yatd CBl 

Oaoifa  Paft,  C  8. 8. 

Aratacaf. 80 

MovMMBUof m 

Scisars  of tM 


Craven,  Thomas  T. — Continued.  ^^^^^^  Pace. 

Reporta  of. 

loe  Boat,  Steamer.     Disposition  of 754 

.lacub  Bell,  U.S.  S.     Collision  of,  with  U.  S.  S.  Island  Belle 702 

James  Mnrruy,  U.  S.  S.    Condition  of 710 

Jane  Wright  and  T.  W.  Kiloy,  Sloops.     Destruction  of 617 

Kinsale,  Va.     EipoiUtion  to 6(M 

Leouariltown,  Md.     Searrh  for  anus  near 588,595 

Leonardtown  and  Port  Tobacco,  Md.    Eeconnoissancus  of 662 

Hathias  Point,  Va. 

Erection  of  batteries  on 668 

Necessity  of  occupancy  of,  by  United  States  troops 675 

Orders.    Receipt  of 714,760 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S.     Movements  of 708 

Persimmon  Point,  Va.     Affair  near,  August  15, 1861 609 

Potomac  Flotilla. 

I  Condition  of 678 

I  Cooperation  of,  with  the  Army 742 

I  Distribution  of  vessels  of 666 

I  Exchange  of  shots  between  vessels  of,  and  battery  on  Marlborough 

Point,  Va 590 

Increase  of  force 623 

Insufficiency  of  force 716 

I  Operations  and  movements  of 607 

Potomac  River. 

j  Affairs  on 673,683,732,741,758 

Increase  of  Confederate  force  on 702 

Passage  of  U.  S.  steamers  Pocahontas  and  Seminole  by  Confeder- 

I  ate  batteries  on 718,722 

Protection  of  navigation  of 615 

Prisoners.     Statements  of 600,737 

Refugees.     Information  received  from - 645 

Remittance,  Schooner.     Seizure  of 639,641 

Robert  K.  Scott,  Schooner.     Detention  of 596 

Si.  fieorge's  Island,  Md.     RecounoiKsnnoe  of C30 

Seminok-,  U.  S.  8.,  Collision  of,  with  Valley  City,  U.  S.  S 696 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S.     Detachment  of,  from  Potomac  Flotilla 702 

T.  J.  Evans,  Schooner.    Seizure  of 649 

I  Thomas  Freeborn,  U.  S.  8.    Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 591 

Tra vers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.     Exami  nation  and  detention  of 675 

Underwriter,  U.  S.  8.    Condition  of 639 

ITnion,  U.S.  S.    Condition  of 723 

Whitestone  Point,  Va.    Erection  of  battery  at 677 

Yankee,  U.  8.  S. 

Collision  of,  with  schooner  Samuel  B.  Grice 701 

Condition  of 606 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 602 

Cnfwford,  U.  S.  Coast  Sor\-ey  schooner.     Mentioned 322 

Crawford,  Martin  J.    For  correspondence,    see   Confederate   SicUt  Commii- 
lionerii. 

Crlndall,  J.  A.    Correspondence  with  Garrett  J.  Pendergrast 324 

Cromwell,  H.  B.,  &  Co,    Mentioned 321 

Crosby,  Peirce. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Steedman 332,352 

Mentioned 319,339,394-396 

I  Report  of  operations  in  Chesapeake  Bay 
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CroBB,  Vrilllam  B.  B.  Paget 

CorreHjiondenoe  with  Nary  Depttrtment,  U.  8 19 

Mtutionwl 19,20,22,24,30,35,39,43,47,48 

Cruaader,  V.  8. 8. 

Abstract  log,  March  16  to  May  30, 1861 2(B 

Condition  and  needs  of 147,184,198 

Detention  of  steamer  Snwanee 184 

Mentioned 5. 10, 14,80,91, 

9fi,  HI,  120, 121, 139, 140, 142.  148,  156,  159,  166,  176,  177,  199,  204, 302,  4!»5 

Movements  of 84,95, 96. 102 

Operations,  etc.,  in  defense  of  Forts  Taylor  and  Jefferson,  Fla 82, 83 

Orders  for  movements 7,15,64,89,90,  144 

Preparation  of,  for  convoy  duty 91 

Seizure  and  detention  of  yacht  Wanderer 169 

Crystal  Palace,  Longboat.     Mentioned 592 

Cumberland,  U.  S.  ship. 

Condition  and  needs  of 266,268,273,843 

Mentioned 68, 72,  85, 87,  250,  264,  277,  288-300,  302,  303,  324,  32M,  331, 33»- 

340,  344, 345, 351,  353, 359,  360,  363,  369-381,  383, 384,  386-390,  393,  439,  453 

Movements  of 266,268,273 

Orders  for  movements 76,267,268,278,299.317 

Operations,  etc. 

Defense  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 279 

Destruction  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 289-297,306,309 

Seizure  of  vessels  by 330,356,370,378 

Tender  for SSO 

Transfer  of  flag  of  Home  Squadron  to 86 

Cnnningham,  Mr.    Mentioned 495,531 

Curran,  John.     Mentioned 555 

Cushman,  .Steamer.    Mentioned 166 

Cutter,  H.  P      Correspondence  with  William  Conway 57 

Cuyler,  R.  R.     See  R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Dabney,  William  J.    Mentioned 633 

Dad,  Hagh,  Snyder.     Correspondence  with  Henry  C.  Balkman 556 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Appointed  to  command  Washington  navy  yard 418 

Corrosiioudeuco  with 

Navy  Department,  U.S 284 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 411-113,417 

Mentioned 225, 

284, 410,  413,  416,  420,  421,  425,  437,  485, 509,  516, 533,  567,  58,".,  .t86,  1589, 625. 
637, 638, 640, 641, 613,  649,  653,  672,  694, 695, 706, 716, 726,  738, 741, 753, 763 
Reports  of. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.    Abandonment  and  deatrnction  of 278 

Navy  yard,  Washington.     Decrease  of  force 413 

See  also  .Vary  t/ard,  n'ashimjion,  Commatidant  of. 

Daley,  John.     Mentioned 555 

Dallas,  Jacob  M.    Beport  of  collision  between  U.  8.  steamers  Seminole  and 

Valley  City ] 696 

Dalton.C.H.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 655 

Dana,  U.  8.  schooner. 

Capture  of  sloop  Teaser 563 

Condition  and  needs  of 761 

Engagement  at  Stafford  Mills,  Va 71 1 

iJentionoU ....  509, 527, 538, 547, 561, 563, 564, 570, 578, 595. 602, 604, 658, 680, 7U,  TO3 
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Dana,  U.  S.  schooner — Continued.  ruga. 

Operations,  otc,  in  Potomac  River (J4SM552 

Reconnuissance  of 

Matbias  Poiut,  Va 7ul 

St.  George's  Istiind,  Md 620-<i23 

Danby,  Robert.     Mentioned 275,2«0,J81 

DanelB,  Joseph  D.     Mentioned 396-398 

Danube,  Ship.     Mentioned IKij 

Dare,  Charles  P.     .Mentioned 322.391-391! 

Davenport,  Francis  O.     Montioned 3K4 

Davis,  Charles  H.     Corresfmndence  with  Thomaa  T.  Craven (iOI 

Davia,  Jefferson.     Mentioned 246,572,673 

For  correspondence,  see  I'retidtnl,  C.  8. 
Davis,  Lady.     See  Lady  Davit,  ('.  ><>,  5. 
Dawn,  U.  8.  S. 

Engagement  with  Confederate  battery  near  Marlboroagh  Point 749 

Mentioned 347,  348,  4ffi,  700,  738.  741,745.  7  Iti 

Movements  of 700,  746 

Orders  for  movements 738,  746 

Day,  H.     See  B.  Day,  Sloop. 

DayUght,  U.  S.  transport.     Mentioned 203,432,435,443 

Dean,  Annie.     See  Annie  JJean,  Schooner. 

Dean,  'Williani  T.     Capture  of 652,  (>.'>;$.  656 

Deans,  Thomas  C.    Mentioned 301 

Deas,  Oeorge.     Correspoudence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 217 

Holmes,  T.  H 634 

De  Bree,  John.     Mentioned 346 

Deford,  Ben.     See  lien  De/ord,  Steamer. 

De  KraSt,  J.  C.  P.     Mentioned 201 

Delafield,  Richard.     Mentioned 282 

Dela'ware,  Light-house  schooner.     Mentioned 3.53,362 

Delaware,  IT.  S.  ship.    Scuttling  and  abandonment  of 294.. 106 

Delaware,  Steamer.     Mentioned 693 

Delavrare  River.    Reconnoissauoe  in.    Orders  and  instractions,  Navy  Depart- 
ment, U.  S 383 

Dement,  "William  P.     Mentioned 629 

Dempsey,  John.     Mentioned 581 

Dent,  Oeorge.     Mentione<l 674,676,679,680 

Dent,  John.    Mentioned 660 

Dent,  S.  H.     Mentioned 216 

Depeyster,  Captain.     Mentioned 332 

Derby,  Blias  H.     Correspoudence  with  Kavy  Deimrtment,  U.  S 831 

Dermott,  Jesse.    Mentioned B81 

De  RuBsy,  Oastavus  A.     .Mentioned 37 1,  375 

Devereuz,  John.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 754,757 

Devins,  Major.     Mentioned 395 

Devlin,  ^^illiam.     Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Diamond  State,  Steamer.     M  entioned 550 

Diana,  .Schooner.     Mentioned 207 

Dilehay,  Francis.     Mentioned 680 

Dimick,  Justin. 

Correspondence  with  Garrett  .1.  Pendergrast 339, 351, 370, 372, 376, 379, 384 

Mentioned 289, 2516,  327, 390,  343, 353, 3.>l,  380, 8*" 

Qlmmook,  C.    Mentioned 409,4 


» 


Dispatch,  Schooner.    Mentioned sBS 

DIjc,  Colonel.     Mentioned 621 

Dix,  John  A. 

Cotrespomlence  with  George  B.  McClellan '. 657 

Mentioned 222, 604, 657, 658,  672 

Dixon,  Archibald.     Mentioned 256 

Dixon,  John  T.    Mentioned 681 

Dixon,  Robert. 

Mentioned 163 

Testimony  concerning  surrender  of  Penitacola  navy  yard 43 

Dobbin,  U.  S.  revenue  cutter.    Mentioned 271 

Dodge,  Allen  W.     Mentioned 581 

Dodge,  Henry  L.    Correapondence  with  William  Conway 57 

Dodge,  Lizzie.     See  LUsie  Dodge,  Sloop. 
Dolphin,  U.  6.  brig. 

Mentioned 277,343 

Scuttling  and  abandonment  of 288-2»8,  305,  306 

Donaldaon,  Edward.     Mentioned 289,291,292 

Doran,  Edward  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Garnett,  R.  8 318 

Gwj-nn,  Walter 310 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of 310,311 

Virginia,  Governor  of 312 

Mentioned 310-313,346,383 

Dorothy  Haines,  Schooner.    Seizure  of 393 

Douglas,  Stephen  A.    Mentioned 653 

Dove,  Benjamin  M. 

AMQmes  command  of  U.  8.  8.  Pocahontas 484 

Correspondence  with 

Ely,  R.  B 563 

McCrea,  E.  P 663 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 685 

Rowan,  Stephen  C 558 

Mentioned 550, 569,  576,  578, 583,  632, 633.  667,  668,  881, 740, 7K 

Reports  of. 

George  Page,  Steamer.    Demonstration  on,  by  U.  S.  8.  Pocahontas 565 

Pocahontas,  U.  8.  8. 

Cruise  of,  in  Potomac  and  Patnxent  rivers ' 569 

Operations,  etc.,  iu  Potomac  River 561,583,598 

Putomao  Flotilla.     Engageiimut  between  vessels  of,  and  batteries  ou 

Potomac  Creek,  Angiist  23,  1861 838 

Resolute,  U.  8.  S.     Shelling  of  Virginia  shore  by 664 

Taliaferro, .    Arrest  of 571 

Teaaer,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  July  5, 1861 562 

Do'wling,  John.    Escape  of,  from  Confederate  Navy 530 

Downes,  John.     Mentioned 232,237,240 

Doyle,  Daniel.    Correspondence  with  .Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Doyle,  James  H.    Mentioned 9,29,31 

Dozier,  'W.  O.     Correspondence  with  Henry  J.  Hartstene 360,361 

Draper,  8.    Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  8 156 

Drayton,  Percival. 

L  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 714 
JMenUoned 703,767 
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Page. 

Drory,  T.  T.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Cravon B78 

Diydeu,  H.     Mentioned 586 

DuoauBon,  Robert.    Mentioned 58X 

Duer,  RufuB  K.    Mentioned 

Snffin,  FnmolB.    Mentioned 555 

Doucat),  James  M.    Mentioned 184,305 

Danu,  misha 'W.    Correspundence  with  Henry  Walke 63 

Du  Font,  Samuel  F. 
Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 126,202 

Trcnchord,  Stephen  D 303 

Mentioned 374,385,715-717,761 

See  also  A'avy  j/ard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of. 
Doryea,  H. 

Report  of  expedition  to  month  of  Potomao  Kirer 657 

Mentioned 658 

Duycker,  Bernard.     Mentioned 188,232 

B,  B.  Hale,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  September  4  to  November  22,  1861 763 

Mentioned 705,708,709,726,753,754,756,758 

Orders  for  movements 753,756 

B.  H.  Herbert,  Tng. 

Charter  of 627 

Mentioned ^0,  660,  666. 669, 672, 683, 688, 702,  711,  716,  728,  732,  737,  759,  760 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomuo  River 666,  669, 683,  688, 728, 730,  737, 759 

Orders  for  movements 644 

Bagle,  Schooner.    Capture  of 647,648 

Bagle,  Henry. 

Correapondenoe  with  Garrett  J.  Pendergraat 369, 388 

Mentioned 322,324.325,333,336,338,370,433 

Bast,  Rrigaatine.     Mentioned 206 

Bastman,  Thomas  H. 

Appoiiitod  to  rommaud  U.  S.  8.  Yankee 707 

Correapondeiice  with 

Bogert,  .(.  W 698 

Caah,  T.  M 726 

Craven,  Thomas  T 699 

Report  of  boat  expedition  from  U.  S.  S.  Yankee 724 

Baton,  Amos  B.     Mentioned 233,249 

Eokles,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 499 

Eddy,  A.  R.     Mentioned 139 

Bdelln,  Captain.     Mentioned 713 

Edelin,  James.     Mentioned 289,291,291) 

Bdelin,  Thomas B.    Mentioned 291 

Edith,  Schooner.     Mentioned 221 

Bdvrards,  Captain.    Mentioned 59,60 

Edwards,  Alfred.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 180 

Edwin  Forrest,  Tug. 

Charter  of 627 

Mentioned 632,636 

Orders  for  movements 631 

Bggleston,  John  R.    Mentioned 81 

Eldridge,  Cnptain.     Mentioue<l 344 

Elite,  Schooner.    Seizure  of 


I 


Elizabeth  River,  Va. 

Oligt ruction  of.    Conunanication  Aroni  John  Bodney. 

Reconnoissance  of.     Reports  of  B.  L.  Braiiiu 355,  357 

Xnizabeth  Rusaell,  Schooner.     Mentioaed 205 

Eliza  Flake,  Schooner.     Mentioned 207 

Ellen  Galligen,  Sloop.     Mentioned 205 

Ellicott,  Jamea  F.     Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 678 

Elliott,  Mr.    Mentioned 515 

EIUb,  Ed'ward.     Mentioned 640 

Ellis,  George.     Mentioned 208 

Ellis,  Julius  Ij.     Mentioned 624 

Ellis,  Leonard  K.     Moalioned 421 

Ellison,  Francis  B.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 175 

Ellsworth,  Elmer  E. 

Death  of.     Report  of  commandant  of  Washington  navy  yard 477 

Mentioned 446,477-479 

Ely,  Robert  B. 

Mentione<l 527,562,620,649,650-652,658 

Reports  of. 

St.  George's  Island,  Md.    Reconnaissance  of 620 

T.  .T.  Evans,  Schooner.     Seizure  of 619 

Teaser,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  July  5, 1861 563 

Empire,  Steamer.    Orders  for  movements 405,407 

Empire  City,  U.  S.  transport. 

Convoy  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk 94, 101,106 

Mentioned 90,91,95, 103, 107,  I3« 

English,  Morgan  H. 
Enterprise,  Schooner. 
Erben,  Henry. 

Mentioned 34,51,233 

Testimony  concerning  snirender  of  Pensacola  navy  yard 39,40 

Erlckson,  Steamer.    Mentioned 443 

Erskine,  Samuel.    Correepondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Escort,  Schooner.     Permit  to  run  on  Potomac  canceled 693 

Etchells,  Joshua.    Mentioned 581 

Ettlng,  Henry. 

Correspoudence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 274 

Mentioned 231,273,345 

Report  of  meoHiirea  for  protection  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 286 

Evans,  Mr.    Mentioned , 464,639 

Evans,  O.  N.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Evans,  T.  J.    See  T.  J.  Evant,  Sloop. 
Evansport,  Va. 

Engagement  between  batteries  at,  and  U.  8.  steamers  Pocahontas  and 
Seminole.     Reports  of 

Craven,  Thomas  T 718,728 

Oillis,  JohnP 718-730 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 721 

Erection  of  batteries  at.     Reports  of 

McCrea,  Edward  P 686 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 099 

Evarts,  'William.     Mentioned 318 

Eyrlng,  Jacob.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

F.Russell,  Brig.     Montione<l 876 

FabeDt,  F,  A.    Correspondence  with  William  Conway 57 


Mentione<l ...,...y,, 276 

Mentioned 752 


Fagan,  Jamea  P.    Mentioned 498 

Fairfax,  Mr.     Mentioned 682 

Fairfax,  Archibald  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Giblw,  J.  M 403,404 

MiUigan,  Captain , 405 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of 402 

Mentioned 309,401 

Falcon,  Schooner.     MentioniMl '     467 

Fallon,  'William.     Mentioned 592 

Falls,  Moor  N. 

Correapondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 287 

Mentioned 378 

Fanand,  Bbeaezer. 

Correspondence  with  S.  A.  Williams 8 

Mentioned 21, 23, 25, 28, 31, 32, 35,  36, 38-10, 42-44, 46, 50, 51, 58,  60,  61, 88, 217 

See  also  .Vary  yard,  Pentacola,  C<»Hmandant  of. 

Fashion,  Steamer.     Mentioned 185,205,577 

Faulkner,  George  H.     Correspondence  with  William  Conway 57 

Faunce,  John. 

Correepoudonee  with  Navy  Department,  If.  8 236, 342 

Mrutioned 238,249,254,313,336,390 

KeportM  of. 

Baltimore,  Md.    Affairs  in  vicinity  of 377 

Commerce.     Protection  of 372 

Harriet  Lane,  U.  8.  S.     Movements  of 256 

Favorite,  Schooner.    Sinking  of 577 

Fay,  R.  S.,  jr.     Mentioned 469 

Fell,  J.  O.     Meutioned 9 

Fell,  Wmiam  J.    Mentioned 9 

Fellon,  R.     Mentioned 555 

Felton,  8.  M. 

CorTespondenco  with 

•  Navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of 314 

Steodmon,  Charles 352 

Mentioned 394,395 

Fendatl,  Philip  R.    Mentioneil 284 

Ferguson,  Henry.    Mentioned 674,679,680 

Ferguson,  James.    Meutione<l 395,396,768 

Ferguson,  J.  P.     Mentioned 76l» 

Fessenden,  William  P.    Mentioned 222 

Fields,  Perry.     Mentioned 691 

Fillebrowu,  Thomaa  Scott. 
Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 415 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 443, 449, 484 

Mentioned 413,415,426,431.410,44,3,452 

Reports  of. 

Anacostia,  U.  S.  S.     Operations  in  Potomac  River. ..   422, 429, 444, 447, 46i,  466 

White  House  Bluff,  Va.     Examinutiun  of 435 

Filmore,  Harris.    Mentioned 681 

Fisher.  Oeorge  'W.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Fioke,  Eliaa.     See  A'/i.-a  FUke,  Schoonrr. 

Fitch,  Le  Roy.    Mentioned 166 
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Fort  McHenry,  Md.    Occnpancy  of.  ^^^^^H  Pigs. 

Action  of  board  of  police,  Baltimore T^^^^K 316 

Conunonioatious  from 

Felton.S.  M 353 

Watmough,  Penaieton  a 3SJ 

Orders  and  instnictiono,  Navy  Department,  U.  8 263, 261, 314 

Report  of  William  W.  Hunter 316 

Fort  Mifilln,  Pa.     Recnforcement  of.     Commnniratiims  from  A.J.  Pleagoutun.       314 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.     Me;taare8  for  protection.     Orders  and  inslructioiiH,  Navy 

Department,  U.  8 368 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 
Affairs  at. 

Commmtications  from  Henry  A.  Adams 125 

Report  of  Henry  Walke 78 

Agreement  between  Confederate  and  Federal  antborities  concerning 74, 

76, 77, 92, 93, 96, 109, 112, 113, 117, 1.'U-136, 213, 216 

Attitude  of  Confederate  aothorities  toward 21 1, 213 

Instructions  from  William  H.  Chase  relative  to  communication  with  Pensa- 

coltt  navy  yard 212-214 

Measures  for  protection. 
Communications  from 

Adams,  Henry  A 113,129-134,148 

Bragg,  Braxton 112,113,115,117 

Brown,  Harvey 119, 

120, 121, 123, 124, 132, 133. 141. 144, 148, 149, 151, 180, 183 

Cooper,  Samuel 134 

Craven,  T.  Angnstas Ill 

Oilman,  J.  H 63 

McKean,  William  W 180 

MeigH,  Montgoiuory  C 120,122,123,140 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Commandant  of 13 

Poor.  Charles  H 131 

Porter,  David  D 112,122,123,130,149,150 

Slemmer,  Adam  J 12, 113,114 

Tower,  Z.  B 183 

Vogdes,  I 80,110,115-118 

Walker,  W.S 82 

War  Department,  U.  8 189 

Worden,  Joiin  L 136 

Orders  and  iuittructions. 

Adams,  Henry  A 1.30,131,146,176 

McKean,  William  W 133 

Navy  Department,  U.S 66,67,73,75,84, 110, 138, IflO 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  Commandant  of 14 

President,  U.  8 108,109,128 

Scott,  Winfield 90,107 

State  Department,  U.  8 112 

War  Department,  U.  8 74 

Reports  of 

Adams,  Henry  A 109, 115,118, 120, 128, 143. 175 

Bragg,  Braxton 135,136,138 

McKean,  William  W 181 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 173 

Poor,  Charles  H 84 

Walke,  Henry 6* 

Worden,  John  L tV>-J 
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I  Port  Pickena,  Pla. — Continued.  ^^^^^  Vugr. 

Supplies  for. 

Orders  and  instmotions. 

Nary  Department,  U.  8 11,12,102 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Coniinandant  of .         13 

Report  of  Henry  Wallce 11 

pPort  Sumter,  S.  C. 

CoojiHratiou  of  the  Nary  in  the  attempts  to  reliere. 

Abstract  log,  U.  S.  8.  Pawnee,  April  9  to  19.1861 25* 

Conunnnicstions  from 

Baxter,  I.J 241,243 

Beauregard,  O.T 259 

Campbell,  John  A 258 

Confederate  States  Commissioners 256-260 

Derby,  KliasH 221 

Fox.  Oustavus  V 223-225 

Goldsboruugh,  .lohn  R 226 

Lamar,  C.  A.  L 257 

Navy  yard.  New  York,  Commandant  of 226, 220-234, 237-241 

NaN-y  yard,  Norfolk,  Comiuandant  of 219,231,241 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 340 

Piclceng,  F.  W 258 

Preaident,  U.  8 251 

Scott,  Winlield 237 

Smith,  D.N 226 

State  Department,  C.  8 257 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 219,220,228-230.234-237 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Conunaudaiit  of 229 

President,  r.  S 227 

Scott,  WinBeld 220,233 

Thomas,L 233 

War  Department,  U.  8 227,232 

Powhatan,  U.  S,  8.    Correspondence  relative  to 226, 

227, 228, 233, 234, 236-340, 244 

Reports  of 

Faunoe,  John 256 

Foi,GuaUvn8  V 244-251 

Gim8,JohnP 243.251 

Rowan,  S.C 243,253 

Walker,  W.  8 221 

Evaonatiou  of.     Reports  of 

Fox.Gastavus  V 215 

Ginis,JohuP 251 

HarUtene,  H.J 2«53 

Rowan,  S.C 253 

(easureji  to  prevent  reenforcement  of,  by  IT.  S.  Government 

Communication  from  T.  B.  Huger 263 

Onlers  and  instructions,  Henry  J.  Hartstene 260-262 

Port  Taylor,  Pla.     St-e  Key  Went,  Fla. 

Port  Washington,  Md.     Measures  for  protection. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  V.  8 444 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department.  U.  8 409,42!».43O 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commuudant  of 4^.  44i<.  449, 454 
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Fort  Washington,  Md.    Measurea  for  protection — Contianed.  Vtge. 
Beports  of 

Jefftrs,  W.  X 450 

Morns,  George  U 436 

Russell.  John  H 4ai 

Taylor,  AS 40!t 

Forward,  U  S.  revenue  cutter. 

Condition  tintl  n<'c<l8  of 32U,  353 

Convoy  and  protection  of  U.  8,  transports 32i> 

Fitting  out  of 333 

Mentioned 334,468 

Foss,  Joseph  R.     Statement  concerning  the  seizure  of  schooner  T.  J.  Evans 

and  escape  of  Qeorge  Henry 650 

Foster,  Amos  P. 

Mentioned 647,049,652,706.709,710,726.727,762.768 

Report  of  burning  of  boats  near  Ferry  Landing,  Va 647 

Foster,  Charles.     Mentioned 406 

Foster,  Edward.     Mentioned 546 

Foster,  WHliam  J.     Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Washington  navy 

yard 755 

Fowler,  B.  W.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Fox,  OustavuB  V. 

Appointed  to  command  expedition  for  relief  of  Fort  8nmter,  S.  C 232 

Mentioned 224, 

232, 233, 235,  2.52-254, 332, 333, 336, 348. 456, 477,  582.  607,  636,  652.  670,  74 1 

Report  of  expedition  for  relief  of  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C 244-251 

See  also  Xacy  Department,  U.  S. 

Fox,  Peter  F.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Fox^ell,  A.  J.     Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Frailey,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 102 

Reports  of  Release,  U.  S.  storesliip. 

Condition  of 105 

Cruise  of 157 

Frances,  Antonio.    Mentioned D55 

Frank,  Captain.     Mentioned 393 

Frank,  A.  J. 

Correspondence  with  Reigart  B.  Lowry 573 

Mentioned 640.680 

Reports  of. 

Howell  Cobb,  II.  8. 8. 

Operations,  etc..  in  Potomac  River 674 

Rnuior  of  inteude<l  attack  upon 67« 

Mathias  Point,  Va.    Action  at 715 

Franklin,  TVllliam  B. 

Correspondence  with  J.  8.  Williams 635 

Mentioned 641,642 

Report  of  measures  for  protection  of  Fort  Ellsworth,  Va ft42.643 

Franklin,  U.S. frigate.     Mentioned 127 

Franklin,  U.  8.  S.    Mentioned IHO 

Frazler,  O.  H.    Mentioned 555 

Freestone  Point,  Va. 

Activity  of  batteries  on. 

Communication  from  A.  D.  IlarreU 894 

Report  of  F.  S.  Haggerty «*»- 
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FreeBtone  Point,  Va. — Continned.  r»t». 

Engagement  between  battery  on,  and  veasels  of  Potomac  Flotilla,  Septem- 
ber 25, 1861.     KeportB  of 

OillU,John  P 688 

Harrell,  A.  D 690 

MoCrea,  Edward  P 689 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 691 

Wigfall,  Louis  T 691 

Erection  of  batteries  on.     Reports  of 

MeCrea,  Edward  P 686 

Norton,  C.S 6»*7 

I^ee  ^^Ind,  Schooner.    Attack  upon,  near  Aqnia  Creek,  Va 630 

French,  Haydeu  T.     Mentioned 385 

French,  James  S.    Mentioned 693 

French,  'WlUlaai  H.    Mentioned U7, 176 

Fugitive  slaves.    Attitude  of  U.  8.  Government  toward 387, 

508, 583, 5W,  598, 629, 667, 681, 687, 692, 748 

Fuller,  Charles  A.    Correspondence  with  Dayid  D.  Porter 192 

Fuller,  John  T.    Mentioned 610 

Fuller,  Richard.    Mentioned 555 

Fulton,*  C.S. 8. 

Condition  of^  and  progress  of  work  upon 217 

Mentioned 58 

Fulton,  U.S.8.    Mentioned 28,35,38,98 

Oager,  Edwin  V.     Mentioned 354 

Oale,  E.  B.    Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Adams 100 

Oallager,  John.     Mentioned 9 

Oallagher,  Dr.    Mentioned 398 

Oalligen,  Ellen.    See  i:Uen  GaUigen,  Stoop. 

Gardner,  ■William  H.    Mentioned 319,334 

Oamett,  Captain.    Mentioned 544 

Oamett,  Algernon  S.    Mentioned 5.55 

Oamett,  R.  S.    Correspondence  with 

Cocke,  P.  St.  Q 773 

Doran.  E.C 313 

Ruggles.  Daniel 496-498,773.774 

Taliaferro,  WilliamB 408 

Oatch,  Benjamin  W.    Statement  concerning  the  seizure  of  schooner  T.  J. 

Evans  and  escape  of  George  Henry 650 

Gates,  Henry  S.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flauigan 613 

Oemeny,  WllUam.    Mentioned 604,605 

General  Clinch,  C.S.S.    Mentioned 260,261 

General  Miramon,  British  steiuner. 

Detention  of,  off  Mobile,  Ala 194 

Mentioned 197,206 

Petition  for  release  of 195 

General  ParkhiU,  Ship.    Seizure  of 206 

General  Putnam,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned RiO,  670, 676-678 

Orders  for  movements 659 

Transfer  of,  to  .Xtlantic  Blockading  Scjnadrou 678 

General  Ruak,  Steamer.    Mentioned 165, 184 

General  Worth,  Longboat.    Mentioned 683 

•  Fonnerlj'  U.  8. 9.  Fnlton. 


Georg*  M.  Smith,  Schooner.  ^^^^^^^^H  Ptga. 

Articles  taken  from 353 

DUposition  of 364,383,386 

Mentioned 377 

Orders  for  moYvments 346 

Seizure  of 330,393 

Oeorge  Page, '  Confederate  steamer. 

Attack  on 565, 73J>,  742, 743 

Mentioned 422, 4it9, 466, 471, 473, 483,  509,512,529,531,530, 

558, 566, 578, 654, 731,  732, 734,  736,  741,  744,  750,  758,  759.  763,  765,  766, 770 

Movements  of 733 

Befitting  of 592,593 

0«oree  Peabody,  Steamer.     Mentioned 467,471,472 

Oeorge  'WeeniB,  Steamer.     Plan  to  capture 569-572 

Qeorgia,  Steamer.     Mentioned 335 

Georgia.     Blockade  of  coast  of.     See  Blockade  of  Southern  porl$, 

Q«orgia  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry :  Confederate  States  Sentinels 530 

Oeorgiana,  Schooner.     Mentioned 572, 576 

Oermaln,  Charles.    Correspondence  with  Garrett  J.  Pendergraat 350,389,390 

Ctorinaiito'wn,  V.  S.  ship. 

Fitting  out  of 272 

Mentioned 277,281 

Senttling  and  abandonment  of 288-298,305,306 

Oeaaford,  James  W.    Mentioned 613 

Oibbs,  J.  M.    Correapoodence  with  A.B.Fairfax 403,404 

OibaoD,  Alexander. 
Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 145 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 88,178 

Mentioned 119,181,210 

Beports  of. 

St.  Louis,  U.  S.  ship. 

Condition  of 178,202 

Withdrawal  of,  from  Tortngas,  Fla 1J6 

Tortngaa,  Fla.    Measures  for  protection 150 

Oibson,  P.    Mentioned B55 

aibson,  'William.    Mentioned 294 

OllchriBt,  'William.    Mentioned 685 

Oillis,  John  P. 

Assumes  command  of  U.  8.  S.  Pocahontas 266 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  James  M 448 

Dallas,  Jacob  M 697 

McCrea,  E.  P 689 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 336,266,423,424,714 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of. 438,455,459 

Norton,  C.  8 69R 

Sproston,  J.  O 461-163.465-467 

Mentioned 234. 249, 250, 251, 422,  432, 433. 438, 470, 475, 476. 689. 694, 730, 765 

Reports  of. 

Aqnia  Creek, 'Va.    Erection  of  battery  on 461 

Bull  liun,  Battle  of.    Escape  of  United  States  soldiers  captured  at .. .      694 
Fort  Stuuter.  S.  C.     Cooperation  of  Navy  in  attempts  to  relieve 243, 251 
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iiMk  rt»«ri 473 

'»|>»r»t)«tw,«i>',,  tD  PotMWM  Rlror  •t»I  CbMSfM*ke  Bay 438 

VnUnuu^  PlntUJ«.     KngagMMol  b«twreu  VMWel*  of,  and  b»tt<-t7  oo 

KrMMlnnal'uInt,  V»„HcplaiDber2S.  IMIl 688 

I'r>t4imiwt  Klror.     I'luwaK"  "'  I'.  H.»t<fMm»r»  rooatlioous  and  ftemioole 

l>y  (.'<»ir<rl<'ni(n  lmtu•ri<^•  on 718-T20 

l(H|itialiiititiir>'k  Itlvnr,  Vii,    AflAlni  in 484, 4M 

li.iii«|M.iU,  IMI     Convoy  anrf  proUir.tlon  of. 447,455,457,460,461,467 

Ollniaii,  Jomniliih  M 

riiir)>ii|Miiiili<tiiiK  with  WilllHiu  li.CbM* 63 

MuMlliiriiMl 47,49-SI 

'rMlliiiiiiiy  I'OiiniirtiltiK  iiiirr«ii(ler  of  PnuMM'oln  nuvy  yard 36-38 

Olllmuro,  Qiilnoy  A      Mniitluund. ...>..•»> 122 

Olpay,  H)i<»iiii<r, 

I  HfllAiiiliiti  ur,  fur  iiM  Ity  rattimaa  PlotilU 584.5% 

I  Mi'iidoiixil 438,478,763 

KWadliti!,  Wllllnm  N     Mnnlloued 232,341 

^EflbuiBDii,  John  J 

^HFciirrntipiitKloiii'ii  with  l'barl«)«  W.  SaniKbrd 820 

^^r  Mi>iilliiiinil , , 348 

■  l(ii|iiiit  III  iiii>Miiii«iil.ii  of  IT.  H,  lirlK  I'orry. ..•••>•••... .......>•• 335 

■  OIlMoli,  If   Y      MuiiUuiintl 373 

OlUwtii,  Oltvar  H. 

('iiiii'ii|i<iui1i'iiiiu  will)  ttotuniHtiiUnt  of  I'hlhulKlphlii  iiiivy  yurd 388 

M.mll.iii.Ml     J70-I7a,  1!W.  Ilt7,  U01,319,341,571,706 

Kopiit'ln  111, 

ti'K  Hunt,  Hloitnitir.     M<iv«iiii>i)U  of 372 

rnrkiiraliiiiK,  II.  H.  traiiiport,  i<uuditlun  of 171* 

CMnuoMloi  l*oliii.  Va 

Kd'hiiiiito  or  dhol*  lif>t\v<<oii  l<,  8.8.  Yankee  find  batteriea  on,  May  7, 1861. 
Kiipiilia  of. 

IViiit>-ri|r<ii«|..()niii<l|  J 38a  381 

KiaiVlilrit>,  ni«iim«  O 380 

UliiifM rxi.  \V inum  It S81 

Mt>iMiir\<ii  for  tl<tlVtu»v. 

UVpxii  of  It.  r.  CwlMdl 406 

t^r^liiii  unit  Indniotlona,  Rohwl  R.  l.«io 406 

MowntMit*  of  ITuitiHl  SlatM  vcmh^Iii  in  vicinity  of,     Keport  of  William  R. 

UJtaftiriM,,,,,,.,, 408 

OiVtkH>  Jamaa. 

.  ■'  w(«)i 

..tttwvtti,  IJ.8 6, 7. la  13.14,67.7*. 78 

lVii.U>i,t>««(«0«n«tl  J...... 67 

M*nti.Mi»sl    T8,8!>-87,212,3e» 

|{t«\v.>ri«of  M«<xslv>ni»n,  V.St. •kip, 

Anixal  of,  al  )>MMHt«s4*.  V\m 80 

tN<«t<ltlt<xi  <if a 
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Oolding,  Daniel                                                                     ^H^^^^^^F  Pnco. 

Corresiiimdonoe  with  William  W.  MoKesn .T^^^^T^^.. ..      195 

k  Mentioned 197 
Idsborough,  John  R. 

C'orr<>ai)oti(Ience  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 236,357,618,655 

I        Mentioned 321,335,341.623,632,691,705,707,711,717,738,715 

Report  of  affaim  at  Aqnia  Creek,  Va 054 

Ooldsmitb,  Mr.     Mentioned 000 

GoldBmith,  John  M.     Mentioned 534 

Gtonzales,  J.  9.     Mentioned 18 

Oonzalee,  Samuel  Z.    Mentioned 29,31,35,44 

Gordon,  CSS.     Mentione<l 260.261 

Gk)uldin,  John  M.     Mentioned 544 

Orafton,  Henry  T.     Mentioned 386 

Graham,  Charles  K.     Mentioned 750-752 

Oraham,  George  R.     Mentioned 201 

Graham,  James  D,     Mt^ntioned 384 

Oranisou,  'William  Henry.    Mentioned 681 

Granite,  U.S. sloop.     Mentioned 738 

Grant,  John.     See  John  Grant,  Schooner. 

Grapeshot,  Schooner.     Mentioned 324 

Gray,  Captain.    Mentioned 122 

Gray,  James  L. 

Correspondence  with  Keigart  B.  Lowry ,'573 

Mentioned 526,596,620-622.640,651,658,704 

Reports  of. 

Bailey,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 576 

Seizure  of  suspicions  schooner  by 746 

Hloclcade,  breach  of 659 

Green,  Archie.    Mentioned 682 

Grey,  Mary.     See  Mary  Grey,  Sloop. 

Orice,  Samuel  B.    See  Samuel  B.  Griee,  Schooner. 

Orlffln,  Mr.     Mentioned 629 

Griffin,  Charles.    Mentioned 680 

Griffiths,  J.  R.     See  J.  R.  Oriffitht,  Schooner. 

Grimes,  Thomas  Penny.    Mentioned 680,682,750 

Orinnell,  M.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.S 186 

State  Department,  U.S 187 

Mentioned 318 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

luauffieiency  of.     Report  of  Charles  H.  Poor 187 

Operations  and  movements  of. 

Communication  from  Henry  A.  Adams 202 

Orders  and  iustrnctions,  Navy  Department,  U.  8 155, 172, 175 

Reports  of 

Adams,  Henry  A 200 

McKean,  William  W 176,181,196,200 

Porter,  David  D 193 

Supplies  for. 

Orders  and  iustrnctions. 

Adams,  Henry  A 

Navy  Department,  U.S 167.174,2 
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Oulf  Blockading  Squadron — Continued.  P>C*^ 

Supplies  for. 
Reports  of 

Breesc,  Sujuuel  L 174,203,201 

MuUttn}-,  J.R.M aM 

Onlf  Ranger,  Schooner.    Mentioned 207 

Ouest,  John.     Mentioned 195,  201 

Oulick,  John  8.    Mentioned 238,241 

OimueU,  F.  M.     Reports  of 

Mathias  Point,  Va.    Casualties  resnlting  from  affair  at,  June  27,  1861 538 

Persimmon  Point,  Va.    CaHualties  resulting  ttom  affair  at 610 

Oay,  James.     See  Jamet  Ovy,  Steamer. 

Owathmey,  Washington.    Mentioned 97,98, 100 

Qvrynn,  Walter. 

Correspondence  with 

Doran,  Edward  C 919.] 

Pendergrast,  Garrett  J 380,907 

Mentioned 306,309,312,400.408 

H.  Day,  Sloop. 

Mentioned 527 

Permit  granted  to,  to  fish  in  Potomac  Biver 518 

Release  of 519 

Seizure  of 519,520 

H.  E.  Spearing,  Barkcntine.    Capture  of 187 

H.  M.  Smith,  Schooner.     Mentioned 515 

Habana,  Steamer.     Mentioned 16S 

Hagerty,  D.     Mentioned 633 

Haggerty,  Francis  8. 
Correspondence  with 

Montgomery,  W.  R 683 

Navy  Department,  U.8 635,638,644,660 

Mentioned 682 

Report  of  activity  of  batteries  on  Freestone  Point,  Va 692 

Haggerty,  Peter.    Correspuodence  with  D.  L.  Braino 346 

Haines,  Edward  L. 

Mentioned 679,680,693,709.768 

Report  of  seizure  of  schooner  Harford 679 

Hainey,  Henry.     Mentioned 463 

Hale,  Jolm  P.    Mentioned S09 

Hale,  V7illlam  H.     Mentioned B81 

Hall,  E.  J.     Correspoiideneo  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 .....       619 

Hall,  Jilson.     Mentioned 681 

Hall,  Joshua.     Mentioned 581 

Hall,  Korman  J.    Mentioned 223,346 

Halleck.  Henry  W^. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.8 67 

Mentioned 56,57 

Hamblin,  J.  E.    Correspondence  with  H.  Duryua 657 

Hamilton,  John  R.    Mentioned 136,138 

Hamilton,  Paul.     Mentioned 335 

Hamlin,  Hannibal.     See  Fice-Preiidtnt,  V.  B. 

Hammond,  Lemuel  'W.     Mentioned 619 

Hannum,  Josiata  A.     Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Washington  navy 

yard 503,504 

Hardee,  Mr.    Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Waehington  navy  yard..      644 


Pace. 

Hardy,  Benjamin.    Mentioned 679 

Harford,  Schooner.     Seizore  of 679-681,693 

Harmoay,  Tng.    Mentionejl 401 

Hanell,  Abram  D. 

Appointed  to  command 

Potomac  Flotilla 758 

U.S.  S.Miami 761 

AjBaunes  command  of  U.  S.  S.Union 695 

Correspondence  with 

Craven,  Thomas  T 694 

McCutcheon,  John  F 759 

Magaw,  Samiiel 750 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 710 

Mentioned 662, 695, 709, 723, 728, 730, 732, 741, 742, 748, 749, 751, 758, 768 

Relieved  of  command  of  Potomac  Flotilla 761 

Eeports  of. 

Aquia  Creek,  Va.     Constmction  of  earthworks  in  vicinity  of 756 

Maryland  Point,  Md.     Engagement  between  U.  S.  8.  Tbomaa  Freeborn 

and  battery  opposite 749 

Mathias  Point,  Vu.    Erection  of  battery  at 730 

Potomac  Flotilla.     Engagement  between  veuels  of,  and  battery  on 

Freestone  Point,  Vo.,  September  25, 1861 690 

Potomac  Ri  ver.     Affairs  on 706,  728,  74 1,  744,  748,  755,  757, 758 

Quantico  Creek,  Va. 

Destmction  of  schooner  in 709 

Engagement  between  battery  on,  and  U.  S.  S.  Seminole 720 

Union,  U.  8.  8.    Condition  of 724 

Harriet  Iiane,  U.  S.  S. 

Convoy  and  protection  of  U.  S.  transporta 336,373 

Fitting  out  of,  for  relief  of  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C 228 

Mentioned 223,224.229,231,235,238,241,343,244,248, 

249,  251-256,  262, 273, 313,  322,  327, 347-349, 377, 390, 399, 414, 446. 606, 700, 
705,  721,  722-724,  727-730,  732, 733, 737, 741, 742, 746, 747, 749, 754, 758, 760 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 736 

Orders  for  movements 236,342,703 

Protection  of  commerce 372 

Harriet  Lane,  Vessel.     Mentioned 400 

Harriiaan,  B.  T.    Correspondence  with  Garrett  J.  Pendergnist 324 

EarrlDgtoQ,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 762 

Harris, .     Mentioned 507 

Harris, .    Mentioned 122 

Bairls,  Arnold  Q. 

Mentioned 593,594,715,751 

Reports  of. 

Scout,  U.  S.  schooner.    Captures  by 594 

Stafford  Mills,  Va.    Engagement  at 711 

Harris,  Francis.     Mentioned 581 

Hanis,John    Mentioned 299,409,424,484,489,589,625,635,842 

For  correspondence,  see  Marine  Corpt,  V.  S,,  CommaKdant  of, 

Harris,  Thomas  C.    Mentioned 208,231 

Harrison,  Oeorge  W. 

Appointed  to  command  Pinners  Point  battery 406 

Mentioned 308,401 

Harrow, .    Mentioned 56& 
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BartBtenn,  Ronry  J. 
t'iirri'*piiiu\i<nca  with 

UwiiircKiirtl,  (».  T *...., 262 

Po«livr,\V.Q 260,261 

Mpiillmuxl 226,247,252 

Kojiort  of  ovivtMifttiou  of  Port  Sumtor,  8.  C 2»i3 

Bailatiff,  Ooorgo  L.     M«iitloiic«l 107 

Rat  wood,  Andrew  A. 

('iinf<<ip«iiil«iii'it  wKli  Na»y  1  lopartmont,  U.  8 190 

Mmitl.in.Ml 363 

Riukiu,  Deivjamlu  r.    MMitionml...... S8& 

■Baaklii,  Joaeph  A. 

I        i\<rr»>»i»>iuU'uri' with  Knooh  U.  Pairott 585 

I        Moi\li>ni<>.l 4'.'2, 587, 591 

blaawaU,  Gkiuvonour  K.    MeutionM 385 

^■■wkliia,  Albert  M.    <'orrm]Hm(l<<nc«  with  Joaeph  R.  Flonigan 613 

*B»yB*, .    MwiU.wod 105 

■•yn*.  R.    MkhUoiumI ,,. 427 

■•7a.A.  J.    Ci>rnvi)K>ii(l«n<>«  with  Kavy  Department,  IT.  8 26( 

■amaWL  Samoel  r. 

ytrr»>«pi»ml«>Ho*  wltli  Garrett  J.  PeudFrnrraat 4,  IS 

,»utii»n«Hl K,88,97 

iUmwI  of  r«>mman<l  of  l'.  S.  S.  INtcahoutaa 70 

tlMiBdwaidC.    MeutiunM SS 

,  Mr.    M«atl«Md SOB 

.   OsH.    M«ttUoMd 1ULS99 

■«ttk.r.  A.    OonMipeBd«A««  with  Jeseph  R.  F1anic**> 613 

■•••bowM  *  Oa>    Oom«poad(«c«  with  TkoMaa  T.  Cra%-«a 578 

■•It.  Oaa|>«r.    Sea  Oiyir  B^  Sekmrntr. 

rrlrate.    Mentioaed Xn 

CtariMJ.    MwlioMiA « 

8lii|k    M«nti«Md M5 

*Oo.    )l«ili«M4 ^ SIC 
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Bitch,  Marcellus.    Mentioned ^^^^^^^ 693 

Hitchcock,  Robert  B.     M«utioue<l 327 

Hitchcock,  Robert  E.     Mentioned 580,681 

Hedges,  James  G.     Meutioueil 301,309 

HoUins,  Pred.  H.     Mentioned 555 

Hollins,  Oeorge  N. 

Extracts  from  notes  coucerning  captare  of  steamer  St.  Nicholas 553 

Mentioned 555 

HoUiDS,  George  N.,  jr.     Mentioneri 555 

Holmes,  Mr.     Mentioned 776 

Holmes,  Isaac  Edward.    Mentioned 217 

Holmes,  Le^^is.    Testimony  concemjDg  surrender  of  Pcnsacoln  na^-}-  yard..        43 
Holmes,  TheophlluB  H. 

Corroapoudence  with  War  Department,  C.8 551 

Mentioned 500,552,686 

Reports  of. 

Mathias  Point,  Va. 

Affair  at,  Jniie  27, 1861 542 

Descent  on,  ,luue35,  1861 534 

St.  Nitbolas,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  June  29, 1861 552 

Holt,  Joseph.    Mentioned 246 

For  correspondence,  see  rPnr  Deparlment,  P.  S. 

Holton,  William  C.    Correspondence  with  JoHepb  M.  Klauignn 613 

Home  Squadron. 

Condition  of.    Report  of  Garrett  J .  Pendergrast 68,266 

Funds  for.     Report  of  Garrett  J.  Pendergrast 86 

luHufficiency  of.     Report  of  Garrett  J.  PendergniKt 343,354,357 

List  of  captures.     Report  of  Garrett  ■).  Peudergriist 3'J3 

Means  of  oomuiunication  witli  Navy  Department,  U.  8.    Report  of  Garrett 

J.  Pendergrast 67,68 

Operations  and  movements  of. 
Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 76,358,359 

Pendergrast,  Garrett  J 70 

Report  of  Garrett  J.  Pendergrast 66,69,86,87,266,35,5 

Request  for  suitable  tiagship  for 26.S 

Tender  for  tl,i;.'Hbip.     Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S 350 

Todd,  Henry  D.    Appointed  Hag-lieutenant 377 

Transfer  of  flag  of.     Report  of  Garrett  J.  Pendergrast 68,86 

Vessels  constituting 302,354 

Hoodlesa,  John,     lieport  of  condition  and  progress  of  work  upon  stoniucr 

Fulton 217 

Hooe,  A.  B. 

Burning  of  residence  of 533,534 

Mentioned ."wS,  682 

Hooe,  E.  B.     Mentioned 630 

Hooker,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 739,742,743,753 

Mentioned 731,743,750 

Hope,  James  Barron.     Correspondence  with  Garrett  J.  Pendergrast 360 

Hopklna,  Alfred.    Mentioned 155,382 

Hopkins,  J.  H.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Hopkins,  William  R.    Mentioned 393 

Horta.  A.  &  P.     Correspondence  with  Henry  A,  Adams S* 

Hotchklss,  Henry  S.     Correspondence  with  Joseph  R,  Flanigan ''^^ 


Hotchkiss,  ^^Uliam  J.    Mentioned (JTii 

Hoivard,  Charles.    CotreBpoudeace  with  W.  W,  Hunter 316,317 

Ho^ivell  Cobb,  V.  S.  schooner. 

Engagement  at  Mathias  Point,  Va 715 

Mentione<l 509,527,578,596,570,658 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 074 

Orders  for  inorements 673 

Rumor  of  intended  attack  upon 678 

Howell,  Edward.     Mentioned 581 

Ho^^son,  H.  L. 

Mentioned 454,670,765,766 

Report  of  convoy  and  protection  of  U.  8.  transports 455 

Howland  &  Aspinwall.    Mentioned 349 

Hudson,  Captain.     Mentioned 393 

Hudson,  Edward  McK.     Mentioned ...."..........».*„ 244,249,252 

Hudson,  William  L.     Mentioned 344,385 

For  correspomlenee,  see  Kary  yard,  Botton,  Commandant  of. 

Huger,  Al&ed.    Mentioned 247 

Huger,  T.  B.     Correspondence  with  G.T.Beauregard 262 

Hughes,  John  T.    Mentioned 581 

Hughes,  Aaron  K.    Mentioned 319,  3«t 

Hughes,  Ben.    Mentioned 603 

Hughes,  John.     Mentioned 681 

Hugh  Jenkins,  Steamer. 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 657 

I'urehiuse  of 665 

Hull,  Isaac.    Mentioned 329 

Humphrey,  C.  H.    Mentioned 38o 

Hunt,  Captain.     Mentioned 501 

Hunt,  Edward  B.    Mentioned 83 

Hunt,  George.     Mentioned 681 

Hunt,  Henry  J,     Mentioned 107.142 

Hunt,  James  P.     Mentioned 5.55 

Hunt,S3rmmes  H.     Mentioued 385 

Hunter,  Robert.    Testimony  oonoemiug  surrender  of  Pensacola  navy  yard ...        42 
Hunter,  R.  M.  T. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.8 213 

Mentioned 74 

Hunter,  T.  T. 

Coirespondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 407 

Mentioned 327 

Hunter,  WUliam  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Falls,  M.N 287 

Howard,  Charles 316.317 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 314,316 

Reports  of. 

Fort  McHenry,  Md.     Measnres  for  protection 316 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.     Meajinres  for  protection 383,2K>,286 

Huntington,  Charles  L.     Mentioned 385 

Huntington,  Robert  P.     Mentioned 381 

HuntsvUle,  U,  S.  8. 

Chartered  by  U.  8.  OoTemment 331 

Mentioned ,„,. 165,176,177,180-183,197,199.201,209,347 

Orders  for  movements 158, 162, 164 


388.474 
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Bard,  John  R.     Mentioned (TTS,  674 

Burry,  James  C.     Montinned......... 56(1 

Huselman,  Mrs.    Meotioned 563 

loe  Boat,'  Steniner. 

Conilitiou  and  no<)d«  of 502,619,678,748,754 

Eo(;ageuit'Dt  with  Confpderiite  batt«rie8  at  mouth  of   Potomav  Creek, 

August  23,  1863 632-631,638 

Kittiuuout  of 319,372 

Letter  of  tbunka  for  use  of 757 

MoiitioueU 321, 334, 373, 473, 47li,  477. 529, 

557, 576,  .582, 583, 606-607. 611, 666, 728, 731,  732, 741,  744,  755,  756, 766-768 

Operationa,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 667 

Orders  fur  movenients 

Parker.  Koxbull  A. 

Appoiutt'd  (o  command 

Helievcd  of  comniaud 

Pattisoii,  Tliomax,  appoint«d  to  command 627,028 

Petition  of  crew 613 

Return  of,  to  owners 751,  75'1 

Illinois,  r.  .S.  traiiHp.irl.     Mentioned 123,  125,126,140-142,151,155,209 

lugalls,  Rufus.     M<>iitioiie4l 107 

iDgraham,  Duncan  N. 
CorieapoiideiHii  with 

AdaiiiB,  Henry  A 104 

Lynrli,  W.  K 4 774 

Mentioned 116,127,137,211 

Irwin.  John. 

Kiptanutton  of  absence  from  duty 81.82 

MentiontMl 10.33,36,49,210.289,291 

TtvBtiiiiooy  conrerning  surrender  of  Peusacola  navy  yard 33-.% 

Isabel,  .Steamer.     Mentioned 3,260,255 

lahenvood.  Benjamin  F. 

CiptTivipiuideuce  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 276 

Mcntiout-d 186,276,277,300 

Report  of  measures  for  protection  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 280 

laland  Belle,  V.  S.  S. 

Collision  with  I'.  8.  S.Jacob  Bell 702 

Enytaneinmit  at  Stafford  Mills,  Va 711 

Mentioned 6Vi.  fifrf),  G77,  700,  702,  711,  715,  731,  737, 741,  748,  760-7.52, 758, 768 

OporafiiJiis,  etc.,  in  Potoniiic  liiver 737 

J.  R.  Griffiths,  Schooner.     Mentioned 

J.  R.  Thompson,  Steamer.     Mentioned 

J.  'W.  Maltland,  Schooner.     Rescue  of 

Jaclcsoii,  Albert.     Mentioned 

Jacksou,  Kelly.    Mentioned 

Jacob  BeU,  1'.  S.  8. 

Collision  with  U,  S.  S.  Island  Belle 

Engageluent  with  Confederate  batteries  at  Kreestone  Point,  Va.,  Septem- 
ber 25,  1861 6a8.«>l 

Engagement  with   Confederate  batteries  at  month   of  Potomac  Creek, 

August  23,  1861 632-634,638 

Expedition  to  St.  Mary's  River,  Md 7(M 

McCrea,  K.  P.,  assumes  command  of 631 

Mentioned 836,628,663,666,678,708,767,768,770 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 663,686,760 


674 
396 
564 
737 
764 

702 
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/«BM,  WlUltm  B. 

JammAOt/u.v.K.ttmtpoit.    UmtUmtA a30,t» 

/ajDe«  Ouy,  HtMiiMr, 

M'utiuuMl 4aB,478,475,<77,485,488»B3S,S61.578,S74,eQeiTH 

<^ Orders  Cur  luovetueato..., 503, .VM. MS 

K»i>iureuf 472,475,  UW 

JaiiMn  J«rom«,  Kuanuir.    Mcntlooad ••••>•»•.... 42^073 

Jamea  Mttrray,  I'.  H.  tof;. 

Cutiilitioo  and  musAd  u( 710 

UautiuiiMl 688, 672, 690, 7U,  716, 159,  TOS 

Oritvri  for  luiivismenta 707 

Jamei  River,  Va.    Kortifioation  of.    Orden  and  inatmctioiu,  Robert  E.  L«e.      4M 

Jameii  BItldmore,  81i>o|>.     M«ntton<»<l GW 

Janaa  Yeo,  Itritiah  ahlp.    Mentiooed IM 

Jaoa  Wtlcht,  Sloop. 

(.'apt urn  of.............................................. GB4 

I'lMtriiotloDof 615-617 

'•|iiiiMiii  iiC  U.K.  nttornaj'  for  Dl«tri«t  of  Colofflbia  conoeming GM 

Jaffera,  WUJiam  tf. 

ApiK)liiti-il  to  >  iimtiiiiTKl  uliumxr  I'liiiiulHtphia 499 

CorreaponileiK-e  Willi  I'duiuitiKlaut  uf  WuliIuKton  navy  yard 439,449,455 

n«porU  of. 

Fort  WiMliliiKton,  M'l.     Meaanrea  for  protection 450 

I'liiladnlplilu,  Ht«uiiicr.    Cniuieor,  froiuWaalilngton,  D.  C,  to  New  York 

anil  nit  urn 483 

Jenkliia,  Hugh.     Hiw  /luijh  Jenlcini),  SUtamer. 

Jenklna,  Tbonituii  A     .Mi-iilionod 92 

Jeiikliia,  WlllUm.     Mnill.innl 577 

Jerome,  Jamoa.    ^w  .lamrt  .leronu,  SiMmmr, 

John  Clark,  Hhlp.     Mxiillon<»l 446 

John  Oiant,  HilioiiiiMr.     Mmitiunod 621 

John  H.  Roe,  Holinunor.     Meiitlouecl 209 

Jolin  Leuthall,  Hi'lio(iii«r.    Moutionod 671 

John  L.  liookwood,  V.  B,  8. 

Mniilionoil 678,677 

OriliTH  for  movomrnta 691 

John  McAdain,  8rhonunr.     Mnntionod.... 429 

#obii  MoCabe,  Suliominr.    Cnpdirn  of 687 

Sebn  Rowlett.  Krhnoiinr.     M<Miiiiiiifiil 515 

Tohn  Wilaon,  Kdioonur.     Menliouoti 679 

Johna,  William  B.     .M«nli<nin(l 107 

Johnaou,  Mr.     M«ntloni'il 60i 

Johnaon,  Alexander.     Mmitioiitiil 640,641 

Jobnuon,  Andrew  W.     M('iitic>ni«il 293 

Johnaon,  Henry  L.     Mfiitioiii'il 3W 

Johnaon,  John.     M«iiltoiio<l 506,6l<0 

Johnaon,  Mortimer  L,     Mrntinnod 386 

Jonea, .     Mniit  lonnd 674, 679 

Jonea,  Mi.     Mtmtlomiil 98,99 

Jonea,  Cuptnlii.     .Mnitlonod 330 

Jonea,  I)r.     .Mi'iitloimil 622 

Jonoa,  Cateaby  ap  R, 

(%irr<wpiinil4incr  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 403 

Moiitloni'il 399,400,404 

Jonea,  C.  M.    <  'orroiipomloucio  with  Thumaa  T.  Craven 678 


Jones,  David  R.  Faga. 

Corresiiondfuce  with  Henry  J.  Hurtatcne 263 

Mentioned 263,772 

Jones,  J.  D.    Correspondenrie  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 186, 192 

Jones,  James  K.    Correspondonco  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Jones,  Meriwether  P.    Mtmtioned 155 

Jones,  R.  C.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Klauigan 613 

Joues,  Randolph.     t'orrcBpondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Jordan,  Charles  W.     Moutioned 273 

Jordan,  Marshall  P.     Meiitiouud 201 

Jordan,  Thomas.    CorreHpotidence  with  George  H.  Terrett 481 

Josephine,  Schooner.     Mentioned 376 

Jouett,  James  E.    Permit  to  leavo  Ponsacola  navy  yard 59 

Juarez,  Benito.    Mentioned 68 

Judah  Se  Le  Baron.     Mentioned 161 

Juuken,  Mr.     Mentioned 606 

Kane,  Morris.     Stateuiont  concerning  the  seiznre  of  schooner  T.  J.  Evans 

and  esinpo  of  (Jeorge  Henry.. 650 

Kamak,  Steamer.     Muutiuued 349 

Katahdin,  Ship.     Mentioned 206 

Kate,  British  brig.     Mentioned 208 

Kautz,  Albert.    ('orT«>H]>oiidonce  with  commandantof  Philadelphia  navy  yard.  382 

Kedar,  Cuuard  stconipr.     Mentioned 328,336,453 

Keen,  Christiana.     See  Chrinliana  Keen,  Schooner. 

Keige,  Edward  M.     Mentioned 152, 153 

Keltt,  Lawrence  M.     Mentioned 247 

Kell,  John.     Mentioned 41 

Kelly,  Charles.    CoiTeapondencu  with  Joseph  R.  Flauiguu 613 

Kelly,  Peter.     Mentioned 695 

Kellogg,  Edward  N.     Mentioned 385 

Kellogg,  John.     Mentioned 541 

Kelty,  Mary  Ann.    See  Marn  Ann  Kelty,  Schooner. 

Kempff,  LoiUs.     Mentioned 384 

Kennedy,  C.  H.     Report  of  roconnoinsonce  of  Potomac  River 775 

Kennedy,  John.     ConeBpondenee  with  .loseph  R.  Flani{y;an 613 

Kennedy,  John  A.     CorrrMpondence  with  State  Department,  11.  S 685 

Kentucky  Troops.    Mentionwl.    Infantry — Regiments:  2d(.Soo»  ti/e  Guardi), 
673,  674. 

Kerr, .     Mentioned .556 

Kerr.  "William  H.    Mentioned 771,774 

Kettle  Bottom  Shoals,  Potomac  River. 

Removal  of  huoys  from.     Roportofcommondunt  of  Washington  navy  yard.  431 
Replaeiug  of  buoyH. 

Orders  nnd  iuMtriirtlons. 

Navy  Department,  IT.  ft 431 

Navy  yard,  WaMhingtou,  Commandant  of 436 

Reports  of 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 438 

Sproston,  J.  Glendy 441 

Key,  ■ .     Mentioned 507 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D. 

Correspondence  with  Harvey  Brown 145 

Mentioned 107,122 

Keystone  State,  Steamer. 

Charter  and  fitting  ont  of 283,287 

Condition  and  needs  of 428 
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Keystone  State,  Steamer — Contioaed.  I'aga. 

Cniise  from  WssbiDgton  navy  yard  to  New  York  and  return 440,  4<»3 

Mentioned 303,  3W,  3L'0,  344,  348,  373,  425, 441, 442 

OperationH,  etc.,  in  destmotion  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 291,293 

Orders  for  movements 298,  299,  323,  365,  444, 503 

Trcuibard,  Stephen  I).,  appointed  to  command 318 

Key  West,  Fla.     Measnrrs  for  protection. 
Commnnications  from 

Brown,  Harvey 121,  143 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 3,83,  142 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 82,162 

Totten,  Joseph  O 8S 

Orders  and  iimtructions. 

Browu,  Harvey 133 

Craven,  T.  Augnstns 4 

Navy  Department,  I!.  S 75, 89 

Proclamation  of  President,  U.  8 163 

Eeports  of 

Adiimn,  Honry  A 144 

Brown,  Harvey 145 

Craven,  T.  Augndtns 3,65,  102,147 

Kill  von  Kull,  Steamer.    Mentioned 331,432,451,453,458 

King,  James  W.    Mentioned 293,294 

King,  S.  O.     See  S.  G.  Ei«g,  Schooner. 

King,  ■William  M.    Meiitionod 373 

King  Philip,*  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 745 

Kinsale,  Va.     Expedition  to.    Report  of  Thomas  T.  Craven 604 

Kitchen,  John  8.    Mi-ntioned 419 

Klassen, .    Mentioned 287 

Knapp,  C.  P. 

Correspondence  with 

WaUter,  W.  8 93 

Watson,  Joaiab 6 

Mentioned 6.89,93 

Knight,  H.     Mentioned 618 

KresBler,  Jacob.     Mentioned 581 

Lacy,  Richard.     See  Richard  taey,  Vettel. 
Lady  Davis,  C.  S.  S. 

Fitting  out  of 260 

Orders  for  movements 260-262 

Lamar,  C.  A.  L.     Correspondence  with 

Lanmr,  0.  B 257 

State  Department,  C.  S 257 

Lameu:,  Q-.  B.     Correspondence  with  C.  A.  L.  Lanmr 267 

Lamberton,  W.  H.     Meutioiiod. 

Lamdin,  James  F.    Mentioned  . 

Lamdin,  William  J.    Mentioned  . 

Lamon,  Ward  H.    Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Washington  navy 

yard 

Lamson,  Ros^^ell  H.    Mentioned 

Lancaster,  Steamer.     S<'izure  of 397 

Lancaster,  Mr.     Mentioned 

Lane,  John.     Mentioned 

Lane,  Harriet.    See  Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S. 
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L^ng.  William.     Mentinneil 681 

Iiapgdon,  liOomla  L.     M>-iilioiied 80, 116 

Langley,  N.  B.     rorrcBiioiuloiico  with  Tliomiis  T.  Cravco 578 

Langley,  'Walter.     Correuiiomleiieo  with  'I'hiiiiiMH  'V.  Cr.ivpn 578 

Iiaugly,  H.  M.     Corresjiondwncr  with  Th<iin:iH '1.  Cruvcu 578 

Lanpan,  John.     Corrpspomh'Dfo  with  .loHrjih  IJ,  Fliiiiiffiin. 613 

Lardner,  James  L.     i-'or  corrnHpondeuco,  see  iVoi'j/  yard,  J'kiladeljiliia,  Com- 
inilndanl  of. 

Iiarraour,  R.  B.     MontioiieU 495 

IiBughliu,  James.     Mentiotipd 565 

Uaura.  BcbooHcr. 

PertiUt  lo  mil  on  Potoiniio  River  uancelcd 693 

Sriiuroof 393 

IiaTalette,  Elle  A.  P.     Mentioned 19 

LaMTTence,  Hiram.     Corresjiondenoo  with  Joseph  I{.  Flauig:iii 613 

Iia^vrrenoe,  JotiQ.     Prtition  for  dama<;i-B  in   the  cane  of  tho  dostrnction  of 

sloop  .laut)  Wright 616 

Laws,  Elijah.    Mrntioiiod... 232 

Lbtvs,  James.     MfUtioucd 232 

La^vson,  James.     Mi'iitiune^l 667,668 

Ziavrtou,  Elbridge.    TeHtimony   couceruing    anrrcndcr  of   I'eDsacola   navy 

yard 27-30,31 

I>aycock,  'William.    Mp.ntioued 647, 618 

lie  Baron,  >tr.     Mentioned 137 

Lee,  George  'W.  C.     Moiitiom-d 410 

I>ee,  Robert  E. 

CorrfapoiHl*^ni;e  witli 

Coi'k.',  IMiilipSt.  G 771 

lloluie.s,  T.  H 512 

Tiilfott,  Andrew 404 

Talijiffiro,  William  B 381,406 

Whittle,  William  C 382 

Mentioned 402,404,405,407,774 

Lee,  Samuel  Perry.    Mentiou«<l 491 

LefHer,  O.  R.  H.     Mentioned 590,  SM 

Lelar,  Henry,     Mentioned 682,692 

Leutbali,  Johu.     ConrHpondeTice  with 

Craven,  T.  Angnstus 198 

Nnvy  yard,  reuRaeoln,  Commandant  of 44,45 

Pendergrast,  O.-irrett  ,) 390 

Lentball,  Johu.     .See  John  LenihaU,  Schooner, 
Leon,  A.  B.     ^^ee  A.  H.  iMtn,  Sloop. 
Leonardtown  Md. 
Kcconnoisjianeo  of. 

Orders  and  instmetions,  Navy  Department,  U.  8 662 

Report  of  Thomas  T.  Craven 662 

Search  for  lu-ms  at. 

Ordnn  and  instrnctions.  Navy  Department,  tJ.  B 589,595 

Report  of  Thomas  T.  Cn»ven .588,595 

Leslie,  Robert.     F%ee  llobirt  I^tUe,  XJ.  S.  lug. 

Letcher,  Johu.     Meakioned 297, 301, 312, 313,  .-|53 

For  correspondence,  see  rirginia,  Oovemor  nf. 

Lewis,  George.     Mentioned 581 

Lewis,  Daliigerfield.     Mentioned HQS 

V  W  B— VOL  4 52 


Lewis,  Fielding.     Mentioned BG7, 

Lewis,  Henry  H. 

McutioniHl 413,551,553-564,771,771 

Report  of  rcconnoisgancc  iu  A(|niu  Creek,  Vii 771 

Lewis,  James.     Muutioued 2W 

Lewis,  Orlu.     Meutioiieil JM5 

Lewis.  Robert  F.  R.     ML>i)tioucd 115,208 

Lilbuni,  John  G.     Correspondence  w  ith  Thomas  T.  Cnv>'eu 578 

Lincoln,  Abraham.     See  Preaident,  I'.  S. 

Iiindenberger,  J.  H.     Arrest  of Ii02 

Lioness,  Tiij;. 

Mentioned 378,3»(i 

Seizure  of 397 

Livingston,  Mr.     Mentioned 21*2 

Liviugstou,  J.  W. 

Coriespondenco  witU 

Mygalt.J.P.  K 633 

Pricliett,  J.  M 639 

Mentioned 280, 291,  otiO,  572, 623, 637,  653,  717 

Reports  of. 

Carbart,  A.  B.     Capture  of (>37 

Dean,  William  T.    Capture  of &3 

Orders.     Receipt  of Rig 

Pembroke,  Gunboat.     Movements  of 637 

Lizzie  Dodge,  Sloop.     Mentioned 660 

Lloyd  Milton,  Schooner.     Mentioned al.'V.  637 

Locker,  James  B.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 578 

Lockett,  Henry.     Mentioned 611 

LockTvood,  John  L.     See  John  L.  Lockteood,  V.  S.  S. 

Lock^ood,  Samuel.     Meutionetl 644 

Logan,  Steamer.     Mentioned 459,465,470,473 

Lomax,  Tennent.     Mentioned i  25.27,28,30.31,58,60 

London  Times,  Correspondent  of.     See  Ituucll,  fl'illiam  H. 

Long,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 165.201,371 

Looker,  Thomas  H.    Report  of  supplies  for  vessels  in  vicinity  of  I'ensocola. 

Klu »6 

Louisiana.     Ulockude  of  coast  of.     See  Bluckade  of  SoutharH  porlt. 

Louisiana,  Steamer.     &Ieutioned 2(K 

Lov7e,  Professor.     Mcntioneil 562 

LoTwery,  A.  H.     Mentioned 225 

Lowry,  Philip  'W.     Mentioned 3K 

Lowry,  Reigart  B. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  8.  Freeborn 539 

Assumes  command  of 

U.S.  S. Thomas  Freeborn 545 

U.  S.  S.  Inderwriter 70(» 

Correspondeni-e  with 

Frank,  A.  J .->73 

Gray,  James  L 573 

Harris,  Arnold  G 594 

Rowan,  Stephen  C 539,548.549,^6,573 

Spencer,  C.B 646 

Storrow,  Samuel  A 591 

Mentioned 47»-J80, 493, 518, 520, 523, 537, 562, 564, 569, 571, 576, 588, 591, 700 
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Iio^rry  Reigart  B. — Coiitinned. 

»KeiiortH  of. 

A.  U.  l.coii,  Sloijp.     Cnptorfl  of 587 

Alexauilria,  Va.     Oefupatioii  of,  by  Union  troops,  May  24, 1861 479 

Clare,  William.     Dotention  of 592 

George  WetMiis,  Steamer.     Warn  iiig  given  to o72 

J.  W.  Maitliiud.  Scboonor.     Re«cii(!  of 504 

Paftsenger,  Sloop.     I>eHtriictiou  of 536 

St.  Nioliolas,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  June  29, 1861 549 

Scout,  U.  S.  Schoouer.     Captures  by 593,594 

Thomas  Freeborn,  U,  8.  S. 

CoiiilitidD  of 572 

0[K<rati(iii8,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 547,591 

Lull,  Edward  P.     Meiitionotl 392 

Lyell,  John  H.    Correspondenoe  vrjth  Navy  Dejiartinent,  U.  8 18(i 

Lynch,  W.  F. 

Correspoiidenee  with 

rridpricltHburg  News,  Editor  of  the 499 

Iiigraham,  Dnncan  N^ 774 

Mentioned »18, 401,  494,  498,531,773-775 

Report  of  ongaKcinent  between  batteries  on  Aqnia  Creek,  Va.,  and  ves- 

Rolsof  Potomac  Flotilla 495,496 

See  also  Xuri/  yard,  Xor/olk,  Commaiidant  of. 

Lyons,  Oeorge.     Mentioned 320 

McAdam,  John.     Sec  Juhn  McAdam,  ftckoontr. 

McAnulty,  John,    f^orreapondence  with  Joseph  K.  Klunigan 613 

McBlair,  WiUiam. 

Correspondcnee  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 405 

Mentioned 413 

McCabe,  John.     See  John  MrCahr,  Schooner. 

McCafferty,  Henry.     Correspnudence  with  .Joseph  K.  Flanigan 613 

McCafferty,  Patrick.     Mentioned 737 

McCann,  Mr.     Mentiotitd ^So 

McCaxin,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 204 

McCanii,  Henry.     Mentioned 581 

McCami,  'William  P.     Mentioned 209 

McCarthy,  'William.    Correnpondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

McCanley,  C.  S.     Mentioned .  266, 275, 276, 278. 280, 281, 289,  291,  292, 294-296,  :«)0-302 
For  corre-spondence,  see  Xavy  yard,  Norfoilt,  CommandaHt  of. 

McChenny,  "William.     Mentioned 638 

McCrlstal,  Edward.     Mentioned 581 

McClellan,  Oeorge  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Biidd,  William 611 

Di.\,J.A 057 

Meigs.  Montgomery  C 065 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 606,  656, 6M,  704, 726, 727, 739, 747 

Ment  ioned 605, 607,  634.  642,  f>.58. 661. 666, 670,  672, 682, 698,  742, 743 

McCleuaghan,  Robert.     Corrcspoudenoe  with  .loseph  K.  Flanigan 613 

McCluskey,  M.  'W.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  .S 501 

McCormick,  Alexander  H.     M(>ntionod 385 

McCormick,  'William  J.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

XblcCoy,  Hugh.     Mentioned 581 
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McCrea,  Edvrard  P.  Pagn. 

Abbiiiiich  I'oiiiiiiaiid  of  U.  S.  S.  Jacob  Itt-ll 131 

CorrcNiioiidence  with  John  P.  Oillis 689 

Mentioned 675,087,688,705,708,716,760,755 

Beporttt  of. 

Evauspoi't,  Vii.     Erection  of  butt<5rir«  at 686 

Potuiiiac.  riotillu. 

Kng:t.Ki'iiivut  butwueu  vuhscIh  of,  aud  ba,ttorio«  ou  I'otomac  Creek, 

AH);imt23,  1W!1 tSO 

Enguguiueut  hetweon  vessels  of,  aud  battery  on  KreeeUnut  Point, 

Vtt.,  Septembt-r  25,  18<il 689 

Operai.ioutt  and  movcmontaof 7W 

Virginia  coast.     Ingi>eotiun  of 603 

McCue,  William,     l^vleution  uf,  aa  prisoner 0O(X6iU 

McCutcheon,  Jobs  F. 

Correspoudcuce  with  A.  D,  U&rrell 759 

Muntioued 768 

McDevitt,  James.    Mentioned 3117,398 

McDowell,  Irviii.     Meutioued 5^9,380 

McElniell,  Jacksou.     .Montioaud 331 

McFarland,  John.     Mentioned 385 

McFarlaad,  Walter.     Mentioue<l 211 

McGarvey,  William.     Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Flanigan 61S 

McGary,  Charles  P.     Miutioucd 294 

McGleoBey,  J.  F.     Mentioned 690 

McGowau,  John.     Mentioned 246 

McGuigan,  John.     Mentioned HHl 

Mcnvane,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 332 

Mcintosh,  McQueen.    Mentioned 103 

Mcintosh,  Charles  ?. 

Mentioned • 401 

Report  of  xeizure  of  li^bt-houso  tender  Buchanan 971 

McKay,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 337 

McKay,  B.  F.     Correspondence  with  Tboraas  T.  Craven B78 

McKay,  Edward.     Correspondenco  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 013 

McKean,  W^illiam  W. 
Correspondencu  witli 

Adams,  Henry  A 133, 179,  IW),  194 

Drown,  ll;u-voy 180, 183 

Gibfion,  .\luxiinder . . 178,203 

Gelding,  I> 195 

Navy  Department,  U.S .Mi,  155,  367, 368 

Navy  yard,  Now  York,  Commandant  of 164,360,  ;<6ft-38d 

Poor,  Charles  H 190 

Mentioned 130, 133, 158, 1<?2,  la".,  175,  ISl,  183, 203,  206,  323,  344,  371,  374 

Reports  of. 

Gnlf  Blockading  .Squadron.     Operalions  and  niovemontH of 181,  196,200 

8nn thorn  ports.     DIookado  of .. 176 

McKetiuy,  Gteorge.    Meutiout'd -,...      538 

McKoDzie,  Lewis.     Corri'spoiidenee  with  Navy  Department,  U.S 630. 73ff 

McKeima.  John.     Mentioned 681 

McLaughlin,  Patrick.    Corrcspoudonce  with  Joseph  K.  Klanigiin 613 

McLean,  'WlUiam.    Mentioned .....w 399 

_     McLellan,  O.  M.     Mentioned ^ JflJ 

I    McLoud,  Francis.    Mentioned 233 
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Macedouian,  T'.  ^.  9hip.  P^ge. 

Mentionetl 85, 212, 26B,  3(>2 

Stoveineiite  of fi2,7ri,  76,(<<l.8fi 

Orders  for  miivsuH-ntg 6.  10,  li,67,  74,  76,78,  K7 

Macomb,  David  B.     Xlent.iomvl SdS 

Maddox.  Mr.     .M.iitione*! 603 

Maddox,  Joe.     MtMitiDiiod {Kla 

Maddax,  Tom.     Montiouad Glib 

Maffltt,  John  N. 

CorresiMiniUmce  with  Navy  l")op»rtnient,  U.  8 7,15,64 

Meutinneii 6,7.10,14,83,84 

Kepnrt  of  moveiuenta  of  U.  S.  S.  Crasader 10 

Magaw,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 668,670,702,730,749,751,757 

KeportH  lit. 

Henry  Smith,  Schooner.     Assistance  rendered  to 720 

'  Maryhiod  Point,  Hattery  opposite.     Enga!;eDient  with  U.  S.  8.  Thomao 

Krpeliorn 7.'>0 

Magee,  James.     For  ■■orrespondeni-e,  see  Afobile,  Ala,,  liritish  nelini/  eontul  al. 

Magruder,  A.  B.     Meiitioued 56 

Magruder.  Oeorge  A.     Corre«pondenc«  with  Snperlntendimt  of  U.  S.  Naval 

.Voiidomy 270 

Magruder.  John  B.     C'orrt>«jionilenc'e  with  H.  C.  Caliell 406 

Magruder.  'WriUiam  B.     .Mentiouod 564 

Maitland.  J.  W.     Se«  ./.  fV.  Maitland,  Schoouer. 

MaUory,  Stephen  R.     Meutionpd 74,  76,  77, 92, 98, 1 10, 125, 217, 5.">3 

For  ri*rre!<poiideuce,  see  iVot*i/  DeixirtmenI,  C,  S. 

Manley,  Henry  De  H.     Mentioned 1H7 

Maunar,  J.  B.     Corrrsjxmdenco  witli  Winfield  Scott 53'i 

Manuiug,  Peter.     .Men tinned ."ioo 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  P.     Mentione<l 448,  477,  573, 62» 

Marbuiy .  Leonard.     CorreBjtondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 703 

Maroy,  Randolph  B. 

Mencionnd 712,714 

Report  of  afl'airs  on  Potomac  River 712 

Marcy,  Samuel.     Mentioned 254,255 

Margaret,  Vessel.     <.'ai>tnri<  of 555 

Marine  Corps.  U.  S.     Cooperation  of,  in  battle  of  Hull  Run. 

Orders  and  instrnctioas,  Navy  I>opurtnient,  U.  S 579 

Reports  of 

MariiM'  Corps,  U.S.,  Commandant  of 579 

Reynolds,  Ucorge  J . 580 

Marine  Corps,  U.  S.,  Commandant  of.    Correspondence  with 

Navy  l)ei>iirti)ient,  U.  B 5,  73,  263,  2«5,  409,  41.-.,  KU),  48.5, 579, 585,  625,  flS."-.,  693 

Reynolds,  .Uhn  G 580 

Slack,  WilUam  U 6 

Taylor,  A.  S 409 

Watson,  J 73 

Marion,  U.  S.  transport.    Mmitioned 320,  .135,462 

Marlborough  Point,  Va.     Exehan<;e  of  shots  lietween  battery  on,  and  vessels 

of  IVjtom.io  Flotilla.     Report  of  Thotnas  T.  Craven 590 

Marley,  Joseph.    Corrcsp<milence  with  Joseph  K.  Kliuiigan 613 

Marqois  of  Havana,  Steamer.     Mentioned 165 

MarshaU.  Mr.     Mentioned a50,651 

Marshall,  Ship.     Mentioned "^ss- 

MarshaU,  Charles  H.    M«ntione<i o-,2&,'i*»<^'*** 
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Marston,  John.  P^a. 

Corri'^iiutKleuoe  with  Oarrett  J.  Peadergmut 15 

Meutiouert 389,300,452 

Keport  of  measureii  for  protection  of  Norfolk  navy  yard .       279 

Martha 'Washington,  Schooner.     Mentioned 768 

Martha  WTiitmore,  Ship.     Mentioned 428 

Marvin,  Joseph  D.     Mentioned 368 

Marvin,  ■WTiUlam.     Mentioned 90,  103 

Mary  and  Virginia,  Schooner.     Seizure  of S93 

Mary  Ann  Kelty,  .Schooner.    Mentioned 515 

Mary  Clinton,  Schooner.     Capture  of 188,189,208 

Mary  Grey,  Sloop.     Capture  of 598 

Mary  Jane,  Britiah  aclioouer.     Mentioned 205 

Mary  Pierce,  Vessel.     Capture  of 554,555 

Mary  Rogerson,  Hritish  burk.     Mentioned 209 

Mary  Washington,  .St<'auier.     Mentioned 5.53,  ."itiO,  570 

Maryland,  Sitjiimor.     Mentioned 319,  394,  395, 398,  :i99 

Maryland,  Sloop.     Seizure  of 681 

Maryland,  Governor  of.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 617 

Maryland  Point,  Va. 

Engugeiuent  lietween  vessels  of  Potomac  Flotilla  and  liuttcrieA  oppoHite. 
Reports  of 

^m  Cliiry,  Albert  G 743 

^^P  Harrell,A.  D 749 

^^^^  Ms(;aw,  Samuel 750 

^^^       Suspicious  stores  at. 

^^^^  Discovery  of.     Report  of  St«phon  C.  Rowan 520,521 

^^^^^^^      Disposition  of.     Orders  uud  instruct  iuns. 

^^^^^^ft  Rowan,  Stephen  C 523 

^^^^^^F  Niivy  Department,  U.  S 523 

^^^^r  Seizure 

^^^  Orders  and  instructions.  Navy  Department,  U.  8 521 

Report  of  Stephen  C.  Rowun 521,523 

Maryland  Troops.    Meulioued.     Infantry — Maryland  Zonaves,  555. 

Mason,  Mr.     Mentioned 729 

Mason,  Charles.     Mentioned 683 

Mason,  Randolph  F.     Mentioned 291 

Mftsaachusetts,  U.  S.  S.     Orders  for  movements 173 

Massachusetts  Troops.    Mentioned.    Infantry— Regiments:  3<1,  292,  293;  Uth, 
319;  8th,  398;  Devins's  Rifle  Unttalion,  395. 

Matagorda,  Steamer.     Mentiouu<l 165 

Matagorda  Bay,  Texas.     Alfuirs  iu.     Report  of  J.  H.  Strong 103 

Matanzas,  U.  8.  transport.     Mentioned 458,460.461 

Mather,  S.  W.    Correspondence  with  Garrett  J.  Pendergrast 359,369,388 

Mathias,  Bonaparte.     Mentioned 681 

Mathias  Point,  Va. 

All'airut,  ,)ane27,  1861. 

Cuaualtios 638 

Orders  ;ind  iuatructious. 

Navy  Department,  IJ.  S 541 

Ward,  James  H .538 

Beports  of 

Chaplin,  .1.  C 539 

llulme.-.,  T.  H 543 

May..,  Ko.  M TM, 

Moore,  J.  W 641 
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Mathiaa  Point,  Va. — Continned.  Pa^^e. 

Affair  at,  June  27,  1861. 
Reports  of 

Parker,  FoxliallA 536 

Rowan,  Stepbeu  C 537,539 

Buggies,  Daniel 542 

Action  at,  October  11,  1861.    Reportof  A.  J.  Frank 715 

Closer  blockade  of,  urged 670,671 

Deacent  on,  June  25, 1861.    Reports  of 

Budd,  William 533 

Holmes,  T.  H 534 

Erection  of  batteries  at. 
Communications  from 

Benson,  J.  B 623 

Ingraham,  Duncan  N 774 

Reports  of 

Craven,  Thomas  T 668 

Harrell,  A.  D 730 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  commandant  of 731 

Necessity  for  occupation  of,  by  Union  troops. 

Communication  from  Kavy  Department,  U.S 628 

Report  of  Thomas  T.  Craven 676 

Reconnoissance  of.    Reports  of 

Rowan,  Stephen  C 635 

Street,  William  T 751 

Request  for  troojis  to  assist  in  clearing  undergrowth  ftom 633 

Maturity,  Vessel.    Detention  of 656 

Maull, 'WilUam  N.    Escape  of,  from  Norfolk,  Va 304 

Maury,  Dabney  H.    Correspondence  with  R.  M.  Cary 633 

Maury,  John  M.    Mentioned 552,553,555 

Maury,  J.  8.    Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 406 

Maury,  Richard  L.    Mentioned 556 

Maury,  'William  L. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  St.  G.  Cocke 772 

Mentioned 772,773 

Maxwell,  Mr.     Mentioned 713 

Mazvrell,  James  Q-.     Mentioned 156 

Mayo,  Ro.  M. 

Mentioned 542,543 

Report  of  affair  at  Mathias  Point,  Va.,  June  27,  1861 544 

Meade,  Richard  'W. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 162 

Mentioned .'      373 

Meeks,  Captain.    Mentioned 393 

Meiere,  Julius  E.    Mentioned 469 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 120 

Brown,  Harvey .'...  122,123,140,142 

Craven,  T.  Augustus 3 

McClellan,  George  B 665 

Porter,  David  D 123 

Totten,  Joseph  (} 83 

Mentioned 3,4,76, 

83, 107,  111,  112, 121, 123, 124, 132, 173, 174, 204, 211, 234, 238, 2SR»,^i»^.'»*' 
Report  of  measures  for  protection  of  Fort  Pickens,  Fla 
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Mercer,  Samuel.  ^^^^^^^  P«««. 

CorrcsjioiidtMice  with 

Navy  Deimrlmciit,  U.8 227,235 

PenUt-rgrust,  Ourrett  J 15,87 

Men t  i.  .ii«d 68, 80, 87, 10«.  1 12. 128,  22(5, 230-232, 234, 230-24  J ,  344, 349-253,  3tt; 

Kelieved  of  eouiiuaiKl  of  U.  S.  8.  PowUatau lOH 

Itopurt  of  luovoments  of  U.  S.  8. 1'owlialan JtiS 

Menimack,  U.  S.  8. 

Allien,  J  anii'S,  api>uiDte(l  to  oooiiiianil 776 

Uetentioii  of,  at  Norfolk  Navy  Yard 280 

Meutiom-d 281, 301,  SO.'.  a>4 

OnlerB  for  removal  of,  from  Norfolk.  V».,  to  PhiliKleliibiu,  l*tt 27r>,  276,  300 

Fittiiii;  out  of 274, 276. 277, 2«0.  300 

Scuttliii>;  iiiul  abandonment  of 2S8-21I8,  305.  306 

Mervine, 'William.     Xlentioneil I(i7,  172,  175,  203 

Mexico.    Alfttirs  in.     CouiiuunicationM  from  (farrett  .1.  I'endvrjjtraat 68,73 

Mexico,  V.  S.  minister  to.     Correajiundenee  with  Garrett  .1.  I'enderijrast 72 

Miami.  I'.S.S.     A.  D.  Harrell  appointed  to  command 781 

Middletou,  A.  O.     Mentioned 9 

Middleton,  'W.  H.     8ee  M'.  Ji.  ilidiiUloM,  Smack. 

MUburne,  Joseph.     CorrcMpondenca  with  Thouvas  T.  Craven ...       578 

Miles,  James  H.     Corros|iondenee  wiih  Thnmus  T.  Craven 578 

Miles,  William  Porcher.     Mi-ntionod 263 

Miller,  Captain.     MentioiH'il 421 

Miller,  J.  N.     Ananines  command  of  U.  S.  brig  Perry tSMJ 

Miller,  M.     Munliomul 385 

Milligau,  Ca[it»in.     CrirrcHpiindenve  with  A.  U.  fairfax 406 

Mills,  Captain.     MeutiiHied 3H3 

Milsted.  James.     Moiitioiii'd (tSS 

Miltou,  Lloyd.     .See  Lluiid  Milton,  Sokoouer. 

Minnesota,  U.  8.  8.     Mentioned 140,  153, 356,  302,  336,  367,  36U,  3!)0,  465,  «KI6 

Minor.  James.     Mentioned 6<>7,668 

Minor.  Iievris  'W.     Mentiuued 407 

Minor,  Robert  D.     Mentioned 554,553 

Miramon.  Oeueral.     See  (ieitirat  iliramon,  liritish  ttisamtr. 

Miiamoi),  Miguel.     Mentiuneil 68 

Mississippi.     lilockade  of  luoHt  of.     See  Bluvkade  of  Suuthrrn  purt». 

Mississippi,  H.  S.  ,S.     Mentioned 172,203,302 

Mitchell,  Captain.     Mentionoil 427 

MitcheU,  Archibald  N.     Mentioned 3S4 

Mitchell,  Heb.     Mentioned KHO 

Mitchell,  R.  S.     Muuliouu<l 641 

Mitchell,  Walter.     Mentioned U80 

Mitchell,  W^ilUam.     Mentioned 194 

Mobile,  Steamer.     Mentioned It© 

Mobile,  Ala.,   British  acting  consul   at.     Correspondence  with   David  D. 

PorUT 185 

Mohawk,  U.  8.  S. 

Condition  and  nr-nil»  of 69,106,  139 

Convoy  to  trauflpurt  ateamer  Kmpii'n  City )i4, 101.  106 

Mentioned 4,79,126,127,147,155.156.164.179.1^0-183.197.303 

Movements  of 93. '.«!.  103.  139.  153 

OperatioiiN.  etc..  in  defeiiHe  of  Forts  Taylor  and  Jefferson,  Kla 3,65,  69,82.83 

Orders  for  movements 65,75,90. 146,  163 

Preparation  of.  for  ronvoy  dn*y 91 

8trou)^  James  H.,  appointed  to  comiuand 89 
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Monoure,  ITelly.    Mentu>m>d 

MoDtgomery,  U.  8.  S. 

Movomonta  of I!10 

Orders  for  movements , 175 

Moatgomery,  'WiUiam  R. 
Gorrespondenoc  with 

Hogt'orty,  K.S 683,892 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 661 

Montioneil 660, 064, 6K} 

Montlcello,  Brig.    Capture  of 554 

MontlceUo,  U.  S.  S. 

liruiuB,  D.  L..  appointed  tooommaud ad4 

Chttrtereil  by  t!.  S.  Government 321 

Couditiou  and  needs  of 351 

Convoy  and  proteotion  of  U.S.  transporta 3^,331 

Mentioned 325,328, 

332,  833, 330,  338,  339,  346-348,  354,  35ft,  357.  SBS,  3«»,  381, 388,  432, 463,  i6r> 

Movementaof 339,354 

Orders  for  movemenU 324,325,338,361,358.869.388 

lieconuoUsout'tKi  of  Buwell'a  Point  and  ElUabetli  River,  Ya 365,  357 

Moore,  Isaac.    Meutlonod _ w..      581 

Moore,  iL  B.     I'or  ctirreHpondonce,  see  Alabama,  Oovemorof. 
Moore,  Bramley.     Sue  Ilramley  Moore,  Britiiih  »hip. 

Moore,  J.  W.     Kupurt  uf  affair  at  Mutbiaa  Point,  Va.,  June  27,  1861 ,541 

Mobre,  Thomas  O. 

Correapou4enco  with 

Andrews,  Captain _ 218 

Whitnuirf",  Captain 218 

Mentioned 165,211 

Morgan, .     Mentioned 160 

Morgan,  Dr.     Mentiouod 599 

Morgan,  Ed^^n  D.    Mentioned 318 

Morgan,  George  B.    Mentiimed 318,383,347 

Morgan,  Van  R.     Mentioned „..       2l>4 

Monjlng  Star,  Lout;t)oat. 

Capture  of 5tW 

0])iuiou  uf  U.  8.  attorney  for  District  of  Colnmbia  •ouceruiug 591 

P'ermit  to  run  on  I'otomao  Hivcr 502 

Rclense  of 5i6 

Morrill,  "W.    Mentioned... ,.- 9 

Morris,  Ml.    Mentioned , 427 

Morrla,  G^eorge  IT. 

Corrospondenoo  uUh  roouimndaut  uf  Washington  nary  yard 434 

Mentioned 293,284,186,477,(542 

Kttport  of  meattoiea  for  proteotlon  of  Fort  Waahtngton,  Md 436 

Morris.  William  W.     Mentioned 352,354,396 

Morrow,  Jacob.     CorresiKiudence  with  Joeeph  H.  Hauigan 613 

Mortimer,  John.     Mentioned 556 

Morton,  J.  St.  Clair.     Mentioned 396-338 

Moses,  I.     Report  of  affaim  on  Potomac  Biver &U 

Mount  Vernoq,  U.  S.  6.     (Side- wheel.) 

Abstract  ^B,  May  13-19,1861 170 

Condition  and  needs  of — ^ 428 

•       Fitting  ont  of... .„....„, > , ,,...,„^,..«7.;«1». 
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Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S.     (Side-wheel) — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned 42fi,  J39,447,  4r>2,455,'4-2,  177, 

486,  524, 528, 52i),  547,  MP,  556,  563, 564,  576,  607,  662,  74 1,  746,  762,  IGS,  765 

Name  of,  cIiaDgM  to  Monut  Washington 745 

Operations,  etc. 

Potomac  River 421.  425, 426, 4.53,  454, 462, 506, 516, 545, 600, 618,  721 

Rappahannock  Riyer  and  Indian  Creek 461-468 

Orders  for  movements 413,  427.  448.  449. 459,  460.  .560,  705 

Passage  of  Confederate  batteries  on  Potomac  River  by 722 

Seizure  and  tniusferof.  to  Navy  Department.  US 416 

Mount  Vernon ,  U .  S .  S .     (Screw.) 

Assistance  rendered  clinrtered  steamer  Parkersbiirg 179 

Charterc<l  by  T^  .S.  Government 321 

Condition  and  needs  of 170, 171 

Detention  of,  off  Pensaeola,  Fla 199 

Mentioned 170-172, 

179,  196,  197,  199-201, 206, 207, 321, 317, 348, 560, 562, 571, 608, 705. 708 

Movements  of 171, 172 

Orders  for  movements 170 

Mount  Vernon,  Schooner.     Mentioned 611,627 

Mount 'Washington,*  U.S.8.    Mentioneil 745 

Mudd,  Mr.     Mentioned 427 

MttUany,  J.  R.  M. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Adams 201 

Mentioned 115,119,210,211 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  storeship  Snpply 204 

Murdaugh,  'WiUiam  H.     Mentioned 121,126,141,143,155 

Mure,  'William.     See  jV«ic  Orleani.  liritith  consul  at. 

Murpbey   'W.     Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven  578 

Murphy,  Charles  J.     Mentioned 073,674 

Murphy,  Peter  U. 

Mentioned 403 

Corrcsjioodeuce  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 403 

Murray,  Alexander. 

.\ppointed  to  commund  II.  S.  S.  Pocahontas 70 

Correspoi  ul  en  re  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 265 

Pendergrast,  Garrett  J 71,87 

Mentioned 87,255,266,300,302 

Report  of  movements  of  U.S.  S.  Pocahontas 264 

Murray,  James.     Mentioned 555 

Murray,  James.     >Seo  Jamm  ilvrray,  U.  S.  tag. 
Musgrave,  'William. 

Mentioned 29 

Testimony  concerning  surrender  of  Penmicola  navy  yard 31,32 

Mygatt,  J.  P.  K. 

Correspondence  with  Stephen  C.  Rowan 510,523 

Mentioned. . . .  374,  492, 506, 519, 522, 517, 549,  556, 56(),  5(3,  603,  610. 633,  640, 641, 698 
Reports  of 

Passenger,  Sloop.     Destruction  of 556 

Potomac  Flotilla.    Engagement  between  vessels  of,  and  batteries  on 

Potomac  Creek,  August  23, 1861 633 

Reliance,  U.  S.  S.    Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 604 

St.  Nicholas,  Steamer.    Captnre  of,  Jnne  29, 1861 549 
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Puge. 

Mystic,  Brij;.    Mentiunod 1W,205 

Nagle,  Mr.    Meiitiom'd 687 

Naile,  Frederick  J.     Mentioued  ...   385 

Naley,  Alfred.     Mentioned 680,681,715 

Nanjemoy  Post-Offlce,  Md.     Seizure  of  mail  luatU'r  at.     tMers  and  instruo- 

tions.  Navy  Department,  U.  S 631 

Nashville,  Stoaiuer.    Mcutioued 249,255,263 

Naval  Academy,  TT.  S. 
Details  from. 

Ordera  and  iaalructiuns,  Na\-y  Department,  IT.  S 315,377 

Reports  of 

Naval  jVcademy.Snperintendent  of 333,392 

Kodgers,  C.R.  P 381 

Early  graduation  of  llrst   class.     Report  of  Superiutoudent  of  Naval 

Academy  , 270 

Measures  for  protection. 
Communicatiunfl  from 

Na vul  Academy,  Superintendent  of 269 

Navy  Department,  U.  S '    273 

Na\'yyard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of 334 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S 270, 

272, 279, 314, 317-319, 327, 337 
Reports  of 

Naval  .\oadeniy,  Superintendent  of 362 

Navy  yard,  Phitadelpliiu,  C'ummaudant  of 318 

Transfer  of,  from  Annapolis,  Md.,  to  Kort  Adaras,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S 341 

Orders  and  iostructions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S 340, 361 

Reports  of 

Naval  Academy,  Superintendent  of 326, 345, 393 

Rodgera,  O.W 335 

Naval  Academy,  U.  S.,  Superintendent  of.    Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department.  U.  S. 269,270, 272, 315, 325-327, 337, 340, 345, 361, 362, 377, 393 
Navy  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Chase,  William  H 213 

Conrad,  Chiirhis  M 61 

Navy  yard,  Pensacolu,  Commandant  of 313 

Sinclair,  George  T 308 

Slidell,  JoIin,e/uZ 213 

War  Department,  C  8 652 

Navy  Department,  V.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 67, 79, 84, 85, 97, 100, 102, 104, 105, 

109,  110,  115,  118,  120,  128, 129, 143, 144, 153, 135, 163, 166, 168, 175, 199, 300 

AilomB,  Henry  A.,etal 84 

Adam.s,  Samuel  W 740 

Alden,  James 172,200,275,299,300 

.\rmatroug,  James 18 

See  ulso  ^Vary  yard,  PeHtacola,  Commandant  of. 

Aspinwall,  William  H 327,328,336,349 

A verell,  William  W 663 

Butler,  BeujiimiuK 468,409 

Baldwin,  Aujtnstus  S 154 

Baltimore,  ir.  8.  collector  of  cnstoms  at 593 

Barron,  Samael 66,71,73,76,330 
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Navy  DepartmeBt,  XJ.  8.    CorAsi^otideuce  'wtUi — Continai 

Baxter,  I.. 1 3*1 

Borryman,  O.  H 65,75 

Bogort,.!.  W 6W 

Brown,  Harvoy 167 

Budd,  Thoinafl  A ; 685 

Bu<lcl,  ■Willimn w_ , 633, 

Biti«1^  A  — f^,.«....^ ^.^^,. ^^..,  .«..,A.  ,•.»%.  .•.•.^..^. 

Corrigan.  CIuitU'b  ^  ...,••.  ■..«^>.^.,..«.w»^'>  •.-'•w ».......^.      61 

Cbai>Un,.I.<» ^,,— »,.^ ,„ 54 

Clary,  Albert  O  ,—.... *.^ v. ....^..j.,^^,.^,,..^.. ......  t38,  7 

OoIlinB,  Xs|iol«ion  .  .,.,^.,.,  .u..,....-.  ^^ ,-^.^,,.  ..,<.^.,.... ,.  4&'>,  64 
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Ne'wbonse,  Jacob.     Meutitmed 419 

Ne'nrman,  L.  Hcward.     Mentioned 116,208,209 

Ne^  Orleans,  La.     lUoukude  of.    8«iy  Illockatle  of  Soulhem  pvrl*. 

Netxr  Orleans,  La.,  British  consul  at.     Mentioned liU,  197 

Nev^ort,  R.  I.     See  Fort  Adamii,  Xeicport,  li.  1. 

I       Ne'wton,  Isaac.    Mentioned 376.SM 

I       New  York,  U.  S.  ship.    Mentioned 306 
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Puga 
Ne^7  York  Herald,  Editor  of.     CoirespondenCB  with  FranuiH  U.  Rcnshaw  ..         60 
New    York    Troops.      Meiitioued.      Infantry — Ke^iuKnits:    Ist  {Elhtcorlh'a 
Zoiiaret),  M6;   3d  (Exvclaior  Brigade),  729;   4th  (KxotUior  Brigade),  745; 
5tb  (Kxcelmor  iirijorfe),  KiS,  7.11 ;  7th,  336,  394, 395,  399,  432;  8th,  320,  469; 
I3th,:i20,396,468;  14th,  580;  38th,  073, 674 ;  69th,  694,  695;  7l8t,  477,  485, 
486, 490, 523, 52-J ;  Ulster  County  Guards,  446. 
Niagara,  U.  S.  S. 

Alistract  lug.  May  5-Juue  7,  1861 206 

Captiiru  of  schooner  Aid 200 

Condition  und  needs  of 344,368 

Mentioned 133,  l.";**,  165,175,180,181, 

183,  188,  191,  UU,  I'.B,  201,  208,  328,  332, 333,  336,  348, 361, 371, 371. 446,  453 

OperationH,  ptc.,  Gnlf  liloolvadiug  Sriuadrou 176,  liNi,  200 

Orders  for  uioveraent« 1.55,323,360,366,367 

Nichols,  Smith  "W.    Mentioned 384 

Nicholson,  Aug.  S. 

t^orrcapoudeuce  with  Hiram  Paulding 299 

Mentioned 581 

NicholBon,  James  H.     For  rorrespondenoe,  sc-o  Kna/ip,  C.  I'. 

Nicholson,  James  "W.  A.     Mentioned 252,334,766 

Nicholson,  'William  C.     Mentioned 319 

Nix,  'W.     Mentioned 9 

Noble,  John.    Mentioned 295 

Nones,  H.  B. 

CorrcHpundeuce  with  conunandaut  of  rhiladclphiii  u»vy  yard 329 

Mentioned 320,334 

Norris  Brothers.     Mentioned : 737 

Norris,  C.  J.     Mentioned G56 

Norris,  B.  8.     Mentioned 737 

Norris,  Richard,  &  Sou.    Mentioned 637 

North,  Captain.     Mentioned 393 

North,  James  H.    Mentioned 306 

Northampton,  Stouiuer.     Mentioned 403, 4(M 

North  Carolina.     Ulockode  of  noaat  of.     See  Ulockadr  of  Southirn  portt. 

North  Carolina,  U.  S.  ship.     Mentioned 91, 

227, 229, 231, 237, 240, 273, 274, 298, 332, 348, 420,  Ml 

North  Star,  Schooner.     Mentioned 649 

Norton,  Charles  S. 

Mentioned 687,689,690 

Reports  of. 

Freestone  Point,  Va.    Erection  of  batterien  on 687 

Seminole,  U.  iS.  S.,  and  Valley  City,  ganlioat.    Collision  between 696 

Ocean,  Tugboat.     Mentioned 208 

Ocean  Eagle,  Sloop.    Mentioned 529 

Ocean  'Wave,  Schooner. 

Capture  of 578 

Converted  into  U.  S.  schooner  Scout 591 

Mentioned 591 

Octagon,  Steamer.     Mentioned 452 

Octavla  Ellen,  Schooner.     Mentioned 515 

Octorara,  Steamer.     Mentioned 452, 4,W 

Odeon, 'William  J.    Mentioned 710 

O'Doaobue,  WiUiam.    Mentioned 694 


I 

I 
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>'Hara,  Theodore.    Corregpondunoo  with  o.  II.  Iterryiiiuu 216 

>Ilio  Troops.     Meiit.ioiieil.     Infantry — Kogiiiiniitit:  Ut,  673,  (iT4. 

)'Kaiie,  James.     MtMitioueiJ 201, 3Q8 

)'Keefe, 'William.     Meiitioneil 665 

>nward,  ScUdouer.     Mentioueil 438 

>regoQ,  Pteamor.    Mentioned S3 

Mental,  Pilot  Im.iiL     Mimtioned 153, 174,207-2O» 

>rlsaba,  SU'iimcr.     Mimtlonod 1(15 

>sprey,  Schooner.     Mentioned 465 

Hto,  Frederick.     Mrntionod DSl 

'age,  Ciiptiiin.     ML-ntionrd 486 

'age,  Mr.     Mentioni^d 667 

•age,  Oeorge.     Svo  Ceurijv  Page,  Steamer. 

'age,  P.  R.     Mentioned 381 

'age,  R.  I».     (.'orTen])nndnni;e  witli  commuDdjtDt  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 406, 408 

'age,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 408 

[mer,  William  R. 
Mentioned 503,506,517,535,763,764,768 
Report  of  reconnoiHuiinoe  in  I'otomoo  IJiver 505 
apero,  Steamer.     Mentioned 184 

'arker,  Mr.     Mentioned S86 

'arker,  Foxhall  A. 

.Appointed  to  command  steamer  Ice  Hoat 389 

Corre.Hpnndcnce  with  Thonnw  T.  Craven 661 

Mentioned 583.589,596,606,627,643,670,766 

_    Relieved  of  commuud  of  Hteamer  Ice  Bout 627 

I   Reports  of. 

ft  leo  Boat,  Steamer.    Condition  of 619 

■  Mathiaa  Point,  Va.     AH'air  iit,.lune  27, 1861 536 

W  Potomac  River.     AtfairHon 643 

■rker,  John  A.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 186 

■arker,  M.  C.     Correspondence,  with  Joseph  It,  Flnnigon 613 

'arker,  William.     Mentioned 119 

Iftrkersburg,  U.  8.  transport.  Master  of  the.     CorreHpoudeuce  with  com- 

B  mandant  of  New  York  navy  yard 170 

■rkersburg,  U.  S.  transport. 

■  Arrival  of,  ut  Key  Wewt,  I'lo.,  in  disabled  condition 179 

Mentioned 196,197,199,200,432 

Orders  for  uiovenientfi 170 

'arkhlll.  General.     See  General  I'arkhiU,  Ship. 

'arks,  Oeorge.     M<n tinned 751 

'arrish,  Bdt^.  G-.     Mentioned fl 

tarrott,  Enoch  O. 

I    Correspondence  with 

■  HaBkiu,.J.A 585 

B  Kuuyou,  Theodore 683 

B    Report  of  detention  of  steamer  Gipsy  for  use  hy  Potomac  Flotilla 584 

prtridge,  Mr.    Mentioned 515 

'assenger.  Sloop.    Destriietiou  of gS6 

'atterson,  James  H,    Correspondence  with  .Tosoph  R.  Flani^an 613  \ 

'atterson,  Robert.    Mentioned 304, 314, 319, 322, 331, 334, 352, 394, 356, 671  ' 

'attison,  Thomas. 

A]>pointed  to  command  steamer  Ice  Boat •. .  627,628 

e^ ndonce  with  .i.  M.  Uorket 678 
td 627,633,744 
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Pattison,  Thomas — Continued.  ^^^^^^P  Paea. 

Keporte  of. 

Ice  Boat,  Steamer.     Fujfitive  slaves  on  board  of 6(i7 

Potomac  Flotilla.     EnHaff""*"''  l>«twpen  vessels  of,  and  liatterios  on  I 

Potomac  Creek,  Angnst  23, 1861 833^ 

Fatuxent,  Steamer.     Mootioued 660 

Paulding,  Hiram. 

Correspondence  with 

Attorney-Uenerals  Office,  U.8 310< 

fitting,  H 286] 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 278,282,298 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of ,.  2*4,  373 

Navy  yard,  Pluladol]>liia,  Cumniiindant  of 334 

Navy  yard,  WusbiuKton,  ( 'oiunuiiulant  of 439  I 

Nicholson,  A.  S 299 

Pendergrast,  fJarrett  .1 298,299 

Rowan,  Stephen  C 298 

Wilkes,  Charles 293 

Mentioned 175, 

270,  277-279,  283.  285,  38$),  2in,  297,  301,  303,  308.  343,  363,  424,  125,  756  ( 
Report  of  aban<1unmeut  and  destruction  of  Norfolk  navy  yard,  April  20, 

1861 289,306  I 

Pawnee,  II.  S.  S. 
Abstract  logs. 

April  9-19, 1861 254 

April '.'0-23. 1861 293 

May  20-Aiigii8t21, 1861 783 

Condition  and  needs  of 596,597 

Engagement  with  biiUeriea  at  Aquia  Creek,  VB.,May29-Jnnel,  1861 191-501 

Fitting  out  of,  for  relief  of  Fort  Snmter,  S.  C 228,229  , 

Mentioned 22:1,224,240,211, 

245,  248,  24!>.  251,  262,  21»«,  301,  302, 381,  422-425,  144,  456,  ir,i),  4(*,  470,  471, 
484, 486, 488,  M3,  .506, 508-510, 513, 518, 525, 527, 52!*-531,  .542,  547,  .548,  551-  i 
554, 557,  .560, 564,  .566,  .569-572, 576, 577. 583,  600,  005, 611,  6<51,  707,  762,  76 
Operations,  etc. 

Relief  of  Fort  Sumter,  8.  C 241, 343,  253-256  | 

nc.strncti<m  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 289-297.  .305. 308 

Occiiimtion  of  Aleximdria,  Vii.,  .Vlriy  24, 1861 478-481 

Potomac  Uiver 411, 

451,  489. 506, 508,  .520-522, 535,  537,  515, 559, 560,  575,  582,  583,  602,  608. 721 
Orders  for  movemeii t». .  2*1,  235, 285,  4.50.  457,  487,  502, 512,  541.  .5.59,  .593.  (W,  629, 714 

Passage  of  Confedonite  batteries  on  Potomac  River  by 722 

Wynian.  K.  H.,  appointed  to  command 708  j 

Peabody,  George,     .'^ei-  (ieonjr  I'nahoilii,  .Slramrr. 

Pearson,  C.  C.     Mentioned 127  ' 

Pearson,  Frederick.     Mentioned 385  ■ 

Pearson,  John.     Mentioned 34,49| 

Peerless,  Steamer.     Order  from  State  Department,  U.  8.,  eonoeming 368 

Pegram,  Robert  B. 

Appointed  to  command  Norfolk  navy  yard 399  I 

Mentioucd 306, 308  i 

Pegram,  'William  J.     Mentioned 633 

Pembroke,  Steamer. 

Mentioned 64T,aS.V,<«f^ 

Movements  of... '^'^ 

Sale  of,  to  private  parties M 


indergrast,  Oarrett  J. 

Certiricnto  rognrdiiig  srliooxicr  Siitilln 

CorrespoiuleiK'c  with 

Ailunis,  Iltmry  A tU,  70 

Ailelaiile,  Captain  i>f  Bteamer H79 

Hcnl,.I.  r 371 

Itniiiie,  I).  I. 338,351,354.355,358 

ntickler,  Siiiniiel 338 

Dimick,.! 339, 35X.  370, 372, 376, 379, 381 

Kaglp,  Heury 369,388 

(ierniaiu,  Chnrlea 330,389,390 

01^-nii,  Jaraes 87 

fjwyun,  W 330,387 


Hazard,  Samuel  F 

Herriiiian,  Duarljoru,  el  al. 


4 

324 

Hcipr,  .laiDe-<  Barron 360 

lA-ritb;iIl,  J 390 

Maraton,  .Toliu 279 

Matlier.  S.W 359,369,388 

Mercer,  Samuel 87 

Mercer,  Samuel,  el  al 15 

Mexico,  1'.  S.  mluihter  to 72 

Murray.  Alexander 70,71,87 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 5,9,70,76,234,265,269,278, 

316, 317,  344,  346,  349,  350,  358.  ;}59, 3t»-365. 36.<),  370,  376,  383, 384.  387,  390 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of 267 

Panldin«,  Hiram 298,299 

Poor,  Charles  H 64,70 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O 350,375,376,380 

Todd.  Henry  D 337.  ,377 

Vera  Cruz,  U.  S.  consul  at 72 

West.W.C 3.59 

Mentioned 78,250.256,264.265,277,284, 

288, 289, 291, 292, 294. 300. 331. 356, 408, 430, 439, 486, 489, 504, 505, 757, 760 
Reports  of. 

Cambridge,  Schooner.     Seiznroof 338 

Coal,  Supplies  of 267 

George  M.  Smith.  Schooner. 

Capture  of 353 

Disposition  of 386 

filoncoster  Point,  Va.    Exi^ban^e  of  shots  between  U.  8. 8.  Yankee  and 

hattoriwa  on,  May  7,  18<!1 380,381 

Homo  Squadron, 

Compositinn  of 354 

Condition  of 68,266 

Insufficiency  of 343,367 

Moans  of  voiiimnuicntion  with  Navy  Department,  I'.  S 67,  68 

Operations  and  movomenta  of 06,69,86,87,266,355 

Supplies  for 86,386 

Transfer  of  (lag 68,86 

Vessels  captured  by 393 

Mexico.     AtTaira  in 68 

Sarah  and  Mary,  Schooner.     Seizure  of. 356 

Seizure  of  vessels  for  nsoof  l'.  S.  fiovernment 378 

William  Selden,  Steamer.     Capture  of 386 


Pendergrast,  Oairett  J. 
Reports  of. 

Yankee,  U.  S.  S. 

Charter  of 879^ 

Operations  nnd  moTements  of 374,  M75 

Young  America,  Tiij;,  and  George  M.  Smith,  schooner.     Seiznre  of..  330,  ;{31 

Reqiicsta  suitable  llagahip  for  Home  S<|undron 268 

Pongiuj),  U.  S.  S. 

Budd,  Thoniiia  A.,  appointed  to  •'ouunand 666 

CoUisicii  VFitli  tug  Ifoaene 706 

Couditiou  and  needs  of 717 

Liviiigatou,  .1.  AV.,  relieved  of  command 648 

Mentioned .t60, 

572,  637, 644,  653,  656,  liGO,  6t!S1,  676,  684,  688,  690,  705,  708.  716,  758,  759 

Operations,  ptc,  in  Potomac  River. 633,  671,674 

Orders  for  movements 715 

iNtevens,  Thomas  H.,  appointed  to  command 648 

Feansylvania,  V.  .S.  ship  of  the  line. 

Mentioned 273,  374,  283,  285, 286, 288,  290-292,  298,  302,  303 

SonttJiug  and  iibundoumeut  of 294,295,306 

PennsylTania  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments,  4tb,  395. 
Pensacola.  Fla. 

Afl'iiira  in  virinity  of.     Report  of  Samuel  liarrou 71,76 

Blockade  of.     See  Blockade  of  Southern  portt. 
Measares  for  protection. 

Commnnication  from  Sanmel  Cooper W6 

Orders  iind  iustnu'tions,  L.  1'.  Walker 138 

Report  of  nragj,',  Itraxton 136 

Moveuients  of  HiispiciouH  vessels  in  harbor  of.     Commnniration  from  H:ir- 

vey  Ilrown 145 

Vessels  in  vicinity  of. 

Movements  of.     Report  of  Henry  A.  Adams l.'iS,  155, 156 

Supplies  for. 

Coiuuiiiiiieations  from 

llerrjmiui.O.  H 88 

Hortii,  A.  A;  V 98 

Mobile,  blink  of 100 

Poor,  Charles  H 106 

St.  .lobu,  Powers  «&.  Co ,.        09 

Walker,  W.S 89,93,100 

Orders  and  iiistmctions. 

Bragg,  Braxton 99 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 88 

Reports  of 

Adams.  Henry  A !t7,  100, 104, 105 

Looker,  Thomas  11 96 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  Distriot  of. 

Cliase,  William  H.,reliev«<l  of  command 215 

Extent  of  command. 217 

Forney,  .lohn  M,  appointed  and  assumes  command 215 

Pensacola,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 026, 65-1, 733 

Perkins,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 581 

Perry,  Lavinia,  Mrs.     Mentioned 230 

Perry,  Madison  S.     Mentioned 71,215 

For  correspondence,  see  Florida,  Oorrrnor  of. 
Perry,  Matthew  C.     Mentioned 2311,240 
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r.  U.S. brig.  fi^ 

Couvoy  luiil  prtitnutiou  of  If.  S.  tr»nii|)artc 3S 

Meiilloiiml 313, 322, 33«,  342, 348.  373,61 1.630,  752,  7BT 

(iriliim  for  movunianta 320,  .V2 

Mlllnr,  .1.  N.,  itiuiiitiiKa  coniiiiaiul  iif gg$ 

M|M<ratliiiiN,  «t<-,,  ill  roUiiiino  Kiver SHt,  SHo,G82,eit2 

Williaiimon,  .I.e.,  imminii's  i-uiiiiiiiiuil  of .. 7(jS 

FaiBlmnioii  Point,  Va.     AH'uir  nonr,  Au(;ust  15, 1861. 

('lIHIilllticH (510 

Koporlii  of 

Hiiild,  Williniu f^ 

CriiM-n.  Tlioiiiiix  T fidS 

PortbaUlro,  riiitinli  sbip.     Moiitionocl 2(i*i 

Petal*  A  Reed. 

( '<ii'rnii]>oiiiloiioo  with  Dearborn  llerriinan ^00 

Mi'iitioiiiiil 401 

Petera,  WlJIiain.     See  ll'illiam  I'etert,  *Aooa«T. 

Petera,  'William  H.     M«Dtione<I 3J» 

Petit,  Cbarlea  J.     Correspoiiilenco  with  Joatiph  K.  I''1niiigau 018 

Phelpa,  Samuel  L.     Mcntioiioil 293-2!K.  4^9 

Phelpa,  Thomaa  S.     Mentioned ^32,  ^4 

Philip,  John  W.     Meutiouod 3^ 

PhUadelphla,  l'..'^.  8. 

CriiiHo  from  Wivshington  navy  yard  to  New  York  and  return 4^ 

Fitting  out  of 417 

.leflcr*.  Will  nun  N.,  iippoiDte<l  to  command 439 

Mentioned <27,  450, 457, 458, 46(1, 475.  fi43 

Morris,  f{eorj;o  U.,  appoint«d  tocomuinnd 434 

Operationn,  ctc.in  Potomac  Kiver 435,436,4-10,  4,11,485, 532,  ."•74 

Orders  for  iiiovi'monta 41'!),  4:U,  4-llt,  4.Vi,  (III 

Soizuro  and  transfer  of,  to  Navy  Ociiiirtnifut,  U.  8 416 

Philadelphia,  U.  .S.  trauHport.     Moutioued 155,161,162,207,209 

PhllUpa,  P. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 1,>1 

Mt-iitiunod 19,  47 

Phlneas  Spiague,  *  Steamer.     Seizure  and  fitting  out  of 333 

Phoenix,  Lloyd.     Mrntioned 337,  .384 

Pickena,  Francia  W.    Mentioned 247,258 

For  correajiondence,  see  South  Carolina,  Governor  uf. 

Pickering,  Charles  'W.    Mentioned 90,92 

Pickett,  J.  T.     For  correapondence,  ace  Vera  Crut,  U,  S.  coniiul  at. 
Pickrell,  Ann.     See  Ann  I'ickrcll,  Schooner. 

Pierce,  Granville  T.     Mentioned 97 

Pierce,  Joseph.     Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 403 

Pierson,  D.     .Mentioned 429 

Piper,  Orandisoii.    Mentioned 64S 

Pitman,  J.  T.     Mentioned 433 

Planet,  .'^teumer.     Mentioned 693 

Planter,  Steamer.     Mentioned 560 

Pleaaonton,  A.  J.    Correapondence  with  commandant  of  I'hihtdelpliiu  navy 

yard 814 

Flymonth,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned 270,277,302 

Orders  for  movements 269,274,279 


•  AJIorwarda  U,  S.  S.  FUg. 


Plymouth,  11.  S.  Hhip^Contiuncil,  I'«e«. 

lfui|itest  of  tstiperiutoiiiU'iit  oT  Nuval  Acadeiuy  for  presuiico  of,  »t  Annjtpu- 

L  lis,  Ma 2G9 

'    Scnttliu);  iind  iiliaudoniuent  of 288-298,305,306 

Pocahontas,  Schuoiior.     Capture  of 598 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log.  April  25-October  15,1861 765 

Condition  aiiil  iicccla  of 2(S,  148 

CruiaB  of,  from  Moxico  to  Haniptou  lioaUs 264 

Dove,  Beujaiuiu  M.,  aosumeH  couuiiuudof 484 

Fittinjioiitot",  forrciiof  of  Fort  .Siiiuter,  S.  C 228 

(lilliH,  J.  P.,  as.sunieB  oouiiniiml  of 266 

Hazard,  Sanniel  I'.,  relieved  of  command 70 

Mentioned . .  71,  72,  85,  235,  214, 245,  248-25(;,  2(!8,  302,  315,  372,  422,  426,  427, 433, 435, 

■142,  446,  451,  4G3, 4r.7,  470.  471,  474,  475,  ll<<>,  510, 527, 560, 562-565, 570,  574, 

576,  578,  5«2,  ,■>»!,  603,  OWi,  007, 61 1,  615,  664,  606,  669,  676,  681,  700,  762, 769 

Mumiy,  AIbx.,  ap]>ointe(]  to  comuiuud 70 

iOpBratitiiie,  otf. 
Kelicf  of  l'ortSuuiter,8.C 243,251 
Potoiuac  Uiver 419, 
432, 445,  447,  457, 460,  461, 550, 558, 561, 503, 569, 583, 598, 667, 669, 681 
Potomac  Kivcr  and  Cliesapeako  Buy 428 
I'otoiiinc  and  Hapi>ahanuo<!k  rivers  and  Cbeaupeake  Bay 473 

IJapjiuhaiiniirk  Kiver 464 

Ortlers  for  movements 4,  76,  86,  87, 

236,  2«i5,  413,  414,  419, 423, 424, 43«,  455,  459, 489, 557-559,  583,  674,  703,  714 

I'aHsage  of  Confederate  biitt«:rieH  on  rotomiw:  Kivur  by 718-720 

Withdrawal  of,  from  Homo  S<|uadron 2M 

Poindexter,  Carter  B.     Mentioned 291 

Poor,  Charles  H. 

CorresponiloMco  with 

AdaniB,  Henry  A 1(6, 131 

McKean,  William  W i...i,. 190 

Navy  Department,  U.S 67,84,167 

Pendertp-ast,  fJarrett  J 1.5,64,70 

Mentioned 70,115,119,182,192,194,197,198,208,213 

Rojiorts  of. 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.     MeasnreH  for  protection 84 

H.  E.  Spearinij,  Itarkeuliue.     Captnro  of 187 

Porter,  Mr.     Mentinoed 327 

Porter,  Andrew.     Mentioned 580,634 

Porter,  Benjamin  H.     Mentioned 385 

Porter,  David  D. 

Appointed  t-o  commamt  U.  S.  8.  Powhatan 108 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Houry  A 130,131,150 

Brown,  Harvey 123,124,149 

Fuller,  Charles  A 193 

Mei|L;8,  Montgomery  C 123 

Mobile,  Ala.,  British  acting  consul  at 185  i 

Nary  Department,  U.  S 166 

Navy  yard.  New  York,  Communduut  of Ill,  113 

State  Department,  U.  S 112,123 

Mentioned 108, 109, 122, 123, 128, 142, 173, 181,307,237-240,250 
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Porter,  David  D. — Continued. 
Rojiorts  of. 

Fort  rickens,  I'"1a.     Attempt  to  relieve 

Gnlf  Blockadii);;  S(jua<lrou.     Operations  and  moremeuts  of 193 

Mary  Clinton,  Schooner.     Capture  of 188, 189 

Porter,  John  Ii. 

Mentluued 9 

Testimony  concerning  snrrender  of  Pensacola  navy  yard 32,  Xi 

Port  Tobacco,  Md. 

Expedition  to,  Jimt,  17, 1861.    Report  of  commandant  of  Waahiof^tun  navy 

yard 524 

Reconnoiasance  of 

Orders  and  instnictiona,  Navy  Department,  U.  S 662 

Report  of  Thomns  T.Craven 662 

Posey,  Mr.     Mentioned 629,  BV.'i,  683, 688,  728,  72!) 

PoBoy,  A.  P.     Mentioned 621 

Posey,  Willlain.     MeuCioncd 640 

Post-OfiBce  Department,  U.  S.     Correspondence  tritb 

Navj'  Departini'nt,  U.  S 221,225,356 

Nosbitt,  Isaac (571 

Pote,  Philip  G      Mentioned 529 

Potomac  Creek,  Va. 

Kugagomeut  between  batteries  on,  and  veaseU  of  Potomac  Flotilla,  An- 
gust  23, 1861.     Reports  of 

Cary,R.M 633 

Dove,  Ben.iamin  M 638 

MoCrea,  Edward  P 632 

Mygatt,J.P.  K (533 

Pattison,  T 632 

Increase  of  Confederate  force  at, 

Couimunicatidu  from  Niivy  Department,  U.  S 704 

Report  of  Thiiiuus  T.  Craven 702 

Potomac  Flotilla. 

Abatrart  lofjs  of  vessels  serving  in 762-771 

Charge  of  negligonre  of  ofBeers  of,  denied 658 

Condition  of.     He])ort  of  Thomas  T.  Craven 678 

CooiiiT.<>ti(:u  i(f,  with  the  Army 734,735,742 

Craven,  ThoiiLos  T. 

Appiiintml  to  command . 541,545,570 

Ki!lievod  of  command 757 

Requests  to  lie  relieved  of  command 733,754 

Dotal  Umoiit  of  vessels  from 629,  678, 694, 700, 707,  714,  715 

Distribution  of  vessels  of.     Report  of  Thomas  T.  Craven {jlX,10o 

Engagement  between  vessels  of,  and  batteries  on  Aquia  Creek,  Va. 
Commiiuicatious  from 

Bate,  William  B 500 

Lynch,  W.F 4S9 

McCloskoy,  M.  W 301 

Navy  Department,  IT.  S 494 

Rowan,  Stephen  C 494 

Word,  .lames  II « 494 

Report. s  of 

Lynch,  W.F 195,496 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 493 

Rowon,  Stephen  C 492 

Haggles,  Daniel 49(5-l!(9 

Ward,  .lames  II 490-493 
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Potomac  Flotilla — Continued.  P»j» 

Engagement  between  ■vesselH  "f,  aiul  battery  "H  Froestone  Point,  Vii.,  Sep- 
tfinber  25,  1801.     Heports  of 

(Jillis,  John  P 

Harrell,  A.D 

McCreu,  Edward  P 089 

Navj'  yard,  WiLshington,  Cbmmaodant  of 691 

W  i  K  f al  1 ,  Lon  i  H  T 

Engagement  between  vessels  of,  and  batteries  on  Potomac  Creek,  August 
23, 1861.    Reports  of 

Gary,  R.M 

Dove,  Ucnjaiuiu  II 63 

McCrt'a,  Edward  P 

Mygatt,  ,1.  V.  K K3a 

Pnttison,  T 633^h 

Exclinuge  of  shots  1>etween  vessels  of,  and  battery  on  Marlborough  Point,  ^U 

Va.     Report  of  Thomas  T.  Craven 590 

Harrell,  A.D. 

Appointed  to  command 758 

Relieved  of  i-omuiand 7C1 

Increase  of  force 508- 

510,  514,  584, 623, 630,  631, 636-638,  644,  666,  668,  670,  676,  677 

InsulUcieiioy  of  force 658,  60(),  (Mil,  729 

Hnpplios  fur.    Orders  and  inBtrnctions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S 675, 681, 751  ^_ 

Vesg<'ls  cojistituting 57(|^| 

Wyman,  R.  H.,  appointed  to  command 761^" 

Potomac  River.     Operations  on 409-776 

Potomac,  U.S.ahip.     Mentioned 203,204,373 

Potter,  Thomas.     Mentioned 581 

Potter,  Thomas  M.     .Mi-ntioned 166,371 

Potts,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 619 

Powell,  B.  B.     Mentioned 48S^H 

Powell,  Levin  M.  ^| 

Corres]ioudeuce  with  Navy  Department,  V.S 273 

Meutioiuid 19,272,302,303 

Pow^er,  Sir.     Mentioned 416 

Powers,  'William.    Mentioned 555 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S.  ^^ 

Abstract  log,  April  5-June  3,  1861 207^" 

Capture  of  schooner  Mary  Clinton 188, 189 

Condition  and  needs  of 233 

Fitting  out  of,  for  relief  of  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C 229-232,234,237-241 

Mentioned 4, 15, 64, 6d,^« 

68-72, 112, 127, 128, 130. 132, 140, 143, 150,  156,  161.  181-183,  1K5.  191-19^S 
196-198. 200, 301, 203,  309, 226, 244,  246,  248-250, 253, 256, 261-266, 268, 302 
Mercer,  Saninel. 

Relieved  of  command lO^^H 

Relimiuishes  romniundof 23S-24J^H 

Operations,  etc..  for  relief  of  Fort  Pickons,  Fla 122-124,149 

Orders  for  movemi-nta 76,86,87,109,131,166,235,237 

Order  ti>  put  out  of  commission  revoked 23B-S3S^^ 

Porter,  David  D.  ^^M 

Appointed  to  command 108 

AsMumcB  command 238-241 1 

Put  oat  of  commission ; 227,! 


Fitting  ont  of. 

Mentioned 383,416,417,43 

428.  430, 432, 4:)3. 436-438, 440-442, 445, 446, 451, 455, 459, 460, 486, 744, ' 

Name  of,  changed  to  King  Philip TI 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  Eiver  and  Chdxipeakv  Hay 4387 

430, 43.1, 438, 440, 441,  451 .  714 

Orders  for  movementa J36,  416 

Seiiiuru  and  trnnsler  of,  to  Navy  Department,  U.  8 416 

Si>roBti)n,  .1.  Glendy,  aiipnlntL'd  to  command 436 

Preble,  Edward  E.     MmiHtmed 3H5 

Preaideat,  C.  B.    Correspondence  with  Louie  T.  Wigfall 691 

Freaident,  V.  S. 

Correspondenco  with 

Benson,  J.  B 

Mercer,  Samuel Ifl 

Novy  Department,  U.  8 128,227,! 

Navy  yard.  Now  York,  Commandant  of U 

Porter,  David  D IC 

Mentioned 51,74,  108, 109,  111,  112, 122. 123, 127, 129-133, 142, 143,  Ifi 

157, 159,  Ifil.  la,  1  Gfi,  ir,7,  1N.1,  213,  223. 238,  21."..  247,  2IS,  250.  251.  25(5. 25 
305,  318,  320,  340,  342,  343, 34G,  ;J47,  349,  355,  356,  367.  407, 411, 416, 570,  i 
Preston,  Samuel  W.    Mentioned 

Price,  Mr.     Mentioned 4^ 

Price,  Cicero. 

Corre-spondenco  with 

Novy  Department,  I  J.  8 1(( 

Navy  yarrl,  New  York,  Commandant  of 16 

Mentioned H55,  177 

Price,  W.     Mentioned 

Prichett,  James  M. 

Appointed  to  command  IJ.  S.  .<.  Keaohite  . 
Corr»>i!j)i)ndenco  with  Stephen  C.  Rowiin. 

MfiUtiimed 510, 558, 630, 639,  643,  ( 

Reports  of. 

Ali'iui,  .Sloop.     Seizure  of 518 

UncUirivritcr,  U.  8.  8.     Condition  of. 

Problem,  Schooner.     Mentioned 

Pryor,  Roger  A.     Meutiimed 

Purdy,  John.    Mentioned 

Pusey,  Steamer.     Mentioned 660,  691,  699, 711, 7j 

Putnam,  General.     .Sce  dencrat  Putnam,  V.  S.  tug. 

Pye,  Henry.    Mentioned 

Quaker  City,  II.  8.  S.  _ 

Mentioned 332, 354,  .3.55, 359, 360, 369, 387-389, 446, 4.58 

Orders  for  movements 3.59,  369, 388 

Quantico  Creek,  Va. 

Activity  of  liott^ries  on.     Keport  of  .J.C.Williamson 78 

Deatnii-tiiiu  of  schooner  in. 

Commanicution  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S 7ly 

Report  of  A.  D.  lliirroU 7fl 

KiJ);agement  between  battery  on,  nnd  IT.  8. 8.  Seuiinolc.     Report  of  A.  D. 

Harrell 

Queeu,  Walter  Vr.    Mentioned 208,231,237,: 


■  AncnranU  U.  S.  S.  King  Philip. 


Quinn,  John  W.    Mentioned 532 

R.  B.  Porbes,  U.  8.  8. 

Mentioned fid8,699 

Ordent  for  iiiovciiient!* 714 

R.  R.  Cuyler,''  .St<'iuiier.     Meutione<1 28<j,  399 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  8. 8. 

Mentioned 203 

I  )rder8  for  movonients 175 

Radcliff,  R.  D.  P.     Mentioned 521 

Raiabo'w,  Joiin.    Meutioiicd 413 

Ramsay,  George  B. 

Corre»pondem-t>  with  I'ommuudaut  of  Wnahingtou  uavy  yard 437 

Mentioned 451,585 

Randolph,  Victor  M. 

Appointed  to  coninmnd  Poniuicolu  uavy  yard gg 

Correspondence  with 

C'hoao,  William  II 59 

Florida,  fiovernor  iif 59 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Commandant  of 217 

Mentioned 18,  20,  23,  2r>,  27-29,  42, 48, 51, 5.%  59,  73,  77,  88, 212, 213 

Statement  of  Hurrender  of  I'pnsacola  navy  yard 17 

See  also  Sanj  ijard,  I'entaaula,  Commandant  of. 

Rannohau,  John.    MentioueKl 581 

Rappahannock  River,  Va.    Affairs  in.    Reports  of 

GilliB,  John  P 4(>4,  4Gt> 

.Sproaton,  J.  Olendy 465^(>7 

Raritau,  U.  S.  ship.    8i'Uttling  and  abandonment  of 294,306 

Raynor,  W.  H.     Mentioned 673,674 

Read,  Abner.     Mentioned 81,119,128 

Read,  John  J.     Mentioned 385 

Reaiiey,  Williana  B.     See  Jf'iltiam  B.  Ileaneg,  Tug. 

Reed,  James,     ("orrespondence  with  .Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Reed,  John  H.     Mentioned 385 

Refrigerator,*  Steamer.     Orders  for  moveuienta 557,  558,  583 

Release,!  Steamer.    Mtntioued 570, 578, 619,  C<U,  638, 667, 678, 768, 769 

Release,  U.  S.  Rtoreship. 

Cruise  from  New  York  to  Fort  Pickens,  F]» 157 

Mentioned 197,201,209,230,233 

Movements  of 105, 166 

Orders  for  movemontH 102 

Reliance,  IT.  S.  S. 

Engagement  with  batteries  at  Aqnia  Creek,  Va.,  May  29-Jntte  1, 1861 49O-501 

Exchange  of  shots  with  buttery  on  Marlborough  Point 690 

Fitting  out  of,  for  Potoma«:  Ilotilla 468 

Mentioned 507-r«9,  512, 520,  .'■.2(1,  537-539,  517-^19,  .VK),  570, 578, 

590, 595,  598, 605, 607,  609-61 1,  633,  CjGO,  666, 695,  7<W,  709.  7G2-761,  766,  768 

Operations,  ot<-.,  in  Potomac  River 525,550,556,562,601 

Orders  for  movements 510, 623 

Remittance,  .Schooner. 

Capture  and  detention  of 639 

Disposition  of 641 

Renner,  Mr.    Mentioned 629 

•  Aftarwsrda  U.  S.  3.  R.  R.  CayW. 

t  Known  ulso  u  Ice  Bost,  ■teamer,  wbleli  Me, 
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Renahavr,  Francis  B.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H*^ 

Corresjiondenre  with 

Navy  Departmeot,  V.  ft 60 

New  York  Herald,  Editor  of t)0 

Mentioned 21,28,29,31.35,36,38-40,46,56,60,127 

Rescue,  U.  S.  tug. 

CollUion  with  V.  8.  8.  Penguin 7(16 

Mentioned 666, 707, 709, 730-732, 735, 738, 741, 7fi2, 76H 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  Kivor 668,679 

Resolute,  U.  S.  S. 

Desoenton  Msthios  Point,  Va.,  June  25, 1861 533 

Engagement  near  I'ersiuimon  I'oint,  Va 609, 610 

Engagement  with  batteries  at  Aipiia  Creek,  Va,,  May  29-.luno  1, 1861 490-501 

Fitlinjj;  out  of,  for  Potomac  Flotilla 458 

Mentioned 502.505.508,509,526, 

.'i27, 537, 639, 548, 549, 556,  559, 561,  offit,  575-r.78.  em.  607. 611, 632,  &33,  644, 
648,  619,  G52, 666, 672, 678, 683, 690, 704. 707, 709, 727, 750, 762, 763, 765-769 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potoma<-  River 503, 

507, 523, 580, 557, 558, 566-.'»68. 604,  619, 629,  646,  IM7, 664 

^>rderB  for  movements 603.519,557,606 

Prichett,  J.  M.,  appointed  to  command 557 

Keeouuoiasunoo  iu  Wicomico  and  Pocomoke  rivers 586 

Reynolds,  Mr.     Mentioned 713 

Reynolds,  John.    Mentioned 295,296 

Reynolds,  John  O. 

Mentioned 579,  .'iSO,  662 

Report  of  coopenition  of  1'.  S. Marine  Corpsi  in  buttle  of  Bull  Run 580 

Reynolds,  Samuel  F.     Ttistiiiiouy  couceruing  ntirremlitr  of  I'ousaeola  navy 

yard 40,41 

Reynolds,  Silas.    Mentioned 5S6 

Reynolds, 'W.  T.     Correspondence  with 'William  Conway B7 

Rich,  Jabez  C.     Mentioned S92 

Richard  Iiacy,  Longboat. 

Capture  of 594 

Opinion  of  IT.  .S.  attorney  for  District  of  Colnmbia  eonceruiug 5t>4 

Ruli'aHu  of 595 

Richards,  John  P.    Mentioned 640 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 337 

Mentioned 362,363 

Report  of  niovemeula  of  U.S. ship  Alleghany 352,363 

Riggin, 'William  C.    Mentioned 533 

Riley,  John.    Mentioned 581 

Riley,  T.  'W.     8eo  '/".   IV.  Kilry,  Sloop, 

Riley,  Thomas  B.     Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flauiguu 613 

Ring  Dove,  Schooner. 

Coptureot 577 

Release  of 578 

lUpley,  R.  S.    Mentioned 263 

Rising  Sun,  Sehoouer.     >fentioned 683 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  .S.    Mentioned 302.373,381,467,560 

Robb,  Robert  O. 

Appointed  to  eomniand  defenses  on  Rappahannock  River 404 

Cnrrcspondenco  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 402 

Mentioned 291,301,408 

Robert  K.  Soott,  Schooner.     Detontiou  of,  at  Pinuy  Point 59G 
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Robert  Leslie,  U.  S.  tug.  Page, 

Miutioned 438, 627, 645, 620, rJ3 

Operiitioiis,  et«.,  iu  Potomac  River 438,545 

Roberts,  Mujor.     Mentioned 177 

Roberts,  Jonatbau.     Mentioned.. 698 

Roberta,  Marshall  O.     Mentioned 345 

Roberts,  'WUliam.     Mentioned 165,371 

Robertson,  James  P.     Mentioned 384 

Robertson.  Patton.     ^lentioned 495,496,501 

Robins,  Major.     Mcntinncd 309 

Robinson,  John.     Mentioned ,581 

Robinson,  T.  B.     Meiitioued 687 

Rochelle,  James  H.     Moiitione<l 399 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P. 

Correapondenee  with  Navy  Department,  IT,  S 383 

Mentioned 399 

Report  of  detuilH  from  Nnval  Aeademy 384,385 

Rodgers,  Frederick.     Montinued 384 

Rodgers,  G-eorge  W. 

Mentioned 31.5,336 

Reports  of. 

Constitntion,  V.  8.  ship.    Movements  of 345 

Nitval  Acailemy.  I'.  S.      Removal   of,   from  Annapoliit,  Md.,   to   Fort 

Adams.  Newport,  R.  1 335 

Rodgers,  John.     Mentioned 290,  2ir>,  294-297, 309 

Rodney,  John.     Report  of  obstruction  of  Elizabeth  Kiver,  V» 271 

Roe.  Francis  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  yard.  New  York,  Commandant  of 239 

Na\-y  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 641 

Mentioned 239,240,642,654,700 

Roe,  John  H.     See  John  B.  Roe,  Sehooiter. 

Rogers,  Captuiu.     Mentione<l 393 

RogersoD.  Mary.     See  Mary  Rogmon,  Rritith  bark. 

Roman,  A.  B.     For  oorreapondence,  see  Coitfederate  StaUii  CommimioHer: 
RonckendoriT,  'William. 
Corre8[iondenfo  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 160 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 138.280 

Mentioned 182 

Reports  of  movements  of  U.  8. 8.  Water  Witch 147, 154, 159, 199 

Rootes,  Thomas  R. 

A|ipotnted  to  command  frigate  United  States 406 

Correspondence  with  coumsindant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 401 

Mentioned 291,310,311 

Rorty,  James  M.     Mentioned : 695 

Roseubrock,  C'aptain.     Mentioned.. .. 

Ros^vell,  Mr.     Mentioned 

Rowan,  Stephen  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Ulm\  H.  M 

Budd,  William 507,567 

Chaplin.  J.  C 525,539 

Dove,  Benjamin  M 558,562,569 

GnnneU,F.  M 538 

Lowry,  Beigart  B 479, 539, 515, 547-^9, 556, '■Gl,  573 
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Ro^^an,  Stephen  C. — Continned.  Prnga. 

Corrcsi)oudcuci>  witli 

Mygatt,J.P.  K 510,522 

Vtvy  Department,  U,  S 234, 

235, 285,  423,  480,  487, 494, 526, 536, 541,  546,  559, 569 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 229, 450, 457, 522 

Paulding,  Iliram 598 

Prichett.  J.M 557 

Hutberford,  W.  H 597 

Union 593 

Ward,  James  n 512,538 

Mentioned 231,  240,  243,  244,  249,  250.  252,  2r.l,  296,  298,  414,  457, 484,  491, 492, 

506,  518,  520,  521,  523,  529, 531, 536, 541,  548,  562,  565, 572, 575,  578, 592, 765 
Reports  of. 

Alexandria,  Va. 

Oconimtion  of,  l)y  Union  troops,  May  24, 1861 478 

Opening  of  tt'le^rapliic  coniitinnicittiou  with  Washington 488 

Bate.1,  (ieort'o  A.     Di-tcntion  of,  on  lioard  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee 513 

Itowliug,  ,lohn.     Escupeof,  from  Coiifoderate  Navy 530 

Fort  Suuiter,  S.  C.     Coopt«ratlon  of  the  Kuvy  iu  attempts  to  relieve..  243, 253 

George  Weeras,  St«nmer.     Warning  given  to 671 

J.  W.  Maitland.  IScliooner.     Rescue  of 564 

Ijiiideiiherger,  .T.  H.     Arrest  of. 602 

Maryland  Poiut.     Suspicious  stores  at. 

Discovery  of .■j20,52l 

Seizure  of 521,522 

MatUia.s  Point,  Va. 

Aftairat,.lnne27,  1861 537,539 

Reconuoissance  of 636 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 506 

Operatious.  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 506,508,5^,583 

Potomac  riotilln. 

Kugagemeiit  between  vossitls  of,  ami  l>atturios  on  Aqnia  Creek, Va. .       492 

Operations,  etc..  in  riitomao  Ifivcr 560 

Torpedo.     Discovery  of,  in  ri)ti>in:u' lJi\  or 666 

Travcrs,  Mr.  and  Mrs.     I'"\iiiiiiu:ition  and  detention  of 676 

Rowland,  John  H.     Mentioned 384 

Ro^lett,  John.     .Sec  John  lioirhll,  Schooner. 

Rucker,  D.  H.     Mentioned 735 

Rudenstein,  John.     Mentioned 291 

RuggleB,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with 

Brooke,. I.  M 774 

Cocke,  Philip  St.  O 772 

Garuett,  R.  S 773 

Lewis,  H.H 771 

Mayo,  Ro.  M 544 

WillianiRon,  Thomas  H 771 

Mentioned 500,543,771-773 

Report«  of. 

Aqnia  Crook,  Va. 

Engagement  between  batteries  on,  and  veiuels  of  Potomac  Flo- 

tiUo 496-499 

Erection  of  batteries  on 774 

Mathiaa  Point,  Va.    Aflair  at,  June  27, 1861 642 
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Rmnaay,  Henry  B.    Mentioned .' 385 

Rnnyea,  Mr.    Mentioned-. 729 

Rnnyon,  Theodore. 

Correepondence  with  Enoch  G.  Parrott.. 582 

Mentioned 765 

Rnak,  Gteneral.    See  General  Ilutk,  Steamer. 

Roasell,  ZiUsabeth.    See  Elhabetk  Buiaell.  Schooner. 

Rnsaell,  F.    See  F.  StuneU,  Brig. 

RnsBell,  JohnF.    Mentioned 616 

Rnssell,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Washington  navy  yard 430, 449 

Mentioned 294,295,413,432 

Beports  of. 

Alexandria,  Va.    Search  for  anspicions  vessel  near 438 

Baltimore,  Steamer.    Movementsof 434 

Monnt  Vernon,  Steamer.    Operations  in  Potomac  River 454 

RSMeU,  William  H. 

Courtesies  extended  to.    Order  of  Mavy  Department,  U.  S 269 

Mentioned 207 

Rustic,  John  T.    Mentioned 292 

Rutherford,  W.  H. 

Mentioned •. 696 

Beportof  condition  of  U. S.S.Pawnee 597 

Ryan,  Oeorge  P.    Mentioned 385 

S.  O.  King,  Schooner.    Mentioned 515 

Sabine,  U.  S.  frigate. 

Abstract  log,  April  12-Jnly  5,  1861 208 

Condition  and  needs  of 97,98,118,143,153 

Mentione<i 37.44,66,69,72,78,80,85,100,104,105, 

109,  110,  113, 120, 125-128, 130-132, 136, 137, 140, 142. 145, 146, 148, 15.5, 156, 
160,  161,  166,  168,  176, 180, 181, 183, 197, 199-201, 201, 207, 209, 211, 212, 302 
Operations,  etc. 

Gnlf  Uloclcuding  Squadron 202 

Relief  of  Fort  Piclien8,F]a 79,115.118,153 

Orders  for  movements 9,61,67,70,84,133,163 

St.  Oeorge'B  Island,  Md.    Reconnoissance  of.    Reports  of 

Craven,  Thomas  T 620 

Ely,  Robert  B 620 

St.  John,  Powers  &  Co.    Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Adams 99 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  ship.    Mentione<l 659 

St.  Lonla,U.S.Bbip. 

Condition  and  needs  of 97, 98, 100,  l(e,  118, 119, 150, 178, 202 

Mentioned .• 37, 66, 69,  T2, 78, 80, 85, 120, 121, 126, 127, 

132, 140, 142, 147, 155, 156, 166,  177, 179-183,  197,  201, 204, 205, 209, 212, 302 

Movementsof 150,178 

Operations,  etc.,  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens,  Fla 115, 118 

Orders  for  movements 5,64,67,70,84,144,145 

Withdrawal  of,  f^om  Fort  Jefferson,  Fla 195 

St.  Mary's  River,  Md.    Expedition  to.    Report  of  Thomas  M.  Cash 705 

Saint,  Mr.    Mentioned 29 

St.  Nicholas,  Steamer. 

Captnre  of,  Jnne  29, 1861 549-655 

Cruise  and  captures 554,556 

Information  concerning 51A. 

N  W  B — VOL  i 54 
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St.  Nicholas,  Stonmcr — Continued.  T%bk. 

List  of  ofticcra  und  men 555 

Mcul  ioii.d 49-1, 519,  frl7,  548,  5tV),  r*2,  570, 575, 587, 608,  (»6, 705 

Sally  Frances,  Schooner.     Mentioned 458, 7fi5 

Sampson, 'WiUiain  T.     MtntioTii-d 337 

Samuel  B.  Orice,  .Scli<ioni!r.    Colliaion  with  IT.  S.  8.  Ynnkoe 701 

Sanders,  Edward.     Mentioned 610,  Ml 

Sanders,  Morton  W.     Mentioned 886 

Sandford,  Charles  W. 
Correspondence  with 

GlasBon,  John  J 320 

Nttvy  Dopiirtmont,  U.  8 327,336 

Mentioned 322,335 

Sandford,  Joseph  F.     Mentioned 374 

Sands,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspoiidonco  with  Nftvy  Department,  U.  8 78 

Mentioned 293-295 

Sands, 'W.  F.     Mentioned 506 

Santa  Rosa  Island,  Fla.     Moasnre-s  for  protection.     I'roolamation  of  Presi- 
dent, U.  S 1G3 

Sarah  and  Mary,  Schooner.    Seir-areof S-Vi,  393 

Sarah  Jane,  Schooner,     Mentioned 324 

Sartori,  Le-wis  C. 

Corrospoudenco  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 17S 

Mentioned 335 

SatelUte,  U.  8. 8. 

Abstract  log,  September  12-I)oeomber  7, 1861 767 

Mentioned G70, 688,  ti!X),  731,  732,  762, 7G9 

Movements  of 676,677 

Orders  for  movements ©9 

Satilla,  Schooner.     Prevented  from  entering  Norfolk,  Va 315 

Saulsbury,  William.     See  IVilliam  SauUbary,  Schootier. 

Saunders,  John  S.     Mentioned 18 

Savannah,  Schooner  (privateer).    Mentioned 527 

Savannah,  v.. '<.  ship.     Mentioned 332,37.3,656 

Schley,  Winfield  Scott.     Mentioned 206 

Schofield,  Samuel  T.     Correapondenco  with  Joseph  R.  Klanigan 613 

Schreple,  Leonard.    ('orre«p<>ndcnco  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Schriver,  AJbert.     Mentioned 384 

Schroeder,  Charles.     Mentioned 5.t5 

Scoot,  Andrew.     Mentioned 532 

Scotia,  Ship.    Mentioned 458 

Scott,  Henry  L. 

Correspondence  with  Winfleld  Soott ' S38 

Mentioned 348 

Soott,  James.     Mentioned 645 

Scott,  Robert  K.    See  Iloberl  K.  Seoti,  Soitooner. 

Scott,  Robert  W^.     Mentioned 392 

Soott,  Thomas  A.     Mentioned 612,617 

Soott,  Winfield. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Harvey 107 

Mannar,  J.  B 632 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 223,227.365,444 

Scott,  H.L 832 

War  Department,  IT.  8 227 

Woods,  Charles  B 220 


INDEX^  ^  851' 

Scott,  'Winfield — Continaud.  Page. 

MeutioniMl .". 4K), 

91,  94,  1 10,  111,  12.5, 127, 223,  224, 216-248,  289,  327, 385, 383, 416. 523, 625 

Scout,*  U.  8.  Hi^huouur.     Operutiona,  i^to.,  in  Potomac  liivor 593,594 

Sea  aull,Shii>.     Meutionwl 482,485 

Secretary,  Scbomior.     Montiuncd : 533 

Selden,  William.     See  Jfilliam  Selden,  Sttamer. 
Selfridge,  Ttaomaa  O. 

Corre8|iondence  with  Garrett  J.  Penderf^^raat 350 

Mentioned 279, 288, 389,  3,'55, 374, 375, 380 

Reports  of. 

Glouooster  Point,  Va.     Exchiingo  of  shots  between  U.  8.  8.  Yankee  and 

batteries  ou,  May  7, 1K61 380 

Vmikise,  V.  8. 8.     Oporntions  and  movements  of 37.'),  376 

Seminole,  l'.  S.  S. 

Collision  with  U.S.  8.  Valley  City 696,897 

Condition  and  needs  of 702 

Engagement  with  (.'onfederate  batteries  nt  Freestone,  Point,  Va.,  Sejitem- 

ber25,  1861 688-691 

Mentioned 665,666,676,694,700,762,767,769,770 

Oporations,  etc.,  in  Potomao  River 668,684,687 

Ordors  for  tuovenients 714 

Passage  of  Confederate  batteries  on  Potomac  River  by 718-721 

Semmes,  Alexander  A.     Montii.nod 289,291,343,566 

Semple,  James  A.     Mentioned 374 

Sener,  Joseph  W.     Mentioned 499 

Seward,  "William  H.     Mentioned 108, 

109,  111,  112, 156, 157, 163, 166, 237-240, 258, 340, 578, 6K 

Sewell's  Point,  Va.     Reconnotssauce  of.     Report  of  D.  L.  Braine 355 

Seymour,  O«orge.     Mentioned 610 

Sbaclcelford,  T.  R.     Meutiontnl 577 

Sharp,  William.    Mentioned 291 

Sbaw,  T.  Darrab. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  V.S 175 

Report  of  movements  ef  U.  S.  .S.  Montgomery 196 

Shepard,  Sdwin  M.     MiTitioncd 385 

Sherburne.  £.  A.     Mfnti.m<-d 686,687,689,699 

Sherman,  'William  T.     Meutioiiod 395 

Sherw^iu,  John.    Corrospuudence  witli  .losoph  R.  Flanigau 613 

Shipley, .    Mentioned 27 

Shoe,  Captain.     Meutiuued 394 

Shriver,  .Stoiinier.    Mentionc<} 396 

Shufeldt,  R.  W^.    Mentioned 182,332,349 

Sickles,  Daniel  E. 

Correspondence  with  Thomaa  T.  Craven 735 

Mentiom-d > 732,735,753 

Simmons,  G.  H.     Mentioned 521 

Simms,  Charles  C.     Mentioned 413,495,555,686 

Simons,  James.     Mentioned 254 

Simpson, Edward.    Mentioned 340,393 

Sinclair,  Arthur.     Mentioned 291,309 

Sinclair,  Oeorge  T. 

Mentioned 291, . 308,  399,  105 

Report  of  ubauduument  and  destmction  of  Norfolk  navy  yard,  April  20, 

1861 306 
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Sinclair,  ^^miam  B.     Mentione<l S9l 

Six  Sons,  Scbooner.     Pemiit  tu  mn  on  Putomao  River  rancelad 601 

Sludmore,  James.     See  Jame*  Skidmorr. 

Skinner,  Thomas.    Mentioned... SB 

Slack,  WiUiam  B. 

Corro8]K>ndcD('«  with 

U.  8.  Msrinr  Corpti,  L'umniauUsnt  of . . 

Watson,  Josiah 6 

Mentioned 581 

Slaves.     See  Fugitive  tlaret. 

Slavin,  Francis  P.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  nanigan SIS 

Blemmer,  Adam  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 113,114 

Brajrg,  Braxton 92,93 

Nary  Iiepartment,  U.  S 74 

JTavy  yard,  Pensacola,  Comiuandant  of - 12, 13 

War  IX^partmentiC.S 74 

MoDtioned 12, 

25,  26,  30.  32.  34-38,  47,  49-52,  54,  63,  76.  88,  JB,  117. 127, 137. 212, 313. 213 

Slemons,  John.    Mentioneil 581 

Slidell,  John. 

Corresfiondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  8 213 

Mentioned 74,213 

Small,  'Wilson.     See  fTiltoM  Small,  Steamer. 

Smead,  Lieutenant.     .Mentioned 106 

Smith,  C'aptain.     Mentioned 393 

Smith,  Mr.     Mentioned 630 

Smith,  Abel. 

Correspondence  with  Xavy  DepartmeDt,  U.  8 473,474 

Mentionwl 320,398 

Smith,  Albert  N.    Mentioned 115 

Smith,  C.  F.     <'orreai>onileuce  with  Nary  Department,  I*.  S 416 

Smith,  Daniel  Drake.     Correspondence  with  Niivy  Department,  U.  8 186 

Smith,  D.N.     <'orr»'Bpon<l<-nci<  with  Henry  Wilsjon 2 

Smith,  Frederick  R.     Mentioned S 

Smith,  George  M.     Sec  Gcortie  Af.  .S'wil/i,  Schooner. 
Smith,  Henry,     i^ee  Henri/  Siuith,  Srhoimcr. 
Smith,  Ira.     I'or  correspondence,  see  Kiiapp,  C.  f. 

Smith,  James  M.     Mentioned SS6 

Smith,  Melancton.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 172 

Smith,  T.  A.     Mentioned 621 

Smith,  ■Watson.     Mentioned 207, 20«,  232, 237, 239. 240 

Smith,  VTilliam  P.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  T,  Craven 678 

Smith,  ^ViUiam  Taylor. 

Corr(>«i>ondeneo  with  Philip  St. G.Cocke 773 

Mentioned 772,773 

Smith,  Z.  R.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 622 

SneU,  Alfred  T.     Mentioned 337,764 

Snow,  W.  D.    Correspondence  with  Ciarrutt  J.  Peudergrast 324 

Snyder,  George  W^.     Mentioned 243,252,363,448,449 

Solomon,  D  ,  &  Co.     Meulioued 154 

Somerset,  Kelioouer.     Capture  and  destmction  of 60T 

Sophia,  Steamer.     Mentioned 676,577 

South  Carolina.     Ulockade  of  coast  of.    See  Blockade  of  SoHthent  port*. 


I'KgS. 

South  Carolina,  Oovemor  of.    Corre8]ioii<lence  with  Coiifetlontte  .SIjiUm  Coiii- 

missioners 2iJS.  2iMI 

South  Carolina,  U.  S,  S. 

Ab«tr»ct  log,  May  22-June  7, 1861 20H 

Mentioned 2U3,^KI 

Movements  of JIX) 

Ordern  for  luovementa 173 

Southern  porta.     Blockade  of.     t^ioe  Jlloikode  of  .'ioiilhem  fMnli. 

Sparks,  Thomas.     S«o  Thomat  Sporkt,  Sleaiuer. 

Speake,  J.  L.     Mentioned i>xi 

Spear,  Robert.     Corresjmnilence  with  Navy  Department,  U. 8 i'tS 

Spearing,  H.  B.     .Seo  //.  /■,'.  Spearing,  Harkinline. 

Speere,  J.  W.     dirrcspondeucy  with  Joseph  K.  Kluuigan 613 

Spence  &  Reid.     Jlcinlioned fWiS 

Speucer,  C.  B.     Report  of  condition  of  U.S.  S.Tbomiis  rrcebom T>H> 

Spinney,  Joseph.     Mentioned (570,  707 

Spotswood,  Charles  F.  M.     Mentioned ?91,  40r>.  ."oH 

Spransey,  Joseph  R.     Mentioned GUM,  688 

Sproston,  J.  Olendy. 
Correspondence  with 

Gillis,  .lohn  1' 461,463 

Navy  yard,  WashinRton,  Commandant  of 436, 416.  460,  J70 

Mentioned 428,432,438.441,451,  462,  4ir>,  467 

Keports  of, 

Aipiia  Creek,  Va.     Erection  of  battery  on 462 

Kettle  llottoni  Slioals,  I'otoniuc  Kiver.     Replucinij  of  liuoya 441 

rowhiitiiti,  U.  S.  S.     ( Iperu linns,  ntc,  in  I'littMuar  Kiver 433,  451 

Rappiiliiinnock  liivyr.     Aflairs  in 4fii>-467 

Stafford  Mills,  Va.     Kn^ii^ement  at.     Reports  of 

Horris,  Arnold  i; 711 

Streat,  William  T 711 

Stanley,  John.     Mentioned 581 

Stanly,  Fablua. 

Correapondpnco  with  T.  Aunrnstos  Craven 4 

Mentioned S 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.     Mentioned  .......  66, 73,  77, 125, 136,  227.  247, 285,  327,  39.'>,  482 

For  norrexpondem^e,  see  JVar  Department,  C  S. 

Stanton  &  Co.     CoTrespouden<'e  with 

BeoUe,  Captain  of 218 

Whitmore,  Captain  of 218 

Star,  Steamer.     See  Montioello,  V.  S.  S. 

Star  of  the  South,  Ameriian  steamer.     Mentioned 372,  446.  447 

Star  of  the'W^est,  SteaniKr.     Mentioned 58,103,106,165,184,220-223,246 

State  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Confederate  States  Commissioners 256-260 

Lamar,  C.  A.  L 257 

State  Department,  IT.  S.    Correspcmdeni-e  with 

Carrington,  Edward  C 594 

Draper,  S 156 

Orinnell,  M.H 187 

Kennedy,  John  A 085 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 445,  .'i69 

Porter,  David  D 112,122 

U.S.  land  and  naval  fcmw),  Cninniandera  of 602 

U.  S.  uaval  force,  Cumuiundera  of 
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state  of  Maine,  Steamer.     Mentioned 
Steece,  Tecumseb.     Mentioned 
Steedmaii,  Charles. 
Correspondence  with 

Crosby,  Peirce , 332,352,397 

Felton.S.  M avi 

Navy  yard,  rhiladelphia.  Commandant  of 314, 3-1 1 

Watmougli,  reniUetoD  G SiW 

Mentioned 319, 322, 334, 339, 340, 354, 3!M 

Report  of  operations  i  n  Chesapeake  Ray 3#i 

Bteiner,  Garret.    Mentioned 581 

Stellviragen,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 691 

Stephens,  Tilot.    Mintioued 436,461 

Stephens,  Jacob.     Mentioned 333 

Stepping  Stones,  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned 738,747,751,754,755 

Stevens,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 048 

Stevens,  William  O.    Mentioned 729 

Stewart,  Dr.     Mentioned 667,681 

Ste'wart,  Mrs.     Mentioned ..i, 58-1 

SteT^art,  Charles.     Jlcntioutnl 218 

Stewart,  Oeorge  H.     Men  tinned 577 

Ste'wart,  John.    CurreHpotideuce  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

Stewart,  Samuel.     Montiouo<l 581 

Stewart,  Thomas  R. 

Corre»])<)ndBUce  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 651 

Mentioned 649,650 

Stewart,  ■William  P.     Mentioned 337, 385,  70}t,  7<» 

Stillvrell,  James.     Mentioned 156 

Stirk,  Henry  A.     Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigau 613 

Stone,  Chcirles  P.    Mentioned 488 

Storer,  G-eorge  W. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 19 

Finding  in  court  of  enquiry,  James  Armstrong 48 

Storrow,  Samuel  A.    Correxpondence  with  lieigart  n.  Lowry SOI 

Stratton,  M.  A.  F.     Mentioned 511 

Street,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with  James  Gray 746 

Mentioned 603 

Reports  of 

Dana,  U.  S.  schooner.     Condition  of 761 

Mathias  Point,  Va.     Reconnoissntice  of 961 

Stafford  Mills,  Va.    Engagement  at 711 

T.  J.  Evans,  Schooner.    Seizure  of 650 

Stxlbllng,  John  M.     Mentioned 9, 10 

Stringham,  Silas  H. 

Correspondence  with  Garrett  J.  Pendcrgrast 393 

Mentioned 92,127,149,168,197,198,347, 

248, 257, 328, 332, 336, 337, 367, 369, 390, 445, 466, 490. 549, 869, 560, 606, 629 

Report  of  movements  of  U.S.  8.  Niagara 333 

Strong,  James  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  S.  Mohawk 88 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Adams 163 

Mentioned 91,94,96,127 

Reports  of. 

Mohawk,  U.  S.  6.     Movements  of 146 

Transports,  U.  8.     Convoy  and  protection  of 94, 96, 101, 103, 106, 139 
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INDEX.  855 

V»ge. 

Btnart,  John  H.    Mentioned 775 

Stnrgis,  Rossell.    Mentioned 225,246,248 

Stayveaant,  M.  B.    Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Washington  navy 

yard 489 

Smnxiiera,  Charles.    Mentioned 555 

Soznner,  a«orge  W.    Mentioned 385 

Sumter,  C.  S.  8.    Mentioned 165 

Supply,  U.  S.  storeship. 

Abstract  log,  Jannaiy  9-Jnne  14,1861 210 

Mentioned 13,16.21,23,24,26,27,30,34- 

37, 39, 40, 44, 47-50, 52, 62, 63, 73, 81, 102, 119, 127, 155, 156, 161, 162, 179, 302 

Movements  of 93,94,97,100,105,166,201 

Oi>eration8,  etc.,  in  defense  of  Fort  Pickens,  Ha 78 

Orders  for  movements 11,12,15,45,88,204 

Transports  paroled  United  States  troops  from  Pensacola  navy  yard  to  New 

York 64 

Sutton,  Captain.    Mentioned 5-47,548 

Su'wranee,  Steamer. 

Detention  of,  at  Key  West,  Flu 184 

Mentioned 209 

Swan,  Steamer.    Mentioned 208 

Byrann,  Samuel  A.    Mentioned 600 

S'vrann,  Thomas  L.    Mentioned 201 

Swift,  Mr.    Mentioned 603 

Swift,  John.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

T.J.Evans,  Sloop.    Seizure  of 649-652 

T.  W.  Riley,  Sloop.     Destruction  of 615-617 

Talcott,  Andre'w.    Correspondence  with  Kobert  £  Lee 404 

Talcott,  Thomas  M.  R.    Mentioned 309,405 

Taliaferro, .    Arrest  of 573,574 

Taliaferro,  'William  B. 

Appointed  to  command  Virginia  troopH  at  Norfolk,  Va...'. 399 

Correspondence  with  Rot>ert  E.Lee 406 

Mentioned 288,291,382,399 

Reports  of. 

Gloucester  Point,  Va. 

Exchange  of  shots  between  U.  8. 8.  Yankee  and  batteries  on 381 

Movements  of  United  States  vessels  near 408 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.    Occupation  of,  by  Confederate  forces 306 

Tappan,  John  B.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 186 

Tatem,  Samuel.    Mentioned 555 

Tattnall,  Josiah.    Mentioned 127 

Tayloe,  John.    Mentioned 667,668 

Taylor,  A.  B.    Report  of  measures  for  protection  of  Fort  Washington,  Md 409 

Taylor,  Nelson. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Craven 731 

Mentioned 729,732,773 

Taylor,  Richard  C.    Mentioned 308 

Teaser,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  July  5, 1861 562,563 

Release  of. 561 

Tennessee,  Steamer.    Mentioned 66,165 

Tennessee  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— Walker's  Battery,  495, 496, 499, 500. 542, 543. 
Infantry— Walker  Legion,  497, 498, 500, 501, 
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Terrett,  Oeorge  H.  Page. 

Mentioned 479,480,773 

Beport  of  evsKuiition  of  Alf.xaudriii,  Va.,  by  Confederate  troops,  May  24, 

mn 481 

Terry,  Silas  W.     )Iuntiunud 385 

Teschemascher,  Henry  F.    Correspondenfe  with  William  Conway 57 

Texas.     m<ii-k;iilo  of  i-o.ist  of.     Srtf  lilockaiU  of  Southern  jiortt. 

Texas,  steamer.     .Vleiitinut'd 165 

Thatcher,  Colonel.     Moutioned 861 

Theresa  C,  Schooner.     Seizure  of 393 

Thomas,  Charles  "W.     Mentioned 31,249 

Thomas  Collyer,  Stoamer. 

Capture  of 484 

Mentioned 783 

Keleasoof 486 

Thomas  Freeborn,  U.  .S.  S. 

.Ml'.iirut  .Miilhias  I'uint,  \u.,  June  27, 1861 536-545 

Condition  anil  ii«<eili*  of 502,545,572,582 

En^^iigumenl  with  Confederate  batteries 

.\l  Aqniii  Creek,  Va.,  May  29-Jnne  1,1861 490-601 

Near  Maryland  Point,  Va 749,750 

Fitting  out  of,  for  Totoniac  Flotilla 458 

Lowry,  U,  B. 

ApiiointoJ  to  roiuuiand 539 

AssamcK  i-oniniand 445 

Mentioned 244,  249,  250, 467, 472,  474, 484, 508-510, 512, 516, 

518, 519, 523, 529, 5:n,  Xiii,  54fi,  5.56.  559,  'AM.  562. 5(55,  .5t57,  .569,  ,573. 576, 593- 
595,  607,  611,  626,  662,  666, 667,  694, 720,  731,  741,  751,  763,  764,  766,  767, 769 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Pobnnoc  River 471, 

475, 526,  547, 649, 550, 564, 571, 5T2,  ,575,  587.  .591, 598 

Orders  for  movements 539 

Thomas,  George.     Mentioned 291 

Thomas,  L.     Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Tompkins 233 

Thomas,  Nathaniel  W.     Mentioned 385 

Thomas,  R.     (Riiliard  T.  Zarvona).     Mentioned 554.555,570 

Thomas  Sparks.  .Steumer.     .Mentioned 396-398 

Thompson,  J.  R.     .See  J.  II.  ThompKun,  Steamer. 

ThonipEou,  Egbert.     Mentioned 207,208,230,233 

Thompson.  James.     Mentioned 656 

Thompson,  Joseph.     Mentioned 665 

Thompson,  'William  C.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 18S 

Thomson.  J.  Edgar. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  V.  l>ii  I'ont 820 

Mentioned 339 

Thorbuni,  Charles  E.    Mentioned 585 

Thorbura,  Rob«rt  D.     Mentioned 495,499,531,775 

Thornton,  Major.     Mentioned 233 

Thornton,  Mr.     Mentioned 213 

Tiger,  Private.     Mentioned 581 

Tigress,  Tug. 

Charter  of,  by  U.  8.  Oovemment 627 

Mentioned 632,636,652,653,666-668,732 

Orders  for  movements 631 

Todd,  Henry  D. 

Appoiutfil  fliijf-lieuunaut  of  Home  .S<|nadron 377 

Correspondence  with  Garrett  .J.  I'euilergrasl 837 
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Page. 

Todd,  Westwood  A.    MentioDed 400 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D. 

Correspondence  with  L.  Thomas 233 

Mentioned 91,96,233,248,360 

Toombs,  Robert.    Mentioned 213 

For  correspondence,  see  State  Department,  C  S. 
Tortngaa,  Fla. 

Affairs  at.    Report  of  T.  Angnstas  Craven 69 

Measures  for  protection. 

Communications  fh>m  , 

Brown,  Harvey 143 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 3, 83, 142 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 82 

Totten,  Joseph  G 83 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Adams,  Henry  A 145 

Brown,  Harvey 13;f 

Craven,  T.  Aagnstus 4 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 3,7,66,75 

Proclamation  of  President,  U.  S 163 

Reports  of 

Adams,  Henry  A 144 

Brown,  Harvey 145 

Craven,  T.  Augustus 3 

Gibson,  Alexander 150, 195 

Totten,  Joseph  O.    Correspondence  with  . 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 83 

Navy  Department,  tj.  S 83 

Toucey,  Isaac. 

Mentioned 20, 35, 44, 64, 70, 72, 73, 77, 82, 87, 212, 223, 272, 302, 303. 3(B 

Testimony  as  to  the  abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  uiivy 

yard 302 

For  correspondence,  see  Xavg  Department,  U.  S. 
To'wer,  Zealous  B. 

Correspondence  with  Harvey  Brown 183 

Mentioned  113,117,122,181 

Towers,  Captain.    Mentioned 421 

Townsend,  Ed-ward  D.    Correspondence  with 

Vogdes,  Israel 90 

Wright,  H.  G 296 

To-wnaend,  Robert.    Mentioned 700 

Tracy,  Charles  TV.    Mentioned 385 

Trader,  BamaeL    Mentioned 620,621 

Tranaports,  17.  8.     Convoy  and  protection  of.  ^ 

Communications  from 

Aspinwall,  William  H 327,349 

Hooker,  Joseph 753 

■    Navy  Department,  U.  8 347 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 671 

Sandford,  Charles  W 320,336 

Ward,  James  H 91 

War  Department,  U.  8 329,482 

Orders  and  iustmctions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 . . . .  90, 170-172, 325, 327, 342, 360, 423, 424, 438, 480, 482 
Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of 331 
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TrausportB,  U.  8.    Convoy  aud  iiruU-ction  uf— Continiiod.  Faga. 

Orders  aud  iiistriictiuiiB. 

Navy  yard,  I'hiladelphiii,  Couinuuidunt  of 314 

Nuvy  yard,  Wualiiugtun,  Coiumaudaut  uf 438,  44!*,  4Sk>,  464 

KupurU  of 

Broeae,  Samuel  L 170,171 

Crosby,  I'eirca 397 

Du  Pont,  Saninel  V 394 

Gilli8,.IohnP 432,447,455,457,460,461,467,472 

Uowison,  H.L 455 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  ComraiiM<l:iiit  of 91,93-96,313,344 

Navy  yard,  Wasliiugtou,  Commuiidaiit  of 461 

Strong,  Jarues  H 94,96,101,103,106,139 

lYeuchard,  Stejihon  D 463 

Ward,  .lames  II 533 

Watiiioiigli,  I't'udletou  G 396 

Travere,  Ht.  and  Mrs.     Kxuiiiiiiatiou  aiid  deteiitiou  of 575,576 

Travis,  J.  Thomas.    Meutiuned 705 

Treasury  Department,  U.  8.    CorrcspondBueo  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 447,487 

Valiant,  William  T 511 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D. 

Appuiuted  tu  lomiiiiind  U.  8.  S.  Keystoue  State 318 

Correapondeiict^  with 

l>u  Tout,  .Siimiu'l  F 

Nuvy  Department,  IJ.  S 323,365 

Navy  yard,  Wasbiugtou,  Commandaut  of 444, 503 

Mentioned 281,344 

Repurta  of. 

Keystoue  State,  U.  S.  S.    Crnise  of,  from  Wasbiugtou,  D.  C,  to  Now 

York  and  return 440 

TrauHportH,  U.  8,    Convoy  and  protection  of 463 

Trial,  Urig.    Mentioned 446 

Trilley,  Joseph.    Meutiuned 761 

Trimble,  J.  R.     Meutioued 317,396,397 

Trobel,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 495 

Truxtun,  ■William T.     Montiouod 284,304 

Tucker,  Mr.     Mentioned - 665 

Tucker,  John  R.    Mentioned 391,300,404 

Tucker, 'William.     Correspondence  with  Joseph  K.  Klunigan 613 

Tally,  Thomas.     Mentioned 610 

Tyler,  Robert  O.    Mentioned S49 

Tynan,  John  W,     Moutiono<l 566 

aTysou,  Herbert  B.    Montiou«<l 885 

Unadllla,  U.  S.  8.    Napulouu  Collins  appoiated  to  command (MS 

Uncle  Ben,  Tug.     Mentioned 249,  £30 

Undervrood,  W^illiam.     See  William  I'nderwoud,  Charlered  ileamer. 
Underwriter,  U.  S.  S. 

I  (.'unditiuM  .and  needs  of IKUt,  699 

^^B  Lowry,  li.  li.,  assumes  command  of 700 

^^  Mentioned 626,  aie,  060, 66N,  681,  69« 

^^^  Transfer  of,  to  Potomac  Flotilla ,      630 

I  Union.     Correspoudeucu  with  .Stephen  C.  Rowan 593 

I  Union,  U.  .S.  S. 

t  Abstratt  log,  Aujiust  22-Deo«mbor  10,1861 76S 

^^^  Charter  and  tlttiug  out  of 32; 
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Union,  IT.  S.  S.— Continued.  Vage. 

Condition  and  needs  of i .• 723,759 

GoldsboTongh,  John  K. 

Appointed  to  command 321 

Relieved  of  command 655 

Harrell,  A.  D. 

Aaonmes  command  of 695 

Believed  of  command  of 761 

Mentioned 474, 632, 666, 667, 676, 706, 724, 730-732, 749, 760, 767 

Operations,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River. .  623, 654, 709, 710, 720, 728, 741, 744, 748, 7^5-758 

Orders  for  movements , 357,618,761 

Watmongh,  Pendleton  O. 

Assumes  command  of 659 

Belinqnishes  command  of 696 

Union  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— Regimenis :  let  (Jiegulari),  4,  12,  63;  2d,  M  (Regulart),  107;  4th 

(JJ^t»Ior»),396;  Flying,  211. 
Infantry— Regiments :  3d,  C  (Begulan),  107;  Washington  Light,  A,  421; 

Union  Volunteers,  C,  421 ;  German  Turner  Rifles,  A,  421. 
Engineers — ^Topographical,  508, 535. 
United  States,"  C.  S.  receiving  ship.    Thomas  R.  Rootes  appointe<I  to  com- 
mand        405 

United  States,  U.  S.  frigate. 

Abandoned  at  Norfolk,  Va 295 

Mentioned 295,402,405 

Pumping  out  of,  by  Confederates 402 

United  States,  Steamer.    Mentioned 165 

V.  H.  Ivy,  C.  S.  privateer.    Mentioned 208 

Valiant,  William  T.    Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department,  U.  S 511 

Valley  City,  U.  S.  8. 

Abstract  log,  September  13-October  22, 1861 770 

Collision  with  U.  S.  S.  Seminole 696,697 

Mentioned 677,688-690,708,700,716,717,738 

Van  Bnren,  James  L.     Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Washington 

navy  yard , 732 

Vanderbilt,  Steamer.    Mentioned 361 

Vandlver,  Ben.    See  Ben  Vandiver,  Schooner. 
Van  Vllet,  Stewart. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 717 

Mentioned 698,729 

Varlna,  U.  8.  Coast  Survey  schoouer.    Mentioned 322 

Velasoo,  Vessel.    Mentioned 206 

Vera  Cruz,  U.  S.  consul  at.    Correspondence  with  Garrett  .1.  Pendergrast. . .        72 

Vice-President,  U.  8.    Mentioned 321,327,333 

Vickery,  Jacob.    Mentioned 308 

Village  Belle,  Schooner.    Mentioned 752 

Virginia.    Blockade  of  coast  of.    See  Blockade  of  Southern  porU. 

Virginia.    Extracts  from  Executive  Journal  of  State  of 399 

Virginia,  OoTemor  oC    Correspondence  with 

Doran,E.C 312 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of 311 

Taliaferro,  William  B 306 

Virginia,  Steamer.    Mentioned 459, 465, 466, 470 


*  Formerly  U. ».  fH^ate  TTnited  Statra. 
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Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned.  I'M"- 

Artillery — Krederick-Hlmrg,  498. 

Infantry — Rinhnioml  Volnntcers,  K,  499;  Stafford  Oaards,  499;  Virf^nia 
VolunteerH,  773,  774. 

Vladimar,  Kiissiau  Hteamer.     Mentioned 328  \ 

Vogdes,  Israel. 

Corrbapondi'Dco  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 80,110,115-118 

Towuaend,  Kdward  D 90 

Mentioned 89,96,109-111,115,120,125,176 

W.  H.  Middleton,  Siimok.     Mentioned 203 

■Wabash,  U.S.S.     M<>iiti..nod :«12.  :«2,  373, 697 

Wade,  .    Mentiuiifd 2tf2 

Wainwright,  Richard. 

Corre8(»>udei>ce  with  conimandant  of  Washington  navy  yard 707 

Mentioned ." 413,630.512,654,655,749 

Widke,  Henry. 

Correspondence  witb 

Dunn,  K.  W 62 

Navy  yard,  I'ensaeola,  Commandant  of 11,  12, 15 

Mentioned U1.  27,50,  Kl,  170 

Reports  of. 

Fort  I'iokens,  Fla. 

Affairs  at 78 

Protection  of 63 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.    Transportation  of  paroled  prisoners  from . .        64 
■Walker,   Edward  A.     lieport  of  sigDiils  between  Marylund  iiud  Virginia 

sliores 684 

Walker,  H.  H.     Correspondence  with  Unoiel  Hiif;j;le» 64S{ 

Walker,  L.  P.     For  ((irresiinndi'iiee,  see  liar  Jlrpartiiml,  C.  S. 

W^alker,  John  S.     Mentioned 49.-.,  497, 499,  .tOI,  543 

Walker,  R.  L.     Mentioned 634 

"Walker,  W^illiam  M.    MeutiontHl 293,294 

Walker.  William  S. 

CorreHpondence  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 82,89,93,100 

Kut>pp,  C.  P 93 

Navy  l>epartiuont,  I'.  8 66.74,84,220 

War  Depart  nieut,  U.  8 74 

Mentioned 6fi.  102.  1 1.'.,  119,  220 

Heport  of  cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relievo  Fort  Siiiuter, 

HA' 221 

Wallace,  James.     Mcntione<I 385 

Walpole,  Thomas.     Ciirrespondeuce  with  .Toseph  R.  Flanigan 613 

■Walter,  Ernest.     Sleutioned 610 

■Walter,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with  coniniandnnt  of  Washington  navy  yard 536 

Mentioned 427,433,436.463,471 

TJ^Talton,  Randolph.    Mentione«l 635 

Wanderer,  Y:icht.     .Seizure  and  detention  of 169 

■War  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Hate,  William  B , 500 

BeaurcKard,  G.T 138 

Ilr:in«,  Braxton 134-136,138 

Brown,  J.  E 
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War  Department,  C.  S.    Correapondence  with — Continned.  I'sgc- 

Holme8,T.  H 551,552 

MoCluskey,  M.  W 501 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 552 

Worden,  JohuL 136 

TVar  Department,  U.  8.    Correspondence  with 

Glynn,  James,  eial 74 

Maryland,  Governor  of G17 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 189, 232, 244, 272,  Jtli  420, 421, 482, 557, 628, 646, 730 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of ; 329,331 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  Commandant  of 731 

Scott,  Winfield 227 

Slemmer,  Adam  J 74 

Ward,  Martin.    Mentioned 581 

'Ward,  James  H. 

Conrespondence  with 

Bndd.  William 519 

Navy  Department,  V.  S.  91, 488, 494, 504, 505, 508, 510, 511, 514, 521, 529, 531, 533 

Rowan,  Stephen  C 512,538 

Death  of 536-538,540,541 

Mentioned 90,94,233,343,361,430, 

443, 461,  458, 467, 471, 472, 474, 476, 486, 487,  492, 193, 502, 503, 518-520, 527, 
532,  534,  530,  537-541,  545, 546, 551, 553, 554, 561, 562, 570, 572, 584, 590, 761 

Proposition  to  establinh  Flying  Flotilla ^20 

Reports  of. 

Christiana  Keen,  Schooner.     Burning  of 516 

Potomac  Flotilla. 

Operations  and  movements  of 484, 509,526 

Engagement  between  vessels  of,  and  batteries  on  Aquia  Creek, 

Va 490^92 

Potomac  River.    Affairs  on 475,509 

•VJTardrop,  David  "W.    Mentioned 289,291,292,294,296 

Ware,  John.    Mentioned 680 

'Ware,  TIiomaB  R,    Mentioned 348 

Warren,  Isaac.    Mentioned 760 

^97aiTington,  Lewis,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Pensacola  navy  yard 11 

Mentioned 49,50 

Testimony  concerning  surrender  of  Pensacola  navy  yard 21-24 

Washington,  George.    Mentioned 667,668 

Washington,  JohnT.    Mentioned 775 

Washington,  Mary.     See  Mary  Wathinglon,  Steamer. 

Washington,  Mason.    Mentioned 681 

N^atchman,  Schooner.    Mentioned 515 

•Water  Witch,  U.  8.  S. 

Commissioned 106 

Mentioned 126,127,131,153,154,181,182,201,271,302 

Movements  of 139,147,155,1.59,166,199 

Orders  for  movements 106, 138,160.280 

•Watmough,  Pendleton  O. 

Assumes  command  of  U.  S.  8.  Union 659 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 618.05!) 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of 3,')  I 

Mentioned ■. 319,339,348,352,374,394,395,397,768 


Watmough,  Pendleton  O. — Cuntiniied.  m^^^^^^^^m  Paga 

Ordered  to  duty  ut  rerryville,  Md 323 

Roli(|uiNlira  cuiiimaud  ul"  U.  S.  S.  Uuiou 695 

Ri'port  of  o]K^riitiuiiM  in  CUi-siipuaku  Buy 396 

Watson,  Major.     Mentiuuod 533 

Watson,  Mr.     Moutiunud 674.679 

Watson,  Josiah. 

Corri-8pondi>uco  witli 

Kuapp,  C.  P 6 

Slaok,  W.  IJ 6 

Mentioned 6,38-30,43,50,53 

ParoU>of 73 

Testiniiiiiy  concerning  surrender  of  PeiUMoola  navy  yanl 24-37,  SO,  41, 43 

'W^atson,  Samuel.    Meiitiouud 295 

Watts,  George.     Montionod ,       585 

Weaver,  Benjamin.     Moutioui'd 645 

Webster,  John  A.    Mentioned 271 

Weems,  George.     S<h^'  Geortje  WeeiHt,  Steamer. 

Weidmau,  John.    Montioni'd 385 

Weisiger,  David  A.     Mentioned 306 

Weller,  J.  B.     For  corrfspondmce,  see  ilexioo,  U.  8.  minitter  to. 

W^elles,  Gideon.     Mentioned 49.53-o6,  94, 101, 110, 

111,  125, 13*5,  213,  217, 231,  232, 234, 248,  Z'JO,  334,  341, 359.  373,  370, 383,  :»!, 
393,  411.  425.  437,  455,  459, 519,  530, 559,  592,  593, 601, 621, 634, 652,  708,  734 
For  correspondence,  see  Xavi/  UeparlmcHl,  V.  S. 

Welsh,  Charles  W.     Mi'utioned 44 

Wemple,  David  D.     Mentioned 385 

Werden,  Reed.      I'orrespondence  with  commandant  of  Philadelphia  navy 

yard 559 

W^est,  Brig.     Seizure  of 393 

W^est,  William  C. 

Apjiointed  to  conniiand  Mtoiimer  Bultiiuore 439 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  yard,  Washmgtcm,  Commandant  of 448,449,454,460,464 

Peudergrust,  (Jarrett  J 359 

Mentionud 358,440,477 

'Wheeler,  Captain.    Mentioaed 684 

Wheelwright,  Frederick.     Mentioned 646 

Whelau,  Moses.     Mentioned 581 

Whetmoro,  Hiram.     .Mentioned 566 

Wtildiii,  William.     !>oi-  WilUam  WliiUUu,  .Stenmer. 

Whipple,  W.     Corrospouduncu  with  Navy  Department,  V.  8 186 

White,  Bliok.     Mentioned 681 

White,  George  B.     Mentioned 319,395,397,627 

Wliite  House  Bluff. 

Examination  of.     Uoport  of  Thomas  S.  KiUebrowu 435 

Expedition  to,  June   19,   1861.      Koport   of  commandant  of  Wosiiingtoii 

navy  yard 524 

White,  Richard.     Mentioned 681 

Whitestoue  Point,  Va. 

Kreetion  of  battery  at.     Ueport  of  Thonuis  T.  Craven 677 

ItecounoittsauoK  of.     Report  of  K.  IC.  Wyman 681 

^Vrhltuig,  W.  H.  C.    -Mentioned 691 

Whitmore,  Captain.     Correspondence  with  Thomas  O.  Moore 218 

Whitmore,  Captain  of.    CorrcHpoudouoe  \vith  .Stanton  A  Co 818 

Whitmore,  Martba.    Sue  ilarfha  ll'liitmvre,  SItif, 
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WUttle,  1)71111801  C.  Pugs 

Correspondence  with 

Leo,  Robert  E 382 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of 400 

Mentioned 381,382 

Wlgfoll,  IiooIb  T.    Report  of  engagement  Iw^twoen  battery  on  Freeatoiie 

Point,  Va.,  and  vessels  of  Potomac  Flotilla,  September  25, 1861 . .      691 

Wiley,  James.    Mentioned 232 

Wilkes,  Charles. 

Mentioned 200,292,293 

Beport  of  abandonment  and  destruction  of  Norfolk  navy  yard 293 

Wlllooz,  O.  B.    Mentioned 480 

William  B.  Reany,  Tng. 

Explosion  of  boiler 396-398 

Mentione*! 408 

\7illiam  Q.  Hewes,  Steamer.    Mentioned 165 

William  Henry,  Schooner.    Mentioned 515 

William  Peters,  Schooner.    Mentioned 515 

William  Saulsbury,  Schooner.    Seizure  of 393 

William  Belden,  Steamer.    Capture  of 386 

'WHliam  Undenxrood,  Chartered  steamer.    Mentioned 468 

William  Wliildin,  Steamer.    Mentioned 397,769 

Williams,  Captain.    Mentioned 621 

Williams,  Daniel  W.    Mentioned : 555 

Williams,  J.  S.    Correspondence  with  W.  B.  Franklin 635 

Williams,  John.    Mentioned 537,5.38,540-542 

'Williams,  Iia^nrrence.    Correspondence  with  Na\-y  Department,  U.  S  601 

Williams,  Samael.    Mentioned 295 

VITilllamB,  8.  A.    Correspondence  with  Ebenezer  Farrand 8 

\71UiamB,  Setb.    Correspondence  with 

Moses,! 634 

Navy  Department,  U.  S '. 697 

'Williams,  Thomas  E.    Mentioned '. 706 

Williamson,  James  C. 

Assumes  command  of  U.S. brig  Perry 706 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 706 

Mentioned 119,155,211 

Report  of  affairs  on  Potomac  River 752 

Williamson,  R.  B.    Mentioned 729 

Williamson,  Thomas  H. 

Mentioned 739,774 

Report  of  reconnoissance  in  Aquia  Creek,  Va 771 

WlUmtith,  Oeorge. 

Mentioned 413,418,421,425,426 

Report  of  cruise  of  U.S.S.  Mount  Vernon 425 

W^lllson,  P.  W.    Mentioned 387 

Wilson,  Henry.    Correspondence  with  D.  N.  Smith 226 

VTllson,  James.    Mentioned 586 

Wilson,  John.    See  John  Wilson,  Schooner. 

Wilson,  JohnB.    Mentioned 615 

Wilson,  Joseph.     Mentioned 232 

Wilson  Small,  Steamer.    Mentioned 504,511,532,586,587 

Windsor  Porest,  Ship.    Mentioned 164 

Wise,  Captain.    Mentioned 499,500 

Wise,  Qeorge  D.    Correspondence  with  A.  D.  Bacho 526 


Wise,  Henry  A.  (Ex-Govemor  of  Virgiuin).     Mcntiniu-d 406 

'Wise,  Henry  A.  (I'.  8.  Navy).    Meutiono<l 2{)0, 293-295 

Wood,  Abel  1.     Mentioned 581 

Wood,  George  W.     Mentioneil 385 

Wood.Robert  C.jr.     Mentioned 93,99,117,217 

Woodbury,  Daniel  P.     Mentioned 635,764 

^oodhuU,  Maxwell. 

Corrospondenco  with  Navy  Departnient,  U.  8 282 

Mentioned 282-284.291,293,318 

Woods,  Charles  R.     Correspondence  with  Wiufleld  Scott 320 

Woods,  David  C. 

('urresiiniiduiire  with  commandnut  of  Wonhington  navy  yard 500 

Mentioned 477,523 

■Woodward,  Edwin  T.     Mentioned 385 

Woodward,  John  B.     Moutionetl 468  ' 

■Wooford,  (,'aptuiu.     Meulioue<l 393 

Wool,  J.  B.     Mentioned 321, 323, 327, 331-33:<,  360,  372 

Worden,  John  L. 

Arrest  of 118,135,138 

C'orrospondenre  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 118 

Wiir  Department,  C.  S 136 

Mentioned -" 115,125,135,136,211 

Keport  oC  services  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens,  Flu Ill 

Worthiugtou,  Charles.     Corre»pondeiico  with  Novy  Depnrtmcnt,  U.  8 ,       650 

Wright,  H.  a. 

Mentioned 285,289,290.292-39(5,309 

Report  of  aliandonment  and  destruction  of  Norfolk  navy  yard,  April  20, 

1861 296 

■Wright,  Jane.     See  Jane  )f'riglit,  $loop. 

■Wright,  Robert  C.     Mentioned 373 

■Wyandotte,  I'.  S.  S. 

Almlniet  loj:,  .lanuiiry  12-Miiy  16,1801 210 

Baldwin,  Augustn.s  S.,  assumes  eonmiand  of 154 

Condition  and  needs  of 98,  101,  118,  119 

Mentioned 10,  12,  21,23,24,26,  30-37,40,  45, 47-50,  .'•,2-54,  64,  71, 

77-82,  8.->.  8S,  104,  111,  114,  116. 117, 120,  122. 127, 132,  137. 140.  143.  144,  l.W 
15,">,  l.',(),  17i>,  181,  182,  197.  201,  208,  209,  214,  216,  302,  395,  3!17,  711.  73.1.  754 

Operations,  etc.,  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens,  Fla 115.118,  166,  175 

Orders  for  raovcnients 4,13,14,05,75,131,176 

Wyman,  R.  H. 

Appointed  to  cnmuiand  Potoniao  Flotilla 761 

AsHiimes  command  of  V.  S.  S.  Pawnee 709 

Correspondenee  wiili 

Craven,  Tliouuis  T 703 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 714 

Mentioned 577,595.600,015,722,767 

Reports  of. 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  S.    Paiwngeof  Confederate  batteries  on  Potomac  River  by      722 

Pocahontas,  U.  8.  S.    Open  tions,  etc.,  in  Potomac  River 669 

Potomac  River.    Afl'airs  on 6OT 

WliiteMtoue  Point,  Va.    Reconnoissonce  of. 61 

■yanoy, .     Mentioned H 

Taucey,  John  O.     Mentioned 4! 


'index.  865 

Tankee,  IT.  8.  S.  f«k» 

CoUiRion  with  sohooner  Sunael  B.  Grioe 701 

Condition  and  needs  of 350,608,615 

Conduct  of  oommanding  officer  of. .561 

Correspondence  concerning  charter  of 379,384 

Eastman,  Thomas  H.,  appointed  to  command 707 

Exchange  of  shots  with  batteries  at 

Gloucester  Point,  Va.,  May  7, 1861 380-382 

Marlborough  Point,  Va 590 

Expedition  to  Kinsale,  Va 604 

Mentioned 244,249,250,208,332,333,336,347,348,351,354, 

355,  358,  360, 371 ,  393, 486, 487, 565, 570, 573, 575, 588. 591 ,  592, 596, 607, 611, 
614,  616,  617, 626, 633, 834, 637, 641, 646, 647-649, 652, 658, 662, 666, 673, 675, 
677,  681,  683,  687,  692, 694, 696, 702-704, 709, 710, 714, 716, 718, 721, 764, 766 
Operations,  etc. 

Destruction  of  Norfolk  Navy  Yard 289,291,292 

Potomao  River 485,571,577,595,600,604,639,645,668,724-726 

Orders  for  movemento 350,389,390,489,559 

Reconnoissances 375,376 

Wyman,  R.  H.,  relieved  of  command 708 

Tates,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 640,641 

Teo,  James.    See  Jama  Tto,  Briiith  thip. 
Tork  River,  Va. 

Batteries  on.    See  Oloueetter  Point,  Va.    Exchange  of  thoU  between  XT.  8.  S. 
Yankee  and  batteries  on,  May  7, 1S61. 

Reconnoissance  of.    Report  of  Thomas  O.  Selfridge : 376 

yonng  America,  Commander  of  tug.    Correspumleuce  -with  comiii:ini1.int 

of  Norfolk  navy  yard 401 

Toung  America,  Tog. 

Capture  of 330,331,393 

Condition  and  needs  of 501 

Convoy  and  protection  of  U.  S.  transports 372 

Mentioned .005,507,509 

Orders  for  movements 401 

Request  for  ordnance  for 351 

Yotmg,  Dr.    Mentioned 615 

young,  Henry.    Mentioned 615,661 

Zaxvona,  Richard  T.  (Richard  Thomas).    Mentioned ,,...  551,555,570 

Zeilln,  Jacob.    Mentioneil 470,581 

Zimmerman,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 384 
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